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[The  following  remarks  on  the  politics  of  the  day  are  from 
the  Autobiography. — Ed.]  : 

The  Catholic  Relief  Bill  having  passed  in  1829,  it  hung  in 
the  balance  whether  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Government  was 
to  be  progressively  Liberal,  or,  with  the  view  of  appeasing  its 
nusquam  tuta fides*  revilers,  was  to  return  to  the  old  principle 
of  Toryism.  In  the  hope  of  its  adhering  to  the  cause  of  religious 
liberty,  and  even  listening  to  some  small  commencement  of  par- 
liamentary reform,  such  as  granting  representatives  to  Manchester, 
Birmingham  and  Leeds,  the  Whig  party  approved  of  Lord 
Rosslyn,  Lord  Jersey  and  Scarlett  holding  office  under  the  Duke. 

*  The  exclamation  of  the  Ultras  when  alluding  to  Catholic  Emancipatioa 
when  carried  by  a  Tory  Government. 
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Old  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  tho  staunchest  of  Whign,  was  delighted 
to  8ce  Scarlett,  his  member  for  Peterborough,  again  in  the  office 
of  Attorney-General. 

But  a  coalition  between  the  Duke  and  Lord  Grey  was  found 
impracticable,  and  in  the  session  which  began  in  the  spring  of 
1830,  the  differences  which  divided  thcni  were  gradually  multi- 
plied and  aggravated.  George  IV.  dictl,  and  thery  was  to  be  a 
new  Parliament.  The  fa!*seeing  foretold  that  thj  Duke  would, 
in  the  new  reign,  cut  entirely  all  connection  with  the  Lil)cral 
side,  and  thought  that  tho  incmlxirs  of  the  Whig  party  who  had 
joined  him  ought  then  to  iiave  left  him  and  rejoined  their  own 
leader,  as  he  would  have  been  delighted  to  receive  them.  I 
wish  to  God  that  this  course  had  Ikmju  pursual ;  thereby  a  world 
of  private  grief  would  have  been  saved  to  me.  But,  I  believe, 
the  Whigs  in  office  were  afraid  of  lx;ing  charged  with  deserting 
their  new  chief  when  he  was  in  difficulties.  I  cannot  point  out 
tho  precise  moment  when  it  was  their  duty  to  resign  ;  and  by  a 
sort  of  fatality  they  were  finally  severed  from  their  own  party, 
of  whom,  from  mutual  recriminations,  they  afterwards  became 
the  bitterest  opponents. 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  Saturday,  July  3*  1830. 

Dear  George: —  ...  I  have  been  in  a  fever  these  two 
days  respecting  a  seat  in  Parliament.  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  I  could  get  in  for  a  government  borough,  or  whether 
this  be  desirable.  I  yesterday  had  what  I  thought  was  a  certain 
offer  of  an  independent  seat,  and  I  closed  with  the  terms,  but  it 
has  gone  off  without  any  fault  of  mine.  Another  offer  has  been 
made  me  to-day,  but  it  is  at  this  moment  in  a  complicated  state, 
and  I  know  not  what  will  become  of  it.  I  met  Lord  Cleveland 
at  dinner  on  Wednesday.  He  was  exceedingly  civil  to  me,  and 
I  should  not  have  been  much  surprised  if  he  had  offered  to 
bring  me  in,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him.  All  the  argu- 
ments of  prudence  are  against  my  coming  into  Parliament 
altogether.  With  my  heavy  business,  I  know  not  how  I  am  to 
get  through  it,  and  sit  up  till  two  or  three  in  the  morning  in  the 
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House  of  Commons.    But  there  can  be  no  glory  without  diffi- 
culty and  danger. 

For  God'a  sake  do  not  become  Itadical.  Why  should  you 
wish  the  Duke  to  be  forced  out  ?  That  he  should  acquire  fresh 
strength  is  indispensable.  But  what  (muse  uf  complaint  lias  he 
as  yet  given  to  the  public,  or  to  any  liberal-minded  man  ? 

The  Real  ProjMjrty  Commissionei's  have  presentcil  their  second 
Report,  and  are  to  have  a  new  commission  from  William  IV. 
I  have  stipulated  expressly  that  if  I  come  into  Parliament  I 
shall  receive  no  salary. 

'  New  Stri'Ht,  ThurBday,  July,  1830. 

Dear  George  : —  ...  Still  I  meet  with  nothing  but  crosses. 
The  great  Marquis  of  Cleveland,  the  owner  of  five  boroughs, 
has  made  me  an  offer  savoring  of  fraud  and  not  of  favor.  He 
had  been  told  at  the  Treasury  of  some  man  who  undertook  that 
if  two  candidates  would  go  down  to  an  unnamed  borough  and 
were  returnetl,  the  seats  would  only  cost  /J2000  apiece,  and  in 
case  of  failure  there  were  only  to  be  the  expenses  of  the  contest, 
calculated  at  £500.  I  was  to  be  at  all  the  risk  and  expense,  and 
if  I  was  returned  I  was  to  have  the  honor  of  being  considered 
one  of  Lord  Cleveland's  members ! 

I  had  to-day  a  very  tempting  invitation  from  my  old  friends 
at  Stafford ;  and  I  really  believe  the  best  thing  I  could  do  would 
be  to  accept  it.  Both  the  present  members  retire,  and  tlie  char- 
acter of  the  place  is  so  bad  that  all  other  candidates  are  frightenetl 
away.  Bribery  apart,  I  should  stand  a  much  better  chance  than 
any  other  candidate. 

New  Street,  Wednesday,  five  o'clock,  July  21, 1830. 

Dear  George  : — The  carriage  will  in  a  few  minutes  be  at 
the  door  to  conduct  me  to  Stafford.  I  know  not  what  is  my 
chance.     Perhaps  I  may  only  show  myself.  .  .  . 


Stafford,  Sunday  night,  July  25, 1830. 

My  dear  Brother  : — I  can  give  no  information  as  to  the 
probable  result  of  this  contest,  and  there  is  no  use  in  bothering 
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you  with  details.  I  have  no  reason  to  regret  the  attempt.  As 
things  actually  stand,  I  should  have  been  wanting  to  inyself  if 
I  had  not  made  it. 

The  Stafford  election  begins  on  Friday  and  will  be  very 
speedily  determined.  I  have  a  great  deal  that  is  disagreeable  to 
pass  through,  but  I  can  submit  to  it.  James  Scarlett  is  arrived 
to  assist  me.  I  should  have  been  much  pleased  to  have  had  you 
here,  but  it  will  be  all  over  soon  after  this  reaches  you.  I 
ought  now  to  be  at  Worcester  assizes.  This  is  a  small  sacrifice 
compared  with  those  which  I  have  made  and  must  make. 

Stafford,  July  31,  Saturday,  five  o'clock. 

Dear  Qeoroe  : — On  seeing  the  outsi(|e  of  this"'  you  will  be 
disposed  to  set  the  Cupar  bells  a-ringing !  I  am  indeed  M.  P. 
I  have  had  a  tremendous  struggle,  and  have  gone  through  horrors 
innumerable.  But  I  am  crowned  with  victory.  I  am  writing 
half-a-dozen  letters  in  a  quarter  uf  an  hour,  and  I  can  at  present 
say  no  more. 

I  hope  one  effect  of  this  event  will  be  to  render  our  correspond- 
ence more  frequent.    Love  to  all.    Thine, 

J.  Campbell. 


Shrewsbury,  August  7, 1830. 

My  dear  Brother  : — All  the  money  is  well  spent  in  the 
pleasure  my  success  seems  to  have  given  to  tlie  party  at  St. 
Andrews.  Your  graphic  description  of  the  arrival  of  the  post- 
man is  very  touching. 

I  will  give  you  no  particulars  of  my  dear-bought  victory. 
Think  nothing  of  the  horrors  I  have  gone  through,  or  the 
troubles  which  I  have  still  to  encounter.  It  is  something  to  be 
J.  Campbell,  Esq.  M.  P.,  not  by  the  nomination  of  a  peer,  or  the 
favor  of  the  Treasury,  but  by  my  own  individual  unassisted 
efforts. 

I  again  dined  at  Lord  Talbot's  yesterday,  where  I  met  Lord 
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Wharnoliffe,  whoM  daughter  18  going  to  be  married  to  a  son  of 
Lord  Talbot,  a  friend  of  mine.  .  .  .  Lady  Cecil  Talbot  and  MIm 
Wortley  received  me  with  great  distinction. 

I  e8ca{)ed  from  Stiiiford  this  morning  at  six  o'clock.  I  have 
had  a  sod  time  of  it  there  since  the  election  was  over — my  lodg- 
ings constantly  bcsiege<l  by  jx-titions. 

I  uin  consoled  to  find  other  lawyers  worse  off  than  myself. 
Slaney,  for  this  place,  is  supjMsed  to  have  spent  £8000,  and  there 
is  to  bo  a  [Hitition  against  him  for  bribery.  Wilde,  at  Newark, 
must  si)end  more,  and  he  will  be  thrown  out.  Lushington,  at 
Reading,  is  not  much  better  off.  Scarlett  has  been  very  quietly 
returned  for  Malton. 

A  comparison  between  Sheridan  and  Campbell  was  a  favorite 
topic.'*'  A  draper  in  addressing  the  populace  said, '  Campbell 
may  not  have  all  his  wit,  but  in  every  other  respect  he  is  his 
equal.  He  is  more  skilled  in  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  if 
you  choose  him  I  pledge  my  life  he  will  serve  you  with  honor, 
with  fidelity  and  with  truism.' 

So  that  I  have  great  expectations  to  fulfil ! 

Monmouth,  August  19, 1830. 

My  DEAn  Brother  : —  ...  Mary  is  very  desirous  to  pay 
you  a  visit,  and  it  would  be  very  agreeable  to  me.  But  I  feel 
that  it  is  impossible  this  year.  Peel  has  written  a  letter  to  the 
Commissionei's  saying  that  the  Commission  must  end  in  May, 
1831,  and  we  are  to  work  very  hard  during  the  vacation.  They 
say  Parliament  will  meet  early  in  October.  I  have  no  plan,  and 
very  likely  may  not  open  my  lips  during  the  first  session.  But, 
that  I  may  understand  the  debates,  I  should  just  like  to  read  a 
little  of  what  hiis  been  done  about  the  Civil  List  and  a  Regency 
on  former  occasions.  Unluckily  for  me,  none  of  the  Law  Reform 
Bills  are  to  be  brought  in  next  session.  I  have  been  urging 
Peel  to  have  them  prepared,  but  he  won't.  You  may  depend 
upon  it  I  shall  show  myself  quite  independent,  and  this  I  should 
do  from  policy  as  well  as  principle.     My  great  comfort  is  that  I 

*Bichard  Brineley  SheiiJuu  wiis  elected  M.P.  for  Stafford  in  1780.— Ed. 
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can  Attend  or  stay  away  when  I  please.    A  Troasury  borough 
would  have  been  the  death  of  me. 

There  is  a  man  on  our  circuit,  Phillpottfl,  who  has  spent 
jC20,000  in  beinK  returned  for  Gloucester.  Stafford  is  not  quite 
»)  bad,  even  if  I  should  make  all  the  voters  a  present,  after  the 
manner  of  the  '  immortal  Hheridan.' 


Brooki's,  Wednendaj,  September  20. 

Dear  Georoe: —  ...  I  write  this  amidst  the  sound  of 
horns  and  cries  of  '  Third  edition  of  the  Courier,' '  Bloody  news 
from  Brussels.''*'  I  fear  that  things  do  wear  a  tremendous  aspect 
in  that  quarter.  The  Jacobins  will  get  the  up|)er  hand  in  Paris, 
and  all  Europe  will  be  in  a  state  of  conflagration. 

Besides  two  days  I  was  at  Ellice's,  the  only  holiday  I  have  had 
has  been  from  Saturday  till  yestenlay — on  a  visit  at  Abinger  to 
receive  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester.  I  worked  four 
hours  this  morning  for  the  Commission  at  Roehampton,  then 
rode  to  town  and  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  am 
here  to  know  the  news,  and  am  going  to  ride  back  to  dinner — 
eight  miles. 

I  am  in  ho))es  I  shall  have  to  bring  forward  a  Bill  for  the 
establishment  of  a  General  Register,  under  the  auspices  of  Gov- 
ernment, which  would  be  a  favorable  iiitroduction  to  the  notice 
of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  public.  The  House  will 
always  listen  to  a  man  on  his  own  subject.  The  Chancellor  says 
he  thinks  the  Government  cannot  go  on  without  help,  and  wishes 
to  coalesce  with  Grey. 

Scarlett  had  an  audience  of  an  hour  from  the  King  at 
Brighton  and,  in  obedience  to  his  Majesty's  commands,  explained 
to  him  his  view  of  the  present  state  of  parties  and  the  condition 
of  the  country.  Peter  (from  Paris)  and  he  afterwards  dined  with 
the  King. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Gloucester  were,  you  may  sup- 


*  The  insurrection  which  resulted  in  the  separation  of  Belgiam  from  HoU 
land— Ed. 
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)>0M,  very  graoioui).  He  u  in  hot  opixNtition.  She  supports 
Government,  but  vcr>'  miltlly — that  is  to  Bay,  she  is  very  gentle 
in  her  words  and  manner,  although  I  believe  she  is  very  zealous 
in  her  heart.  The  Duke  w  a  foolish  fellow,  and  is  always  in 
opposition.    He  wishes  to  be  Commander-in-Chief. 


Brooki'i,  October  11, 1830. 

Dear  George: —  .  .  .  We  were  two  days  at  I^ord  King's 
with  a  very  agreeable  party.  Lord  Rosslyn  was  there  all  the 
time.  He  praises  your  activity  in  the  business  of  the  county  of 
Fife.  On  Saturday  we  went  to  Abinger.  This  morning  I  joined 
the  fox-hounds,  as  they  threw  off  at  a  covert  near  the  I^ndon 
road,  but  I  was  soon  obliged  to  make  off  for  the  Temple.  One 
day  this  autumn  I  had  a  regular  run.  Robert  Scarlett  is  become 
u  very  keen  fox-hunter. 

I  do  not  find  any  news  stirring.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Duke  meets  Parliament  without  any  reinforcement.  Much  is 
counted  on  Brougham's  indiHc^retion.  I  have  no  plans  whatever 
for  myself.  I  shall  support  the  giving  of  members  to  the  great 
towns,  and  the  reform  of  the  Scottish  representation.  I  know 
not  any  further  plan  of  parliamentary  reform  that  can  be  pru- 
dently hazarded.  You  cannot  generally  alter  the  right  of  voting 
without  a  complete  boiUeveraement,  and  making  the  House  of 
Commons  greatly  too  strong  for  the  other  two  branches  of  the 
Legislature. 

I  have  heard  nothing  more  about  the  Register,  but  I  think  I 
shall  contrive  to  bring  it  forward,  with  the  approbation  of  (Gov- 
ernment. I  have  only  seen  the  Chancellor  once,  the  day  I  came 
from  Burwood.  He  then  was  desirious  to  know  what  Lord  Ten- 
terden  thought  of  registration.  Lord  Tenterden  has  expressed 
a  favorable  opinion.  Sugden,  the  Solicitor-General,  opposes. 
Scarlett  does  not  wish  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  So  that  it 
will  probably  come  to  me,  which  would  certainly  be  a  piece  of 
luck,  and  I  mean  to  make  an  effort  to  bo  the  promoter  of  some 
other*  Bills  about  Real  Property,  founded  on  our  first  Report, 
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which  will  nii>4>t  with  littlu  opiMwitioii.  I  haw  to  iipprvhend 
Sugilcn'H  Jcnloiwly. 

I  Hhould  lilco  firat  to  mnke  myaelf  known  in  the  Houm  m  a 
reformer  of  the  law,  and  if  I  were  to  niooecd  I  might  try  my 
hand  at  politira. 

Lord  Tontvnlen  sitit  on  Monday,  and  my  modo  of  life  will  be 
tttdly  altered.  I  have  a  great  love  of  idlenoM,  an<l  shall  bo  sin- 
oerely  sorry  to  be  again  in  harncw. 

Brooki'a,  Octob«r  23, 1830 

Dear  Oeoroe: — I  havo  now  merely  to  say  that  the  Chan- 
oellor  has  gone  through  the  form  of  offering  to  make  me  a  judge 
of  the  King's  Bench.  I  received  a  note  from  him  to-tlay  stating 
that  he  wished  to  recommend  me  to  the  King  for  the  appoint- 
ment, if  I  would  accept  it.  From  what  has  lM>f<>rc  passed  between 
us,  I  think  ho  must  be  aware  that  I  should  do<tlint>.  To  become) 
a  puisne  judge  ailcr  my  election  for  Utaffbnl  before  taking  my 
seat!  No!  if  I  hod  lM.>vn  prc|)ured  for  this  I  should  not  have 
gone  through  the  horrors  of  a  borough  election. 

I  have  not  yet  returned  an  answer.  I  shall  see  the  Chancellor 
at  dinner,  and  ask  him  if  he  wishes  to  have  an  answer  in  writing. 
I  am  going  to  sleep  at  Roehampton  and  shall  remain  there  till 
Monday.     I  have  had  a  hard  week's  work. 


II 


Brookit'i,  Monday,  October  26, 1830. 

Dear  George: —  .  .  .  We  had  a  pleasant  dinner  at  the 
Chancellor's  on  Saturday.  Two  Cabinet  Ministers,  Bathurst 
and  Rosslyn,  present — the  rest  under-secreUiries  of  state,  <fcc., 
among  othera  Planta,  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  and  Holmes, 
the  whipper-in  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  desired  them  not 
to  send  me  their  circulars  or  ask  me  to  attend.  They  allowed 
that  they  have  no  claim  upon  me.  Planta  soys  that  without 
Stafford  I  had  no  chance  of  getting  in,  as  they  have  continued 
to  be  pressed  for  seats  for  official  men.  Peel  has  still  two 
brothers,  beaten  candidates,  unprovided  for. 
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Tho  Chanoullor  nppoinUtl  mo  to  come  to  him  tiMlay  at  four 
to  Npcak  nl)out  tho  Ileal  Pn>|)orty  Bitli.  Whon  I  arrivod  he 
hod  jUMt  Uwii  nummotKMl  to  ntt4<n(l  a  Cabinet  Council.  I  took 
hirii  in  mycarria^o  to  D«)wnin)(  Htnt't.  Ho  Haiti  he  thought  my 
rtiiMonH  for  deolininf^  tho  juilKCMhip  vory  MufHciont.  Tho  Muhjcct 
of  thu  RillH  in  U}  bo  conHidon'tl  by  tlu>  C-ubinct  to-tluy,  and  tho 
Chami'llor  In  to  lot  mo  know  thi>  n'Hult.  [  Hnid  to  him  that,  if 
any  mondwr  of  tho  Oovernmont  or  tho  law  oHIchtm  wm-o  in<*linc(l 
to  brin^  forward  tho  DillM,  I  hIiouUI  not  intorforo,  othcrwiiw  I 
Hhould  brin^  thorn  forward  myHolf.  Tho  Chanix>l lor  said  Sugdon 
WOM  the  only  objo<;tion,  but  thoro  wom  an  approhouHion  that  he 
might  conHidur  himM>lf  Hiightcd. 

[Extract  from  the  Autobiography]: 

Never  wo«  any  seMion  of  Parliament  looked  forward  to  with 
greater  cxixK^tation  than  that  which  l)egun  on  October  26,  1830. 
Thoro  wtiH  then  pn)ccv<ling  one  of  thoHtt  niovcmcntH  in  tho  moral 
world  which  return  at  irregular  intcrvalH,  whit^h  can  often  nn 
little  bo  actM>unted  for  as  oarth(|UukoH,  and  the  oiToctH  of  whit^h 
aui  (iH  little  1x5  forofloen.  The  elder  branch  of  the  Houho  of 
Bourl)on  had  ccoHcd  to  reign  in  France,  and,  under  a  new 
dynasty,  a  form  of  government  of  very  equivocal  aH|iect,  but  at 
first  sight  resembling  a  republic  rather  than  a  monarchy,  had 
been  established  by  an  ebullition  of  jtopular  resentment.  Hol- 
land and  Belgium  (united  by  the  Convention  of  the  States  of 
Europe  in  1815)  a  mob  at  Brussels  headed  by  a  printer  had 
dissevered;  and  tho  Belgians,  erecting  their  country  into  an 
indeiKiudent  kingdom,  had  (tailed  a  new*  sovereign  to  the  throne. 
The  Germans  began  to  remind  their  rulers  of  the  promises  made 
them  of  representative  government  when,  rising  as  one  man, 
they  not  only  drove  Napoleon  beyond  the  Rhine,  but  pursued 
him  to  Paris,  and  compelled  him  to  seek  an  asylum  on  board  aa 
English  ship  of  war.  Spain  showed  a  determination  to  throw 
off  the  shackles  which  that  bigoted  sovereign  Charles  X.  had 
tried  to  impose  upon  her,  and  gave  earnest  of  the  love  of  freedom 
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aimI  iniIi>|M«iii1<>iiiit  wliirh  Iiiim  iMinltliil  her  to  hxflio  nil  thw  ninii- 
fiiuvrw  of  tlu>  Citixini  KUm  who  mii(<i'«>c«Ii>«|  liini.  Polniul  wiui 
oiKv  mon'oni'tin^  her  front,  itiul  (itlliil  u|m>ii  Kiiro|M>to|)r«*M!rvf 
t(»  her  that  M'|Ntmt«'  iiiitioiml  cxiHtcinv  iiii«l«>r  thn  Ciutr  of  KuMia, 
^fiiunintiNHl  to  hir  Ity  the  Tnitty  of  Vi«'titiii.  In  Kni^lnnd  thn 
fornu'nt  wiim  fiOt,  luiil  then*  wiim  ii  )(i>n<>nil  iin<l  ntnini^  ttinvlrtion 
thiit  Minii'thinK  nuiNt  In'  (ion<>  to  ini|»rf>vt>  iMir  uiMtltntionH,  nnd  to 
rfM'uv  iiM  tn>ni  thi>  n'proiirh  that  our  n>pr«<f«(>ntativ(<  HyMtoni  htui 
iNHtinir  <<orriipt  and  inrtlicicnt,  and  that,  with  th<>  thmry  of  a 
iNihinciHl  <!«>nHtUution,  in  pmiftiiw  our  )^)vt'rnnu>nt  wax  nn 
olujarrhi/.  Undor  Huch  ('in'umMtAncH>ii  what  wip«  to  Iw  tho 
fon>i)(n  |M>licy  of  the  F^ifj^lirth  MiniHtor?  And  how  wi>ro  wc  to 
niiH't  the  (h'nmnd  for  r(>forni  in  Kn)(land? 

Thi-m'  i|Ui>HtionH  wvrv  M|H'(><Iily  hoIvi-iI,  and  it  wnw  mado  nmni- 
fi>Ht  that  tht!  Duke  of  Wfilin^toirM  (iovcrninont  wiw  to  iM>ril  itM 
vxiMtcncc  ii|>on  an  otfort  to  amnt  forci^^n  d(>H|>otH  in  (tH'rcing  the 
BclgiauH,  and  to  support  without  mitigation  all  the  abascM  mmu- 
plaintnl  of  at  homo. 

The  Kint^M  H|H><><h  rontainwl  the  following  undinfftiiHod 
doflancc  «)f  all  LilH>mlr«  who  mi^^ht  havo  \)ii>i\  fondly  incliiuHl  to 
co-o|M>ratc  with  theauthorrt  of  Catholic  Kman(<i|>ation  :  '  I  hav(> 
M'itniTfWoil  with  deep  regret  tho  ntatc  of  aftiiirH  in  the  Low 
Countries.  I  lament  that  the  enli^htentHl  a<lminirttrati(m  of  the 
King  nhould  not  have  prexerviHl  his  dominiouH  from  revolt.  I 
am  endeavoring,  in  eon«rrt  with  my  allicH,  to  devine  Huch  meauH 
of  restoring  trampiillity  as  may  Im>  t'ompatihie  with  the  good 
government  of  the  Netherlands  and  with  the  tViture  security  of 
other  States.' 

This  was  quickly  followed  up  by  the  famous  declaration  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  the  repre- 
Bentative  system,  as  actually  existing,  was  absolute  |K'rfection 
and  that  he  should  consequently  feel  b<iund  to  oppose  any  altera- 
tion in  it. 

My  part  was  taken,  and  I  resolveil  to  form  a  close  alliance 
with  thase  who  were  to  stand  up  for  the  lilwrties  of  mankind. 
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Dear  (U^dkok  t —  ...  I  nm  Jiwt  returniid  fVoni  iiMtiHiiiig  at 
thfl  cen*mony  ot'rIiiNMiiiK  tliw  H|H!nk<>r.  I  wiw  Nworii  nt  twiilvw 
lM>lon>  tli(>  Diikt'  *»('  Hiii>kiti((lmm,  I/inl  lli)(li  Sumtinl,  who  Mt 
ill  Mtut(<  ill  tli(<  Kiiiiory  ItiuliiiK  to  th»  II(»um>  of  I/onU.*  Your 
old  frivnil  Knnt  iuovhI  tint  cliftioii  of  Huttoii  tin  S|M>iiki>r.  I 
tttiitioniHl  iiiyMilf  on  tlu!  iifiitml  Kroiiiul,  th«  <>roMi  IkmioIi  on  thu 
Ivtl  IiuikI  on  iiiitoriiiK  th«>  IIoiiM>,  ulont(Hi(lu  Hir  UolM>rt  WiImui. 

I  nu't  my  nanicMiku,  HlythMwiNMl.  I  nitlutr  think  hi*  nnd  I 
arc  thu  only  ('nniplN>llM  in  the  lloiiric.  I  hiul  a  M|MM*iniini  of 
HroiiKhnni'H  iiMt'iKirncy,  for  th«  f«<w  MMitt'ocM  ho  M|Niku  (very 
iiulitti'rcntly)  worn  liHtinuHl  to  with  profoiiiul  iiil(>nct>iiii<l  nttrntion. 

[  nni  going  to  thu  \vv(ni  to-niorruw,  not  yet  having  |)aid  my 
respuutii  to  my  new  niuMter. 


Tliuridny,  October  2fl,  1830. 

...  I  liuvu  Inxn  taking  thu  outliH  ut  thu  tiiblo  of  thu  IIoum 
of  CommonN,  and  I  am  now  u  |M>rfuvt  mumlMT.  Mr.  H|)uaker, 
who  in  a  brother  bunuher  at  Linuoln'o  Inn,cx)ireMm><l  great  pleas- 
ure at  Hceing  me  tlure. 

Nothing  M  tolked  of  except  the  attack  (»ii  Hronghum  in  the 
pamphlet  juiDt  publiHhc<l,  which  w  oHcribtHl  to  Croker.  What 
from  envy  and  reHcntment,  the  worthy  '  knight  of  the  Hhiru '  han 
u  good  deal  to  encounter. 

Friday,  October  29. —  .  .  .  Would  you  have  me  diHtinguiHh 
myHcIf  by  bringing  in  a  Bill  a)>oliHhiiig  the  oath  against  the 
Pretender?  Considering  that  the  dcscendantH  of  the  second 
JamcM  are  extinct,  the  oath  i«  uhcUwh,  ludicrouH,  and  blasphe- 
mous ;  but  it  is  not  for  inu  at  present  to  meddle  with  it,  and  I 
must  (HXifinc  myself  to  registration. 

Tnenday,  Noinmher  "i. —  ...  T  am  glad  you  approve  of  my 

*Tho  old  practic'i  wait  for  oBthx  to  be  taken  out  of  (loont  as  well  im  in  the 
House  at  the  table.  Membors  had  to  take  the  Oath  of  Huprnmacy  and  Alle- 
giance before  the  Lord  High  Steward  of  hix  Majegty'n  Household — who  uied 
to  appoint  a  convenient  place  either  in  the  purlieun  of  the  House  of  Lords 
or  Commons  for  the  purpose.    See  Hatiell,  vol.  ii.  pp.  84-91.— Eo. 
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answer  to  the  Chancellor.  He  is  behaving  very  ill  altout  the 
Bills,  and  I  think  I  shall  be  driven  to  put  a  question  to  the 
Home  Secretary  in  the  House.  He  is  frightened  lest  ho  should 
give  offence  to  Sugden.  Being  too  indolent  to  learn  his  trade, 
he  considers  the  man  at  the  head  of  the  Chancery  bar  as  his 
master.  Not  having  heard  from  him,  I  wrote  him  a  long  letter 
on  Sunday  explaining  what  I  proposed  to  do,  and  I  have 
received  no  answer. 

Things  look  very  ill  in  all  respects.  The  King's  speech  is 
very  unsatisfactory.  Not  a  word  of  Reform,  and  very  little  of 
economy — but  a  good  deal  about  the  'rebellious'  Belgians — as  I 
am  informed.  Brougham  tells  me  he  does  not  mean  to  move' 
any  amendment,  but  it  is  supposed  that  the  Marquis  of  Bland- 
ford,  the  ultra-Toiy,  will  move  an  ultra-Radical  amendment 
about  Reform,  universal  suffi'age,  etc.  The  King  is  coming 
down  at  two  o'clock.  I  rather  think  I  shall  be  detained  here 
(Court  of  King's  Bench)  till  four,  but  this  does  not  signify 
much,  as  I  have  taken  the  oaths  and  my  seat.  I  fear  I  am  now 
entering  on  a  very  hurried  and  harassing  life.  However,  I  am 
in  good  health,  and  I  have  not  at  chambers  a  case  unanswered, 
or  any  business  in  arrear.  For  a  time  at  least  excitement  stands 
in  the  place  of  sleep. 

Thursday,  November  J^. —  ...  As  far  as  politics  are  con- 
cerned nothing  can  be  more  calamitous  than  my  situation,  or 
more  melancholy  than  my  prospects.  The  Duke  of  Wellington 
seems  disposed  to  establish  an  ultra-Tory  Government  which  I 
cannot  support  with  honor,  and  the  leaders  of  Opposition  are 
hurrying  the  country  to  confusion  and  ruin.  But  all  the  facts 
will  be  before  you,  and  you  can  easily  enter  into  my  feelingt', 

I  have  been  in  the  House  both  nights. 

.  .  .  Nothing  strikes  me  so  forcibly  as  the  degraded  state  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  *  Seeing  what  we  have  seen,'  Peel  is 
quite  a  second-rate  performer,  and  his  colleagues  are  much  below 
mediocrity.  There  is  a  better  speaker  than  Lord  Althorp  in 
every  vestry  in  England.  Brougham  is  certainly  a  splendid 
orator,  but  he  gets  over  the  ground  very  slowly,  and  does  iuot 
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sjKjak  to  convince.  The  best  speech  has  been  made  by  O'Connell. 
I  had  only  heard  him  once  l)etbre,  when  I  formed  a  very  low 
estimate  of  his  powei-s;  but  on  the  first  night  of  the  session  he 
spoke  with  true  passion  and  with  deep  effect.  Hume  is  inexpres- 
sibly disgusting,  and  nothing  so  strongly  shows  the  fallen  state 
of  the  House  of  Commons  as  hb,  ascendency.  He  is  a  low, 
vulgtu",  illiterate  fellow,  whom  nothing  can  abash.  Denman 
spoke  lust  night,  and  with  great  applause. 

There  is  a  strong  notion  that  the  Duke  will  go  very  speedily. 
It  is  said  he  and  Peel  are  both  desirous  of  retiring.  Brougham's 
motion  for  Keform  on  Tuesday  night  is  supposed  to  be  the  vote 
which  will  turn  them  out.  What  is  to  follow  ?  A  change  of 
Ministry  under  such  circumstances  will  be  a  revolution.  If  the 
motion  is  moderate  I  shall  vote  for  it.  The  Duke,  instead  of 
throwing  himself  on  the  people,  has  appealed  to  the  Tories.  He 
has  incurred  a  tremendous  responsibility. 

Saturday,  November  6. —  .  .  .  The  Duke  seems  absolutely 
infatuated.  If  he  would  not  strengthen  himself  by  coalition, 
why  does  he  turn  the  people  against  him  ? 

London  is  in  a  very  queer  state,  and  there  are  serious  appre- 
hensions that  Lord  Mayor's  Day  may  not  go  off  quietly. 

Monday,  November  8. — The  plot  thickens,  and  I  fear  we  are 
on  the  eve  of  awful  events.  On  coming  to  town  this  morning 
I  heard  the  appalling  intelligence  that  Ministers  will  not  let  the 
King  gQ  into  the  City  on  Tuesday.  Whether  there  be  or  be  not 
roiison  for  the  alarm,  it  is  equally  bad.  If  Ministers  mean  to 
rule  by  terror,  they  will  only  hasten  the  crisis.  I  met  military 
marching  to  London,  and  I  hear  troops  are  coming  from  all 
quartei-s.  Nay,  they  are  sending  provisions  and  sand-bags,  &c., 
into  the  Tower  that  it  may  stand  a  siege.  The  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton has  made  himself  so  unpopular  that  i  really  believe  he  would 
have  been  in  danger.  There  is  a  strong  feeling  that  Ministers 
nmst  soon  give  way,  and  that  Lord  Grey  will  be  sent  for. 
Indeed,  the  one  event  would  be  a  necessary  consequence  of  the 
other,  as  Grey  is  the  only  man  that  could  be  tried. 

Brougham  has  just  told  me  his  Resolution  is  to  be  of  a  very 
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moderate  character,  and  T  have  given  in  my  adhesion  to  hitn. 
NotwitliHtanding  the  eflbrts  to  excite  alarm,  I  tliink  the  llesohition 
will  be  carried.  The  Duke  of  Newcantle  («w  his  cousin  Clinton, 
barrister  and  M.  P.,  tells  me)  says  he  cousiders  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  speech  a  certain  token  that  a  Hill  will  immediately 
hi  brought  in  for  Parliamentary  Reform.  This  is  a  joke,  but 
you  cannot  easily  imagine  how  vindictive  the  old  Tories  are 
against  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  They  say  they  would  much 
rather  have  Grey. 

Alderson  is  the  new  judge  going  into  the  Comnion  Pleas.  Bay- 
ley  is  going  from  us  into  the  Exchecjuer,  and  our  two  new  judges, 
I  believe,  are  Gurney,  now  sitting  next  me,  ami  a  spe<'ial  pleader 
of  the  name  of  Patteson. 

Three  o'clock. — I  hear  the  Funds  have  Ix^en  down  at  76,  that 
there  is  the  greatest  consternation  in  the  City,  and  that  the  revolu- 
tion is  considerctl  as  begun.  This  I  can  tell  you  for  a  certain 
truth,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  conduct  is  univei*sally  con- 
demned, and  that  he  has  entirely  lost  the  confidence  of  all  parties. 
Law,  Lord  Ellenborough's  brother,  says  to  me  that  his  brother 
and  the  other  Ministers  were  surj)riscd  and  grieved  by  the  Duke's 
speech  against  reform. 

To-morrow  is  still  looked  forward  to  with  gi'cat  apprehension. 
Many  think  that  there  is  a  greater  danger  of  tumult  than  before, 
and  that  the  King's  popularity  is  gone.  Brougham  says  that  his 
motion  will  be  the  first  and  the  great  trial  of  the  strength  of 
Government.  I  think  Ministers  Avill  v^ry  likely  resign  before 
the  day  comes. 

Tuesday,  November  9. —  .  .  .  Ministers  are  very  generally 
blamed  for  not  letting  the  King  go  to  Guildhall.  The  impres- 
sion was  very  strong  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  night.  I 
should  like  to  fire  off  against  the  Duke  myself,  but  I  am  so  cir- 
cumstanced that  I  cannot  with  propriety.  I  saw  the  Chancellor 
to-day  when  I  was  sworn  in  inider  my  new  patent.  He  said  he 
had  mentioned  the  matter  of  the  Bills  to  the  Cabinet,  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  the  Cabinet  that  I  should  show  him  the  Bills, 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-General  should  be 
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token  upon  them ;  that,  if  the  Cabinet  approved,  the  wish  was 
that  the  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-Genoral  should  bring  the  Bills 
in  J  but,  if  there  was  any  difficulty  about  that,  they  thought  they 
should  be  brought  in  by  me  as  head  of  the  Commission.  The 
result  would  be  that  the  Bills  would  fall  to  me,  but  before  these 
delays  are  overcome  there  will  l)c  a  change  of  administration. 

The  Chancellor  was  obliged  to  leave  mc  to  receive  the  Ivord 
3[ay<»i',  who  made  a  most  ludicrous  figure,  and  had  forgotten 
what  is  called  the  warrant,  which  ought  to  have  been  filed  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  When  the  Chancellor  returned  to  his  private 
room  he  laughed  very  much  at  the  Lord  Mayor.  I  said,  *  Mis- 
fortunes never  come  single.'  However  the  Chancellor  seems 
down  in  the  mouth,  and  his  policy,  I  supi)ose,  will  now  be — to 
be  taken  up  by  Lord  Grey.  Lady  liyndhurst  corresponds  with 
the  great  \Miig  leader,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  by  some 
intrigue,  Copley  should  .again  survive  all  his  colleagues. 

Scarlett's  situation  is  now  very  painful,  and  gives  me  great 
uneasiness.  What  he  is  to  do  on  Brougham's  motion  I  know 
not.  I  would  advise  him  to  vote  for  the  resolution,  and  receive 
his  dismissal  if  the  Duke  thinks  fit. 

There  is  to  be  no  dinner  at  Guildhall  to-day.  Some  say  the 
King  will  go  to  Guildhall  on  the  15th.  He  had  better  first  change 
his  Minister.  Turtle  is  at  discount  in  the  City  as  well  as  Ex- 
chequer bills. 

I  hear  there  is  a  pharagraph  in  the  newspapers  that  Mr.  Camp- 
bell and  Mr.  Pollock  refused  the  offico  of  judge  before  it  was 
offered  to  Mr.  Alderson.  Pollock  owns  to  the  refusal,  stiying  he 
thinks  the  functions  of  an  advocate  more  agreeable  and  more 
honorable.  I  cannot  regret,  notwithstanding  the  unlucky  tarn 
things  are  taking,  that  I  did  not  consent  for  the  rest  of  my  life 
to  wear  a  red  gown  and  be  trumpeted  into  an  assize  to\vTi.  Quiet 
does  not  do  for  me,  but  I  fear  I  have  little  to  expect  in  public 
life  except  anxiety  and  mortification. 

Saturday,  November  13. —  .  .  .  Brougham's  imprudence  is 
almost  equal  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  at  this  crisis,  and  is  a 
counterpoise  to  it.    Many  Liberals  are  afraid  of  him,  and  if 
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Ministers  hail  even  renmined  silent  about  Reform  they  would 
have  been  powerfully  supported.  I  have  tried  to  get  from 
Brougham  the  terras  of  his  Resolution  for  Tuesday,  but  all  he 
will  tell  me  is  that  it  will  be  very  general  and  very  moderate.  I 
understand  he  says  to  others  that  he  means  to  open  a  specific 
scheme  of  Reform,  although  he  will  conclude  with  a  general 
Resolution  that  Reform  is  necessary.  I  continue  to  believe  that 
there  will  be  a  majority  on  the  other  side,  but  so  small  and  so 
composed  us  further  to  weaken  the  Ministry  and  to  encourage 
the  Radicals.  In  the  struggle  all  men  will  be  driven  to  commit 
themselves  so  deeply  that  moderate  and  safe  measures  will  become 
impossible.  In  the  '  desultory  conversation,*  last  night,  on  the 
Irish  Subletting  Act,  I  made  a  few  observations,  proposing  that 
there  should  be  one  law  on  the  subject  for  England  and  Ireland. 
Parnell  and  several  Irish  members  approved  of  my  suggestion, 
and  Sir  Henry  Hardinge  afterwards  talked  to  me  on  the  subject. 
But  1  am  so  languid,  and  heart-broken  I  may  say,  that  I  am 
quite  incapable  of  doing  myself  any  credit,  even  if  I  had  in  me 
wherewithal. 

There  is  no  news  here.  By  way  of  joke  a  report  is  mentioned 
that  the  King  of  the  French  is  arrived  in  London,  and  will  soon 
go  down  to  Holyrood  to  join  the  King  of  France  and  Navarre. 

The  Royal  visit  to  Guildhall  is  blown  over.  The  Duke's  dec- 
laration against  Reform  will  not  be  so  speedily  forgotten.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  made  a  wretched  figure  last  night. 
The  Treasury  Bench  being  batteretl  night  by  night,  must  be  soon 
blown  to  pieces.  But  then  again  Brougham's  petulance  and  per- 
sonalities and  inconsistencies  tell  when  it  comes  to  a  division. 

Monday,  November  15. —  .  .  .  Ministers  give  out  that  they 
are  to  have  a  majority  above  100.  Lord  Cleveland's  members 
(with  one  of  whom  I  have  just  been  speaking)  are  to  vote  for 
the  Resolution.  The  Marquis  waited  on  the  Duke  to  tell  him. 
The  Duke  said :  '  You  are  quite  right.  Be  consistent.'  Scarlett 
advises  me  to  stay  away,  but  I  am  determined  to  vote,  and  it 
would  be  right  that  I  should  state  my  gi'ounds ;  but  it  is  all 
quite  doubtful — that  is  to  say,  my  speaking;  for  vote  I  will, 
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cdUe  que  coAte.  There  seems  ho  doubt  that  Ministers  will  sur- 
vive this  division,  but  how  they  are  to  get  through  the  session  I 
understand  as  little  as  ever.  The  Civil  List  comes  on  to-night. 
I  shall  go  to  chambers.  Thank  God,  I  am  not  sitting  for  a 
Treasury  borough. 

Tuesday,  Novcmbo'  16, 1830. — The  game  is  up !  The  Minis- 
ters are  out !  The  division  of  last  night*  has  finished  them.  No 
one  expected  it ;  neither  side  at  all  anticipated  sucli  a  result.  I 
was  not  present.  That  I  might  be  able  to  attend  on  Brougham's 
motion  to-night,  I  left  »he  House  at  five,  went  to  chambers, 
worked  there  till  eleven,  returned  to  the  House  in  a  cabriolet, 
found  the  House  had  adjourned  at  half-past  ten.  I  did  not  know 
what  had  happened  till  I  read  the  newspaper  this  morning.  I 
then  saw  Ministers  were  uttei-ly  demolished,  and  I  now  know 
that  they  have  all  resigned.  I  presume  Grey  will  immetliately 
be  sent  for.  Brougham  says  he  shall  still  bring  on  his  motion, 
but  the  better  opinion  is  that  it  will  be  postponed.  The  I^iberals 
are  in  a  terrible  scrape.  It  is  utterly  impossible  for  them  to 
satisfy  the  expectations  they  have  raised.  In  a  short  time  Hume 
will  be  firing  into  them  as  he  has  lately  done  into  the  present 
Ministers. 

The  fires  are  spreading  in  different  parts  of  England,  and  there 
is  a  very  deep  alarm  among  all  ranks.  I  suppose  the  Funds  will 
be  down  to-day  five  per  cent. 

House  of  Commons,  Nov.  16,  half-past  five. — I  have  heard  the 
declarations  of  the  Ministers  in  both  Houses  that  they  are  out. 
I  am  just  come  from  the  Lords.  The  Duke  looked  very  much 
down  in  the  mouth.  He  is  quite  hoarse,  and  could  hardly  get 
out  the  few  words  he  spoke.  There  was  a  dead  silence  when  he 
finished.  Peel  spoke  with  much  more  life,  and  what  he  said, 
in  answer  to  liord  Althorp,  was  very  dignified  and  was  amazingly 
well  received.  While  I  was  standing  on  the  steps  of  the  throne 
just  now,  he  came  in.  I  bowed  to  him,  which  I  never  did  while 
he  was  in  office,  and  he  seemed  pleased  with  the  salutation. 


*  On  Sir  Henry  ParneU'e  motion  for  a  Committee  on  the  Civil  List.- 
VOL.  II.  1* 
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Broughum'd  sjw.'ech  wiw  very  ulMurd.  Whoii  ho  told  nuj  thiit  he 
roeant  to  piinh  on  hia  motion,  I  rouUl  not  iKtliuvc  liini.  What 
he  said  lunountcd  to  an  intinmtion  that  he  would  not  take  ofKce 
himself.  If  he  refuses,  he  can  only  niean  to  head  a  rev<tlution. 
Ik'fore  Peel  Hpoke  the  report  in  th(»  House  wan  that  all  had 
resijjfued,  except  the  Chancellor.  Peel  niaile  no  exception  when 
he  talked  of  his  c.olleaj>;ucs.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  spoke 
only  for  himself.  I  make  no  doubt  that  Copley  will  try  to 
intrigue  and  to  keep  the  Great  Seal.  His  secretary  said  to  me 
ju8t  now,  *As  we  did  not  come  in  with  the  Duke,  I  do  not  S(H> 
why  we  should  go  out  with  him.'  Kverylx)dy  says  Scarlett  can- 
not be  continuetl  in  office,  although  I  camiot  see  the  reason,  us 
he  came  in  at  the  expressed  request  of  I^ord  Grey«and  the  heads 
of  the  Whig  party.  I  have  not  the  most  distant  notion  what 
the  law  arrangements  Avill  be.  If  Copley  goes  out.  Leach  will 
very  likely  be  Chancellor.  If  it  had  not  l)een  Scarlett's  ill  luck 
that  connected  him  with  the  Duke,  he  would  now  have  been 
Chancellor  as  a  mere  matter  of  (!Ours(\  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  Grey  will  be  at  the  head  of  the  new  Govermnent,  witli 
Lansdownc  for  Home  Secretary.  Who  is  to  lead  the  House  of 
Commons  I  know  not.     Probably  Palmerston. 

Court  of  King'8  Bonch,  Weilnosday,  November  17, 1830, 

Dear  George  : — Grey  is  Minister,  with  a  cavti'  hfanche.  Ho 
saw  the  King  between  three  and  four  yesterday.  The  King 
received  him  most  cordially  and  atl'ectionatcly,  and  certainly  used 
the  language  of  a  constitutional  sovereign.  He  said  :  '  he  gave 
his  entire  confidence  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  while  Minister, 
and  he  would  give  his  entire  confidence  to  his  successor.' 

Nothing  further  is  known.  The  Chancellor  is  out  as  well  as 
his  colleagues,  lie  took  leave  of  the  bar  this  morning  in  a 
message  sent  by  Home.  He  is  a  bird  of  ill-omen,  having  seen 
the  death  of  three  Cabinets,  and  no  wonder  a  new  Ministry 
should  be  afraid  of  him. 

It  is  said  that  Brougham  is  troubling  everything.  I  had  a 
long  coiiversation  with  him  to-day,  and  gave  him  some  sound 
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and  flcrioiis  udvicc.  Itiit  he  Haya  ho  cannot  take  ofllcc  without 
losing  YorkHliiro.  Hi.i  object  in  to  lead  the  Mountain.  I  told 
him  that  it'  he  did  not  place  Imm  ^^iory  in  bringing  about  a  revo- 
lution, he  ought  to  go  into  oHicc.  Ifc  says  he  Hunpoi'ted  Can- 
ning though  not  in  office.  Answer:  'This  in  unconstitutional. 
You  nuist  take  the  responsibility  of  the  measures  you  support; 
besides,  such  a  connection  with  an  :id ministration  is  enduirraHsing 
and  cannot  last  long.'  lie  says  the  (Ircat  Seal  is  the  oidy  thing 
he  could  take,  and  it  would  then  be  thought  his  conduct  was 
sordid.  I  suspe(!t  he  would  likt;  to  be  Chancellor;  but  he  is  so 
much  pledged  about  Education,  S|jiv<'ry,  District  Courts  and 
Parliamentary  Reform,  that  Gny  can  hardly  place  him  on  the 
woolsack  without  endangering  the  Government.  However 
Brougham  at  present  professes  a  fixed  determination  to  take  no 
office  whatever. 

I  believe  that  nothing  of  law  arrangements  is  known.     They 
talk  of  Plunket  for  Chancellor,  but  this  would  not  do  well. 


Thursday,  November  18,  1830. 

.  .  .  There  are  great  difficulties  in  forming  a  new  administra- 
tion. Brougham  last  night  again  fired  a  shot  at  them.  It  is 
said  that  Denman  is  to  be  Attornev-General.  There  is  a  keen 
canvass  going  on  for  his  office  of  Common  Serjeant,  which  he  is 
expected  to  vacate.  Bickersteth  is  talked  of  for  Solicitor-Gen- 
eral. Scarlett  has  heard  nothing  from  Grey.  He  has  not 
resigned,  and  I  do  not  see  why  he  should,  as  he  can  have  no 
objection  to  support  Grey's  Government ;  and  he  accepted  the 
office  at  the  solicitation  of  Grey,  Lansdowne  and  Huskisson,  the 
heads  of  the  parties  now  coalescing. 

There  is  a  talk  of  an  early  dissolution,  as  the  Government 
boroughs  are  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Ministers.  If  Parliament 
is  reformed,  there  will  be  a  fresh  argument  for  a  dissolution, 
at  least  if  the  reform  goes  further  than  a  transfer  of  the  fran- 
chise frori  rotten  boroughs  to  great  towns,  and  in  that  case  even 
there  mi;ht  be  a  clamor  for  dissolution.  So  that  my  career  is 
anyway  like  to  l)e  short. 
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The  fires  multiply  and  become  more  appalling.  The  com- 
bination of  the  agricultural  lalmrcns  in  the  Houthcrn  counties  Ih 
tremendous.    I  fear  awful  times  are  at  hand. 


Fridfty,  November  10,  1830. 

.  .  .  The  office  of  Solicitor-General,  I  believe,  is  not  actually 
filled  up.  Pepys,  a  Chancer)'  burrisrer,  is  the  favorite  to-<lay. 
I  have  been  talked  of  u  little,  but  my  supposed  connection  with 
those  going  out  is,  I  bcliovo,  coiiHldcrod  ain  insuiMirablc  objection, 
were  there  no  other.  Brougham  is  in  a  very  complacent  humor 
to-day,  and  seems  disposed  to  patronize  the  new  Government. 
He  made  a  fero(;ious  attack  upon  them  in  the  Houne  two  succes- 
sive evenings.  I  met  him  just  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  he 
told  mo  the  Cabinet  is  nearly  arranged :  Grey,  Laiisdowne, 
Althorp,  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  Sir  James  Graham,  Palmer- 
ston,  Charles  Grant  to  have  seat.s.  He  said  he  had  refused  the 
office  of  Attorney-General,  but  did  not  mention  any  other  offer 
he  hud  had.  He  wishes  the  seals  to  be  put  in  commission. 
Grey  told  him  this  could  not  Iw  done,  but  Brougham  still  presses 
it.  In  truth  ii  cannot  be  done,  for  there  is  not  the  machinery. 
There  are  no  judges  in  Westminster  Hall  who  could  be  made 
Commissioners.     I  should  not  wonder  if  Copley  were  retained. 

Scarlett's  extreme  bad  luck,  you  may  imagine,  is  very  grievous 
to  us  all.  Mury  cares  the  least  about  the  loss  of  the  flattering 
prospects  of  the  family. 

Saturday,  November  20, 1830. 

...  I  have  just  had  a  little  convereation  Avith  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Brougham.  He  says  Wilde  is  not  to  be  Solicitor-General, 
but  Home  from  the  Court  of  Chancery.  8uj)po.sing  I  might 
think  myself  ill-used,  he  said  it  was  necessary  that  by  way  of 
appui  he  should  have  one  of  the  law  officer;-  in  the  Court  of 
Chancexy,  and  that  it  would  be  Home  or  Pepys :  he  hjid  little 
doubt  Home,  who,  though  senior  to  Denman,  had  agreed  to  serve 
under  him ;  the  matter  to  be  finally  fixed  this  morning.  I  find 
there  was  a  general  expectation  at  Brooks's,  as  well  as  in  West- 
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miiiHter  Hull,  that  I  hImuiM  hiivc  Ihth  appoiiitcd,  uiul  I  (lore  aajr 
it  would  have  Imhmi  <l(m<(  had  it  not  Ikm-ii  for  Brougham'H  ni»it« 
ogaiiiMt  Scarlett.  A  man  within  half  an  hour  hiw  oftl^rwl  mc  a 
lH!t  I  nhould  Im'  u|)pointc(l,  hh  at  Lord  EHHfx'rt  and  I^ly  JerHcy't 
laMt  night,  whert;  ho  was,  I  wan  tho  favorite. 

I  lay  awako  a  conMidcrablc  part  of  ItiMt  night,  an  1  my  thoiightn 
vivvv  not  very  agnt'al)h'.  I  had  walkwl  honu!  from  tho  Temple 
at  one  oVihw-k  with  H<'arli'tt  and  RolxTt,  whom  1  n>ot  by  acfriilent 
at  tilt!  'IVmph'  gate.  Sugden  wan  with  them.  The  lute  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  hiul  been  clearing  of!"  all  their  arrears,  and  wetting 
their  house  in  onler.  Scarlett  ban  had  no  conuniniication  what- 
ever from  drey,  und  I  cunnot  help  thinking  thut  he  Ih  ill-UMcd 
Both  under  Canning  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington  he  did  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  promote  the  intereHtw  of  the  Whig  party. 

The  riotH  in  Surrey  Ixicome  more  ulurming.  Mrs.  Robert 
Searlett  und  her  children  have  In-en  obliged  to  fly  from  Abingor, 
and  the  country  round  Dorking  in  ull  in  a  stute  of  insurrection. 
Broughum  suys  the  first  at^t  of  the  new  Government  will  be  to 
send  a  Special  Conuniswion  into  the  southern  counties  to  try  the 
offenders. 

A  dissolution  is  talked  of  on  the  supposition  that  there  may 
be  a  coalition  between  the  Wellington  Tories  and  the  old  ultras 
too  strong  for  the  Whigs  in  the  House  of  Commons.  There 
was  a  meeting  at  Peel's  yesterday.  He  told  his  friends  that  he 
should  not  go  into  angry  opposition,  but  would  watch  the  measures 
brought  forward. 

Brookn^s,  Jive  o'clock. — I  add  a  postscript  to  say  that  I  have 
just  witnessed  the  solemnity  of  Lord  Chancellor  Brougham 
taking  leave  of  the  Court  of  K'ng's  Bench.  When  the  court 
was  rising  he  bowed  to  the  bench  and  to  the  bar,  and  we  all 
bowed  him  out  of  court.  It  was  all  dumb  show.  I  am  very 
much  surprise*]  that  he  could  refrain  from  making  a  speech.  I 
think  I  told  you  in  my  first  letter  that  Brougham  had  owned  to 
me  that  he  was  to  hold  the  Great  Seal.  When  I  hailed  him  as 
Lord  Chancellor  he  at  first  said,  *  Lord  Ai'chbishop  of  Canter- 
bury,' but  he  then  acknowledged  his  destiny,  and  he  hypocriti- 
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cnlly  nfTix'ttHl  to  my  tluit  my  r<>iiioiiMtriiiic«<M  liuti  had  mmv.  cfTuot 
in  in(luriii{{  him  to  ii('«'«>|>t  o(!l<'c.  The  truth  I  mont  tiriiily  l>i>liuve 
to  In>  thut  the  (}r«'nt  H<'iil  had  not  Ih>(>ii  oti'crcd  to  him  when  ho 
miulo  hift  two  ri|M><fh<>M  in  tho  IfoiiHi'  of  (^tmmonM,  and  tliat  h« 
n«'vt»r  rvfuw*!  any  oHIcr  rxc-t-pt  that  ot'  Attorni';'-(M'n«'ral.  Ilorne 
i»  iU'tiinlly  a|)|M)int<>4l  S«»li('itor-<l«'n«'nil. 

ThirinNitn  |>r«>H«>ntHat  ihiHniDini'iit  a  n«'\vandHtril<in^H|M-«'ta(!l(>. 
It  is  rilltHl  with  th«>  new  MiniMt)>r«  and  tlii>ir  adherents,  and  girnt 
numl)(>rH  an>  nittin;;  round  thf  tal>l«'H  writing  lir<tH  ot'  t\n\  wvf 
MiniHterH  tor  tin'ir  frirndH  in  tln'  I'ountry.  Surli  a  <lay  fop 
HrookH'ril  Who  (faild  have  tort'st-cn  it?  Who  rould  hav<>  Corc- 
Ht'cn  the  lilindncHM  and  ohntinacy  of  thf  Ihikr  of  Wellington? 
With  (KHumon  pnKlcnrc  Ii)>  would  now  liavr  Ihtu  «|uit(>  Hccun*. 

.  .  .  Tho  u(H!ountri  from  th<>  country  arc  more  and  more  alarm- 
ing.   The  barnu'kH  at  ( 'hicln'Htcr  hav<    mtu  taken  l»y  the  mob. 

The  general  notion  in  that  the  (lovernnu'nt  will  not  hiHt  long, 
hut  the  King  lH>ing  Nincere  I  know  noi  why  thiy  shotdd  \h!  ho. 
It  \n  a  wi^M.>  thing  politically  to  make  Ih'ougharn  ('hancHor.  As 
niemlH!r  for  Yorkshire  in  the  IIouhc  of  Commons  hi'  fiust  have 
Hoon  uuHettkHl  tlie  Government,  lie  may  Ih'  (piiet  enough  now 
alnnit  Slavery  and  Reform,  and  if  he  \h  troul)le><ome  he  can  l>o 
turned  out  without  much  danger ;  tor  in  the  Lords  there  are  no 
intlamnmble  materials.  I  fear  you  may  In-  tinnl  of  my  HjM.'eulft- 
tiuns,  84)  Adieu. 


Court  of  King's  Bench,  Monday,  Novpraber  22, 1830. 

Dear  George: — I  thank  you  mtich  for  your  long  and  inter- 
eMting  letter.  We  agree  pretty  well,  l)nt  you  arc  t<K)  Radical.  I 
still  stick  up  for  the  aristocracy  of  Kngland,  to  whom  the 
country  at  every  peritnl  of  it«  hi8tt)ry  luw  been  indcbtetl  for  ita 
lilwrties. 

There  is  to  Ikj  a  transfer  of  the  s<'als  of  office  in  the  course  of 
this  morning,  and  I  exj)e(^t  to  see  the  nrw  Attorney-General  in 
his  place  before  the  court  rises.  I^ord  Brougham  is  to  mount 
the  woolsack  at  five  o'clock.  I  think  I  have  given  you  a  littlo 
peep  behind  the  scenes  in  the  formation  of  the  new  Ministry. 


1m;m)J 
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<t(>m!n)(  out  of  litM  own  il<N>r.  I  wnlkinl  with  him  mmw  diHtniioc, 
and  he  talkwl  wry  tht'ly  of  t\u>  |>r«>m>nt  |Mmtur««  of  uf!'uir«.  Ho 
piitit  u  ^inmI  fait!  u|NMi  it,  Init  hi>  iH  ovidontly  niiich  <U>|)n>HM«Ml. 
lie  IM  now  r«>4hiiMnl  to  ahjn't  |N>vfrty.  I  do  not  Ix'lit'VM  that  \w 
will  havi>  il'J(MM)ay('ar  to  H|K>nd.  IIih  hal)itM  and  thoHvof  I^idy 
LyndhiirHt  art'  wry  rxtrnvunaiit. 

Thort!  is  only  mw  littli-  Ht-rap  to  Ir-  givon  away,  tlu!  kS>li(!itor- 
Uonctalsliip  to  the  (|n<><>n.  Hrouy;hain  in  iliHiKwing  of  thin,  anti 
of  ot!ic(>M  fai'  niori>  ini|M)rtant,  will  a(!t  without  any  regard  to  th«> 
opinion  nf  the  prot't'Mmion.  He  liken  to  nhow  \m  |M)wer  hy  (h)in(( 
what  otliti*  men  would  ho  afraid  to  do,  and  tluH  in  Huudl  iw  in 
great  tliinj^.  On  Friday  he  H|M>ke  at  the  bar  of  the  IIoum>  of 
Lords  in  plaid  trousers  and  a  tie-wi^  instead  of  the  full-lN)ttoin. 
]  told  him  I  should  go  home  and  burn  my  full-l>ottom,  and  if 
the  Lords  complained  of  ifiMirjijuvt,  1  should  eite  thu  example 
of  an  illustrious  nu'ndn'r  of  our  profession  who  had  lately  left 
the  bar. 

Thu  Mouse  is  to  adjourn  to-night  for  a  wei'k  or  t«>n  days. 

Court  of  Kin^V  Btnch,  Tu«H<lay,  Novotnbor  23:1830. 

Dkau  Gkoimik: — Ytui  nuiy  Im  tired  of  my  daily  despatchet*, 
but  I  will  gi\'e  ynn  (»iie  more.  I  have  just  Inxn  pleading  at  thu 
bar  of  the  Ilou.ne  of  Lords  before  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux. 
I  kept  my  word  to  ap|)ear  before  him  in  my  tie-wig,  and  I 
escaped  a  reprimand.  'J'lie  full-lM>ttom  is  very  odious.  So 
Btrict  Lord  KIdon  used  to  Im  that  I  remember  Wctherell,  when 
Attorney-General,  having  ft>rgot  his  full-botton>,  appeared  in  a 
tie,  and  Lord  Eldou  *  regretted  that  his  Majesty's  Attorney- 
General  was  not  present  at  the  bar  as  tlie  Interests  of  the  Crown 
were  tioiicerned.' 

Nothing  could  1k'  more  whimsical  than  the  changes  in  both 
Houses  last  night.  It  was  infinitely  droll  in  the  Commons  to 
observe  who  changetl  their  seats,  and  where  they  came  to.  I 
remain  on  my  t)ld  neutral  ground. 

Since  I  begau  this  letter  I  have  been  called  back  to  the  House 
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of  Ixtnli).  After  tliii  (i|M>iiiiiK  of  u  iii>w  iip|M>ul,  I  wUiuiMMil  tlu) 
aiittditt  i-«'r(>iiioiiy  of  I^oril  liri)ii(i;liiuii  luid  Vaiix  Immii^  Mworii  in 
lilt  ii  |Hrr.  IU>fort>,  Uv  WIW  only  M|N'iik(<r  of  tlii>  IIoiimc*  of  Ii4)nli«. 
ill!  wt'iit  tliroiiKli  the  (t'ri'tii'iiiy  with  imtcli  (gravity.  Il(>  in 
\uim\\i'*\  at  alHitit  Vaiix.  It  in  an  alMnnl  pittfof  vanity.  Tlicrt) 
an*  varinnM  JokcM  alNUit  liini  alniuiy.  I  ox  «/  pi'trlerra  nihil, 
Thi'  C'onrt  of  ChunciTy  in  to  Ik'  calltil  •  Vaux  Hall.' 

flutunUy,  Nov«mh«r  27,  lf*30. 
Dkak  ORonoK: — T  nm  tnn(<h«<«l   l>v  tht>  dti'i)  intcroHt  voii 

¥  t  W 

tttku  in  my  fortnn(>M.  With  ^rtiit  piniMiirt'  I  hav«>  nad  over 
Mtvoml  tinicM  the  letter  I  reitived  from  yon  yentenlay.  I  Mhonltl 
donlily  enjoy  any  ^<nnI  Inek  I  may  ever  nui't  with  by  thinking 
how  yuu  won  Id  enjoy  it. 

.  .  .  (iikI  knowM  how  the  new  MiniHtry  will  ^u  on,  hut, 
with  prnden(*e,  I  hw.  no  reiuutn  why  tliey  Hhonid  not  Im;  Hteady. 
(Jnty  iH  jnHtly  hiamed  for  bringing  in  so  many  of  hix  own  family 
— lit  leant  »cven  j  Hon,  Mjn-in-law,  hrotherH-in-law,  nephewM-in- 
law,  (&e. 

Yon  will  Hit'  my  HIIIm  in  the  'Tinn-n'  of  to-day.  IJron^^hani 
wiiM  ralher  diHpoHeil  to  keep  them  to  hiniMelf  and  bring  them  for- 
ward in  the  Lord^.  Itnt  he  at  laHt  advised  me  to  give  notitt;  of 
thu  KegiHtration  Hill  in  the  Commonn,  and  I  .liink  I  have  now 
uppropriate<l  to  mynelf  the  reform  of  the  law  of  Real  I'rojRTty. 
...  I  have  hiul  notie(>  from  the  Clianeellor  that  he  winhes  mo 
to  go  on  a  H|)eeial  (M)mmisriion  next  month  into  lierkHhiru  to 
conduct  the  |)roHei-utionH  againnt  the  rioterH. 

Tiiodday,  Novimiher  30. 1830. 

...  I  moan  to  pre.si>nt  thu  Cupar  |H>titionH  to-night,  hut  T 
um  rather  afraid  to  go  near  the  IIoumi>,  for  there  are  four  ballots, 
und  it  would  play  the  Devil  with  mc  to  Ihj  put  upon  un  elei^tiou 
committee. 

The  »UxUi  of  the  country  Incomes  more  appalling.  The 
damnable  custom  of  paying  wages  out  of  the  poor  riiU'H,  wh'wh 
haa  prcvailetl  for  twenty  ycur»  in  the  Houth  aud  West  of  Euglund, 
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ill  Olio  |pt>nt  iniiiM'  of  tlt«'  miM'hiff.     H«M'ii>ty  mtitu*  I'litirvly  ili»> 
aolvod.     I  trviiiWIf  tor  llm  i'uUi  of  our  ohililn>ii. 

Fri'Uy,  Dnrnmhnr  1,  IB.10, 

.  .  .  I  protirnttHi  liiMt  lUKlit  the  ('ii|Hir  iHiitiniiHu^iuiHtMlnvory, 
wh!iJii((  two  lioiirr>  to  my  ^ri'ut  iiii>iiiivt'iiifiin>  iliut  iIuti!  iiiiKht 
Im<  no  (li'liiy.  1  iiifiitimiul  tlic  lively  iiitiTCMt  I  took  in  tli<<  |H<ti- 
tioiiH  iiM  tiit'y  t'uiiit'  I'roiii  my  niitivc  |»liif«>,  iiihI,  tlinit^li  tlii>  |K>ti- 
tioiicrH  wi>n>  not  my  coiiHtitiit'iitf*,  1  wiih  tHtniiifictl  with  tiu'in  hy 
till!  ticM  of  curly  a(>«|naintaiut!  uiul  tVii'ii«Uhi|i.  I  |uirtifMlurly 
touclittl  on  tlir  (•'iujt'r  t't'flin^H  of  tlit>  ludii'H,  and  in  roni|ilim(!nt 
to  tlicni  I  inovtil  that  tlnir  |M>ti(io!i  hIioiiIiI  Im>  prlntitl,  notwith- 
Htaii(liiig  tli(>  ^(•tl(•rul  un(lt>i*HtJiiulin^  that,  on  lUt'iMint  of  tlio 
I'liormouH  c'X|H>nM',  slavery  |H'titionrt  MJinnld  not  Im>  |iriiit(>4l.  Tho 
IIoiiM)  with  ((I'fat  )(tKNl  humor  a^rfttl  to  my  |)ro|N)Hiil.  You 
may  prt>|»ar(>a  |Hira|;ra|)li  u|M)n  tht>  HuhjtH't  for  thii  '  Fifi;  ilcralil.' 
I  |(M)k(il  ovi'r  tlu!  Hi);naturi-H  aixl  whm  HurpriMNl  to  know  ho  inany^ 
and  that  tin;  Nuhji'ct  Hh«>uld  hav«!  attraftt>d  thu  iiotict!  of  writciH, 
doi'tot'H,  miniHtci'H,  farnicrH,  iVcc,  iVcc 

...  I  havi!  Imh'ii  workin)(  in  St^tti'li  a|>|M>ulH,  and  to-day  wiM 
ohli^ixl  tt)  ruturn  |>a|>vrM  with  li^hty-four  (^iiinoaM,  not  \mu^ 
ahli!  to  utt4!nd  at  the  bur  of  the  liouso  of  liords  on  Monday  or 
Tuwtduy. 

Wt'Jnenday,  Dm  «rab«r  8,  1830, 

Dkau  GkokoK: —  ...  I  wlHhed  u>  have  j^iven  you  Bome 
ncx'ount  of  the  dinner  on  Huiuhiy  at  Bin>i\i^hamV,  but  it  hiw  all 
gone  out  of  my  head.  I  only  recolhnit  itm\  I  w<w  reinin(le<l  of 
the  Maying  of  Chatux>llor  Oxenstiern  :  'S^f,  toy  moii,  with  how 
little  wiHdoni  the  world  Ih  governeil.'  lJr<>ugliam  himself  has 
more  genius  than  wiHclom.  As  to  the  others,  [  take  them  not  to 
be  ut  all  alM)ve  mediourity.  I  wish  I  had  u  bit  of  land  to  raise 
potutoes  upon  in  8<'otland,  for  land  in  England  will  soon  be  uU 
eaten  up  by  the  poor  rates ;  but  there  is  little  ohaiu«,  except  id 
case  of  public  convulsion,  that  I  should  be  ever  induced  or  per- 
mitted to  return  to  live  iu  my  native  country. 

VOL.  II.  2 
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Friday,  Dnonilior  17,  1«30. 

Dkau  Gkoiujk: — You  will  sec  by  the  nc\vsj)iipor«  that  I 
have  luado  my  motion.*  I  have  not  lost  my  character,  I  believe, 
altlion^^h  I  have  not  gained  anything  beyond  a  little  notoriety, 
which,  it'  without  disgrace,  is  an  advantiige.  I  had  ill  luek  in 
a  motion  coming  on  when  1  expected  to  be  called  to,  respeciting 
the  borough  of  Kvcsham.  This  lastetl  till  past  seven  o't^locjk, 
when,  unless  there  be  something  very  inviiing,  niembers  go  to 
dinner.  There  was  a  great  <lispersion,  which  damped  me  exceed- 
ingly, and  I  by  no  means  did  the  thing  so  well  as  I  should  have 
done  had  it  come  on  two  houra  earlier.  Howevtir  I  did  not 
break  down,  and  the  whole  went  oiF  as  well  as  I  could  expect. 
Except  Brougham,  no  one  probably  would  have  had  a  more 
I'avoralde  hearing  upon  such  a  subject.  The  newsi)a])ers  can 
give  you  no  notion  of  my  speech,  as  it  could  not  be  intelligible 
to  the  reporters  from  its  technical  details.  I  mean  to  publish  it 
in  a  pamphlet. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  that  for  the  rest  of  life  there 
is  nothing,  in  civil  life  at  least  (although  I  may  be  obliged  to 
fight  in  the  field),  which  can  put  me  much  into  a  funk.  I 
recollect  nothing  like  last  night  since  the  first  time  I  was  to  say 
prayei*s  in  the  Ilall  of  the  New  College,  8t.  Andrews.  I  remem- 
ber pacing  backwards  and  forwards  till  the  bell  tolled  eight — 
and  then  my  heart  died  within  me. 

If  my  blood  were  up  I  would  care  no  more  about  s[)eakiog  in 
the  House  of  Commons  than  before  a  jury.  But  the  (jfenus 
demonstrativum  dicemJi  has  always  been  disagreeable  to  me  before 
all  audiences. 

Saturday,  December  18, 1830. 

Dear  George  : — I  find  I  gained  a  little  more. credit,  though 
probably  not  nuieh  more,  by  my  Register  speech  than  I  was 
aware  of.  Lust  night  in  the  House  of  Commoisa  several  mem- 
bers, with  whom  I  was  not  acquainted,  accosted  me,  and  said 


*  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  establish  a  General  Register  of  Deeds  in 
England.— Ed. 


IH.'JO.] 


HIM;(  lAI.   (  (»M.MISS1()\    AT    IlKAIUXG. 


27 


f  life  thero 


r  of  Deeds  in 


they  (lid  not  siiinxtsc  tlie  dry  suljjcct  oC  rej^istrutioii  eould  have 
been  made  so  intcrc-itinfj,  and  that  they  were  strongly  impressed 
by  my  arguments. 

I  am  going  to  Rtwling  on  Deeember  27,  and  shall  l)e  there, 
I  suppose,  neai'  a  week. 

Alexander,  the  Chief  Baron,  will  not  resign  without  a  peerage, 
and  Copley's  job  *  is  for  the  present  at  an  end  ;  but  unless  there 
should  i)e  a  eoolncss  between  Lord  Grey  and  I^ady  Lyndhurst, 
he  will  have  the  refusal  of  any  judieial  place  which  may  become 
vacant,  either  in  the  Exchequer  or  King's  Bench. 

i^pecial  CommiBBion,  Heading,  December  28, 1830. 

Dear  George  : — Here  we  are  upon  a  very  tiresome  job. 
Heaven  knows  when  it  will  terrainate.f  We  have  not  even  the 
excitement  of  a  little  personal  danger,  for  the  town  is  as  quiet 
and  dull  as  can  be.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoners  are  singularly 
stupid  men,  and  I  have  just  been  obliged  to  caution  one  of  them 
against  putting  questions  to  hang  his  client. 

Lord  Brougham  has  got  two  men  at  the  bar  here  into  a  ridicu- 
lous scrape.  He  told  Mawle  and  Malkin  they  were  to  be  junior 
counsel  for  the  Crown.  They  came  last  night,  when  the  solicitor 
from  the  Treasury  said  he  had  no  instructions  from  the  Attor- 
ney-General or  Lord  Melbourne  to  retain  them,  and  they  have 
this  morning  returned  to  London.  This  is  like  Brougham's 
conduct  to  Lord  Lyndhurst  in  offering  to  make  him  Chief  Baron 
when  there  was  no  vacancy  iu  the  office. 

I  have  nearly  a  sinecure.  While  Gurney  is  opening  the  case 
to  the  jury,  I  shall  only  have  to  look  at  the  proof  of  the  first 
witness. 

Ireland  nov,-  excites  the  most  painful  interest.  They  say  there 
is  not  a  man  in  Ireland  whose  property  is  under  £500  a  year 
who  does  not  wish  for  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  that  is,  sep- 
aration and  the  iodependence  of  Ireland.  On  the  next  general 
election  no  candidate  will  have  any  chance  who  professes  himself 

*Viz.,  to  succeed  him  as  Lord  Chief  Baron. — Ed. 

t Special  commission  to  prosecute  the  rioters  in  Berkshiie. — Ed. 
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a  Unionist,  and  O'Connell's  nominees  will  represent  Ireland, 
unless  open  rebellion  should  previously  break  out.  If  O'Con- 
nell  would  have  accepted  the  office  of  Chief  Ju8ti<.c  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  it  was  a  dretidful  blunder  not  to  appoint  him. 
He  would  have  been  extinguished  for  ever,  and  if  he  had  mis- 
conducted himself  as  a  judge,  he  might  easily  have  been  removed. 
But  every  successive  Government  has  played  into  his  hand. 

Crown  Court,  Abingdon,  Thursdoy,  January  6, 1831. 

Dear  George  : — You  are  right  in  supposing  that  there  is  no 
interest  in  these  proceedings  to  me.  But  Government  and  the 
public  attach  importance  to  them.  When  in  town  I  met  Sir 
James  Graham  and  George  Lamb,  the  uuder-secretary,  who 
inquired  very  anxiously  into  the  temper  of  the  juries  and  the 
disposition  of  the  people.  The  cases  hera  are  very  trumpery, 
and  it  is  impossible  to  execute.  In  my  opinion  none  of  the  poor 
devils  should  be  put  to  death,  for,  after  all,  machine-breaking 
was  their  object,  and  the  taking  of  money,  which  is  called  rob- 
bery, is  merely  incidental.  No  personal  violence  was  offered  or 
seriously  intended.  Now  my  criterion  as  to  capital  punishment 
is  this :  would  I  have  shot  the  man  in  the  commission  of  the 
offence?  ...  I  am  inclined  to  say  that  no  case  of  forgery 
should  be  capital.     What  do  you  tliink  upon  this  subject  ? 

I  expect  to  finish  here  to-morrow.  In  public  I  am  doomed 
either  to  have  painful  excitement  or  tiresome  dulness.  But  I 
had  three  happy  days  with  Mary  and  the  children  in  London. 


II : 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Januaet,  1831— Ootobee,  1831. 

Broughftin'B  Enmity  to  Scarlett— Speculations  as  to  the  Coming  Reform  Bill — 
Dinner  at  Edward  EIUco'b— Dinner  at  Lord  Chancellor  Brougham's — 
Introduction  of  the  Reform  Bill— Leaves  the  Circuit  at  Shrewsbury  to 
vote  for  the  Second  Readihg— Majority  of  One — Brings  in  Bills  for  the 
Amendment  of  thb  Law— Dissolution  of  Parliament — Re-elected  for  Staf- 
ford— Letter  from  Lord  Brougham— Silk  Gown  for  Tancred — Bill  against 
Bribery — The  Cholera— The  Drawing-Room — New  Parliament— Speech 
in  the  Debate  on  the  Reform  Bill — Moves  an  Amendment — Coronation 
of  William  IV.— Scotch  Reform  Bill — Dinner  at  Lord  Althorp's — Reform 
Bill  thrown  out  by  the  Lords — Speakers  in  the  Debate. 

Wednesday,  January  12, 1831. 

Dear  George: —  .  .  .  Alexandei' has  this  morning  announced 
his  determination  to  resign,  and  I  suppose  Copley  will  be  Chief 
Baron  forthwith.  It  is  said  to  be  arranged  that  when  he  resumes 
the  Great  Seal,  Brougham  is  to  be  Chief  Baron,  and  so  alternately, 
like  councillors  in  a  Scotch  corporation.  As  things  now  stand, 
we  should  have  Copley  here  for  Chief  Justice  in  case  of  a  vacancy. 
Thus  all  hope  of  Scarlett's  promotion  is  for  ever  at  an  end. 

Saturday,  January  15, 1831. 

...  I  have  got  Lord  Melbourne  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Real 
Property  Commissioners,  which  I  dictated,  and  my  colleagues 
will  see  I  have  some  influence  with  the  new  Government. 
Brougham,  however,  retains  his  enmity  to  Scarlett  and  all  con- 
nected with  him.  I  do  not  wonder  that  Brougham  felt  mortified, 
for,  being  paramount  in  the  Hou.se  of  Commons,  when  he  came 
into  the  King's  Bench  he  was  inferior  to  many,  which  he  probably 
ascribed  to  Scarlett,  Avho  if  against  him  always  beat  him,  and  if 
on  the  same  side  never  allowed  him  to  interfere.  Just  before  the 
change,  Scarlett  twitted  him  bitterly  as  the  reviewer  of  his  own 
pamphlets  and  speeches.     If  Brougham  had  magnanimity,  he 
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would  forget  all  those  offciioes ;  but,  though  veiy  popular  in  his 
manner  ami  really  goo<l-natiire(l,  I  Iwlieve  him  to  Ix;  veiy  resent- 
ful and  even  malicious  jigainst  anyone  who  cla-^hos  with  him. 
We  continue  very  goo<l  friends.  lie  is  now  Treasurer  or  Presi- 
dent of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  tlines  there  occasitinally.  I  do  not 
hear  a  word  of  the  Goveriunont  plan  of  Reform.  I  believe 
Althorp  is  for  going  a  great  deal  farther  than  Grey. 

Wednesday,  January  19, 1831. 

.  .  .  Lord  Lyndhurst  was  down  upon  his  knees  yesterday 
before  Lord  Brougham,  literally,  when  sworn  in  Chief  Baron — 
a  curious  scene,  considering  that  within  three  months  Brougham 
asserted  in  print  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  would  make  a 
better  Equity  judge  than  I^ord  Lyndhurst. 

I  met  Brougham  at  dinner  yesterday  at  Lintioln's  Inn,  and  we 
had  a  great  deal  of  laughing  about  the  Cupper  election,  the  word 
being  sometimes  in  the  House  of  Commons  pronounced  Cupper 
and  sometime  Kew-par,  Brougham  preferring  the  latter  pronun- 
ciation.    He  says  Jeffrey  is  (piite  secure.*  ' 


Saturday,  January  22, 1831. 

.  .  .  No  one  can  tell  anything  of  the  Government  plan  of 
Reform  or  its  probable  fate,  but  all  seem  to  agree  that  qudcungtie 
vid  datd  Parliament  must  be  dissolved. 

I  rather  believe  the  proposal  will  be  to  disfranchise  a  certain 
number  of  boroughs  where  the  population  is  below  a  certain 
number,  the  franchise  to  be  transferred  to  the  large  towns,  and 
in  the  remaining  boroughs  the  right  to  be  o])encd  to  all  house- 
holders paying  a  certain  rent,  outvoters  to  be  cut  off — with  minor 
regulations. 

I  am  going  to  dine  on  Wetlnesday  with  Edward  EUice,  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  Grey's  brother-in-law.  He  does  not 
know  much  about  it,  and  I  rather  think  he  does  not  bode  well 
for  the  present  Government.     [Written  on  the  margin  of  the 


♦Jeffrey  was  returned  to  Parliament  for  the  Perth  burgha, — Ed. 
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letter:    'He  ufterwartls  luul  more  to  do  with  'wrryiiig  the  Bill 
than  any  other  man.'] 

Thumday,  January  27, 1831. 

.  .  .  There  was  a  large  party  of  politicians  at  Ellice's,  but  I 
heard  nothing.  I  sat  next  Wood,  liOrd  Grey's  son-in-law,* 
with  a  son  of  Grey  on  the  other  hand.  I  believe  they  know 
very  little,  but  I  should  conjecture  that  a  reform  will  be  pro- 
posed which  will  most  likely  be  rejected  by  the  House  of 
Commons.  Then  will  come  the  tremendous  crisis — dissolution 
or  change  of  Ministry,  either  leading  to  revolution. 

Saturday,  January  29, 1831. 

...  I  met  Brougham  on  Thursday  at  Lincoln's  Inn.  He 
took  me  aside  and  said  he  wished  much  I  would  keep  myself 
disejigaged  for  Saturday,  February  5,  as  he  wished  me  to  dine 
with  him  to  meet  Lord  Grey  and  JeiFrey  with  a  very  small  party. 
On  going  home  I  found  I  was  engaged  to  dine  with  Judge  Bos- 
anquet.  When  Brougham's  card  came  I  was  in  a  great 
embarraa.  I  stated  it  to  Bosanquet,  who  said  I  must  meet  the 
Prime  Minister.  Grey  has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to 
Brooks's  for  some  years,  and  I  am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  him. 

Brougham  says  Ministers  are  to  support  the  Register  Bill. 
It  would  be  great  glory  for  me  if  I  could  carry  it,  in  my  small 
way. 

Wednesday,  February  2, 1831. 

.  .  .  The  Duke  of  Gloucester  a  few  days  ago  asked  Lady 
Lyndhurst  whether  Lord  Grey  had  promised  to  make  her  hus- 
band Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  She  said:  'Lord 
Grey  offered  me  the  place  of  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchquer  that 
I  might  give  it  to  my  husband,  and  did  not  promise  the  other 
office,  but  said  he  was  very  sorry  it  was  not  vacant  that  he  might 
have  oifered  it  to  me.'  Times  are  changed.  Grey  assigned  as 
his  principal  reason  for  opposing  Canning,  that  he  had  made 

*  Now  Lord  Halifax. 
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Copley  Cluiuct'Uor,  saying  that  if  he  had  made  Scarlett  it  would 
have  been  a  different  thing. 

Sundny  night,  quarter  to  one,  February  6,  1831, 

.  .  .  The  Chancellor's  dinner  went  oft'  very  pleasantly,  but 
nothing  particular  puKsed.  Present :  The  Duke  of  Uichmond, 
Lord  Grey,  Lord  Mellwurne,  Lord  Essex,  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-Geneml,  King's 
Advocate,  Lord  Advocate,  Dr.  Lushington,  and  John  Willianis. 
I  never  was  more  amaze<l  than  when  Lord  liyndhurst  was 
annount.-ed.  To  have  thought  three  months  ago  I  should  have 
dined  with  him  at  Lord  Chancellor  Brougham's!  He  put  a 
good  face  upon  it,  and  he  and  I  rather  approached  each  other 
on  our  former  fodting  of  familiarity.  Grey  seemed  very  cheer- 
ful and  was  quite  unaftected — in  sjjite  of  the  debate  on  the  Civil 
List,  and  the  approaching  eh>ction  of  tiic  Duke  of  Nemours  to 
be  King  of  Belgium. 

I  have  worked  above  ten  hours  to-tlay.  1  dined  at  Scarlett's, 
where  I  met  Ijord  Rosslyn,  but  he  said  nothing  of  Fife.  Rogers 
the  poet  and  Mackintosh  were  of  the  party — both  very  agreeable. 

I  have  a  tremendously  busy  week  b/cfore  me,  and  I  look  to  it 
with  some  api)rehen8ion. 

Wednesday,  February  9, 1831. 

...  I  really  could  have  told  you  nothing  of  the  Chancellor's 
dinner  worth  relating.  Brougham  did  not  wait  for  Grey  before 
he  ordered  dinner,  and  the  Premier  came  in  as  we  were  eating 
our  soup.  I  was  not  introduced  to  him,  but  hearing  my  name 
mentioned,  he  very  unaffectedly  asked  me  to  drink  wine  with 
him.  We  were  at  a  distance  from  each  other,  and  he  went  off 
soon  after  we  returned  to  the  drawing-room.  But  I  stayed 
pretty  late,  ana  Brougham  and  Copley  talked  of  Best  and  our 
old  friends  with  their  wonted  license. 

I  have  put  oft'  the  second  reading  of  the  Register  Bill  till  the 
4th  of  March,  but  I  apprehend  that  Parliamentary  Reform 
will  occu]>y  the  whole  of  the  week  from  the  1st  of  March,  and 
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I  leave  Loudon  on  the  5th.  We  are  to  be  a  dismal  time  u|H)n 
the  circuit,  the  guols  being  vc*^y  full,  although  there  will  hardly 
be  any  civil  business.     I  wish  I  could  out  the  circuit  altogther. 

Court  of  King'8  Bench,  Tuesday,  February  22, 1831. 

Dear  George  : — O'Connell  came  up  to  me  in  the  House  of 
Commons  last  night  und  complimented  me  on  my  speech  on 
Friday  against  the  Marquis  of  Clmndos.  This  is  a  little 
alarming,  but  I  do  not  regret  my  ebullition. 

At  present  wa  are  sitting  at  Guildhall  und  I  can  hardly  give 
any  time  to  the  House.  The  Court  sits  till  near  six  o'clock, 
sometimes  later.  I  have  four,  five,  or  six  consultations  in  the 
evening,  and  I  have  to  read  briefs,  which,  if  printed,  would  make 
a  folio  volume. 

My  notion  of  perfect  happiness,  is,  having  nothing  but  politics 
to  attend  to — a  good  cause — and  associates  entitled  to  jjerfect  con- 
fidence. Unfortunately  for  me,  my  time  is  wasted  by  profes- 
sional drudgery.  I  have  no  cause,  and  no  associates.  You  may 
think  it  pusillanimous  to  sacrifice  Parliament  to  Nisi  Prius,  but 
you  must  recollect  a  man  cannot  take  a  portion  of  business  and 
no  more.  He  must  play  the  whole  game  or  give  it  up  entirely. 
Then  my  station  in  the  House  of  Commons  depends  very  much 
on  my  station  at  the  bar.  Many,  there,  look  with  a  foolish  respect 
to  an  eminent  counsel. 

I  have  been  writing  during  a  speech  of  Pollock's  which  draws 
to  a  close.  I  am  rather  agreeably  circumsttmced,  being  junior  to 
Scarlett,  instead  of  fighting  him,  which  is  to  me  every  way  dis- 
agreeable. It  is  an  odd  change  that,  instead  of  a  powerful  patron 
as  he  might  have  been  expr  oted  to  be,  he  turns  out  to  be  an  over- 
whelming rival. 

Sunday  night,  February  27, 1831. 

...  I  must  still  say  you  are  much  too  Radical  for  me.  Any- 
thing which  amounts  to  the  formation  of  a  new  Constitution  I 
shall  oppose,  as  I  hold  the  formation  of  a  new  Constitution  to  be 
an  impossibility,  and  there  has  as  yet  been  no  instance  of  it  in 
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the  worhl.     A  CoiiHtittitioii  may  Im>  ni<Hlil!i'<l  niul  iniprnviHl,  but 
it  nuiHt  Hpritig  iVoiii  time  niul  acculciit,  not  tVorn  (U'Hi};ii. 

I  have  rt'CfivtHl  a  copy  of  a  ('u|mr  |M'tition  lor  Knllot,  wit?i  u 
re<]iu'st  to  Htipport  it,  hut  1  shall  rcrtainly  opposr.  Ah  yet  I  uin 
a  decided  ciuMiiy  to  Itallot.  It  would  have  a  t'ccltlc  ctlt'ct  in 
checking  briU'iy,  Ixit  it  could  not  at  all  c|i(><>k  undue  intlueuce, 
except  in  an  far  an  it  |>i'onioted  falnehotMl  and  liypiHi'iHy.  \  mIiouM 
certainly  like  to  make  a  short  speech  on  Lord  John  Rus-eHV 
motion,  hut  all  the  House  will  wish  to  s|)eak,  and  1  am  apimlled 
by  the  prosiwet  of  re|)eattHl  ettortH  in  vain  to  »'at<'h  the  Speaker'^ 
eye. 

[On  the  1st  of  March  liord  John  Russell  intr<Mlu«'(Hl  hiH  long 
exiK-'cted  Reform  Rill. — El).] 

Wodnomlay,  Mmoli  :',  1831. 

Dear  Ckouoe: — You  nuist  he  Radi<'al  indeed  if  Ministei*s 
have  not  satisfied  you  !  We  arc  <piite  appalled  !  There  is  not 
the  remotest  chance  of  such  a  Jiill  iM-injjj  carried  by  this  or  any 
House  of  Commons.     You  may  anticii)atc  the  conseciucniie. 

I  am  nj;ain  in  a  very  emharrassiiijj  situation  aw  I  am  personally 
comierned.  I  was  prepared  to  support  any  mo<lerate  measure, 
but  this  really  is  a  revolution  tjimj'wtn.  It  is  unquestionably  a 
new  Constitution.  I  am  ([uite  in  despair  and  shall  take  no  part 
in  the  discussion.  1  could  not  do  so  advantageously  or  credit- 
ably. Had  the  measure  been  practicable,  I  would  have  supporttnl 
it  toti»  vh'ibm.  Going  so  far  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  The 
old  Constitution  being  gone,  we  might  have  had  something  much 
more  perfect. 

The  sensation  produced  in  the  House,  as  you  may  suppttse,  was 
great  beyond  all  example.  The  violencre  of  tlw  plan  rather  less- 
ened the  alarm,  for  people  felt  that  it  couhl  not  he  carried. 

Scotland  ought  to  be  highly  pleased,  and  as  far  as  Scotland  is 
concernal  I  entirely  approve.  But  all  this  might  hav<!  been  done 
without  overturning  the  existing  Constitution  of  England. 

I  am  invited  to-day  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Wellington  at  Scar- 
lett's.    I  am  not  sorry  that  I  have  a  good  excuse  to  be  absent. 
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Thvru  in  no  li'tuli'i'  with  wiiuiii  I  cuii  utMooiatc  iiiyhvlf,  uiiil  1  euro 
not  how  H<M>ii  I  iiin  hoi'H  de  oombat. 

Home  of  Commom,  fivf  o  clock, — 1  know  nothing  nioiv,  Imt  I 
write  you  u  sinj^lc  linr.  The  IImu.^m'  in  now  on  private  buHincHH. 
The  gcnerul  Hcntiincnt  in  thtit  the;  nx'tt^Hiirt;  gocH  a  (^roat  deal  t<Mi 
far.  It  is  a|)|ilaii<i(><l  hy  i\w  KatlicaJH  and  nomv  WhigM,  Imt  in 
very  distasteful  to  a  great  part  of  the  Whig  party,  uud  I  <l<)  not 
think  there  is  a  |M)ssiliility  of  its  l)eing  earried. 

Grey  did  well  for  his  personal  (H>nse<|uenee  to  make  it  8o 
strong.  The  (.Mvil  List  and  the  Budget  will  now  Ih>  forgotten. 
Ah  far  as  Parliamentary  Iteform  is  coneerned  he  has  given  a 
good  penny  W(»rth  ;  hut,  by  so  committing  the  House  of  Commons 
against  tluM-ountry,  he  has  ineurre<l  a  tremenihms  responsibility. 
Even  out  of  dnoi-s  the  nuusure  will  be  a  gcMHJ  deal  opjmsetl,  for 
all  corporations  are  to  Ih>  annihilated,  and  they  will  make  a  eim- 
siderable  clamor. 

I  took  a  pla(;e  this  morning  so«>u  after  eight,  but  I  have  no 
notion  of  s{)eaking.  Scarlett  called  and  asked  me  to  meet  the 
Duke  of  \V(!llingtou  in  a  manner  that  I  (^ould  not  resist.  I 
shall  remain  in  the  House;  till  half-past  seven,  go  to  dinner,  and 
return.  If  it  had  not  be<!n  for  the  Duke's  declaration  against 
all  Reform,  he  might  have  tJiken  u|)  the  cause  of  moderate 
Reform,  and  again  l)een  Minister;  l)ut  I  consider  him  as  for  ever 
extinguished. 

Thuwlay,  March  3, 1831. 

.  .  .  The  general  Ixjlief  is  that  the  Bill  must  be  thrown  out 
on  the  second  rea<ling.  T  expect  Ministers  will  then  resign  and 
anarchy  will  begin. 

I  feel  inclined  as  a  choice  of  evils  t(»  support,  and  even  to 
speak  in  favor  of  the  Bill. 

I  was  absent  from  the  House  two  hours  last  night  to  meet  the 
Duke  at  ilinner.  He  was  very  good-hunioral  and  unafiectcd, 
and  laughed  like  any  ordinary  man  at  the  dismay  of  the  bor- 
ough patrons. 

I  returned  to  the  House  as  soon  as  the  ladies  had  withdrawn, 
among  whom  wad  the  pretty  and  pensioned  Mrs.  Arbuthu  )t. 
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Ornntham  Fiction  Committ*'*,  March  4,  IMl. 

Dbar  Okokur: — Huru  I  uiii  MorviiiK  ii|N>ii  un  Elix^tion  Com- 
mittee. But  thiit  U  a  piotHi  of  ^ixxl  luuk,  and  thu  only  ono  I 
have  met  with  for  a  loni;^  tiniu.  Tito  ciwc  is  HvttitHl  uml  will  Ih) 
over  in  hulf-an-hoiir,  and  then  I  am  uxumptud  from  Mtrvin^;  on 
olcctioD  comniitttiM  for  thu  rur^t  of  tho  Hciwion.  I  might  huv(! 
been  Hx(h1  for  h\x  wvcIch.  Hut  what  Hniall  conHiderationM  uru 
thetM)  uompurcd  to  thu  great  (jiKHtion  of  liuform  I 

I  went  down  liiMt  night  fully  ruMolvcd  to  H{H!ak,  hut  uiruum- 
DtAUixHi  arom;  which  alturuil  my  ruiiolution,  and  I  did  not  ofTur 
myMulf.  .  .  .  Baring  mudu  a  groat  impreiwion,  and  I'eurri  Hi)oe<;h 
was  undoubtedly  very  fine.  The  H}>eaking  luHt  night  watt  all 
aga'md.  PalmorHton  nuulo  but  an  indilTorcnt  hand  of  it,  and 
uxihnhhI  hit*  (!auH<^  by  concuding  in  8ubHt4tnc«  that  tluH  w»m  a  new 
Constitution.  If  I  had  npoken,  it  would  have  been  to  try  to 
prove  that  it  \a  the  old  Constitution  of  old  England,  and  would 
be  restoration,  not  innovation.  (.ouMiduring  that  the  three  great 
features  arc  ditifranchiHing  rotten  boroughs,  giving  members  to 
great  tmreprcsiuited  towns,  and  confining  the  qualifioution  for 
boroughs  to  householders,  this  might  l)e  argued  with  some 
jtlausibility. 

Library  of  Home  of  Commonn,  five  o'clock. —  .  .  .  The  sen- 
sation in  the  public  mind  is  great  l)eyond  anything  in  my  titne. 
No  event,  foreign  or  domestic,  can  l)c  compared  to  it  for  effcjit. 

I  am  afraid  that,  aft(!r  all,  tlw^  measure  is  a  new  Constitution, 
and  that  the  revolution  is  begun.  With  the  shojikeeju'rH  and 
farmers  it  will  be  very  popular.  Not  so  with  the  populace. 
Indeed,  if  it  were  to  l)e  a  final  adjustment,  it  would  rather  be 
aristocratical,  and  would  give  an  immense  preponderance  to  the 
landed  interest.  But  people  would  not  l)c  satisfied  till  universal 
suffrage  and  the  ballot  were  tried. 

Temple,  Saturday,  March  5, 1831. 

...  I  bitterly  repent  not  having  taken  a  part  in  the  debate. 
But  I  am  not  altogether  without  remedy.  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  to  leave  the  circuit  and  come  up  for  the  second  reading  of 
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till'  Hill  I'oiUt'  ijuf  mdte — uU  ooiiHiderutioiM  of  whataoovor  nuture 
Ih-Iii^'  tli.Hri>Kur<le<l. 

riir  imiiMiirti  t4ikcN  viiry  imich  with  the  nnintry.  JcflfVey  got 
i,\]'  viry  well  liiMt  iiiti^ht,  but  nithor  xhowvil  hiiiuxilf  to  Im  a  vury 
rUviT  timn  than  u  very  groat  orator. 

Worooitor,  Tiiimilay  night,  March  8,  Ifl.'U. 

...  I  (H)ntinii(t  very  much  diHtmctctl.  Ilud  tho  buHimvw 
tiiiiMlictl  hi>rt<  to-<hiy,  iim  I  once  <!XiH><'t(><l,  I  nuiiiit  to  havn  run  up 
to  town,  i>x|HH!ting  to  Hud  the  dclNitc  Htill  going  on.  I  nuiNt 
now  liK)k  to  the  Hoeond  reading.  I  Htill  (toUHider  the  Hill  dun- 
gerounly  violent,  hut  I  apprehend  Ichh  dang(>r  from  pacing  than 
n'j«'«ting  it.  I  exjieet  to-morrow  morning  to  rea<l  a  H|M5e<!h  of 
Scarlctt'ri,  and  to  hear  that  he  Iiiim  renigned  IiIh  Hoat  for  Malton. 
lie  wrote  to  liord  Milton  on  Sunday  to  tender  hiH  resignation. 
This  in  all  quito  right,  and  when  he  in  out  of  Parliament  his 
position  will  bo  improvc<l.  It  is  mueh  better  that  every  tie 
Itctween  him  and  the  Whigs  should  l)c  dissolvecl. 

W  he  and  I  are  on  opposite  sides,  it  will  Ik;  after  the  example 
of  father  and  son  in  the  Scottish  civil  wars. 

Worccnter,  Tliumday  night,  twelve  o'clock,  March  10,1831. 

Dkau  Geokge: — I  wonder  if  you  could  do  what  I  have 
done  tonlay.  I  rose  before  seven  and  I  have  never  left  the 
lioiiie,  or  seen  any  human  being  except  a  servant,  the  whole  day. 
You  lend  a  nice  easy  idle  comfortable  joyous  life.  I  worked 
fifteen  hours  in  court  yesterday.  I  have  to-tlay  Inicu  upon  the 
Report  of  the  Real  Property  Commission.  But  I  can  think  of 
nothing  seriously  except  the  Reform  Bill.  I  shall  leave  Shrews- 
bury Satui-day  the  19th,  and  be  in  my  place  Monday  the  21st  at 
all  sacrifices.  Ministers  certainly  have  the  country  with  them, 
but  whether  they  would  gain  numbers  upon  the  disfranchise- 
ment question  by  a  dissolution  is  attended  with  some  doubt. 

I  go  to  Stafford  to-morrow — a  horrid  prospect  for  me,  as  you 
may  imagine.  If  the  Bill  passes,  the  constitution  of  the  borough 
will  be  altered.     Now  the  right  is  in  freemen  ;  then  it  will  be 
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in  thu  t4>ii-|M)Uiiil  iKHiM'liolilim.     Akiout  500  would  b«  mUUcI  to 
tlie  ooniititucitcy  of  u  U'ltti-  tliiMx, 

HnuM  of  Commoni,  Monday,  March  21,  |h:i| 

Dkaii  (lEonoE:—  ...  I  IrJlt  Siilo|)  on  Hiituriluy  u\nht, 
rt>turniii)(  ti  ^rcut  Ihi^  ot'  Iii'M'Cn.  TIiIh  I  HhotiM  not  iniiid  if  I 
cMHilii  (io  nny  g<HMl  wlicii  1  rotiit>.  I  mIuiII  havt*  no  o|>|M>rtunUy 
of  fi|M>akin|{, 

lloiiit*  of  Comtnonii,  Tuxi><Uy,  Miirch  22. 

,  .  You  will  mtt*  \>y  tlic  |Hi|H>rH  that  the  dclHttc  wa^  luljourncd. 
It  U  wt'll  iuult>rMt<MM|  that  tlu'  (liviHion  will  Ih>  to-ni((lit.  Nuouv 
oin  etirtuinly  Uill  tlit!  n'Hiilt,  but  my  own  opinion  in  that  tht>  Bill 
will  Im!  lortt,  and  tluTc  will  Im'  an  iMun(><liuti>  diHMolution. 

If  tho  iloum;  divid».'H  I  Mliall  Hct  otf  to  llcivford  to-muri'uw 
rooming.     I  wax  only  f«)in'  Iioui'm  in  1m>(I  la^t  night. 

New  Hfrii  t,  W»'(lniHiliiy  morning, 

Four  (I'lldi'k,  March  2i<, 

Dkau  (iKouoE: — I  am  just  returned  from  thf  IIoumo.  You 
have  hmrd  tlu;  division — '\02  for;  .'101  against — ho  I  (lurieil  the 
Bill  by  going  up.  But  I  did  not  gi^ta  hearing  though  I  ollervd 
myself  wven  timeH.     In  two  hours  I  wt  oft'  for  Hi'n'f»»rd. 

Herel'oril,  Thiirnilfty,  March  24. 

Deak  Geokoe  :  — I  hope  you  may  not  pay  pof*tage  for  tbia 
letter,  but  it  is  very  unrertain  whether  Ministers,  with  a  nuijority 
of  one,  will  go  on  with  their  Bill  iK'fore  the  prenent  House  of 
CoinniouH.  I  iHjlieve  they  woidd  much  sooner  have  lost  it  by  a 
nuijority  of  one,  and  thi'M  tluy  might  have  dissolveil  with  great 
Ailat.  Th(!y  will  now  be  a  good  deal  hampered  with  Committee. 
Of  eourse  I  eould  learn  nothing  before  I  left  London. 

The  division  wiw'not  so  exelting  as  out  of  d(K)rs  might  be 
expected,  although  the  most  important  and  eritieal  division  that 
ever  took  plaee.  I  .stayed  in  with  the  Ayes.  We  at  first 
believed  that  we  had  it,  for  as  the  Noes  went  out  they  were  said 
to  be  (but  they  were  not  then  eounted  by  the  tellers)  298.     We 
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wcri'  fIrMt  nHiiittil  l>y  tliti  tt*IU>rM  uiid  fmiiitl  to  In*  .'(02.  But  whvn 
llu'  N)H*H  Ih'^uii  to  ntiiu'  in  t\wy  ri>|M)rti>«l  thut  thf<y  liiul  itmiiti'd 
tlMiiiM'lvrn  in  tlic  liildiv,  un<l  timt  thi>y  wen*  ilOU.  Alexander 
Jturiii);  toltl  iiui  tlnit  lit-  liiiiiwll'  Imd  iimntcd  '105  go  out.  For 
iMtmi'  tiiiif  I  Imd  not  tin-  HinullfNt  doubt  that  th<<  Hill  wim  liMt, 
and  I'lirliiiMifnt  di^Holvt-d.  'i'lim  ninH*  tin*  rf|K)rt  tliiit  thi)  N<m>h 
litid  (•xii)fg«>iiiti'4l  tlirir  nutnU'D*,  and  tli(>  Holrnin  announ<'(>iu<>nt 
at  tlu'  taltli',  'Tin'  Xyvi*  who  r«<niaintil  wvrv  .'102.  The  N<k>h  who 
went  tort li  were  .'lol.'  (C'lirerM,  cluH'rM.)  Hut  I  have  M>en  niueh 
more  imxiety  mid  niiieh  more  exidtation  u|H>n  the  ){ivin)(  of  a 
verdiet.  'I'lif  mk'M  orditlereiit  partieM  were  mixwl  tiigether  laugh- 
ing and  joking,  idtlioiigh  not  only  the  country,  hut  they  individ- 
ually,  had  siirh  im|>ortant  intercHtH  at  Ntiikc. 

Htiirlett  M|Hike  very  well  int|ee«i.    lie  wiiM  immediately  to  rettign. 

Mini<«terH,  notwilliMtanding  all  th<'ir  hlunderH,  are  now  .He<>ure. 
l^el'irm  huM  iM-en  a  ;,'rand  foiiji  >VHiit  for  them.  Hut  tor  thin 
meuMure  they  would  have  lN>en  out  with  inenahlediNgrace.  Hud- 
get  and  all  in  forgotten.  It  wax  euriouH  to  hvu  liow  TwiM  and 
mieh  men  hiid  put  on  aii-M  iim  if  they  were  ngiun  in  ofllee.  Hut 
they  are  irreroveriihly  gone.  Peel  hiniHclf  in  evicU'ntly  very  nuieh 
eiiMt  down,  for  he  cannot  stem  the  torrent,  and  it  Ih  doubtful 
wh(>tlicr  he  can  ever  regain  \m  conHotiuence.  Ha<l  the  HiU  lM>cn 
thrown  out  by  any  considenible  majority,  h«  wouhl  iinmwliatcly 
have  l)oen  Prime  Minister.  The  Torien  are  quite  prepurinl  to 
give  up  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  acknowle<igc  him  for  chief. 
In  the  reformed  Parliam«>nt  he  must  struggle  for  a  neat,  OHTani- 
worth  is  half  disfrancliineil. 

.  .  .  CfO(Ml  night.  I  have  not  yet  been  tu  lH>d.  I  slept  a  good 
deal  in  travelling,  and  I  always  Bnd  that  oxcitumcnt  Htands  in 
the  room  of  Hleop. 


Monmouth,  March  27, 1831, 

.  .  .  The  King  I  iK'lieve  is  (piitc  firm,  although  all  the  women 
alwut  the  Court  are  against  the  Bill.  I  had  a  letter  yesterday 
froni  Mary,  in  which  she  says  she  had  been  calling  on  the 
Duchess  of  Gloucester,  who  praise<l  Sir  James  Scarlett's  speech. 
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*  Then,'  says  Mary,  *  she  looked  very  kindly  at  me,  saying.  But 
I  hope,  my  dear,  you  will  not  be  angry  with  us,  for  I  know  Mr. 
Campbell  is  on  the  other  side,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  because 
he  really  thinks  the  measure  wise  and  advantageous  for  the 
twintry.*  The  chance  of  the  Bill  being  carried  by  the  present 
Parliament  is  the  certainty  that  it  would  be  carried  by  a  new  Par- 
liament, and  some  who  are  hostile  may  yet  be  disposed  to  prolong 
their  existence  for  a  few  months. 

I  had  a  complement  paid  to  me  by  the  inhabitants  of  Here- 
ford, out  of  which  I  might  have  made  a  flaming  paragraph  in 
the  newspapers.  Above  300  resi)ectable  householders  assembled, 
came  to  my  lodgings,  and  gave  me  nine  cheers  for  having  carried 
the  Bill. 
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Temple,  Thursday,  April  7, 1831. 

Dear  George  : —  ...  I  arrived  at  Erlwood  *  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  had  two  very  delightful  days  observing  the  open- 
ing of  the  buds,  and  listening  to  the  lark  and  the  thrush.  The 
nightingale  has  not  yet  been  heard. 

I  was  told  at  Erlwood  that  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  demanded 
an  audience  of  the  King — not  as  a  relation  or  friend,  but  ai<  a 
Peer  of  Parliament,  and  stated  to  him  his  apprehensions  from 
the  Reform  Bill.  The  King  said :  '  Duke  of  Gloucester,  instead 
of  being  offended,  I  am  obliged  to  you.  You  have  done  this  as 
you  do  everything  in  a  very  gentlemanlike  manner.'  From  which 
the  Duke  infers  that  the  King  will  not  agree  to  a  dissolution  I 

Thursday,  April  14. 

.  .  .  Ministers  have  got  into  a  mess  about  the  sixty-two  mem- 
bers, by  which  number  the  House  was  to  be  reduced,  and  the 
anti-Reformists  are  in  spirits. 

...  I  am  going  to  move  to  bring  in  some  Bills  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  law.  I  shall  get  no  one  to  listeu  to  me  and  shall  say 
very  little. 


*  His  brother-in-law  Sir  Edmund  Currey's  place,  near  Bagshot,  Surrey. 
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Friday,  April  18. 

...  I  got  off  well  last  night  with  my  Bills,  auil  was  compli- 
mented by  Peel,  and  extravagantly  by  O'Connell.  However  (as 
might  be  expected)  the  newspapers  hardly  mention  sneh  an  unpop- 
ular subject.  I  was  obliged  to  give  up  the  second  reading  of  the 
Register  Bill  for  to-<lay,  but  Althorj)  promised  me  another  day 
and  declared  that  Government  supported  the  Bill. 


Tuesday,  April  19. 

.  .  .  You  will  see  the  debate  last  night*  was  adjournefl.  The 
Tories  say  they  had  a  nmjority  in  the  House.  I  suspect  Ministers 
did  not  feel  very  strong,  for  they  encouraged  the  adjournment. 
I  think  Gascoigne's  motion  will  be  carrietl.  .  .  .  Altogether  it 
is  bad  work,  and  the  excitement  is  too  strong  and  too  painful. 

House  of  Commom,  Wednesday,  April  20,  quarter-past  f am' . — 
It  is  said  to  be  well  understood  that  there  will  be  an  immediate 
dissolution,  and  I  believe  so.  Ministers,  as  I  apprehended,  have 
managed  it  badly.  They  go  to  the  country  on  very  bad  grounds. 
Those  who  voted  with  Gascoigne  will  have  rather  a  plausible 
case  to  make  out. 

You  will  see  that  I  spoke  last  night.  I  did  not  break  down, 
but  I  cannot  say  much  more.  I  rose  very  early  after  a  dull 
speaker,  not  hoping  to  get  a  hearing  at  a  more  favorable  hour, 
1  wish  I  had  entered  into  the  general  merits  of  the  Bill,  as  others 
did  who  followed,  for  I  had  some  good  remarks  to  make  upon 
it  not  yet  touched  upon,  but  1  confined  my.self  entirely  to  Gras- 
eoigne's  motion. 

.  .  .  Denman  tells  me  ■what  I  expected,  that  they  are  to  urge 
the  King  to  an  instant  dissolution.  They  would  like  to  delay  a 
little,  but  they  are  afraid  the  King  might  waver,  and  that 
persons  would  get  round  him  to  frighten  him. 


*  On  General  Gascoigne's  motion  for  a  resolution  that  the  numbers  of  tha 
House  of  Commons  should  not  bo  diminished,  carried  next  day  by  a  majority 
of  eight. — Ed. 
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FriJay,  April  22,  two  o'clork. 

.  .  .  The  King  is  coining  at  half-post  three  to  pass  the  Civil 
List  Bill  and  to  prorogue  Parliament.  Th  dissolution  will  he 
to-morrow  if  not  to-day.  The  division  hist  night  shows  that 
Ministers  never  can  have  a  majority  in  this  Parliament.  .  .  . 

HouM'.  of  Common»,  four  o'clock. — Parliament  is  j^rorogued 
and  will  he  dissolved  to-morrow.  I  heard  the  King's  speoj'li 
after  witnessing  a  most  disgraceful  row  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, for  which  I  refer  you  to  the  newspapei-s. 

There  is  dismay  in  the  heart  of  many  a  one  ;  but  all  put  a 
gootl  countenance  upon  it,  and  so  do  I.  In  the  House  of  Lords 
I  found  myself  standing  between  Peel  and  Lonl  John  Russell, 
and  I  said  jocularly  to  Tiord  John,  in  his  next  Reform  Bill  I 
hoped  there  would  be  a  clau.-te  for  establishing  a  better  commu- 
nication between  the  two  houses,  as  in  the  narrow  j)a.ssage  I  had 
been  squeezed  against  a  door,  and  the  gloss  of  my  watch  wius 
broken.  Peel  said  this  was  a  case  for  a  compensation  clause, 
whatever  might  become  of  the  proprietore  of  the  boroughs  in 
Schedule  A. 

It  was  not  known  till  one  o'clock  that  the  King  was  coming 
to-day. 

There  will  Ikj  terrible  work  at  some  of  the  elections.  Reform 
touches  us  little  at  Stafford,  and  ought  rather  to  be  unpopular. 
But  my  constituents  look  to  more  immediate  objects.  I  find  it  is 
expected  that  I  should  stick  to  Stafford,  and  I  should  be  accused 
of  great  pusillanimity  if  I  withdrew.  I  am  acting  against  all 
prudence. 

It  was  worth  while  to  pay  a  few  thousand  to  be  present  as  a 
member  to-day,  when  Peel  was  interrujitcd  by  the  Black  Rod, 
and  I  now  have  a  more  lively  notion  of  various  passages  of 
English  history. 

The  King  looked  very  ill,  and  after  the  Reformed  Parliament 
has  been  elected  we  shall  have  a  demise  of  the  crown. 

Stafford,  Saturday,  April  30,  1831. 
Dear  George  : — I  am  again  M.  P.  for  Stafford.    The  return 
is  made,  and  member  I  must  remain  till  I  am  turned  out  by  a 
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oommittec.  Brilwry  and  treating  might  l)e  proved  enough  to 
unseat  the  whole  House  of  Commons;  but  there  is  not  the 
remotest  danger,  for  by  immemorial  usage  such  things  are  done 
here  with  impunity.  I  will  amuse  you  by  and  by  with  some  of 
the  humors  of  the  plane.     Final  state  of  the  poll : 

Campl)ell  556,  Gislwrne  522,  Hawkos  416. 

The  chairing  is  just  going  to  l)egin.  Mary  follows  in  our 
<»rriage  and  four  horses  decked  with  blue  and  scarlet  ribbons. 
She  has  been  very  popular  in  Staffoi'd,  and  received  a  good  many 
votes  sitting  in  the  Hall  by  the  Mayor.  The  common  mode  of 
giving  a  pliimi)er  was  to  vote  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell. 

Having  dine<l  with  my  friends  I  shall  set  off  for  London, 
travel  all  night,  and  shall  be  in  King's  Bench  on  Monday 
morning.  It  would  rather  have  been  disagreeable  for  me  to 
have  shown  myself  there  had  I  been  thrown  out.  My  enterprise 
could  only  be  justified  by  success. 

The  procession  is  ready  to  start.  The  band  is  playing  *  The 
Campbells  are  coming,*  and  I  am  sent  for. 


Monday,  May  2,  1831. 

.  .  .  Mary  and  I  started  amidst  the  cheers  of  the  populace, 
and,  ti-avelling  all  night,  reached  New  Street  between  three  and 
four  yesterday. 

I  had  a  note  this  morning  from  Brougham  which  I  copy,  that 
you  may  see  the  exultation  he  feels  at  the  turn  Avhich  the  elections 
are  taking : 

'  My  dear  Campbell: — I  am  very  thankful  indeed  for  your  welcome  inform- 
ation :  not  that  I  had  the  least  doubt  about  yourself,  but  I  was  alarmed  at  the 
nearness  between  your  worthy  colleague  and  the  common  enemy.  Your  note 
last  night  relieved  me  most  opportunely.  All  goes  on  and  everywhere  beyond 
even  my  expectations,  which  were  not  cold  and  confined.  Three  sets  of  Scotch 
burghs  rescued  as  brands  from  the  fire.  After  this  anything  else  would  be  a 
sinking.  But  I  must  add  what  justifies  one  even  more,  and  particularly  as  it 
fulfils  my  confident  predictions.  I  yesterday  had  a  letter  from  Lord  Anglesey, 
in  which  he  says,  such  is  the  effect  of  the  dissolution  and  elections,  he  shall  be 
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able  to  do  without  either  Insurrection  Act  or  more  Iroopn  (which  a  week  ago 
he  had  aRked,  and  it  ia  in  annwer  to  what  I  had  written  in  reply  to  that 
demand.)  He  adds  that  nothing  can  be  better  than  the  boiiavior  of  the  afji- 
tator$.  Of  course  he  only  speaks  for  a  month  or  two,  but  that  ia  enough. 
Ever  truly  yours, 

'  H.  BaouaBAM.' 

I  do  not  wonder  that  his  head  should  be  turned,  for  never  was 
such  luck  as  now  attends  them.  The  difficulty  is  the  House  of 
Lords.  There  certainly  was  a  large  majority  against  the  measure, 
and  nothing  but  fear  will  now  change  them.  The  Bishop  of 
Norwich  cannot  find  another  bishop  to  hold  his  proxy,  the  rest 
being  all  the  same  way. 

Scarlett  has  accepted  a  seat  from  Lord  I^nsdale,  and  has  openly 
leagued  with  the  Tories.  Robert  is  going  to  Cambridge  to  vote 
for  Goulburn  and  W.  Peel.  I  regret  this,  although  I  advised 
Sir  James  to  accept  Lord  Lonsdale's  offer,  as  nothing  can  embroil 
him  more  with  the  Whigs,  who  hate  because  they  have  wronged 
him. 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  Monday,  May  16, 1831.     i 

.  .  .  My  old  friend  Tancretl  has  been  very  active  as  a 
Reformer,  has  written  a  pamphlet  on  the  subject,  and  been  a 
candidate  at  Weymouth.  As  a  reward.  Brougham  is  going  to 
give  him  a  silk  gown,  although  he  had  declared  Tancred's  entire 
want  of  business  to  be  an  insuperable  objection.  When  I  spoke 
to  him  upon  the  subject,  he  said  in  his  sarcastic  manner,  '  I  am 
afraid  Tancred  has  no  bxmness  to  have  a  silk  gown.'  I  am 
exceedingly  glad  on  Tancred's  account  that  the  thing  is  now  to 
be  done,  but  I  must  own  it  is  a  job. 

Scarlett  sent  a  message  to  Sir  James  Graham  touching  certain 
expressions  used  from  the  hustings  in  Cumberland  by  Sir  R. 
Wilson,  and  has  had  an  apology.  It  is  said  there  is  to  be  a 
duel  arising  out  of  the  Northamptonshire  election,  between  Lord 
Althorp  and  Cartwright.  Peel  demanded  an  explanation  from 
Hobhouse. 

The  new  Earl  of  Munster  has  agreed  to  give  his  father  his 
proxy  for  eight  months.     If  this  new  peerage  is  to  be  endowed 
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by  the  piiMic",  it  will  mnne  Home  outcry  notwithatandiug  the 
King's  popularity. 

I  am  going  to  write  to  Broiightun  about  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion. If  the  hiws  reninin  m  they  are,  there  will  be  more  cor- 
ruption than  ever  at  such  a  place  as  Staffonl ;  for  this  being  the 
only  class  of  boroughs  which  may  be  bought,  the  price  is  likely 
to  rise  enormously.  If  Ministers  will  not  undertake  to  bring 
forward  the  subject,  I  will  take  it  up  myself. 


Saturday,  May  21, 1831. 

...  I  am  just  returned  from  a  consultation  with  Brougham, 
Lord  Lansdowne,  and  Lord  John  Eussell,  on  bribery  and 
Reform.  They  were  obliged  to  attend  the  cock-pit  (the  Privy 
Council  for  appeals),  and  our  conference  did  not  begin  till  half- 
past  four.  I  am  ordered  to  prepare  certain  clauses  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Bill,  or  to  make  a  separate  Bill.  This,  of  course, 
is  a  profound  secret.     I  enclose  .Brougham's  letters. 

Brougham  says  that  Grey  and  the  whole  of  them  are  now  very 
eager  to  take  up  the  subject.  , 

Monday,  May  23,1831. 

...  I  told  Brougham  yesterday  that  the  measures  against 
bribery  must  bo  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  Bill,  as  they  were 
to  extend  to  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  for  other 
reasons.  At  his  levCe  to-day  he  said  they  agreed,  and  that  Lord 
John  Russell  would  announce  that  the  Bill  was  pi'eparcd  by  me, 
and  would  be  brought  in  as  soon  as  the  Reform  Bill  had  passed. 
I  cautioned  him  not  to  mention  my  name  publicly  as  connected 
with  putting  down  bribery,  as  it  might  be  my  ruin  at  Stiifford,  it 
being  almost  as  dangerous  as  for  the  member  for  Coventry  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  forbid  the  wearing  of  cockades.  He  said  that 
Dennian,  as  Attorney-General,  must  be  announced  as  the  author, 
for  Lord  John  Russell  could  not  undertake  it  himself,  there  being 
so  much  law  in  it.  I  must  make  my  election  between  any  iclat 
and  advantage  there  might  be  in  bringing  in  the  Bill,  and  the 
odium  I  should  incur  with  my  constituents. 
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MiiiistcrM  arc  Huriuuuly  af'ruid  oi*  tlie  eliuloru  iiiorbuH.  Lord 
LiinHdownu  tuUl  mu  on  Saturday  he  Iiiid  jiint  lH>cn  signing  an 
order  for  all  rags  iniportcnl  from  the  Continent  Uiing  soaked  in 
some  mixture  iM'f'ore  they  are  lande<i.  He  nu'ntioned  a  report 
that  a  ease  had  oeijurretl  at  Dover,  hnt  \vlii<'h  was  not  l)elievcd. 
If  it  breaks  out  in  London  in  Jtdy,  it  will  make  short  work  with 
Reform. 

Lord  John  Russell  called  upon  me  yesterday.  Brougham  i» 
very  slippery,  and  no  reliance  can  Iw  placed  upon  him. 

Satunlay,  May  28,  1831. 

...  I  am  just  come  from  the  Dniwing-room.  Mary  was  the 
handsomest  woman  present.  She  lo(»ks  ama/ingly  well  in  her 
Court  dress  and  diamonds.  The  diamonds  come  from  her  poor 
mother.  The  Duchess  of  Glouix'ster  antl  the  Landgravine,  who 
■were  stationed  close  to  the  Queen,  were  very  civil  to  us.  The 
Dmrhcss  said  she  knew  mc  immediately,  notwithstanding  my  cos- 
tume— the  same  I  am  drawn  in. 

lam  going  to  dine  with  H.M.  Attorney-General,*  along  with 
Sir.  James  Scarlett.  Habit  reconciles  one  to  these  thinjrs.  This 
day  twelvemonth  I  dined  at  No.  4  New  Street  with  the  Attor- 
ney-General. Scarlett  bears  the  reveree  with  magnanimity^ 
although  he  has  had  great  mortifications  to  encounter. 

Notwithstanding  the  squeeze,  the  DraAving-roora  was  a  very 
fine  sight.  There  never  were  more  ])retty  women  assembled 
together,  and  they  were  tastefully  as  weli  as  magnificently  dressed. 

Monday,  May  30, 1831. 

...  I  had  a  long  interview  yesterday  with  Ijord  John  Rus- 
sell, who  talks  like  a  man  of  sense,  and  .se(ss  the  difficulties  and 
objections  he  luis  to  encounter. 

Nothing  beyond  an  intimati6n  will  be  given  toui'hing  bribery 
till  the  English  Reform  Bill  has  passed.     I  have  just  been  talk- 
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ing  with  Wothcrell,  who  luughs  very  much  at  Broughnin's  notion 
that  the  Bill  will  jmimm  in  three  weeks. 

Broughnm,  somewhat  irregularly,  was  at  Dennmn's  dinner  on 
Saturday.  I  told  him  that  his  fowling  the  Horse  Gu-mls  was 
nothing  compared  to  his  coming  to  a  bar  dinner.  He  has  l)een 
in  some  trouble  about  charges  of  writing  in  the  'Times.' 

Tuosday,  Juno  7, 1831. 

.  .  .  Therearerumors  that  Ministers  do  not  i>ull  well  together, 
but  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it,  although  Brougham  may  make 
Grey  a  little  uneasy,  and  Grey  may  not  like  Brougham's  system 
of  puffing  himself  in  the  newspapers  and  making  himself  appear 
Prime  Minister.  The  Court  of  Chancery  is  constantly  crowded 
by  people  cfuning  to  look  at  Lord  Brougham.  All  persons  from 
the  country,  af>r  mounting  the  Monument  and  visiting  the  lions 
in  the  ToAver,  come  to  see  Ijord  Brougham. 

Tuesday,  June  14, 1831  * 

...  I  am  just  returned  from  the  House  of  Commons,  where 
Manners  Sutton  Avas  unanimously  re-elected.  I  should  have  liked 
exceedingly  to  have  made  a  speech  against  him,  for  his  conduct 
in  the  last  session  was  anything  but  impartial.  His  praises  were 
chiefly  sounded  by  the  Opposition,  who  presentwl  rather  a  for- 
midable array.  They  profess  great  determination,  but  they  can- 
not fight  long  with  spirit  and  without  hope. 

I  found  myself  in  a  most  alarming  situation  on  Saturday  at 
the  dinner  given  by  the  Merchant  Taylors'  Company,  surrounded 
by  inveterate  ultra-Tories,  and  anti-Keformists.  Wetherell 
undertook  for  my  safety  on  condition  that  I  would  protect  him 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  Thursday,  July  7, 1831. 

Dear  George  : — I  am  now  sitting  within  a  few  inches  of 
Cobbett,  who  is  firing  at  the  jury  over  my  head.     He  is  telling 

*  The  new  Parliament  met  on  the  14th  of  June ;  on  the  24th  Lord  J.  Bus- 
eel!  re-introduced  the  Reform  Bill. — Ed. 
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thi'in  that  Surlctt  wan  u  mild  and  lilH>ml  Attorncy-GviicrHl, and 
that  Doiiiiian  1h  a  \n\!*o  t<K)l  of  tli«  hlnody  Whigs.* 

You  will  s«'o  that  wo  divided  thin  niorninf^  between  four  and 
five.  Majority  for  (Mvorid  reading,  \'Mi.  I  spent  threti  very 
disagreeable (hiyH.  I  had  the  inHuen/a  uimn  me;  I  waxeaeh  day 
engaged  in  H|M>cmil  juries  at  (iuildhall ;  I  had  no  apiMitit^i  to 
Bi)eak,  and  I  knew  my  friends  would  be  disappointetl  if  I  did 
not;  I  have  not  had  more  than  two  or  three  hours'  sleep  anyone 
night  since  Sunday ;  I  was  oblig(><l  firat  to  get  up  lH>iore  seven 
to  go  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
place  from  which  it  is  jM)ssible  to  speak ;  then  into  the  City ; 
next  to  contrive  to  get  away  in  time  to  Imj  ot  prayere  in  the 
House  of  Commons  a  (piarter  iM'fore  four,  that  I  might  save  my 
place,  and,  after  getting  home,  to  r(>ad  briefs  for  the  following 
day.  My  plon  was  t(»  lie  by  for  Pollock,  Knight,  or  Pemberton, 
King's  coiinsol  brought  in  to  oppose  the  Bill,  and  to  try  to 
follow.  IJut  none  of  them  spoke  the  first  or  8e(M)nd  day. 
Pollock  was  twice  up,  but  not  called  to.  The  others  did  not 
attempt.  Ijord  Althorp  having  unnounced  the  intention  to 
divide  the  tiiird  day,  1  was  determined  to  speak  as  stmn  as 
possible,  for  if  I  waited  till  late  I  should  have  no  chance — 
although  to  speak  early  is  generally  unpleasant,  jis  the  House  is 
thin  and  inattentive.  At  hulf-piust  five  I  somewhat  impudently 
took  possession  of  a  vacant  place  on  the  Treasury  Bench,  very 
near  the  Speaker.  I  rose  twice  witliout  etfwit.  The  third 
time  he  called  out,  *  Mr.  Campbell.'  I  advanced  to  the  table — 
the  same  position  from  which  Lord  .lohn  Russell  speaks.  The 
novelty  of  my  position  at  first  api)alled  me.  I  had  Lord  Althorp, 
Stanley  and  Graham  alongside.  My  mouth  became  parched,  and 
I  was  in  great  jeo])ardy ;  but  I  rallied  and  got  through  without 
disgrace.  I  spoke  about  an  hour  without  breaking  tlowu  or 
being  coughed  down.  I  ctvn  say  no  more,  but  this  is  something, 
and  better  than  if  I  had  not  spoken.     Jeffrey,  who  was  close  by, 

*Cobbott  was  tried  before  Lord  Tentevden  and  a  special  jury  July  7, 1831, 
for  a  libel  published  in  his  Regitter  of  December  11  previous.  The  jury  could 
not  agree,  and  was  discharged,  which  amounted  to  an  acquittal. — Ed. 
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(uid  if  he  had  not  known  tho  tnrn  of  tho  IIuuho  of  Commons, 
ho  should  hiivu  been  Hurpriscd  thnt  I  hud  not  mora  applause,  as 
it  was  a  very  able  H{H>e(!h,  but  he  had  learned  that  nothing  is 
much  applauded  unletM  perHoiiul  attaekH.  lie  said  they  will 
listen  to  rcaHoning,  but  they  will  not  applaud  it.  The  House 
divided  without  any  other  lawyer  Hpeukinj?.  I  magnanimously 
procurctl  a  scat  for  S<'rjeant  Wildo,  and  did  what  I  could  to 
flSHJHt  him  in  getting  a  hearing.  He  otfered  himself,  but  William 
Brougham  wan  preferixnl.  I  do  not  Iwlieve  the  Tories  can  now 
make  mu(!h  of  a  Htund,  but  there  must  l)o  a  great  deal  of  time 
sjKint  in  the  Committee,  and  I  expect  to  find  Parliament  sitting 
when  I  return  to  town. 

Salop,  August  1, 1831. 

Dear  Gk<<|{ok: —  ...  If  I  find  I  can  strike  in  with  erfect 
I  will  run  up  from  Hereford.  I  have  ordered  a  notice  to  be 
given  for  me  '  that  no  vote  shall  Im  gaineil  in  a  borough  by 
rentJng  a  tenement  if  the  rent  be  reserved  oftener  than  quarterly.' 
This  is  a  very  important  point.  Ministers,  after  their  blunder 
about  the  half-yearly  rescrvutionH,  are  afraid  to  put  any  qualifi- 
cations on  the  right,  whi(;h  would  produce  something  like 
universal  suffrage, 

ThurRilay,  August  18.  1831. 

.  .  .  The  Bill  htus  got  into  a  slough  from  which  I  know  not 
how  it  is  to  be  pulled  out.  Althorp,  like  Bottom  the  weaver, 
will  play  all  the  parts  himself.  I  was  last  night  going  to 
answer  bugden,  but  his  lordship  preferred  arguing  the  law 
himself.     So  I  went  to  sleep. 

I  am  summoned  to  a  consultation  at  Lord  John  Rassell's  at 
two,  to  be  attended  by  the  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-General,  Wilde 
and  some  other  friends.  I  have  been  preparing  some  amend- 
ments of  the  clause  which  I  think  would  gain  the  desired  object, 
but  I  know  not  whether  they  will  be  adopted. 

I  find  my  position  very  irksome :  I  can  neither  attack  nor 
defend.  The  embarrassment  of  Scarlett's  opposition  is  likewise 
very  distressing  to  me. 
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W«  wi'rc  liutt  iii^lit  very  iM'iirly  'relnriiuHl  wiih  ii  v<M«K«»aii<* 
from  without.'  A  fliixh  of  liKlittiiiiK  HIIihI  thu  IIotiMt  in  an 
uluriniii^  iiiiuincr,  huving  kiuH;ki<<l  down  oiiu  of  thu  |iinna('lof( 
of  the  Abl)cy. 

Siktur<lay,  Aiiguit  20,  lfl3l. 

...  I  utn  iiivitiKl  to-<hiy  to  tiuHjt  Sir  RolH>rt  I'ovl  ut  Abinger. 
Ho  in  to  Ih)  there  till  Moiulay,  hut  I  Hhaii't  go. 

I  have  been  ut  tutverul  consultationM  with  Loril  Althorp.  He 
appeal's  there  to  more  udviuitugu  timu  in  the  IIou^u}.  Ho  Monm 
to  me  to  know  more  law  than  Homo  of  liiM  legal  advisors. 
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Fri.lay.  August  M,  1831. 

t 

.  .  .  AlMUit  ten  lattt  night,  wlien  the  Houho  was  erowded  and 
in  a  g(M)d  dinposition  to  listen,  they  had  eonie  to  my  amendment, 
when  Hunt  got  up  and  insisted  on  dividing.  A  Htupid  dcbuto 
ar«>se,  and  he  wouM  divide,  though  what  he  awked  wiw  granted. 
Wlien  he  said  '  Divide,'  1  knew  I  was  gone.  Aceordingly  I 
was  ealled  to  in  the  midst  of  such  confusion  jus  you  may  have 
witnesse<l  in  a  playhouse  when  the;  doors  are  openctl  on  a  night 
of  great  expectati<m.  This  continuetl  for  nearly  ten  minutes. 
At  last  T  got  silence  and  ti.xcid  the  attenti«ni  of  the  House.  Peel 
said  it  wjus  a  speech  'marked  with  great  ability;'  and  I  have 
been  a  good  <l('iil  privately  complimented  upon  it  by  men  on  both 
sides.  You  will  see  nothing  of  this  in  the  newspapers,  partly 
from  the  lateneas  of  the  hour,  partly  from  the  confusion,  and 
partly  from  the  natm'c  of  the  subjtict.  My  frien<ls  of  th<!  press 
are  unwilling  or  incompetenl  to  follow  a  train  of  reasoning, 
although  they  give  personal  observations  and  j)arty  declamation 
with  great  actcuracy  and  spirit.  .  .  .  T  should  mention  that  Min- 
isters wore  very  civil  to  mc  about  my  amendment.  Althorp 
said  publicly  that  I  luid  very  cordially  supported  the  Bill,  and 
Johnny  Jlusaell,  when  I  was  proceeding  to  act  as*  toller,  said  I 
had  fought  them  with  great  spirit. 
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Smoking  Room,  llouoo  of  Commona, 
Thiirii<Uy  itiKtit,  Auguit  30, 1831. 

.  ,  .  Iloif)  I  uiii  wliil(>  tliu  I[itu<M>  irt  (livi(lin)(  on  thu  amend- 
ini'iit  tor  prvHcrving  tliu  riKhtMnf  frcvmcii.  I  cniinot  Hupport  it, 
iiikI  T  Imvo  not  the  <!ourog(!  to  M|M>iik  or  votu  iigtiiiiHt  it,  Itnit  I 
"hoiiM  givo  ofTuiiot!  to  tlio  virtuous  ami  iii(l«f|K>iui<>i)t  clttotont  of 
Stallord. 

riiuri<lay,  Hoptembdi  1,  |H,'U. 

.  .  .  After  my  Hmol<ing-rooiii  ttpirttie  to  you,  I  rcturued  to 
tliu  llous<^  and,  timt  I  iniKJit  hav<'  sonio  oxplaniition  from  Lord 
.loliii  Uussrjl,  I  H<*at(ul  inyMiif  on  tint  Tri'iiMury  Im'iicIi,  wliore  I 
(^ntiiiued  two  liours.  TJM'y  were  all  ('xi'inxlingly  civil  to  me^ 
tiefurrcd  to  me  on  each  [)oint  iliat  arttnc,  and  made  me  Hponk 
i\vif<'  ill  till'  S'onvrrmaticm'  that  wmm  procciiiing.  .  .  . 

Waltitr  Campl)(>ll  of  I^lay  l,i>i  iii^lit  desired  to  Lh>  introduced 
to  me.  He  Htiid  I  wim  the  Rnt  i  'ampU'll  that  ever  M)K)ke  in  the 
House  of  CommoiiH*  more  than  a  <|iiarte'  of  an  hour.  Ho  and  I 
are  the  only  two  of  the  chin  in  thin  Parliament.  It  is  a  euriouH 
fact  that  all  Irishmen  are  olo(|itt'iit  and  Hcotchmeii  very  rarely. 
I  partly  ascrilx!  it  to  our  not  speaking  the  English  laiiguugc  in 
our  infancy  and  l)oylio<Hl,  and  something  to  the  geiiiuH  of  the 
country  lying  in  a  ditlerent  line 

Tlmrmlay,  floptomber  22, 1831. 

,  .  .  You  will  see  the  Hill  has  |.assed  the  Commons.  I  am 
just  going  to  assist  in  he  grand  snloninity  of  carrying  it  up  to 
the  liordfl. 

I  was  not  in  bed  till  past  six.  and  ;i!  ten  I  wan  at  the  bar  of 
the  House  of  Loitls.  I  liav(!  siiici!  been  attending  a  meeting  of 
Strotch  iiu'iiibers  to  whi(4i  I  was  summoned  to  consider  the 
Scotch  Reform  Bill.  I  made  a  little  sjieecrh  upon  the  right  of 
Scotland  to  an  additional  iminlx»r  of  representatives.  But  T 
really  beli(;ve  from  what  I  now  hear,  that,  for  the  present  at 
least,  the  matter  is  not  of  any  importance.  The  Lords  will 
throw  out  the  English  Bill  on  the  second  reading.  At  least  the 
assertion  is  so  sti*oug  that  T  begin  to  credit  it. 


Lim  or   U)HD  CAMPUBI.L. 


[IMl. 


PmI  mad«  a  very  grxMl  HpvtHrh  loitt  night,  uiiil  would  httvu  mnilu 
you  hcHitate  ulxiut  cnrrying  thia  liiU  into  u  luw.  God  know« 
what  in  to  lNH*onie  of  uh. 

...  I  novor  liiul  In'ttcr  h«>iilth  thiin  now,  and  uni  not  in  tho 
■lightcfit  di>grvu  kncM'kcti  u|>^tho  ont>(>t  of  tGni(H>mni<«.  I  oat  u 
mutton  chop  i»iM>ut  thn-«<,  uiid  havi>  nothing  mon>,  vxtt^pt  ii  cup 
of  tea,  till  next  inoniing  at  lircukfuHt. 

I  do  not  know  why  Hc«»tlun(l  should  Im^  dinMitiNfUid  with  Juflrcy. 
Ho  dooH  nil  he  can  tor  hiH  native  country.  CtK^kburn  'm  coniii  up. 
IIu  hiM  great  protcHHional  reputation,  hut  I  hIiouUI  not  think  him 
likely  to  lie  a  giHNl  hand  at  drawing  a  Keforni  Dill.  The  Rill 
hw  Im'cii  a  g(MMl  deal  altcrc<l.  if  the  KngliMh  Hill  Ih'  thrown  out 
by  the  Ix>rdM,  I'arlianu>nt  will  1m>  prorogueil  ininiediately,  but 
Ministen)  will  not  renign. .  Great  apprehcnsionH  art)  entcrtaiuod 
of  mobo  in  Scotland. 


fc<ntur(luy,  Hoiiltimbur  24,  IR31. 

.  .  .  The  Hcotcli  Itill  was  read  a  Hccond  tinio  loiit  night.  JetF- 
n'y  made  an  excellent  spwch.  The  debate  wjim  un  exceedingly 
biul  one,  and  ^<trongly  illuHtrated  the  neccsHity  for  lleform,  that  a 
cleverer  Hct  of  men  may  come  from  Scotland. 

We  Hi'otclimcii  had  a  nuH'ting  with  liord  Althorp  yesterday. 
I  WU8  orderc<l  to  l»e  Coryplueus.  J  mention  Huch  matterw  to 
■often  your  mortification  by  my  bringing  you  no  Mat  in  the 

HouHC Jert'rcy  asked  me  to  speak  to  Lord  Althorp  about 

the  nunle  of  conducting  the  Scotch  Bill — that  it  might  be  com- 
mitt(n\  {trofonnd,  amendetl,  reprinted,  an<l  then  recommitted,  tw 
he  could  not  prevail  upon  him  to  adopt  this  <M)ursc.  I  recom- 
mended it  at  the  meeting,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  to  be  adopted. 
iVIthorp  (»l)serve<l  a  mysterious  silcnc«' alwrnt  the  additional  mcm- 
iHjrs,  but  I  know  we  are  to  have  more  tlian  fifty,  probably  fil'ty- 
tliree. 

I  am  to  aKsist  to-day  at  the  grand  dinner  to  Lord  Althorp  and 
Jjord  John  Russell.  Lord  Althorp  has  invited  me  to  dine  with 
him  on  Satunlav. 
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.Sitndkjr,  Ortobar  3,  111.11. 


.  .  .  Thfl  ilintKtr  tit  Altliorp'H  wim  mm  dull  ami  Mtiipiil  m  oould 
In*:  thirty-two  iii«>tiilM>r>t  of  l'arliiiiit«<iit  iit  Uiblf.  Tlit*ru  l«  no 
(•omplinii'iit  ill  iN'iii^  iiivit(<<l  toHiidi  an  «>iit«>rt4iiiiiiii>iit,  uiiii  1  don't 
M-*'  till'  oliJ4'«>t  of  it.  TliiM  Im  not  tlic  way  Hir  UoU>rt  Wal|Mili> 
ff)t  vod-H  hy  (jinncnt  and  HtorifH,  lint  I  could  not  c!oin|»lain,  for 
aloii^  with  Honii*  MitinpiHli  t-«)in|Huiy  wr  hnd  loiilit  and  county 
mi'mlHini.  When  we  returned  to  tlic  «lmwiii^-i'<Mini  I  had  a  lit- 
tlo  tidk  with  Althorp  alMUit  the  Ilcfonii  Hill  lie  Muid,  if  it  Ini 
thrown  out  ho  will  not  Nleep  the  woi-hv  the  ui^ht  thin  ttveiit  ha|)- 
IM'tiH,  and  I  iMtlieve  hiiii,  for  he  Ih  a  fullow  of  iiioNt  niirueuloUN 
Mpianiinity. 

Some  Hiiy  Hi'ou){hain  in  to  cut  hin  collca^uen  and  c«)inu  forwaitl 
with  hirt  own  |>lan  of  Ileforiii.  ThiH  is  noiiHetiMc,  though  he  hait 
never  talkcil  very  ri>M|NH!t fully  of  the  Hill,  hut  I  think  there  in 
^riat  dan^^er  of  liirt  iiiiirting  a  lilow  up  in  the  ( 'ahinet  l)oforu  Par- 
liuiiient  ineetH  a^aiii,  He  in  a  most  iri*c^ular,  iinniauageahle  t'lii- 
low,  and  there  are  ^i*eat  etiinplaintj^  a);;ainst  hiiii  hy  men  in  otliiic. 
If  he  (•ould  MieriHee  hirt  colleay;ue.s  to  hin  own  |K!rHonal  umhiitiou, 
lii>  would,  without  heHitatioti  or  remoixo. 


We.lnflu'liiy,  Ootobor  ft.  18.11. 

.  .  .  Lord  Harrowby  spoke  well  laMt  nij^ht.  The  Duke  of 
Wolllnj^ton  indiirerently.  Little  attention  is  pai<I  to  our  Stjotch 
Reform.  After  what  t(M)k  place  with  Althorp  1  wa«  obliji^cd, 
reluctantly,  to  vot«and  speak  against  Sir  (Jeorj^e  Murray's  motion. 
I  had  a  j;reat  s(|ual)l)l(!  with  Oroker  which  is  not  mentione<I  in 
the  newspapers.  He  talked  of  my  brief.  I  diriounceil  him  a8 
a  nominee  of  a  |)eer  with  a  brief,  and  a  fee  t(M).  He  retortwl  that 
no  one  would  give  me  u  brief  to  su|)port  the  Bill,  and  tliat  my 
advocacy  of  it  was  not  worth  a  fw.  I  sliall  Im-  shown  u[)  in 
'John  Bull'  on  .Sunday.  He  is  a  very  clever  fellow,  and  has  a 
great  ascendency  in  the  House,  and  had  much  the  k'st  of  it.  But 
I  shall  lie  by  for  my  opportunity  to  give  him  a  rub.  He  had 
been  very  civil  to  me  in  the  early  part  of  the  night  alK)Ut  the 
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Register.  My  fortune  would  be  nimle  with  the  public  if  the 
gentlemen  of  the  press  would  report  what  is  said  about  the  Law 
Reform  Bills.  But  they  hardly  deign  to  mention  even  the  names 
of  the  speakers. 

Saturday,  October  8, 1831. 

Deak  George  : — Long  before  this  reaches  you,  you  will 
have  hoard  that  the  Jiords  have  thrown  out  the  Reform  Bill 
by  a  majority  of  forty-one.  I  was  preweiit  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  standing  on  the  ste})s  oi'  the  throne,  during  the  division 
l)etween  six  and  seven  o'clock  this  morning.  I  did  not  get  to 
bed  till  past  seven.  All  still  remains  quiet,  and  there  will  be  no 
imme<liate  disturbances  in  the  metropolis.  But  the  crisis  is  most 
api>nlling.  Had  the  majority  been  under  twenty,  a  creation  of 
new  peel's  might  have  set  things  straight;  but  the  experiment 
would  now  require  a  batch  of  fifty  or  sixty,  and  such  an  addi- 
tion, were  it  submitted  to  by  the  j>eers  who  support  the  Bill 
(which  I  doubt),  would  entirely  destroy  the  order.  We  have 
just  been  holding  a  meeting  of  mend)ers  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  after  two  hours'  deliberation,  have  agreed  to  a  resolu- 
tion to  be  move<l  by  Lord  Ebrington  to  support  Mitiistei*s  and 
Reform.  The  majority  in  our  House  will  be  very  staunch,  and 
the  Lords  seem  most  doggedly  obstinate.  No  one  can  suggest 
any  mode  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty.  There  have  been 
various  dei)utations  already  from  various  bixlies  in  the  metropolis 
to  Ministera,  asking  what  ought  to  be  done.  The  suggestion  is 
— to  recommend  addresses  to  the  King,  praying  him  to  continue 
his  Ministers  and  to  carry  the  measure  by  all  constitutional 
means. 

If  Grey  were  to  go  out,  I  believe  there  would  be  a  general 
convulsion.  But  what  is  Grey  to  do  ?  From  some  of  the  speeches 
made  at  the  meeting  to-day,  he  will  be  urged  to  violent  measures 
from  which  he  will  shrink.  He  is  in  danger  of  either  losing 
the  confidence  of  the  strong  Reformers,  or  of  setiing  all  mode- 
rate men  against  him.  The  Tories  are  now  so  insane  as  to  talk 
of  coming  in  and  dissolving  Parliament.    I  do  not  think  there  is 
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th«  remotest  diaiiec  of  this  being  tried.  If  it  be,  my  part  is 
taken.  I  cjinnot  think  of  another  contested  election  for  Stafford, 
and  the  Whigs  will  either  bring  me  in  for  a  close  borough,  or  I 
retire  from  Parliament.  No  offer  of  any  sort  from  the  other 
side,  however  tempting  or  however  specious,  would  make  me 
hesitate  for  one  mon\ent.  My  political  career  is  likely  to  be 
very  obscure  and  very  b/ief,  but  it  shall  be  steady  and  consistent. 
Last  night  was  most  interesting,  and  I  feel  a  gratification  in 
being  ho  doso  an  olwcrvcr  of  such  great  transactions.  I  was  in  the 
Lords  the  whole  night  from  five  in  the  afternoon  till  near  seven 
next  morning,  o-ccpt  twice  that  I  went  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  divide.  Lord  John  Russell  was  standing  or  sitting  by 
me  a  great  part  of  the  time,  and  we  criticised  the  different 
speakers  together.  They  wore  almost  all  lawyers,  whom  I  very 
intimately  knew.  Wynford  performed  indifferently.  Brougham 
was  magnificent,  and  Copley  clever.  There  is  now  a  complete 
breach  between  him  and  Grey,  who  must  now  repent  his  coup 
iVHat  in  making  him  Chief  Baron,  instead  of  offering  the  office 
to  Scarlett,  Jix  he  ought  in  fairness  to  have  done.  Copley  must 
consider  the  Whigs  in  a  bad  way,  for  he  vilified  G''ey  and  the 
whole  of  them.  Grey's  reply  was  admirable,  and  the  conclusion 
of  it  threw  me  into  te^irs.  The  division,  I  should  think,  took 
three  quai'ters  of  an  lionr.  I  never  wj»s  present  at  a  division  of 
the  Lords  before,  as  strangers  below  the  bar  are  turned  out. 
The  Contents  (Reformers)  went  below  the  bar  and  were  told  aa 
they  returned.  The  Non-contents,  who  had  remained,  were  told 
by  tellers  with  wan<ls,  as  we  do  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Then  came  the  proxies,  which  were  called  over  by  the  clerk,  and 
the  lord  who  had  the  proxy  said  '  Content '  or  '  Not  content.' 
'Arthur  Duke  of  Wellington  hath  the  proxy  of  John  Duke  of 
Northumberland.'  ^Not  content,^  etc.,  etc.  Nobody  knew  to  the 
last  what  the  exact  numbei-s  would  be.  Stanley  told  me,  while 
the  division  was  going  on,  that  the  utmost  majority  Ministers, 
at  that  moment,  calculated  upon  was  sixteen  in  the  House  and 
seventeen  proxies,  making  thirty-three.  I  have  not  heard  who 
the  peei-s  Avere  that  they  had  calculated  upon  and  who  deceived 
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thpni.  I  stood  in  a  group  with  Grey  and  Lord  Holland  for 
some  lirao  after  the  division.  The  latter  was  a  little  excited, 
but  Grey  was  tranquil  and  smiling,  as  if  they  had  been  dividing 
on  a  road  Bill.  There  was  no  cheering,  as  with  us  in  the  Com- 
mons upon  a  great  division,  and  no  stranger  would  have  imagined 
that  a  measure  was  decide<l  that  might  occasion  the  land  to  he 
ileluged  with  blood. 

It  is  supposetl  that  Parliament  will  be  prorogued  in  the  end 
of  next  week,  although  some  say  we  cannot  separate  consistt^ntly 
with  public  safety. 

Brooks's,  Jive  o'clock. — I  write  you  two  lines  more  in  compli- 
ance with  a  wish  expressed  here  that  eveiyone  should  make 
known,  where  he  has  any  influence,  the  tone  it  is  thought  most 
proper  to  be  taken  in  the  country — that  there  should  be  petitions 
and  addresses  expressing  confidence  in  the  present  Ministers  and 
a  determination  to  carry  Reform,  but  to  avoid  any  injurious 
expressions  to  the  Lords,  who,  it  is  said,  if  they  are  treated  uncon- 
tumeliously,  may  yield  after  having  once  shown  their  power.  As 
I  anticipated,  llu'  notion  of  making  quaint,  suff.  of  peera  won't 
do.  Lord  Cawdor,  a  stiiunch  Reformer,  has  just  said  to  me,  *  I 
shall  make  no  objection  to  sixty  new  peers  if  I  can  be  made  a 
commoner.' 

There  has  been  a  Cabinet  Council,  and  it  is  said  Ministers  all 
remain  in.  A  prorogation  is  resolved  on.  If  the  King  remains 
steady  (which  is  not  doubted),  and  Ministers  stick  together  (which 
is  more  doubtful),  things  may  ultimately  end  well.  ... 

[Extract  from  the  Autobiography] : 


ni- 


I  was  pi'esent  during  almost  the  whole  of  the  debate  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  could  not  but  admire  the  great  talent  dis- 
played in  it — exceeding,  I  think,  what  I  had  witnessed  in  the 
Commons.  Macaulay's  speeches  on  the  Reform  Bill  were  the 
most  delightful  to  listen  to  of  any  I  have  ever  heard  in  Parlia- 
ment ;  he  was  so  full  of  new  and  brilliant  illustrations,  and  he 
got  over  the  ground  so  rapidly,  that  there  never  was  a  moment 
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of  tedium  or  stitiety  for  his  hearers.  The  only  fault  was  tnat  he 
sometimes  snatched  you  away  too  suddenly  from  images  you 
wolild  have  wished  to  dwell  upon,  although  it  was  to  present  to 
you  others  not  les>»  interesting;  and  in  listening  to  him  you 
8eeme<l  to  be  like  a  traveller  i)assing  through  a  rieh  and  pictur- 
esque country  by  railroad.  The  fervor  of  Stanley  was  very 
stirring,  and  his  exposure  of  the  historical  misrepresentations  of 
Croker  was  in  the  highest  style  of  chxiucnce.  But,  with  these 
oxccption.s,  I  cannot  say  that  the  House  of  Commons  produced 
any  displays  of  oratory  worthy  of  the  occasion.  Lord  John 
Russell  wjis  merely  plain,  simple  and  argumentative.  Lord 
Altliorp's  reasoning  consisted  of  saying  *  I  think'  and  *  I  am  of 
opinion '  that  so  and  so  is  the  case,  and  he  attempted  nothing 
more.  Peel  was  equable  and  plausible;  but  if  ho  did  believe, 
m  he  pretended,  that  the  measure  was  death  to  the  Constitution, 
he  never  oj)posed  it  with  that  energy  and  depth  of  feeling  that 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  first  man  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  standing  forward  to  save  it  from  destruction.  Croker 
assailed  the  bill  like  a  maniac,  Wetherell  like  a  mountebank, 
and,  every  member  thinking  himself  obliged  to  speak  to  please 
his  constituents,  there  was  a  greater  aggregate  of  bad  speaking 
than  was  ever  before  known  in  any  deliberative  assembly.  In 
the  Lords,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  Wynford,  there  was 
nothing  very  tiresome,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Lord  Tenter- 
den's  declaration  '  that  he  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench 
represented  all  the  corporations  to  be  disfranchised  by  Schedule 
A,'  nothing  very  absurd,  while  there  was  a  succession  of  line 
speeches  for  and  against  the  Bill,  constantly  rising  one  over 
another  in  excellence. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  assailed  it  in  a  forcible,  straightfor- 
wiu'd  manner,  showing  his  deep  conviction  that  it  was  unnecessary 
and  mischievous,  and  he  wjis  ably  supported  by  the  manly  rea- 
soning of  Lord  Mansfield,  by  the  appalling  denunciations  of 
Lord  Carnarvon,  by  the  carefully  perfected  periods  of  Lord 
Dudley,  and  by  the  reckless  assertions  of  Lord  Lyndhuret.  On 
the  other  side  Lord   Brougham,  Lord  Lansdowue  and   Lord 
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Plunket  showed  the  superiority  of  Htupcmlous  intellcctuul 
powers  in  a  goo<l  cause.  But  the  great  object  of  adniiration 
was  Lorfl  Grey  himself.  At  the  close  of  the  debate  I  saw  hini. 
turned  of  seventy,  rise  long  after  midnight,  and,  without  a  note, 
refer  to  and  answer  all  that  had  been  urged  by  the  most  for- 
midable of  his  opponents,  during  thi  t  and  the  four  preceding 
nights,  carrying  the  war  with  infinite  spirit  into  their  quartcix, 
and  concluding  with  a  noble  vindication  of  his  own  consistency, 
and  an  awfully  solemn  declaration  of  his  determined  i)urpo8e 
whatever  might  be  the  result  of  the  decision,  to  persevere  in  the 
cause  of  Reform  till  he  saw  it  triumphant. 


Brooks'F,  MonJay,  October  10, 1831. 

...  All  remains  tolerably  quiet.  There  are  now  20,000  men, 
calling  themselves  parishioners  of  Marylebone,  assembled  in  the 
Regent's  Park.  Some  api)rehension  is  entertained  from  them, 
but  upon  the  whole  there  is  the  ])rospect  of  all  going  on  well. 
No  run  on  the  Bank.     The  Funds  not  seriously  afi'ected. 

There  has  l)een  a  terrible  row  at  Derby,  but  that  is  the  otdy 
disturbance  of  which  news  has  yet  arrived.  A  report  was  spread 
in  the  morning  that  100,000  men  were  marching  from  Birming- 
ham, but  peace  will  be  preserved  there. 

Hot  work  in  both  Houses  to-night.  The  King  is  said  to  be 
firm,  but  I  have  not  heard  anything  authentic  since  the  division. 

I  find  Grey  will  be  urged  violently  to  make  peers,  a  measure 
which  to  the  necessary  extent  I  believe  to  be  impracticable. 
There  is  a  great  danger  of  his  losing  the  confidence  of  the  -Radi- 
cals.    However,  without  leaders  they  cannot  be  very  formidable. 

House  of  Commons,  half-past  six  o'clock. —  .  .  .  The  House 
has  been  called  over.  Ebrington  has  made  his  motion  and  Goul- 
burn  is  now  speaking.  There  is  a  very  full  attendance  and  it  is 
expected  there  will  be  as  great  a  majority  to  support  Ministers 
as  upon  the  Reform  Bill.  The  Lords  arc  up,  and  I  am  told 
nothing  particular  passed.  Lord  Grey  went  down  to  Windsor 
and  is  not  returned. 
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Broughnin  gives  out  that  the  King  lias  nutliori^cd  an  unlim- 
ited creation  of  pocrn. 

There  is  a  great  crowd  in  Palace  Yard.  I  heard  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  hooted,  but  T  apprehend  no  danger  to  the  public 
tranquillity. 

Tuesday,  October  11, 1831. 

.  .  .  The  vote  of  last  night  dooi'dcs  that  Ministers  remain  in, 
and  I  think  that  the  Reform  Bill  will  be  carried. 

The  Tories  had  a  secr(;t  ho]:)e  (which  they  disclaimed)  of  com- 
ing in.  They  are  now  exceedingly  depressed.  There  is  no  hope, 
or  chance,  or  possibility  for  them.  There  may  be  a  Revolution, 
or  anarchy,  but  no  Tory  government.  The  King  remains  steady. 
Grey  was  at  Windsor  yesterday  and  received  a  carte  blanche. 
The  violent  creation  of  peers  may  be  unnecessary.  Everything 
will  now  remain  quiet.  The  crisis  is  over.  I  probably  shall 
not  write  again  till  I  am  at  Abinger  Rectory.*  I  shall  have  a 
fortnight's  repose. 

I  an»  sick  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  '^ope  it  will  not 
meet  again  till  after  Christmas. 

*  He  h^d  taken  Abinger  Rectory  for  the  summer. — Ed, 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

NOVIUIIEB,  1831— DC>  RMtlEH.  1832. 

Burning  of  Bristol — Now  Sossion — Relorin  Bill  Re-introducod — LottorH  from 
Bristol  and  Brighton — Alarm  about  Iho  Cholora — Rogistration  Bill — 
Second  Reading  of  tho  Roform  Bill  in  tho  Houne  of  Lordn — Lord  Lynd- 
hurBt'a  Amondmont — RoBignation  of  Ministers — Attomptof  tho  Duke  of 
Wellington  to  form  a  Ministry — Passing  of  the  Reform  Bill — Goes  to 
Dudley  to  Canvass  tho  Borough — His  Last  Circuit — Trial  of  tho  Mayor 
of  Bristol — Death  of  Lord  Tonterden— Is  Appointed  Solioitor-Qoneral — 
Elected  M.  P.  for  Dudley. 
I 

Brooks's,  Tuesday,  November  1, 1831. 

Dear  George  : —  ...  We  are  rather  in  a  state  of  conster- 
nation here,  and  I  myself  apprehend  that  we  are  verging  fast  to 
a  state  of  anarchy.  Bristol  is  still  burning.  To  make  use  of  a 
new  simile,  Lord  Grey  is  like  Phjieton,  who  could  not  drive  his 
chariot  and  set  the  world  on  fire.  They  say  Parliament  is  to  re- 
assemble on  the  6th  of  December.  An  adjournment  till  after 
Christmas  is  now  impossible.  Strange  to  say,  Brougham  remains 
in  the  country  and  is  not  coming  in  town  till  Monday.  He  can 
never  act  like  another  man. 

If  I  were  king  I  should  be  a  little  ungasy,  or  if  I  were  a 
peer ;  but  in  a  revolution  I  can  take  my  chance ;  only  that  I  am 
very  odious  to  Hume  and  the  Radicjils  for  certain  speeches  I  muJe 
towards  the  conclusion  of  the  session.  If  Ministers  give  the 
least  countenance  to  armed  associations  I  leave  them.  Be  your 
form  of  government  what  it  may,  republican  or  monarchical,  it 
is  preposterous  to  suppose  that;  there  can  be  a  military  force 
in  the  country  not  under  the  command  of  government;  and 
this  opinion  I  shall  proclaim  on  all  occasions  and  at  whatever 
cost. 
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Brookn'n,  Saturday,  Novoraber  28, 1831. 

.  .  .  I  8ut  tlnvii  hours  with  Lord  Althorp  on  the  new  Bill, 
along  with  the  other  lawycra,  on  Wednesday  night.  God  knows 
what  is  to  happen.     No  coneetiuion  I 

I  yesterday  met  Lord  and  Lady  Holland  at  dinnor,  who  ore 
both  very  unHinehing.  Lady  Holland  told  me  the  King  did  not 
object  to  make  new  peers,  but  there  was  a  great  reluctance  on  the 
])art  of  Lord  Grey. 

Dr.  RuHsell,  of  cholera  notoriety,  was  of  the  party,  and  is  a 
sort  of  lion  at  present.  He  seems  a  modest,  sensible  man.  He 
agrees  that  the  disease  will  travel  all  over  Europe,  and  will 
probably  remain  more  or  less  for  many  years. 


Thurnday,  December  1, 1831. 

.  .  .  Everything  has  a  gloomy  air.  The  cholera  advances  and 
will  cause  terrible  confusion  before  long. 

I  had  an  agreeable  dinner  last  Sunday  with  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
who  seems  to  nu>  ready  to  concede  a  good  deal  on  Reform.  Billy 
Holmes  entcrJMiiicd  the  party  by  a  story  he  said  he  had  on  un- 
doubted authority,  that  Serjeant  Wilde,  Pepys,  and  Campbell 
were  to  draw  lots  for  the  office  of  Solicitor-General. 

I  have  had  another  long  sitting  with  Lord  Althorp  on  the  new 
Bill.  I  augur  nothing  gootl.  It  seems  to  me  as  if  the  v/orld  were 
coming  to  an  end  and  the  destinies  of  the  human  race  were 
accomplished. 

Monday,  December  12, 1831. 

Dear  George  : — I  have  been  at  prayers  and  securing  myself 
a  place  in  the  House.*  I  have  had  a  copy  of  the  new  Bill  four 
or  five  days.  You  will  be  pleased  hardly  to  be  able  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  old.  For  my  own  part  I  should  have  been  better 
pleased  had  there  been  any  prospect  of  conciliation  and  com- 
promise. 

By  order  of  the  King  there  was  a  meeting  on  Saturday  between 


*  The  snssioQ  ho  i  opened  on  the  6th  ot  December. — Eo. 
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the  hcudM  of  the  two  particfl ;  but,  w  iiii^ht  U*  fx|M>cteil,  I  beliuvo 
it  oame  to  nothing. 

Siitnlay,  Dfcnrnbor  18,  1831. 

.  .  .  You  will  tM'O  we  hml  u  kUm'Iouh  division  liint  night  on  the 
Rcfornj  IJill — two  to  one  oximtly.  The  nill  may  hi'  considered 
.18  now  pnH«e<l.  There  may  ho  a  few  nltenitiouH  in  the  T^ords, 
hut  there  will  no  lonj^er  Ix)  any  Htouf  or  hearty  opponition. 

I  ha<l  an  intervi<nv  with  the  Duke  (»f  Richmond  this  morning 
about  the  Register  Rill,  hoiik!  elaiHert  of  which  he  opposes  an 
Postmaster-General,  I  smootheil  him  ov<'r,  hut  I  fear  the  Rill 
will  not  pass  as  the  attorneys  are  so  powerful.  I  shall  get  the 
others  through,  I  hope,  without  any  serious  dittleulty. 

Stanley  htst  night  cut  up  my  friend  Croker  in  great  style.  If 
I  had  made  the  speech  I  could  have  said  vane  tI'mittiH. 


firlHtol,  January  3, 1832. 

Deau  George  : — 1  am  here  an  idle  num.  I  arrived  yester- 
day morning,  being  told  it  wfl^^  essential  I  should  be  present  at 
the  opening  of  the  commission.  I  came  •  special '  to  defend  Cap- 
tain I^ewis,  who  shot  a  boy  in  the  mob,  and  is  indicted  for  murder. 
The  city  is  perfectly  traiupiil,  but  anything  like  Queen  ISfpiare  I 
never  saw,  except  Valenciennes  after  it  had  In-en  l>oml)arded  and 
taken  by  storm. 

,   ,  Brighton,  Monday,  January  9,  1832. 

...  I  got  back  here  yesterday  from  Rristol,  which  I  left  on 
Saturday  evening  at  half-past  five.  ...  I  suppose  you  will  see 
by  the  uewspapers  that  my  client.  Captain  I^wis,  had  a  triumph- 
ant acquittal.  I  took  great  })ains  in  getting  up  his  defence,  and, 
though  I  had  no  opportunity  for  public  display,  I  certainly  well 
carnal  my  fee. 

Sir  James  Scarlett  is  here  and  dines  to-day  with  the  King. 
His  Majesty  applied  to  Lord  Palmerston  for  Ji  sittiation  for  Peter, 
notwithstanding  Sir  James's  anti-Reform  principles  and  votes. 

Nothing  is  known  here  about  the  new  peers.    The  Princess 
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AiigiiHtii  ycHtvrday  toUl  S<!urlL>tt  that  Aw  ooiild  loarn  nothing,  and 
that  the  King  nvvcr  mentioned  iiolitcH  in  the  family.  .  .  . 

Thuriday,  January  lU,  1832. 

,  .  .  The  King  threw  out  to  H<>ariett  at  Brighton  a  Mircaflm 
iijfiiinHt  liord  Orey.  You  know  that  the  wiying  in  that  'the  Pre- 
mier proviilex  tor  hia  Heventeenth  couHins.'  Scarlett  thankcHJ  the 
King  t*or  \\\n  {'omleHcenHiun  in  a|)|)lying  to  Lord  PalnierHton  in 
tiivor  of  Peter.  *  Ah/  «iid  his  Majesty,  '  I  think  it  a  very  fair 
thing  for  a  man  to  do  what  ho  can  for  u  son  or  daughter;  but 
when  it  comes  to  the  aeventeenlh  counm  it  is  rather  too  nmch.' 

HouHO  of  CommonH.WednoHrlay,  January  25, 1832. 

...  Of  Parliamentary  Reform  I  am  .sick,  and  I  am  hampcrecl 
l»y  Scarlett  talking  an  a(!tive  part  in  the  Comniitlco.  La.st  night 
I  wished  to  speak;  but  it  wouhl  not  hav(!  been  decent  to  have 
coiiK!  into  direct  collision  with  him.  O'Connell  is  sitting  by  me, 
fiiniing  about  there  being  no  House,  and  saying  that  it  is  a 
manoeuvre  to  defeat  his  motion  about  I^ord  Killeen. 


Temple,  February  4,  1832. 
.  .  ,  I  have  had  a  very  severe  week ;  never  in  bed  till  pa.st 
two,  and  up  before  eight.  I  spoke  in  the  House  la.st  night  njore 
successfully  than  hitherto,  upon  the  ton-pound  clause.  I  was 
loudly  cheered  in  the  first  two  or  three  sentences,  which  gave  me 
courage.  There  is  nothing  so  exciting  as  fixing  the  attention  of 
your  audience,  and  the  suspicion  of  being  deemed  tiresome  anni- 
hilates me. 

Court  of  King's  Bench,  Guildhall, 
Friday,  February  17, 1832. 

.  .  .  We  are  not  quite  accustomed  to  the  cholera  in  London, 
and  a  good  deal  of  alarm  prevails.  It  is  said  to  bi!  in  Piccadilly 
and  the  upper  parts  of  the  town.  I  lmv(>,  while  sitting  in  court 
here,  signed  my  will,  making  provision,  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
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iiu'iit,  (nr  tli<)M>  who  ui'c  <l<>|H'iitlt>tit  Oil  im>,  iiimI  I  know  not  wlitit 
duty  to  otlitMH  I  liuvc  now  to  |HTtonii. 

I  do  HcriotiHly  think  th(>  Hoiino  c»f'  ConiiiiohH  iii«  duiit^rrouM  u 
plucu  M  any  in  Lonihin.  The  chohTu  is  a  river  or  ii(|uiiti<r  diNordvr, 
und  it  in  ccrtuinly  ut  I^iiinlH.'th  on  thu  o|>|Mwitt>  Hido  of  tho  ThatiicM. 
What  I  continue  rhietly  to  apprehend  in  itrt  tendency  to  ini|H>de 
coninienv,  and  to  throw  nuiltitud<>M  t)ut  of  eniphiyinent. 
ThoUHimdH  certaiidy  will  Ih>  ruined  l>y  it.  Ah  a  rilight  <'xain|ili>, 
fruit  and  vej^etahlcH  are  hardly  used,  and  tew  ventiu'c  to  ride  in 
u  hackney  coach.  .  .  .  The  scarlet  fever  in  ragiujf  at  the  WcHt 
End  of  the  town,  and  I  am  as  much  afraid  of  it  iw  of  the  cholera. 
I  wonder  if  we  hIiuII  ever  hoc  whoIeHonu;  timen  a^ain. 

8ftlur<l»y.  Fohiunry  25,  1»;»2 

.  .  .  liordn  Ilarrowhy  and  Wharnclit!i!  are  tryiii);  to  muke 
convurtx  tu  the  Hccond  reading  of  the  lieform  Bill,  und  it  is  now 
Hiiid  there  wilt  Ihmi  majority  for  the  second  reading  without  more 
]M>erH,  with  an  understand  in  ju;  that  there  may  be  some  m«Mlifieu- 
tiouH  in  the  Conunittee. 

aiouewHtor,  April  1,  1832. 

.  .  .  Yoii  were  rij^ht  in  supposiuj^  that  I  should  be  totiched 
by  your  description  of  your  meeting  with  your  children — 

Non  ohtuta  adeo  ijeitainut  jiectura  Pitni* 

I  have  myself  been  most  sinjjjidarly  fortunate  in  domestic  life, 
upon  which  I  am  well  convinced  much  more  depends  than  on 
schemes  of  ambition.  The  political  cards  have  turned  out  badly. 
Scarlett's  secession  from  tin;  Whigs  wius  a  very  inaus|)icioiis  event. 
lie  himself  is  not  in  the  remotest  dej^ree  to  blame,  and  it  was 
by  my  advice  that  he  accepted  I^ord  Ijonsdalc's  ofler,  and  was 
returned  for  Cockcrmouth.  But  the  consequences  have  unnerved 
me  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

My  Coriimittee  I  believe  is  going  on  very  prosperously.  The 
best  report  of  the  part  of  Peel's  speech  in  which  he  alluded  to 
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the  Kt>|{iMtmtioii  Hill,  I  liiwl  fmin  Miiry,  \vlio  h<>iml  it  funn  thf> 
vcntiliitor.  '  !!«>  Uiiinhtl  th<>  Oovcriiinciit  for  their  wnnt  of 
vit^or  ami  g(NNl  fnith  in  iilxtiMloiiing  t\w  linirnc<l  nutlior  of  the 
Rc>){iMtry  Hill  in  tho  initW  of  hix  difflcultifw  when  bringing 
furwanl  n  niciUdiru  which  w(m  mo  n('c(>HMiiry  and  !ni|M)rtant  w  a 
legal  reform.  Y«'t  the  gn'at  RefornicrH  theni^utlvoN,  frightcncnl 
by  a  h'wt  of  interoMtnl  attorneys,  (laro<l  not  Hnpixtrt  It,  and  th«« 
Icarnttl  franirr  of  the  Hill  wan  for(*(>d,  liy  their  pusillanimity,  to 
take  refuge  in  a  Committee.'  .  .  .  I  am  very  wretelntl  here  from 
the  HlownesH  of  f  lu«  judgeM.  lUjt  I  have  no  remttly.  My  renounc- 
ing the  eircuit  in  (initc  out  of  the  qu(>stion,  ard  all  that  I  ean  do 
is  to  make  them  come  into  eourt  at  eight  in  the  morning  and  Hit 
till  midnight.  They  are  ainindantly  willing  and,  to  do  them  juh- 
tUv,  no  men  ean  l>v  more  anxious  to  M>rve  the  public.  I  have  this 
eouHolation,  that  I  would  rather  Im!  in  my  situation  than  iu 
theirs. 

Houiio  of  Commoni,  Frulay,  April  13,  18.12. 

.  .  .  There  is  no  d()id)t  tho  English  Reform  Hill  will  be  read 
a  Hecond  time  in  the  Lonls.  I  mean  to  sit  up  for  the  division, 
whicii  probal)ly  will  not  take  place  till  five  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning. *  Hrougluim,  Copley,  and  IMunket  are  to  sjM'ak  to- 
night. 

Brougham  eontiimes  exceedingly  dcpresHwl,  although  I  suppose 
he  will  rouse  himself  to  make  a  great  sjieech.  He  believes 
himself  that  his  depressi(»u  protieeds  entirely  from  the  melancholy 
state  of  his  child.  Hut  this  was  nearly  as  bad  last  year  when 
he  was  so  mut^h  excited.  The  truth  is  that  the  extreme  excite- 
ment to  which  he  wiis  then  subject  luLS  exhausted  him,  and  he  will 
continue  in  his  present  condition  for  some  months  longer,  when 
I  expect  to  see  him  revive.  I  have  marked  this  revolution  in 
his  spirits  several  times  l)efore. 

Ministers  altogether  are  very  flat,  uud  ther-e  is  a  strong  notion 
that  they  cnnot  long  survive.  I  shall  be  true  to  them  and 
never  leave  the  Whig  party,  unless  they  should  commit  greater 


*  The  division  took  place — majority  of  9  for  the  second  reading. — Ed. 
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W«<lni^ii'U)r,  April  |H,  1933, 


.  .  .  Trcliiiitl  \n  now  the  Mtiiriililin^  hliN'k.  If  ytni  lia«l  li«>imi 
the  fi|M>«>4'!i<'M  of  Slii'il  uimI  Stmili  y  tlit>  otlwr  ni^lit  yoii  woiilil 
liiivf  «l«'H|Hiii'r«l  of  tli<<  i'f|iiil)lic.  Till*  niitiiiniii  notion  |iri'Viiilin^ 
anion^  LiU'rulM  in  Kn^liintl  in  that  li'ilnml  in  wholly  in«-u|Nil)lo 
of  lawri  or  iilH'i'ty,  and  nnnt  In>  ^ovfrnrtl  hy  thf  Mwonl.  I  nully 
(loul)t  wht'thfi-  tilt'  Irir«h  Kcfonn  Hill  will  pa^n  thi-on^h  th«> 
lIouH<>  of  ( 'oniniohM,  an<l  it  Ih  rntnorc^l  that  ( iovci'miicnt  will 
uInukIou  it — at  li'a«t  for  the  |)t'(y<>nt  ^o^ion.  Itnt  tlit!  wavt>ri>rM 
in  th«>  l<oriU  nay  '  w<>  will  not  paKH  tlo*  Kni^li^ii  Uofoiin  Hill  till 
wo  have  all  th«>  thi'<'«>  on  <mii'  talih'.' 

Wfthcrrll  ha?*  In-cn  Uvw  to-«lay  to  move  for  u  i-riniinal  infor- 
mation for  a  lilM'l  on  tli"  I)nk«'  of  CinnU'rlaiHl.  Ili>  iMHtntH  that 
Ministers  an*  afraid  to  nu-ft  I'arliainrnt,  auti  that  iIhm  in  tin*  I'ca- 
Hon  why  th»'  Kastt-r  ri'c«'?*s  i.n  .-o  un^l^nally  lonj^.  'I'hifi  is  -*tu\]\ 
Ixit  th(!  truth  is  that  MinintorM  arc  )£oit)^  on  very  inilitlrrcnlly. 
Luckily  for  thcni  th(^  Duke  o(  NVcllin^ttm  niakcn  hinisclf  more 
and  more  un|)o|inlar,  and  a  Tory  government  '\h  (|iiite  im|io.sMil)le. 


f    ,.  ^' 


Tii.'Hiliiy,  Muy  8.  1m:(2, 

.  .  .  The  criHis  in  come.*  In  two  luutrH  it  will  Im*  di'termined 
whether  Fiord  (Jrey  jrcws  ont,  or  sixty  or  seventy  new  peers  are 
to  Im!  made.  I  was  in  the  Lords  last  ni^ht  during  the  whole;  of 
the  dehate  and  the  division.  Down  to  the  actual  division  the 
Ministers  did  not  a|i|>rehen«l  a  majority  of  nioru  than  twenty. 


Court  of  King's  Boncli,  WuiliiuMday,  May  \>,  183J. 

.  .  .  Ministers  are  out  and  there  will  he  an  immediate  disso- 
lution of  Parliament.  We  have  IumI  tJoatinj;  runioi-s  all  the 
niorniuf;,  whieli  arc  now  put  an  end  to  by  Denman's  arrival 
from  the  lev6o.     lie  speaks  by  the  authority  of  Cirey  himself 


*  An  ivinendmont  p;'opoBoil  by  Lord  Lynilhurstin  coiuinittoe  wau  carried  by 
a  majority  of  5. — Ei>. 
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whom  Ik*  miw  ilwt-i'.  iirvy  uinl  Itrnii^lmiii  w«>iit  tn  WindMir 
y*>r<ti>nluy,  uimI  mltl  tli*'  KU\\^  tlit<y  Wrmi^lit  t|ii>  iiiuiiiiiiioiiM  n<*w)< 
liitinn  of  tlif  CuliitM't  that  this  tiiiiMt  i-«-Hi);ii  iiiih>M^  iii>w  |M>()ni 
W)>n>  iimih' to  ih)'  tiiiiiilN'i- i>l'  ilt'tv  iit  IciiMt.  'Y\\v  Kiii^  Kiivr  A 
<h)ul>tt'iil  itiHwiT,  mill  it  >\ii<«  lhnl|^ht  he  iiii^ht  yit'ltl.  Hut  thin 
nioniiiit;  iit  iiin*'  n'l'Inck  n  Iriiit-  rmin  th«>  Kiii^t  wiim  nii'ivi^tl, 
i>xti'«'ini'ly  civil,  Itiii  njiyiti^  that  iipnii  ntiiHithTatioii  h«>  toiild  not 
(fMiwrit  to  th<>  iiit>a<«iiri'  |)rM[Mhtri|,  aii*l  that  h«>  tlu'rcfor*'  actt'iilcd 
till*  tt'ntli'iTtI  i'i'Hi}{iiatioii. 

Th«'  hiiki'  of  Wfllin^iiiii  ha-*  not  Imtii  Merit  for,  aii<l  iiolHMJy 
exactly  ktiow'*  what  i^  to  In*  done. 

JFnHHf  of  ( 'nininotiM,  air  o'rfork, — I  have  jilMt  \KH'n  ILstciiing  to 
L<ml  Altlior|»V  declaration,  and  the  .xjM'eeheH  \vhi<'h  follow*"*!. 
Tho  Diike  nf  Wellington  and  Peel,  I  certainly  know,  havi'  had 
no  coininiinicalioii  from  the  Kill);.  It  \h  Haiti  that  liord  liar- 
rowhy  lia.H  l»c<'ii  sent  for,  and  lia.x  ap;r»'«'d  to  form  the  ncwadmin- 
iHtnition.  I  <-onceive  that  he  has  undertaken  what  ir*  itn|>o»wil>lt>. 
Tiord  Khriiij^ton's  motion  to-morrow  will  jdnlj^e  the  lloiiw!  of 
CommoiH,  and  an  appeal  to  the  people  would  Im>  niadnesN. 
Kvent.H  are  at  hand  siu'h  as  have  not  Im-cii  sei'ii  in  thiM  country 
for  more  than  two  centuries.  Marine  .statctl  that  sixty  or  seventy 
|M'ers  were  demanded.  I  have  j^iven  you  tlu'  authentic  account 
from  I")enman,  who,  |)oor  fellow,  is  terrihiy  <h;ject«'<l.  I  am  sin- 
cerely sorry  for  him.  The  chances  were  that  he  would  havo 
Imn'U  Chief  Justice  ot'  the  Kind's  IJench  and  a  p<'«'r.  Now  he  \n 
professionally  ruined,  and  his  family  will  Im-  in  poverty. 

There  may  he  som«'  defection,  hut  I  anticipate  that  there  will 
l)c  u  very  larj^e  m.ijority  of  the  Commons  for  Khrinj^ton'a 
motion.  I  shall  remain  true  to  my  colorw.  What  law  urrati^e- 
luentH  will  he  made  I  cannot  conjecture.  S<'iirlett  must  Ikj  some- 
how inelmled,  which  of  course  will  j^ivc  joy  to  those  I  love. 
Hut  the  change  I  sincerely  and  deeply  deplore  ns  fnuight  with 
puhlie  calamity. 

I  liavo  l)oen  in  the  Lords  and  heard  Grey  deliver  a  very 
spirited  defence  of  his  own  (conduct. 

I    had   my  Seotth    Reform  sjjeeeh  all  cut  and   dry.      The 
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Treasury  circulated  notes  this  morning  asking  us  to  attend  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill.  The  House  was  a  very  amusing 
scene.  It  was  particularly  curious  to  observe  the  forced  smile 
of  gaiety  assumed  by  the  Ministers  as  they  entered,  and  the 
radiance  of  real  joy  on  the  countenances  of  their  antagonists. 
The  triumph  of  the  latter  must  be  very  short-lived.  Althorp  I 
really  believe  is  well  pleased,  and  Jeffrey  seems  to  me  very  tran- 
quil, but  many  display  the  deepest  dejection. 


II 


mm 


-r  ;  » 


■       '      Court  of  King's  Bench,  Thursday,  May  10, 1832. 

.  .  .  Nothing  more  known.  There  is  a  report  that  the  King 
was  insulted  in  going  yesterday  to  Bushey,  and  that  there  is  a 
mob  gone  out  to  insult  him  to-day.  This,  if  true,  will  very  much 
serve  the  anti-Reformers.  Lord  Lyudhurst,  and  no  one  else,  saw 
the  King  yesterday.  He  is  not  sitting  in  the  Exchequer  to-day, 
having  other  fish  to  fry.  It  is  thought  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
and  l*eel  cannot  accept  office  till  the  Bill  is  passed.  But  the  vote 
of  the  Commons  to-night  may  mar  the  new  ari-angements.  We 
had  a  meeting  at  Brooks's  last  night  to  frame  the  resolution  to  be 
moved  to-day  by  Lord  Ebrington.  The  Tories  say  Lord  Ebring- 
ton  will  not  have  a  majority,  but  I  think  they  are  sure  to  be 
greatly  outnumbered. 

Friday,  May  11, 1832. 

...  I  know  very  little,  but  I  had  an  interview  two  hours  ago 
with  the  private  secretaries  of  Lord  Althorp  and  Lord  Broug- 
ham, who  told  me  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has  accepted, 
and  is  proceeding  to  form  a  Ministry ;  Leach  Chancellor,  A. 
Baring  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Lord  Tenterden  to  retire 
foi  an  earldom,  to  be  succeeded  by  Lord  Lyndhurst.  I  feel  as 
if  some  domestic  calamity  had  overwhelmed  me.  You  will  see 
last  night's  debate  in  the  newspapers. 

Saturday,  May  12, 1832. 

.  .  .  The  Duke  of  Wellington  is  going  on  with  his  insane  pro- 
ject,   it  is  said  Parliament  will  be  dissolved  on  Monday.    This 
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I  still  doubt.     London  remains  quiet.    There  are  great  appre- 
hensions of  risings  in  the  country. 

Monday,  May  14, 1832. 

...  I  hope  you  will  accomplish  your  visit  to  London,  but  you 
must  just  wait  till  you  see  whether  Parliament  is  to  be  dissolve!, 
for  you  might  come  and  find  London  deserted  for  the  general 
election.  My  own  ojiinion  is  that  there  will  not  be  a  dissolution 
for  the  present.  We  decided  that  pretty  well  at  Brooks's  last 
night.  We  had  a  meeting  to  determine  whether  Ebrington  should 
not  move  a  Resolution  to-night  that  'after  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton's recorded  opinion  uj)on  the  Reform  Bill,  no  administration 
of  which  he  forms  a  part  can  have  the  confidence  of  this  House 
or  of  the  country.'  There  was  a  great  deal  of  discussion,  which 
terminated  in  agreeing  to  abstain,  to  let  the  Duke  carry  through 
the  Bill  in  the  Lords  and  send  it  down  again  to  the  Commons, 
and  then  to  accept  it,  and  then  to  turn  out  the  Duke.  It  was 
agreed  on  all  hands  that  the  Resolution  would  necessarily  have 
brought  about  an  instant  dissolution,  which  would  have  i^rotluced 
a  House  of  Commons  to  compel  the  King  to  recall  the  Whigs, 
but  that  this  would  delay  and  endanger  the  Reform  Bill.  Althorp 
and  Stanley  spoke  exceedingly  well,  and  against  the  Resolution. 

Nothing  more  known  about  appointments,  except  that  Croker 
refuses  to  accept  office  as  well  as  Peel,  having  taken  such  an  active 
part  against  the  Bill. 


Guildhall,  Tuesday,  May  15, 1832. 

.  .  I  am  just  returned  from  Westminster,  where  I  heard,  what 
I  expected,  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  has  given  up  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  Ministiy,  and  that  the  King  has  sent  for  Lord 
Grey.  The  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Coiumons  last  night 
were  decisive,  but  things  are  by  no  means  settled  with  the  King. 
Brougham  said  la  the  Lords,  in  rather  a  disdainful  tone,  *  that 
the  communitation  from  the  King  had  had,  and  might  have,  no 
consequence.' 
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WeancMlay,  May  Ifl,  1832. 

Dear  George  : — I  hope  you  will  not  now  hesitate  to  pay  your 
visit  to  London.  Things  are  not  yet  adjusted  between  the  King 
and  Lord  Grey,  but  a  diasolution  is  wholly  out  of  the  question. 
Lord  Munster  declared  yesterday  that,  sooner  than  create  peers, 
the  King,  his  father,  would  go  to  Hanover.  He  niucit  neverthe- 
less agree  to  the  terms  dictated,  which  I  dare  say  will  be  severe 
enough  :  the  Bill  to  pass  without  any  alteration  ;  and  the  power 
to  make  as  many  peers  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose  in 
case  of  resistance — if  not  further  to  dismiss  Lord  Hill  and  all 
Tories  in  office  under  the  Crown. 

My  own  notion  is  that  the  great  body  of  the  Tories  will  now 
secede  from  the  House  of  I^ords,  and  that  the  Bill  will  pass 
without  further  opposition.  I  consider  the  revolution  pretty 
well  effected.  From  this  time  the  King  and  the  peers  can  do 
nothing  against  the  will  of  the  people.  • 

Friday,  May  18, 1832. 

...  I  am  sick  of  bulletins — not  but  that  it  gives  me  sincere 
pleasure  if  I  can  give  you  any  intelligence  or  gratification ;  but 
I  wish  excitement  were  over,  and  we  had  again  quiet  and  duli 
times.  The  question  I  believe  now  is  whether  Lord  Giy  shall 
at  all  events  force  the  making  of  peer.«,  or  the  King  can  avoid  it. 
The  Tories,  seeing  the  Bill  niu.st  pass,  are  anxious  to  prevent  the 
making  of  a  great  number  of  Whig  peers  who  would  perma- 
nently overwhelm  them,  and,  for  this  purpose,  are  willing  to 
secede  from  the  further  discussions  on  the  Bill.  .  .  . 

House  of  Commons,  six  o'clock. — After  the  prosj)ect  of  a  great 
explosion  all  is  finally  settled.  Grey  is  Minister  and  Reform  is 
carried.  When  I  came  down  I  found  all  in  a  state  of  alarm. 
It  was  understootl  that  the  King  obstinately  held  out,  and  that 
something  frightful  would  happen.  The  House  was  called  over 
on  Hume's  motion,  and  Lord  Milton  was  jirepared  to  move 
another  address  to  the  King.  But  when  Lord  Milton  was  ready 
to  get  up,  the  cry  came  '  It  is  settled,'  and  it  turned  out  that 
Grey  had  just  left  the  King  and  that  there  was  a  satisfactory 
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arrangement.  In  a  few  minutes  after,  Lord  Altliorp  got  up  and 
said  tliat  Lord  Grey  liad  now  a  satisfactory  assurance  that  he  had 
the  means  of  carrying  the  Reform  Bill,  and  that  ho  and  his  col- 
leagues remained  in  office.  Tliere  has  since  been  an  explanation 
from  Peel  justifying  himself  for  refusing  to  join  the  Duke  of 
Wellington. 

Lord   Milton  afterwards  showed  me  his  address.     What  a 
stormy  debate  it  would  have  brought  on ! 


[Extract  from  the  Autobiograpy]  : 

Lord  Grey  was  re-instated  in  his  office  and  an  intimation  was 
given  on  the  part  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
and  the  great  bulk  of  the  peers  who  had  oppose<l  the  Bill,  that 
they  would  abisent  thomstlves  from  the  House  in  its  subsequent 
stages,  and  offer  it  no  further  obstruction.  The  necessity  for 
making  new  peers  was  thus  obviated.  I  think  Lord  Grey, 
under  the  circumstances,  was  justified  in  proposing  such  a  step, 
as  otherwif^e  some  more  violent  breach  of  the  Constitution  would 
almost  inevitably  have  occurred;  but  I  must  confess  that  a 
numerous  creation  of  peers  to  carry  a  particular  measure  against 
the  opinion  of  the  existing  House  cannot  in  my  opinion  be  con- 
sidered a  constitutional  proceeding,  and  can  only  be  defended  as 
a  coup  d'etat  to  ward  off  greater  evils. 

On  the  4th  of  June  the  Bill  passed  the  Lords  by  a  majority 
o'"    v^hty-fbur,  twenty-two  peers  only  voting  against  it. 

i'he  Bills  for  Ireland  and  Scotland  followed  and  were  carried 
without  difficulty.  In  the  latter,  ratione  originis,  I  took  a  special 
interest.  I  had  long  felt  galled  by  the  state  of  political  degra- 
dation to  which  my  native  country  had  been  reduced.  The 
forty-five  members  for  Scotland  were  retiu*ned  by,  and  voted  for, 
the  Minister  of  the  day  like  flic  sixteen  peers,  and  had  regularly 
changed  their  allegiance  on  every  change  of  administration. 
Hence  the  general  belief  that  all  Scotchmen  were  venal  politi- 
cians, and  hence  the  popularity  on  the  stage  of  such  a  character 
as  Sir  Pertinax  Macsycophant.     Sir  Robert  Peel  allowed  that 
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the  system  of  'superiorities'  in  Seoteh  counties,  and  of  self- 
elected  town  councils  in  Scotch  boroughs,  could  only  he  excusetl 
as  a  necessary  counter-balance  to  the  excess  of  popular  election 
[)revailing  in  England.  I  was  therefore  delighted  to  assist  Jef- 
frey, the  Lord  Advtx;ate,  in  framing  the  Scotch  Reform  Bill,  and 
in  doing  everything  in  my  power  to  further  its  progress  through 
the  lious*^. 

During  this  session  I  again  introduced  my  Bill  for  a  General 
Register  of  Deeds.  It  wius  referred  to  a  Select  Co.  iniittoe, 
which  I  attended  most  laboriously.  I  made  converts  of  almost 
all  the  members  of  the  committee,  but  I  was  defeated  by  a  com- 
bination of  the  country  attorneys,  who  thought,  erroneously, 
that  the  measure  would  diminisli  their  business  and  their  profits. 
They  are  the  most  influential  class  in  the  country.  Lord  Grey 
was  against  the  measure  because  his  attorney  in  ^'  ♦^humber- 
land  told  him  it  was  a  bad  thing.  The  coiuitry  attorneys  have 
the  borough  seats  very  niucii  at  their  (lisjM)sal,  and  they  frighten 
more  members  by  their  threats  than  they  influence  by  their  argu- 
ments. 

Sunday,  June  17, 1832. 

Dear  George: — I  Avas delighted  to  heai-  of  your  happy  meet- 
ing with  your  wife  and  children  at  Edenwo(Ml,and  that  you  were 
pleased  with  your  visit  to  London.* 

I  have  been  so  much  hurried  that  I  literally  have  not  had 
time  to  write  you  a  sciap.  This  evening  I  start  for  Birming- 
ham, and  to-morrow  morning  I  enter  Dudley,  a  new  borough  in 
Schedule  D,  from  which  I  have  had  an  invitation.  The  thing 
looks  exceedingly  well  at  present.  There  is  no  other  candidate 
in  the  field  except  a  Tory,  who  has  no  chance.  .  .  . 

Birmingham,  Monday  niglit,  June  18, 1832. 

Dear  George: — We  have  had  a  glorious  day  at  Dudley, 
and  I  really  think  the  thing  is  certain.     Sir  Horace  St.  Paul, 


*Hi8  brother,  who  had  lately  received  the  honor  of  knighthood,  had  been 
staying  in  London,  and  the  correspondence  had  been  interrupted  during  part 
of  the  months  of  May  and  June. — Ed. 
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the  Tory  candidate,  has  not  the  remotest  chuiu-c,  and  no  other 
reforniing  canduhite  is  now  likely  to  offer.  What  a  contrast  to 
Htaftbrd !  Our  pnu'cssion  was  one  of  the  most  inagiiitioent 
Kpeiitaclcs  ever  beheld.  There  were  in  it  about  twenty  large 
banners  with  ins(a'ii)ti(»us,  and  there  wore  fla^s  in  almost  every 
window  in  the  town.  A  jiivat  many  eanu-  here  to  uu-vt  me,  and 
in  Dndley  the  multitude  was  said  to  excited  10,()()(>.  Instead  of 
treating  them,  they  treated  me.  I  was  not  allowed  t«»  put  my 
hand  in  my  pocket  from  the  time  1  started  from  IJirmingham 
till  1  returned.  What  struck  me  most  was  the  extreme  modera- 
tion of  the  party,  although  they  are  called  Itttdinds.  They 
received  with  perfect  aj)[>rol)ation  the  exposition  of  my  genuine 
politictd  sentiments. 

I  am  to  sleep  liere  to-night  and  set  off'  early  in  the  morning 
for  London. 

Thursday,  July  5, 1832. 

.  .  .  The  dullness  of  the  times  must  excuse  the  brevity  of  my 
epistles.  There  is  here  the  languor  of  exhaustion.  The  House 
of  Commons  is  empty,  and  politics  seem  forgotten.  I  cannot 
get  Lord  Althorp  and  Lord  John  to  bring  on  the  Bribery  ]iill 
for  a  second  reading,  and  I  shall  be  gone  on  the  circuit  before  it  is 
discussed.     This  is  the  only  subject  about  which  I  now  nuich  cure. 

Mary  is  going  the  circuit  with  me.*  We  are  to  have  a  trial 
for  high  treitson  on  our  circuit  at  Abingdon,  after  finishing  at 
Gloucester,  but  this  cannot  last  more  than  a  single  day.  The 
accused  is  the  person  who  threw  a  stone  at  the  King  at  Ascot.  I 
have  then  only  to  attend  to  the  registration  of  the  Dudley  elec- 
tors, at  which  I  mur*'  be  present — then  for  Scotland. 

Worcester,  July  2o,  1832. 

.  .  .  We  talk  of  nothing  here  but  the  cholera.  Thank  Heaven^ 
the  assizes  are  over,  and  I  am  yet  safe,  with  my  wife  and  babe. 
Mary  and  Hally  are  at  a  gentleman's  house  about  two  miles  off 
in  a  pure  delightful  air.     We  contrived  to  get  through  the  busi- 

*  His  last  circuit. — Ed. 
VOL.  II.  4 
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iicHH  luHt  night  uikI  I  joinnl  tliein.  Thu  euurt8  hud  ruther  u 
mt'huit'holy  ttHixtt,  no  wonmn  or  nuin  lulinittod  uuktm  on  bu8i- 
nesH,  witli  (-lilorido  of  liniu  Hpi-inklitl  every  liuli'-hour.  There 
arc  ii  gtxMl  many  new  ctuses  here,  bnt  it  has  not  l)een  as  yet  so 
bad  aH  at  (Jlourerttcr.  One  d(K'tor  ran  away  and  hiw  eovcrotl 
hiniHelt'  witli  <lisgrju'e. 

StaHbrd  is  said  t(»  l>e  very  heahhy.  Mary  is  to  he  at  Ingestre 
(Lord  Talbot's),  alM>ut  Hve  miles  otK  We  are  going  on  an  exenr- 
sion  to  Kastnor,  Lord  8t)mers'i«i.  In  s[)ite  of  the  eholera  I  never 
enjoyed  life  more. 

Gloucester,  WoflncHilay,  August  15, 1832. 

Dkau  GKoudK: — We  remain  all  (jnite  well,  but  the  matter 
bceomes  rather  sitIous,  and  I  have  despatched  Mary  and  Jlally 
to  Stroud,  nine  miles  oiK  There  were  last  night  five  deaths, 
three  close  by  the  lodgings  where  1  now  write  t(j  you,  and  there 
are  a  great  number  of  new  eiu«*cs  to-day  from  the  heat  and  mois- 
ture. Had  it  not  been  for  the  extreme  slowness  of  the  judge, 
we  should  have  finished  yestcnhiy,  and  I  now  very  much  doubt 
whether  we  shall  finish  to-morrow. 

The  city  presents  rather  a  dismal  scene,  but  our  eorj)s  j)reserve 
their  t/aidi-  ilc  ('(vur,  and  I  make  no  doubt  that  we  shall  al.  -cape. 
jMy  clerk  was  the  only  craven.  When  he  came  into  Gloucester 
he  laid  himself  on  two  chairs  and  gave  himself  up;  so  I  Avas 
obligwl  to  send  him  ott'  to  London  yesterday  In  court  we  are 
almost  overpowered  by  fumigations  and  asjjersious.  Most  men 
have  bottles  or  charms  of  dillerent  sorts  about  them.  A  drug- 
gist has  made  a  little  fortune  by  selling  what  lie  denominates  *  disin- 
fectors,'  The  walls  of  the  houses  are  covered  Avith  placards 
advertising  remedies,  giving  cautions,  and  offering  religious  advice 
to  the  inh;il)itants. 

Clifton,  August  20, 1832. 

.  .  .  We  are  again  in  the  midst  of  the  cholera.  It  has  been 
raging  tremendously  at  Bristol  and  has  come  over  to  Clifton, 
although  it  has  not  yet  mounted  the  down  or  table-land  above 
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the  Avon.  Tt  has  Immmi  iniuh  worse  l)()th  hciv  and  at  Oh)U(;t'Mter 
than  the  rct«irns  ptihlishc*!  hy  the  Privy  Council  reprcHcnt,  as 
the  local  authorities  for  the  wike  of  the  place,  and  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  sake  of  the  country,  take  care  that  only  a  part  of 
the  truth  is  told.  The  most  remarkable  circumstancte  I  hear  of 
at  Bristol  is  that  the  people  hate  the  docitors  who  are  laboring  for 
thom,  mid  InJieve  that  the  sick  are  poisoned  and  buried  alive. 

We  leave  this  at  six  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  breakfast  at 
Bath,  and  then  push  on  for  Abingdon. 

We  had  a  very  u'wa  drive  from  Stroud  to  Dursley,  through 
the  clothing  valleys,  which  arc  excee<lingly  picturesque  and  inter- 
esting. We  then  visiteil  Berkeley  Castle,  and  saw  the  very 
identical  lOom  in  which  Edward  II.  was  murdered.  The  sword 
which  is  shown  as  the  instrument  is  apocryphal,  but  the  room 
and  the  whole  ciustle  certainly  remain  as  they  were  five  hundred 
years  ago.  It  is  the  only  baronial  castle  in  England  which 
remains  entire  and  is  still  inhabited. 

Abingdon.  August  22, 1832. 

...  I  was  wrong  in  saying  that  none  of  our  corps  had  been 
frightened.  Charles  Phillips  the  orator  (who  has  fought  a  duel), 
finding  the  state  in  which  Gloucester  was  on  Saturday  week,  left 
his  briefs  and  fled  from  it.  While  I  was  in  Bath  yesterday,  Ser- 
jeant   passed  through  from  Wells  for  London,  being  afraid 

to  go  to  attend  the  assizes  at  Bristol,  giving  up  his  briefs  to  his 
clients.  This  I  consider  very  pusillanimous  and  culpable. 
Where  a  man's  duty  requires  him  to  be,  there  the  cholera  is  to 
be  disregarded. 

Our  trial  for  high  treason  is  over  and  has  terminated  as  might 
be  expected,  in  a  conviction, '  ut  without  any  notion  of  an  execu- 
tion. 

We  are  going  on  to-night  to  Reading,  and  to-morrow  to  Erl- 
wood,  near  Bagshot,  where  Loo  and  little  Mary  still  are.  I  know 
not  what  we  shall  do  during  the  autumn,  but  I  really  consider 
our  visit  to  you  at  an  end  till  next  year,  when  I  trust  we  may 
accomplish  it  under  happier  auspices. 
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Brook»'i,  September  17,  1832. 

.  .  .  No  public  news.  Strong  attcniptH  hy  thu  RmliculH  ta 
make  Ministcrennd  the  WhigH  unpopular  from  the  alleged  ileiect» 
in  the  Reform  Bill.  We  Hhall  now  Ih)  the  CouHorvative  party. 
The  movement  must  be  reMistwl.  Think  of  poor  Denmau  being 
received  at  Nottingham  very  much  iw  Hir  Charles  VVetherell  was 
at  Bristol.  I  exiiect  to  go  down  to  Dudley  in  a  few  days.  The 
cholera  has  been  raging  dreadfully  in  that  country,  but  it  is 
rather  subsiding,  and  my  presence  now  is  reckoned  material. 
Had  it  not  been  for  this  I  should  now  have  been  at  Brighton^ 
where  it  is  at  last  determined  we  are  to  tiwte  the  sea  breezes. 


Hagley,  Soptoinber  26, 1832, 

Dear  George: — They  have  a  fast  day  at  Dudley  for  the 
cholera.  This  has  interrupted  the  canvass.  Here  I  am  about 
six  miles  off  for  pure  air  and  quiet.  I  came  over  last  night,  and 
return  this  evening.  ... 

The  canvass  ha.s  gone  on  satisfactorily.  There  is  considerable 
languor,  but  the  electors  seem  to  remain  true.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  now  any  danger  of  an  ultra-Radiad  candidate.  The 
struggle  will  be  with  the  Tories,  who  are  to  try  to  bring  in  Sir 
Horace  St.  Paul,  now  member  for  Bridport,  an  anti-Reformer, 
who  has  large  property  in  the  parish.  His  party  have  been 
very  active  the  two  last  days.  They  have  all  Lord  Dudley's 
interest.  The  peer  himself,  you  know,  is  under  restraint,  but 
his  managing  agent  is  giving  notices  to  quit,  turning  off  work- 
men, and  resorting  to  other  violent  measures  to  intimidate  the 
Liberal  voters.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  if  the  franchise  had 
been  lower  we  should  have  been  beaten ;  but  the  ten-j  ounders 
are  chiefly  shopkeepers  and  independent  tradesmen,  and  set  all 
threats  at  defiance. 

I  expect  to  finish  the  canvass  on  Friday,  and  get  back  to  Lon- 
don Saturday. 


S  .rt 
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Brook»'ri,  Thiirii<Uy,  Novwmber  1, 1832. 

Dear  Okoiuik  : — I  do  not  know  wliether  you  cure  alx)ut  tho 
result  of  the  BriHtol  case.'"  The  detviKhint  m  gloriouMly  uc((uitte(l. 
Nothing  en<hinnen'<l  \\n  except  Scurlett'H  (yoiiHervutivo  |K'roration, 
which  I  could  not  induce  him  to  o^nit.  The  rcMt  of  \m  H|K>cch 
was  nioNt  a(hniral)le. 

Lord  Tentci-dcn  continuos  iih  ill  an  can  l)e,  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  he  will  live  three  wct^kn.  People  hail  me  aw  Mr. 
Solicitor,  but  I  have  not  the  .slij^htest  reason  to  exiMict  proiii(»tion. 
It  has  jurtt  Ijcen  stated  to  me  by  a  man  who  pretcndis  to  know, 
that  Wilde  has  no  chanc<>,  but  that  there  are  two  others  besides 
myself  under  consultation. 

I  am  only  anxious  abojit  Dudley.  The  Tories  arc  making 
tremendous  efforts,  and  although  niy  friends  are  very  honest,  I 
do  not  rely  much  upon  their  conduct. 

Birmingham,  Sunday,  November  4, 1832 

...  I  am  on  ray  way  to  Dudley  to  be  i)resent  to-morrow  at 
the  revision  of  the  list.  The  last  news  I  heard  before  I  left 
London  was  that  Lord  Tenterdcn  was  dead.  Everything  will 
l)e  settled  before  my  return.  I  nuist  a  little  regret  my  absence, 
though  I  could  do  nothing  were  I  on  the  spot  but  listen  to 
reports. 

Court  of  King'n  Bench,  Tuesday,  November  0,  1832. 

.  .  .  Deiunan  has  had  notice  that  he  will  be  recommended  to 
the  King  tus  Chief  .Justice.  Nothing  is  published  as  to  Solicitor- 
General,  but  1  hear  the  report  liiat  .lohn  Williams  is  to  be  the 
man;  I  hav»!  heard  nothing  more  from  any  other  (juarter. 

I  had  a  sncecssful  trip  to  Dudlev,  and  was  very  cordially 
rii'ceived.  I  haraiiguetl  them  assembled  in  the  market~])lace,  and 
tliey  insistcil  on  taking  my  horses  from  my  carriage  and  dragged 
nie  nearly  a  mile  out  of  to\vn,  where  we  parted,  agreeing  to 
meet  at  the  same  spot  when  Parliament  is  dissolved. 


*  Trial  at  bar  of  the  Mayor  of  Bristol  for  nogloct  of  duty  during  the  Reform 
liots,  when  a  great  part  of  the  city  was  burnt  down. — Ed. 
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or  i^mu  i'AMriiK.t.i,,  [lb.'J2. 

[itOHIT   AUD  CO«ril)RliTIAI..] 

Now  8tr««l,  ThuMdfty,  Novnmbiir  «,  [»'i2 
—  I  linvf  IiikI  nil  interview  wifli   llroti^lmm, 


I  niiiiiol,  vvrii  with  yon,  viitt-r  into  tIt'tailH, 
wliicli  it  was  Htatnl  to  lut-  at'i>  known  only  tt*  |{ron^llllnl  liiniMi-lt', 
(}n>y,  A Itliorp,  I lollatui  and  l>tiiii<ii\.  'I'liim  nnirli  I  nmnt  \w 
jnHtiHiil  in  sayiny:,  llnai^li  not  to  Ix'  inrntiont'ij  to  anyone,  that  1 
am  to  Ih'  S«tli<itnr-(  icncral.  Knowing;  tli<'  lively  intcn-Mt  vuu 
tJiku  ill  all  that  conctTiiM  nii>,  I  shoiiM  have  acini  wron^  it'  I  ha«l 
ko|)t  yoii  longer  in  hui^ikmih**.  'l\\'\s  wan  in«l«ftl  tli«>  criHiM  ol'  my 
iUtti. 

Kinn'n  Dum-h,  Mnniluy,  Novpiiitmr  l»,  1M2. 

Dkau  (Jr.oiioi,: — Xothinn  is  y«'(  llnaliy  lix»'»l,  hnt,  midcr 
injnnction  to  Ho<'n><>v,  I  may  mention  to  you  that  the  ohifct  of 
(fovcrnmcnt  wax  to  provitlc  for  Home,  to  maixc  nic  Attonicy- 
(lencral,  and  a  Chanrcry  man  Solicitor-Cicncril.  This  cannot 
Ik(  (lone  I'or  the  presi'nt.  A  tiresome  n«'j;f»tiation  has  been  paiii; 
on  tor  Hayley  to  n'sip;n.  After  a  j^reat  (leal  ot'  yacillation  he 
has  sent  me  his  delinitiy*'  answer  this  moniin;;,  that  he  will 
resign  in  February  and  not  sooner.  I  conceive  therefore  that 
Home  will  now  Im'  Attorney-fJcneral,  ami  I  presume  your  hiim- 
hle  s«'rvant  Silicitor-Ueneral.  I  hav<'  just  left  Ih'ou^ham,  who 
is  a  gotnl  deal  annoyed  about  it,  but  nothing  more  can  Ix!  done. 
I  hav(^  had  a  disagreeable  negotiation  and  I  am  glad  tu  wumIi 
my  hands  of  it,  whatever  may  Ik;  the  result. 

I  wish  this  lielgic  question  wer»'  well  settled.  I  know  not 
how  <uir  Government  could  have  acted  diU'erently;  but,  tus 
happens  to  governments  and  individuals  with  hardly  any  blame, 
they  are  in  a  bad  scrape.  The  Tories  do  not  disguise  their  \vish 
that  the  citadel  of  Antwerp  may  hold  out  till  the  three  al)s()lute 
powers  take  part  with  Holland,  that  the  French  fleet  may  bo 
burnt,  and  the  English  dispersed.  There  cannot  be  a  l)etter  test 
of  political  sentiment  at  present  than  the  (piestion  how  long  can 
the  citadel  of  Antwerp  hold  out. — A  Whig  says,  '  ten  days  at 
furthest;'  a  Conservative,  *  it  is  impregnable.* 
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King'*  Honih,  5ovi.m»>«r  23,  l«32. 

Pkau  GkoroK: — Hy  t\u<  tliim  thin  niulH-H  yoii  MiiiKiiri't  wilt 
Ikj  »if«t«'r-in-liiw  to  hw  Miij«'Kty'M  SilicihiMJfiMriil.  I  iiuvit  had 
an  iiitt'rvifw  with  Hroii^liaiu  t<Mlay  iiimI  t>viTythiii)j^  in  H4-ttl('«l. 
Ifoi'tiu  pro  tvmpori-  Attonicy-dciicnil,  with  an  iindri'HtaiKliii^ 
tliat  ht!  iH  to  iM't'oiuc  a  jixl;^)',  uiul  that  iti  the  incantiiiii;  I  am  to 
cuiuhict  all  Kovt'i-iiniciit  itniHrnitioiiri  in  the  Kiii){'M  lt«'n«-h,  antl 
to  Im>  (••MHiiltcd  ~o|iarat<'ly  '■  lit'n  nr«'('f*«n'y.  Thf  a|»|Mtin(nit'ntii 
an  ^(  IK-  down  <>  Hri^lilou  to-day,  anti  I  MnppoHu  I  shall  In) 
Hw<  til  In  on  Monday.  L  t'cfl  a  go<Hl  deal  uxcitud,  hut  I  Hhull 
bt'ur  my  (iH'iiltit'H  v'n^   nit't-kly. 

,  Yoiiiis  most  airtvtionatcly, 

J.  C. 

Brookn'*,  Sunilny,  November  2^,  1832. 

Dkau  (iKoiKiK  : — I  had  my  .iitervipw  y^Htrrday  iM'twH'ii  ono 
and  two  with  (Jalll'i'  Orcy.  Ffr  innd.'  only  out' ••(»iiditi<»n  with 
ine,  that  i  Mhoiild  not  hriii^  in  the  JiC^iHtci'  Hill  as  it  mi^ht 
maku  riovci'miHMit  nn|)o|iul:ii'.  I  told  iiiin  1  had  :ii'i'an){fd  that 
William  Brougham  ^IkuiM  \)v\\\\r  it  in  and  1  Hhould  Hupport  it. 
The  (lalU-r  was  even  idmid  that  one  ho  nearly  eonneeted  with 
Guvei'nnient  an  Williiini  hron^hani  Hhould  hi-in^  it  in,  deelarin^ 
d<'<'ll»rinfr  hiniHell'  [mtsou  illy  hcwtile  to  It.  I  noon  refuted  the 
the  argument  he  used,  Itiit  the  truth  Ih  he  known  nothing  ahoiit 
the  matter. 

I  ealled  to-day  v<tlnntiirily  on  Althorp,  who  saw  me  and  was 
exceedingly  cordial.  I  know  from  a  j^ood  Hource  that  he  Htuck 
out  for  me  very  strenoiiHly.  J  le  told  mo,  wlint  I  Ixilore  kuew, 
that  ho  is  to  comiuiinieate  ilirectly  ami  exclusively  with  me, 
without  rejrard  to  Mr.  Attorney. 

Nothing;  is  wantlnj;  now  but  that  the  Belgic  question  were 
settlal  and  the  elections  well  over.  Both  are  very  awkward 
subjects.  If  there  be  a  protriK'ted  siejije  of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp, 
there  will  he  a  great  outcry  aj^ainst  Government.  Then  I  ara 
desperately  afraid  there  will  be  a  number  of  official  men  thrown 
out.    The  Conservatives  very  confidently  assert  that  I  shall  bo 
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among  the  number.  But  I  know  they  have  told  several  speoifio 
lies  about  the  Dudley  election,  and  I  pay  the  less  attention  to 
their  boasting,  although  I  cannot  but  feel  a  good  deal  of  anxiety 
upon  the  subject. 

Parliament  is  to  be  dissolved  on  Monday  the  3d. 


King's  Bench,  Tuesday,  November  27, 1832. 

Dear  George  : — I  am  now  fully  installed  in  office.  I  was 
sworn  in  yesterday,  'and  took  my  place  accordingly.'  .  .  . 

The  King  does  not  come  to  town  till  Monday.  Loo  amuses 
herself  by  going  through  the  ceremony  of  knighthood.  She,  as 
Sovei'eign,  makes  Hally  get  down  on  one  knee,  she  then  touches 
his  shoulder  with  a  pen,  and  says,  '  Rise,  Sir  Hallyburton,'  on 
which  he  immediately  springs  up  and  makes  his  obeisance. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  politics.  That  ugly  General  Chasse 
still  haunts  us.  I  expect  to  hear  in  a  few  hours  that  Antwerp 
is  iu  ashes.  The  question,  it  is  said,  was  referred  to  our  Govern- 
ment whether  the  French  troops  should  enter  the  city  or  not, 
and  all  the  responsibility  will  be  cast  upon  us.  However  I  think 
it  was  wise  to  do  everything  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  speedy 
conclusion  coiUe  que  coMe. 

.  .  .  Assuming  only  common  prudence,  I  believe  Grey's 
Government  may  go  on.  Most  moderate  and  sensible  men  see 
that  this  affords  the  best  chance  of  preserving  the  monarchy. 
No  new-born  zeal  on  my  part,  for  I  have  often  said  that  I 
thought  it  exceedingly  desirable  for  the  public  tranquillity  that 
the  Whigs  should  remain  in  office  a  few  years  after  the  passing 
of  the  Reform  Bill. 

Dudley,  December  5, 1832. 

Dear  George  : — I  intended  tb  have  written  you  a  few  lines 
in  answer  to  your  exceedingly  kind  and  gratifying  letter  of 
November  30  before  I  left  town  on  Monday ;  but  I  was  detained 
at  St.  James's  till  post  six,  and  at  seven  I  was  in  my  post-chaise. 
Brougham  took  me  with  him  at  two,  in  the  expectation  of  having 
my  business  done  before  the  Council  j  but  this  could  not  be  con- 
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trived,  and  I  was  obliged  to  wait  till  it  broke  up,  after  consider- 
ing the  recorder's  report.  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
Ministers,  who  were  all  very  kind  and  cordial.  The  Qafil^jr  con- 
descended to  quiz  me  a  little  about  my  knighthood.  His  Majesty 
asked  me  divers  questions,  among  others,  whether  I  was  not 
married  to  a  daughter  of  Sir  James  Scarlett. 

I  made  my  entrance  here  yesterday  at  twelve  o'clock.  We  had 
a  very  grand  pi'ooession,  and  there  were,  besides  all  the  flags  in 
the  procession.  111  large  ones  hung  out  from  houses  in  the  streets. 
There  seems  a  good  spirit  among  my  friends,  but  still  there  will 
be  a  very  arduous  struggle,  and  I  cannot  regard  it  without  con- 
siderable anxiety.  There  are  670  votes  registered.  My  com- 
mittee say  tliere  are  340  on  whom  they  can  positively  depend, 
that  St.  Paul  has  not  more  than  from  170  to  200,  and  that  the 
rest  are  doubtful.  The  committee  are  very  sincere,  I  believe, 
but  they  may  be  deceived,  and  this  is  not  quite  a  satisfactory 
state  of  things.  According  to  the  usual  rule  of  electioneering, 
you  ought  (that  you  may  be  secure)  to  be  able  to  give  all  the 
doubtful  to  your  antagonist,  and  to  have  still  a  clear  majority. 
Luckily  we  have  no  bother  about  pledges,  and  no  division  of  the 
Liberal  interests. 

I  am  established  as  the  guest  of  a  great  grocer  in  the  town,  my 
principal  supporter.  I  shall  have  a  very  disagreeable  time  of  it 
till  the  election  is  over,  but  I  shall  soon  forget  all  this  if  I  am 
returned. 


Hastings,  Dudley,  December  11, 1832, 
Tuesday,  three  o'clock. 

Deab  Geobge: — ^This  is  the  first  moment  I  could  have 
written  you  anything  at  all  satisfactory  about  the  election.  I  can 
safely  say  we  have  won  I  There  is  a  majority  of  about  100  for 
Campbell,  and  there  are  not  so  many  votes  remaining  unpolled. 
So  St.  Paul's  success  is  not  upon  the  cards.  I  presume  he  will 
resign  this  evening.  At  all  events,  after  the  most  intense  anxiely, 
I  now  consider  myself  quite  safe.  The  Tories  continued  most 
confident  in  their  assertions  till  the  last,  and  spread  reports  in 
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Itfiulon  whic^h  very  tnuoh  iilurnuHi  my  iVioiKlH.  Every  proniiHO 
huH  bcvn  itvrforiuMl,  niiil  I  nitiHt  my  tlicra  \\w  Immui  u  gruat  iIIm- 
play  of  publiu  virtue. 

When  I  nni  Imck  in  New  HtitH't  I  hIiuII  enjoy  n>y  ^o<k1  liiek. 
I  Imve  luul  time  enough  t4)  wad  mow  than  once  your  very  kind 
Icttur.  which  I  ix>veivcd  on  the  huntingH  this  morning.  I  muMt 
coneUide.  Thine, 

J.  C. 

Court  of  Kin^'it  Ronch,  TliuiHiluy,  Docutiibur  13,  1H32. 

.  .  .  My  h'tter  from  the  hustings  on  Tues<hvy  wouUt  set  your 
mfnd  quite  at  rest.  S<K>n  aflier  I  had  despat«'he<l  it  8ir  Horaet? 
St.  Paul  gj»ve  up  the  amtest,  but  we  eouhl  not  get  through  the 
n«H»s8t»ry  forms  to  have  the  returns  prmilaimed  till  yesteiihiy  at 
twelve.  The  triumphal  prtH-ession  then  Ix^gan  and  was  not  over 
till  dark.  You  ejin  hanlly  imagine  toyoui-self  the  exultation  of 
the  whole  nuiKs  of  the  iidiahitants,  and  it  was  tridy  a  glorious 
victory. 

I  got  oft*  alniut  seven  in  the  evening,  and  rejU'he<l  New  (Street 
between  eleven  ami  twelve  this  morning.  Mary's  happin(>ss  waa 
perfect,  for  her  father  htis  very  imex|HH'tedly  suweciletl  at  Nor- 
wich.    This  ciivjimstance  gives  me  great  pleasure. 

The  elci'tions  have  gone  most  prosperously.  I  rejoice  exceed- 
ingly that  the  Reform  Bill  has  worked  so  well.  1  was  very  un- 
easy about  the  metn>politan  districts,  but  they  have  sent  excellent 
men,  and  fully  justifiwl  my  anticipations  when  this  part  of  the 
Act  was  under  discussion  in  Parliament. 

What  a  deliverance  from  Stafford!  There  has  been  more 
bribery  there  than  over,  and  the  new  part  of  the  ct)n8tituency  is 
worse  tlian  the  old. 

Temple,  Wednesday,  December  19, 1832. 

Dear  George  : — You  shall  have  my  first  fnuik  as  member 
for  Dudley.  This  is,  indeed,  a  very  prosperous  time  for  me. 
The  elections  have  taken  a  turn  which  renders  Ministers  quite 
secure.  When  I  was  sworn  in  Solicitor-General,  we  debated 
what  I  should  do  if  there  should  be  a  change  of  government 
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Inffort'  the  circuit.  Tiling  tlicii  lookc*!  very  gliKimy.  Tho 
RmlicalM  wore  getting  uluuid,  and  it  Nt'i'incd  very  (louhtfu)  whuther 
tho  I}ill  might  iiotoiid  in  tho  diH^ruri;  of  itHHtithiux.  Tho  r«!iiult, 
h()W(>vor,  hiiM  In'oii  iiioHt  glorioiiM.  Tho  nuiohiiiory  huH  worked 
lH>yond  our  most  siitij^iiino  hopos,  luid  alrnoHt  uiiivorHally  tho  vory 
moil  hiivo  Ihmmi  returned  that  would  have  Ihiou  winhed  Cor.  Not 
on(>onieial  man  has  Im'oii  ousted  in  Knglaiid  although  tho  TorioH 
aHMi;rt(!d  that  hardly  one  would  get  in.  My  poor  brother  Hr)li(;i- 
tor-(ionoral  in  Ireland  is  thrown  out  tor  tho  Univerftity  of 
Did)lin,  and  this  is  the  only  dis<'omfiture  of  (Jovernmont.  Tho 
TorioH  as  a  party  are  annihilated,  an<l  the  Radimis  roproHsecl. 
Against  such  a  ritaiHo  of  (^wnn'ouH  neither  King  nor  I*e<!rM  win 
resist  improvement,  or  try  to  restore  ancient  ahuse-'. 

My  friends  at  Dudley  lM'have<|  most  nohly.  I  never  was 
decoiv«Ml  in  any  ropresontntion  made  to  mo.  No  proinist'  was 
broken.  There  was  uo  drunkeinK>ss,  no  hrilxiry.  I  was  a  little 
afraid  of  what  might  be  attempted  in  this  way;  but  I  was  told, 
and  r  iK'lievo  told  truly,  that  St.  l*au'  could  not  buy  five  votos 
in  the  borough,  for  that  any  man  sus|)0(!twl  of  taking  money 
would  Im>  infamous. 

I  ought  to  mentioti  to  y(»u  that  there  wore  twenty-five  Scotch- 
men ton-pounders  who  voted  for  mo.  How  extraordinary! 
There  is  no  retuson  why  then;  shotdd  Ijo  Scots  at  Dudley  more 
than  any  other  town  in  England.  They  are  all  shop-keepers 
and  little  tradoi-s,  ex(!ccdiikgly  decent  and  respectable  men,  and 
my  warm  friends.  I  was  sup|)orted  by  every  countryman  in  the 
place.  Did  you  road  in  the  Tory  papers  an  a(!count  of  his 
Majesty's  Solicutor-Genoral  having  kisstid  the  caj)  of  Liberty, 
presented  to  him  on  the  end  of  a  pole  in  the  streets  of  Dudley? 
Hilyard,  a  Conservative  (counsel  sent  down  against  me,  said  if 
the  Government  had  any  firmness  they  would  dismiss  me  for  this 
outrage.  It  was  a  blue  cap,  much  more  like  an  imperial  (irown, 
a  gift  from  the  ladies  of  Dudley,  which  Hally  now  wears  on  his 
head  crying  out,  *  Campljell  forever !  No  Paul !  No  tripe ! ' 
This  last  cry  was  very  eifective  during  the  election,  and  arose 
from  an  attempt  of  the  Paulites  to  bribe  my  voters  by  tripe 
suppers. 
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Brooki'i,  OhriitmM  Dky,  1832. 

Dbab  Oeobge  : — We  are  in  great  spirits  here  upon  the  sur- 
render of  the  citadel  of  Antwerp.  The  news  was  first  brought 
us  by  Lord  John  Bussell,  who  had  just  read  the  Government 
despatches.  Lillo  and  Lief  kenshoek  I  presume  will  be  ceded 
immediately,  and  the  Belgio  question  finally  settled.  The  Con- 
servatives will  hang  themselves ;  for  this  was  their  last  hope. 

Thus  we  have  a  merry  Christmas,  and  I  hope  we  shall  have  a 
happy  New  Year — multoa  etfelioea. 


Brooki'a,  Saturday,  December  29, 1832. 

...  I  have  had  a  prosperous  trip  to  Dudley.  I  went  to  Bir- 
mingham by  the  mail  on  Wednesday  night,  went  over  to  Dudley 
after  breakfast  on  Thursday,  had  a  grand  dinner,  at  which,  con- 
sidering that  we  are  the  rabble,  we  made  a  tolerably  respectable 
figure.  Yesterday  morning  I  gave  audience  to  all  Dudley  peo- 
ple, electors  or  non-electors,  who  wished  to  consult  me — like  a 
Soman  patrician  among  his  clients.  You  would  have  been 
amused  to  see  how  I  was  required  to  get  people  large  estates  and 
great  sums  of  money — ^they  not  knowing  how  they  were  con- 
nected with  the  property,  and  only  having  heard  that  they  were 
entitled  to  it.  I  was  expected,  first,  to  tell  what  the  will  was, 
and  then  to  interpret  it.  I  made  my  escape  between  two  and 
three.  At  Birmingham  an  early  dinner  party  was  made  for  me 
to  meet  the  new  members,  Attwood  and  Scholefield.  I  have 
conversed  with  these  heroes  several  times  before  in  passing 
through  Birmingham.  They  are  both  mighty  good-natured, 
and  I  believe  very  well  meaning  men.  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
the  company  soon  after  seven.  T  came  up  by  a  night  coach  and 
breakfasted  in  New  Street.  The  children  are  greatly  delighted 
to  see  me,  and  a  beautiful  glass  cup  presented  to  me  by  a  patri- 
otic glass  manufacturer  at  Dudley. 

I  have  since  been  answering  government  cases,  and  now  I  am 
going  out  with  Mary  to  a  dinner  party.  I  cannot  complain  that 
at  present  life  stagnates. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Jaiuakt,  1833— Novimbir,  1834. 

The  Irish  Coercion  Bill — Lord  Stanley — Mannera  Sutton  Re-eleoted  Speaker 
— Mr.  Pease,  the  Quaker— Bills  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Law — Stafford 
Disfranchisement  Bill — Business  at  the  Bar — Dinner  at  Kensington  Pal- 
aoe— Stay  at  Walmer — Tour  in  Ireland — Marquess  Wellesley — Appointed 
Attorney-Oeneral — Defeated  at  Dudley — Out  of  Parliament  for  Three 
Months — Xlected  M.  P.  for  Edinburgh — Resignation  of  four  Members  of 
the  Cabinet — Lord  Melbourne  Succeeds  Lord  Qrey — Autumn  in  Scotland 
—The  Grey  Festival— Pepys  Succeeds  Leach  as  Master  of  the  Rolls — 
Rolfe  the  new  Solioitor-Qeneral — Burning  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

[From  the  time  of  my  father's  appointment  as  Solicitor-Gen- 
eral, he  had  little  leisure  to  devote  to  correspondence.  His  letters 
to  his  brother,  though  not  less  frequent,  are  more  hurried  and 
fragmentary.  To  passing  events  he  merely  alludes,  as  he  assumes 
his  correspondent  to  be  acquainted  with  them  from  reading  the 
daily  papers.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Memoir,  written  in  1842, 
has  now  reached  a  period  within  ten  years  of  the  time  of  writing, 
and  the  history  of  those  ten  years  was  accordingly  still  fresh  in 
his  memory.  I  have  therefore  availed  myself  chiefly  of  the  Auto- 
biography for  the  narrative  of  these  years,  introducing  letters 
occasionally  when  they  give  an  account  of  matters  which  he  does 
not  mention  in  the  Memoir. — Ed.] 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

My  foot  was  now  in  the  stirrup,  but  still  I  was  in  frequent 
apprehension  of  being  thrown  by  unlucky  chances  and  the  impru- 
dence of  others.  My  confidence  was  soon  shaken  in  the  wisdom 
and  discretion  of  my  new  masters,  and  I  doubted  the  stability  of 
their  power,  notwithstanding  the  immense  majority  of  Liberal 
members  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

My  first  confidential  communication  from  the  Government 
was  a  printed  copy  of  the  draft  of  the  Irish  Coercion  Bill.    I 
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luml  it  with  uinu/.i>iueiit  and  j^rii'f.  It  wiim  thcMi  Htill  more  arbi- 
trary than  whun  intruduoed  into  the  Iloum!  of  ComnioiiM,  Hovcral 
yev.y  ohnoxiouH  clauHeM  having  been  omitted,  or  (|nalifiu«l,  on  my 
e.irnt'rtt  runionHtrunuuH  to  Lord  (ircy.  Thu  Bill  no  doubt  was 
thv  nicaHiiru  of  Stanley,  the  IriHh  Si^cretary,  an<l  very  nuich  in 
aottmlunee  with  hiH  rashneHH,  wilfuIiicHH  and  determined  Hpirit; 
but  I  am  now  quite  at  a  Ioks  to  inidt  I'Htand  how  all  the  reHt  of 
the  Cabinet  were  indueed  to  eoneur  in  it.  They  had  not  the 
exjterienee  whi(^h  we  have  since  lia[>|>ily  obtained  of  the  go<Ml 
eil'cet  u|M)n  Ireland  of  a  kin<l,  lilieral  and  conHdiiig  (government; 
but  that  it  nhould  have  U'cn  dcft'odcd  by  th<»He  who  had  ho  often 
reprobateil  and  movetl  for  tin*  r«'|)eul  of  Lord  Castlerengh's  Six 
AcfM  only  hIiowh  how  differently  men  feel  on  the  name  Hubjectfl 
in  different  Hituatiims.  They  ou^^ht  to  have  Imh'U  alarmixl  likc- 
wise  by  the  apprehension  of  suddenly  turning  the  tide  of  (Kipu- 
lar  opinion  against  themselves,  although  now  they  were  proba- 
bly tranquilized  by  recolleeting  h<»w  essentially  Ireland  is  hated 
by  the  English  nation,  and  what  a  lenient  view  is  taken  here  of 
any  measure  whieh  tends  to  degrade  the  mass  of  the  Irish  popu- 
lation. For  my  own  part  I  eould  only  r«'monstrate  and  try  to 
mitigate.  The  Bill,  l)eing  an  isolated  measur(>,  was  no  sufTieient 
reason  for  my  leaving  a  Govenmient  whose  Tory  opponents  most 
zealously  supported  it,  a  Government  whose  general  policy  I 
admired,  a  Government  alx>ut  to  abolish  slavery,  alK)ut  to  open 
the  Indian  trade,  about  to  reform  nnuiicipal  eorporations  in  the 
three  portions  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I  can  safely  aver  that, 
both  before  this  famous  Coercion  Bill  wa«  introduewl  and  while 
it  was  passing  through  Parliament,  I  labored,  and  in  various 
instances  successfully,  to  mitigate  its  severity. 

I  was  now  acting  Attorney-General  for  Ireland.  Blackburne, 
■who  filled  the  office  of  Attorney-General,  would  never  consent 
to  leave  his  practice  in  the  Four  Courts  in  order  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  Crampton,  the  Solicitor,  had  been  rejected 
by  the  University  of  Dublin,  and  there  was  a  difficulty  in  find- 
ing another  seat  for  him.  No  confidence  was  reposed  in  Home, 
my  colleague.     He  was  never  consulted  on  any  measure  depend- 
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ing,  ho  was  not  invitocl  to  take  {Mtrt  in  any  dulmto,  und  lit>  wait 
Heldoni  in  the  Iloiim'  except  when  hin  attendance  was  rt<(|uirod 
by  the  Seerotiiry  of  the  Treiwury  u|>on  a  division. 

I  then  Huw  u  great  deal  of  Stanley,  the  Irish  Scerotary,  and  I 
ean  bear  my  teHtiniony  not  only  to  his  Iwing  quick  and  vigorous 
in  bu8in(>SN,  but  very  courte«iUH  and  agreeable.  If  he  said  sharp 
things,  he  was  willing  to  Im>  |>aid  back  on  a  footing  of  {)crfeot 
equality.  Although  afterwards  very  obnoxious  to  him  when  he 
hod  gone  into  op|N»Hition  and  the  Church  Rates  (piestion  came 
up,  during  thin  schhIoii  of  !*arliament  I  was  a  great  favorite  of 
his,  and,  when  there  was  a  vacancy  on  the  bench,  he  declared 
'they  might  make  judges  whom  they  pleased  so  that  they  left  him 
CamplK'll.'  I  was  rather  at  a  loss  to  a(!count  for  his  extreme 
un)H)pularity  in  Ireland,  till  I  saw  the  excessive  hnisquerie  of 
his  manner  with  Htrangcrs,  and  his  carelessness  about  the  opinion 
of  othei-s. 

The  session  f>f  18.33  l)egan  with  the  re-election  of  Manners 
Sutton  as  8|>eaker,  a  step  saitl  to  have  been  resorted  to  from  the 
difficulty  of  reconciling  the  c(mflicting  claims  of  two  members 
of  the  Reform  party  to  the  chair  (Littleton  and  Spring  Rice) ; 
but  it  was  a  most  inauspicious  start  for  the  Reformed  House  of 
Commons.  The  old  Speaker  had  not  only  been  the  nominee  of 
the  Tories,  but  was  known  to  all  who  had  narrowly  obscrv**- 
him  to  be,  in  the  (;hair,  an  unfair  enemy  of  the  Liberals,  callii.|^ 
upon  those  of  his  own  party  who,  he  thought,  would  serve  it, 
and  when  he  had  to  go  to  the  other  side,  liking  to  select  such 
men  as  Feargus  O'Connor,  who  he  knew  would  disgrace  it. 
Besides,  though  he  had  the  reputation  of  being  an  excellent 
Speaker,  as  every  Speaker  has  for  the  last  forty  years,*  he  had 
nothing  to  recommend  him  except  gootl  humor  and  gentleman- 
like manners,  for  he  Inul  no  acuteness  of  intellect,  and  he  was 
utterly  deficient  in  constitutional  law.     While  he  fillet!  the  chair 

*  I  have  heard  Lord  Holland  say :  '  It  must  require  very  little  talent  to 
make  a  good  Speaker,  for  every  Speaker  in  my  time  has  been  pronounced  a 
good  Speaker  ;  unleBs  one — and  he  was  the  only  man  of  talent  who  has  been 
Speaker  in  my  time — Lord  Qrenville.' 
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he  wan  talked  of  fur  Prime  Miniittor ;  but  m  wion  u  he  wu* 
^eoted  from  it  he  fell  into  |)erfeut  iiMignifloamic. 

My  flntt  diMpltty  m  Solicitor-Ooneral  was  on  the  qunition 
whether  Mr.  l\*am  the  Quaker  nuKht  Iw  |H>rmittc<l  to  sit  on 
luakin);;  an  aifinnution  at  the  table,  without  takiii|{  un  (Nilh.  I 
maintuinixl  that  U|M»n  the  juMt  eontttruction  of  the  Htatutm  he 
might,  anil  the  Ilouoe  followinl  my  udviiie,  for  which  I  wom  much 
applauded  in  the  newH|)u|)ert«.  But  my  |Hipulurity  wum  hoou 
dimmeil  by  the  arrival  of  the  IriHh  CcMnrion  Bill  from  the  Iiordi«, 
where  it  had  imwted  almost  ununimouttly.  I  thought  it  wtw  gone 
on  the  first  reading — it  wum  ho  very  incftitucntly  o|K>ned  by  Jjon! 
Althorp,  who  seemed  heartily  OHhnmeil  of  it ;  but  Stanley  came 
to  the  rcseue  and  showed  such  nerve,  hucIi  knowledge,  Hueh  toot, 
and  such  eloquence,  that  he  brought  round  the  House  to  the 
opinion  that  it  wom  necessary,  mild  and  humane.  I  avoided 
speaking  on  the  principle  of  the  Bill ;  but  when  it  came  into 
Committee  the  laboring  our  fell  u|M)n  me,  und  I  had  my  tussles 
with  O'Connell,  who  denounced  me  us  a  tool  of  the  '  Imse  and 
bloody  Whigs.' 

Early  this  session  I  rc-introduced  my  Bills  for  ulmlishing 
*  fines  and  recoveries,'  f<)r  allowing  brothera  and  sisterM  of  the 
half  blood  to  succeed  one  another,  for  regulating  the  law  of 
dower,  and  for  fixing  at  twenty  years  the  |>eriod  of  possession 
which  sholl  give  a  right  to  real  projKjrty.  They  quietly  ])a«sed 
through  both  Houses  of  Parliament  without  one  single  syllable 
being  altered  in  any  of  them.  This  is  the  only  wise  way  of 
legislating  on  such  a  subject.  They  have  been  drawn  by  the 
Real  Property  Commissioners,  printed  and  extensively  circulated, 
and  repeatedly  revised,  with  the  advantage  of  the  obscrvutions 
of  skillful  men  studying  them  in  their  closet.  A  mixed  and 
numerous  deliberative  assembly  is  wholly  unfit  for  such  work. 

Later  In  the  session  I  brought  in  a  Bill  for  enabling  creditors 
to  obtain  satisfaction  from  the  property  of  their  debtors,  and  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  except  in  cases  of  fraud.  Absurd 
as  it  may  seem,  by  the  then  existing  law,  neither  land,  nor  gold, 
nor  bank-notes  could  be  taken  in  execution  and  applied  to  satisfy 
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II  tloht  <>ittnbliiihv<l  by  tho  jiidgmvnt  of  a  court ;  while  without 
thf  jn<lgin(*nt  of  n  court  or  the  warrant  of  n  nia|;iHtnitc,  any  man 
iiii((ht  throw  any  other  man  into  primui  hy  merely  Hwtiiring  to  a 
«lcl>t  of  XIO.  The  Hiniple  Htatement  of  nucIi  abuMw  lN>N|N>kt>  favor 
with  tho  judiciouH  fitr  a  meoNure  to  cori*c<<t  them  ;  hut  u  tremen- 
dous clamor  wom  ruiMHl  a^ainnt  the  IV\\\  hy  tradi>Mmcn  lUfUHtomcd 
to  dcfrauti  young  hoirh,  and  hy  unprincipled  moiN>y-lenderH, 
(>oiintenanced  by  itomv  well-niciutin^  |H'ople  who  think  that 
nothing,  however  opprcfwive  or  atH«urd,  can  Im*  Imd  if  it  \\w  cxinted 
while  the  nation  hiw  lN>vn  thriving ;  and  the  Bill  met  with  flo 
much  op|MMition  that  I  wax  obligcil  to  let  it  drop. 

The  only  Htipulation  made  with  me  by  I^ord  (jirey  when  I  was 
a|>|H)inted  Solicitor-Cfcncral,  watt  that  I  xhould  not,  while  u  law 
t)ffiwr  of  the  Crown,  again  bring  forwanl  the  General  licgintni- 
tion  Hill,  leot  it  might  l)c  MuppoHcil  that  the  Uovernment  Hup- 
|M)rti!il  a  measure  which  he  and  \\'m  Holicitor  diHlikeil,  and  which 
was  HO  (mUoum  to  a  large  and  |M>werful  claxH  in  the  community.  I 
ac«(uicHcwl  the  more  readily  m  the  ineaHure  never  cjui  Ih)  carrieil 
without  thcHtrcnuouHt)up[H)rt  of  a  HtrongadminiMtration.  William 
Brougham  with  my  concurrence  movitl  for  leave  to  re-introduco 
the  Bill.  I  tKX]ondc<l  his  motion,  but  after  it  had  lH>en  once  read 
he  abandoned  it  in  despair,  and  it  8tlll  waits  a  more  auspicious 
time.* 

Much  discission  took  place  <luring  the  session  on  a  subject 
from  which  I  stu  liniisly  kept  al(M>f — tin;  StatfoiHl  Disfnuichisc- 
ment  Bill.  It  was  charged  that  at  the  first  election  under  the 
Reform  Act  there  had  been  grosser  corruption  than  was  ever 
known  in  the  borough  before,  the  ten-|x>und  householders  as  well 
as  the  old  freemen,  instead  of  decently  Avaiting  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  voting  money,  openly  putting  up  their  votes  for  sale  to 

*  Sfptember  S7, 1857. — I  thought  that  auspicious  time  had  arrived  in  tho 
session  of  1851,  when,  the  measure  being  recommended  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 
I  brought  it  in  as  the  organ  of  the  Government,  and  carried  it  triumphantly 
through  the  House  of  Lords ;  but  although  Lord  J.  RuAsell  professed  and  felt 
a  great  desire  that  it  should  pass,  it  was  dropped  from  the  paralysis  which 
then  seized  him  and  his  colleagues.  Since  then  there  has  been  no  Qovern* 
ment  strong  enough  to  deal  with  the  measure. 
VOL  II.  4* 
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tht*  hiKlicMt  l»iil«l<*r,  iiiiil  the  iiiutti>r  wun  iitVintl  to  ii  Sclnt 
Cnmmittn'.  Tlif  ol>)i>«*t  of  it  |>n>liriiiiinry  Hill  wnn  to  iiulcniiiUy 
thfl  witiH-MMtt  who  h|iouI(I  )(ivu  <>vi(li*iuv  iii'cuNinK  tlioniM^lvcM,  A 
frightful  niM*  wum  niiuh!  out,  and  in  M>vfnil  Miuii<MMivo  MftNioiM 
BilU  w(>n>  hroiiKht  in,  nml  |nu*m>«I  thi*  Coninionit,  f>ntir«>ly  to 
<liMfran('hiH<>  th<>  iNinHi^h.  Hut  th<*  nmiHur«>  mi>t  with  no  fuvor 
fnmi  lionl  Hroii^hani  iin<l  the  IjohIm,  nnd  tho  Itonaigh  ('ontinu<*N 
In  |MiMM>MMion  of  itH  fmnchiM',  ihi>  i>l«H>toni  (lontithwt  inHiHting 
more  Hlri>nuouHly  than  (>v«>r  that  their  'n)itN'  Nhall  In>  ri*H|>o<'ti>(|. 
Unilur  one  of  thu  ancillary  Iniloninity  Actit,  (iiHlN>rn<>,  my  old 
€ollt>a((n(<,  was  vxaniinitl  an  a  witnt'Mt,  and  '  made  a  rliiin  Imiuit.' 
I  wnM  Htron{;ly  advi>H>d  to  follow  liin  <>xani|)U>,  IcHt  .Honw'  malicious 
]K>rN4»;  Hhould  inHtituto  an  action  or  indictment  a^^iinnt  me  for 
hriJH'ry ;  hut  I  prefcrriNl  running;  the  rink,  um  it  wiim  not  very 
McriouH,  and,  although  it  waM  well  underMtiNKl  that  no  one  for  a 
hundred  yearH  had  represented  Statlord  on  principlcH  of  iH>rfe<'t 
purity,  ci'rtain  miM<'hief  would  have  ariMcn.from  a  law  oHiccr  of 
the  Crown  hiuMcIf  o|H>nly  a<lmittin^  an  infmction  of  the  law. 

My  buHineriH  at  the  iNir  was  now  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
8oitrlett,  and  much  greater  than  that  of  any  other  man  in  court. 
I  wan  gcncndly  o)iiM>Hed  to  him,  and,  couHiderin};  the  relation  in 
which  we  Ht<HHl  to  each  other,  there  were  HometimcM  rather 
unpleasant  collimionH  lM>tweeii  uh.  I  of  courw  thou^^ht  that  I 
behaved  with  great  nioileration  and  forlM>aran(>e,  and  that  th« 
fault  wafl  ]m  in  exjiocting  that  at  the  ex|M>nHe  of  my  client  I  ' 
should  defer  to  him  m  in  private  life.  Unfortunately  he  hud  now 
gone  over  most  zealously  and  bitterly  to  the  Tories.  This  uroHe 
partly  from  ba<l  luck,  by  whi<'h  he  gradually  and  imjierecptibly 
drifted  into  a  false;  |x>Hition,  and  partly  from  the  treachery  of 
Brougham,  who  when  the  Whigs  t<M>k  office  in  1 8.*i()  was  com- 
missioned by  Lord  Grey  to  conciliate  S<'arlett,  and  hold  out  to 
him  the  prospect  of  In'ing  made  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  but  who  withheld  the  communication  and  forced  him 
from  the  Liberal  side,  with  the  feeling  rankling  in  his  breast  of 
having  I  ecu  iK'traycnl  and  cast  off'  by  the  party  he  had  long 
zealously  supported. 
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I  hwl  iilmut  thin  tini<>  tin*  (limi^rttniltli*  tuMk  of  (iMidut^iiig  tb« 
trial  of  A  criiiiiiial  iiiiorniatitiii  fllinl  in  th«  tmiiie  of  lloriut,  thu 
Att4>riii>y-(}<>ii<>nil,  iiguiiMt  n  iM>WH|Ni|M>r  for  <iilliti|{  mi  tho  |n«o|iIw 
ton'fiiw*  tilt)  |Niyiiii*iit  of  tnxiw,  iiikI  to  riM>  in  inHiirn>t>tioii  nKtiliiitt 
the  ){ovi'riinit<iit  Inhilim*  th«^  Koforiii  Hill  wiik  mi  iiii|N>|-firt,  iumI 
iiiiivcrMnI  M(iirm)(«>,  miiiiml  |Mirliuinciitit  and  tlic  ImiIIoi  wt>r«^  witli- 
h<*l<l  from  tli«  |M>o|)lc.  I  wiM  rt>niiii«l(>«l  l»y  the  ctiuiiM*!  for  tliu 
<l«f(>n(liint  of  11  M>ntini<>nt  iittcn'd  liy  I^ord  MiUoii  during  thu 
fervor  of  the  Kcforin  Hill,  thut  S^lu'U  tiio  wImIii'm  of  tUv  |M!0|du 
wvn)  diitn*|{Mnl<>d  Ity  u  wlcknl  i^ovcrniucnt,  rutiHtuncit  wiut  no 
rcU'llion/  und  of  ti  H|M><>fli  miid  to  liuvo  lMt>n  iiiiulo  by  William 
Hroiigham,  tho  CliHiici'llor'H  liMtlicr,  during;  tliu  rriMiit  in  Muy, 
1H.')2,  to  u  tux-^utlioivr  who  adied  with  'u  littlu  hill'  for 
iiHM>HM(>d  tuxctt:  '  Walk  uwuy,  Sir,  till  our  lUtle  JiiU  m  iNiwutl; 
und  whuii  our  lillle  Hill  in  |NUtM>d,  I  will  |)uy  yoiint.'  Why  won; 
not  thi>M<  ctuvH  proMHnittHl  ?  I  wum  ohli^tl  to  rvly  on  tho  diflur- 
t'licv  iHitwiHui  intcm|H>rutv  oxprutwioiiH  H|N)kL>n  without  |>n<niudita- 
tion  and  immtHliutuly  n>pt>iiti>d  of,  and  a  HyHtomatic  {>ur|>oH(>  to 
excitti  iiiHurriH!tion  und  bring  uIkmU  a  ohungu  in  thv  govornniL'nt 
by  phyriiuul  forc>o.  After  Homo  hunl  blowH  on  iiiyHvlf  and  my 
employcra  I  obtnintxl  a  (!onviction,  and  the  defendant  wum 
Hentenccd  to  impriHonment,  which  he  richly  dt^Merved,  whutuvtT 
fate  ought  to  have  bcfullen  the  over-violent  frieudH  of  the  Itcform 
Bill. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR    OEOROE  CAMPRKLL   IN  THE  YEAR   1833. 

Court  of  King'H  Bench,  February  2, 1833, 

...  I  give  a  grand  dinner  to-day  to  the  Oxforcl  circuit,  who 
rejoice  most  sincerely  in  my  promotion,  hut  not  more  so  than 
they  did  in  the  rc|M)rt  that  I  hail  l)ccn  killed  by  a  fall  from  my 
horse  at  Gloucester.  I  have  got  a  Court  suit  for  my  dinner  at 
Lord  Althorp's  on  Monday. 

February  6, 1833 

.  .  .  Althorp's  dinner  went  off  very  pleasantly.  The  speech, 
which  I  entirely  approve  of,  was  read  before  dinner.    I  wish 
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luhere  had  been  something  in  it  about  taking  ofT  taxes.  I  intro- 
duced myself  to  Lord  Ormelie.*  He  talked  very  touehingly  of 
his  father's  regard  for  ours.  I  fear  the  Marquess  Avill  never 
take  his  seat  on  the  Marquesses'  bench.  It  seems  he  has  been 
extremely  infirm  for  the  last  two  years. 


New  Street,  Sunday  night,  February  10, 1833. 

...  I  have  worked  to-day  above  thirteen  hours,  but  the 
quiet  of  my  library  has  rather  restored  me  after  the  bustling 
fatigues  of  the  week.  To  struggle  against  Sir  James  Scarlett 
all  the  morning  and  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  all  night,  i» 
not  an  easy  life. 

March  1, 1833. 

...  I  look  forward  to  the  termination  of  the  sittings  as  the 
commencement  of  great  enjoyment,  but  I  am  in  sad  trouble. 
This  Irish  Coercion  Bill  places  me  in  a  most  die  <'  Jng  situa- 
tion. My  constituents  are  all  in  a  flame,  and  I  have  petitions 
to  present  against  it  signed  by  thousands.  I  shall  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  it  prove  the  ruin  of  the  whole  party.  Loss  of 
office  I  should  care  little  about  if  we  fell  with  dignity,  but  it  is 
rather  disgraceful  to  be  turned  out  for  grasping  at  arbitrary 
power. 

I  have  been  leading  a  horrid  life  for  the  last  ten  days.  I 
have  not  sat  down  to  dinner  more  than  twice,  and  this  morning 
at  two  I  went  to  bed  having  tasted  nothing  since  breakfast  but 
a  few  gingerbread  nuts. 

March  23, 1833. 

.  .  .  Thank  God  we  have  at  last  got  the  Irish  Bill  through 
the  Committee.  I  shall  have  a  little  trouble  upon  the  Beport, 
and  then  my  cares  will  be  over.  The  only  benefit  it  has  done 
me  is  to  accustom  me  a  little  to  beat  the  red  box  on  the  table 
opposite  the  Treasury  Bench.     When  I  first  spoke  as  a  man  in 


*  Son  of  John,  fourth  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  who  was  raised  to  the  Marqais* 
ate  of  Breadalbane  and  Earldom  of  Ormelie  in  1831,  and  died  in  1834. — £ih 
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office  I  was  embarrassed  by  my  novel  situation  in  the  House, 
and,  as  in  former  times,  my  mouth  suddenly  became  jmrched ; 
but  in  my  late  contests  with  O'Connell  I  was  as  much  at  home 
as  wrangling  in  the  King's  Bench.  He  and  I  are  great  friends 
now.  Last  night  he  acted  the  bon  enfant  and  tried  to  be  amiable 
both  publicly  and  privately.  He  is  a  very  extraordinary  fellow 
and  certainly  has  vast  jwwcrs  and  resources.  I  told  him  some 
time  ago  by  way  of  a  reduotio  ad  abaurdum,  that  he  could  not 
have  his  Parliament  in  College  Green  unless  he  were  to  agree 
that  it  should  be  subordinate  to  our  Parliament  at  St.  Stephen's, 
like  the  House  of  Assembly  at  Jamaica.  He  now  says  he  hag 
1)een  working  upon  that  idea,  and  ho  thinks  they  may  agree  not 
to  change  the  succession  to  the  Crown,  or  meddle  with  questions 
of  peace  or  war,  <fec.  But  this  will  not  take  us  in,  for  no  sooner 
would  he  have  his  domestic  legislation  than  he  would  declare  it 
independent  and  supreme. 

What  I  have  seen  of  Stanley  in  these  matters  has  raised  him 
in  my  opinion.  He  is  most  exceedingly  acute  and  of  vigorous 
understanding  and  flowing  eloquence,  and,  notwithstanding  an 
abrupt,  careless  manner,  I  think  he  is  unaffected  and  good- 
natured. 


March  29. 1833. 

.  .  .  I  aiu  amused  by  what  you  say  of  dialect.  If  England 
and  Scotland  go  on  together  under  the  same  government  for  a 
thousand  years,  there  will  be  a  marked  difference  between  the 
dialects  of  the  two  countries— even  among  well  educated  men ; 
but  unless  in  peculiar  situations  the  Doric  is  hardly  any  disad- 
vantage. We  have  a  very  barbarous  pronunciation  from  most 
of  the  representatives  of  the  new  boroughs,  who  talk  of  the 
hustings'  and  the  *ouse,'  &c.  This  is  vulgar,  and  denotes  want 
of  education,  and  bad  company.  Not  so  the  national  brogue, 
Irish  or  Scotch. 

The  King  said  to  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester  the  day  after  the 
last  Drawing-room,  'What  a  pretty  women  Lady  Campbell  is!* 
I  am  quite  jealous ! 
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May  27. 1833. 

...  I  have  got  my  own  five  Bills  through  the  House.  I 
was  obliged  to  watch  for  opportunities  to  forward  them  between 
twelve  at  night  and  three  in  the  morning. 

The  Stafford  business  has  annoyed  me  a  little.  Till  settled,  I 
am  prevented  from  taking  any  pai't  in  the  Bribery  debates. 

We  have  filed  an  ex  officio  against  the  'True  Sun'  (O'Connell 
and  Cobbett's  paper)  for  exhorting  the  people  not  to  pay  taxes 
and  preaching  up  passive  resistance.  I  am  i-esponsible  for  this 
prosecution,  and  I  never  shall  regret  it  whatever  may  be  the  event. 

Amidst  these  pains  my  public  pleasures  are  going  to  Lady 
Lansdowne's  and  Lady  Qrey's  parties,  and  dining  with  the 
Duchess  of  Kent. 

June  4, 1833. 

.  .  .  The  dinner  at  Kensington  went  off  veiy  well.  The 
Duchess  was  very  civil  to  me  and  reminded  me  of  our  s^jour  at 
Broadstairs  when  we  were  neighbors.  I  merely  made  my  bow 
to  little  Princess  Victoria.  She  is  short  for  her  age,  but  seems 
in  good  health  and  looks  lively  and  gootl  humored.  She  is  very 
graceful  in  her  manners.  She  appeared  in  the  drawing-room 
before  dinner,  and  we  found  her  there  when  we  returned.  She 
soon  afterwards  took  leave  of  the  company  very  graciously  and 
retired.  There  were  thirty-four  at  table,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
I  was  lowest  in  rank  and  sat  next  Sir  John  Conroy.  He  says  the 
Duchess  is  decidedly  Liberal,  although  she  does  not  mix  in  party 
politics.  The  little  girl  by  accident  about  two  years  ago  became 
acquainted  with  her  destinies.  Those  about  her  are  loud  in  her 
praise.  Her  life  is  very  valuable,  for  if  the  Duke  of  Cumber- 
land were  next  heir  a  revolution  would  be  inevitable. 


June  5, 1833. 

.  .  I  suppose  you  have  often  seen  Lady  Ormelie.*     I  met  her 
for  the  first  time  at  the  Duchess  of  Kent's  and  struck  up  a  great 

*  Eliza,  daughter  of  Qeorge  Baillie,  Esq.,  of  Jerviswood ;  married  A.  u.  1821, 
died  A.  D.  1861,— Ed. 
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friendship  with  her.  Were  not  my  heart  fortified  against  any 
such  impressions,  I  should  have  fallen  in  love  with  her.  She  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  graceful  creatures  I  ever  beheld^ 
and  a  great  credit  to  our  country. 

As  I  have  heard  you  say  you  like  to  see  a  trait  of  vanity  in 
me,  I  must  inform  you  that  the  Attorney-General  is  not  invited 
to  Kensington,  and  that  my  introduction  to  the  Princess  was 

personal  and  not  official. 

June  8, 1833. 

.  .  .  We  hod  a  splendid  dinner  \  esterday  at  Lansdowne  House 
— the  Premier,  several  Cabinet  Ministers  and  a  blaze  of  fashion- 
able beauty,  to  meet  his  Royal  Highness  (the  Duke  of  Sussex). 
I  said  to  him,  'Sir,  we  heard  your  Royal  Highness  bestow  a 
hearty  imprecation  on  the  bishops  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Mon- 
day, to  which  we  said  Amen.'  *  Ay,'  said  he ;  *  flesh  and  blood 
could  not  stand  it.'  * 

June  14, 1833. 

.  .  .  The  divine  creature  I  saw  at  Lansdowne  House,  and  who 
completely  effiiced  Lady  Ormelie,  was  Lady  Stafford,  lately  Lady 
Gower,  a  most  exquisite  production  of  naturcf 


New  Street,  August  11, 1833. 

.  .  .  You  may  be  surprised  that  I  am  now  here.  I  had  pre- 
pared everything  to  start  for  Walmer  yesterday  at  seven.  But 
the  preceding  night  between  one  and  two  Lord  Althorp  said  he 
should  bring  on  the  Bank  Charter  at  twelve.  I  told  him  how  I 
was  circumstanced,  and  that  I  could  not  attend.  He  said  he  could 
not  go  on  without  me,  and  proposed  to  the  House  to  put  oflf  the 
Bill  till  Monday.  This  they  would  not  agree  to,  as  many  mem- 
bers were  remaining  in  town  on  purpose.    Althorp  offered  to 


* '  On  the  question  (Irish  Church  Reform  Bill)  being  put,  all  the  bishops 
except  one  marched  below  the  bar.  Somebody  observed  to  the  Duke  of  Sus- 
sex, "  Look  at  tliu  bishops,"  when  he  exclaimed  in  a  voice  to  be  heard  by  fift^ 
persons,  "  G —  eternally  d —  them."  ' — Extract  from  a  previous  letter. 

f  Harriet,  daughter  of  sixth  Earl  of  Carlisle;  married  second  Duke  of 
Sutherland:  died  A. s.  1868. 
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send  down  a  King's  messenger  to  explain  my  detention  to  Lady 
Campl)ell.  I  wrote  my  letter  and  he  desiNitched  it.  We  got 
through  the  Bill  and  I  dined  with  him. 

...  On  Friday  night  I  caused  a  prodigious  laugh  at  Hume's 
expense.  He  put  a  question  to  me  as  Solicitor-General  that  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  in  hand.  I  remained  silent,  he 
reiterated  the  question  very  peremptorily.  I  rose  and  said,  *  If 
the  hon.  member  for  Middlesex  would  call  at  my  chambers 
to-morrow  and  fix  a  consultation  with  proper  imtructiona,  I  would 
look  into  my  books  and  answer  the  question  to  the  best  of  my 
ability.'  This  was  well  understood  as  an  insinuation  that  Joseph 
wished  economically  to  filch  an  opinion  out  of  me  without  a  fee, 
and  from  the  unexpectedness  of  the  turn  it  told  amazingly. 
'John  Bull'  to-day  perverts  the  story  and  converts  it  Into  a 
proof  of  my  being  surly  and  sordid. 


Brooks's,  Saturday,  August  24, 1833, 

.  .  .  I  am  on  the  wing  for  Walmer.  The  House  has  adjourned 
till  Tuesday,  and  the  session  may  be  considered  at  an  end.  On 
Wednesday  I  rode  with  Fred*  from  Hampstead  to  Hendon.  He 
repeated  to  me  beautifully  the  first  fifty  lines  of  Ovid's  Meta- 
morphoses, *Ante  mare  et  tetras/  etc.  It  was  a  sort  of  epoch  in 
my  existence  to  hear  my  son  declaim  Latin  poetry,  understand- 
ing and  relishing  it. 

Walmer,  September  1, 1833. 

...  I  got  back  on  Friday  evening.  We  are  all  well,  affec- 
tionate and  contented.  It  blows  a  terrible  storm,  and  a  ship  was 
wrecked  yesterday  evening  on  the  Goodwin  sands.  I  said,  *Polly,t 
suppose  you  and  I  had  been  on  board,  what  should  we  have 
done  ?  Polly  (embracing  me). — 'We  should  have  put  our  arms 
round  each  other  and  sunk  together.'  ILdfi/. — *  If  I  were  a  big 
man  I  would  put  you  on  my  back,  dear  Papa,  aixl  swim  ashore 
with  you.' 


*  His  eldest  boy,  aged  nine,  who  was  at  school  at  Hampstead.' 
f  His  second  daughter,  aged  six. — Ed. 


-Ed. 
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Walmer,  S«ptember  6, 1833. 

.  .  .  My  days  pass  very  indolently  and  agreeably.  We  are 
upon  the  margin  of  the  sea,  on  the  very  spot  where  Julius  Ccesar 
landed.  This  really  is  so,  as  you  will  see  if  you  will  look  at  the 
map  and  his  accouut  of  his  first  expedition  into  Britain.  The 
cliffs  end  about  half  a  mile  to  the  south,  and  here  is  an  open 
beach  for  the  disembarkation  of  an  army,  which  Henry  VIII. 
thought  it  necessary  to  fortify  by  Walmer,  Deal  and  Sandown 
castles.  We  have  had  terrible  storms,  but  it  was  curious  to 
observe  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  about  a  hundred  ships,  that  by 
good  luck  had  got  into  the  Downs,  lying  at  anchor  in  smooth 
water  as  comfortably  as  if  they  had  been  in  a  wet  dock.  The 
crew  of  a  wrecked  vessel  we  saw  landed  on  the  beach  before 
our  door. 

Brooks's,  September  21, 1833. 

...  I  am  going  by  the  Holyhead  mail  to  Birmingham  to- 
morrow night.  After  the  King  had  delivered  his  speech 
proroguing  Parliament  about  three  weeks  ago,  he  withdrew 
to  uncrown,  and  while  this  ceremony  was  going  on  he  said 
to  the  Chancellor,  *  I  did  not  spare  my  voice,  my  Lord ;  sailors 
and  lawyers  do  not  spare  their  voices.  Are  you  going  out  of 
town  immediately  ?  '  Chancellor. — *  Yes,  Sir,  this  very  night.' 
King. — 'What,  by  the  mail?'  I  was  told  this  within  half  an 
hour  of  the  colloquy  by  two  persons  at  different  times  who  were 
present.  Brougham  not  being  one  of  them.  Therefore  do  not 
consider  it  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  Solicitor-General  to 
travel  by  the  mail,  when  his  Majesty  was  not  aware  that  there 
would  have  been  any  impropriety  in  his  Chancellor  travelling 
by  this  conveyance. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


After  the  close  of  the  session  I  paid  a  visit  to  my  constituents 
at  Dudley  to  give  an  account  of  my  stewardship.  The  Irish 
Coercion  Act  was  difficult  to  deal  with,  but  I  had  a  glorious 
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theme  in  the  Abolition  of  Slavery  all  over  the  British  Empire ; 
my  own  law  reforms  were  trumiHitetl  with  off'ccv ;  and  a  delusive 
vote  was  carried  with  hardly  a  dissentient  voice,  that '  Sir  John 
Campbell  denorved  the  unabated  confidence  of  the  electors  of 
Dudley.' 

I  procccdotl  on  a  tour  to  Ireland.  My  headquiU'ters  wei"e  with 
Littleton,  the  Chief  Secretary  (now  Lord  Ilatherton).  He  intro- 
duced me  to  his  father-in-law,  Marquess  Wellesley,  the  Lord- 
Lieutenant.  His  Excellency  received  me  with  distinction,  and 
in  several  interviews  tidkal  to  ine  of  his  own  history  with 
singular  fninknc*».  The  ex-Governor-(iencral  was  at  no  pains 
to  disgnisc  his  own  opinion  that  he  is  the  first  statesman  of  the 
age,  and  that  he  had  done  more  for  our  Indian  Empire  than  * 
Clive  or  Hastings.  He  spoke  most  contemptuously  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  as  a  politician,  although  he  allowed  him  talents 
as  a  military  commander.  *  But,'  said  iic,  *  the  public  owe  Arthur 
to  me.  I  first  discovered  his  genius  for  war,  and  I  employal 
him  on  my  responsibility  M'hcn  he  was  unknown,  and  would  have 
remained  unknown.  Arthur  owes  everything  to  me.*  He  still 
denied  him  all  'civil  wis<loin,'  insisted  that  he  was  incapable  of 
discerning  public  opinion,  cr  cither  following  or  guiding  it,  and 
that  he  was  quite  unfit  for  the  post  of  Prime  Minister.  The 
noble  Marquess,  notwithstanding  his  disappointment  at  not  being 
sent  back  to  Ireland  in  April,  1835,  nor  employed  in  the  Gov- 
ernment then  formed,  aj)pears  to  have  continued  of  the  same 
mind  till  towards  the  end  of  the  Whig  rule,  when  lie  transferred 
his  proxy  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  stune  'Arthur,'  being 
actuated  by  Lord  Mcllwurne's  peremjjtory  refusal  to  make  him 
a  duke — an  honor  which  he  most  greetlily  coveted,  thinking  he 
better  deserved  it  than  'Arthur.' 

I  dined  with  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Dublin  to  meet  his  Excel- 
lency, who  delivered  a  most  atlmirable  speech.  I  was  made 
acquainted  with  Blackburne,  the  Attorney-General,  and  several 
distinguished  lawyers  on  the  bench  and  at  the  bar,  and  I  was 
very  much  pleased  with  their  manners  and  their  conversation. 
In  point  of  literature  an^^  general  information  I  think  they  are 
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iiiferiur  to  Scotch  udvocutcd,  but  they  ore  Hupcrior  to  them  in  elo- 
quence, every  IrLshnmn  having  tl^e  ffift  of  tlic  gab, 

I  putiiial  Huiuu  (luyH  with  Lord  Duncuunou  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  and  1  went  by  Lisinoix'  und  Cork  to  the  Lakeof  KiU> 
arney,  e(|uul  in  |>i('turort((U(!  hcuuty,  I  think,  to  any  lake  to  be  seen 
in  England,  Seotlund,  Swiisttiilund  or  Italy.  I  waH  now  near 
Derrynanc  Ablny,  and  I  Imd  moujc  thoughts  of  paying  my 
respects  to  Daniel  O'Counell,  Init  I  was  atVuid  of  bringing  g-jan- 
dal  on  lioi-d  Grey's  Government,  then  at  dire  enmity  with  the 
*  Liberator.*  When  he  heanl  I  wuh  coming  to  Ireland  he  asked 
me  to  visit  him.  I  said  that  if  I  accepted  his  invitation  it  must 
be  without  prejudice  to  my  pronecuting  him  for  high  treason. 

Having  gone  by  Holyhead,  I  returned  by  Liverpool,  and  for 
the  first  time  in  my  life  travelled  by  a  railroad,  then  considered 
something  marvellous,  but  hardly  more  marvellous  than  was  the 
rapid  mail-coach  by  which  I  originally  travelled  in  two  days 
and  three  nights  from  Edinburgh  to  liondon.  I  hastened  l)ack 
to  my  family  at  Wulmer.  This  is  the  only  tour  I  have  ever 
taken,  since  my  marriage,  without  my  dear  wife,  and  she  would 
now  have  ui^ompanied  me  had  she  not  l)een  disabled  from  trav- 
elling by  the  approaching  arrival  in  this  world  of  my  third  son. 
He  made  his  appearance  in  due  time,  und  I  called  him  Dudley 
in  compliment  to  my  faithless  constituents.* 

In  the  end  of  1833  it  was  thought  an  opportunity  had  arisen 
to  provide  for  Home.  Judge  Bayley,  for  many  years  a  justice 
of  the  King's  Bench  and  now  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  had 
become  very  infirm  and  wished  to  retire.  The  plan  was  that 
Home  should  succeed  him.  A  most  violent  controversy  arose 
upon  this  subject  between  Hornc  and  Lord  Brougham,  the  Chan- 
cellor. Home  asserted  that  Brougham  induced  him  to  agree  to 
become  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  on  a  solemn  promise  that  he 
was  never  to  go  circuits  or  sit  as  a  criminal  judge,  and  that  a  new 
Equity  judgeship  was  to  be  cut  out  for  him  in  the  Exchequer. 
Brougham  insisted  that  Home  had  unconditionally  accepted  the 


*My  youngest  daughter  was  named  Edina,  in  compliment  to  constituent! 
who  ever  remained  true  to  me. 
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appointment  of  a  puisne  Boron.  Baylcy  rtwigncd.  Home  pos- 
itively refused  to  be  his  Huocemor.*  On  the  22d  of  February, 
1834,  a  patent  passed  the  Oreat  Seal  appointing  Sir  John  Camp- 
bell Attorney-(3eneral.  Ourncy  was  made  the  new  Baron. 
This  was  very  annoying  to  me.  I  had  a  Hinccro  regard  for 
Home,  who  had  many  vahiubic  qualities,  and  I  grieved  on  every 
account  to  see  him  thus  MUTJHccd,  even  if  it  were  by  his  own 
caprice.  He  imputed  no  bhiiue  to  me,  and  our  fricndflhip  has 
remained  uninterrupted.  Wu  meet  occasionally  at  the  bench 
table  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall — neither  of  \i»  very  lucky  as  Attor- 
ney-Generals— he  a  Master  in  Chancery,  I  a  {)en8l(>nle8s  peer.f 
The  session  of  1834  had  begun  before  this  criHJH,  and  I  had 
been  engaged  in  a  sharp  debate  which  arose  out  of  certain  charges 
brought  against  Baron  Smith,  an  Trish  judge.  I  thought  they 
ought  to  be  entertained,  and  made  an  animated  speech  against 
judges  delivering  harangues  to  grand  juries  on  politics  and 


^fiy  the  following  letter  Brougham  wished  to  make  me  try  to  frighten 
Home,  but  I  positively  refuaed  to  take  any  part  in  the  controversy  : 

'Great  Stanhope  Street,  Wednesday. 

'  Mr  DBAB  SoLtoiTOR-OiMEiAL : — I  send  the  two  last  letters :  one  received 
at  eleven  last  night,  and  after  I  had,  as  I  thought,  settled  the  new  difficulty 
as  to  Home's  motion.  I  saw  Lord  Duncannon  afterwards,  but  he  thinks  his 
seeing  him  would  do  no  good,  and  agrees  with  me  in  thinking  you  sliould  go 
to  him  in  order  to  give  him  a  hint  that  we  are  aware  he  has  very  injudicious, 
possibly  perfidious,  advisers,  and  he  will  do  well  to  listen  to  them  no  longer. 
1  really  consider  this  as  useful,  if  not  neoe.^Hary,  for  in  the  position  into  which 
he  has  brought  things  I  should  be  extremely  sorry  if  anything  harsh  or 
unkind  were  done  towards  him,  and  I  may  be  forced  to  let  the  affair  take  its 
course,  which  he  would  be  the  first  to  repent  of.  Giving  him  a  general  warn- 
ing, as  above,  and  also  letting  him  know  that  one  of  the  most  eminent  (if  not 
the  most  eminent)  men  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  is  ready  to  take  the  office 
to  day,  would  be  but  fair  to  him  and  kind.  He  will  be  at  Lincoln's  Inn  at 
ten,  if  you  prefer  that  to  calling  on  him.    Yours  ever, 

'H.  b; 

f  Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant  in  his  Li/e  of  LordAlthorp  (p.  62)  uses  the  follow- 
ing expressions :  '  Home  was  abruptly  displaced  at  the  instigation  of  Sir  John 
Campbell,  who  being  then  Solicitor,  was  impatient  to  be  Attorney  General.' 
The  context  gives  a  very  different  view  of  the  transaction  from  that  sug- 
gested by  Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant,  who  adduces  no  authority  for  the  statement 
which  he  makes.    See  also  Life  of  Lord  Brougham,  p.  426. — Eo. 
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political  eoonomy,  contending  that  the  foreman  hai  a  good  right| 
if  he  diwcntH,  to  get  up  und  auHwer  tliem  in  open  court.  The 
Oovemment,  under  my  advice,  carried  a  motion  for  a  committee 
of  inquiry.  Ah  mxm  as  I  <t'UNud  to  Im>  n  member  of  the  Houm, 
advantage  wom  talceu  of  my  alinencK!;  n  motion  wom  mode  to 
rescind  the  order  for  the  Committee ;  the  Government  remained 
8tuuneh,  but,  being  without  legal  UMiHtunce,  they  were  over|x)W- 
ered  in  argument,  und  the  motion  waH  carried  against  them  by  a 
small  majority. 

At  this  time  I  wiw  fighting  ut  Dudley,  and  about  to  be 
defeated  there.  My  Heat  wum  votnited  by  my  promotion.  Thin 
is  an  absurd  law.  An  ofKcer  in  the  army  do^  not  vacate  his 
scat  if  promoted  to  be  lieuti!nuntHX)lonel  from  being  a  major,  and 
the  step  from  Solicitor-  to  Attorney-General  is  equally  profes- 
sional advancement,  there  lM>iiig  no  reu8ou  to  suppose  that  a  (K)n- 
stituency  would  mnl<e  any  di.stinotion  between  the  two  offices. 
But  the  rcHult  in  my  cuhc  may  lead  Home  to  argue  that  the  opfmr- 
tunitics  (nmnot  be  too  frequent  of  enabling  the  people  to  express 
their  opinion  of  the  exintlng  administration."' 

On  my  approach  to  Dudley  I  was  met  by  a  respectable  pro- 
cession; but  when  I  l)egaii  tu  canvans  I  discovered  the  cold 
shoulder  of  some  of  my  former  purtittans,  und  I  was  told  that 
the  Whig  Government  hud  not  rooted  out  corruption  in  the 
niuuner  expected  when  the  Reform  Bill  wus  passed.  Daniel 
Whittle  Hurvey  had,  a  few  days  previously,  brought  forward 
his  motion  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  about  the  Pension  List, 
and  my  iron-hearted  operatives  asked,  'Why  are  the  mothers 


*  'A  curious  ezpediont  wad  suggented  to  me  whereby  I  might  by  the  existing 
law  accept  the  office  of  Attorney-Qeneral  without  vacating  my  seat, 

' .  .  .  The  point  which  had  occurred  to  me  tor  consideration  is  whether  a 
new  election  is  quite  necessary  or  not.  It'  you  take  the  office  without  any  of 
the  emolnments,  dbc,  thereto  belonging,  an  I  did  my  King's  counselship,  and 
as  is  now  generally  done  in  that  case,  how  are  you  in  a  different  position  as 
to  vacating  your  seat?  I  had  the  Crown  briefs  on  the  Northern  Circuit  by 
virtue  of  my  office — as  you  have  in  Customs,  Excise,  (fcc.  This  all  assumes 
the  salary  to  be  almost  nominal  also.  One  should  avoid  doing  it  unless  ther« 
was  a  strong  inducement — but  think  of  it.    Yours  ever, 

'H.  B.* 
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wul  siBtcn  and  rliildrvii  of  |Hi>rH,  who  havi*  done  nothing  fur  thu 
public,  to  In)  mnintaimHl  in  luxury  at  t)ii>  public  c>x|HtnM>,  whilu 
wc  arc  oblig(*d  to  Hup|Hirt  our  |HM>r  nOiitivti*  Croin  our  hnrdMrnrnctl 
wngcM,  or  NM*  then)  Mcnt  to  the  workhounc?' 

I  tnuiHUiittitl  ncwM  to  Dowuini;  Htrtft  of  (he  Khadow  of  my 
dvt'eat  niNt  Uy  the  coiuinij;  event,  and  it  (MtiiMione<l  ^rnit  HurpriHc 
and  ntUHter nation.  Thin  wax  the  HrNt  liiiivv  blow  which  the 
Whig  (}ov€>rnnient  rei-eivtil.  I  went  on  resolutely  doing  my 
utinottt  for  eight  days  and  nightn,  but  without  any  favonddc 
turn.  My  opiMtncnt  wiih  the  Maine  Major  lltiwkeH  whom  I  had 
twice  dvfeatc<l  at  Htaflbni — a  g(KN|-natured,  Hilly,  harndeHN  fellow, 
but  whoMc  |M'rm>nal  (jualitieK  were  a<«  little  <>onHidere<|  an  mine, 
ho  Ixiing  moHt  zealouHly  nupported  hh  the('onHervative<'undidatc. 
On  the  day  of  ele<'tion  the  Inittle  waw  noon  ovt^r,  the  eleetorH 
IxMug  )H>llcd  out  at  the  numerous  iMNitliH  in  thre<'  liourH,  and 
llawkcrt  had  an  great  a  majority  over  me  »n  I  had  had  over 
Sir  Horace  St.  Paul. 

The  {Miin  of  defeat  wuj^  for  M>me  time  almtrlMil  in  the  appre- 
hension that  the  town  of  Dutiley  would  Im>  utterly  destroyed. 
Many  thousand  pit-men  had  (■(»me  in  from  the  Hiirrounding  iron 
and  coal  mines,  forming  n  nuwt  formidable  mob  in  my  interest; 
and  as  they  said  I  hud  not  had  fair  play,  they  were  determined 
to  be  revengetl  on  all  who  had  vote<l  againnt  me.  They  were 
actually  beginning  to  pull  down  tli(>  houne  of  the  master-munu- 
fucturer  who  had  proposetl  Ilawkes.  I  winhcd  to  go  out  to  them 
and  address  them,  imploring  them  to  disperse,  but  I  was  assured 
that  this  would  only  make  tliom  wors<>,  and  that  the  «>nly  way  to 
induce  them  to  desist  from  their  enterprise  was  that  they  should 
be  told  I  had  left  DudUsy.  My  carriage  was  utt'ctrdingly  sent  by 
u  private  way  to  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  I  there  joinetl  it  and 
posted  off  to  London.  The  intelligence  of  my  departure  had 
the  desired  effect,  and  the  commencement  of  the  riot  only  pro- 
duced a  few  trials  for  misdemeanor  at  the  ensuing  assizes.  My 
inglorious  retreat,  howevci-,  was  a  great  enhancement  of  the  Tory 
triumph,  and  they  painted  in  large  charactei*s  on  a  house  at  the 
corner  of  the  lane  by  which  I  left  the  town,  'Campbell's  Flight, 
1834.' 
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I  wiiM  vory  )(t>iit>roiiMly  rtHt>iv<<<l  hy  lAtn\  iiwy  tttwl  the  Chan- 
cellor, hut  I  toiind  tliiit  I  wtiM  hliiimtl  hy  HiilKtnlinntv  inenilieni 
uf  the  Oovpriiinciit,  wlm  miuI  that  I  ung}\t  to  hiivo  cnrriitl  the 
Milt  at  any  ttmt.  I  woiilil  MNtncr  lmv«>  Itwt  my  ofWif  iind  <H>f>ii  th« 
jNirty  at  ou<\'  drivrii  fvniu  |M)\v«'r  than  liavi*  attcinpti'd  to  (corrupt 
luch  a  itiiiHtitiiviK'y  ;  hut  my  act'UM'rH  \vcix>  aftrrwanlH  cttmfortiHl 
hy  knowiu}(  that  an  uiiautJDtri/cd  agent,  unknown  to  mu  ami  to 
them,  had  actually  made  the  attempt  and  failiHl.  [  truHt  that 
thix  virgin  conHtitucucy  rcmaitiM  uncontaminatiwl,  lN>ing  ntill 
rt>preHi>nti!d  hy  tin*  r«anu>  Major  IIa\vk(>M  without  any  iM>riouN 
8uhM(><|U(>nt  contcNt.  Tht*  inci|)ient  danger  of  corruption  I  found 
to  nriM*  from  pid>licanH  and  kee|H>rH  of  lM>er-hho|>H,  who  were 
electorn,  and,  without  any  notion  of  riH-eiving  hriU*  or  voting 
money,  were  eager  to  have  their  Iiouh(>h  oiH>ned  with  a  view  to 
the  proHt  on  the  xaU'  of  licpior,  and  I  fear  would  U'  therehy 
intluenee^l  in  the<r  voten.  I'erhapH  the  lH>Nt  pmetinil  necurity 
against  eorruption  would  Im>  to  dimpialifv  all  puhlieauH  and 
koeiU'iv  of  iM-er-shops. 

An  interval  of  alM»ve  three  montliHelapHed  In'fore  I  wanreHtor«l 
to  the  IlouHe  of  Commons,  a  |K!ri(Kl  of  my  life  full  of  mortifl- 
cation  und  trouble.  Thi*  Attorney-CJenend  without  a  Hoat  in 
Parliament  wa<4  the  fox  without  hin  tail,  and  T  did  not  like  to 
show  mywif.  The  (Sovernment  were  very  anxiouH  again  to  have 
the  full  Ix'uefit  of  my  serviei'H.  Pepys,  the  new  Solieitor-Oenend, 
though  an  exeellont  Kfjuity  lawyer  and  <leHtiniHl  to  be  a  conHider- 
able  E<iuity  judge,  hated  the  buHtle  of  the  l[oUf<c  of  Commons,, 
could  with  diilleulty  Im<  made  to  attend,  and  only  oneo  while  ho 
wo»  in  hi«  then  office  was  prevaile<l  upon  to  speak.* 

The  Hrst  place  thought  of  for  mt(  wiw  Morjwth,  which  might 
easily  have  been  managed,  but  we  were  afraid  of  the  clamor  that 
would  have  l)een  excitwl  alnnit  the  Whigs  reserving  a  snug  rotten 
borough  for  their  Attorney -General.  Tiverton,  now  held  by 
Lord  Palmerston,  wius  nearly  armnged  for  me,  but  Kennedy,  the 
occupant,  who  on  resigning  wjw  to  have  been  sent  by  Stanley  to 


^This  was  in  a  dipcuRRion  on  the  law  of  libnl. — Hee  Lives  of  the  Ohaneellori, 
▼ol.  viii.  p.  428. 
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the  oolonivM,  alwuyit  nm^  in  lib  tornui,  antl  th«r«  wm  no  duuling 
with  him.  In  my  tiii:tn>iM  one  day,  mooting  Hilly  Ilolnuii,  the 
Tory  whi|>|)or-in,  I  aaiil  JinniUrly  I  muMt  come  to  him,  m  our 
own  people  could  do  nothing  for  nio.  IMmea, — *  I  will  t4«ll  you 
what  I  will  tlo  for  you.  (Jft  your  fVicnd  Pollock  to  nwign 
Huntingdon,  and  I  will  bring  you  in  for  that,  I'or  it  in  the  only 
rotten  Umiugh  you  huvu  luil  uit.' 

At  length,  what  no  gtMl  nor  whip|M>r  «n  could  promiMj  won 
brought  alK)Ut  by  the  rcitignation  oC  Ii«>nl  Cmigic,  an  old  Hcoti'h 
judge.  IIu  WOM  NUtmfHlMl  by  JcflVcy,  the  I/»rtl  Adviicutc,  who,  • 
little  alarmed  by  the  ahakinfim  ol'  the  AdniinJMtnition,  wiim  denirouii 
of  aecuring  a  rnfe  retreat  on  the  k-nch.  Thertt  wiim  thuM  u  vaciincy 
in  the  repreiientation  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  which  by  the  Ueform 
Act  had  two  rcproioutativefl  rcturiieil  by  10,0(X)  ele<>torM,  iuHteoil  of 
one  returned  by  32.  I  waM  invited  t(»  Htand,  but  it  wiim  n  iiuetttion 
of  great  difficulty  whether  I  ought  to  run  the  rink  of  another 
defeat.  I  was  pcriMmally  unknown  in  Edinburgh,  the  Govern- 
ment had  lttt(;ly  been  iM^utcn  in  the  county  of  Perth,  und  wnit 
rapidly  losing  ite  |)opularity.  Sir  John  HobhouHc,  who  had 
been  thrown  out  for  WctttminHtcr  about  the  muuc  time  thut  I 
wat)  for  Dudley,  had  put  forth  fet'lcrH  to  try  how  u  Oovernment 
candidate  would  fare  at  Etlinburgli,  und  had  Hhrunk  from  the 
attempt. 

However,  I  wntt  determined,  if  1  crould  get  the  con>H'nt  of 
Lord  Grey,  to  htuuird  all  on  thiit  die,  to  take  tlu;  lx>x  in  my  hand 
and  to  throw.  liord  Grey  Huid,  '  It  Ih  u  very  (lerilous  thing  for 
you  and  for  us.  Another  defeat  would  be  nuwt  injurious  to  you 
individually,  and  ruin  to  us  oh  a  Government ;  but  you  being  a 
Scotsman  who  in  the  North  may  be  thought  an  honor  to  your 
country,  there  is  a  reasonable  chance  of  HiutKiits  to  justify  the 
attempt.  Go,  and  good  luck  attend  you.'  Me  askc<l  me,  how- 
ever, whether  the  Chancellor  had  expreflWMl  his  approbation ; 
'  otherwise,'  said  he, '  the  fat  will  all  be  in  the  fire.'  Brougham, 
who,  on  such  occasions,  inspired  great  awe,  or  rather  apprehen- 
sion and  alarm,  in  his  colleagues,  had  consented,  although  he  was 
evidently  a  little  disturbed  at  the  notion  of  my  becoming  member 
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for  the  H(<i>ttUh  inrtn»|M>llii,  iiimI  would  havn  l»M*ti  niiicli  Iwttor 
pittNDml  to  iMw  till*  flIliiiK  on  oliMnirn  (li*|N)n<lont  m%t.* 

I  M*t  off*  by  t\w  mnil  conch  th«  Mtino  nvnniiii;.  An  I  ap- 
pronchnl  lln(lilin|i(t()n,  I  wim  |{ttl»  ctinmrngnl  by  thn  conv«r- 
Mtion  of  A  ii^ntlcniaii  whom  wc  hiwl  (akrn  up  iit  the  pn<ml{ng 
»Unfn\  \Ui  hiul  Im><>i)  ill  F^liiihurKh  the  iluy  lM*ron>,  nii<l  \w  gnve 
n  very  nniiiiatiHl  ihiwriptioii  of  the  confiiHion  pn'vniliiiK  there 
itlMNit  the  choic«>  of  n  reprewntHtive.  ciUicliMlin^  in  thcfw  wonUt 
'Am  for  |MM)r  CainplM>ll,  he  hivt  not  the  reiiiol«>i4t  chnnit*.' 

When  I  h>il  r<oii(h)n  I  wiu*  nwnre  that  the  ntnte  of  affhirt 
might  In;  Miich  in  F^iiiihiirt^h  hm  to  render  it  inex|N>(lient  for  me 
even  to  Mhow  my  fac«>  then>,  aii<l  I  had  ma(h>  an  ap|M)intment 
with  my  bn>thor,  who  then  livtHl  in  Fidinliiirgh  tor  the  whiention 
of  hiM  children,  to  iiuH>t  me  at  Dalkeith.  Thither  I  <Irovn  from 
llmhiington,  and  then^  my  brother  iMM>n  joinnt  me,  accimi|)anied 
by  John  Cnninghanie,  now  I^»rtl  ('uninghame,  and  a  vi>ry 
eminent  jiidj^e  in  the  Court  of  Stwion,  then  the  life  and  hoiiI  of 
the  Whig  |Mirty  in  Hititland,  and  ever  one  of  the  mottt  MciiNiliU!, 
friendly  and  excellent  men.  They  did  not  hold  out  a  very 
flattering  proM|M><'t  to  me,  but  Hiiid  that  I  should  make  myitelf 
ridi(MilouN  by  now  retreating,  and  that,  iim  I  had  come  so  far,  it 
woulil  Im)  h  lem  evil  to  bo  Innitcn.  Ho  we  |MMted  ott'  to  K<linburgh 
and  |)eniie<l  an  lulvcrtiHomcnt  to  the  eliH^torx,  announcing  Hir 
John  C^ampbell  an  a  mndidatc  for  their  HuiTVagett,  and  inviting 
them  to  meet  him  next  day  in  the  Waterloo  roonWj  to  hear  aa 
ex|M)Hiti(m  of  his  BcntimentM. 

Curiosity  drew  an  immense  assemblage,  by  whom  my  harangue 


*  I  had  received  the  following  note  from  him,  accompanied  by  »  preient  of 
imoked  haddocks : 

'  Deak  a.  : — I  am  putilnd  about  Edinburgh.  I  Htill  think  you  are  not  th* 
man,  but  it  it  by  no  meam*  ri>rtain.  All  1  have  made  a  point  of  it  that  it 
intut  be  a  eerlainly,  Of  thu  other  leat  the  delay  ii  abiolutoly  unaccountabla, 
aa  a  lar^e  place  for  life  waa  offered  to  one  who  wanted  it,  and  no  nniwer  had 
come  when  I  law  Lord  0.,  though  it  wai  a  week  after.    Youri  ever, 

'  H.  B.' 

I  have  sent  you  the  honored  remaine  of  three  of  your  countrymen— from 
Aberdeen — which  arrived  tbii  morning  in  high  preiervation. 
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was  not  very  favorably  rcceivwl.  After  the  meeting  we  called 
upon  several  leading  shopkeepers  in  the  Grassmarket,  who  gave 
us  little  encouragement,  and  I  said  to  my  brother  (of  which  he 
often  reminded  mc),  'This  is  as  bad  as  my  last  canvass  in 
Dudley.' 

However,  the  next  day  things  began  to  assume  a  better  aspect. 
Instead  of  the  eiuididnte  going  from  door  to  door,  the  city  was 
divided  into  districts,  the  electors  of  each  district  met  in  a  church 
belonging  to  the  Establishment,  or  a  dissenting  mceting-houso, 
within  the  district;  he  mounted,  not  the  pulpit,  but  the  precentor^  s 
desk,  and  from  this  he  addressed  the  audience,  who  were  seated 
in  the  pews  like  a  religious  congregation,  and,  when  he  had 
finished  his  discourse,  any  elector  present  questioned  him  respect- 
ing the  topics  he  had  handled,  or  any  other  part  of  his  political 
faith  or  practice.  A  friend  then  addressed  the  assembly  and,  after 
a  panegyric  on  the  merits  and  services  of  A.  B.,  moved  that  the 
said  A.B.  is  the  most  fit  and  proper  person  to  represent  this  city 
in  Parliament.  The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  vote,  and, 
being  carried,  the  meeting  dispersed.  Such  a  use  of  a  place 
erected  for  religious  worship  in  Scotland  is  not  consideretl  in  the 
slightest  degree  irreverent  or  objectionable. 

My  chief  rhetorical  supj)orter  was  Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder, 
Bart.,  who  relieved  the  gravity  of  the  proceeding  with  his  jokes. 
I  was  sometimes  taunted  with  being  a  lawyer.  My  Tory  antag- 
onist was  Mr.  Learmouth,  a  wealthy  coachmaker.  Lauder  on 
one  occasion  said :  *  I  am  very  proud  of  the  eminence  Sir  John 
Campbell  has  acquired  in  Westminster  Hall,  although  I  must 
acknowledge  that  the  Tories  too  may  boast  that  their  candidate 
is  a  great  conveyancer,  a  distinguished  spokenman  and  an  orna- 
ment to  the  bar — of  course  I  mean  the  Kplinter-bar.' 

I  had  likewise  a  Radical  opponent,  Mr.  Aytoun,  who  \yas  less 
formidable,  as  Radicalism  has  never  had  much  favor  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  he  was  only  to  be  dreaded  from  his  dividing  and 
weakening  the  Liberal  interest. 

One  night  I  was  knocked  out  of  bed  by  the  arrival  of  a  King's 
messenger  from  London.     He  brought  me  letters  from  the  Ijord 
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Chancellor  and  the  Seci-etaiy  to  the  Treasury  announcing  that 
Stanley,  Sir  James  Graham,  Lord  Ripon  and  tlie  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond had  seceded  from  the  Cabinet — but  that  Lord  Grey  was 
vigorously  to  curry  on  the  government  without  them.*  Two 
hours  later  the  Tories  had  an  express  from  the  Carlton  Club  to 
announce  these  resignations;  and  they  immediately  issued  an 
handbill  asserting  that  th  CgWhig  Government  was  dissolved  and 
calling  on  the  electors  to  rally  round  the  constitutional  party 
which  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  Sovereign.  We  publishetl 
a  counter  address  congratulating  the  Liberal  party  on  the  seces- 
sion of  those  members  of  the  Government  who  had  distracted 
its  councils,  weakened  its  efficiency,  and  impaired  its  popularity, 
and  foretelling  a  new  course  of  policy,  to  be  marked  by  the 
unanimity,  vigor  and  liberality  of  those  who  directed  it. 

The  day  of  election  at  last  arrived,  and  I  had  more  votes  than 
both  my  opponents  put  together.  There  was  no  chairing,  but  I 
proceeded  in  an  open  carriage  through  some  of  the  principal 
streets  to  my  brother's  house,  where  he  and  my  five  sisters  were 
assembled  to  embrace  me  as  representative  in  Parliament  of  the 
metropolis  of  my  native  country.  In  my  farewell  address  to 
the  multitude  who  accompanied  me,  I  alluded  to  this  circum- 
stance, quoting  the  Scotch  proverb:  'Blood  is  thicker  than 
water.* 

I  ought  to  mention  that,  though  the  contest  was  a  severe  one, 
there  not  only  was  not  a  shilling  spent  in  bribery,  but  there  was 


*  Extract  from  the  Lord  Chancellor's  letter :  ' ...  If  you  are  going  on  half 
as  well  as  we  are  here,  you  are  safe  enough,  Never  was  king  more  cordial — 
I  may  say  so  cordial — with  servants  as  his  Majesty  with  us.  I  was  with  him 
a  long  time  yesterday  morning,  and  the  same  to  the  fullest  extent  with  Lord  Q. 
The  vacancies  will  be  easily  fillod  and  speedily,  though  Stanley's  is  an  irre- 
parable loss — but  it  is  only  a  temporary  one.  He  has  behaved,  and  will 
behave,  admirably  and  huaestly — only  too  punctiliously.  House  of  Commons 
was  last  night  in  such  raptures,  that  I  sliould  not  wonder  if  they  addressed 
both  the  King  and  his  Ministers.  When  Lord  A.  pronounced  the  word  confi- 
dence, the  roar  was  so  loud  and  so  long  that  no  one  ever  heard  its  equal.  You 
must  not  name  names,  but  you  may  affirm  unabated  confidence  of  King  and 
increased  love  of  Home  of  Commons  with  a  safe  conscience.    Yours  ever, 

'H.B. 
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not  distributed  a  pint  of  ale  or  a  gill  of  whiskey  at  my  expense. 
Indeed  there  was  no  drinking  by  reason  of  the  election.  The 
shawl-makers,  the  fleshers  and  the  different  trades  met  to  con- 
sider how  their  favorite  candidate  was  to  be  supported,  without 
participating  in  anjrthing  except '  the  fcitst  of  reason  and  the  flow 
of  soul.'  The  cost  of  the  election  was  considerable,  but  it  arose 
chiefly  from  agency.  Thereafter  the, agents  acted  gratuitously, 
and  the  disbursements  of  the  members  were  couflned  to  the 
hustings  and  other  strictly  legal  expenses  of  the  election,  a 
yearly  contribution  in  aid  of  registration,  a  subscription  to 
charities  and  public  undertakings,  and  private  benevolence 
expected  in  London  by  all  Edinburgh  people  in  distress. 

The  morning  of  my  return  to  London  I  waited  first  on  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  his  private  room  in  Westminster  Hall.  He 
presented  me  with  his  great  official  nosegay,  which  I  carried 
into  the  King's  Bench  as  a  trophy  of  victory.  On  my  way  I 
met  Lord  Lyndhurst,  going  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer  as  Chief 
Bai'on,  who  said, '  Well,  if  you  had  been  thrown  out,  it  would 
have  been  a  great  matter  for  us,  but  I  cannot  in  my  heart  be 
sorry  for  the  success  of.  an  old  friend.'  When  at  four  o  clock  I 
took  my  seat  in  the  House  I  was  received  with  very  warm  cheers 
by  our  party. 

The  prophecy  respecting  the  unanimity  and  stability  of  Lord 
Grey's  Government  when  he  got  rid  of  the  sticklers  for  the 
ascendency  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Roman  Catho- 
lic Ireland,  was  by  no  means  fulfilled.  Other  controversies 
arose,  and  in  July  following  Lord  Grey  *  descended  from  power.' 
I  most  deeply  deplored  the  event,  even  when  it  was  found  that 
a  Liberal  Administration  was  formed  under  the  auspices  of  Lord 
Melbourne ;  but  I  rejoiced  in  the  altered  tone  towards  Ireland.* 


*Hartrigge,  October,  I846. — I  must  admit  that  upon  reflection  my  admira- 
tion of  Lord  Grey  as  a  statesman  has  considerably  abated.  Against  high 
principles  and  great  abilities  we  have  to  set  serious  defects  and  grievous 
faults.  He  was  utterly  ignorant  of  political  economy,  and  upon  social  as 
well  as  commercial  questions  he  adherec^to  most  of  the  antiquated  notions  of 
his  '  order.'  His  combination  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  against  Canning, 
in  1827,  was  wholly  unjustifiable.    He  displayed  great  energy  in  carrying  the 
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Instead  of  the  Coercion  Act  being  renewed,  I  had  instructions 
to  prepare  a  Bill  omitting  the  trial  of  offences  by  court-martial 
and  the  arbitrary  power  the  Lord  Lieutenant  had  enjoyed  of 
prohibiting  public  meetings  and  suspending  the  Constitution  at 
pleasure.  This  change  made  the  Tories  very  angry,  and  I  had 
a  violent  scuffle  with  Peel  when  the  Bill  came  into  committee. 
He  alleged  that  I  had  drawn  it  very  clumsily  and  that  its  inter- 
pretation was  very  doubtful,  trying  to  make  good  his  assertions 
by  certain  verbal  criticisms  and  subtle  distinctions.  In  answer 
I  showed  that  my  Bill  was  not  only  remarkable  for  brevity,  but 
was  drawn  with  perspicuity  and  precision.  This  was  really 
true,  and  no  difficulty  ever  arose  in  carrying  it  into  execution. 

A  few  days  before  the  prorogation  we  had  a  more  than  usually 
jolly  iish-dinner  The  ministerial  fish-dinner  is  a  gathering  at 
Greenwich  or  Blackwall  of  all  the  members  of  the  Governtaent 
in  either  House  of  Parliament, .superior  and  subordinate,  inclu- 
ding the  Household,  to  eat  whitebait  and  all  manner  of  fish 
produced  by  European  seas,  lakes,  and  rivers,  and  to  get  n  erry 
on  the  recollection  of  past  dangers,  the  certainty  of  holding 
office  for  six  months  longer,  and  the  probability  of  reaching 
another  Easter  without  a  serious  shake.  It  is  a  sort  of  saturnalia 
or  'high  jinks,'  and,  with  a  due  observance  of  parliamentary 
forms,  mock  motions,  impeachments  and  bills  are  brought  for- 
ward. Although  there  is  a  great  risk  that  when  men  meet  for 
the  purpose  of  being  jocular  they  will  be  very  dull,  on  this 
occasion  we  had  some  very  good  fun. 

Reform  Bill,  but  he  was  unprepared  to  govern  the  country  under  the  new 
rSgime  .  He  had  a  childish  dislike  of  O'Connell,  and  he  never  thought  that 
Irishmen  were  to  be  treated  like  Englishmen.  He  was  now  impracticable  in 
the  Cabinet,  and  constantly  threatened  to  resign,  considering  it  utterly  impos- 
sible that  the  party  should  go  on  an  hour  witTiout  him.  He  was  at  last  so 
annoyed  by  the  vagaries  of  Biougham  that  he  really  longed  for  repose,  and 
thought  he  should  be  happier  out  of  office.  Brougham  had  a  frantic  idea  of 
becoming  Prime  Minister,  but  all  the  other  members  of  the  Cabinet  were 
earnestly  desirous  of  supporting  the  chief.  I  was  employed  by  Edward 
Ellice  to  write  a  letter  to  Lord  Grey,  urging  him  to  continue  at  the  helm.  He 
capriciously  broke  up  the  Government  on  a  foolish  controversy  respecting  a 
correspondence  between  Littleton,  Brougham,  Lord  Wellesley  and  O'ConneU. 
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The  session  being  olosed,  I  joined  my  family,  who  were  settled 
at  Rosemount,  a  villa  about  four  miles  from  Edinburgh,  that  I 
might  cultivate  the  acquaintance  and  good  graces  of  my  new 
constituents. 

Edinburgh  was  soon  in  a  state  of  uncommon  excitement. 
The  groat  scientific  meeting  attended  by  Arago,  Agassiz,  and 
many  other  distinguished  continental  as  well  as  British  philoso- 
phers, was  immediately  followed  by  the  famous  'Grey  Festival.* 
The  Scottish  nation,  feeling  justly  that  they  owed  to  Lord  Grey 
their  deliverance  from  political  degradation,  inviteil  him  to  come 
to  receive  their  homage  in  the  capital,  and  he  a<!cepted  the  invi- 
tation. His  progress  from  Berwick  to  Edinl)urgh  was  marked 
by  as  much  enthusiasm,  and  was  attended  with  more  real  glory, 
than  that  of  Napoleon  from  Cannes  to  Paris  on  his  return  from 
Elba.  I  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
solemnities  at  Edinburgh.  NoUiing  disturbetl  our  proceedings 
except  the  unexpected  appearance  of  Jjord  Brougham  from  a 
progress  he  had  been  making  in  the  No>*th  of  Scotland,  where 
he  amused  the  people  with  accounts  of  ^i^?  intimacy  with  King 
William  and  promises  to  report  their  sjiyings  in  his  daily  despatch 
to  Windsor ;  whereas  it  was  ti'uly  suppoi^ed  that  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  he  had  become  the  most  obnoxious  to 
his  Majesty,  and  they  who  were  in  the  secret  knew  that  his 
Majesty  was  then  talking  of  him  as  a  madman  who  had  run  oft' 
with  the  Great  Seal  to  John  o'Groat's  House.  The  difficulty  was 
to  bring  Lord  Brougham  into  the  company  of  Lord  Grey,  who 
at  that  time  was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  dislike  of  him,  and 
whose  family  openly  charged  his  treachery  as  the  cause  of  the 
late  changes. 

The  Lord  Hi|;h  Chancellor  being  in.  Edinbui'gh  nmst  neces- 
sarily be  invited  to  the  Festival.  He  himself  took  off'  from  the 
awkwardness  of  their  meeting  in  public  by  voluntarily  coming  to 
Lord  Stair's  at  Oxenford  Castle,  near  Ediuburgh,where  Lord  Grey, 
Lady  Grey  and  his  daughters  were  residing.  I  was  present  at 
the  rencontre,  and  never  did  I  so  much  admire  Broiigham's  bold- 
ness of  heart  and  loftiness  of  manner.    He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
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feelings  of  all  the  Greys  towards  him,  and  if  he  had  been  before 
ignorant  he  must  now  liavt;  been  informed  by  their  averted  eyes, 
cold  looks  and  shunning  demeanor.  But  he  accosted  them  and 
continued  to  behave  to  them  as  if  he  had  believetl  they  regarded 
him  with  unmixed  benevolence— only  that  his  approaches  were 
more  than  usually  respectful,  and  his  caresses  more  than  usually 
tender.  He  conquered,  and  to  my  utter  amazement  he  has  since 
l)een  in  confidential  correspondence  with  Lord  Grey  and  invited 
to  Howick.  This  cordial  reconciliation  did  not  take  place  till 
both  had  Wn  ■,  considerable  time  out  of  office,  and  both  had  a 
grudge  against  Lord  Melbourne's  Government.  To  reconcile  all 
past  differences  between  politiciil  leaders  there  is  nothing  so 
effectual  as  idem  sentire  de  republicd,  L  c,  to  hate  the  Minister 
for  the  time  being  from  a  sense  of  injury.  In  this  way  have  I 
repeatedly  seen  men  harmoniously  knit  together  who,  with  great 
reason,  had  vowed  against  each  other  eternal  enmity. 

The  triumphal  entrance  of  Lord  Grey  into  Edinburgh,  the 
presentation  of  addresses  to  him  from  all  parts  of  Scotland,  and 
the  speeches  in  the  banqueting  hall,  were  all  very  fine.  Lord 
Grey's  expression  'that  he  had  not  fallen  but  descended  from 
power'  was  truly  felicitous.  Lord  Durham's  speech  was  the 
l)est  he  ever  spoke,  though  he  was  not  justified  on  such  an  occasion 
in  complaining  of  the  Government  for  not  doing  enough.  This 
complaint  drew  out  Brougham's  famous  declaration,  which  he  ha» 
often  denied  but  which  I  myself  heard,  that  *  the  Government 
last  session  had  done  too  much,  and  that  he  hoped  next  session 
they  would  do  less.'  He  however  showed  himself,  as  he  always 
does,  to  be  a  consummate  rhetorician. 

At  this  very  time  died  at  Edinburgh  Sir  John  Leach,  Master 
of  the  Rolls,  who  might  have  left  a  great  name  behind  him  if 
he  had  resolutely  stuck  to  his  profession  and  his  party,  instead 
of  becoming  a  Court  intriguer.  But  with  a  view  to  his  own 
advancement,  and  to  ruin  Lord  Eldon  in  the  good  graces  of 
George  IV.,  he  issued  the  Milan  Commission  and  brought  on 
the  trial  of  Queen  Caroline,  which  marred  his  own  fortune,  shook 
the  monarchy^  and  ensured  to  his  patron  the  fame  of  being  the 
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iuo8t  profligate;  the  most  heartless,  and  the  most  foolish  of 
sovereigns. 

A(XH)rding  to  the  usual  routine  of  promotion,  I,  as  Attorney- 
General,  ought  to  have  8ucwetlo<l  liCach.  Brougham  however 
selected  Pcpys,  the  Solicitor-General,  little  suspecting  that  this 
"was  the  man  who  was  to  supereetle  him  as  Whig  Lord  Chancellor. 
The  pretence  for  passing  me  over  was  that  Brougham  being  him- 
self a  common  lawyer,  it  would  have  made  un  outcry  if  at  the 
same  time  a  common  lawyer  had  l)een  appointed  to  the  Rolls. 
This  was  so  plausible  that  I  found  I  could  not  resist  the  appoint- 
ment, and  I  offered  no  opposition  to  it  beyond  a  protest  that  it 
should  not  be  drawn  into  a  pre<.'edent. 

After  a  tour  in  the  Highlands  and  a  delightful  week  at  Tay- 
mouth,  the  scat  of  Lord  Breadalbane,  where  I  met  and  established 
a  great  intimacy  with  Lord  Durham,  I  returned  to  England  and 
resumed  the  regular  discharge  of  my  official  duties.  There  was 
a  considerable  demur  about  naming  me  a  colleague  as  Solicitor- 
General.  With  my  concurrence  Charles  Austin  was  first  proposed, 
and  I  wrote  to  him  strongly  advising  him  to  accept.  .  .  .  He  was  a 
man  of  consummate  abilities, and  might  have  made  himself  a  great 
name.*  .  .  .  The  other  two  deliberated  upon  for  the  office  of 
Solicitor-General  were  Wilde  and  Rolfe.  I  was  for  Rolfe,  and 
luckily  for  me  I  carried  him  through,  for  I  afterwards  acted  with 
him  for  five  years  most  harmoniously  and  always  received  from 
him  most  effectual  a.s8istance. 

Our  connection  as  colleagues  was  in  the  first  instance  speedily 
dissolved.  His  patent  had  passed  the  Great  Seal,  and  he  had 
been  sworn  in,  but  before  he  kissed  hands  or  was  knighted  the 
Whigs  were  all  turned  out  of  office. 


*My  father  adds  that  Mr.  Austin  had  made  £40,000  in  one  session  before 
railway  committees,  and  that  his  health  broke  down  soon  after  thin  date. 
These  statements  must  refer  to  a  later  period,  as  Mr.  Austin  did  not  rr  ilr" 
before  the  year  1846.— Ed. 
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Brooki'i.  January  1, 1834. 

.  .  .  Lord  Holland  is  the  only  Minister  in  London.  I  dined 
with  him  on  Sunday,  and  met  in  the  evening  Talleyrand,  Dedel 
the  Dutch  Ambnswidor,  <&c.  Nothing  memorable  except  that 
Lord  Holland  heard  the  King  say  on  the  morning  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  lost  Parliament,  when  a  difficulty  was  made  about 
the  state  carriage,  that  he  would  go  in  a  hackney  coach. 


House  of  Lords,  March  29, 1834. 

.  .  .  Here  I  am  again  in  my  wig  and  gown,  forgetting  my 
misfortunes.*  I  have  been  debating  whether  the  English  Attor- 
ney-General or  the  Loi-d  Advocate  of  IScotland  has  precedence. 
The  Chancellor  was  for  giving  it  hollow  in  my  favor,  but  I 
candidly  stated  a  fact  which  induced  him  to  suHpend  any  decision, 
and,  bowing  like  Noodle  and  Doodle  in  the  play,  we  mutually 
protested  for  our  respective  offices. 

I  dined  yesterday  with  the  Chancellor.  He  said  that  an 
arrangement  must  and  would  be  made  for  bringing  me  again  into 
Parliament  immediately  after  the  recess.  He  was  pleased  to 
observe  that  there  had  been  no  Attorney-General  since  Perceval 
whose  presence  in  the  House  of  Commons  was  so  important  to 
the  Government,  and  that  the  measures  in  contemplation  could 
npt  be  got  through  without  me.  There  is  some  flourish  in  this ; 
but,  notwithstanding  insinuations  I  have  heard  to  the  contrary, 
I  believe  that  he  and  all  the  othei*8  are  sincere  in  their  wish  that 
I  should  be  restored. 

...  If  the  security  of  Ministers  is  endangered  by  their  own 
folly,  they  are  set  up  again  by  the  folly  of  their  opponents. 
The  Duke  of  Wellington's  speech  about  'the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
of  Christianity '  has  placed  us  on  a  pinnacle. 

^Having  lost  his  election  at  Dudley  on  being  made  Attorney •Oenertl.—Elk. 
VOL.  II.  *  5* 
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Drookn'ii,  Friday,  AuguU  22,  1834. 

...  I  urn  goiug  to  Boylu  Farm,  ou  tliu  liunkti  of  the  Thames, 
to  pay  whut  nmy  bo  couHidercil  u  whiiiiHicul  viitit  to  Sir  Edwurd 
Sugdon.  It'  Di'oiighuin  kiiowH  of  it  ho  will  certiiinly  think  that 
I  have  critcrod  intu  u  oonHpinicy  with  \m  oiioinieii  to  dofanio  hiiu. 
The  ti'ttth  M  that  Hiiggy  uud  I,  by  uii  intorrogutur  of  the  Fint 
Division  of  the  Court  of  HeHHioiiH,  tiro  ealled  U))oii  for  their 
guiduuoo  to  give  un  o{)iiiion  an  to  whether  IuikIh  ut  Penang  aro  to 
be  considered  real  or  persontU  priiperty  ;  uud  iw  we  could  not 
meet  in  town,  he  hiiH  invited  nio  to  dine  unii  Hieep  nt  his  houHo, 
that  we  may  consult  and  write  our  judgment  to-morrow  morning. 

Nnw  Stroot,  Fri.lay,  October  17. 1834. 

.  .  .  You  will  be  able  to  think  of  nothing  but  the  terrible  fire 
which  hivs  burnt  down  the  Hounch  of  Lords  and  Commons.  I 
receivetl  a  wound  on  my  knet; — not  weriously  hurt — in  working 
an  engine  to  save  Westminster  Hall,  which  wan  twice  in  flames. 

Mary  and  the  children  arc  gone  to  Abinger.  I  follow 
to-morrow  for  a  (iouplo  of  day«.  .  .  . 

I  am  Bfoinff  agriin  to  look  at  the  ruins.  I  Haw  the  conflagra- 
tion almost  from  it^  commencement.  I  returned  home  about 
eleven  o'clock,  having  tasted  nothing  since  breakfjist.  I  after- 
wards returned.  I  received  the  wound  on  my  knee  between  two 
and  three.  I  am  greatly  delighte<l  that  the  hall  was  sjived.  The 
last  pei*son  I  conveivsed  with  was  the  Speaker's  .son,  who  was 
wandering  about,  having  no  home  to  go  to.  He  was  stepping 
into  a  cab  to  go  out  to  dinner  when  the  flames  burst  out. 

In  addition  to  my  wound,  I  had  my  pocket  picked  of  a  purse 
with  four  or  five  pounds  and  a  pocket-handkerchief. 


Brooks's,  Monday,  October  20. 1834. 

...  I  have  l)een  attending  the  Privy  Council  all  day  about 
the  great  fire.  It  may  be  stitisfactory  to  you  to  know  that  there 
is  the  clearest  evidence  of  its  having  originated  from  some  work- 
men belonging   to  the   Board  of  Works  indiscreetly  burning 
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wikmIuii  tullicH  (or  iiiuk-HtickM),  whioh  i>ii(iirnlM*rc<l  a  rdoiii  of  the 
£xche(iU(<r,  in  tliu  flueH  of  the  Hoiihc  of  liOitlH. 

Yet  u  nwpoctjible  witiu>w*  Hwon;  that  about  t*'!i  o'clock  on  the 
Thurtnlay  night  at  an  inn  in  Dudloy,  a  man  entoretl  and  mid  he 
hud  jurit  l)ocn  inforniLnl  tliat  th(>  Houhc  of  lionlM  wm  burnt  by 
the  uaroIc.'Mni'HM  of  ttoniv  ('ar{M,>nturN.  TIk'  man  in  Binccre,  but  he 
must  have  dreaniwl  it,  or  it  iw  an  a<><*id('ntal  i-oincidence. 


Council  OaSro,  TuenfUy,  October  21,  IM4. 

.  .  .  Here  am  I  sitting;  idle  while  Rrou)(ham  examinc8  the 
witnesses.  He  is  like  Bottom  in  the  p'*.^  and  like«  to  act  all 
the  parts  himself.  However  I  have  a  ('omfortid)le  lounge.  I 
sit  at  the  hetul  of  the  table  as  if  I  were  Presiilent  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Lord  Melbourne  is  on  my  right  and  looks  rather  gl(K>my. 
T  should  not  wonder  if  Brougham's  'vagaries'  were  the  cause  of 
this.  You  perceive  there  is  now  bcllum  JIngrann  between  him 
and  Ijord  Durham,  and,  wen»  it  not  for  the  Chancellor's  robes, 
there  must  be  a  duel  between  them.  There  «'an  Ik;  no  doubt 
that  the  last  article  in  the  'Edinburgh  Review'  is  Bnmgham's, 
and  Lord  Durham  says  that  it  gives  a  false  and  fraudulent 
representation  of  his  conduct.  The  (ilasgt)w  dinner  acciuires 
importance  from  Brougham's  imprudence.  Curiosity  alone;  will 
now  fill  the  hall,  however  large,  and  draw  all  eyes  to  the  scene. 
I  confess  T  do  not  understand  how  any  governm<^nt  can  go  on  with 
a  leading  member  of  it  acting  so  recklessly,  and  so  totally  setting 
at  nought  the  wishes  and  feelings  and  interests  of  his  colleagues. 

There  is  no  new  light  thrown  upon  the  fre.     The  case  was 

clear  from  the  beginning,  and  the  investigation  is  only  continued 

for  public  satisfaction.     Many  have  a  great  desire  to  make  out 

a  conspiracy. 

Brooks'n,  October  24. 1834. 

.  .  .  My  knee  is  better,  but  still  giv<!s  me  a  gootl  deal  of  pain 
when  I  walk. 

I  dined  at  Holland  House  on  Wednesday  with  the  Premier 
and  divers  members  of  the  Cabinet.  Brougham  not  of  the 
party,  but  very  freely  discussed. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

NovcMiiB,  1A34— Jarcamt,  t880. 

Th«  Whig!  Turoeil  out  of  GfRcn— 8ir  Uobert  Paal'a  Oovarnmtnt— flcftrtatt 
mftda  Chiuf  Biirnn — Rn  nlocto'l  tor  FMinburKh— RUction  of  Abarerombj 
M  8pe»k«r— Tho  Whig*  RAturnn<l  to  Cfllc* — Rrongh»tn  Uft  out— Muniiji- 
p»l  Rnfurm  Bill — Bill  to  Aholixli  Iraprinonmont  for  Debt— flpeciftl  Re- 
tftiaari — Autumn  at  Kump  Tuwn — I'epyi  Appointed  Cb»ucellor,  mui 
Bickeritcth  Muter  of  the  RoIIr— Thiuatnnii  to  RoHign— Acoepta  k  Poei  ige 
for  hie  Wife— Title  of  Strathmjim  -Lottori  on  the  Subjout  of  hit  K.iri^- 
nation. 

AUTOBIOORAPHY. 

On  the  14th  of  Nuvetnl)c.,  1834,  a  fuw  minutes  bcforo  ten 
o'clock  in  the  niurnin)(,  w  I  wiu^  wulkin^  down  to  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  the  Lord  Chancellor  drove  {)uii«t  nie  tit  a  quick 
pace  on  hiH  wny  to  hin  court.  Seeing  ine  he  ••nlj(>d  the  chet^k- 
Btring  of  \m  curringe  and  iMfkoninl  to  nic  to  cppronch.  I  run 
up.  Lord  Chancellor. — '  How  do  you  do,  Sir  John  Campl)ell, 
Mr.  Attorney  no  longer  I  We  are  all  out  I  It  wuh  done  yester- 
day at  Brighton.  MellKiurne  w<>nt  down  Prime  Minititer  and 
returned  a  simple  individual.  I  am  going  to  give  a  few  judg- 
ments iKjfore  delivering  up  the  Cireut  Seal.  Good  bye,  Sir  .lohn ! ' 
He  did  not  wiy  to  me, '  The  tiucon  has  done  it  all.'  But  the 
•Times*  newspajHT,  whi«rh  I  iinnunliutely  foimd  in  the  rohing- 
room,  contained  an  article  on  the  subject,  written  by  Brougham, 
and  concluding  with  those  wonls.*  They  made  MellKturne  very 
angry  and  gave  mortal  ofTence  to  the  King,  and  they  helped  to 
deprive  Brougham  of  the  (iroat  Seal  when  the  Whigs  were 
restored  in  the  spring. 


*'\Vo  have  no  authority  for  the  important  Htatomont  which  followH,  but  \vc 
have  every  roaHon  to  believe  that  it  is  perfectly  true.  .  .  .  "The  King  ban 
taken  the  opportunity  of  Lord  Hponuur'n  death  to  turn  out  the  MiniBtry. 
There  ib  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  baa  been  sent 
for.    The  Queen  has  done  it  all."  '—Timei,  November  14, 1834. 
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The  truth  wiim  that,  ultlimigli  (^ikh'ii  A<it>lui(lti  wiw  very  ho*- 
tile  to  the  wholo  liilmriil  \mity,  the  King  liiul  not  iioiiuimniaititl 
to  her  hiM  intention  to  change  \m  Government,  and  fthu  knew 
nothing  of  it  till  the  iinivul  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington  ut 
Brighton  next  diiy.  She  proUihly,  an  u  wonmn  of  M\\m>,  would 
liiive  diHMuade«l  the  King  from  the  |>re|M)HterouN  attempt  he  wiut 
making.  The  removal  of  KonI  Althorp  from  the  lloUH(M>f 
CommonH  on  hiM  father'^  death  nuiltl  Im>  mo  reason  for  diHtnirtHing 
a  (Cabinet  that  |mwm«*h<m>«|  the  (■onti<h>nef>  of  a  large  majority  of  tlio 
Hoiiric  of  ( 'omuionM,  and  of  which  the  nation  wfut  not  iim  yet  tir(>d, 
notwitliMtanding  Home  murmurs  agaiuHt  itn  meaMuren.  Much  on 
the  King  might  dihlike  his  Ministers,  he  ought  to  have  kuown, 
and  would  have  \hv,u  told  \>y  any  reiwoiialile  |M>rH(>n  whom  he 
consultetl,  that  the  season  for  glutting  rid  of  them  hud  not  yot 
arrived,  and  that  he  must  'hide  his  time,' 

Although  virtually  out,  1  continuiNl  legally  to  fill  the  office 
and  to  do  the  duties  of  Attorney -(ieneral  for  a  month  longer,  till 
Peel  had  returned  from  Italy,  !uid  had  formed  his  Government. 

In  this  interval  one  very  disagreeahle  task  was  thrown  upon 
me.  Two  men  hud  Ix'i'n  convictiil  at  Chester  of  the  most  atro- 
uiouH  murder  of  u  magistrate,  hut  a  dispute  arose  whether  the 
sentence  uguinst  them  was  to  1m>  carried  into  eH'eet  by  the  shcrilt' 
of  the  county  of  Chester  or  l»y  the  slteritls  of  the  city  of  Ches- 
ter. All  the  functionaries  refusing  to  act,  years  might  elapse 
l)efore  this  dispute  could  he  legally  determined,  and  till  then  tltu 
nmrderei's  could  uot  be  nuide  to  expiate  their  offence  under  the 
sentence  originally  proii(mn(;ed  against  them.  There  was  u  great 
outcry  by  reason  of  the  law  Ix'ing  thus  defeatwl.  I  boldly 
brought  the  convi<!ts  to  the  bar  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  prayed 
that  exwution  should  Im;  awardtnl  against  them  by  the  judges  of 
that  court.  After  a  demurrer  and  long  argument  they  were 
ordere<l  to  be  executed  by  the  Marshal  of  the  King's  Bench  at 
Saint  Thomas  a  \Vaterinf/n  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  aided 
by  the  sheriff  of  Surrey,  u  form  of  j)rocec<ling  which  had  not 
been  resorted   to  for  many  ages.     The  execution  took  place 


itii 


118 


urr.  or  i/)Rt>  (UMi'tiri.L. 


[!H.'J4. 


■ronnlingly,  ntnldNt  nn  imn)riim>  HMM>rnl>lnKi>,  not  only  (Vnm  thn 
m(*tit)|)<>liM,  liut  from  n>iuoti>  |NirtM  of  iIm>  kihKilnni.* 

Whon  l*«><>l  iiirivt>(|,  lii<  luwl  muk'Ii  diRlnilty  in  iirran^ing  liU 
Ittw  apiMiinhufUlM.  Ili*  at  tir>tt  wihIiiiI  to  niukc  Sir  •fiinx'M  Hdtrlcit 
AttonM'y-<M'n«'nil.  I  wroti* n  N'ttiT  (to  ln> <'ornniiMiiniti'«l  to  P«'«|) 
<liHMiia(linK  my  ('titli<T-iii-liiw  from  iu-«>«|>tin((  (liii*  oHict',  an«l  liiti- 
miitin);  that,  it'  LymlliiirMt  wiih  to  In>  ( 'liiiiin>llor,  tlit>  |«>iiMt  thing 
that  could  Ih<  doiif  tor  hiin  wt\n  to  mtiki*  him  Chief  Haron  of  thi^ 
ExclHtpU'r  with  a  iHi-nij^r.  ThiH  letter  \va.s  forwardnl  to  Vvv\  nn 
oontiiinin^  the  opinion  of  the  profeiwion,  and  the  HUggcMtttd 
nrrnngenient  t«N>k  plaee. 

Nothing  wrtM  done  tor  |M)or  Wetherell,  onn  of  the  eU'veri>«t, 
nioMt  (Ht'entric  and  mont  honorahle  men  I  have  ever  known. 

I*oll«H;k  wiiM  my  «u<'«'«'W4or  in  th<'  olllee  of  Attorney-Oeneral. 
Peinbcrton,  afierwardt  iM'tter  known  nn  l'enilN>rti»n  Leigh,  whm 
tirHt  nanxHl  S«dicitor,  hut  he  deelined  the  ofliee  iM'cauM'  he  would 
not  undertake  to  attend  ri>gidarly  in  the  IfouMe  of  CommonN; 
and  Follett,  Htill  wearing  a  Ntutf'gown,  was  H4'l('<t«'<l  iMwaus^^  l*eel, 
from  attending  M)me  eommittee^  when*  he  ha<l  pleadetl,  had 
bvconio  aecpminttHl  with  his  extraoiilinary  merit. 

Though  now  only  thinl  in  i>oint  of  rank  in  the  Court  of 
King'H  Ik'ueh,  my  ImHimMr*  was  greater  than  ever,  and  from  the 
time  of  Stnirlett'rt  removal  fill  I  received  theCJreat  Seal  f»f  Ireland, 
I  wuH  dctMdcdIy  at  the  head  of  the  Common  Law  l>ar. 

I  had  wmn  to  pay  a  diwigrei-ahh;  vinit  to  the  North.  Peel,  I 
think  very  injudiciouMly,  as  soon  as  he  had  fornuit  his  Govern- 
ment, ditwolved  the  Parliament.  It  would  appear  that  he  had 
repented  of  this  error  from  the  dillerent  course  which  he  inti- 
mated that  he  meant  to  have  purHue<l  in  May,  18.'M>,  when  there 
wa«  a  proH|K'<^t  of  his  again  <'oming  int()  power;  and  little  doubt 
can  be  entertuined  that  in  18.'J4-6  he  would  havi;  had  a  Ix'tter 
chance  of  stubility  if  had  met  the  old  Parliament,  proposed  his 
Bills,  kept  u  diBsolution  hanging  over  the  heiuk  of  the  meml)ers 
of  the  Hou8e  of  Commons  with  doubtful  scuts,  and  at  last  had 
gone  to  the  country,  if  necessary,  like  Pitt  in  1784,  with  a  com- 


*Bez  V.  Garside  and  Moaley,  2  A.  &  E.,  266. 
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plikiiit  of  riirtloiiit  ti|i|HMitiiMi  hihI  u  pniiitiiM*  o(  |Mi|iiiliir  moMurt*. 
Mil  ^l^\\^\\t  hiivc  forrNiiii  that  tlirrc  iiiiiMt  Im<  u  mi\)ority  it|piiiuit 
him  III  tho  new  IIoum>,  ti>  lM>«>liftt<tl  iiiiincdiatfly  mi  hin  iMtifwioii 
t(>  itflltv,  mill  that  ill  that  <iim>  th<>  kiiiiu'  hum  itp. 

Th>'  IvIiiihurK^h  Tories  hiul  Ihm'ii  wi  wt'll  U'litoii  in  the  hint 
wiitittt  that  I  U'fl  liOiitlitii  ill  th«>  ho|M>  that  I  Mhiaihl  Ih>  rcturiKtl 
without  i»p|M)Hitioii ;  hut  whni  I  arrivitl  mi  a  Miiowy  nioriiiiit(  at 
u  phuv  itilh'tl  the  Pri'HH  Inn,  I  hariuil  that,  tniHtinj^  to  tho 
n)li>^i>i|  i-«>-iu>tioii,  they  hiul  artuully  ntai't«^l  twocaiKlithitcH  a^^aiint 
AlM-i'«Toiiiliy  aiiil  iiif — luy  oM  o|i|N»ii«>nt  Ii«'ariii<;v*!i  the  t'lHirh- 
maker,  and  Lord  KaiUMty  tht>  chh-Mt  hoii  of  th«>  P^irt  of  DalhoiiHiu, 
a  youii^  );«'ntKiiian  of  ^rcat  |ii'uniiHO,  who  had  jiint  takfii  a  high 
di'^ri'i'  at  Oxford.* 

During;  thi;4  coiitrHt  T  tiiad(<  a  M|N'(>('h  which  wnn  aftrrwardM 
miMi'(>|)ri>H(>iitcd  an  a  d«-«>laratioii  that  in  my  opinion  the  iloiiMi*  of 
lionU  ou];ht  to  Im>  alHiliMhiil,  LortI  KaniNiy  hail  |Hiint<>fl  out 
l)oaMtiiip;ly  tht!  ^iiMit  Htrcnj^th  of  th«f  iii>w  (jovfriiiiK'Ht  in  tlu^ 
ll<>ii:4i>  of  liOi-ds.  I  Hai<l  thirt  reminded  iiiu  of  FtNtte'rt  fai'ctt 
'  llijfh  Lif«'  lii'low  StaiiH,'  where,  the  Diikf  trying  to  put  down 
Sir  Ittwnj  in  their  dixpnti'  alMHit  the  ref^jKH'tivi^  merits  of  the  tw»» 
hoiim^M  by  exehiiming  *  \\v  have  ilignity,'  Hir  Harry  retorts  '  Hut 
what  would  U'eome  of  ytmr  dignity  if  we  were  to  withhold  tho 
supplier?'  So  1  |M)inted  out  th«^  toiiHtitutional  |M>w«'rM  of  the 
IIouHo  of  CommoiiH,  oxerc.-^'d  in  the  best  of  timeH,  if  the  Crown 
Hhouhl  inniHt  on  retaining  Mtiiir^tei*H  who  had  not  the  ef)nli(h;ne() 
of  the  reprefM'iitatives  of  th.'  |H'<4)I('.  Mut  \  always  seoutwl  tho 
notion  of  any  organie  <'haiijj;c<'  '"•  the  structure  of  the  Houses  of 
Lords,  and  never  Hai<l  iiiore<>|  '('forming  them  than  'that  their 
conduet  nhould  Ih)  refortuud  by  the  people  returning  a  LilH>ral 
IIouHo  of  Commoiw,  to  whoHC  opinion  the  Peers  would  defer.' 
I  have  ever  felt  the  ne<H's.sity  of  a  Seiiond  Chamljer  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  I  have  not  bi-en  able  todevi.se,  nor  have  I  necn  |)ointe<l 
out  by  otherH,  one  likely  to  contain  more  talent  and  inde[)cndencc, 

*Aui)\i»t,  IH.Of) — Now  roturning  Irom  India.  Marqueu  of  Dalhou»ie,  after 
filling  the  otfiue  of  (iovurnor-Uoneral  with  diHtiuguiithed  luitr«.  [He  died  m 
I860.— Eli.] 
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or  to  command  more  respect  with  the  public,  than  the  present, 
notwithstanding  its  manifohl  imperfections. 

Lord  Ramsay's  conduct  during  the  election  was  very  unexcep- 
tionable, and  he  displayed  a  considerable  portion  of  talent ;  but 
he  exposed  himself  ft'om  his  inexperience  to  a  little  ridicule  by 
vaunting  that  he  was  the  twenty-third  in  lineal  descent  of  the 
noble  house  to  which  he  belonged.  I  remindctl  him  of  what 
Gibbon  said  of  the  *  Fteric  Queen '  a  id  the  triumphs  of  Marl- 
borough as  connected  with  the  hous<!  of  Spencer,  and  advised 
him  to  be  most  proud  of  Allan  Rnnisay,  the  barber,  well  known 
to  be  his  cousin,  and  to  regard  *  The  Gentle  Shepherd  '  as  *  the 
brightest  jewel  in  his  coronet.*  The  coach  maker  and  the  noble 
of  twenty-three  descents  were  at  the  Ijottom  of  the  poll. 

I  now  suggested  to  Abercromby  the  jiroprioty  of  his  being  put 
in  nomination  for  Speaker  against  Manuel's  Sutton.  He  was  at 
first  very  reluctant,  but  for  the  goo<l  of  the  party  he  afterwards 
consented.  I  never  doubted  the  pro])riety  of  starting  a  Speaker 
of  our  principles  on  the  meeting  of  the  new  Parliament,  nor 
that  Abercromby  was  the  best  man  we  could  start. 

The  20th  of  February,  1 835,  arrive<l ;  Parliament  met,  and 
the  strength  of  parties  Avas  to  be  tried  on  the  choice;  of  Speaker. 
Both  sides  expressed  equal  confidence,  and  two  or  three  of  our 
friends  being  pledged  to  Manners  Sutton  from  personal  regard, 
the  opinion  rather  was  that  he  would  carry  the  cletition.  Accord- 
ing to  etiquette,  immediately  before  the  division  he  came  over  to 
our  side  of  the  House  that  he  might  vote  for  his  rival,  and  he 
sat  immediately  before  rac.  Those  foi*  him  w(u*e  told  first,  and 
when  it  was  found  that  they  amounted  to -306  I  congratulated 
him  on  his  success,  and  he  modestly  chuckled  at  his  victory. 
But  what  a  breathless  state  of  anxiety  was  the  House  brought 
to  when  the  tellers,  counting  the  Opposition  side,  sung  out, 
'  Three  hundred ! '  and  there  was  still  a  bench  to  be  told  which 
might  or  might  not  turn  the  scale,  ihe  words  were  at  last 
heard :  '  Three  hundred  and  seven !  Three  hundred  and  eight ! ' 
and  so  on  to  *  Three  hundred  and  sixteen  ! '  A  majority  of  ten 
on  a  very  favorable  question  against  the  new  Administration ! 
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Sir  Robert  himself  bore  the  blow  without  any  external  signs 
of  suiTering,  but  his  colleagues  and  partisans  could  not  conceal 
their  consternation.  The  painful  task  was  to  communicate  the 
result  to  the  King,  who  had  hitherto  l)een  kept  in  a  *  fool's  para- 
dise.' When  he  had  heard  the  fatal  news  he  exclaimed :  '  But 
why  did  you  deceive  me  ?  Why  did  you  deceive  me  ? '  In  truth 
the  good  old  gentleman  hud  only  to  blame  his  own  rashness.  If 
Sir  Robert  Peel  had  been  consulted,  he  would  have  been  the  last 
man  to  recommend  a  change  of  goverimient  preiiiaturely,  although 
he  made  a  very  gallant  effort  to  repair  a  blunder  which  he  must 
always  ha^'e  deplored. 

Again  beiten  on  the  Address,  Peel  adhered  to  oflice  till,  the 
majorities  against  him  increasing,  he  saw  there  was  no  chance  of 
the  country  rallying  in  his  favor,  and  that  longer  to  continue  the 
sfafuggle  could  only  lead  to  the  degradation  of  the  Royal  author- 
ity, and  the  personal  mortification  of  the  Sovereign. 

While  sitting  on  the  Opposition  bench  I  occasionally  joined 
in  the  nightly  skirmishes  which  took  place  before  the  decisive 
battle,  brought  on  by  Lord  John  Russell's  motion  respecting  the 
Irish  Church.  The  most  delightful  political  position  is  to  be  a 
member  of  a  powerful  and  united  party  out  of  office,  eagerly 
attacking  a  falling  Ministry.  The  next  is  to  be  in  office,  with 
the  confidence  of  superiors,  the  good-will  of  associates,  and  plenty 
of  abuse  from  opponents.  The  worst  of  all  is  that  in  which  I 
am  at  present  placed — seeing  a  once  powerful  and  respectable 
party  melting  away,  without  concert,  without  spirit,  and  without 
a  leader.* 

On  Lord  John  Russell's  motion,  about  the  Irish  Church,  I 
made  a  speech  which  I  had  composed  in  my  post-chaise  as  I  was 
returning  from  the  Cornwall  assizes,  where  I  had  been  on  a 
special  retainer.     My  compliment  to  Peel  was  sincere — 

Cum  talis  aia,  utinam  noater  esses. 

He  ought  to  have  belonged  to  our  party.     In  his  heart  he  is 
much  more  of  a  Reformer  than  Lord  Melbourne,  and,  though 

*  Written  in  October,  1842. 
VOL  II.  6  • 
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not  the  son  of  a  duke,  I  must  own  I  think  from  his  talents  he 
is  a  fitter  man  to  lead  the  House  of  Commons  than  Ix>rd  John 
Russell."' 

When  the  resignation  followetl  and  the  new  Government  was 
to  be  con8tructe<l,  the  grand  difficulty  was  the  Chancellorship. 
In  an  interview  I  hiul  with  Lord  Melbourne  he  said  to  me: 
*  Brougham  is  such  a  man  that  I  cannot  act  with  him.* 

Brougham  has  told  me,  and  I  believe  him,  that  he  had  the 
principal  hand  in  making  Melbourne  Minister  on  the  retirement 
of  Lord  Grey,  and  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  private  interview 
he  had  with  the  King,  and  a  public  declaration  he  made  in  the 
Lords,  'that  the  Liberal  Government  still  subsisted  and  was 
ready  to  go  on  with  vigor,'  the  Tory  party  would  have  come  into 
power  in  May,  1834 ;  but  between  that  time  and  the  change  in 
November  he  played  the  most  fanuistic  tricks.  The  removal 
from  the  Cabinet  of  Lord  Grey,  of  whom  he  stocnl  in  some  awe, 
probably  aggmvated  his  rashn<\ss,  capricaousness,  mnlfaifhlesuness. 
He  would  lay  important  Bills  on  the  table  of  the  House  of 
Lords  as  'Government  measures,'  of  which  he  liad  never  dropped 
a  hint  in  the  Cabinet ;  he  would  promise  places  five  or  six  deep 
which  were  not  in  his  gift ;  he  would  communicate  irregularly 
with  the  King  upon  subjects  out  of  his  department,  and  he  was 
strongly  suspected  of  writing  anonymously  against  some  of  his 
colleagues  in  the  newspapers — over  which,  both  ministerial  and 
opposition,  by  a  few  favors  and  many  promises  he  at  one  time 
had  obtained  a  marvellous  influence. 

Melbourne's  policy  was  to  irritate  him  as  little,  and  soothe 
him  as  much  as  possible.  If  he  was  an  unsafe  colleague,  it  was 
foreseen  that  he  might  be  .a  most  dangerous  opponent.     He  was 


*Hartrig<ie,  August,  1855. — I  first  discovered  Peel's  Liberal  propensities 
when  serving  un  a  Select  Committee  with  him  to  inquire  into  the  best  mode 
of  enfranchising  copyholds  and  abolishing  henots.  While  Goulburn,  his 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  expressed  great  horror  at  the  thought  of  any 
innovation  on  these  subjects,  the  future  Free  Trader  warmly  supported  my 
proposed  measure,  saying  to  me  privately,  '  You  will  easily  carry  it  through 
the  Commons,  but  it  will  be  in  great  danger  in  the  other  House,  the  Lords 
being  under  the  influence  of  their  stewards,  and  not  more  enlightened.' 
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told  that  the  King  Imd  an  iiwuperable  personable  objection  lo 
him — that  a  hope  of  this  subsiding  was  entertained — and  that 
meanwhile  the  Great  Seal  should  he  put  into  commission,  the 
Commissioners  being  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Vicc-Chan- 
oellor,  and  a  Common  Law  Judge.  In  v.iin  I  urged  tl^nt  this 
was  a  strange  plan  for  clearing  off  the  hca\'y  arrears  which  hafl 
accumulated  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  But  party  ex|MKliency 
always  carries  it  over  the  due  adminstration  of  justice  when  they 
come  into  conflict. 

When  the  Commission  was  settled  I  quietly  resumed  my  office 
of  Attorney-General. 

Our  great  measure  this  session  was  the  Municipal  Reform 
Bill,  which  alone  ought  to  make  the  nation  gratefully  rememl)er 
the  Whigs.  Our  duty  and  interest  here  fortunately  coincided, 
for  there  was  a  general  feeling  that  the  time  was  come  when  job- 
bing corporations  should  not  be  permitted  to  pervert  to  individual 
emolument  the  funds  intended  for  the  ijublic  good ;  that  self- 
elected  little  provincial  oligarchies  should  be  abolished;  and 
that  the  affairs  of  municipal  communities  should  be  mnnaged  on  a 
uniform  system,  openly  and  fairly,  by  persons  representing  those 
who  were  to  pay  and  to  be  controlled. 

I  had  the  task  imposed  on  me  of  preparing  the  Bill  and 
carrying  it  through  the  Lower  House.  I  find  one  of  the  notes 
preserved  which  were  addressed  to  me  by  Lord  John  Russell  on 
this  subject : 

'April  22, 1835. 

'  Dear  Attoenbt  : — I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  paper,  but  I  wish  you 
would  write  a  supplement  to  it  giving  ub  some  suggestion  orf  the  way  of  pro- 
viding for  the  difficulty  about  magistrates.  Would  it  do  to  have  the  aldermen 
elective,  but  not  to  be  magistrates  without  the  approbation  of  the  Crown  ? 
We  should  likewise  wish  to  know  how  it  is  possible  to  maintain  the  privileges 
of  freemen  which  are  of  pecuniary  value.  Can  they  be  preserved  for  life 
only  ?    Or  what  can  be  done  ?    Yours  truly, 

'J.  KUSSELL.' 

I 

But  our  great  difficulty  was  King  Wiiliam  IV.,  who  had  been 
told  by  Queen  Adelaide,  and  the  Court  ladies  about  him,  that 
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his  wa«  a  most  revolutionary  scheme  Mhich  would  l)c  the 
ruin  of  him  and  his  dynasty.  Lord  Melbourne,  in  much  per- 
plexity, addressed  to  me  the  following  note  and  extract  from  the 
Hoyal  remonstrance : 

'  Downing  Street,  June  1, 1836. 

'  My  deab  Attosret  : — I  send  you  an  extract  from  the  King's  letter  to  me 

upon  the  Bill  for  regulating  the  Municipal  Corporations.    Fray  write  ma 

down  such  remarks  in  answer  to  it  as  you  think  sufficient    .  .  .  Tours  faith- 

fully, 

'  Melbourne.' 

"  It  is  impossible  that  the  King  should  view  or  describe  otherwise  than  at 
important  a  measure  which,  in  principle  and  substance,  sets  out  by  the  repeal 
of  all  acts,  charters  and  customs  inconsistent  with  this  Act,  which  revokes  all 
Royal  and  otner  charters,  grants  and  letters  patent  now  in  force  relating  to 
certain  boroughs.  The  information  afforded  to  the  King  on  this  head  is  as 
yet  imperfect,  inasmuch  an  the  schedules  to  which  reference  is  made  are  not 
annexed  to  the  Bill  transmitted,  but  enough  has  been  submitted  to  him  to 
show  that  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Bill,  its  principle  and  provisions,  affect  most 
seriously  the  Royal  prerogative,  and  are  calculated  to  lessen  the  authority  and 
the  influence  of  the  Crown. 

"The  King  has  no  doubt  that  there  are  defects  in  the  charters  by  which  the 
bodies  corporate  have  been  constituted,  and  that  their  use  and  efficiency  as 
instruments  of  local  government  have  been  impaired  by  the  neglect  and 
abuse  of  the  privileges  granted  by  charters,  but  it  remains  to  be  shown  to  hia 
Majesty's  satisfaction  that  the  remedy  might  not  have  been  applied  by  means 
short  of  repeal,  and  whether  it  had  become  necessary  in  every  instance,  or  as 
a  general  principle,  to  substitute  for  the  authority  and  prerogative  hitherto 
exercised  By  the  Crown,  an  elective  power  vested  in  the  people,  and  tending, 
as  his  Majesty  apprehends,  to  the  production  and  the  annual  reproduction  of 
much  excitement  and  party  agitation,  from  the  bickerings  and  the  squabbling 
which  must  attend  the  annual  election  of  the  members  of  the  council,  as  well 
as  the  mayors,  especially  in  large  towns.  It  appears  evident  to  the  King  that 
the  ill-blood  which  will  arise  at  one  contest  will  not  have  subsided  before  the 
canvassing  will  begin  in  anticipation  of  the  next  ensuing  election,  and,  in 
short,  that  these  elections  by  all  inhabitant  householders  whatever,  of  three 
years'  standing,  paying  poor's  rates,  if  registered,  will  be  as  annoying  and  as 
destructive  of  the  peace  and  comfort  of  the  boroughs  in  which  they  take 
place,  as  the  election  for  members  returned  to  serve  in  annual  Parliaments 
would  be." 

I  wrote  a  long  explanation  of  the  Bill,  showing  that  it  pro- 
ceede<1  upon  the  true  principles  of  the  English  Constitution,  and 
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that  it  would  add  to  the  stability  of  the  tlirone  an  well  as  the 
prosperity  of  tlu'  people.  This  was  laid  before  his  Majesty ,'uiid 
had  the  effect  of  quieting  and  neutralizing  him,  although  he  now 
looked  with  great  su8j)icion  on  all  the  niaisures  of  the  Whig 
Ministers. 

The  Municipal  Reform  was  so  popular  that  the  Tories  would  not 
openly  oppose  it,  and  they  were  obliged  to  be  contented  with 
attempts  to  damage  it  as  far  as  they  could.  Their  chief  ground 
was  the  preservation  of  the  r  ghts  of  the  old  freemen.  I  was 
provoked  to  make  a  very  indiscreet  speech  against  the  freemen, 
denouncing  them  '  as  the  plague-spot  of  the  Constitution.'  Of 
this  effusion  of  the  Whig  Attorney-General,  expressing,  as  was 
alleged,  the  sentiments  of  his  party,  above  50,000  copies  were 
printed  by  our  opi)onents  to  be  distributed  gratis  in  every  town 
in  England  in  which  there  were  freemen  possessing  the  elective 
franchise.  A  general  storm  of  indignation  arose  to  which  I  was 
abandoned  by  my  colleagues, — when  at  last  Philip  Howard,  the 
member  for  Carlisle,  came  to  the  rescue,  and  amused  the  House 
by  saying :  *  We  should  remember  that  the  honorable  and  learned 
Attorney-General  once  represented  the  borough  of  Stafford,  and 
I  am  afraid  that  his  recollection  of  the  freemen  there  is  not  to 
be  reckoned  among  the  jjlcasurcH  of  memory.' 

Most  men  of  any  note  have  at  some  time  or  other  made  use  of 
an  unlucky  expression  which  has  been  permanently  quoted  against 
them.  Knowing  that,  although  the  freemen  are  always  venal 
and  generally  vote  with  the  Tories,  they  are  a  very  numerous 
and  influential  body,  animated  by  a  strong  ef<prit  de  corps,  and 
that  in  some  few  bnroughs  a  majority  of  them  were  bribed  by 
a  Whig  candidate,  I  was  much  to  blame  for  pointing  to  them  as 
'  the  plague  spot  of  the  Constitution.'  But  is  it  not  more  difficult 
to  account  for  Lord  Melbourne,  in  a  speech  made  by  him  as  Prime 
Minister  to  introduce  a  government  measure,  declaring  in  the 
presence  of  the  bishops  that  it  was  *a  heavy  blow  and  great  dis- 
couragement to  the  Established  Church  of  England;' — or  for 
Lord  Lyndhurst  pronouncing  an  anathema  against  the  whole 
Irish  nation  ai  'aliens  in  blood,  language  and  religion ;' — or  for 
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liord  John  Russell's  ilcclarntion  an  to  thv  Hnulity  of  the  Reform 
Bill;— or  for  TiOrd  Stimley's  nwiertion  that  'fifty  niillioiiH  of 
quarters  of  wheat  niij^ht  be  importetl  into  this  country  from  the 
single  province  of  Tamboff'? 

The  Municipal  Reform  Bill  was  returninl  to  us  by  the  Lordn 
sadly  mutilated,  b\it  most  of  their  a.isendments  were  so  t)ut- 
rageous  that  Peel  eould  not  defend  tliem,  and  they  were  not 
insisted  upon. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  tweasions  when  Peel  and  Lyndhurst 
were  oppostnl  to  each  other,  the  former  always  Ixiing  on  the 
Liberal  side.  When  I  urged  to  Tiyndluirst  that  Peel  api)roved 
of  certain  clauses  which  he  had  struck  out  in  the  I^ords,  he 
exclaimed  :  *D — n  Peel  1  What  is  Peel  to  me?'  And  this  was 
not  mere  bravado  or  laxity  of  talk.  xVbout  this  time  he  and 
other  ultra-Tories  had  formed  a  plan  of  deposing  Peel  from  his 
lead.  Stephenson  lately  told  me  that  in  1836  or  1836  liynd- 
hurst  consulted  him  as  to  whether  Follett  might  not  do  to  be  set 
up  as  leatler  in  Peel's  place. 

After  a  very  harassing,  but  not  formidable,  opposition  I  car- 
ried my  Bill  through  the  Commons  for  abolishing  imprisonment 
for  debt  and  giving  a  more  effectual  remedy  to  creditors.  This 
not  being  a  party  measure,  I  was  in  ho|)cs  that  it  would  have 
been  allowed  to  pass  quietly  through  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
Brougham  moved  that  it  should  be  postponed  on  pretence  of  the 
lateness  of  the  session,  although  when  Chancellor  he  had  pro- 
fessed warmly  to  support  it ;  and  to  humor  him  the  Government 
acquiesced  in  the  proposal.  I  was  excee<lingly  indignant,  and  I 
moved  for  a  committee  to  search  the  Lords'  Journals  to  know 
what  had  become  of  the  Bill  whitsh  'there  was  reason  to  dread 
had  been  smothered  in  the  dormitory  of  the  House  of  Lords.* 
This  drew  down  upon  me  the  following  remonstrance  from  the 
Prime  Minister : 

'  Downing  Street,  September  1, 1836. 

'  Mt  dear  Sib  : — Manj  observations  were  made  yeBterday  in  the  House  cf 
Lords  upon  what  yoa  had  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  'especting  the 
postponement  of  the  Bill  for  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.    This  post- 
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ponemnnt  had  been  proponed  by  Brougham  and  acqaiescod  in  by  ua.  Now 
allow  me  to  obnervf  that  by  your  itrong  cnnnuro  yon  place  un  in  the  very 
awkward  situatio'i  of  condemning  in  the  one  lloure  by  the  mouth  of  our 
Attorney  Uoneral  a  courae  which  wo  have  not  objected  to,  and  whicli  there- 
fore we  muHt  be  auppotod  to  approve  in  tho  otltor.  This  ia  a  conduct  which 
It  ia  impoHaiblo  to  dnfend,  nnd  therefore  whnn  tlie  attack  ia  made  upon  thia 
ground,  we  are  reduced  to  the  nece^Hity  of  aittinf;  ailent  and  thua  admitting 
ita  juatice.    Believe  me,  my  dear  Sir,  youra  faithfully, 

'iMELBOURNI.' 

I  goo(l-huiu(>reilly  upbruided  him  with  his  pusillanimity  and 
want  of  vigor,  and  wc  were  again  friends. 

In  the  following  session  the  Bill  was  agreed  to  by  both 
Houses,  except  as  to  imprisonment  for  debt  after  judgment, 
which  still  continues  a  blot  upon  our  civil  code. 

I  was  kept  in  (ionstant  attendants  in  the  House  of  Commons 
till  the  10th  of  8cptcml)or,  when  I  Imd  to  pay  a  visit  to  my  con- 
stituents, and  to  thank  them  for  having  in  the  month  of  April, 
when  I  had  vacated  my  scat  by  a('<;e])ting  the  office  of  Attorney- 
General,  again  returned  me  to  Parliament  without  requiring  me 
to  be  present  at  the  election. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL  DURING  THE  YEARS 

1834  AND  1836. 

King'a  Bench,  Tueaday,  November  18, 1834. 

.  .  .  Whimsically  enough  I  am  now  pro  tempore  Attorney- 
General  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  I  have  been  obliged 
to  send  to  him  for  a  further  respite  to  the  Chester  murderers. 
I  continue  Attorney-General  in  point  of  law  until  my  successor 
is  appointed  under  the  Great  Seal,  and  shall  sign  the  patents  for 
the  new  Ministers.  .  .  . 

Scarlett  is  gone  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  having  received 
a  note  asking  him  to  come  within  the  last  half-hour.  Copley  is 
to  have  the  seals  in  commission  till  Feel  returns,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  he  will  then  be  Chancellor.  I  presume  that  Scarlett 
will  have  the  offer  of  the  Exchequer. 

You  will  perceive  that  the  'Times'  is  going  to  be  the  ally  of 
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the  new  Government.  'Measures,  not  men/  Spite  aguinHt 
Broughum  \»  one  motive  for  this. 

What  u  part  he  hari  playod  I  He  thought  to  please  the  Court 
by  the  Htuit'  he  talked  alnHit  liirt  'gracious  Master/ and  there 
having  been  'too  much  done  last  Mcssion  of  Parliament.'  In  the 
result  he  has  made  the  King  hostile  to  him  {Mirsonally,  and  he 
bas  almost  irre«)vcrably  ruinc<l  the  character  of  the  Whig  party. 
He  will  still  l)e  exceedingly  mis<>hicvouH,  and  I  wish  he  had 
gone  over  to  the  Tories.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  from  his  kind- 
ness to  his  brother  (the  bright  part  of  his  character)  he  is 
involved  in  great  pecuniary  difficulties,  and  that  with  his  £5000 
a  year  he  will  be  very  ill  oft*. 

Scarlett  says  the  King  and  the  Duke  were  yesterday  loudly 
cheered  by  the  mob.  I  am  always  amused  by  observing  how  the 
Conservatives  boast  of  any  supposed  symptoms  of  popular 
applause,  although  they  affect  to  despise  it  so  much  when  the 
mob  are  for  their  opponents. 

King'8  Bench,  Monday,  December  1,  1834. 

I  am  just  returned  from  a  conference  with  my  old  leader 
Althorp.  ...  I  went  chiefly  to  consult  Lord  Spencer  about  the 
members  of  the  late  Government  refusing  to  act  any  longer. 
There  was  a  strong  opinion  cxpressetl  at  Brooks's  yesterday  that 
■we  should  all  strike,  and  that  we  are  countenancing  the  uncon- 
stitutional state  of  affairs  now  subsisting.  However  liord  Spencer 
says  we  must  go  on,  for  there  is  not'cnough  to  take  this  case  out 
of  the  common  rule  that,  upon  a  change  of  Ministry,  those  who 
go  out  are  to  act  till  their  successors  are  appointed.  We  might 
have  caused  a  great  deal  of  embarrassment  to  the  Duke,  but  it 
seems  this  would  be  considered  factious,  and  disrespectful  to  the 
King. 

.  .  .  The  King  is  to  be  in  town  to-day  and  was  to  give 
audience  to-morrow  to  Lord  Spencer  who  was  then  to  deliver 
up  his  seal  and  his  father's  ribbon.  But  the  Duke  of  Gloucester 
died  yesterday  evening  at  half-past  six,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
this  event  will  not  postpone  the  meeting. 
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Scarlett  huo  been  at  BagHhot  these  two  days,  and  ii  one  of  the 
Duke's  exeoutoiD. 

Brookt'a,  Dacamber  2, 1834. 

.  .  .  We  had  a  Cabinet  Council  yesterday  at  five  on  the  question 
whether  all  the  men  retaining  office  ought  immediately  to  strike. 
Heveral  were  very  hot  U|)on  this,  but  Althorp's  opinion  finally 
prevailed,  and  wu  are  to  remain  quiet. 

Brooki'f,  Deoamber  5, 1834. 

.  .  .  Hudson  is  arrived  with  despatches  from  Peel  for  the 
Duke  and  the  King.  Poel  was  oiught  at  Rome  about  to  set  out 
for  Naples,  and  is  to  be  here  on  Monday  or  Tuesday. 


King'*  Bench,  December  8,  Monday. 

.  .  .  Peel  is  expected  every  hour,  and  will  bo  here  to-day  or 
to-morrow.  Till  after  his  arrival  nothing  more  is  done.  I 
expect  to  remain  Mr.  Attorney  till  the  end  of  the  week.  If 
Scarlett  is  promoted  in  the  manner  expected,  I  shall  professionally 
not  care  much  for  becoming  Sir  John,  although  I  am  under  the 
disagreeable  apprehension  of  having  both  the  new  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  in  King's  Bench — Pollock  and  Follett.  They  are 
both  able  men,  and  to  have  them  put  over  my  head  with  official 
rank  is  not  pleasant. 

.  .  .  All  our  people  with  one  voice  condemn  Brougham,  but 
they  have  never  yet  split  with  him  or  told  him  their  opinion  of 
him,  and  I  know  not  now  whether  he  will  not  be  allowed  to  act 
as  the  head  of  the  party.  The  King  said  yesterday  to  Scarlett, 
in  reference  to  tiie  luaiuu'i'  in  which  the  Great  Seal  was  returned, 
*  I  was  glad  to  get  it  from  him  on  any  terms.' 

Lyndhurst  is  very  loth  to  give  up  the  office  of  Chief  Bai'on. 
He  proposes  to  keep  it  till  Christmas,  under  the  pretence  of 
clearing  oiF  arrears  in  the  Exchequer,  but  really,  I  believe,  to 
see  how  the  elections  go.  I  have  however  put  Scarlett  up  to 
counteract  this  manoeuvre,  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  Master 
Copley  is  not  forthwith  required  to  make  his  choice. 
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KinK**  Rxnch,  flatiiniity,  F«brii«ry  II,  lOan 

...  I  huvu  jtiHt  ti;(>t  u  verdict,  in  u  very  ini|Nirtiiiit  uuiiiw, 
aij^iiMt  8(4irlt>tt — Loitl  AlHti^cr.  Ho  Hiiinnu'd  up  Htruti^ly 
U|i;»itiMt  nu>,  but  tli«!  jury  f«>uii<l  in  my  tiivor.  lie  \n  to  diiii!  with 
ini'to-iluy, iiiid  I  hIiuII  tn'dwovor  liiiu  f\(i>HHiv<-ly.  It  iMururituH 
tact  tliut,  lmviii)(  ((ot  mt  luuny  vrrdictrt  at  tlir  l>ur,  lie  lian  loht  all 
tlio  VTrdidH  h'uu'v  Ih;  tnount(><l  tlit;  Im!UcIi — that  i»,  that  thu  Jurivrt 
have  found  agaiiiHt  his  direction.  NuvcrthclcHN  he  law  ^ot  ^reat 
xudo'-  w  a  jud^e.  Kven  the  lv|uity  men  |>i'i(i<<c  him  very  much 
for  hit*  |M>rformaneeM  in  Kipiity. 

I  am  to  have  a  private  ciinfen'mf  to-morrow  with  our  new 
letuler,  Johnny  UuHm;!!.  I  winh  he  coulil  add  a  cubit  to  hin 
Htatun',  and  wcro  a  little  U'hm  puny  in  his  Innlily  lVanu(.  When 
they  were  aHtoniHhed  in  the  West  of  England,  after  thi;  paxHin^ 
of  the  R(;form  Bill,  to  Hn<l  no  (frml  a  man  ho  llUlt\  Sydney  Smith 
HutiHfied  thorn  by  Hayinj;  that  *  he  wiw  wiiMtcd  away  jn  the  wrviije 
of  his  country.' 

Copley  luiH  iK'cn  trying  to  wteal  one  of  my  Hills  from  ine,  in 
a  manner  strongly  to  remind  nio  of  Fox  Maule's  expression : 
*  They  wish  to  crawl  into  our  nest  to  hatch  our  e«fgs.' 


Brooki\  March  17,  l«3fi. 

.  .  .  Peel  himself  is  a  much  l)ctter  man  than  any  we  can 
oppose  to  him,  He  really  is  exceedingly  dexterous  and  handy, 
OS  well  as  c^lmiuent  and  powerful.  Hut  his  associates  do  away 
with  the  favorable  impression  he  has  made. 

I  play  with  Hally  and  forgiit  politicks.  Me  is  a  most  delight- 
ful companion.'*'  He  stiid  to  me  this  morin'ng,  whih;  attending 
my  toilet :  '  You  must  go  to  Heaven,  for  you  are  so  go(Kl  a  man; 
but  I  hear  people  abuse  you  in  their  speeches,  and  I  am  sure 
they  must  be  wrong.' 

P^xetur,  March  25, 1835. 

...  I  forget  whether  I  told  you  I  wjw  going  to  the  Cornish 
assizes.     I  am  on  my  way  to  Launcestowny  having  left  T^ondon 

•Aged  five. 
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liutt  night  lit  t«3n,  uiid  iiiTivvd  hi>n>  (IiIh  cvciiing  nt  Mi'vcn.  I  am 
nitlic>r  Mtrry  U}  l<>uv«  t\w  M<en«  of  iictioii  ut  prcMsnt,  but  I  Nhall 
Im)  lit  my  |MMt  uguiii  on  Monday.  ... 

I  n«?v«'r  wiw  in  Dt'vnnMhirc  iM'f'oro — ii  nitigniflt'ont  ••oiintry; 
but  notbing  oiin  In>  inoi-i'  niisci'itbl*'  tbiiii  WiUHbii'i>  mul  Donu't- 
Mbirc.  I  iiiu  goin^;  down  to  try  wli<<tb<>r  tli<>  plaintitr  Im>,  or  Ixi 
not,  ciititltHl  tr>  n>('(>iv«>  iHixl«M>ii  Hbilliny;s.  Tiu' (|U<>rttion  wiirf  triin} 
l)cfon>  (n  qucMtion  of  tolirt),  wb«<n  S<'afli>tt  wiih  for  the  (b'fcndunt 
and  j{ot  a  vor<li«'t.  Tbi(  C^ourt  of  Kxrbrijucr  gnuit*'*!  u  m-w  trial, 
the  jiidgcM  lH>ing  furiourtly  in  supiMtrt  of  tbo  toll.  I  sball  bavc 
Mr.  Haroii  (}urnoy  very  uti'ong  against  ino,  and  niy  only  clmnci^ 
i«  with  th««  jury. 

I  proceud  to  LuuiKMiHtou  to-morrow  morning. 

Houno  of  nommonn,  Monday,  Mardi  30,  18.1ft. 

.  .  .  T  have  lo^t  my  cjiuho  in  Cornwall,  tw  I  hear  within  the 
loHt  hulf-hour.  I  left  Laun(H>Hton  on  Friday  night  ut  eleven 
when  the  jury  were  Im^kcd  up.  I  undcixtand  they  (.'ontinued  out 
till  ten  on  Saturday  morning,  when  they  found  a  verdict  aguiuHt 
ino  on  a  ground  that  in  wholly  untenable,  aixl  which  wa.s  aban- 
doned by  the  pluintiif's  eoun.sel.  Thi.s  ix  a  mishap  which  I 
muHt  l)ear  with  un  equal  mind. 

I  have  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  lettei*M  a  day  about  Impris- 
onment for  Debt,  and  many  deputations,  and  the  measure  would 
occupy  the  whole  of  my  time. 

I  got  home  at  two  o'clock  mi  .Sunday  iiiorniiig. 

King'H  Bench,  May  12.1836. 

...  I  am  in  a  [}eri)etual  hurry,  and  am  hunted,  an  it  were, 
from  morn  till  night. 

All  Edinburgh  ia  now  in  lioiidou.  I  had  begun  a  party  for 
Saturday ;  but  meeting  Aliercromby  last  night  at  the  Duchess 
of  Kent's,  I  was  orderetl  to  transfer  myself  and  my  guests  to 
him.  I  have  refused  all  invitations  for  Saturdays  to  keep  them 
open  for  my  constitueuts. 

John  Russell  is  to  come  in  from  Stroud. 
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nommitUn  Room.  F!<linhurt(h  Watnr  Workt, 
KmUy,  M«y  IS. 

...  T  am  now  in  tho  flolightfiil  Hitiiation  nrat(«>nf1!np[  privnti* 
ComniitU<«ii  in  wliivh  my  liiiiMtitiicntK  un>  int('n>ftlo<i.  Tli<*r(>  nrv 
three  of  thtiw  to-<iny,  for  wliirli  I  hnvw  out  Wi'stminHtrr  llnll. 
They  are  likely  to  ffii  on  for  Miniu  wih)I(ii,  und  I  know  not  wimt 
in  to  beeonie  of  nin  t 

Ilnaia  of  Commoni,  May  10,  Ifl.lfl. 

.  .  .  The  only  nowM  Im  thut  I  uni  goin^  to  take  the  C'liliteni 
IIumlrcdM  und  retire  into  private  jifo.  Tlie  rcpiiriciitatioii  of 
Kdinlturgh  in  t<M)  ntueh  for  me.  I  have  HMiaHhc«i  two  nijin, 
which  my  eonHtitueiit^  (liHlik«-«l,  after  hard  Ntru(;)i;leH,  anti  my 
lalmrH  are  only  iM'gjnniiig.  I  liave  junt  lM'<>n  eompiaining  to 
Al)en'romby.  .  .  .  Jle  niaK  -«  an  exe(>e4lin);ly  ({(nnI  H|H>akcr. 

I  am  to  have  a  great  ^^l!nl)urgh  party  on  Satnnlay — the  lionl 
ProvoHt,  etc.,  etc. 

Mon-lay,  M»y  Uft.  1H3R. 

.  .  .  My  dinner  on  Saturday  went  off'  well.  I  had  at  tiihle 
two  Antihurgher  niinlMterH,  who  naitl  gmce  In'fore  and  after  meat 
with  great  unction.  I  am  to  give  a  dinner  of  a  very  dini'icnt 
Mort  on  the  King'n  birthday.  J  went  out  cighty-Hvc  airdn,  nnd 
shall  have  Hixty  guests,  at  the  Frocniason's  Tavern. 

May28.  1k;16, 

I  am  jurtt  roturnoti  from  the  Dniwing-room.  .  .  .  T  nillitHl 
Melbourne  alnrnt  his  three  Chiincc'Ilors,  who  were  sticking  close 
together  to  show  they  formed  one  ofVicer.  What  aruusc<l  me  inonf 
was  an  account  Lord  Shaftesbury  gave  me  of  the  contests  iH-twccn 
Brougham  and  Copley  as  to  which  shall  sit  on  the  woolsjick  at 
the  hearing  of  ap]K>aIs.  Brougham  one  morning  got  a  bishop 
and  had  pniyei-s  said  before  ten  o'clock,  that  he  might  l)e  (irst. 
To  keep  the  j)eace  l)etween  them  Shal'tesbury  is  to  act  an  Speaker 
in  the  mornings  fur  the  rest  of  the  session. 
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H«tiir<Uy,  M»7  90,  IA3A 

...  1  (<(>iitinii»  to  Im)  tcrrihiy  liianiMMil  liy  K^liiil>iirKli  I*m»1 
iiiatt4*rM  ttiid    I   iinvi!  iiiuru  ti|Miii  my  IiiukIh  tliuii  iiiiy  luun  mii 

I  am  lM>ttcr  oil',  Iiowovit,  thiiii  my  friciKl,  t\w  <'X-('liunc<tllor 
of  Iri'laiKl.  I  m«t  liim  iit  tlic  DniwiiiK-nNim  on  ThiirMluy  juMt 
itl'lci'  I  litiil  Im'«'Ii  talking  lo  LyiHihiirMi,  wIkmh  I  iuhlrcMMil  um 
Kiclil  Mai'Hiial  on  acnMiul  ot'  liin  Mplcndid  uniform,  which  \w  hiw 
(litviHctl  OH  (h«<  coMtnmo  of  an  I'x-Chanccllor.  1  tiHkctl  Sn^^ilen 
why  he  ha<i  not  the  Htimc  lit;  told  me  wriouMly  that  \w  hiul 
UHkitl  and  obtiiincd  hiM  MajcHty'H  |H>rmiHrti<>n  to  wear  it,  and  that 
ho  wnM  to  have  onii  immnliatcly.  I  Haid, '  1  um  |{lud  to  hear 
that  \uH  MajcNty  rrwaidH  merit.  Thin  ih  a  HuUiihla  return  for 
your  great  MtrviciiM  in  Irchmd.' 

Jun«  Ifl,  1S3K. 

.  .  .  A  fcwdayH  ago(^^>|)l(>y  played  ofTwIiat  ho  thouf^htagcMKl 
joke  on  Brougham  and  myHclf.  WiHJiing  to  hoc  Hntugham  whiln 
the  IIouHi!  WiiH  Hitting,  I  went  in  my  gown  and  full-lxtttom  to 
the  «l(M>r  by  which  the  Chancellor  entern.  Copley  Hai«l :  'Walk 
iu,  and  take  your  neat  on  the  w(M)lHack.  Itrougham  I  hen;  hn 
flonu's,  here's  the  HjK'etre  ! '  Hroughum  Jtimo  out  vcfry  Htdky, 
not  at  all  reliNhIng  the  joke.  I  underHtund,  while  I  was  arguing 
liady  Warrender's  cam>,  liroughain  Huid :  'How  ill  he  iH  doing 
it,'  upon  which  C\)pley  Haid  :  *  Mind  what  you  wiy.  Ho  will  Iw 
sitting  here  prcuently.'     Thin  in  merely  to  plague  Brougham. 

July  4. 183B 

...  I  am  to  have  an  interview  to-morrow  with  Ijord  Mel- 
bourne about  a  notic<?  given  in  the  Houhc  of  Commons  res|)ecting 
Uie  state  of  business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  I  presume  he 
will  be  prepared  to  tell  me  what  are  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment resiMHiting  the  Great  Seal,  and  I  think  I  am  authorized  in 
requiring  some  explanation  on  this  subjet^t.  They  would  be 
delighted  if  the  Great  Sexil  could  Iks  sunk  400  fathoms  deep,  and 
I  have  very  little  notion  what  they  will  propose.     They  will  be 
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very  adverse  to  any  arrangeiiHiii  which  would  take  me  out  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  there  would  be  a  great  difficulty  in 
ap|)ointing  a  new  Attorney-General.  They  have  no  dislike  to 
mo.  For  example,  Lord  Holland  is  coming  to  dine  with  me  on 
the  lltli,  although  he  hiut  not  dined  out  for  a  twelvemonth  except 
with  the  King.     liord  John  also  comes  and  most  of  the  Cabinet. 

July  24. 183B. 

.  .  .  Now  that  the  courts  are  up  imd  committees  are  over,  and 
the  House  of  Lords  is  not  hearing  appeals,  it  ap[)eai'H  to  me  that 
I  am  as  much  hurried  and  overwhelmed  with  business  as  ever. 
But  I  must  write  you  two  lines.  .  .  .  Frc<l  has  come  home  from 
school  and  he  and  I  have  already  read  through  the  first  book  of 
the  ^ncid. 

I  am  going  on  special  retainei-s  to  Shrewsbury  and  Liverpool 
and  perhaps  to  Chester,  but  I  do  not  leave  London  for  a  fort- 
night. 

Chester,  August  23, 1835. 

...  I  am  engaged  in  the  most  horrid  cause  here  that  ever 
was  tried,  respecting  the  rights  to  a  great  variety  of  parcels  of 
waste  land  in  Wales,  and  Ave  have  been  obliged  to  go  through 
the  conveyances  and  enjoyment  of  them,  from  the  year  1198, 
before  the  conquest  of  Wales,  when  they  were  granted  by  Prince 
Llewellyn  to  the  monks  of  Couwuy.  I  made  a  speech  yesterday 
to  the  jury  of  six  hours.  The  trial  will  not  be  over  for  some 
days  to  come,  but,  thank  God,  I  am  obligetl  to  go  to-morrow 
evening  to  Liverpool.  I  can  now  be  sparetl  here  pretty  well, 
and  my  client  has  had  an  excellent  pennyworth  of  me.  You 
may  believe  I  am  very  impatient  to  get  back  to  London. 

Liverpool,  Tuesday,  four  o'clock, 
August  25, 1835. 

...  I  am  just  going  to  set  off  for  London.  In  four  houra  I 
got  a  verdict  for  the  Crown — without  much  glory — for  technical- 
ities shut  out  the  great  question  which  the  other  side  wished  to 
try.     But  we  have  got  the  verdict,  and  with  little  trouble,  which 
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18  a  great  thing  for  mc  now,  for  I  really  in  mind  do  want  repose. 
The  Chester  trial  is  not  yet  over,  and  I  would  not  engage  in  such 
another  for  twice  my  ftte.  I  shall  be  in  good  time  for  the  row 
with  the  Lords.  I  go  to  Manchester  by  the  railroad,  and  post 
on  without  stopping. 

House  of  Commona,  Thursday, 
Septembor  10, 1835. 

.  .  .  We  are  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  Speaker.  The 
King  comes  at  two.  I  hear  his  Majesty  yesterday  in  Council 
made  a  mthur  extmonlinary  speech,  udvmng  his  Ministers  to  keep 
up  the  Militia,  that  constitutional  force,  in  spite  of  Irish  agita- 
tion. I  hope  he  will  not  throw  aside  to-day  the  speech  of  the 
Minister,  and  deliver  one  of  his  own  in  defence  of  the  Irish 
Church. 

I  stiirt  at  four  by  the  Brighton  coach,  unless  it  should  continue 
to  rain,  in  which  case  I  must  post,  for  there  is  no  inside  place  to 
be  had.     Direct  to  me  Lewes  Crescent,  Kemp  Town,  Brighton. 


Brighton,  October  4, 1835. 

...  I  met  the  other  day,  as  motto  to  a  chapter  in  a  novel,  with 
a  stanza  by  my  grcjit  predecessor  Sir  Thomas  More,  which  ought 
to  make  me  thankful  and  cheerful  in  the  contemplation  of  my 
large  share  of  the  good  things  of  life. 

Some  manno  liath  goode  but  children  hath  he  none, 
Some  manne  liath  bothe,  but  he  can  gut  no  healthe; 
Some  hath  all  three,  but  up  to  Honor's  throne 
Can  he  not  creep  by  no  manner  of  stealthe. 
To  some  Rhe  Bendeth  children,  riches,  healthe, 
Honor,  worship  and  reverence  all  his  life, 
But  yet  she  pincheth  him  with  a  shrewd  wife. 

Be  content 
With  such  reward  as  Fortune  hath  you  sent, 

I  have  got  most  of  this  catalogue  of  desirables  without  being 
pinched  with  a  shrewd  wife,  and  if  I  can  neither  creep  nor  jump 
into  Honor's  throne,  I  shall  be  content. 

I  have  had  famous  rides  with  the  children  here.    To  the  great 
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admiration  of  Brighton,  I  place  Hally  before  me  on  Gloucester 
and  canter  round  the  Steyne. 

To-morrow  the  Scarletts  are  co.  ing  to  pay  us  a  visit.  If  the 
Edinburgh  and  London  Railway  were  completed  to  join  the 
London  and  Brighton,  now  resolved  upon,  your  party  from 
Edenwood  might  easily  come  up  and  see  our  'splendid  mansion' 
in  Kemp  Town. 

King's  Bench,  Monday,  November  23, 1835. 

.  .  .  Hally  is  going  to  school  at  Christmas.  I  shall  be  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  part  with  him,  but  I  think  it  time  he  should  be 
removed  from  home,  where  he  is  rather  too  much  petted.  Fred 
comes  to  us  on  the  8th  of  December.  In  England,  where  boys 
go  to  boarding  schools,  if  the  holidays  were  not  long  there  would 
be  no  opportunity  for  culcivating  the  domestic  affections. 

December  19, 1835. 

...  I  am  amused  by  your  *  six  houre.'  Hard  labor  indeed ! 
I  may  say  sixteen.  I  have  not  tasted  dinner  for  three  days,  and 
have  worked  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  one  next  morning. 
Trust  me,  it  is  better  to  go  to  Cupar  and  read  the  newspapers  and 
return  with  a  good  appetite. 

People  suppose  a  leader  at  the  bar  makes  u  fine  speech  which 
he  has  prepared,  and  gains  applause.  I  have,  of  course,  as  often 
a  bad  case  as  a  good  one;  and  what  with  disagi'eeable  and  for- 
midable opponents  and  imbecile  judges,  I  lead  a  life  worse  than 
a  oonvict  in  the  treadmill.  I  often  know  my  briefs  very  imper- 
fectly, and  am  in  constant  apprehension  that  I  may  injure  my 
client  and  my  own  reputation. 

What  is  to  become  of  me  when  the  5th  of  February  arrives — 
Parliament  and  the  courts  of  law  sitting  together  ? 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

Things  went  on  very  smoothly  till  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
the  horizon  began  to  look  black  and  a  heavy  storm  was  impend- 
ing. As  I  had  foretold,  the  arrangement  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery had  caused  much  dissatisfaction.    The  Master  of  the  Rolls 
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and  the  yice-Chancellor,  sitting  as  Lords  Commissioners,  were 
obliged  to  neglect  tlie  business  of  their  own  courts,  which  fell 
more  and  more  into  arrear,  and  considerable  grumbling  was  pro- 
duced by  their  sitting  ;  "iitly  in  a  court  of  appeal -from  each 
other^s  judgments ;  for  it  was  remarked  that  if  a  decree  of  one 
was  reversed,  a  decree  of  the  other  was  revei-sed  soon  after,  so  as 
to  keep  the  tale  of  affirmances  and  reversals  exactly  equal 
between  the  two  Equity  Commissioners ;  Bosanquet,  the  third 
Commissioner,  being  always  ready  tt)  reverse  that  he  might  show 
his  impartiality.  The  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords  likewise 
went  on  very  badly  without  a  Lord  Chancellor — Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  and  Lord  Brougham  imdertaking  to  hear  them  alternately, 
but  at  that  time  not  by  any  means  acting  in  concert  in  this 
department. 

Sir  Edward  Sugden,  ex-Ijord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  published 
a  very  spirited  pamphlet  upon  the  subject,  severely  condemning 
the  system,  or  want  of  system,  which  prevailed,  and  it  was  clear 
that  some  new  arrangement  must  be  made  before  Parliament 
again  met.  It  turnetl  out  that,  without  ever  consulting  me, 
Lord  Melbourne  and  his  Cabinet  had  resolved  that  I  should  be 
retained  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  my  services  were  con- 
sidered important ;  that  Pepys  should  be  made  Chancellor,  and 
Henry  Bickersteth  should  have  the  Rolls  with  a  peerage. 

Hearing  a  rumor  that  some  new  arrangement  was  in  contem- 
plation, I  wrote  to  Lord  Melbourne  and  Lord  John  Russell 
begging  to  be  informed  what  it  was.  They  told  me  it  was  pro- 
posed to  make  Pepys  Chancellor  and  Bickci*steth  Master  of  the 
Rolls.  I  wrote  back  that  the  Minister  must  be  allowed  to  choose 
his  own  Chancellor,  who  was  to  sit  in  the  Cabinet  with  him, 
according  to  his  taste,  but  that  I  considered  I  had  an  unquestion- 
able right  to  the  Rolls,  and  that  if  this  was  disregarded  I  should 
certainly  resign  my  office  of  Attorney-General.  They  strongly 
urged  me  not  to  resign,  and  to  wait  to  see  what'  could  be  done  to 
satisfy  me.  Lord  John  Russell's  letter  was  very  frank  and 
friendly,  but  my  resolution  to  resign  if  Bickersteth  was  made 
Master  of  the  Rolls  remained  unshaken. 


VOL.  ir. 
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I  had  several  interviews  with  Lord  Melbourne,  and  'several 
notes  passed  between  us  in  the  beginning  of  January  without 
any  decisive  declaration  on  either  side.*  I  stated  all  the  facts 
of  the  case  and  communicated  all  the  corresi)ondence  to  my  col- 
league Abercromby,  the  Speaker,  who  thought  me  atrociously 
ill-used,  and  undertook  to  remonstrate  with  the  leading  men  in 
the  Cabinet  upon  the  subject.  He  soon  after  informed  me  that 
he  understood  that  Bickersteth  actually  was  appointed.  I  went 
home,  wrote  a  formal  resignation  of  ray  office,  'which  I  could 
no  longer  hold  with  honor  to  myself  or  advantage  to  the  public,* 
drove  in  a  cab  to  South  Street,  and  saw  Lord  Melbourne.  He 
admitted  that  the  King's  pleasure  had  been  taken  on  Bickei'steth's 
appointment.  'There,  then,  is  my  resignation  of  the  office  of 
Attorney-General.'  He  begged  me  to  keep  it  till  he  had  made 
me  a  proposal  which  he  thought  might  satisfy  me.  He  assured 
me  that  one  groat  object  was  to  retain  my  services  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  without  which  the  Government  would  have  great 
difficulty  in  carrying  through  the  measures  they  had  in  contem- 
plation ;  that  when  it  was  very  desirable  to  keep  a  political  man 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  to  mark  the  sense  entertained  of 
his  public  services,  there  Avere  several  approved  precedents  for 
making  his  wife  a  peeress ;  that  a  jieerage  thus  conferred  on  my 
family  would  be  very  honorable  to  me  and  would  effectually  re- 
move any  notion  of  my  being  slighted ;  that,  if  I  would  consent, 
he  trusted  the  King  would  agree  to  this  arrangement;  that  my 
promotion  was  only  deferred,  as  a  Bill  would  be  brought  in  to 
make  a  permanent  Chief  Judge  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
leaving  the  Chancellor  to  hear  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  in  the  Privy  Council ;  and  that  some  consideration  was  to 
be  had  to  the  credit  and  interest  of  the  party.     I  yielded,  and 


*The  following  letter  from  Lord  Melbourne  to  Lord  Lausdowne,  dated 
January  10, 1836,  appears  in  the  lately  published  Life  of  Lord  Melbourne,  vol. 
ii.  p.  172:  'Campbell,  after  much  discussion  on  the  subject,  which  I  must  say, 
considering  how  deeply  his  interests  are  involved  and  his  feelings  touched, 
he  has  carried  on  with  great  fairness  and  good  temper,  has  this  morning  sent 
to  mp  his  final  determination,  which  is  that  he  cannot  submit  to  be  passed 
over,  and  must  resign  if  our  arrangement  is  carried  into  efifect.' — Ed. 
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brought  home  my  roHignation  with  the  seal  unbroken.  A  mes- 
Benger  was  immc<]iute)y  deflpatched  to  the  King  at  Brighton,  and 
next  day  I  learned  that  his  Majesty  made  no  objection,  and  that 
I  had  only  to  choose  a  title.  Pollock,  and  one  or  two  others, 
blamed  me  for  not  resigning,  and  sjiid  I  had  lowered  the  office 
of  Attorney-General ;  but  Al)ercromby,  Follett,  and  those  whose 
opinions  I  most  rcgarde«l,  approved,  and  I  have  never  since  re- 
pented any  part  of  my  conduct  on  this  occasion. 

The  Gazette  immediately  announced  that  his  Mttjt>sty  had  been 
graciously  pleased  to  raise  to  the  peerage  Mary  Elizabeth  Camp- 
bell, by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Baroness  Stratheden  of 
Cupar  in  the  county  of  Fife.  We  thought  this  a  proper  mark 
of  respect  to  the  place  of  my  nativity,  and  to  the  memory  of  my 
father.  The  creation  come  intermediately  between  that  of  Pepys 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Cottenham,  and  that  of  Bickersteth  by  the 
title  of  Lord  Langdale. 


LETTER  FROM  MR.  SPEAKER  ABERCROMBY. 


'January  13, 1836. 

'  Mt  deab  Campbell  : — Poulott  ThomHon  came  here  yesterday  with  Mel- 
bourne's concurrence  to  tell  me  what  had  been  proposed,  and  later  in  the 
evening  I  had  a  note  from  Lord  Melbourne  on  the  subject.  It  is  the  best 
thing  that  the  Government  could  do  under  the  circumstances,  and  I  think  you 
could  not  have  hesitated.  It  is  an  answer  to  all  observations — it  is  great 
homage  to  you — it  secures  an  important  object  for  your  family,  and  it  puts 
beyond  all  doubt  the  value  that  is  attached  to  your  services.  I  sincerely 
rejoice  in  it  on  all  accounts,  and  it  relieves  you  from  an  embarrassing  and 
painful  position.  Now  that  it  is  over,  I  may  say  that  I  have  never  been 
engaged  in  any  transaction  that  gave  me  more  vexation.  On  the  one  hand 
I  saw  all  the  evil  to  the  Government,  and  on  the  other  no  man  could  feel 
more  strongly  than  1  did  the  true  character  of  the  situation  in  which  you 
were  placed.  It  was  not  eapy  to  steer  clear  of  difficulties  in  such  circum- 
stances, but  I  have  found  that  directness  and  plain  speaking  have  been  good 
protections,  as  both  you  and  Lord  Melbourne  are  satisfied  with  what  I  have 
done.  It  would  not  have  been  so  if  Lord  Melbourne  had  not  been  a  candid 
and  just  man.  He  possesses  these  qualities  more  than  any  Minister  I  have 
known.    Yours  very  sincerely, 

J.  Abebobombt.' 
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LEriTBR  FROM  VISOOUI«T  MELBOURNE. 

[fbivatc] 

'  Downing  Street,  January  13, 1836. 

*  Mt  DXAB  Attoihit  : — I  have  juRt  received  hit  Majesty'i  entire  approba- 
tion of  Lady  Campbeira  elevation  to  the  Peerage.  It  \»  impouible  to  deioribe 
the  relief  which  this  gives,  and  I  atigure  you  that  I  have  felt  very  sensibly 
the  good  temper  and  fairness  with  which  you  have  acted  during  the  whole  of 
these  very  painful  discussions.    Yours  faithfully, 

'  Melbouihb.' 

LETTER  FROM  THE  RIGHT  HONORABLE   EDWARD   ELLIOE. 


[PBIVATE.] 

'  Paris,  Sunday,  January  17, 1836. 

'Mr  DEAB  Gampbbll: — I  must  write  one  line  to  congratulate  you — or 
rather  to  express  my  own  satisfaction — that  they  have  shown  their  sense  of 
the  justice  of  your  claims,  and  the  value  of  your  serviceB,  and  that  at  the 
same  time  an  arrangement  is  made  to  secure  your  assistance  to  the  popular 
party  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Ee»te  d  voir  if  Equity  lawyers  are  the  best 
Equity  reformers,  and  have  pluck  and  tact  to  fight  the  battle  with  Brougham 
and  Lyndhnrst  in  the  Lords.  Sure  I  am  they  have  great  odds  in  their  favor, 
in  their  case,  and  with  their  character,  and  that  if  they  fail  it  will  say  little  for 
the  judgment  of  those  who  have  placed  them  there.  I  do  not,  however,  look 
at  the  wrong  side  of  the  picture,  and  hope  they  may  be  as  successful  as  I  am 
satisfied  with  any  arrangement  which  is  creditable  to  you  and  keeps  us  all 
together. 

'I  shall  be  over  by  the  first  of  the  moiith.  We  shall  have  a  hard  stand-up 
fight  for  it,  but  if  our  leaders  will  only  do  their  duty  and  show  a  bold  front, 
I  can  have  no  fear  of  winning  cleverly.  My  kindest  remembrances  and  best 
compliments  to  my  Lady  on  her  new  honors.    Ever  sincerely  yours, 

'Edwabd  Eluoi.' 
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Jahoakt,  1833— Deoembe*.  1837. 

Propoied  Judge  of  Appeal  in  the  Houhb  of  Lords— Opponition  of  Lord  Lftng* 
dale — Detendi  Lord  Melbourne  in  the  Case  of  Norton  v.  Melbourne — 
Lord  Lyndhurnt'i  Obntructive  Policy  in  the  House  of  Lords — Publio 
Dinner  at  Cupar — Speech  at  Edinburgh— Proposed  as  Lord  Rector  of 
Glasgow  University — Duties  as  Attornoy-Oeneral— Church  Rates  Rill — 
Publishes  '  Letter  to  Lord  Stanley ' — Qaostion  of  Parliamentary  Privi- 
lege—Stockdale  V.  Hansard— Death  of  William  IV.— The  Queen's  Pir«t 
Council — Dissolution  of  Parliament — Conduct  of  the  Tones  Towards  the 
Queen — Is  Returned  Again  for  Edinburgh — Mr.  Speaker  Abercromby— 
Autumn  at  Erlwood — The  Duchess  of  Qloucester — Dinner  at  Rucking- 
ham  Palace. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

The  King's  Speech  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament  held  out 
the  prospect  of  great  judicio!  changes.  The  Minister  made  his 
Majesty  say:  'The  speedy  and  satisfactory  administration  of 
justice  is  the  first  and  most  sacred  duty  of  a  Sovereign,  and  I 
earnestJy  recommend  you  to  consider  whether  better  provisions 
may  not  be  made  for  this  great  purpose  in  some  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  law,  and  more  particularly  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery.' 

A  conference  was  held  in  South  Street,  attended  by  Lord 
Melbourne,  Lord  Cottenham,  Lord  Langdale,  Lord  Denman, 
Lord  John  Russell,  Lord  Howick  and  myself,  at  which  the  sub- 
ject was  fully  discussed,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  Bill  dividing 
the  duties  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  should  be  introduced,  so  as  to 
have  a  permanent  judge  presiding  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
and  a  judge  of  appeal,  removable  with  the  administration,  to 
preside  in  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Privy  Council.  This 
latter  office  it  was  understood  I  was  to  fill. 

However  the  Bill  was  not  brought  forward  till  April  28, 
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when  it  wna  intnxluctHl  in  the  IToum^  of  T^trtU  by  the  now 
Chiinpcllor,  with  j^mxl  faith,  I  Ixiliitvo,  hut  T  run  by  no  tnoium 
8ay  with  ability.  lie  had  ^hown  hininelf  an  t'xci'Ik'nt  Ecjuity 
ju(l^i>,  but  h(>  had  no  faimlty  to  uddrcrtH  a  dolik'nitivc  atwiMnbiy, 
and  hiN  H(H<cch  on  this  ociuiHion  \vm  tanu>,  confuNcd  and  tlinHua- 
mve.  TiOi'il  LyndhiirHt  nuuU^  a  few  ol)8orviitiiiiis  agninHt  the  Bill, 
'reserving  hirt  dt'tailo<l  obj«'<!tionH  to  it  for  a  future  stage;*  but 
any  sulmequent  opposition  to  the  Bill  was  rendered  unnecessary 
by  'the  heavy  blow  and  great  <liseoinagen»ent'  it  received  from 
Lord  Lang<hde,  who  said  'he  did  not  think  the  Bill  went  far 
enough,  as  it  did  not  entirely  separate  the  judicial  and  political 
functions  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  he  dii^approved  of  some 
of  its  provisions  about  Cliancery  apiH'als.' 

The  Bill  8t(Mxl  for  a  second  reading  on  June  13,  when  it 
received  its  quietun.  On  this  occasion  Lord  I^angdale  delivered 
a  good  })repnrcd  speech  expounding  his  Benthamite  notions  upon 
the  judicial  character,  and  explaining  how  there  ought  to  be  a 
trijxirtUe  division  of  the  liord  Chancellor — one-third  to  sit  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  under  the  ancient  title,  one-third  to  sit 
in  the  House  of  Lords  and  Privy  Council  under  the  title  of 
'Lord  President  in  nuitter  of  A;>peals  and  Writx  of  ICrror,'  and 
one-third  to  superintend  the  administration  an<l  improvement  of 
the  law  under  the  title  of  '  Minister  of  Justice.'  Such  discredit 
was  thrown  upon  the  Bill  by  Lord  Langdalc's  opposition,  that 
only  twenty-nine  ministerial  ])eers  could  be  got  to  vote  for  it, 
and  it  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  sixty-five.  Lord  Langdale 
himself  voted  in  the  minority,  professing  an  opinion  that  he 
entirely  approved  of  its  principle,  and  that,  with  a  few  altera- 
tions, which  might  easily  be  made  in  Committee,  it  would  be 
found  to  work  very  beneficially. 

Lord  Melbourne  had  soon  occasion  to  express  his  satisfaction 
that  I  was  still  at  the  bar,  an  action  being  brought  against  him 
for  criminal  conversation  with  the  beautiful  and  celebrated  Mrs. 
Norton,  the  wife  of  the  Honorable  George  Norton,  brother  of 
Lord  Grantley.  This  retainer  caused  me  more  professional 
anxiety  than  I  ever  experienced.     If  the  action  had  succeeded, 
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iho  Proniicr's  private  churoftcr  wniiUl  huvo  l)oon  ruiiKHl,  nnd 
th(*rc  would  linvc  lievn  nii  end  of*  \\in  AdruiiiiHtmtion. 

The  cliurgc  turiuHl  nut  to  Im)  (iiU>,  hut  I  then  knew  nut  what 
foundation  thcn>  might  Im)  for  it.  Although  no  violation  of  con- 
Hdcnoo  and  the  lawH  of  hoHpitality  hud  iH'forc  lH>en  impute<l  to 
the  noble  <lefendant,  hiH  nioralH  were  not  HUpiHMed  to  Im  very 
Htrict,  and  in  a  former  iuHtancc  a  Hiniilar  aetion  l)eing  brought 
against  him  under  rather  venial  eireuniHtaneeH,  the  verdiet  of 
Not  guilty  pronotinceil  in  eonHerpjenee  of  the  witneasoM  not 
appearing  miMHl  a  not  improbable  HUHpieion  of  compromiHc. 
The  Tory  ncwHpa[)erN  now  antieipatc<l  his  condemnation,  and 
ai«8crte<l  that  IctterH  would  be  read  on  the  trial  from  him  to  the 
lady  uotonly  proving  the  case  butMhowing  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  the  most  shameless  profligacy  as  a  Minister.  He  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  me  and  earnestly  implortti  me  to  act  u|)on  it. 


'  8oath  Street,  June  It),  1H3R. 

'My  DEAR  Attorney: — 1  have  been  thinking  over  again  thh  matter  of  this 
trial,  and  I  know  not  that  I  have  anything  to  a<id  to  what  I  have  already 
written,  and  to  what  pasHod  the  other  day  at  the  conaultation.  I  repeat  that  I 
wish  it  to  be  stated  in  the  mostcloar,  dintinct  and  emphatic  manner  that  1  have 
never  committed  adultery  with  Mm.  Norton,  that  I  have  never  held  with  her 
any  furtive  or  clandestine  correspondence  whatever,  and  that  both  in  visiting 
and  in  writing  to  her  I  always  considered  myself  to  be  acting  with  the  full 
knowledge  and  with  the  entire  approbation  of  her  husband.  My  visits,  for 
instance,  were  neither  more  nor  less  frequent  when  he  was  away  than  when 
he  was  at  home.  At  the  same  time,  I  wish  any  evidence  which  may  come  out 
of  this  nature  to  be  so  managed  as  to  appear  to  be  used  rather  for  the  purpose 
of  vindicating  me  than  of  criminating  him.  The  first  must  be  my  principal, 
if  not  my  sole,  object.  If  I  cannot  persuade  the  jury  that  there  has  been  no 
criminal  intercourse,  it  will  be  of  little  advantage  to  my  character  to  show 
that  I  thought  I  was  carrying  it  on  with  the  knowledge  and  connivance  of 
the  husband.  These  arrangements  are  supposed  frequently  to  exist,  and 
whilst  they  are  only  supposed,  they  are  certainly  treated  with  great  indul- 
gence and  made  the  subject  of  jest  and  levity.  But  a  different  judgment  is 
pronounced  upon  them  when  they  are  proved  and  established  in  a  court  of 
justice.  There  is  great  indignation  against  him,  and  a  great  desire  to  see  him 
exposed,  but  we  must  consider  what  is  best  for  ourselves.  If  you  require  any 
further  explanation  or  instruction,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  it.  Believe  me, 
yours  faithfully, 

'  MXLBOUBSK.' 


m 
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Tlic  cntiHo  nttnictctl  the  iittciition  oi'  ull  Riim|N>,  iw  it  wmm 
MUp|NiM<(l  to  iiivolvo  till*  Htiiliility  of  th«>  pitwiit  diovvrniiu'iit  in 
Kni^liiiid ;  iiiwl  on  tlu>  <iiiy  of  trial  tht>r«'  wt<rt>  courit'in  ri'iuly  to 
Htart  (or  iori'i^n  ConrtM  with  iwwh  of  tlx'  rtttnlt. 

I  hwl  lain  a\vakt>  (lie  ^rvatcHt  |Mirt  oC  the  ni)(ht  lieCorv,  an<i  at 
loMt  laliin^  into  n<|Mim>  I  had  ov(>i'NU>|it  niyMcIf,  ho  that  I  wiw 
ohlig(><l  to  ihtw*  in  a  hurry  and  run  off'  without  my  hnnikfiiMt. 
On  my  arrival  at  the  (*onrt  of  (Nimnion  IMtuH  I  (ound  tlunhNtrH 
Hurrouiidi><l  by  Hiich  an  inuncnM'  crowd  that  t\w  iMtlici^  (tadd 
Mcnnvly  |ir<N'uii'  mo  adniittantv.  The  ImmIv  of  the  ctairt  wan 
almost  entirely  tilled  with  gentlemen  in  wi)^  and  ^owuh,  who 
availed  theniMclveH  of  their  profewional  |)rivile),i;e  to  enter  Utfore 
the  puhlie. 

I  war«  in  a  Htate  of  );reat  tremor  till  Hir  William  Ftdlett, 
(HHUiHel  for  the  plaintitf,  read  the  nuieh-talk<>d-of  letters  of  the 
Prime  Mininter — when  I  j-ouhi  hreathe,  for  thev  were  ludierouHly 
immaterial,  like  the  pannly  of  them  hy  Dickens  ahout  '  chops 
and  tomato  sauce '  in  the  trial  of  Pickwick.  My  itonHdeneu 
increased  when  the  Hi*st  witness,  the  clergyman  who  |K'rforme(| 
the  marriage!  ceremony,  stated  to  me  in  cross-examination  that  in 
visitin^j  Mi's.  Norton  he  entered  the  house  hy  the  sanie  private 
<hM)rwlii«-h  was  to  establish  the  clandcstinety  of  the  visits  of  Lord 
MellMturne,  and  that  '  he  did  so  without  any  improper  views 
upon  the  wife  of  his  friend.'  Here  there  was  a  loud  lau^h,  In 
which  judjje  and  jury  joined,  and  I  fi.'lt  that  the  verdict  was  in 
my  pocket.  Nevertheless  a  large  Iwhly  of  evideuct;  was  brought 
forward  which,  if  lu'lieved,  would  have  Imh^u  fatal ;  and  the 
plaintiff's  case  did  not  finish  till  past  six  in  the  evening. 

Being  somewhat  exhausteil,  and  afraid  that  the  jury  might  l)o 
80  too,  I  applied  for  an  adjournment,  which  was  luckily  refusiKJ, 
for  I  then  made  a  far  iK^tter  speech  for  effect  than  I  could  have 
niade  next  day. 

When  the  jury  gave  their  verdict  for  the  defendant  there  were 
shouts  of  applause  in  court  and  in  Westminster  Hall,  which  were 
heard  in  the  House  of  Commons,  then  sitting,  and  caused  a  great 
sensation  during  the  debate.    I  immediately  unrobed  and  entered 
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the  Houito,  Ah  I  imimmmI  from  thu  Uir  to  my  pluc;*]  I  wtut  received 
wiUi  imiiK'iiM!  vhtHum  fruni  our  nidn  und  a  ft>w  f'uiiit  oiitat  from  the 
other,  uttervd  by  TorivM  who  wiNhoil  to  rppol  thu  impiitution  that 
the  action  ww  ii  piirty  mnncniivn*.  I  cannot  wiy  with  whom  the 
action  originiittHl,  hut  I  do  iiver  thnt  it  wiw  tnlcon  up  with  ^roat 
eagornoHH  hy  tho  great  hulk  of  th«  Tory  party,  and  that  they 
were  numt  cruolly  mortifitNl  when  it  faiitil. 

rx)rd  MullKHirno  Hcnt  me  the  following  aclttiowlcHlgmcnt: 

■South  Hire«t,  Junn  23,  1H36 

'Mr  DEAR  ATTURmr :— I  writA  one  line  to  rsturn  you  my  boit  thanki  for 
jour  very  abln  and  nuccoMful  nxortion  of  l«Mt  niglil,  m  wnil  m  for  your  whoU 
conduct  of  ihn  (iuuhk.  I'ray  Hay  the  lamii  for  mo  to  H«<rj)iatit  Tull'ourd  and 
Mr.  Tliomgnr,  who  i  am  Murti  will  uxcumh  my  writing  to  thum  Mtiparululy. 

'I  hold  tlid  olitaiiiiiig  a  verdict  to  havu  bnon  a  iiiuHt  <liflicult  auhievemenl, 
coniiidaring  tho  |ir)>jiidiL'nii  both  g«nnral  and  pxrxonal  which  naturally  pro- 
va^ud  upon  thu  Nubjuct,  and  conNidxring  tho  latitudo  of  mfiirnncn  in  which 
Court*  of  Justice  thinlc  thumi*ulvoii  juMtitiod  in  imlulging  in  thtno  caHi>»,  and 
tho  roliancu  they  aru  diMpoxod  to  placu  upon  circuniMtancial  oviduncu,  both  of 
which  principloN  of  procoi'ding  miiHt,  I  fool  nortain,  ofton  load  to  groim  injuN- 
tice,  an  they  would  in  tho  present  casfl  if  tho  verdict  had  boon  the  other  way. 
Boliovo  me,  my  dear  Attorney,  your*  faithfully, 

'Melboukir.' 

The  AdtuiniHtrution,  insteud  of  being  overturned,  wiw  consid- 
eraljjy  strenglhcne*!  by  the  reHult. 

liut  in  the  llouw  of  Lords  we  were  ut  the  mercy  of  our 
upponcntH.  The  plan  laid  down  by  the  Opposition  thin  8C»sioa 
of  Purlianient — HyHtcraatically  acted  upon  und  not  disguised — 
was  to  obstruct  all  our  nitusures,  however  goml,  without  any 
discrimination,  and  if  they  could  not  be  decently  resisted  in  the 
Commons  to  smother  them  in  the  Upper  House.  Lyndhurst 
avowed  their  object  to  be  to  turn  against  Lord  Melbourne  a 
sentiment  of  William  III.  which  Lord  Melbourne  himself  had 
once  quoted  with  approbation,  that  *  while  there  were  debates 
about  the  best  form  of  government,  some  preferring  monarchy, 
some  aristocracy,  some  democracy,  he  would  not  pretend  to  decide 
between  them,  but  he  was  sure  that  the  worst  government  was 
that  which  could  not  carry  its  own  measures.'    So  bent  was 
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Lyii<lliiii>tt  nil  illuMtnitiii}(  lliin  luaxiiii  tliiit  lid  woul«l  not  uvfii 
nilow  HillM  to  |Ni<4M  wliicli  liiul  rn-civftl  [WVtt  oxprcHM  upprolHi- 
tidii.  For  (>xiiiii|ii(>,  tlicri!  whh  »  Hill  ot'  iiiiiu'  to  ultcr  the  iiuhIo 
of  n^viHitig  the  «>l«'«'toriil  liMt^,  nnd  to  lmvt>  tni  iNii'ii^^ti't'H ••otiMtiititly 
cmployiMJ  in  thin  work,  inMt«<a<l  of  MO  tor  u  |i>w  wcckM  in  th«' 
ytnir.  I  |iro|M)H4><|  privately  to  tli(>  OpiMwii ion  tliut  the  ten  Uir- 
riHtcrM  hIioiiIiI  1m>  niinicil  in  tli(>  Bill,  aiul  that  tlv<>  Hhoiiitl  hv 
ap|M)int(>(l  with  t\w  conru'iit  of  earli  Hi<|i>.  TIum  wun  agriHtj  to. 
Hir  Frt'<h'ri<!k  l*ollo<'k  naiin'<l  tluj  tive  (.'oiifM-rvativr.H  and  I  tin- 
flvc  IiilN>rulH,  and  the  ten  nani<>H  wciv  approved  l>y  t\w  ('otiunoiiH. 
But  wh(>n  th(>  iiill  wont  to  the  (Ip|N'r  IIoiimc,  Lyndhui'Ht  Hiiid 
'  he  wuH  no  iHirty  to  tho  nrraii};t>iii(>nt,  and  it  nliouid  not  pam.' 
He  waH  ar4  k'^**'  ^^'*  'li*^  word,  and  threw  it  out  on  the  ^H!<;ond 
reading. 

I  niUHt  wiy  that  our  party  waM  deploraltly  ill  otl*  tor  ,x«)ine  peer 
to  take  care  ofhiieh  Bills.  Lord  MellM)iirni>  would  ^ive  hiniM'lt' 
no  trouble  al)out  them.  They  woro  left  to  Diineiuinon,  who, 
though  a  man  of  exeeltent  ^otHJ  MMiHe,  wiw  wh(»lly  iiieomp«'tciit 
to  enter  the  lixtH  with  liyndhiii'Mt,  and  eontented  himnelf  gener- 
ally with  reading  the  title  of  the  Bill,  niovin<>'  that  it  Im>  reiul  a 
gceond  time,  and  when  it  wan  opposed  saying  :  '  Well,  my  Lords, 
if  your  lordships  object  to  the  Bill,  it  would  Im>  vain  for  ine  to 
press  it,  and  therefore  I  withdraw  it.'  *  fii  this  way  si-veral 
other  unexeeptionable  Bills,  which  I  nirried  up  t<»  th(!  Lords  for 
the  corrtM'tion  of  mistakes  in  the  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
and  other  such  useful  j)urposes,  met  their  fate.  When  I  privately 
remonstrated  with  Lyndhurst  on  the  subject,  he  laugtied  and 
joked  very  agreeably,  but  ri'inainetl  inexorable. 

To  another  Bill,  *  for  regulating  (Charities,'  I  thought  he  would 
be  shaintH.!  out  of  his  opposition  by  a  public  exposur(>.     Accord- 


*  It  is  curious  enough  tliat  within  a  wcok  at'tnr  writing  thm  I  mot  Lord 
Duncannon  at  Brooks'H,  and,  talking  of  Ellnnhorough,  Goveriior-Gonoral  of 
India,  he  said,  '  EUenborough  in  a  man  of  extraordinary  industry.  Ho  uuod 
to  read  all  the  Bills  and  all  the  Blue  Buokrt.  When  wo  were  in  office,  and 
Government  Bills  canto  up  that  I  knew  nothing  about,  I  usnd  to  ask  him 
what  they  meant,  and  he  would  take  me  into  the  library  and  explain  them 
to  me.' 
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iiig  to   \\\n  Uu'tif**,  li«-  K'tiiriuil   thiH  Hill    to  tlii>  OoiiinioiM  m) 

dniiiiigf^l  tliiit  \\i>  litiiM  not  iwtt'pt  it  ill  itM  ultt>n><l  form.     Wo 

Hciit  ti  iii«'N4iij(i>  to  iIm'  I.i>i')N  tiiitt  w«'  iliwi^^n'iil  to  their  iuihmkU 

moiitu ;  iiiiii  w*'  IiikI  '»t  iiiuiiy  i'iiiiIi'I'i'iktm  witli  tlu'iii,  in  which 

the  i'orn>H|M>ii<l«*iiit>  was  Wy  written  n'ltviiH,  thiit  we  hiul  either 

toih'op  the  Hill  altogether  or  to  iwlopt  the  next  |ir<H*«>4liire  iM'tweeii 

th«  two  lIoiiM'rt — on  itjM'ii  t^onj'i-rfiii'i' — \\lii'r«>  the  delnite  Wiw  tut 

1)0  ctirriiMl  on  ifii^d  mxv.     Thin  had  ialleii  into  <|eHiietii<|e  for  n 

contiiry.     I   wiw  in  favor  of  the  o|n>ii  eonfer«>ne(>,  an«l    (   wim 

ap|H)int(Ml  oiii>  of  the  inanaiferM  for  the  Coniiiionrt.      We  met  thii 

niunu(;erM  for  the  Ij4>r<lrt,  ui><i   hiul  a  lon^  fHttmut;  without  any 

eonvcrtM  )M<in^  made  on  eitlii-r  nide.      I  had  thi*  honor  to  annwor 

liord  KllenlNiroii^h^imd  with  due  d<><'onim  I  ventured  to  i^huien 

at  th»  olMti'uetivo  t!«turM«>  which  their  lonlMhi|M4  were  piirHiiiny;. 

However,  they  iiiMiHti)*!  on  their  amendments  aixl  we  could  do 

no  more. 

At  the  eoiuiliiHion  t>f  (he  HesHion,  liVtidhurHt  in  ii  dit'lamntoiT 

spcei'h  tcM)k  u  review  of  it,  Hhowin^  how  little  hnd  U'en  done, 

comparing  Mellmuriio  to  Canlinal  Wolney,  and   hin  |)ronuNe  at 

the  lK>ginning  of  the  sesMlon  with  hif*  |H>rf«irnianc<>  in  the  course 

of  it— 

Hi«  proinuoM  wmki,  an  Im  tluiti  wn«— iiiiKhly  ; 
Rut  hii  pflrrnrinanc^  an  hn  in  now — nothing 

He  likewiHu  did  me  the  liouor  to  intrtKliicu  my  name  Heverul 
timcH,  and  to  talk  of  the  liadical  propcnHitios  of  the  Whig 
Attoruey-Cienerul . 

LEri'EUS   TO   HIU   OKOIiUE   OAMFUKIJ.    IN    TIIK    YKAIl    1836. 

Court  of  Kxche«iuor,  Siitunlay,  April  22,  l«3fl. 

...  I  wish  for  promotion  nmch  more  from  what  I  should 
avoid  than  what  I  should  gain.  The  har  Inus  now  l)ccomc  inoHt 
irksome  to  me,  and  my  duties  are  too  much  for  any  individual. 

I  am  waiting  here  to  my  great  annoyance  till  a  ciuise  in  which 
I  am  is  cullc<l,  and  I  shall  vttry  likely  be  summoned  to  the 
King's  Bench  before  it  comes  on.     But  I  have  a  very  agreeable 
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dinner  in  proepeot  at  the  Royal  Academy,  the  only  pleasant  pub- 
1^  dinner  during  the  year.    You  dine  in  the  great  picture  room, 
and  the  (lite  of  London  society  is  present.     In  the  evening  I 
mean  to  go  to  the  Lord  Chancellor's  lev6e. 
Follett,  poor  fellow,  is  again  ill,  and  unable  to  come  into  court. 

King'ti  Bench,  May  23. 1836. 

...  I  was  occupied  all  lawt  week  (our  supposed  holidays) 
with  Lord  Breadalbanc's  appeal  before  the  House  of  Lords.  T 
had  the  satisfaction  to  please  my  client.  He  said  I  had  argued 
it  for  him  like  a  friend  and  a  clansman,  and  Lady  Breadalbane 
flattered  me  very  agreeably  in  her  narration  of  the  account  she 
had  received  of  my  exertions.  I  was  in  a  honid  funk  before 
I  began  to  reply.  I  am  at  tinies  as  nervous  as  when  I  was  first 
called  to  the  bar. 

I  suppose  Melbourne's  affair  has  reached  you.  The  action  U 
going  on,  and  I  am  to  have  the  honor  of  defending  him. 

King's  Bench,  May  28, 1836. 

...  I  was  at  the  lev6c  yesterday  and  presented  a  petition 
from  Edinburgh.  From  the  King's  manner  I  really  believe  he 
thought  it  was  for  tlie  abolition  of  the  peerage,  as  he  seemed 
much  startled ;  but  if  he  read  it  (as  I  dare  say  he  had  the  curi- 
osity to  do),  he  would  find  it  conceived  in  terms  of  the  most 
fervid  loyalty,  praying  his  Majesty  to  become  patron  of  the 
National  Monument. 

We  dined  yesterday  at  Holland  House  and  had  a  veiy  gra- 
cious reception  from  'her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Madagascar' 
Her  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  order  me  to  take  her  out 
to  dinner  in  presence  of  men  of  much  higher  rank.  Such  are 
the  topics  to  which  I  am  reduced  in  these  quiet  times,  but  wo 

shall  have  a  storm  very  soon. 

May  31, 1836. 

.  .  .  We  are  going  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  grand  ball 
on  Friday.  We  have  our  christening  on  Saturday,  and  on  Mon- 
day we  go  to  the  Duchess  of  Kent's.  So  you  see  in  the  midst 
of  our  troubles  we  are  very  ^ray  / 
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.  .  .  Having  dividud  this  morning  at  three,  I  drove  by  day- 
light to  Devonshire  House  and  carried  the  news  of  the  majority. 
Mary  was  impatiently  expecting  me,  and  the  tide  of  fashion 
continued  to  make  for  half  an  hour. 

Little  Cecilia  is  to  be  christened  to-day,  by  a  bishop  too — the 
Bishop  o*  Durham,  Maltby,  who  is  an  old  private  friend  of 
mine ;  but  I  have  some  scruples,  and  I  doubt  whether  this  be  in 
the  true  spirit  of  our  ancestor  the  Marquis  of  Argyle :  *  /  hoie 
popery  and  prelacy  and  all  superdition  whatsomever.' 

HoaRe  of  Oomraons,  June  16, 1836. 

.  .  ,  Melbourne's  trial  now  weighs  upon  my  mind.  It  pre- 
sents an  aspect  more  and  more  disagreeable,  although  I  believe  in 
the  defendant's  protestation  of  innocence.  He  attended  a  con- 
sultation on  his  case  yesterday  at  my  house.  He  proposed  that 
his  counsel  should  come  to  South  Street  or  Downing  Street;  but 
I  would  make  no  exception  in  favor  of  the  Premier  to  the  rule 
that  the  client  must  come  to  the  counsel. 

House  of  Commons,  June  23, 1836. 

.  .  .  You  will  rejoice  very  much  in  the  verdict  in  favor  of  Mel- 
bourne. This  is  the  most  brilliant  event  in  my  career.  I  am 
almost  suffocated  with  congratulations. 

When  I  left  the  Conmion  Pleas  last  night  I  heard  the  House 
of  Commons  was  still  sitting,  and  I  could  not  avoid  the  tempta- 
tion of  showing  myself.  The  House  was  crowded,  and  the 
moment  I  showed  myself  at  the  bar  the  cheering  began,  and  I 
walked  up  to  my  i)laoe  in  the  midst  of  the  most  rapturous  plau- 
dits. The  Tories  even  affected  to  cheer,  although  the  result  was 
a  deep  disappointment  to  them. 

Had  the  verdict  been  the  other  way,  it  would  most  probably 
before  long  have  brought  about  a  change  of  Government.  Mel- 
bourne must  have  resigned,  and,  if  he  hatl  continued  in  office, 
the  stain  upon  his  character  would  most  essentially  have  weak- 
ened the  Administration. 
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I  poiiEicil  u  hurrid  day,  and  huccch!!!  i»  nut  u  ccM-reHponding  rewaixl 
for  uiy  anxiety.  I  did  not  till  the  last  know  what  Hort  of  case 
was  to  be  made  against  us,  or  how  it  was  to  be  encountered.  I 
was  not  at  all  in  a  good  state  of  mind  or  stomach  when  my  turn 
came  to  address  the  jury,  and  I  was  under  the  most  exquisitely 
painful  apprehension  that  I  might  not  be  able  to  do  my  duty. 

However  I  got  through  very  well,  and  at  all  events  jieople 
judge  by  the  event.  I  conduct<>d  the  examination  of  the  wit- 
nesses with  great  tact,  and  my  siKjeeh,  though  irregular,  was 
effective.  To  get  a  verdict,  the  way  is  not  to  consider  how  your 
speech  will  read  when  reported*,  but  to  watch  the  juiy,  and  to 
push  any  advantage  you  may  make,  disreganling  irregularities 
and  repetitions. 

House  of  CommonH,  June  24,  1836. 

...  I  am  like  the  Duke  of  Wellington  after  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  not  knowing  how  great  a  victory  hjid  been  achieved. 
I  am  absolutely  overwhelmed  by  compliments  amd  civilities,  and 
everybody  says  (what  I  did  not  believe)  that  my  speech  was 
admirable.  I  did  not  expect  more  than  that  I  had  got  off  with- 
out discredit,  having  some  idai  from  the  successful  result. 

After  giving  you  many  a  melancholy  effmion  when  I  despaired 
of  ever  doing  any  good  in  my  profession,  1  think  it  right  to  give 
you  some  account  of  my  present  palmy  state.  Party  feeling,  you 
may  suppose,  is  the  great  cause  of  the  excitement,  and  of  the 
commendations  bestowed  upon  me.  There  were  the  most  serious 
apprehensions,  and  a  deliverance  from  these  gives  a  very  joyous 
feeling.  Indeed  it  is  truly  said  tliat  so  much  never  before 
depended  upon  any  civil  trial  in  an  £nglish  court. 

July  3, 1836. 

...  I  am  rejoiced  to  think  that  our  children  ore  running 
about  happily  together.  This  must  be  exquisite  weather  for  St. 
Andrews.  I  am  just  returned  from  Holland  House,  where  Maiy 
and  I  have  been  dining.  Both  my  Lord  and  my  Lady  most 
extravagantly  praised  my  efforts  in  the  great  cause.  It  is  curious 
that  Melbourne  him.<oli"  liu.>^  not  said  a  word  to  me  on  the  subject 
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since  the  trial.  Yet  last  night  at  Holland  House  ho  spontaneously 
and  freely  s{)oke  about  the  trial  to  Talfourd,  and  said  the  Attor- 
ney-General's speec^h  iis  a  forcnsio  display  was  equal  to  anything 
in  ancient  or  modern  times. 

July  20, 1836. 

...  It  delights  me  very  much  to  think  of  my  two  girls  being 
with  you  at  St.  Andrews.  They  write  us  long  and  lively  accounts 
of  all  their  proticetlings.  Loo  is  particularly  touching  in  her 
account  of  Cupar,  where  her  father  lived  when  a  boy,  and  Cupar 
pulpit  in  which  her  grandfather  so  often  preached  and  was  so 
much  liked. 

lam  going  to  Huntingdon  to-morrow,  and  thence  to  Cambridge. 

Huntingdon,  July  23, 1836. 

...  I  have  won  my  cause  here,  which  excited  great  local 
interest,  being  a  prosecution  by  the  Conservative  association 
against  the  leader  of  the  Reformers  in  this  county  for  a  con- 
spiracy to  put  bad  votes  on  the  register. 

I  am  now  going  to  Cambridge  to  try  whether  a  child  is  the 
illegitimate  child  of  a  lady  who  is  the  plaintifP,  or  the  legitimate 
child  of  a  gentleman  who  is  the  defendant.  There  has  not  been 
such  a  case  since  Solomon's  time.  I  know  not  whether  Chief 
Justice  Tindal  will  follow  the  example  of  the  wisest  of  men  and 
order  the  child  to  be  cut  in  two. 

House  of  Coramons,  August  1, 1836. 

...  I  have  had  a  delightful  trip  to  Erlwood,  which  we  had 
all  to  ourselves,  the  Curreys  being  at  Abinger. 

Cissy,  just  a  year  old,  runs  after  the  chickens  with  the  most 
intense  earuestu&ss  and  delight.  Dudley  is  a  giant  in  miniature. 
Fred,  Hally  and  I  shot  with  the  bow  and  ran  races — and  I 
could  beat  them  hollow  in  both  exercises. 

Liverpool,  August  20. 1836. 

...  I  cannot  return  to  the  South  without  giving  you  a  line. 
I  am  unexpectedly  released  here  by  a  juryman  being  taken  ill 
during  the  trial.     This  circumstance  led  to  a  compromise. 
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I  aiL  exceedingly  delighted  to  think  that  my  labors  and  cares 
are  over  for  this  campaign.  I  do  not  much  like  si)ecial  retainers, 
as  they  are  attended  with  so  much  responsibility  and  anxiety. 
It  is  full  time  that  I  should  be  released  from  the  wrangling  of 
the  bar,  but  of  this  there  is  no  longer  any  prospect. 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


After  the  prorogation,  having  made  a  tour  round  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  passed  some  weeks  at  Hayling  Island,  and  put  my  eldest 
son  to  school  at  Eton,  I  went  to  the  North  in  a  Dundee  steamer, 
and  paid  a  delightful  visit  to  my  brother  at  Edenwood,  now 
become  Sir  George  Campbell ;  and,  what  is  better,  living  in  the 
highest  state  of  domestic  happiness  with  a  beautiful  woman  for 
his  wife  and  surrounded  by  five  lovely  children. 

I  here  very  unexpectedly  received  an  invitation  to  a  dinner  to 
be  given  to  me  at  Cupar  by  my  native  county,  where  I  did  not 
look  to  be  at  all  honored  as  a  prophet.  However  this  turned 
out  to  be  a  sort  of  miniature  representation  of  the  Grey  Festival 
at  Edinburgh.  St.  Andrews,  Cupar,  Kirkcaldy,  Kinghorn  and 
all  the  royal  burghs  in  the  county  voted  me  the  freedom  of  their 
corporation,  now  to  be  presented  by  deputations.  Thoy  all 
formed  a  grand  procession  and  conducted  me  in  triumph  over 
the  bridge  across  the  Eden,  past  the  house  where  I  was  born,  on 
to  the  Cross,  and  so  I  was  placed  under  a  canopy  in  the  Town 
Hall.  But  when  the  addresses  began  I  was  so  affected  that  I 
could  only  sob  vioh  ntly,  and  the  more  I  tried  to  command  my 
feelings  I  sobbed  the  more.  The  memory  of  my  father  came 
across  me,  and  I  thought  with  myself  what  his  sensations  would 
have  been  if  he  could  have  witnessed  the  scene.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly uncertain  as  to  being  melted  to  teqderneas  or  remaining 
firm.  Sometimes,  hearing  the  most  painful  intelligence  and  suf- 
fering the  utmost  mental  agony,  I  do  not  shed  a  tear.  At  other 
times,  when  I  ought  hardly  to  be  at  all  touched,  I  cry  like  a 
child.  Military  music  makes  a  great  impression  upon  my  nerves, 
and  some  airs  give  me  an  almost  irresistible  inclination  to  ten- 
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derness.  On  this  oocawion  the  music,  I  believe,  asHintcd  to  over- 
come me.  However,  all  was  ascribed  to  '  goodness  of  heart,' 
and  no  eloquence  (Hjuld  have  more  ingratiatr<l  nie  with  my  fel- 
low townsmen.  After  dinner  I  rallied,  and  made  an  ai)propriate 
speech  about  the  banks  of  the  Eden  and  the  Lomond  Hills. 
My  name  was  coupled  in  some  of  the  toasts  with  that  of  Wilkie 
the  painter,  who  was  born  within  three  miles  of  Cupar.  I  was 
amusetl  by  a  sly  remark  in  my  ear  from  Drinkwater  Bethune, 
representative  of  the  family  of  the  Cardinal,  that  Stratheden 
appeared  to  have  been  so  overcropped  by  pro<lucing  two  such 
great  men  nearly  at  the  same  time,  that  nothing  but  dullness 
could  be  exjK'cted  from  it  for  a  century  to  come. 

On  my  return  to  Edinburgh  I  met  my  constituents  in  the 
Waterloo  rooms,  and  I  paid  oif  in  full  my  debt  to  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst.  I  took  a  review  of  the  last  session,  adding  a  review  of 
his  conduct.  As  to  his  reproach  that  we  had  carried  none  of 
our  Bills,  I  said  he  was  like  a  man  who  should  murder  all  our 
innocent  babts  and  then  taunt  us  with  being  childless.  I  enum- 
eratecl  the  Bills  of  mine  that  he  liad  murdered.  I  mentioned 
one  little  one  to  which  I  was  particularly  attached,  and  which  I 
went  down  on  my  knees  to  implore  him  to  spare — 

— uiiam,  minimamque  relinque, 
De  multU  minimam,  poseo.* 

But  the  fatal  arrow  flew,  and  it  was  laid  prostrate  with  its  bleed- 
ing brothers.  In  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  he  had  talked 
of  *  the  prudence  and  discretion  of  Sir  John  Campbell,'  and  I 
concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  I  had  preserved  my  repu- 
tation in  his  eyes,  and  that  he  would  not  change  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  as  he  had  on  every  other. 

He  has  never  since  attacked  me  or  boasted  of  his  own  consis- 
tency. My  speech  was  not  only  printed  in  all  the  newspapers, 
but  it  passed  through  several  editions  in  the  shape  of  a  pamph- 


*  Ovid's  Metamorphotet,  VI.  vii.  33,  34. 
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Jet  and  was  copiously  (liHtributtnl  by  ordera  of  our  Secretary  of 
tl>e  Treasury.* 

I  believe  it  was  this  speech  which  induced  some  students  at 
Glasgow  a  few  weeks  after  to  put  me  up  for  the  office  of  Lord 
Rector  of  the  University.  But  I  had  a  very  powerful  opponent — 
no  less  a  person  than  Sir  Ro})ert  Peel — and  Conservatism  was 
makiiig  great  progress  among  the  professors,  who  exertc<l  thcnj- 
selves  to  the  utmost  against  me.  When  it  came  to  the  delation 
I  had  only  one  nation,  and  he  had  three.  At  his  installation, 
however,  he  spoke  very  handsomely  of  me,  and  said  *  it  addc<i 
to  the  glory  of  his  triumph  that  he  had  been  preferral  to  a  man 
who  was  justly  considered  a  credit  to  his  country.'  I  wrote  him 
a  letter  of  thanks  for  his  civility,  and  received  a  very  polite  reply. 

While  in  Scotland  I  had  been  kept  in  a  state  of  constant 
bustle  and  excitement;  but  I  enjoyed  an  interval  of  tranquillity 
on  my  return  to  London.  November  term  was  a  |)eriod  of  (com- 
parative relaxntion,a8  Parliament  was  not  sitting.  No  attendance 
in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  evening,  no  distraction  from 
pleading  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  morning.  I  never  while 
at  the  bar  had  anyone  to  answer  cases  for  me  or  to  assist  me  in 
getting  up  special  arguments.  When  I  had  pupils  I  found  I 
was  rather  embarrassed  than  forwarded  by  their  attempts  at  help, 


*  LETTER   FROM    LORD  JOHN    RUSSELL. 

'  Brocket  Hall,  October  27, 1836. 

'  My  dear  Attorney  : — I  ara  sorry  to  have  missed  you  yesterday,  but  I  was 
kept  till  past  six  at  the  palace.  .  .  .  I  admired,  with  all  the  world,  your  excel- 
lent speech  at  Edinburgh,  and  I  wish  you  would  have  ih  printed  in  a  cheap 
form,  for  the  diflfusion  of  the  useful  knowledge  it  contains.    Yours  truly, 

'J.  Russell.' 

extract    from   a    letter   to  sir  QEORQE   OAUPbELL 

November  3, 1836. 

.  .  .  After  some  delay  Lord  Melbourne  has  ordered  my  speech  to  be  pub- 
lished and  distributed,  and  yesterday  he  sent  Cowper,  his  private  secretary, 
to  speak  about  it.  I  should  be  as  well  pleased  that  it  were  forgotten.  I  have 
no  pleasure— although  not  much  pain — in  being  abused. 
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except  of  course  In  preparing  written  plenilingH.  The  official 
business  unconnocte<l  with  Parliament  was  not  heavy.  When 
Sir  Samuel  Shepherd  was  Attorney-General  he  gave  up  \m  pri- 
vate practice  entirely,  and  went  about  to  all  the  public  offif-es  to 
offer  them  verbal  ttdvi(«  when  he  was  sent  for ;  but  this  had  been 
corrected  by  Sir  James  Scarlett  and  other  intervening  law-officerx. 
Upon  departmental  matters  I  was  never  consultctl  exci'[)t  by  a 
written  case  regularly  laid  before  the  law-officei"s  for  their  o)  !nion. 
Not  unfrequently  I  had  conferences  with  the  Prime  Minister,  or 
the  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on  general  measures,  and 
sometimes  I  was  called  in  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Cabinet. 

My  first  appearance  as  assessor  to  this  august  conclave  was  in 
Lord  Grey's  time  when  the  question  was  whether  there  should 
be  a  prosecution  for  a  libel  written  by  Daniel  O'Connell  in  an 
Irish  newspaper.  I  was  strong  against  the  prosecution,  but  I 
was  overruled,  I  suppose  by  the  influence  of  Stanley.  Lord 
Grey  himself  was  never  averse  to  severe  measures  on  the  other 
side  of  St.  George's  Channel.  They  all  afterwards  most  heartily 
regretted  that  my  advice  had  not  been  foUowal. 

I  must  observe  that  there  is  a  great  inclination  in  all  govern- 
ments to  prosecute  the  press.  I  know  that  the  prosecutions  for 
which  Sir  James  Scarlett  was  so  much  blamed  while  he  was 
Attorney-General  were  forced  upon  him  by  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, who  of  all  men  might  have  been  expected  to  despise 
personal  abuse.  Our  people  never  cared  for  that,  but  I  have 
been  repeatedly  obliged  to  discountenance  prosecutions  for 
sedition  and  blasphemy,  which  I  am  sure  would  have  been 
injurious. 

On  the  Slst  of  January,  1837,  Parliament  met,  and  from  that 
time  I  hatl  labor  cast  upon  me  which  I  could  only  have  gone 
through  from  the  combination  of  great  strength  of  constitution 
and  great  temperance. 

The  Royal  Speech  contained  a  recommendation  to  the  two 
Houses  *  to  consult  upon  such  further  measures  as  might  give 
increased  stability  to  the  Established  Church  and  produce 
concord  and  goo<l  will.'     This  was   meant  to  introduce  the 
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measure  for  the  abolition  of  Chun;h  rateM,  uiul  providing  for  the 
repair  of  (ihurcht^  und  the  pro|)t'r  (iclchmtion  of  Divino  worHhip 
from  tlio  improved  manugcment  ut'  Church  IiuuIh.  The  forth- 
coming mooMurc  hod  lK>cn  communiciUcKl  to  me  Homi;  monthn 
before,  nud  T  highly  upproviil  of  it.  In  truth  it  was  cnly 
extending  to  ICnglund  the  provi»)ionH  of  Stunley'rt  fumouH  'ItiHh 
Church  TemponilticH  IJill.'  The  secret  nn)tive  for  intrcMluuing 
it  was  to  \)\eme  the  Pingli»4h  DissenterH,  on  whom  our  Government 
a  good  deal  relied,  and  wlio  chimored  very  much  ulxMit  the 
hardHliip  of  l)cing  compelknl  to  contribute  to  the  cxpenbe  of  a 
worship  of  which  they  diwapprovi-d.  As  the  measure  de{)endcd 
much  on  the  exiHting  law  re8i)ecting  Church  ratcH  and  Church 
property  in  England,  I  was  specially  otxlered  to  be  aiding  and 
assisting  in  carrying  it. 

Unfortunately  the  intrcKluction  of  it  was  loft  to  Spring  Rice, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  could  not  siKx-essfuUy 
handle  a  8ubje<;t  of  such  magnitude.  When  he  sat  down  Fpllett 
said  to  me,  *  The  Lord  has  delivered  you  into  our  hand ;  *  and 
all  England  was  instantly  in  a  flame.  Some  zealous  friends  of 
the  Church  were  really  alarmed,  and  there  was  a  furious  outbreak 
of  faction. 

The  regular  debate  came  on  after  the  interval  of  a  fortnight, 
and  the  Tories,  from  the  vantage-ground  they  had  gained,  put 
forth  all  their  strength.  FoUett  rose,  and  it  was  arranged  that 
he  should  be  answered  by  Poulett  Thompson,  then  a  member  of 
the  Cabinet  and  afterwards  Lord  Svdenham,  the  suctiessful 
Governor  of  Canada.  As  Follett  proceeded  with  great  force 
and  amid  nuich  cheering,  Thompson  said  to  me,  *I  cannot 
answer  this,'  and  he  retreated  into  the  library.  I  was  then 
pressed  into  the  service,  and  I  made  a  speech  in  answer  to  Follett. 
Within  just  bounds  I  was  sarcastic  on  Stanley^  reminding  him 
of  his  declaration  that  the  fund  arising  from  the  improvement 
of  Church  lands  brought  about  by  the  Legislature  belongs  to  the 
State,  and  insisting  that  a  measure  to  provide  for  the  repair  of 
churches  and  the  proper  celebration  of  Divine  worship  in 
England  from  such  a  fund  could  not  be  very  consistently  resisted 
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by  thu  uiitlior  of  tiiv  Irirtli  TeiiiiM>ruliti(>H  Act,  which,  liy  thu  very 
muiw  muuim,  uiidor  t\\v  very  Hntiic  im'tiiiiMtauoeH,  hail  efTetittid  the 
very  wune  object  in  the  wintor  kingdom. 

On  the  succt'ctling  night  Htnidcy  (^IowkI  the  dolMitc  in  a  very 
clever  8[)ccch  in  which  htt  attacked  nie  tnoHt  furinuHly  and  most 
unfairly.  I  waM  obliged  re|H>atedly  to  intttrrupt  him  and  to 
complain  of  liiM  nuHreiircHcntationM;  but  when  he  flntshed  it  wai) 
ptmt  three  in  the  morning,  the  Houh<>  wiih  impatient  for  a 
diviHion,  and  I  had  no  op{)ortitnity  of  In'ing  lieard  in  my  vindi- 
aition.  In  (;on)iequen(%  I  publiKhed  a  pamphlet  in  the  Hha|)e  of 
*A  Letter  to  I^ord  Stanley  on  the  liivw  of  Church  UntcH,'  which 
went  through  many  editionw  and  culled  forth  many  answers.  I 
took  great  pains  with  it,  and  had  a  high  compliment  for  it  from 
tlie  Rev.  Sydney  Smith,  who  Haiti  it  was  *an  excellent  siMJcimen 
of  Liberal  juridictd  reiMoning  and  of  genuine  Anglicism,  neither 
to  be  expected  from  a  Scot.' 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  that  the  law  which  I  there 
laid  down,  and  which  was  so  furiously  assailed  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  and  of  the  Exchequer 
ChamlKjr,  and  it  is  ik)w  universally  a<lmitted  that  church-wardens 
eanuot  make  a  valid  Church  ratt^  without  the  assent  of  the 
vestry ;  that  if  the  vestry  refuse  to  make  a  Church  rate,  there  is 
no  practicable  mode  of  compelling  theni ;  and  that  it  is  only  a 
Church  rate  made  by  a  majority  of  the  vestry  which  ia  valid  and 
may  be  lawfully  enforced. 

The  second  reading  was  carried,  but,  the  outcry  against  the 
measure  being  so  loud,  it  was  necessarily  abandoned.  The  con- 
sequence is  that  Church  rates  continue  an  inexhaustible  source 
of  litigation,  animosity  and  confusion,  and  still  bring  an  odium 
upon  the  Establishment  from  which  I  was  sincerely  desirous  to 
relieve  it.  The  attempt  very  much  damaged  our  party  and 
liastened  our  downfall.* 


*  Scpteinbei;  ISGO — Since  IS^ifi  a  Bill  for  entirely  abolishing  Ciiurch  rates, 
without  any  Bubctituto,  has  been  annually  passed  by  the  Commons  ami  rpjected 
by  the  Loi'U—when,  eoii^istently  with  all  I  liacl  .said  on  the  siiLjlm.i  iljowh  re, 
I  votud  with  tlie  majority,  as  such  abolition  without  any  substitute  is  upoliation. 
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W<!  had  a  M>uM)iiul)U!  divviitioii  in  tliv  ((iKHtiiiii  of  Piirliu- 
luonUiry  |>rivil(>((i>  which  now  Hpnui^  U|>,  iiii«l  on  which  IN-«'I,  to 
hiH  honor,  Kplit  with  hiH  \mrty.  Th»y,  riin»'<irou'*ly  hatinj;  ti  rt'- 
forniod  IIous(>  of  CornnionM  in  whi<'h  they  were  Htill  ti  utinority, 
would  havu  U'cn  )|;lud  to  hcc  it  degraded  and  di.«^i'af('tl.  IIc> 
manfully  hU»kI  up  for  the  constitutional  |N»wcrf*  and  priviicgcM 
of  that  iu<Hcnd)ly  of  which  he  waM  then  the  nior«t  diHtinguiHhitl 
niendM-r,  and  the  (U'ternunation  of  which  h<>  perhapri  forcMiw  he 
should  ere  long  he  ahle  to  control  at  his  pleasure. 

The  grand  (picMtion  wiuh  'whether  an  a<-tion  for  a  HIm'I  could 
be  nutintiuuHl  ugaiuHt  th(>  printer  of  the  House  of  CoinnionH  for 
publishing  their  pr«K'ceding«  by  their  authority.' 

It  firut  arose  at  Nisi  Prius,  Iniforu  Lord  Denrnan,  in  an  action 
brought  by  a  publisher  of  obscene  books,  of  the  name  of  8t(K-k- 
dulc,  for  un  allegeil  libel  in  U  Ilepoit  of  Inspectors  of  I'risons, 
ordere<l  to  be  printed  by  tlie  House,  wliich  stated  that  an  c>bscene 
book  published  by  him  had  been  circulated  among  the  prisoni'rn 
in  Newgate. 

The  brief  for  the  defendant  *  in  this  cause  was  brought  to  me 
two  days  only  before  the  trial,  and  tlien  I  heard  of  it  for  the 
Drst  time.  I  relied  upon  a  plea  of  justification  that  the  book  iixih 
obnoenc,  (-ontending  at  the  same  time  that  the  authority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  wa.s,  at  all  events,  a  defence.  The  jury 
found  the  s{K-ciaI  [)lea  in  my  favor,  and  tin;  judge  might  easily 
liave  avoided  giving  any  opinion  U|M)n  the  ciuestiou  of  privilege, 
in  whi(!h  case  it  would  have  quietly  gone  off  to  rest.  But  he 
chose  to  diiliver  a  strong  tiratle  against  the  House  of  Commons 
for  ordering  to  be  publishetl  what  might  be  injurious  to  the 
character  of  others,  and  u  peremptory  opinion  that  their  authority 
did  not  amount  to  any  defence. 

I  brought  the  matter  before  the  House,  and  a  Select  Com- 
mittee wan  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  consisting  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  Lord  John  Russell,  Lord  Howick,  Lord  Stanley, 
Sir  James  Graham,  Serjeant  Wilde,  Mr.  O'Connell,  Sir  William 
Foliett  and  Sir  Robert  Inglis.     With  the  exception  of  the  laet- 
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iiniiic«l  iii>ni)M<r,  wu  ull  UKnttl  in  a  Il«'|N>rt,(lmwii  ii|>  by  kSvrj«>unt 
WiUli'i  Ntroii^ly  iiKfM>rtin(;  tliu  |»rKili>){i!  lA'  tint  ( .'oinnioiiit  to  |»iil>- 
IIhIi  wliitt  t\wy  thought  lit  (of  tin;  iiiioriiiatioii  of  thu  |M'o|i|t>,  iiiul 
iiiHiHtiiiK  on  the  itnniunity  of  th«>ir  M'rvantH  acting  iiikIit  their 
ortU'rH.    Tln»  lIouMMulopttHl  thi'  U*>|M)i-t  \>y  ii  vc^ry  liir^K  majority.* 

IVnding  thoM>  pnHrtNlingM  Mr.  Ht<M-l<(liik>,  cncnuragetl  hy  thu 
(Jhiof  JuKtic^'V  law,  lit'«tngiit  another  arfion  in  rfniK-f-t  of  another 
copy  of  the  Hanic  Ko|)ort,  which  h(>  cau>M><l  Imh  Hon  to  piirchaMe. 

What  wiiH  thu  I(ou!M>  to  do?  Hither  at  once  to  M>n<l  Mr. 
8tocl«lale  to  Newgate,  wiOi  all  who  should  lUHMiHt  him  in  prose- 
cuting hiH  action,  or  to  uppcir  and  plead,  and  trust  t«>  the  court 
deciding  in  favor  of  privilcf/t;  notwitliHtanding  L«»rd  Dcnman'H 
ill-conHideretl  d(>(;luruti(m  ?  I  wa«  to  tlwide.  To  lowen  mv  re- 
Hponxihility,  as  (Iuh  wan  no  party  <pieKtion,  I  ctdled  upon  Peel  and 
asked  his  o[>inion.  I[c  wom  very  civil  to  mc,  hut  said  that  the 
mutter  was  so  im[H)rtant  it  should  Im>  decided  l>y  the  (^tl)inet.  A 
Cabinet  wjh  accordingly  cjilled,  which  I  attended ;  but  they  merely 
said  they  would  go  by  my  advice.  Had  it  Im'cu  rcn  iii/n/ra  I 
should  not  have  hesitated  tu  pr(H;eed  hrevi  mftnu  by  commit- 
me:.t,  without  running  the  risk  of  bringing  a  great  question  of 
cutiHtitutional  law  l)cfore  Lord  Dennian  and  Justit^M  Littknlule, 
Patteson,  Williams  and  Coleridge.  Rut  in  the  late  ciuse  (tf  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  who  institute*!  an  action  against  Speaker 
Abl)ott,  the  House  had  desired  the  Attorn(y-(Jeneral  to  apjHuir 
and  defend ;  public  opinion,  guide<l  by  the  press,  was  rather 
against  us;  and  I,  bond  fide,  believed  ourcjjsc  to  be  so  go(Ml  that 
we  must  Ihj  safe  in  the  hands  of  any  judt^es.  Accordingly,  on 
tlie  8th  of  June,  after  a  sjieech  of  considerable  length.  In  which 
I  enteral  into  the  authorities  and  precedents  in  point,  I  move<l 
a  resolution  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  'that  the  peti- 
tioner (the  defendant)  be  allowed  to  appear  and  plead  to  the 
action,  and  that  the  Attorney-General  be  instructed  to  defend 
the  action  with  a  view  to  the  privileges  of  the  House.'  Sir  Robert 
Peel,  ir)  rather  a  Jesuitical  manner,  regretted  that  the  House 
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nhoiiM  not  lit  i»iiii>  vimiH-ut*'  itn  uiithnrity  hy  i«l«t|i|tiii((  the  iw*ti))ii, 
iilthnii^h  h«<  would  not  n>«*«»nuni>ii«l  thiit  coiirMo  iit1li<r  tlu>  n|n>i>4'|i 
of  tlii>  Attonu>y-(}iMii>nil.  II|miii  th«>  ((•>ni*nii  i|ii<<Ntion  h«'  vi>ry 
ndminilily  vindiciititl  thi>  privilt'^iw  oC  till*  IIoiimo,  Lonl  John 
UuMH'll  i«ii|>|>«)rt('(l  my  motion  on  tli<>  |iart  of  the  (Jovcrniui'nt, 
and  it  wom  ciirrinl  without  it  diviititin. 

In  olMMlicntt*  to  t\w  onli>rH  hiid  u(N)n  nic,  I  im^imriMi  »  M|M><'iiil 
ploti  to  the  lU'tion  on  lh<>  ground  of  priv !!(>);(>,  and  thin  wii^ 
domurnti  to  hy  th<>  pliiinlitY'.  The  iir(;um«>nt  oii^ht  to  hiivc  itiiiit' 
on  in  th(>  Kin^'M  It^'urh  immctliiitrly,  hut,  on  uifoiint  of  the 
grcitt  urrriirH  of  huMint'MM  in  that  omrt,  th<>  t'liMt*  wiis  not  iviirhtil 
in  itM  turn  till  th<>  month  of  April,  1H<)I).  I  iMiiployrd  nil  th(> 
Ivinun^  I  <H>uld  conimiind  during;  thr  intcrviil  in  preparing  my 
ufKumrnt,  whi«'h  wim  th(>  longest,  if  not  tln'  mont  rlulNinit)',  cvit 
deliveriHl  in  WoMtmiiiMt^r  Hall. 

Jf  the  rri^n  of  William  IV.  had  Imh'ii  prolon^id  a  t'vw  iiionths 
ho  would  havt'  viijovhI  thr  plfiwiin*  of  forming  a  Tory  (lovmi- 
mcnt  without  ditliculty.  Tin  Whi^K,  a  minority  in  the  (Ippcr 
Houm>,  hud  not  ii  'working  niaj<»rity'  in  tho  Lower.  While  the 
Court  wiw  Mtronjriy  «Kii'">*^  them,  they  wer«^  without  any  |)opuIar 
oounter|)oiM>,  and  their  fall  Hcemed  inevitahle.  Hut  liord  ^^el- 
Ixmrne  wan  ulmut  to  hc«!  u  eliun^e  which  wan  to  him  moMt  iuih- 
piciouH. 

On  the  20th  of  .June,  IH.'I?,  died  his  Majesty  Kliiff  William 
IV.  Without  (Hlueatioii  or  nuieh  natural  Hhrewdiiesn,  he  had 
the  ^(hh\  quulitieH  of  sineerity  and  honesty,  and  as  Kiiiir  |^e  had 
upon  the  whole  perforiiKHl  the  part  more  re|)Utal>ly  than  had 
}»een  expeeteil  l»y  thosj'  who  knew  him  as  Duke  of  (!lari'iiee. 
This  (lernise  of  the  Crown  had  Imm'u  fori-soeti  some  time,  and  I 
had  settle<l  that  the  new  Sovereijjn  should  Ik;  prtK-iuimed  oy  the 
name  of  Alexandrina  Vi<'toria,  the  name  hy  which  she  had  heeii 
baptized,  and  by  which  she  wr.s  ciille<l  in  the  Regency  Aiit,  leav- 
ing it  to  her  thereafter  to  detcjrmine  by  what  name  she  should 
reign.  This  matter  was  settled  in  the  lobby  of  the  House  of 
Commons  between  Charles  Greville  the  Clerk  of  the  Council, 
myself,  and  Lord  Lyndhurst,  whom   I  called  in  as  one  who 
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might  Im  ill  |M>w<>r  w\wn  tliu  pnM'intiiutioii  wiut  iiitMl«<,  ultliouKh  I 
bail  Ik  |>n>tty  Hiitnitlinnt  hint  thiit  ull  wiaiUl  Iw  right  uii«U<r  Ainx- 
niKlriiin,  or  Victoria,  or  AlKxamlriim  Vii'torin,  or  Klixnltoth  II. 
—for  thin  wiiM  th<t  iiaiiic  thnt  mhiio  wi>ni  (hwiroun  ithi>  Mhoiihl 
Mwuinu. 

Alt  MM)ii  iM  1  htiinl  King  Williiuu  hiui  oxpiriHl,  I  hiirri(><l  to 
KpiiHingtoii  to  Im>  pri'M-nt  ut  thr  ttrnt  Coiiiicil  of  th«>  lU'W  Sov«r- 
vigil.  Thift,  I  think,  wiut  the  inoMt  inttTt'^ting  MH>nt<  I  have  ever 
witncttfMHi.  n«'r  iiiin|»li<!ity,  her  dignity,  hrr  gmc*',  nuxdv  rvim 
i'tt'l  vnthtiHiiuitic  wh<>n  ho  triitl  in  the  IIouhc  of  (\inini(MiH  to 
<h>m*rilH)  'thuMonicthing  which  urt  cun not  iniitatuund  liimonM  can- 
not tdU'h.'  Ii<>Ht  my  ihildrcn,  from  wt>ing  Wilkiv'w  pittturv,  iu 
which  I  tim  intDNhiccd,  Nhoiild  Hn|)|H>w>  that  I  attcn(h>d  in  a  Hilk 
rulic  and  fnll-lM>ttom(>d  wig,  h>t  mu  My  that  the  coHtumcM  an>  all 
thu  invention  of  the  painter.  The  Privy  CoiincillorHand  othent 
who  wen;  |)r<<M>nt  attcndeil  in  their  nHual  morning  dreHMen,  and 
the  (^neen  wom  in  hhick,  instead  of  wearing  a  white  niUMlin  robn, 
OH,  for  artintit!  efT(>ct,  he  hax  njtreHented  her. 

All  douhtN  reH|M><'ting  her  inclinatitm  in  favor  of  liord  Mol- 
bourno'M  Oovvrnment  were  Hoon  removiMl,  and  we  lMiMke«l  in  th« 
full  glare  of  royal  HunMhinc. 


LETTCUH  TO  Bill  UEORUK  CAMPliKLL. 

New  Street,  .Tune  20, 1837. 

...  I  amiHtcd  at  the  Council  to-<lay,  although  not  a  Privy 
Councillor.  I  am  quite  in  raptures  with  the  dc|K)rtmGnt  of 
the  young  Queen.  Nothing  could  l)e  more  e.\(juisitely  pro|>er. 
She  looked  nuKlcHt,  sorrowful,  <l('joi!ted,  diffident — hut  at  the  8amu 
time  she  wnH  (^uitc  cool  and  collected  and  (;omposed  and  firm. 
Her  childinh  api)earan(»i  wan  gone.  She  was  an  intelligent  and 
grnceful  young  woman,  capable  of  acting  and  thinking  for  her- 
self. Considering  that  she  was  the  ordy  female  in  the  room,  and 
that  she  had  no  one  about  her  with  whom  she  was  familiar,  no 
human  being  was  ever  placed  in  a  more  trying  situation. 
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Her  fii-st  public*  uppi:uruncc  uertftiuly  gives  a  very  favorable 
omeu  of  lior  reigu. 

House  of  Commons,  Monday,  July  17, 1837. 

.  .  .  Parliament  is  to  be  dissolved  to-day  as  well  as  pro- 
rogued.. This  step  is  thought  wise,  that  the  metropolitan  elections 
may  begin  on  Saint  Monday. 

I  am  waiting  here  till  the  Queen  comes.  The  streets  are  now 
tremendously  crowded.  .  .  . 

P.S.  The  ceremony  has  gone  oflf'  very  auspiciously.  The 
young  Queen  read  the  speech  most  beautifully,  and  so  articulately 
that,  with  a  soft  silverly  tone,  she  was  distin(jtly  heard  in  every 
corner  of  the  House. 

j^    ^  AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

Parliament  wiw  soon  dissolved,  and  I  proceeded  to  Edinburgh 
to  solicit  a  renewal  of  my  trust  from  the  electoi-s.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  rancour  of  the  Tories  against  the  Queen  when  they 
found  that  she  cordially  supported  the  Lil)enil  Government 
which  she  found  upon  her  accession  to  the  throne.  They  did 
not  venture  absolutely  to  deny  her  title,  but  they  openly  (even  in 
such  a  respectable  publication  as  the  *  Quarterly  Review ') 
regretted  that  the  Salic  law  was  not  established  in  England  as  iu 
France  and  Germany.  In  my  speech  from  the  hustings  1  ])aid 
off  Mr.  Crolfcr,  the  author  of  this  article,  for  some  of  his  per- 
sonal attacks  upon  myself.  As  often  as  I  quarrelled  with  him 
while  he  wjis  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  he  libelled 
me  the  next  Sunday  in  the  'John  Bull'  newsi)aper;  and  subse- 
quently in  his  *  Quarterly '  political  article  he  often  did  me  the 
honor  to  introduce  me,  and  malignantly  to  misrepresent  my  con- 
duct* 


*  September,  1857. — Strange  to  say,  I  afterwards  was  reconciled  to  Crokor. 
He  flattered  rae  as  an  author,  and  used  to  write  to  mo  about  questions  of 
literary  history  for  his  edition  of  Pope.  I  had  an  interview  with  him  at  his 
apartments  in  Kensington  Palace  a  few  weeks  before  his  death.  Stranger  to 
say,  although  there  had  been  a  far  bitterer  enmity  between  him  and  Brougham, 
they  became  sworn  friends. 
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From  the  beginiiiug  of  the  new  reign  till  the  change  of  gov- 
ernment in  September,  1841,  there  was  a  consttvnt  system  of  per- 
sonal slander  of  Queen  Victoria  in  the  Tory  press.  At  any 
public  dinner  the  toast  of  *  the  Queen  Dowager '  was  the  signal 
for  an  outbreak  of  Tory  spleen  against  the  reigning  Sovereign, 
and  the  effort  was  to  exhibit  u  marked  <;ontrast  between  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  healths  of  the  two  Queens  wcj -J  received,  by 
the  long  continued  and  enthusiastic  cheers  bestowed  upon  the 
supposed  impersonation  of  Toryism,  and  the  solemn  silence 
awarded  to  the  supposed  patroness  of  the  Whigs.  Since  the 
Tories  have  been  restored  to  office  Quc^en  Adelaide  has  been 
dropped  and  neglected,  and  her  hejilth  causes  less  sensation  than 
that  of  the  Lady  Mayoress  of  Loudon. 

Abercromby  and  I  were  again  returned  to  Edinburgh  without 
opposition.  I  am  afraid  he  was  a  goo<l  detil  disappointed  at 
not  being  promoted  to  some  high  efficient  executive  office  in  the 
new  reign.  He  had  been  the  confidential  adviser  of  the  Duchess 
of  Kent,  and  was  particularly  intimate  with  Sir  John  Conroy,  her 
equerry,  who  was  now  expected  to  have  unbounded  influence.  But 
there  was  no  proposal  to  promote  Aberci'omby  higher  than  the 
chair  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  henceforth  he  complained 
of  the  sacrifice  he  had  made  to  his  party  in  accepting  it;  he  ful- 
filled its  duties  discontentedly,  and  he  was  pettishly  desirous  to 
resign  it.  These  feelings  were  a  little  exasperated  by  the  absurd 
imputations  which  the  Torias  cast  upon  him.  They  had  formed 
a  scheme  to  turn  the  majority  in  their  favor  by  election  petitions, 
with  the  aid  of  the  ' Spottiswoode  gang.'*  This  utterly  failed, 
and  it  was  siiid  that  the  Committe(!S  were  so  favorable  because 
the  Si)eakor  had  packed  the  balloting  box  with  the  names  of 
Liberal  membei-s.  There  never  was  such  an  absurd  calumnv. 
The  speaker  always  showed  himself  a  man  of  the  most  inflexible 
integrity  and  the  nicest  sense  of  honor.  The  only  instance  in 
which  I  think  his  conduct  was  blameable  was  when  he  voted 

*  k.  clique  of  ultra  Tories,  with  Mr.  Spottiswoode,  the  Queen's  printer,  at 
their  head,  subscribed  and  collected  a  large  sum  of  money  for  this  purpose. 
They  went  by  the  name  of  the  '  Spottiswoode  gang.' 


1    <)/! 
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against  his  own  interest,  and  I  suspect  againut  hiti  opinion,  lest 
he  should  be  suspected  of  partiality.  I  had  moved  that  engi- 
neers should  lie  appointed  by  the  Government  to  ascertain  which 
would  be  the  best  line  of  railway  between  England  and  Scot- 
land— a  motion  in  which  our  constituents  at  Edinburgh  took 
a  lively  interest,  and  which  they  were  very  desirous  to  see  car- 
ried. After  a  smart  debate,  upon  a  division,  the  numbers  were 
equal.  The  speaker  voted  in  the  negative  and  the  motion  was 
lost,  although  there  was  no  technical  rule  upon  this  occasion  to 
prevent  him  saying  aye  or  no  as  he  thought  fit. 


LETTERS   TO  SIR  GEOROE  CAMPBELL. 

New  Street,  July  31,1837. 

...  I  did  not  arrive  till  past  twelve  on  Saturday  night  (from 
Edinburgh).  Friday  was  delightful,  and  we  expected  to  be  at 
Blackwali  by  ten  on  Saturday  morning;  but  having  passed 
Yarmouth,  we  encountered  a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind' from  the 
southwest,  which  did  not  abate  till  we  had  got  to  our  moorings. 
The  consequence  was  that  at  times  we  could  make  hardly  any 
way,  and  we  ran  aboard  a  schooner  and  almost  sent  her  to  the 
bottom. 

Edina  is  a  nice  lively  baby  with  dark  hair.  Loo  and  Molly 
express  great  delight  at  having  another  sister.  I  am  afraid  they 
will  be  pretty  nearly  tocherlesa  damsels;  but,  setting  aside  penury, 
which  is  a  great  evil,  I  do  not  think  that  happiness  depends 
much  upon  wealth. 

I  dined  at  Holland  House  yesterdiiy,  where  they  were  croak- 
ing about  the  elections.  The  Duke  of  Sussex  said  to  me,  'I 
should  like  to  see  your  father-in-law's  iiwe  when  the  Norwich 
bills  are  brought  in  to  him.'  *  Ijord  SufReld,  who  was  on  the 
spot  taking  an  active  part,  admitted  that  on  the  Liberal  side 
they  spent  above  £13,000,  but  said  that  votes  were  higher  to  the 
Tories,  and  that  their  expense  must  have  been  much  greater 


and  p] 

and  ti 

return 

very  tj 

of  my 

rode  b« 

from  h 

delight 

taken  n 

My^ 

of  her  ] 

to  Lady 

noiwit/is, 

tired  of 

my  line, 

demagog 

Wedi 

bridge,  a 

in  her  bt 

in  her  gs 

doll. 

Are  n( 
and  elect 


*  Robert  Scarlett  had  been  returned  for  Norwich  with  Lord  Douro.— Ed. 
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Erlwood,  October  16, 1837. 

.  .  .  We  leave  this  place  at  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
and  proceed  to  Littlohumpton,  on  the  coast  of  Sussex.  Mary 
and  the  children  will  remain  there  till  December.  I  must 
return  in  the  end  of  thin  month  to  London.  We  have  had  a 
very  tranquil  and  happy  a^our  at  Erlwood.  1  could  write  you 
of  my  rides  with  Fred,  Loo  and  Polly ;  and  Dudley,  who  has 
rode  before  me  on  Lady  Blanche  to  tlie  distance  of  SPveraJ  miles 
from  home.  Cissy  even  has  had  a  ride  before  me,  to  her  gret't 
delight.  I  have  played  much  with  Edina,  who  delights  to  be 
taken  notice  of  and  immediately  reciprocates  a  smile. 

My  gieat  boast  at  Erlwood  is  having  gained  the  good  opinion 
of  her  Royal  Highness  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester.  /  She  writes 
to  Lady  Currey,  *  I  am  quite  in  love  with  Sir  John  Campbell, 
notmtliatanding  all  we  have  heard  of  hk  politics/  and  she  is  never 
tired  of  praising  me  in  couvei-sation ;  so  you  see  I  have  mistaken 
my  line,  and  I  ought  to  have  been  a  Court  page  instead  of  a 
demagogue ! 

We  dined  at  the  Park  *  yesterday  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, and  to-day  we  all  walked  with  the  Duchess  and  the  Duke 
in  her  beautiful  gardens,  Dudley  had  the  honor  to  sit  by  her 
in  her  garden  chair,  and  she  made  Cissy  a  present  of  a  beautiful 
doll. 

Are  not  these  much  better  topics  for  a  letter  than  divisions 
and  elections  ? 

New  Street,  /veaneaday  night,  November,  1837. 

...  If  you  look  in  the  Court  Circular  of  to-morrow  you 
will  probably  see  among  those  who  had  the  honor  to  dine  with 
her  Majesty,  'the  Attorney-General.'  At  ten  o'clock  to-day 
came  a  card  of  invitation  for  the  Attorney-General  and  Lady 
Stratheden  to  dine  with  her  Majesty  at  seven. 

I  was  obliged  to  send  a  note  to  the  Lord  Steward  with  my 
humble  duty  to  l.er  Majesty  to  explain  why  Lady  Stratheden 
could  not  obey  the  Royal  mandate. 


f 


*  Bagshot  Park. 
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I  went  and  fcund  it  oxfcctliugly  ugrceablc,  although  by  uo 
means  so  grand  as  dining  ut  Tarvct  with  Mrs.  Rigg.* 

The  little  Quoen  was  exccfdiugly  civil  to  me  and  said  she  had 
heard  from  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester  that  I  had  the  most  beau- 
tiful children  in  the  world.  She  asked  me  how  many  ,ve  had, 
and  when  she  heard  Hcven  seemed  rather  appal Icil,  considering 
this  a  number  which  she  would  never  be  able  to  reai^h.  She 
seems  in  perfect  health,  and  is  as  merry  and  playful  its  a  kitten. 


HouBo  of  UominonF,  Saturday,  Decwrnber  23,  1837. 

.  .  .  We  are  all  Jiow  at  home  and  in  perfect  health.  Hally 
joined  us  on  Thursday. 

When  I  look  at  them  1  cannot  repine  at  the  tremendous  labor 
and  constant  anxiety  to  which  I  am  subjp^'^^ed.  Mary  and  I,  with 
two  or  three  of  the  children,  are  going  .  Abinger  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  week. 

To  my  unspeakable  annoyance,  Parliament  is  to  meet  again  on 
the  16th  of  January.  Parliament  and  the  courts  together  are 
too  much,  and  I  cannot  stand  my  present  life  much  longer. 


*  The  big  house  in  Cupar  parish. — Ed. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Dbob-ber,  1837— March,  1840. 

New  Parliarnetit — PrisonoiB'  Counm'l  Bill — His  Cliambers  Burnt  Down — 
Autumn  at  Duddingstono  Houso — Advice  of  hin  Friends  to  Accept  a 
Puisne  Judgdnliip — lllnfifB  of  IiIk  Wife — ArguiiiHnt  in  the  groat  Privilege 
Case — Attempt  of  Sir  Hohnrt  Peel  to  form  a  Government — Penny  Post- 
age A(;t — The  Chartists — Controversies  with  America — Questions  of 
International  Law — Visit  to  Paris — Louis  Phillippo  at  St.  Cloud — Mdlle, 
Rachel— HosilateH  About  Taking  a  Puisne  Judgeship — Rolfe,  the  new 
.ludgo — Wildo,  Solicitor-finneral — Trial  of  Frost  and  the  Chartists  at 
Monmouth— Question  of  Privilege  Renewed — Sheriffs  Taken  into  Cus- 
tody— Qudstion  Settled  by  Act  of  Parliament. 

AirrOBIOGKAPHY. 

The  new  Parliaiiiciit  inei  in  the  end  of  the  year.  When  it 
re-assembletl  after  Cliri.'^tiniU'^  I  had  u  laborious  setssion  with  the 
Irish  Mnni(!ipiil  Ilefortn  Bill,  and  various  other  Bills,  which  the 
Government  expectt^d  me  actively  to  support ;  but  nothing  came 
forward  in  whi(^h  I  took  part  deserving  of  special  notice,  except 
the  Bill  to  allow  a  speech  by  coun.sel  ibr  prisoners  charged  with 
felony.  1  had  in  former  sessions  supported  this  measure,  and  I 
was  now  able  materially  to  iussist  it  in  pttssing  throuf^li  the  Hou.se. 

I  am  glad  to  think  that  it  has  worked  most  beneficially,  and 
that  the  pro[)hccies  of  its  ill  consequences  Lave  turued  out  like 
suoh  as  w(>r(>  no  doubt  uttered  by  the  enemies  of  innovation 
respecting  the  Bill  prohibiting  torture,  the  Bill  for  abolishing 
the  Star  Chamber,  and  the  Bill  for  allowing  the  prisoner's  wit- 
nesses to  be  examined  on  oath.  These  Bills  would  have  been 
strenuously  opposed  by  I^ord  Eldon,  TiOrd  Redesdale,  and  Lord 
Tenterden.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  twelve  out  of  the  fifteen 
judges  strongly  condemned  the  Prisoners'  Counsel  Bill,  some  of 
them  actuated  unconsciously  bj   the  apprehension  of  the  boring 
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M{)ecchcfl  they  must  listen  to,  and  the  mlditional  lalwr  which  would 
bt;  ca8t  u|K)n  them.  Mr.  JuHtiuc  JunicH  Allan  Park  wrote  me  a 
letter  stating  that  if  I  allowed  the  Bill  to  pass  he  would  resign 
his  oflfiee.  Their  lordshi{)s  might  have  foreseen  that  they  would 
have  a  eoni{)cnsation  for  the  multiplication  of  s|K>eches  in  tlie 
abridgement  of  cross  examinations. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  OEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Houfie  of  LordH,  Tueflday,  March  6, 1838. 

.  .  .  My  chambers  in  Pajier  Buildings  have  been  burned  to 
the  ground,  and  not  an  atom  of  anything  l)elonging  to  me  saved 
— furniture,  books,  briefs,  M88.,  Attorney-General's  official 
documents,  above  all  a  great  collection  of  lettera  from  my  father 
and  from  you  while  in  India — all  consume<l.  I  heard  of  the 
fire  this  morning  while  in  bed.  I  could  only  thnuk  God  it  was 
in  Paper  Buildings — not  No.  9,  New  Street,  Spring  Gardens. 
I  went  immediately  to  the  Temj)le  and  found  Paper  Buildings  a 
heap  of  smoking  ruins,  the  south  end  only  being  preserved.  1 
had  no  insurance  on  my  chaml)ers,  though  I  have  on  my  house. 

The  fire  broke  out  in  Maule's  chambers,  nmediately  under 
mine.  He  had  gone  to  bed  leaving  a  candle  burning  by  his 
bedside. 

No  livi^  were  lost,  but  several  had  a  very  narrow  escape. 


House  of  Commons,  March  6,  half-past  six. 

.  .  I  have  had  many  condolences  on  my  loss.  It  certiiinly 
is  very  serious,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view.  Beyond  the 
replacing  of  my  library,  I  shall  lose  hundreds  of  pounds  from 
the  destruction  of  my  fee-books.  There  was  a  cash-box,  which 
will  probably  be  found  among  the  ruins.  Meanwhile  my  business 
is  entirely  suspended. 

Mary  shows  me  Edina  and  the  other  children  all  safe,  and  I 
am  comforted. 


J' 
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Home  of  Lords,  March  8, 1838. 

.  .  .  The  MuuMc  riHctt  ut  two  that  the  Chancel lur  may  utteiid 
u  Couucil,  uiul  I  um  K*'i"K  *'"^'^'  more  to  view  the  amuking 
I'UUiH  of  Pii()er  UuihliiigH.  I  iiui»t  fiiul  some  uthcr  [>luce  where 
I  niuy  hoint  my  fla^.  The  ruins  arc  not  yet  examined.  The 
l()M8  of  my  retainer  Intok  and  tec  IwtokM  <'uust's  thi^  greatest  con- 
tusion. There  were  briefs  burnt  in  nu>rc  causes  than  the  Queen's 
Jknch  will  decide  for  a  twelvemonth,  with  my  notes  for  argu- 
ments in  a  great  many  cases.  1  think  I  told  you  I  had  at  my 
house  the  notes  I  had  made  f«>r  my  argument  in  the  case  of  the 
I'rivileges  of  the  House  of  Conunons,  the  fruit  of  lost  long 
vacation,  which  I  would  not  have  lost  for  jC500. 


Hoiiso  of  Commons,  Ma  ih  IR,  1S38, 

.  .  .  i  am  now  only  beginning  to  feel  my  misfortunes. 
Nothing  was  savcnl  except  the  Attorney-General's  seal  of  oiHce, 
almost  entire,  found  under  a  brick,  and  the  remains  of  an  old 
watch  which  I  brought  from  Scotland  with  me,  and  1  believe 
belonged  to  our  father  before  the  gold  one  given  to  him  by  Lady 
Hetty  Anstruther.*  The  top  and  bottom  of  the  cash-box  were 
found,  but  the  sovereigns  were  melted  and  had  disappeared.  I 
believe  I  told  you  Wilkie's  picture  of  our  father  is  safe  iu  New 
Sti-eet. 

Queen's  Bench,  April  21, 1838. 

.  .  .  Follett  has  been  telling  me  that  there  is  to  be  a  dinner 
given  to  Peel  on  the  12th  of  May,  and  that  above  three  hundred 
Conservative  M.  P.'s  will  sit  down  at  the  table.  He  has  been 
advising  me  to  join  the  party.  I,  on  the  contrary,  recommend 
that  Peel  should  come  over  to  us,  and  that,  acting  on  his  own 
principles,  Ne  should  avow  himself  a  Liberal.  I  have  been 
sitting  with  him  in  a  Committee  about  rof(>iMiiin;r  the  tenure  of 
land.  He  takes  rather  a  Radical  view  of  tlu'  subject,  making 
(Joulburn's  hair  stand  on  end,  and  he  talks  of  the  House  of 
Loi'ds  in  a  way  that  would  subject  me  to  severe  censure. 


*VVifo  of  General  Robert  Anstruther,  of  Balgarvy,  near  Cupar,  Fife. — Ed. 
vol.   II.  # 
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Queen'i  Bunch  May  2,  183)4, 

...  I  met  Tom  Chttlmera  iiiulcr  the  )^Uery  luMt  night.*  He 
hoM  promined  to  dine  with  mu  on  the  12th  to  meet  the  BishopH 
of  Durham  uikI  Xorwich  ufter  the  cliriHteiiing  of  Kdiua. 

LiMt  Hatiii'fhiy  1  <htink  whiriky  t(Nl(ly  ut  the  Duke  of  SuiMcxV 
He  Miid  thin  wiih  hirt  U'veru^e  after  dinner.  I  iH'gf^ed  leave  an 
a  true  S<-otMnmn  to  Join  Win  Uoyul  HighneH8  in  u  tumbler.  AImt- 
c'vomby  wiw  the  third.  Afterwanlt*  we  «jiw  the  experiment  re- 
pi'ated  of  (coining  ([uiekHilver.  Tlie  gaM  iH  turntMl  into  a  liquid 
by  compre>4Nion.  It  in  allowed  to  evaporate,  and  the  evaimration 
is  8o  rapid  that  cold  150  degrees  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit  \h 
produced,  part  of  the  liiptid  beeoming  i^olid.  The  (juiekHilver  in 
IM)urod  into  a  moidd.  The  frozen  liipiid  is  put  n\Hni  it,  and 
with  the  assiritanee  of  ether  the  quickisilver  l)eeon)es  a  rtolid 
medullion  with  a  head  upon  it.  In  a  few  minuter  it  again 
bccome.s  liquid. 

New  Street,  May  5,  1838. 

...  I  am  f^oiufT  to-<lay  to  the  dinner  of  the  Royal  Academy. 
I  shall  see  myself  in  Wilkie'n  picture  of  The  Queen's  Fii-st 
Council.  I  met  Croker  to-<luy,  who  is  in  a  great  rage  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  the  Attorney-General  should  be  introduced, 
although  not  I'rivy  Councillors. 


Al'TOBKHniAPHY. 

This  sununer  I  rented  the  Mnniucss  of  Abereorn's  house  at 
Duddingstone,  near  K(linl)iirgli,an(l  lia.st<'iicd  thither  imnunliately 
after  the  jmirogation.  I  gave  a  dinner  in  the  baronial  hall  to 
the  Lord  Provost,  bailies  and  councillors,  and  bad  to  go  through 
a  severe  coui*se  of  dinnera  in  return.  I  could  not  boast  very 
much  of  their  refined  manners,  although  tLey  are  very  superior 
to  the  men  I  met  with  at  StaHord  and  Dudley ;  but  though  1 
might  be  obliged  to  njix  with  them  occasionally,  Edinburgh  is 
the  place  I  shall  choose  for  my  residence,  when  by  hard  necessity 
I  am  driven  from  London.    Jeffrey,  Cockburn,  Murray,  Ruther- 


*The  Rev.  Dr.  Ctialinersi,  who  liad  been   his  t'ellow-jnipil  .it  St.  Amlrews. 
—Ed. 
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funJ,  IjiiutltT,  Ciiiiiii){liiiiii«',  iiikI  otIuti'M  to  Ih>  mot  with  there,  ure 
OM  ii(t!<)ii)|ilih]ic<I  iiihI  ilcll^htftil  cotnimnuMiN  iim  uiiy  whono  (wxsk'ty 
hiiH  charnuil  im>  in  any  part  of  thv  worh^  T  havn  vixititl,  uiul  T 
nhall  ahvayn  grattfiilly  roiuetnlMT  th<'  g(>iiiiiii<>  kiii(liu>HM  and  ele- 
gant hoHpitality  with  whieh  they  nH-oivnl  nie."' 

In  the  month  of  S<>ptemlHM'  I  went  to  attend  u^ivat  gatherhii:; 
of  the  CamplK'llH  at  ()l»an  in  Arfj^ylemhire.  I  think  I  wan  the 
third  or  fourth  Hir  John  CamjilM.'!!,  and  8ir  ColiuH  and  Sir 
Donaldrt  were  without  nuinlM'r.  I  ha<l  »onie  miMgiviuj^  whether 
they  would  not  look  askance  u|)on  mo  an  litth;  lM>tter  than  a 
SniiHifon  ;  hut  I  waH  haih'«l  an  a  <'lunMmHn,  and  gr<»at  wUiMfaetion 
was  ('xpressed  tliat  an<»th('r  l)ran('h  of  the  elan  wom  ennobled. 

Having  visited  HtatUi  and  lona,  I  eontinued  my  tour  through 
the  great  glen  whieh  intersects  8t;otland  hy  Fort  William  and 
Fort  Atigustus  to  Inverness;  an«l,  after  paying  a  visit  to  FMward 
Ellice  at  Invereishie,  I  returned  home  hy  Killiecrankie,  Dun- 
keld,  and  Perth. 

I  thou  had  my  annual  meeting  with  my  (ionstituents  in  the 
Waterloo  rfK)ms.  The  Tories  diil  not  ostensibly  appear  to  annoy 
me;  but  they  now  began  their  policy  of  encouraging  Chartiat^i 
to  disturb  meetings  held  by  the  Constitutional  Liberals  either 
for  a  re]K!al  of  the  Corn  Laws  or  ibr  any  other  pur[)08e.  On 
this  (H'(suiion  the  brawlers  were  soon  expelled,  and  I  had  a  favor- 
able hearing. 

We  returnetl  to  London  by  Carlisle  and  Lancaster,  paying  a 
very  agreeable  visit  to  my  brother-in-law  James  Sc4irlett,t  now 
become  major  of  the  6th  Dragoon  (Juards  and  M.  P.  for  the 
borough  of  Guildford. 


LETrKUH   TO  SIR  GKOROE   CAMPBELL. 

Bi'ookn'H,  December,  11,  1H38, 

.  .  .  Whatever-   part  Durham  may  take,  I  see  not  how  the 
Ghwernment  is  to  get  over  the  session.     Lord  Glenelg  continues 


* iScptemhir,  1860. — Alas'  all  that  I  luivi"  here  namt-d  are  gone,  and  I,  like 
Job's  raepBenRor,  nm  alone  left  to  tell  the  pad  tale, 
t  Living  at  Bank  Hall,  near  Burnley. — Ed. 
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LIFE  or  I/>np  CAMPnP.LL. 


[1838. 


Coloniol  Stvrt'tary,  uml  lui  ln'tt«r  tVont  U  li>  Ih'  xhowii  to  th« 
I'licniy  in  citlxM  1I«iiih<>.  llrftUM  ttic  nlnulihuH^  I  do  not  U'liuvo 
tlint  our  UHiiitl  hUj)|)orti-ix  will  (•oiik'  to  th(>  Hcnttdi,  and  I  cxpct 
iM'toiT  lotjj;  to  w«'  the  (iovcrnnx'Mt  in  a  tninurity,  \\  i(h  Hitrh 
proHprctH  I  (iiijjlit  l>y  this  tinir  p(  i  liiipH  id  Ih'  Mr.  •luHtici*  (Jaiup- 
Im'II,  u  piiiHn«>  jutlgc  ot'  tli<>  Court  ot' ( 'ninniou  I'lnix,*  Tliiri 
Lord  Al)in)(('r  Htron;>l\  r«>«-onunt>ndH.  Hut  ^uc-h  u  ^tt>p  on  my 
part  would  Im;  itouMidrrcd  its  the  prccuixor  of  a  ^{('ncrul  iMvak-up. 
Th(>  wily  H<>otsnian  would  Ih-  coinplinicntt'd  on  \\\n  prndcncr  and 
iliMHirnmcnt,  Ixit  would  iH-acru^cd  ot' raiinin^  the  cry  of /(rn/ re  tpd 
Iti'iif.  I  let  dt'liU'riiti'ly  upon  the  rxpcrtution  of  Ikmuk  iihh  nly 
turned  «)Ut,  and  luy  prffcrciicc  w  to  the  lutr  iuHtcad  of  Ix-in^i^ 
Klu'lvcd.  I  could  not  now  (piit  my  p<»Nt  witlutut  hitt'-Hy  und 
[M'miani'Utly  »piarr('lin){  with  tin-  whoU'  of  the  Wli'm  party;  and 
I  could  not  cudiu'c  tht>  notion  of  Ikmu^  reproached  with  leaving; 
them  in  their  ditKcultien. 

Brooko'ii,  Chrintmar  I>iiy.  1838. 

.  .  .  Then*  if*  nothinf?  annonnntl,  and  I  beli(>ve  nothing 
renolvtHl,  about  tin-  new  ju<lgc.  On  Sunday  I  called  on  J^aron 
Parke,  who  Htrove  hard  to  pernuade  me  to  join  tin;  brotherhood. 
He  Hays  truly  that  1  lead  a  life  of  fi;reat  labor  and  anxiety,  and 
that  out  of  ofHce  my  position  at  the  bar  may  not  be  vory  agree- 
able. But  1  feel  that  I  cannot  bci-ome  a  judj^e  at  present  with- 
out d(>gra(lation,  and  tlx^'cfore  I  imist  run  all  risks  rather  than 
«lo  so. 

1  mean  to  have  a  little  talk  with  MellH)urnti  this  we<!k  alxMit 
the  appointment  of  a  proper  man. 


AIJTOHKMJKAPHY. 


This  narnitive  would  be  an  imperfect  represent^ition  of  what 
1  have  felt  and  sufferwl  if  I  were  not  to  mention  an  illness  of 
my  dear  wife  alxtut  this  time.  She  had  a  dreadful  cough  and 
other  symptoms,  which  rendered  it  necessjvry  that  l  should  call 


The  death  of  Mr.  Justice  Allan  Park  had  made  a  vacancy. — Ed. 


18.M). 


yilK'KhAI.K    VKIWrM    HANH<^KI>. 
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in  Dr.  CliiiiiilM'r*,  tlw  riiKliloimlilr  |»liyMl«*iuii  of  tin-  «!iiy.  \\v  wiui 
to  cxaiiiiiir  the  Mliifr  of  Ii<-r  Inii^M  with  n  HtrthoMft^M',  iiikI  ctTtuiiily 
tht>  iiior*t  |Mtiiil'iil  inoiiirtitH  of  my  life  \v<>t'(<  |hiw44>«I  while  thin 
|ir<H'<'HH  wiiH  ^oiii^  on.  III!  wouhl  not  liy  any  niranx  |>ronoiin(>«> 
the  iiiHr  iV*T  from  ihiii);i-r,  hut  ho|H-(l  that  liy  lM>iii^  nhiit  np  in 
the  houhf  tlif  whoh'  wiiitrr  Hh4'  mif^ht  rtH-iivt'r.  KorMonu"  wj-t'ltn 
I  hfhi-ld  witli  thc<h'«'|M'ht  aiixirty  the  ihiily  ii|)|iroarh  of  hint-hariot 
with  ^n  hoi'M-p*,  hilt  lit  ihi'  t'litl  of  that  tiim-  h\u'  Hixlih'iily  pjot 
((iiitt'  w'l  II,  aiKJ  I  ratitiot  help  «ii«|m'(  liti;;  that,  as  her  illnci-w  \\w 
no  inot*c  than  an  ordinary  catarrh,  he  fri;j;hti>iMil  me  iinntKTHHarily 
:in<i  iiikjii.<4ti:iiiihty.  I*«'rhaps  phyHi<'iaii><  arc  never  without  a  Hpicc 
of  *|iiacl\ery  in  looks  ami  laii^;iia^e,  and  could  not  carry  on  their 
pro(( -ision  without  it.  Their  chief  vjiliie  is  in  freeinj^  ns  from 
«|iiacks  more  ifrnoranl  and  prestimptiioiH.  Siii'^coiim  are  of  intinite 
it^e  to  niaiikii  I  ;  hut,  aecordiii;;  to  the  opinion  expresned  to  me 
hy  Dr.  M:i(thew  Haillie,  the  niont  eminent  physician  in  my  tlini', 
physieiaii>  caiuait  'iaim  hi^h(>r  praihc  than  that  which   I    have 


uwan 


h-d  II 


Mill. 


Ill  iH.'l'.l  iiotliiii^  reniarKaltle,  either  professional  or  parliament- 
aiy,  (M-curred  till  the  ar^niiient  at  last  came  on  in  (he  j^reat  privi- 
lege (!us<'  of  Stockdale  r.  Flansard.  I  had  spent  many  weekn  in 
preparing  for  it  «lnrin^f  the  two  pnveding  loiifx  vacati'iiis.  My 
greut  uillicnity  was  to  manage  my  materials,  and  to  hrinj;  my 
luldi'i'ss  to  the  court  within  some  rcasoniiMe  limits.  I  had  read 
♦'vei'vlhiii;;  (hat  had  the  smallest  hcarinj:;  on  the  suhjeet,  fnim  the 
«'arliest  yeiii  l)(.ok  to  the  latest  pamphlet — not  continiiig  myHcll" 
to  mere  le^al  authorities,  hut  dili;^(>nfly  cxaminiii;-'  historians, 
iMiti(|Uaries  and  ji'eneral  jurists,  hot h  Kn;;lish  and  foreijjjn.  Joseph 
Hume  (old  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  grievously  grudged 
my  fee  of  tliKc  hniidr(>(l  guineas;  hut  if  J  had  heeii  to  he  paid 
according  to  my  time  dikI  lahor,  1  caiglit  to  have  received  at  least 
three  timnsand.  I  had  myself  read  and  ahstracted  evi-ry  case 
which  1  I  itcd.  I  had  written  and  re-written  all  that  I  had  to 
my.  lint  when  in  court,  except  in  (putting  authorities,  I  trusted 
entirely  to  memory.  I  occupied  the  time  of  the  court  exactly  six- 
teen hours — four  the  lirs(  day,  eight  the  second,  and  four  the  thiixl. 
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MFK  OP    I.O«n  CAMI'HKM, 


[1839. 


I  recoivcd  groat  upplmisc  for  my  «uUlii'.«*s,  iMuticuIarly  from 
Poel,  and  cvoii  Sir  Edwaril  Suj^den  gonurously  wiul  in  tlic  IFouhc 
of  Cojumons  that,  'after  all  the  dehati'H  upon  tho  subjoot  in  Par- 
liament wcro  forgotten,  thin  would  remain  t(»  posterity  as  a 
monument  of  Sir  John  ( 'umpbeU'ri  fauje.'  In  any  future  dispute 
about  parliamentary  |)rivilej^e,  it  will  certainly  be  referred  to  as 
a  repertory  of  all  the  learning  on  the  subject ;  for,  not  confining 
myiseli'  to  answer  what  was  op»Mdy  urged  by  the  coupscl  for  the 
plaintilf,  I  referred  to  and  answered  every  authority  and  argu- 
ment that  could  be  urged  against  me. 

The  ill-considered  and  intemperate  judgment  of  the  court  was 
not  pronoiuiced  till  the;  31st  of  'May.  I  went  from  the  Queen's 
Bench  bar  straightway  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  my 
place  narrated  what  had  haj)pened,  with  the  ileclaration  of  the 
Chief  Justice  that  'the  courts  of  law  liave  supreme  jurisdiction 
respecting  all  j)arli:i)nentary  privilege,'  and  Mr.  JustitH)  Patte- 
son's  warning  that  the  privilege  to  print  criminatory  papers  being 
contiiied  to  tho  use  of  the  members,  any  perstm  on  ceasing  to  be 
a  mend)er  of  the  House  must  burn  all  his  [)arliamentary  papers 
in  which  there  is  any  crinunatory  matter,  or  be  subject  to  an 
action  or  indii'tment.  The  idea  of  this  (into  dafi  set  the  House 
in  a  flame,  and  there  was  no  resolution  I  couUl  have  proposed — 
if  it  had  l)een  at  once  to  commit  Lortl  Denman  and  the  other 
judges  of  the  Queen's  Beiu-h  to  the  Tower — which  would  not 
have  been  carried  by  acclamation.  JJut  I  advised  them  to  set 
an  exami)le  of  forbearance  and  moderation  and  temperance  to 
Westminster  Hall — where  it  was  rather  neeiled — and  for  the 
present  to  content  themselves  with  appointing  a  Select  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  proceedings  in  Stoekdale  v.  Hansard,  and 
to  report  their  opinion  thereupon  t«  the  House.  The  Committee 
was  appointed. 

All  the  lawyei-s  of  any  eminence  on  either  side  of  the  House 
agreed  that  the  judgment  was  quite  erroneous,  but  there  was  a 
great  diiference  among  them  as  to  the  course  now  to  be  adopted. 
Some  were  for  bringing  a  writ  of  error,  which  would  have  sub- 
jec^tcd  the  case  to  the  House  of  I^ords.     Others  were  for  com- 
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ARGUMENT  ON  THE  PRIVILEGE  0A8B. 
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mittiug  uU  who  should  act  upon  the  judgment — which  8eemc<l 
incoiiHistent  with  our  courne  in  ap|M?uring  and  pleading  to  the 
action.  I  thought  the  least  evil  was  to  suffer  the  damages  to  be 
paid  in  this  cose,  but  to  determine  ever  after  to  act  firmly  on  the 
ancient  nrnxim  that  the  House  is  the  sole  judge  of  its  own  privi- 
leges and,  in  imitation  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  other  courts 
in  Westminster  Hall,  to  stop  in  a  summary  manner  any  action 
that  might  in  future  he  l)rt)ught  against  any  of  our  officers  for 
acting  in  obedience  to  our  orders.  This  view  of  the  case  was 
adopte<l,  and  the  (juestion  of  privilege  was  got  rid  of  for  the 
present  st^ssion  of  Parliament,  but  only  to  break  out  with  fresh 
fury. 


I.ETTER8  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

April  24, 1839.    ' 

...  I  have  got  through  by  far  the  most  formidable  job  I 
ever  was  concerned  in, — the  argument  on  the  Privilege  case 
between  Lord  Denman  and  the  House  of  Commons.  I  had 
bestowed  upon  it  a  degree  of  labor  of  which  you  can  hardly 
form  a  conception.  Two  long  vacations  and  much  time  in  Lon- 
don I  spent  upon  it.  Then  I  had  the  misfortune  of  addressing 
Denman,  he  being  vehemently  against  me.  Out  of  hatred  U> 
the  reformed  House,  the  other  judges,  as  Tories,  were  all  strongly 
inclined  to  agree  with  him.  Brougham  and  Lyndhui'st,  ex- 
Chancellors,,  coalescing,  came  in  to  back  Denman.  However  I 
showed  a  bold  front,  and  I  have  strong  hopes  that  the  cause  of 
law  and  gootl  sense  will  triumph.  The  reply  is  postponed  till 
next  term.  It  was  a  most  memorable  case,  and  will  be  quoted 
three  hundred  years  hence,  if  the  British  Constitution  last  so 
long. 

April  30, 1839. 

...  I  am  thicker  with  Brougham  than  I  have  been  any  time 
these  five  years.  When  he  came  into  the  Queen's  Bench  in  the 
Privilege  case,  I  wrote  him  a  note  saying  I  was  glad  he  was  to 
be  present,  as  I  meant  furiously  to  attack  him. 
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IJFK  OF   IX)RD  CAMPBELIi. 


[1839. 


He  threw  mo  down  the  oiu'laswl.*  After  my  attuck  in  the 
Lords,  lie  came  up  to  me  very  familiarly  and  told  me  what  the 
judgment  in  to  Ik?  on  Thurwlay  in  the  Auchterardcr  caHe.  I 
afterwards  wrote  him  a  note  asking  him  to  vindicate  me  from 
the  calumny  that  I  had  spoken  irrevei^eutly  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland.     I  enclose  his  answer,  f" 

He  is  now  going  to  take  up  the  cause  of  the  Jamaica  House 
of  Assembly  and  the  negro  driveix.  What  a  strange,  inconsistent 
animal  he  is. 


I 
*Att(| 

the 


House  of  Oommons,  May  2,  1839, 

.  .  .  Brougham  kept  his  word,  and  gallantly  rescued  Mr. 
Attorney  from  the  imputation  cast  upon  him  of  speaking 
irreverently  of  the  Kirk.  After  boasting  of  his  own  descent 
from  Scotch  ministei's,  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Attorney,  'descended 
from  a  venerable  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  S<;otland.'  Our 
beloved  father  M'ould  have  been  much  gratifieil  could  he  have 
been  cons(!ious  of  what  was  going  on. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 


On  the  6th  of  May,  there  being  only  a  majority  of  five  on  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill  for  sujjpressing  the  House  of  Assembly 
in  the  island  of  Jamaica,  next  day  the  whole  Cabinet  resigned, 
and  Sir  Robert  Peel  was  sent  for  by  the  Queen  to  form  a  new 
Administration. 


*'I  am  here  stuck  up  in  tlie  position  of  poor  Whitbread  at  St.  James's 
Church,  when  Tierney  lent  him  iiis  jjow,  and  T  told  him  in  a  P.  S.,  "  I  think  it 
right  to  mention  that  no  reply  is  allowed  at  our  church." ' 

f  Dear  Attorney  ; — I  can  and  will  do  so  very  easy  and  naturally — for  1 
have  to  screen  wiy.ie^  (grandson  and  great-nephew  of  Sjotch  ministers)  from  a 
like  charge — so  I  can,  wheti  my  hand  is  in,  take  you  also  out  of  the  fire. 
Yours  truly, 

'H.' 


1839.] 


pKKr,  (iUAiinKi-H  WITH  the  queen. 
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LETTERS  TO  SIR  OEOROE  CAMPBELL. 

House  of  Commoni,  May  7, 1839. 

I  am  again  '  plain  John  Campbell.'  You  will  address  me  as 
'Attorney-General'  no  more.  Ix)rd  John  has  just  announced 
the  resignation  of  the  Government.  The  division*  turned  out 
even  worse  than  ^vns  apprehended,  and  has  left  no  alternative. 
I  entirely  approve  of  what  has  been  done,  and  we  rather  make  a 
good  end.  A  longer  continuance  in  office  would  only  have  ex- 
})osed  the  Administration  to  a  lingering  illness  and  an  inglorious 
ileath. 

There  has  been  a  talk  of  a  new  Liberal  Government  being 
attempted  under  Lord  Normanby,  but  this  is  absurd.  We 
might  bring  back  the  eleven  Radicals,  but  we  should  lose  eleven 
Whig  Conservatives,  and  more.  The  Queen  must  instantly  send 
for  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  will  advise  her  to  send  for  Sir 
RoIk  rt  Peel,  and  a  Torv  Government  will  be  formed.  A  disso- 
Intion,  I  presume,  will  immediately  follow,  and  I  know  not  how 
s<yon  I  may  be  in  Auld  Reekie. 

The  Cabinet  met  at  twelve,  and  I  believe  unanimously  agreed 
to  resign.  The  whole  par^y  approve.  I  first  learnt  the  fact  from 
the  Chancellor,  whom  I  saw  at  half-past  two. 

House  of  Commons,  Friday,  May  10, 1839. 

.  .  .  What  do  you  think?  Peel  has  quarrelled  with  the 
Queen,  and  for  the  present  we  are  all  in  again.  He  insisted  on 
her  removing  all  her  ladies,  which  she  peremptorily  refused. 
Peel  sent  his  final  answer  yesterday  evening,  which  she  received 
at  dinner,  saying  that,  on  consulting  his  colleagues,  they  could 
not  yield,  and  that  his  commission  was  at  an  end.  She  then 
sent  for  Melbourne,  who  had  not  seen  her  since  his  resignation. 
At  eleven  a  meeting  of  the  old  Cabinet  was  called.  To-day 
Melbourne  has  been  with  her,  and,  Bear  Ellice  says,  agreed  to 
go  on  with  the  government. 

Reports  differ  as  to  the  exact  conditions.     Our  people  say  she 

» 

*  On  the  Jamaica  Assembly  Bill. — Ed. 
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LIFE  OF  LORD  CAMPBELL. 


[1839. 


WOH  willing?  to  give  up  the  wivoh  of  pocrtt.  Sir  George  Clerk 
astwrti^  fill*'  innisted  on  keeping  till — inter  aliwt,  the  Murehionew 
of  Nonuanbv. 

There  never  was  hucIi  exeitenient  in  London.  I  eame  with 
bundredw  of  othera  to  the  House  of  Lords,  which  met  to-day,  in 
the  ex|)e(>tati(>n  thut  something  would  l)e  said,  hut  all  passeil  off 
in  sileiuH*. 

Brooks's,  Saturday,  May  11, 1830. 

.  .  .  The  Cabinet  is  still  sitting,  and  we  know  nothing  more 
to-tlay.  ...  I  was  several  hours  at  the  (Queen's  ball  last  night, 
a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten.  The  (iueeii  wjis  in  great  spirit** 
and  danced  with  more  than  u.sual  gaiety.  She  received  Peel 
with  great  civility ;  but,  after  (lancing  with  the  Russian  Bear, 
took  for  her  partner  Lady  Normanby's  mn.  The  Tories  looked 
inconceivably  foolish.     Such  whimsiral  groups! 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

I  had  a  considerable  hand  in  the  leading  measure  now  intro- 
duce<l  and  carried,  which  was  said  to  be  the  price  for  the  promised 
support  of  the  Radicals,  who  had  deserted  us  on  the  Jamaica 
Bill — I  mean  the  Penny  Postage.  My  constituents,  who  could 
have  had  their  letters  carried  from  liondoii  by  a  private  convey- 
ance for  less  than  a  penny,  were  very  much  discontented  at  being 
obliged  to  pay  a  shilling  to  the  Govennncnt,  and  all  cliu*ses  and 
jMirties  in  Edinburgh  concurred  in  jietitlons  for  the  redress  of 
this  grievance.  I  strongly  agreed  in  their  opinion,  and,  though 
in  office,  I  headed  a  deputation  consisting  of  Mr.  O'Connell  and 
other  leading  members  of  the  House  on  the  Liberal  side,  to  Lord 
Melbourne  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Spring  Rice, 
to  urge  them  to  agree  to  the  grand  scLci-.ie  of  a  uniform  postage 
of  one  penny.  I  should  be  well  pleased  to  think  that  it  was 
carried  by  the  arguments  and  entreaties  of  this  deputation.  That 
it  would  immediately  increase  the  revenue,  I  never  expected,  as 
I  knew  well  people  cannot  suddenly  change  their  habits  so  that 
at  once  there  should  be  ten  times  as  many  letters  sent  by  the  post 
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08  before.  But,  an  u  ewtciul  inipruvuinciit,  I  thought,  uud  I  think, 
it8  lut'i'itH  nuuiot  iH)HHilily  be  ovei'Htutcd,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that, 
being  adopteil  by  foreign  nations,  it  will  M(M)n  facilitate  the  truuH- 
actiotm  of  conunerce,  and  the  ririprm'ution  of  the  Hentinieutri  of 
affection  among  Mparattil  nlatiouH  and  fricndH  throughout  the 
world.  I  wu«  thereby  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  franking  as 
a  niend)cr  of  the  House  of  Commons,  an<l  I  now  lose  the  privi- 
lege of  fnuiking  us  a  peer ;  but  I  rejoiced  in  the  Hiicrifiee  for  the 
general  gootl,  although  the  loss  of  consecjuenee  from  ceaning  to 
be  able  to  frank  a  letter  for  a  lady,  or,  in  travelling,  for  tho 
waiter  ut  un  inn,  gave  great  disgust  to  many  membei'M  of  both 
Houses,  Whig  as  well  as  Tory,  and  made  some  of  them  openly 
declare  that  there  was  no  longer  any  use  in  being  in  Parlia- 
ment.* 

The  chief  administrative  difficulty  of  the  Government  now 
was  in  keeping  down  the  Chartists.  They  not  only  inveighed 
against  the  Reform  Bill,  and  disturbeil  all  public  meetings  held 
for  the  rei»eal  of  the  Corn  Laws,  but  they  intimated  a  resolution 
to  carry  by  force  the  five  points  of  the  Charter — universal  suf- 
frage, annual  parliaments,  ballot,  no  qualification  in  members  of 
Parliament,  and  wages  to  be  paid  to  them  while  they  serve.  Not 
only  most  inflamnuUory  and  seditious  language  had  been  used  by 
their  Icadeix,  but  there  had  Wn  among  them  reiwated  outbreaks 
of  popular  violence.  Some  i)oliticians  by  way  of  reniedy  recom- 
mendetl  the  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  others  tho 
renewal  of  tho  Six  Acts.  But  I  warmly  supported  the  opinion 
entertained  by  the  Government,  that  peace  might  be  preserved, 
and  tho  law  vindicated,  by  the  vigorous  administration  of  justice 
without  any  infraction  of  the  Constitution.  I  directetl  a  great 
many  prosecutions ;  the  most  important  of  these  I  conducted  in 
person  at  Warwick  and  Chester.    The  juries  uniforndy  did  their 


*The  measure  was  particularly  disrelished  by  the  'Conservative  Whigs,' 
a  section  of  our  supporters  almost  as  injurious  to  us  as  the  'ultra- Radicals.' 
They  hated  O'Connell  and  Ireland,  and  were  among  the  most  devoted  enemies 
of  Free  Trade.  They  were  on  the  Liberal  side  chiefly  from  family  connection, 
not  from  personal  inclination,  and  they  were  constantly  grumbling  and  sow- 
ing dissensioa  among  us. 


1 1 


180 


UWm  OF  LORD  CAMPBELL. 


[1839. 


duty,  and  in  the  autumn  tranquillity  HvomtHl  completely  restored 
throughout  the  country. 

About  this  time  I  hud  thrown  upon  me  the  conduct  of  a  con- 
troversy with  the  American  Government,  about  a  claim  of  com- 
pensation for  liberated  NlnvcH,  and  a  demand  of  rc|)uration  for 
the  destruction  of  the  'Caroline'  steamer,  sent  down  the  Falls 
of  Niagara  during  the  Cunndian  insurrection.  In  two  instanccH 
which  had  occurred  while  Hhivcry  wat*  iMtrmitted  in  our  colonics, 
Americtin  Hhips  going  from  one  Mtute  to  another  with  cargoes  of 
slaves,  being  forced  by  ntrcMs  of  weather  into  English  [mrts  and 
the  slaves  having  l)een  lil)cmtcMl,  I  hud  advised  com))ensution  to 
be  given ;  but  slavery  l)eing  once  abolished,  and  Bermuda  being 
the  same  for  this  puriww  iw  Portsmouth,  I  ndviHwl  that  the 
demand  should  be  refused.  Stevenson,  the  American  Minister, 
mude  n  tremendous  bluster,  und  gave  in  a  long-winded  note, 
which  would  have  l)cen  unanswerable  if  there  hud  been  no  dis- 
tinction between  u  cargo  of  i  nun  i  mute  matter  and  u  cnrgo  of 
human  beings  having  inde|)endent  rights  within  our  territory. 
In  my  reply  I  ]M>inte<l  out  this  <listinction,  and  gave  the  American 
Government  such  a  licking  that  they  allowed  the  claim  to  drop, 
and  they  have  not  set  up  u  similar  one  since. 

The  utfuir  of  the  'Caroline'  was  much  more  difficult.  Even 
Lord  Grey  told  me  that  he  thought  we  were  quite  wrong  in  what 
we  had  done.  But  assuming  the  facts  that  the  *  Caroline '  had 
been  engugcd,  und  when  seized  by  us  was  still  engaged,  in 
carrying  supplies  und  military  stores  from  the  American  side  of 
the  river  to  the  rebels  in  Navy  Island,  part  of  the  British 
territory — that  this  was  |)ermittc<.l,  or  could  not  be  prevented, 
by  the  American  authorities — I  was  clearly  of  opinion  that 
although  she  lay  on  the  American  side  of  the  river  when  she 
was  seizeil,  we  had  a  clear  right  to  seize  and  to  destroy  her,  just 
as  we  might  have  taken  u  battery  erected  by  the  rel)els  on  the 
American  shore,  the  guns  of  which  were  fired  against  the  Queen's 
trooi>s  in  Navy  Islund.  I  wrote  u  long  justification  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  this  supplied  the  arguments  use<l  by  our  Foreign 
Secretary  till  the  Ashburton  Treaty  hushed  up  the  dispute. 
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But  thequefltion  of  inturiiational  liiw  uirau  which  of  all  othera 
I  took  the  moAt  iMiiiiH  while  I  wnri  Attorney-General,  wm  this : 
'  Whether  if  the  HuhjtHttH  ur  uitizenM  of  u  foreign  State  with  which 
we  are  at  }>ea(H>,  without  coniinirtHion  or  authority  from  their  own 
or  any  other  government,  invade  the  KngliHh  territory  in  a  hoMtile 
manner  and  levy  war  agiiiuHt  the  (|u(!t>n  in  her  realm,  we  ant 
entitled  to  treat  them  an  traitorrt?'  The  Cantulian  court  held 
that  we  could  not,  a»  they  had  never  acknowledged  even  a  tem« 
))orary  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  ;  and  of  thin  opinion  wax  Sir 
William  FoUett.  Hut,  after  Heading  all  that  is  to  be  found 
upon  the  Huhject,  I  came  to  the  conduHion  that  they  owed 
allcgian(^  when  an  private  individuals  they  voluntarily  crorMcd 
the  English  frontier;  that  it  wim  no  defence  for  them  to  8ay 
that  they  then  had  armn  in  their  hands  and  intended  to  murder 
the  Queen's  subjects ;  and  that  they  were  in  the  same  situation 
as  a  Frenchman  would  Ik;  who  should  land  at  Brighton  with  a 
pistol  in  his  hand  and,  seeing  the  Queen  on  the  beach,  should 
instantly  inarch  up  and  fire  at  her.  This  man  all  the  world 
would  say  might  be  tried  on  the  statute  of  King  Edward  III. 
for  imagining  the  death  of  the  Sovereign.  The  Canadian  judges 
veiy  absurdly  and  inconsistently  held  that  these  'sympathizers' 
might  be  tried  for  muitler.* 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  OEOROE  CAMPBELL. 

Queen'*  Bench,  May  24, 1839. 

...  I  suppose  you  have  by  this  time  seen  Abercromby's 
farewell  address  to  his  constitueuts.f  Macaulay  is  likely  to  be 
returned  without  opposition.  A  deputation  to  invite  him  is 
expected  in  town  to-day. 

*  The  paper  which  I  wrote  on  this  occasion,  and  which  was  signed  by  the 
Queen's  Advocate  and  the  Solicitor-Qeneral,  must  be  in  the  archives  of  the 
Foreign  Office.  I  never  kept  a  copy  of  any  opinion  I  wrote — private  or 
oflScial. 

fAbercromby,  M.P.  for  Edinburgh,  had  been  created  Lord  Dunfermline. 
—Ed. 
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KouM  of  Comrnoni,  Tuna  lit,  1839. 

...  I  have  jiiHt  but'ii  IwtvniiiK  to  Muuauluy'ii  flntt  H|M*M>h  an 
M.  P.  for  Rdinhiir){li.  It  wuit  t(<NMl,  hut  not  i>((UiU  to  \\h  foriiuT 
efforts,  and  I  think  will  cuumu  Honiu  UiHup|»ointmt>nt.  He  umcJ 
to  1)6  thu  \)ent  ii|M>ukur  to  liittvn  to  that  I  ever  hi>nnl. 

Hou«i*  of  (?omtnon»,  Jtin«  2fl,  1M9. 

...  I  ought  now  to  tH>  woi'kiuK  at  (iuiUlhall,  hut  I  may  my, 
for  the  firHt  time  in  my  lift',  I  have  voluntarily  Hhirkttl  work. 
There  w  a  nioMt  horrid  action  f{oin^  on  there  which  I  Htrongly 
ditwumled.  It  ariMert  out  of  a  cuNe  you  nuiy  r(>memlM>r  at  the  Old 
Bailey  about  the  for^^ery  of  a  will ;  and  I  ftK'l  Hueli  diH^UHt  at 
going  over  the  Mime  topi<'M  again — where  th(>  inn(M><>nt'c  of  particH 
lionorahly  acquittinl  w  voluntarily  |>ut  in  jistpardy  by  thcniHelveH 
— that  I  have  not  Htonmeh  for  it.  I  o|H>n(>d  the  plaintiff'tt  eaMe 
in  a  8[)ce(;h  of  an  hour  and  a  half  at  (fuildhall,  I  then  drove  oil' 
t<»  the  HouHe  of  I^)niH  and  addrcMted  their  lordnhipH  in  a  ))ecrage 
(iwe,  I  then  eonelude<l  my  reply  in  the  great  cuse  of  Lady 
Hewley's  Charity — un<l  I  ni(>an  to  \h>  idle  for  the  rent  (»f  the  day. 
1  am  engaged  to  dinner  at  Ijoitl  Ahinger's,  to  meet — whom? 
Lord  Lyndhuret  and  Ix)rd  Brougham ! 

HouHe  of  Commoni".  July  12,  1839. 

.  .  .  The  most  whiniHical  event  th.it  hax  lately  hap|)ened  to 
me  was  dining  on  Wednewlay  with  Jiord  Brougham,  after  his 
rei-ent  furious  attack  on  nie  in  the  Lords  about  the  Canadian 
prisoners — in  revenge  for  what  T  had  said  of  him  in  the  Queen's 
Bench  in  the  privilege  case.  I  met  Webster,  the  great  American 
lawyer,  and  a  very  agreeable  party. 

I  am  going  down  to  Brighton  on  Monday  to  attend  a  compen- 
sation case,  and  I  have  two  or  three  s|)ecial  retainers  in  the  wind. 
But  I  have  had  a  great  deal  t(X)  much  of  forensic  wrangling,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  can  carry  on  the  war  much  longer.  During  the 
last  six  months  I  have  l)een  in  more  important  cases  than  have 
occurre<l  in  the  same  space  of  time  for  a  vast  many  years — the 
Canadian  Prisoners  case;    Auchterarder  case;   Lady  Hewley's 
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«-um> ;    Privili'go  (!IIm>  ;    cumu  of  Scotch  anUiuiti  miccciiliiig   to 
KiigliMh  i>Mtiit(>M,  &v,     I  now  yfinh  very  much  for  rc|HNic. 

July  27,  1839. 

.  .  .  Thv  dUturlHtl  Htatc  of  tht>  (^utitiy  kt>c'|M  luu  iu  gruat 
trouble.  I  huve  liccii  vinploytHl  for  the  liutt  eight  hount  in  read- 
ing 'prtHMtgnitionH*  uud  liliellouH  newH|>u|)erM.  I  lun  ut  lu^t  going 
ing  to  flic  my  firHt  i-r  o/j/fc/o  infttrnmtion  after  having  lH>i>n  more 
than  Hvc  yi-ars  Attorncy-CJcncral — agninHt  Feargus  O'Connor,  for 
his  incentiveM  to  inHurrcction  and  H[M)liation. 

Wftrwick,  AuRuiit  2, 1839. 

...  I  have  ttwhiy  i-onvicted  the  first  hxU'h  of  the  Chartintfl. 
The  town  iH  nnconitnonly  tranquil — although  we  had  one  tmt- 
hroak  of  ChartiHui  in  court. 

Liverpool,  Au^URt  26,  1839. 

.  .  .  My  caurte  here,  which  I  apprchendcil  might  have  lasted 
a  week,  in  over,  and  I  have  got  a  verdict,  Huhjcct  to  nome  frivo- 
lous points  of  liiw,  which  are  sure  to  Ixi  decided  in  my  favor. 
The  (piestion  wow  alxjut  the  validity  of  the  clmrter«  of  incor|K)- 
ration  to  ManchcHtiT  and  the  new  boroughs — which  formed  one 
of  the  Hubjectrt  of  Lyndhurst's  review — and  great  party  import- 
ance is  attached  to  it. 

They  say  *  T  have  chained  Victory  to  my  chariot  wheel.*  I 
should  be  delighted  never  to  have  another  s|>ecial  retainer.  The 
anxiety  is  greater  than  ever,  and  I  have  but  very  slender  pleas- 
ure in  success. 

I  return  to  London  by  this  evening's  train. 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

This  autumn  I  paid  a  visit  to  Paris,  not  having  been  upon  the 
Continent  for  thirteen  years.  I  was  accompanied  by  my  wife 
and  my  two  eldest  daughters,  mnv  old  enough  to  take  an  interest 
in  new  scenes  and  manners.  The  pleasure  of  beholding  a  foreign 
country  for  the  first  time  is  renewed  and  increased  by  showing 
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it  to  mic'it  children.  W'v  cnwuMtl  ijvrr  fr«»ni  Rri)(lit(m  to  Pii>|>|M« 
uiitl,  N|ieiiiliii^  u  «lii)-  or  two  at  Koiini,  truvdliil  up  llut  Svinit  to 
PiiriM.  Tilt*  white  tta^,  wliiili  I  IiikI  mh'ii  fliMitiiiK  on  the  TiiiU 
cricM  wliuii  I  wiM  liutt  ill  PiiriM,  wiin  now  n'|>lii«>«'«l  by  the  tricolor, 
which  I  liml  Hceii  there  in  IHO'J.  Hut '  the  iiionurcliy  Murroun<le«i 
by  re|>ublictiii  iiiHtitutioiH.'  priMlucctl  by  the  iNirriciuh'K  iiiid  the 
three  iluvH  of  July,  wiM<(uietly  M'ttliii^;  into  a  more  ulwoliite  ^^ov- 
irninent  than  had  Nul)Hir«tc«l  in  Fnince  iin<K'r  the  exiletl  branch 
ot'  the  DoiirlxiiiN  at  any  time  Minc<<  the  Kcstoratioii.  In  the  rei|i[iiH 
ot'  Ii<»uiH  XV'III.  and  ('liarl*>M  X.,  I  ii^ed  to  mm)  niritiiturcM  on 
the  iNuilevardrt  MiiniMHtully  turning  thcni  into  ridicule:  now  no 
caridituru  wan  |M>rinitte<l.  Tin*  pre?M,  which  brought  alHiiit  the 
Revolution,  wa»*  now  aw*"*!  by  |»«c!<c«l  juries  and  the  arbitrary 
deciriioiiM  of  the  Iloiim!  ot*  Vwvh.  All  the  HyniptoiuM  of  a  mili- 
tary government  were  apparent.  Hut  thcHc  tliingH  gave  no 
uiK>ai4ineMi  to  the  French  nation,  who  were  ca^'cr  for  the  humilia- 
tion of  England  and  of  (jermany,  but  iwrfcctly  in<lillcreiit  iim  to 
their  own  internal  frenlom.  They  certainly  have  a  pa.-sioii  for 
the  law  riMjuiring  the  cipial  partibility  of  pro|M>rty  among  all  the 
children,  which  they  coiiHidcr  ncccsHiiry  to  prevent  the  rc«'urrence 
of  what  they  formerly  rtutlennl  from,  tli«'  exclusive  privileges  of 
tUi!  nobleme ;  but  they  would  care  little  if  the  C'hamlM'i'x  were 
alM)liHhe<l,  and  the  new  fort i Heat ioiH  of  I'aris  were  iM^'upicil  by  an 
army  of  a  huiulred  thouHiuid  men  commanded  by  a  warlike  Sov- 
ereign. 

There  being  no  general  nM-eptioii  at  (.'ourt  during  our  Htay,  I 
intimated  in  tlie  proi)er  quarter  that  ^Madnme  hi  lUwonm'  mon 
Spouse'  and  I  winhed  to  have  the  hon(»r  of  paying  our  re«|K'etH 
to  their  Majestien,  and  we  were  invitiKl  to  drink  tea  with  them 
at  St.  Cloud.  Louis  Philip|)e  wa«  very  polite  to  me,  and  even 
j(K'ular.  When  I  wot)  presented  he  said,  H()eaking  English  like 
a  native,  *  I  find  the  Campbells  are  cmmntj,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  sec  them.*  The  Queen  and  the  Princesses  were  exceedingly 
courteous  to  Miladi,  seattMl  her  at  the  tea-table  along  with  them, 
and  kept  her  in  conversation  till,  according  to  the  etiquette  of 
the  Court,  they  all  withdrew. 
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A  ^liNUii  wiiM  iiiMt  over  Pitriit  hy  t\w  <laii^i'roiiM  illiifuM  of 
Mtuli'iii«»iM>llu  Kitclii'l,  till'  trny^ic  iirtniw,  till  cxniHliiiK  J(»y  wrm 
(Ni'iu«ionit|  l)y  11  iMillftiti  iiniioiiii<Mii(;  licr  coiivtilcMt'iiiv,  tlioii^^h 

tlicru  WllN   liu   l|o|M>  of   lli'l'  il^iill   lirtill)^    for  Wrt-kn   to  «fitn«>.      I 

liiivt*  i«iii«t>  M>«>ii  Iter  in  l<4>ii(loii.  rhoii|j;h  I  tiitiiiot  (|«>iiy  her  to 
Ik)  v«ry  I'luviT,  luT  p/ii^nii/ui'  iniiMt  «'v«'i'  pri'vcnt  Imt  iVinii  Muff 
truly  KtH'Ht,  ami  in  lorn'  aiid  maj«''«ty  I  imi«tt  [tliut-  hrr  fur  Im'Iow 
Mailatiiit  I)iii'hi>Miioy,  aii<l  a  t^rnit  tli'iil  tiirtluT  Im>|m\v  Mr!<.  Siddon* 
uikI  Mi»««  O'Ni'il. 

\\i>  adiiiirnl  at  VcrMiiiJi-M  tli<>  cll'iM-tM  of  I.oiii'*  IMiilli|H*  to 
ticklt!  tlii>  vanity  ot'  tin*  nation  Ity  liin  liiHtoriott  xtatuif*  ami  pio- 
turvn;  and  tin*  HonrHc,  tli«>  trimnplial  an'li  at  tlic  Ihirrifrf  ile 
I'Kloiti',  and  tli(>  Mail(>lain<>,  all  lately  tlniHlu'd,  pltiiM'd  uh  niudi ; 
lint  tlii>rt>  was  nothing  l>y  wliirli  I  uiih  mi  nindi  Ntrn<'k  km  tliu 
incri'aMtl  clranlincKH  and  <>otnt«irt  wliicli  MTnitnl  t<i  inc  to  Im>  dix- 
c'ovoraliU'  in  alnuint  »'Vt'ry  (piartcr  ot'  tlio  city  of  l*ari«,  whowinj^ 
tJiat  under  tlir  tnoHt  d«>fi'<>tiv(>  |Militii'al  inMtittitionH  iniprovcincnt 
will  i^n  on  if  tlii'ri'  Ih  tolonddo  pnittrticm  for  pro|K'rty,  and  u 
decent  regard  tor  |M>rHonal  lilM'rty. 

We  retiirneil  liy  ItcauvaiH,  AlilM>ville  and  Bonlogne  to  Tiondon. 
In  tlie  provinc(>N  thin^M  remain  nearly  stationary  ;  hut  if  the 
population  of  France  han  increaned,  iim  repreHcnted,  a^ricidturu 
muHt  Ih>  making  rapid  advantvM.  vVlthough  it  Ih  naid  that  tho 
{HMi'^ant  has  not  a  fowl  in  his  p<it  as  often  as  in  the  time  of  Henri 
IV.,  and  that  Icmh  l>ut<'her'H  meat  in  n<iw  consumed  in  Fiiuuh;  than 
tifty  years  ago,  I  presume  there  can  lie  no  dtiulit  that  the  ma^H 
of  the  inhabitants  are  In'tter  iWl,  as  well  as  lH>tter  clothtKl  and 
l(Mlged,  than  they  were  when  Hubjeet  to  the  taille  and  the  co»-- 
I'fen. 

While  in  Paris  I  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Justict;  Vaugimn, 
one  of  the  jiulges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  I  wrote 
to  Lord  MellMiurne  begging  that  the  ofK(^>  might  not  be  tilled 
up  till  I  had  hod  time  to  consider  whether  I  would  not  accept 
it.    To  this  letter  I  received  the  following  reply  : 
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•Windsor  Cantle,  October  11, 1839. 

'Mt  dbar  Attorwet  ; — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  iRt  inot.  and  have 
communicated  it,  m  tou  desired,  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  to  Lord  John 
Russell.  Of  course  we  can  do  no  otherwise  than  comply  with  your  wish,  hut 
it  had  perhaps  better  not  be  mentioned  until  you  return  to  England. 

'  We  Hhall  be  must  sorry  to  lose  your  itervices  as  Attorney-Qeneral,  which 
have  been  so  eflBcient  and  authoritative,  and  which  liave  conferred  upon  the 
Administration  so  much  both  of  character  and  strength. 

'  With  respect  to  your  unwillingness  to  terminate  your  career  by  accepting 
tiie  office  of  a  puisne  judge,  that  is  a  matter  for  your  own  consideration.  If 
it  should  be  repugnant  to  your  own  feelings  or  those  of  your  friends,  I  shall 
be  sorry  ;  at  the  same  time,  for  my  own  part,  I  do  not  partake  of  those  feel- 
ings. I  do  not  think  so  much  of  superiority,  pre-eminence,  title  and  position 
as  others  are  inclined  to  do.  When  the  Abb6  SifiySs,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
Revolution,  went  ambassador  to  Berlin,  he  was  upon  some  public  occasion., 
«ither  designedly  or  accidentally,  placed  in  a  scat  below  the  dignity  of  the 
country  which  he  represented,  lie  .'ate  down  in  it  witliout  remonstrance, 
observing,  "The  first  place  in  this  apartment  is  that  which  the  Ambassador 
of  the  French  Republic  occupies."  I  know  not  whether  this  anecdote  be  true 
— few  anecdotes  are  so — but  I  have  always  admired  it;  and  depend  r  ^nn  it, 
wiiercsoever  you  may  be  placed,  you  will  soon  make  tlie  seat  whicii  ^  ju  fill 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  first  in  the  court.  Believe  me,  my  dear  Attorney, 
Yours  ever  faithfully, 

'Melbodrns.' 


However,  Lord  John  Ru.ssell,  my  House  of  Commons  chef, 
wrote  me  a  very  kind  and  friendly  letter,*  and  I  agreed  to  run 
all  ri.sks  with  the  Government,  notwithstanding  its  then  '  stag- 
gering state.'  The  consequence  is  that  I  am  at  this  time 
without  office,  j)rofession  or  ])en.sion.  Yet  I  cannot  regret  the 
resolution  I  then  formed.  1  was  partly  actuated  by  the  bitter 
sarcasm  of  Brougham  upon  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  in  his  *  Sketches 
of  British  Statesmen,'  when  he  relates  that,  the  Prime  Minister 


•  '  Buckhurst,  October  20, 1839. 

'  Mt  dear  Attorney  : — You  were  quite  right  to  write  to  Lord  Melbourne, 
who  constantly  communicates  with  ine.  But  I  was  sincerely  sorry  to  find 
that  you  thought  of  taking  a  puisne  judgeship.  ...  I  earnestly  hope  we 
may  be  able  to  keep  you ;  but  I  cannot  control  events,  or  ask  you  to  remain 
if  you  think  your  reputation  does  not  require  your  refusing  this  judgeship. 
Yours  truly, 

'  J.  Russell.' 
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being  8upi)os«tl  to  be  tottering, '  the  Attorney-General  in  a  fit  of 
terror  sunk  into  n  puisne  judge.' 

Rolfe  had  made  up  his  mind  to  accept  the  place  if  I  declined 
it.  Hifl  situation  at  the  bar  would  not  have  been  very  comforta- 
ble had  he  loMt  his  official  rank,  and  his  seat  in  Parliament,  by 
no  means  a  s<'cure  one,  requiretl  certain  compliances  wliich  the 
Reform  Bill  was  for  ever  to  do  away  with.  He  turnetl  out  a 
very  goo<l  judge,  and  he  is  respecte<l  by  the  public  as  much  as 
he  is  beloved  by  his  friends  in  private  life.  There  never  lived 
a  better  man  than  Rolfe. 

I  supported  Wilde  as  the  new  Solicitor-General.  He  had 
immense  business  in  the  Common  Pleas,  and  was  no  doubt  the 
most  laborious  man  who  ever  entered  our  profession,  his  daily 
habit  being  to  go  to  chambers  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  sum- 
mer and  winter,  to  remain  there  till  he  went  into  court,  and, 
only  going  home  to  dinner  for  a  few  minutes,  to  return  to  cham- 
bers and  to  remain  there  till  between  two  and  three  in  the 
morning.     If  hard  pushed  he  did  not  mind  sitting  up  all  night. 

I  found  Wilde  a  very  honest,  good-tempered  and  comfortable 
coadjutor,  although  I  was  obliged  to  answer  many  more  of  the 
Government  cases  than  before ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Privilege  case,  on  some  parts  of  which  we  differed,  we  always 
went  on  together  most  harmoniously. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

BrookB's,  October  28, 1839. 

...  I  have  no  news.  Lord  Holland  having  called  yesterday, 
wishing  to  see  me,  I  went  to-day  to  Holland  House.  He  was 
gone  to  Windsor,  but  my  Lady  received  me.  When  I  told  her 
I  was  not  to  be  the  judge,  she  said,  *Ji?  respire.'  She  had  been 
aJarnied  by  strong  reports  that  I  wished  it,  and  was  to  withdraw 
in  disgust.  She  observetl  that  Lord  Holland  wished  very  much 
to  have  me  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  she  thought  Plunket 
would  withdraw.  But  upon  this  occasion  she  has  not  been 
called  into  council,  and  she  knows  nothing  about  the  matter. 
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Mary  and  I  are  to  dino  at  Holland  House  tu-murrow  and  may 
hear  something  more.       ' 

New  Streer,  December  5,  1839. 

...  I  have  great  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  letter  from  Stan* 
ley  Clarke,  which  amounts  to  an  absolute  appointment  of  my 
nephew  George  as  a  writer  to  Bengal.  This  consoles  me  very 
much  amidst  the  vexations  and  mortifications  to  which  I  am 
exposed. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
Tories,  there  was  a  Chartist  insurrection,  or  rather  rebellion,  in 
Monmouthshire ;  Frost,  at  the  head  of  above  10,000  men  armed 
and  disciplined,  having  attempted  to  storm  the  town  of  New- 
port, and  having  been  repulsed  by  a  military  force.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  my  constituents  a  few  weeks  before,  upon  my  return  from 
France,  I  had  boasted  of  our  having  entirely  put  down  Chartism 
by  legal  and  constitutional  means.  While  I  was  sitting  in  the 
Queen's  Bench,  Sir  William  Follett  with  great  glee  laid  before 
me  the  second  edition  of  a  newspaper  containing  an  account  of 
the  battle  of  Newport.  There  was  much  jocularity  in  the  press 
on  'the  second-sight  of  Sir  John  Campbell,'  and  H.  B.,  the 
popular  caricaturist,  honored  me  with  a  well-imagined  print 
representing  me  addressing  the  electors  of  Edinburgh,  with  an 
extract  of  my  speech  coming  out  of  my  mouth,  and,  in  the  dis- 
tance. Frost  leading  on  his  army  to  the  assault  on  Newport. 

I  was  soon  deeply  involved  in  the  law  of  high  treason,  and 
preparing  for  the  special  commission  before  which  the  traitors 
were  to  be  tried  at  Monmouth. 

The  trials  at  Monmouth,  which  began  the  first  day  of  the  new 
year,  excited  deep  interest  throughout  the  country.  Frost  was 
defended  by  Sir  Frederick  Pollock,  the  late  Attorney-General, 
and  Mr.  Kelly,*  one  of  the  most  acute  and  powerful  advocates 


*Sir  Fitzroy  Kelly,  Lord  Chief  Baron  from  the  year  1866  till  he  died,  Sep- 
tember, 1880,  aged  84.— Ed. 
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at  the  bar.  I  had  the  able  aMrtintance  of  the  new  Solicitor-Gen- 
eral. We  obtained  convictions  in  all  the  cases  tried,  subject  to 
the  opinion  of  the  fifteen  judges  on  a  question  reserved  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  Solicitor  to  the  Treasury  having  given  the  prisoners 
the  copy  of  the  indictment  sooner  than  waa  necessary. 

LErrEU  TO  HIK  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Monmouth,  January  8, 1840. 

...  I  must  send  you  one  njore  frauic,  which  will  be  my  last ; 
but  the  prepaying  can  be  no  inipcdiiuent  to  our  correspondence. 
Before  this  reaches  you,  you  will  have  heard  of  Frost's  convic- 
tion. I  have  passed  a  very  anxious  day,  as  if  I  had  been  myself 
on  trial.  To  my  utter  astonishment  and  dismay,  Tindal  summed 
up  for  an  acquittal.  What  he  meant,  the  Lord  only  knows. 
No  human  being  doubted  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  and  we  had 
proved  it  by  the  clearest  evidence.  It  was  of  the  last  importance 
to  the  public  tranquillity  that  there  should  he  a  verdict  of  guilty. 
Chief  Justice  Tindal  is  a  very  honorable  man,  and  had  no  assign- 
able reason  for  deviating  from  the  right  course.  Yet  from  the 
boginning  to  the  end  of  his  charge,  he  labored  for  an  acquittal. 
Before  he  concluded  I  had  not  the  faintest  notion  that  the  jury 
could  act  otherwise  than  according  to  the  view  he  gave  them. 
AV^hen  they  retired,  I  called  a  consultation  of  all  the  Crown 
counsel  at  my  lodgings  to  consider  what  was  to  be  done  upon  the 
acquittal,  and  we  agreed  that  there  was  no  use  in  prosecuting  the 
others  for  treason.  While  we  were  still  in  deliberation,  a  mes- 
senger amiounced  the  verdict  of  guilty.  .  .  , 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

A  great  share  of  public  attention  was  now  attracted  to  the 
ijuestion  of  Prtrlhrje,  which  had  assunie<l  a  very  formidable 
.shape.  Stockdale  had  brought  a  third  action  during  the  vacation 
against  the  printer  of  the  House  of  Conunons  for  the  alleged 
libel  in  the  Report  on  Prisons.     There  being  no  appearance 


I;:    Mlt^; 
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entered,  there  had  been  judgment  by  default,  the  jury  had  a88C88cd 
lieavy  damages,  and  a  writ  of  execution  had  been  issued  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  Middlesex.  If  the  damages  had  been  levied  and 
paid  over  to  the  party  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  the 
privileges  of  the  House  would  have  been  for  ever  gone  by  such 
11  precedent.  This  would  have  been  the  result  had  Parliament 
not  met  till  the  usual  time  in  the  beginning  of  February.  I 
made  a  representation  on  the  subject,  and  a  Cabinet  was  called, 
which  I  attended.  Some  were  swayctl  by  the  inconvenience  of 
facing  a  troublesome  assembly  prematurely,  but  Lord  John 
Russell,  ever  eager  for  the  dignity  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  regardless  of  personal  labor,  took  my  side,  ^nd  the  meeting 
of  the  two  Houses  was  fixed  for  the  1 6th  of  January. 

The  last  trial  at  Monmouth  finisheil  in  the  evening  before  Par- 
liament was  to  meet.  I  travelled  all  night  and  stepped  out  of 
my  carriage  at  the  House  of  Commons  as  the  debate  was  begin- 
ning. Privilege  had  superseded  the  Address;  and  the  grand 
consideration  was,  what  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  prevent  Stock- 
dale  from  obtaining  the  fruits  of  his  judgment.  Peel  was  stead- 
fast, but  the  great  bulk  of  his  party  were  against  him,  and  the 
Tory  lawyei*8,  as  if  they  thought  he  was  insincere,  exerted  their 
utmost  ingenuity  and  zeal  to  thwart  the  measures  taken  for  the 
protection  of  the  House. 

Before  I  set  off  for  the  State  trials  at  Monmouth,  I  had  re- 
ceived the  following  letter  from  Lord  John  Russell : 


'  Bowood,  December  23, 1839. 

'Mr  DBAR  Attorhey: — I  have  asked  Lord  Melbourne  to  write  to  you 
respecting  the  Bills  concerning  Prince  Albert.  They  will  require-your  super- 
vision, and  it  will  be  desirable  to  give  directions  before  you  leave  town. 

'  I  hope  you  will  arrange  with  Wilde  our  first  steps  about  Privilege.  It 
seems  to  me  we  must  commit  the  sheriff,  at  all  events — he  has  robbed  our  ser- 
vant of  £600. 

'  For  my  own  part  I  should  not  dislike  a  declaratory  Act,  but  I  doubt 
whether  we  ought  to  propose  any  such  thing 

'  Pray  let  me  know  what  you  think,  and  I  will  inform  the  Speaker.  If 
you  can  see  Sir  William  FoUett,  bo  much  the  better.    Yours  truly, 

'J.  Russell.' 
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I  had  occorilingly  urranged  our  plan  uf  operations,  though 
greatly  disturbed  by  Wilde,  who  was  always  for  pushing  Privi- 
lege to  a  mad  extreme.  He  was  quite  sincere,  and  not,  as  some 
supposed,  aiming  at  popularity  and  trying  to  throw  into  the  shade 
the  Attorney-General,  who  was  for  more  moderate  and  prudent 
(iounsels,  but  less  relished  by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

We  first  committed  Mr.  Stockdale  to  Newgate,  and  then  made 
an  order  on  the  sheriffs  that  they  should  restore  to  Hansard  the 
printer  the  amount  of  the  damages  which  he  had  depositeil  with 
them  in  order  to  prevent  the  sale  of  his  goods.  The  sheriffs 
refusing  to  obey  tliis  order,  we  committed  them  to  the  custody  of 
the  Serjeant-at-Arms. 

Next  cume  a  proceeding  which  placed  me  in  a  most  difficult 
position,  and  the  public  never  knew  the  danger  which '  then 
existed  of  a  convulsion  unexampled  in  our  history.  The  sheriffs 
sued  out  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  directed  to  the  Serjeant-at- 
Arms,  commanding  him  to  produce  before  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  the  Sheriffs  of  Middlesex,  alleged  to  be  illegally  in  custody^ 
with  the  cause  of  their  detention.  Wilde,  the  Solicitor-General, 
was  strong  for  refusing  to  make  any  return  to  the  writ,  and  for 
setting  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  at  defiance.  Had  I  con- 
curred in  this  opinion,  it  certainly  would  have  been  acted  upon. 
The  consequences  would  have  been  that  the  Serjeant-at-Arms, 
even  with  the  mace  in  his  hand,  would  have  been  sent  to  New- 
gate by  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  The  House  must  have 
retaliated  by  committing  the  judges.  The  Crown  would  then 
have  had  to  determine  on  which  side  the  army  should  be 
employed,  and  for  a  time  we  must  have  lived  under  a  military 
government.  I  was  of  opinion  that  both  law  and  expediency 
required  that  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  should  be  obeyed; 
that,  notwithstanding  one  or  two  irregular  precedents  in  bad 
times,  the  superior  courts  in  Westminster  Hall  had  jurisdiction 
to  direct  such  a  writ  even  to  an  officer  of  either  House,  although 
the  moment  the  judges  ascertained  that  there  had  been  a  commit- 
ment by  either  House  for  contempt,  their  jurisdiction  was  gone, 
and  they  could  only  remand  the  prisoner ;  that  we  were  still  to 
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expot't  fruni  tho  jiidgtM  n  j)crforiuancc  of  their  duty ;  and  that, 
if  wc  must  come  to  a  rupture  with  them,  wc  should  take  care  to 
select  u  point  on  which  we  were  sure  we  were  right,  and  on 
which  we  could  rally  public  opinion  in  our  favor.  The  only 
opi)ortunity  I  had  of  consulting  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  was 
in  a  short  conference  I  had  with  Lord  John  Russell  behind  the 
Speaker's  chair.  He  agreed  with  me ;  and  the  writ  was  to  Iks 
obeyed.  To  obviate  a  threat  of  Lord  Denman  that  if  upon  the 
return  to  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  it  ap|)eared  that  the  commit- 
ment was  by  a  House  of  Parliament  for  a  cause  which  the  court 
thought  insufficient,  they  would  discharge  the  prisoner,  I  framed 
a  general  return,  merely  stating  that  the  sheriffs  were  committed 
for  a  broach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and,  to  refresh  the 
memory  of  the  judges,  I  made  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, citing  various  authorities  to  prove  that  such  a  general 
return  must  be  held  sufficient. 

This  return  was  accoixlingly  made ;  the  sheriffs  were  produced 
at  the  bar  of  the  (Queen's  Bench  by  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  and  a 
motion  was  made  for  their  discharge.  But  Ijord  Denman,  after 
strong  observations  upon  the  impropriety  of  concealing  from  the 
court  the  real  cause  of  the  commitment,  and  a  little  bravado  as 
to  what  he  would  have  done  had  it  ap|K;ared  to  be  for  obeying 
the  process  of  the  court,  confessed  that  they  had  no  power  to 
inquire  into  it  by  affidavit,  and  remanded  the  prisoners  into  the 
custody  of  the  Serjeant-at-Arms,  who  brought  them  back  to 
'Little  Ease.'  There  they  lived  some  time  very  luxuriously, 
having  every  morning  a  levC-e  of  Torj-  membei-s,  who  congrat- 
ulatetl  them  on  their  patriotism,  and  exhorted  them  to  persevere. 
Every  evening  we  had  motions  for  their  discharge,  an  J  at  last 
one  of  them  was  set  at  liberty  on  the  score  of  ill  health,  which 
he  said  in  his  petition  arose  from  confinement,  but  which  Mr. 
Wakley,  the  member  for  Finsbury,  a  medical  man  coroner  for 
Middlesex,  alleged  was  caused  by  high  living,  and  might  be 
cured  by  abstinence. 

We  were  further  obliged  to  commit  a  Mr.  Howai^d,  an  attorney, 
who  had  brought  still  another  action,  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Stock- 


1840.] 


QUERTION  OP  PRIVILEOE  flHTTI.ED. 


193 


dnle,  for  the  alleged  libel ;  and  also  two  clerks,  who  carried  it 
on  while  Mr.  Howard  was  in  Newgate. 

No  one  could  foresee  the  termination  of  the  controversy.  The 
Tory  party  were  still  more  annoyed  by  it  than  we  were,  for  it 
divided  them  from  their  leader,  and  till  it  was  settled  there  was 
hardly  a  possibility  of  their  coming  into  office.  The  great 
obstacle  to  a  settlement  was  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  He  highly 
disapproved  of  Peel's  conduct,  and  he  had  taken  up  an  inveterate 
notion  that  the  sale  of  libels  must  of  necessity  be  unlawful. 
Various  attempts  were  mode  to  instil  into  him  the  distinction 
between  the  publication  of  criminatory  matter  by  proper 
authority  for  a  projwr  object,  and  a  gratuitous  calumny,  but  it 
was  all  to  no  purjMwe.  The  matter  being  of  such  consequence 
to  the  Tory  party,  liord  I^yndhurst,  Lord  Aberdeen  and  Lord 
Ellenborough  tried,  in  vain,  to  soothe  him.  At  last  the  settle- 
ment of  the  question  by  Act  of  Parliament  was  suggested  to 
him.  To  this  he  at  first  strongly  objected,  but  when  he  was  told 
that  it  would  not  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench,  he  veiy  reluctantly  gave  his  consent. 

I  confess  I  was  at  first  as  hostile  to  a  Bill  as  the  Duke  him- 
self, but  I  consented  to  it  on  condition  that  it  contained  in  the 
preamble  a  recital  that  'the  power  of  the  House  to  publish 
whatever  it  thought  necessary  for  public  information  was  essen- 
tial to  the  due  exercise  of  its  legislative  and  its  inquisitorial 
powera.'  The  negation  of  this  proposition  was  the  foundation 
of  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  the  asser- 
tion of  it  in  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  virtually  a  legislative 
reversal  of  tlie  judgment. 

The  Bill  was  introduced  by  Lord  J.  Russell,  and  was  passed 
by  a  great  majority.*  I  cannot  regret  the  course  I  adopted.  The 
Bill  for  ever  secured  to  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  the  right 
to  publish  what  they  please  without  the  control  of  any  court  of 
law,  and  it  affirmed  in  the  most  unqualified  terms  the  broad 
principle  for  which  we  had  been  contending. 


*  Leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill  was  carried  by  203  to  64,  March  5, 1840. — Ed. 
VOL  II.  9 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Makch,  1840— JtJMB,  1841, 

Spring  Awizei — Leedn  RiotnrH— Foargun  O'Connor — Trial  of  Oiford — Will 
Caiuo  at  Liverpool— AKhtt'nd,  Siirn-y — Doath  of  Lord  Ilalland — Trial  of 
Lord  Cardigan — Appointod  Lord  Chancollor  of  Ireland,  and  rained  to 
the  I'eoriigii — Tiikcs  liio  place  in  the  Privy  ('ouncil — Lottorn  of  Con- 
gratulation. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

At  the  Spriijjr  iwsizcH  I  went  t<>  York  to  pfosecute  some  per- 
80118  who  hud  U'eu  engaged  in  procjeetlinga  at  Ijeeds  which  might 
well  have  Ih!Cii  construed  into  higli  tretwon;  but  I  was  contentetl 
to  convict  (hem  of  misdemeanor,  although  they  had  had  a  plan 
for  murdering  the  magistrates  and  getting  possession  of  the  town, 
and  they  were  begiiming  to  carry  it  into  execution,  when  they 
were  overj)owered  and  tiiken  prisonei-H. 

I  likewise  here  conducttul  the  trial  of  the  only  criminal  infor- 
mation I  ever  filed  for  a  lilwl — having  held  the  office  of  Attor- 
ney-General longer  than  any  one  sinc^e  the  time  of  Sir  Dudley 
Ryder,  except  Lord  Thurlow,  who  exceeded  me  by  a  few  months. 
The  person  against  whom  I  ])oint(Hl  my  artillery  was  Feargus 
O'Connor,  the  editor  of  the  *  Northern  Star,'  a  nephew  of  the 
great  Arthur.  He  thought  he  was  pei-fectly  safe  by  never  being 
present  at  any  Chartist  riot,  and  only  imtifjfding  insurrection  and 
plunder.  \h^  defended  himself  on  this  occasion  with  great 
address,  and  thought  to  awake  the  sympathies  of  a  Tory  jury 
by  assuring  them  that  he  hated  the  AVhlgs  and  loved  the  Corn 
Laws.  But  I  counteracted  his  eloquence  by  pointing  out  in  my 
reply  the  passages  in  whii^h  he  recommended  that  there  should 
be  a  re-distribution  of  landed  property,  and  that  the  people  should 
seize  and  divide  among  themselves  the  soil  of  which  they  were 
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MOW  unjiHtly  (Io[>riv«'«l  l»y  t!u«  Mpiircurcliy.  I  b«'ggwl  'that  they 
would  tufiuit  hill)  iiiiK'hm  they  Ih^HcvmI  that,  l>y  the  {mblicatiopg 
(tomplaiiKMl  of,  he  deliln'mtcly  intciuKHl  to  incite  U)  itiHurretttion 
and  iduiider.'  The  jnry  ('(nivictt-d  him,  and  he  wiih  Hentenecd  by 
the  Court  of  (|u(><>ii's  |{<>iiih  to  «'i<;ht<i>n  inoiithH  imprisonment. 

Yet  there  w<>r«>  |H>titii)n.s  to  the  Hoiimc  of  C/omnioiiH  for  a  free 
panhMi  t«>  him,  t«»  Frost,  and  to  the  Lccdc  rioters,  on  the  (ground 
that  th«!y  ha»l  only  iKen  guilty  of  '  |Militieai  offences.'  To  throw 
(Mlium  iipon  the  (i«)vcrnmcnt,  the  r<ulK)rdinatc  members  of  the 
Tory  party  nMscrtc<l  that  liny  and  the  whole  Ixxly  of  the  Chart- 
ists had  Im'cii  |H'rs<Hute<l.  When  GounHirn,on<H?  a  Welsh  judge, 
brother  of  the  ('hancellor  of  the  KxelM-quer,  Htt»od  for  the  city 
of  Carlisle,  he  denoun<*»'<l  th«'  prost'cutions  of  the  present  Attor- 
ney-General as  tyranni<*al  and  oppressiv*',  and  pletlged  himself 
that,  if  returiMHl,  his  first  act  should  be  to  present  a  petition  to 
the  Crown  for  the  immtKliati!  lil)eratiou  of  that  much  injured 
man  Feargus  O  Connor.* 

The  next  <v/mw  <'f/l>bir  in  whl<'h  I  was  conoernetl  was  the  pros- 
ecution for  high  treason,  of  Oxford,  M*ho  sliot  at  the  Queen. f 
The  jury  fii^st  found  that  '  there  was  no  evidence  of  the  pistol 
being  loaded  with  ball,'  and  then,  that  'the  prisoner  was  in  a 
state  of  instuiity  when  he  di<l  the  act.'  There  ought  to  have  been 
a  simple  verdict  of  r/uUfi/,  but  no  blame  was  imputable  to  me.  It 
was  said  that  the  Attorney-General  kept  Iwck  clear  evidence 
which  had  l)cen  furnished  to  him  of  the  pistol  having  been  loaded. 
For  more  than  a  week  th(>  most  diligent  search  had  been  made 
in  vain  for  a  ball.  At  the  end  of  that  time  an  Irish  laborer 
brought  a  pistol  bidlet  t«»  the  JTomc  Office,  saying  that  he  had 
picketl  it  up  near  th(>  brick  Avall  (»i)posite  to  which  Oxford  stood 
when  he  fire<l.  In  this  wall  a  hole  had  been  discovered,  which 
might  have  been  made  by  a  bullet.     But,  unfortunately,  the  bul- 


*Serjeant  Qoiilburn  personally  is  a  singularly  good-humored  and  agreeable 
gentleman.  Wo  have  since  been  excellent  friends,  and  have  had  many  a 
good  laugh  at  his  Carlisle  speech 

fThe  offence  was  committeil  Wednesday,  June  10,  1840.  The  trial  took 
place  July  9  and  10.— Ed. 
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let  produced  wm  ontln*1y  Mphoriral,  without  any  dhit  or  flatten- 
log.  I  myiolf  mAdocx|i«rimontiiin  thuTothill  Fioldit priwm-ynnl, 
by  firing  bulletit  againttt  a  briok  wall  at  variouH  diNtantH'M,  and  I 
uniformly  found  that  th<>y  wi>nt  r«>nd(>nHl  nmrly  iim  flat  an  little 
pancakes.  Some  penutUH  alxMit  the  Qu(H>n  wIhIkhI  nic  to  call  thiH 
man  m  a  witn(>MM,  and  to  pHxIuf**  the  Imllet  an  the  very  one  which 
had  lMH>n  fired  from  Oxfonrn  piHtol.  Hut  I  [Mwitivcly  refused  to 
do  HO,  l)oing  convinced  that  the  Htory  wax  falne.  On  the  Hccond 
day  of  Oxford'H  trial,  which  took  place  at  the  Centnd  Criminal 
Court,  I  had  the  honor  to  dine  with  the  MheriffH  of  Middlesex, 
and,  all  our  animoHitien  l)ein);  forgotten,  we  merrily  talke<l  ovc/ 
their  atlvcntures  while  at  my  iiiHtanii!  they  were  priHoners  at 
'Little  VA\tn\' 

In  the  Hunimer,  I  went  to  the  liiverfMMil  aM«izeH  in  a  groat  will 
cauw;,  with  a  fee  of  five  hundixnl  guineas,  and  made  u  H|)e(H>h 
which  laMt4>d  u  day  and  a  half;  hut  much  of  the  time  wan  (kx.>u- 
j)ied  in  reading  lettern  written  hy  the  toHtator  to  prove  IiIh  Hanity, 
which  I  further  corrolH)mto<I  hy  the  evi<lenco  of  Sir  Fretlerick 
Pollock,  who  had  viHitinl  him,  and  whom  I  examined  as  a  wit- 
n«!88.  I  cmiHcd  Home  divcrnion  by  pitying  the  Hufferings  of  my 
brother  barrister  while  he  listened  to  me,  and  by  quoting  a  pas- 
sage from  (|u(!vedo,  the  Spanish  |M>et,  intimating  that  the  punish- 
ment of  wicked  fiddleix  in  a  future  state  will  be,  l)eing  condemned 
to  hear  fiddling  in  which  they  are  not  jH'rmitted  to  join.  Wilde, 
on  the  other  side,  was  obligeil  to  surrender,* 


LETTEK8  TO  SIR  UEOIIOE  CAMPBELL   IN   THE  YEAR   1840. 

New  Street,  March  21, 1840. 

.  .  .  After  being  tossed  about  for  some  months  on  a  stormy  sea 
amidst  breakers,  I  am  all  at  once  iu  smooth  water.     The  State 


*My  greateRt  fee  while  at  the  bar  wa^  for  arguing  the  cawe  before  the  Privy 
Council  on  the  will  of  .Tames  Woori,  of  QlouceRter — one  thousand  guineas, 
with  very  large  refreBhero!  Since  I  left  the  bar,  my  client,  who  succeeded, 
hat)  made  me  a  present  of  a  candelabrum  worth  as  much.  The  stake  for 
which  «e  contended  was  above  a  million. 
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trialfl  arc  all  over,  niid  the  Privi)<<K(*  Dill  hiw  {nummI  the  Com- 
inonit.  .  ,  .  My  l1l^l|Nli^ll  iiKiiiiiMt  th<t  ('ImrtiNtH  WON  wry  Miicf<(<M- 
(\il  and  not  without  k'*"*}'*  '^'^  ^'"  ""  fjc-nfieio  inf'M-mution 
it)piinHt  Fciir^iH  O'Cuniior,  uiid  to  tiut>  him  in  iwrwrn,  ru<|uiri>(l 
Hoiiic  (*«»iirtiK(*  iiixl  i'lici'^y.  To  hiivr  roiivirtnl  hiiii  if*  very  crctiit- 
altlf  to  th(>  (iovcrniiH'iit.  I  <io  not  rrnwnilM'r  any  event  of  the 
Mime  Hort  which  hiiM  ntu^'il  Hueh  ^iMierul  HntiHt action.  When 
I  cntcn<<l  the  IIonri<>  ot'  (Nimmonrt  on  ThiirMihiy  I  wmt  wnrnily 
oon);riitnhitc<l  on  all  Hi(l<>H,  inchuliM)^  Tori<>M  nnd  liiuliciiN. 

There  in  ii  rumor  that  Koiil  MollHturne  iH  going  to  retim, 
which  iri  u  litth>  ciMintciianctil  by  a  convcrmition  I  lately  heard 
him  engaged  in  at  Holland  1Ioum>  alN>ut  Hylla,  DitM'lvtian  and 
CharlcH  V. ;  hut  I  cannot  U'lieve,  although  he  criMikH  ho  much 
alxmt  hiM  health,  that  he  will  actually  alxlitiite.  On  thin  (N^iiMion 
I  witncHMcd  a  hurnt  of  fci'ling  from  him  for  whi(!h  I  woh  not  pra- 
pared.  He  wan  talking  of  the  (^ueen  having  Haid  to  him,  among 
the  0rHt  things  she  uttered  after  her  ac<'(>HHion,  that  her  father*)* 
dchtH  muHt  1k'  paid.  In  re|M>ating  tluH  declaration  he  shed  team 
and  wax  much  afTect(><l. 

HouKo  of  Cnrnmon*,  June  12, 1840. 

.  .  .  1  wiM  engagiMl  the  greater  part  of  yt«terday  in  cxamiuiug 
the  witneiueK  agaiuHt  Oxford.  All  flattery  apart,  the  Queen 
certainly  m  a  very  extraordinary  youug  woman.  She  tuld  Lord 
John  UuHHell,  who  told  me,  that  when  uhe  heard  the  first  shot, 
Hhe  did  not  know  she  hud  l)eon  fircil  at,  but  she  immediately  Haw 
the  OMsaHHiu  aiming  the  MCH'ond  pistol  at  her,  and  then  she  stooped 
down  to  avoid  the  bull,  ami,  finding  herself  safe,  she  gave  orders 
to  drive  to  her  mother's.  She  was  (piite  calm,  even  amidst  the 
enthusiuHtio  cheers  of  the  multitude  on  her  return  to  the  Palaee. 


HouRe  of  CoininonR,  July  22, 1840. 

.  .  .  The  most  distinguished  event  of  my  life  hus  been  that 
on  Tuesday  morning  I  was  strongly  urged  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain to  dance  a  Scot<;h  reel  l)efore  the  Queen.  We  have  taken 
for  a  year  the  house  at  Ashtead,  near  Epsom,  which  Tiord  North 
inhabited  when  Prime  Minister. 


UPP.  OP   I/)RI>  I'AMI'IIKI.I,.  [1810. 

.  .  .  W«  iiiuy  Im«  ill  u  (iN>rN  |NirtuliM>,  hut  wi*  vUm<  tlii<  M>HMioii 
ill  ^rt^t  MpiritM,  and  (t>rtiiiiily  tli«*  Tori<>M  urc  in  ii  Nt4iti'  •>(' (limnay. 
At  uur  fiNli  (liiiiHT  till  Hiitunliiy  \v«>  iliily  nuiiMU'iiiomtnl  tiii!  M>r- 
vicw  ol'  Sir  John  YiiriU*  HiiIIit,  wIio  Uy  \un  vot<>  of  want  of  iron- 
fldrncc  (f'rtninly  wiim  ot'Mij^nal  M-rvicc  in  ^^fttin^  mm  ilm>iig|i  tho 
wratiun.  Wudmnk  liniUli  and  Iouk  liftt  to  hi'n  with  thrw  tiium 
tliruv. 

A>ihtfii<l  AiiKuit  21,  IH-IO 

.  .  .  Siiinnit'i'  litix  I't'tiinml  to  iih  in  full  Mplciidor.  To-dny 
th«!re  iM  not  u  rloiid  in  tlu>  tlrriuiiii«*iit.  I  Iio|m'  you  arc  i>(|iially 
fortunutu  and  that  voit  will  hinmi  iiuvf  tine  rroiw  in  vour  Mtuek- 
yard. 

Wc  (Hintiinu!  to  «>niov  A^htcud  vcrv  iiiu«-li.  W'v  all  dinu 
to^L'thiir  at  thtvc,  and  have  nice  walkn,  ridcM,  and  drivi>M  in  thu 
fvciiin^.  The  day  for  my  trial  at  LivcrpcMtl  \n  not  yrt  (lx(><l.  I 
d(»  not  allow  my  r(>|MiH4>  to  Im'  diHtiirlH><l  l>y  th«-  apprchciiHion  of 
a  Frum-h  war,  but  I  ft'ar  that  M.  Thii'i^  mav  find  it  incvitabli!. 
HuiHieMHivc  Frviich  (iovcrnmcntM  have  planned  thi;  obtaining  of 
an  uwi'iidcncy  in  Kgypt  and  Syria,  aHucountcriMiiHc  to  our  Ka>tt- 
(irii  Empire,  l>y  making  MduMiict  Ali  a  Krt'iich  prfffl,  and  no 
MiuiMter  can  well  Htund  in  France  who  aUindonH  thin  |H>li(;y. 

But  I  ought  rather  to  tell  you  of  our  cowh,  pigs  aixl  poultry. 
I  huvv  the  eMtabliHhnieiit  of  a  country  Mpiirc — ten  men  HcrvantJi 
to  |)ay  and  fetni.  The  K<h>nw(MHl  |N»nieH  are  come  home,  much 
grown  and  improved.  Hally  rode  the  <'heHtnut  to  Al)inger  and 
back,  and  Molly  in  mounted  on  the  grey,  A  donkey  foriiiH  part 
of  the  cHtublinhment,  for  which  we  have  a  Spaninh  Middle  with 
paJiuieni  to  hold  Dudley,  C\>my  and  Ena. 

NfW  ►Strfwt,  Friday  niglit,  SeptfrnlK-r  18, 1840. 

.  .  .  Mary  and  I  have  betui  in  town  some  days.  We  eamo 
to  carry  Ually  to  nchool,  and  I  have  Ixjen  detainetl  by  some 
official  busincH^.     We  return  to  AMhteud  to-morrow  morning. 

I  dined  to-day  at  Holland  IIouw?.  On  my  way  thither  I 
stopjted  at  Brooks's  and  wus  mIiowii  for  the  first  time  a  paragraph 
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in  th<'  n«WM|Nt|N>rH  Ntiitiiig  ilinl    IMiiiiki^t  U  i«rtuliily  to  rtMigii 


imiiii>« 


linti'lv 


ItIM 


I  hi   In'  Miiiit'ltii'ii   l»v   Mr.  AliMtn',  ihn   IrUh 


H«ilii<itnr-(}i>iii>ral.  I  iu<iitiniic<l  th'iM  Ut  I<«>rtl  llnltiiiMl,  who  mi{<I 
ht^  hiiii  li(>nril  nothing;  of  it,  iiixl  <liil  nor  lN*lii>vi>  if.  If  miicIi  iui 
n|>|N)intiiii>iit  w('n>  ff*  niitdc,  I  kIioiiIiI  litniiitlor  it  it  (l<*lilN<mto 
iiiMult,  niul  should  m'ikI  in  my  r(>Mi)(nati«>n.  I  ii)<Nirt>«l  IaiM 
Ilojlnntl  to  iiitirnnti'  iih  nincli  to  I<«»nl  McllHiiirni'.  Hi*  wiih  very 
frinndly  u|m>,i  tlir  (M-iiixinn,  anil  wiiil  tlint,  howi>v<'r  much  my 
witlidniwiil  i'mni  tlir  Hom««>  of  CitmmimH  uiim  to  Ih>  n>)(n*tti><i, 
thin  n>iiHi«h>ration  oii^ht  not  to  weij^h  in  thtt  tilling;  n|>  of  an 
ofllcf  which  I  urn  i|ualiHi<<l  for,  and  am  willing  to  accept.  Ho 
hiut  iM'cn  lon^  vcrv  desirous  to  havo  mc  in  the  llmi  i>  of  I<«)rdit 
to  ktrp  Hroiifxhani  in  ch(><'l< ;  lint  thin  in  now  cfMiMidcrnl  of  Ichm 
ini|M>rtanc<>  Hinct>  BronglmrnV  liiwtility,  or  activity,  lia^  HultHidcd. 
liord  Holland  told  nic  a  naying  of  IiIh  grandfather  to  mIiow  that 
it  in  not  Ml  ditlicnlt  a  thing  to  Im>  ('hancellor.  H<inie  one  having 
aNke<l  Fox  what  the  (Government  w«iuld  do  for  a  ('haiKt'llor  if 
Lord  Hardwicke  Hlioiild  rirign.     Fox. — 'Olvt'  the  Oreat  Seal  to 
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Athtflftd,  OotoUr  1, 1A40. 

.  .  .  T  (•ontinue  to  eniov  Anhtead  km  much  an  ever.  You  tutk 
me  how  my  K(|uity  ntiidicf^  come  on.  Alaxt  I  can  tell  you  of 
nothing  hut  nmrix.  I  have  U'en  jH'initffif  rea<ling  'ClarinHU 
Harlowe.'  I  cannot  nay  that  it  uniforndy  delighte«l  me  ho  much 
DA  in  my  young  dayH,  and  I  was  obliged  to  wkij)  over  whole  letters 
OH  te<liouH;  hut  the  pathetic  M-enes  Htill  touehinl  me  to  tearH,  and 
the  hiHt  day  I  spj-nt  twelve  hoin'M  over  it,  Horry  when  it  won 
done.  In  the  evening  I  read  Mins  Austen's  novels  to  Mary  and 
the  girls;  and  I  must  admit  that,  with  almost  cnpial  genius,  she 
displays  much  In'tter  ta^tc  than  Richardson,  and  that  her  writingH 
are  much  l>etter  adapttnl  to  the  youthtui  mind. 

T  will  tell  you  how<!ver  a  hook  which  hjwdelightetl  me  beyond 
all  measure,  and  which,  if  you  have  not  read,  I  strongly  reoom- 
mend  to  you,  'Ii<ftters  froni  the  Mountains/  by  Mrs.  Grant  of 
Laggan,  a  Highland  minister's  wife.     I  prefer  them  to  those  of 
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Mudame  de  S6vigii6  or  I^ndy  Mary  Wortley  Montagu.  They 
are  particularly  iutcro»ting  to  mo,  from  their  allusions  to  the 
society  and  modes  of  life  in  whidi  I  waw  reared.  I  know  not 
which  to  admire  most — her  pictures  of  natural  scenery  or  her 
delineations  of  human  passions,  feelings  and  manners. 

I  have  not  been  altogether  idle.  Besides  answering  official 
and  private  cases  sent  down  to  me  here,  I  have  spent  upon  an 
average  two  or  three  hours  a  day  upon  the  practice  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  and  Equity  pleading.  I  hear  nothing  more  of  the 
Irish  (liancellorship,  and  I  tiike  it  for  granted  that  the  rumor 
of  Plunket's  resignation  is  nnfounde<]. 

The  Irish  Chancelloi-ship  would  not  be  by  any  means  a  desir- 
able destiny  for  me,  but  it  is  better  than  anything  else  that  is 
open.  I  would  not  by  any  means  accept  an  Equity  judgeship 
unless  I  were  convinced  I  could  adequately  discharge  its  duties; 
but  the  truth  is,  I  am  so  thoroughly  founded  in  the  Common 
Law,  and  have  been  so  nuich  in  the  Privy  Council,  the  House 
of  Lords  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  itself,  that  I  am  not  by  any 
means  appalled  by  the  mystery  which  Equity  draughtsmen  would 
make  of  their  craft. 

I  am  glad  you  have  got  the  Life  of  Sir  Sanmel  Romilly. 
Look  in  the  last  number  of  the  *  Quai'terly,'  where  you  will 
find  it  reviewed.  The  evidence  of  Dumont  on  the  inquest  there 
given  no  one  can  read  with  a  dry  eye.  In  all  history  and  iktiou 
I  know  nothing  more  truly  tragic. 

We  continue  to  have  nice  rides  on  the  downs,  and  in  the 
romantic  lanes  in  thi^5  country.  Diamond  chose  to  kick  oif  Loo 
the  other  day  on  Mickleham  downs.  She  behaved  very  gallantly, 
however,  sprang  up,  caught  him,  and  galloped  away  in  u  few 
minutes.  Jack  the  donkey  is  the  most  important  memlxjr  of 
our  stud.  We  have  a  Spanish  saddle  for  him,  on  which  sit  Cissy 
and  Ena.  Dudley,  Avho  rejoices  in  being  a  donkey  boy,  leads 
him  across  the  common  so  loaded,  and  Mary  and  I  follow 
behind. 

All  this  must  soon  be  exchanged  for  the  bickerings  of  the 
bar.     But  I  believe  my  repose  will  be  undisturbed  till  term 
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comes  round.     Mr.  Andrew  Millar  informs  nic  that  my  presence 
in  Iklinburgh  may  for  the  present  be  dispensed  with. 

i 
Ashtead,  October  18, 1840.    ' 

...  I  am  going  to  town  on  Tuesday  to  see  about  the  trial  of 
Lord  Caitligan  before  tjjc  Pf  ors,  but  I  hope  tt>  return  on  Wednes- 
day and  to  have  another  \;'(?ok  of  tlcar  Ashtead.  lioo,  Molly 
and  I  still  ride  out  daily,  exploring  the  greon  lanes  and  discov- 
ering fresh  beauties  in  this  delightful  country. 

New  Street.  November  1, 1840. 

...  I  have  not  yet  got  over  the  death  of  Lord  Holland.  I 
was  engaged  tt)  dine  at  Plolland  House  the  day  he  was  taken  ill. 
When  I  entered  the  drawing-room  I  was  surprised  to  find  it 
empty.  Dr.  Holland  by  and  by  came  in,  saying  he  had  been 
sent  for,  and  that  Lord  Holland  was  dangerously  ill.  I  came 
back  to  town  in  Lady  Holland's  carriage,  sent  to  bring  Dr. 
ChamlKirs.  When  I  sent  to  inquire  next  morning,  the  answer 
was  that  Lord  Holland  had  died  at  six  o'clock !  I  had  received 
more  personal  kindness  from  him  than  from  any  other  public 
man.  I  had  a  letter  from  him  about  Fred  (in  whom  he  took  a 
lively  interest)  the  very  day  before  he  was  taken  ill,  and  proba- 
bly the  last  letter  he  ever  wrote. 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

The  session  of  1841  began  with  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Cardi- 
gan at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  fighting  a  duel.  The 
result  of  this  was  very  discreditable  to  the  administration  of 
justice,  the  noble  prisoner  having  been  acquitted  because  the  wit- 
nesses did  not  prove  th^t  his  antagonist.  Captain  Tuckett,  was 
known  by  each  of  the  names  Harvey  Gurnett  Phipps  Tuckett, 
by  which  he  was  described  in  the  indictment,  although  there 
was  no  question  as  to  his  identity.  I  could  take  no  blame  to 
myself,  as  I  had  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  such  evidence,  and 
I  was  told  it  would  be  given.     Although  Lord  Cardigan  was 
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by  no  meann  a  [M>pu1ar  man,  there  was  the  strongent  wish  among 
all  his  judges  that  he  should  escape  on  some  ground  or  other. 

I  was  censured  for  speaking  so  lightly  on  this  occasion  of  the 
moral  guilt  of  duelling ;  but  my  observations  wei*e  confined  to 
the  case  where  a  man,  without  being  at  all  to  blame  himself,  is 
so  circumstanced  that  to  preserve  himself  from  infamy  and  ruin 
he  is  compelletl  to  send  or  to  accept  a  challenge ;  and  I  confess 
I  do  not  see  how  such  a  man  in  going  into  the  field  of  honor 
violates  the  law  of  God  more  than  by  firing  against  a  public 
enemy  on  the  field  of  battle.  If  he  is  the  oiTending  party  and 
kills  his  antagonist,  he  is  a  murderer.  It  is  delightful  to  think 
that  fi'om  increased  refinement  of  manners  the  practice  of  duel- 
ling disappcai^s,  and  that,  instead  of  conferring  distinction,  a 
duel  is  at  jn-csent  considered  a  misfortune  and  a  discredit  to  a 
man  as  long  as  he  lives.  The  Melbourne  Administration  was 
now  tottering  to  its  fall.  The  Tories  skilfully  brought  forward 
an  Irish  question  on  which  the  Government  might  be  weakened 
by  the  unpopularity  of  O'Connell.  The  English  nation  hated 
him  as  an  Irishman  and  a  Roman  Catholic;  they  justly  con- 
demned the  coarseness  of  invective  in  which  he  indulged,  and 
they  very  unfairly  forgot  the  zealous  and  effective  services  he 
had  rendered  to  Ireland.  The  Government  was  most  absurdly 
blamed  by  many  niotlorate  and  many  liberal  men  for  accepting 
his  support,  without  ])roof  or  char}>'e  that  to  please  him  any 
improper  measures  had  ever  been  brought  forward  or  supporte<l. 

Lord  Stanley's  Bill  to  regulate  the  registration  of  voters  in 
Ireland  was  represented  as  so  imperatively  required  to  put  down 
fraud  and  perjury,  that  all  legislation  must  be  suspended  till  it 
passed.  The  object  of  its  promoters  being  gained,  it  is  now 
thrown  like  a  worthless  weed  away. 

Ought  the  Whig  Ministers  to  have  resigned  as  soon  as  they 
found  the  PIouso  of  Commons  against  them?  Or  were  they 
justified  in  bringing  forward  their  Budget  and  appealing  to  the 
people  ?  I  was  strongly  for  the  latter  course,  and  the  result  has 
in  no  degree  altered  my  opinion.  We  did  well  both  for  the  sake 
of  the  nation  and  for  the  sake  of  the  party.    The  Free  Trade 
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Budget  Inid  the  foundation  for  PocI'b  Tariff  and  for  the  relaxa- 
tion and  sj)cedy  destruction  of  'the  sliding  scale,*  and  we  are  now 
in  the  proud  situation  of  seeing  our  measures  carried  into  effect 
by  our  successors.  Upon  the  dissolution  the  elections  went 
dreadfully  against  us,  but  the  result  would  have  Wn  worsu  if 
the  Tories  had  lieen  allowed  to  take  the  government  in  the 
month  of  April.  It  would  have  been  said  that  we  had  resigned 
to  please  O'Coiuiell,  and  l^ecause  we  saw  that  Stanley's  Registra- 
tion Bill  was  to  cut  off  the  tail  of  the  Liberator.  Peel  would 
have  strictly  concealed  his  intentions  with  respect  to  Irish  Regis- 
tration, the  Poor  Law,  the  Corn  Laws  and  the  Tariff  for  the  rest 
of  the  session  and,  dissolving  the  Parliament  in  the  first  flush  of 
victory,  the  Liberals  would  hardly  have  had  the  courage  to  con- 
test a  single  seat.  Thus  his  majority  would  have  been  much 
more  overpowering.  Besides  we  must  ever  remember  that  it  is 
not  fair  to  judge  entirely  by  the  event ;  there  was  a  chance  that 
the  people  might  then  have  seen  their  true  interest  with  regard 
to  Free  Trade  and  the  other  measures  we  proposed,  and  might 
have  enabled  us  to  carrv  them. 

As  soon  as  the  dissolution  was  resolved  on,  Lord  John  Russell 
and  Lord  Melbourne  spontaneously  intimated  to  me  that  they 
wished  me  to  hold  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland  as  successor  to  Lord 
Plunket,  and  to  take  my  place  in  the  Upper  House,  which  would 
create  no  permanent  addition  to  the  Peerage.  I  accepted  the 
offer.  The  arrangement  was  the  best  that  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  make  for  me,  and  I  had  no  doubt  that  by  caution  and 
assiduity  I  should  be  able  creditably  to  discharge  the  duties  of  my 
new  office.  About  the  same  time  Wilde  had  an  intimation  that 
he  was  to  be  Attorney-General,  and  Erie  had  the  offer  of  being 
Sol  icitor-Genoral . 

I  imagined  that  I^ord  Pluuket's  consent  had  been  obtained,  and 
I  was  not  aware  that  I  had  anything  to  apprehend  except  uncer- 
tainty of  tenure,  till  one  evening  at  the  very  close  of  the  session 
I  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Melbourne  stating  that  Lord 
Plunket  refused  to  resign.     I  made  a  great  stir  at  first,  but  I  was 
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calmed  down,  and  T  agreed  to  remain  Attorney-General  and  again 
to  stand  for  Edinburgh.'" 

A  different  turn  was  suddenly  given  to  the  affair  by  Lord  For- 
tescue,  the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  hud  been  absent  from  Dublin, 
on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  father  in  Devonshire,  when  Lord 
Melbourne's  letter  to  Lord  Plunket  had  arrived  asking  for  the 
resignation ;  and  when,  on  his  return,  he  heard  of  the  refusal,  he 
wrote  to  Lord  Plunket  strongly  urging  the  resignation.f 


*  LETTER  TO    LORD   MELBOURNE. 

'  New  Street,  Spring  Oardens,  June  12, 1841. 

'Dear  Lord  Melbourne: — I  am  satisfied.  From  William  Qibson  Craig'a 
refusal  to  come  forward  as  a  candidate  at  Edinburgh,  the  field  is  clear  for  me, 
and  I  believe  I  shall  be  returned  without  opposition.    Yours  faithfully, 

'J.  Campbell.' 

letter   from   lord   MELBOURNE. 

'  Mt  dear  Attorney  : — I  am  much  relieved  and  gratified  by  your  letter. 
It  was  a  blundering  thing  to  open  this  matter  before  the  preliminary  step  was 
fully  arranged,  but  I  thought  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  be  so 
without  difficulty.  It  is  also  another  proof  of  your  d'  otion  to  your  princi- 
ples and  party,  and  an  addition  to  the  many  and  great  services  which  you 
have  already  rendered.     Believe  me,  my  dear  Attorney.     Yours  faithfully, 

'  Melpoubxe.' 


LETTERS   FROM   JUDOE  BALL. 


'Dubliu,  June  13. 


'Mt  Dear  Attorney- Qeheeal: — Lord  Ebrington  arrived  at  two  o'clock 
this  morning  from  Devonshire,  and  he  has  already  written  to  Plunket, 
requesting  to  see  him  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  Lord  Ebrington's  intention 
to  represent  to  Plunket  in  the  most  determined  manner  and  terms  thaf  he 
cannot  without  disgrace  refuse  to  give  effect  to  the  engagement  he  gave  in 
writing  last  year  to  retire  whenever  required.' 

'  June  16. — Lord  Ebrington  and  Plunket  had  a  very  stormy  meeting,  and 
Plunket  put  his  refusal  distinctly  on  the  ground  of  his  apprehension  of  being 
compromised  in  public  opinion  if  he  should  be  instrumental  to  your  getting 
a  retiring  salary  after  a  few  weeks'  or  months'  service — in  the  event  of  the 
Government  being  obliged  to  go  out  on  the  meeting  of  the  new  Parliament.' 

'June  17. — This  morning  Lord  Ebrington  wrote  a  letter  to  Plunket,  urging 
the  matter  in  such  terms  that  the  latter  came  to  him  at  two  o'clock,  and 
announced  his  resignation.  Lord  Ebrington  has  told  Plunket  that  he  takes 
upon  himself  the  entire  responsibility  of  the  arrangement,  so  that  Plunket 
will  have  to  encounter  the  obloquy  he  so  much  dreaded.' 
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Lord  Pluiikct  wrote  back  that  Huch  favors  had  been  conferred 
upon  him  and  his  family  by  the  Government,  that  he  could  no 
longer  refuse  to  do  what  they  so  earnestly  wished.  But  on  the 
day  of  his  last  appearance  in  court  he  declared  to  the  bar  that 
the  resignation  was  forced  upon  him  to  make  way  for  Sir  John 
Campbell;  that  he  was  no  party  to  the  arrangement;  that  he 
highly  disapproved  of  it ;  that  though  personally  and  politically 
he  had  a  great  re8j>ect  for  Sir  John  Campbell,  he  thought  the 
office  of  Chancellor  ought  to  be  filled  by  a  member  of  the  Irish 
bar — ii  bar  so  rer.  jwned  for  honor  and  independence  and  so  rich 
in  learning  and  genius. 

This  speech  of  course  set  the  Four  Courts  on  fire.  A  meeting 
of  the  bar  was  immediately  called,  and  strong  resolutions  were 
passed  against  the  threatened  intrusion. 

Lord  Fortescue  remained  firm,  and  wrote  to  Lord  Melbourne 
that  if  I  was  not  appointetl  Chancellor  he  would  immediately 
resign  his  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant. 

I  proposed  that  I  should  be  appointed  without  the  pension  in 
case  of  removal  from  office,  to  which,  in  the  usual  course,  1 
should  have  been  entitled.  My  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  it 
was  announced  in  the  *  Morning  Chronicle '  that  Sir  John 
Campbell  was  to  hold  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland  without  any 
retiring  pension.  But  the  Tory  papers  all  asserted  that  the 
aj)poiiitment  was  a  job  to  procure  me  a  pension,  and  that  a  pen- 
sion I  was  to  have,  notwithstanding  the  denial  of  the  fact.  To 
this  day  many  believe  that  I  am  in  the  receipt  of  £4,000  a  yeai* 
for  having  held  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland  six  weeks.* 


'June  SO. — I  must  now  tell  you  that  Lord  Ebrington  has  written  by  tbio 
post,  to  Lord  Melbourne  to  announce  that  he  resigns  unless  your  appointment 
takes  place,  and  he  has  requested  me  to  say  that  he  is  exceedingly  desirous 
that  you  should  come  over  here  to  assume  your  oflSce  with  the  least  possible 
delay.' 


LITTBS  FROM  EARL  FOBTESOUE 


■  Fhceniz  Park,  June  22,  1841. 

'  Mt  deae  Sib  Johk  : — Though  I  begged  our  friend  Ball  to  write  to  you 
yesterday,  I  add  a  line  myself  to  say  how  glad  I  shall  be  to  see  you  here  with 


206 


MFE  OP   LORD  OAMmKT.I,. 


[184J. 


ii! 


I  rijoicu  that  I  iiin  iKM)r  and  pcnMionlew.  The  punsion  wuuki 
have  bt'fii  very  I'onvenieiit  for  me  and  my  .family,  and  the 
services  I  am  now  gratuitously  rondoring  to  tlio  public  uh  a 
judge  in  the  Privy  Council  and  in  the  House  of  Lords  would 
not  be  adequately  com|>cn8ated  by  the  amount  of  the  i>enHiou  of 
an  Irish  ex-Chancellor;  but  it  would  have  exposed  the  Govern- 
ment to  obloquy,  and  would  have  be«'n  a  subject  of  very  painful 
i-ecollections  to  myself. 

No  one  csin  charge  me  with  having  '  lived  uj)on  the  taxt.s.' 
When  in  ottlce  I  received  no  emolument  except  for  business 
<Ione.  In  1831  the  Whigs  (I  think  rather  capriciously)  cut  off' 
tlie  salary  of  the  Attorney-  and  Solicitor-General,  together  with 
the  wages  of  £40  a  year  formerly  allowed  to  the  King's  counsel. 
I  was  even  compelled  to  pay  land-tax  upon  my  salary  sis 
Attorney-General  which  I  never  receiveil,  and  threatened  with 
proceedings  against  me  in  the  Exchequer  if  I  refused,  although 
no  one  could  tell  me  in  whose  name  the  prtH'cetlings  were  to  be 
instituted.  8uch  was  the  et;onoiny  of  the  Whig  Governni»'nt 
that  they  would  not  even  give  the  Attorney-General  the  usual 
stationery,  nor  any  allowance  for  it,  so  that  he  was  obliged 
gratuitously  to  draw  public  Acts  of  Parliament  on  his  own  paper, 
and  with  his  own  pens  and  ink.  Had  this  Ikjcu  known  to 
Joseph  Hume  it  would  have  softened  his  hamngues  against 
ministerial  extravagance. 

I  had  now  only  to  choose  my  title ;  and,  never  having  done 


Lady  Strathedon  and  any  of  your  family  whom  you  may  wish  to  bring  over 
with  you  bufore  you  have  made  arrangements  for  fixing  your  own  residence. 
I  am  going  to  DuvonBhire  to-day  for  the  petformance  of  a  melancholy  duty, 
but  I  jiropope  being  back  on  Saturday,  and  I  shall  be  ready,  if  it  suits  you, 
to  receive  you  on  that  day. 

'You  know,  of  course,  what  a  strong  prejudice  has  been  raised  against 
your  appointment.  Your  waiver  of  the  pension  in  case  of  our  being  turned 
out  by  the  result  of  the  elections  has,  however,  removed  the  only  reasonable 
ground  of  objection  to  it,  and  though  storms  are  easily  raised  among  '.'■■'' 
excitable  spirits  of  this  country,  they  seldom  stand  long  against  reason  uod 
justice  when  backed  by  calm  and  firm  determination.  Believe  me  always, 
my  dear  Sir  John.    Yours  very  faithfully, 

'  FOEIESOUE.' 
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uiiything  to  make  mo  oHlmmeil  of  my  uamo,  and  that  name 
Mounding  well  and  being  dintinguinhed,  I  iKKitmc  'John  Lord 
Compbcll,  Buron  Camplnjll  of  St.  Andrews  in  the  county  of 
Fife.'  Time  wjih  when  I  should  have  considercil  it  a  mighty 
affair  to  Ix*  a  lord,  but  in  reality  I  rather  felt  lowered  by  the 
elevation. 

The  Council  at  which  I  was  sworn  in  a  Privy  Councillor  was 
a  very  dinmal  scene.  Her  Majesty  sate  at  the  head  of  the  board, 
with  Prince  All)ert  on  her  right  hand.  Lord  Lauadowne,  who 
officiatetl  as  Loi-d  President,  was  very  ill,  and  had  his  arm  in  a 
nling.  Lord  Melbourne  himself  ha<l  a  fit  of  the  gout,  and  could 
hardly  walk  between  his  chair  and  the  Queen's,  when  he  wished 
to  instruct  her  in  the  ceremonial  of  receiving  wands  and  giving 
them  away.  This  was  the  day  when  Lord  Surrey  resigned  his 
office,  and  several  other  alterations  were  made  in  the  Household. 

Her  majesty  gave  me  her  liand  to  kiss  very  graciously,  but 
saiil  nothing.  After  a  melancholy  shake  of  the  hand  from  my 
brother  Councillors,  I  took  my  place  at  the  board.  Lord 
Marcus  Hill  was  sworn  in  after  me,  and  the  gloom  was  for  a 
moment  relieved  by  a  suppressed  laugh  from  the  ludicrous  cir- 
cumstances of  there  being  no  chair  for  him  at  the  '  board,'  and 
his  being  obliged  to  sit  down  at  a  side-table. 

[I  add  three  out  of  the  many  congratulatory  letters  which  my 
father  receive<l  on  this  occasion. — Ed.] 


LETTER  FROM  SIR  WILLIAM  GIBSON  CRAIG. 

'  Edinburgh,  Jane  20, 1841. 

'  My  dbak  Sir  John  ; — I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  upon  your  new 
appointment,  the  right  to  which  no  man  could  have  more  honorably  earned. 
I  must  admit  however  that  the  intelligence  was  on  other  grounds  far  from 
welcome.  I  regret  that  Edinburgh  has  lost  the  best  and  most  efficient  repre- 
lentative  she  over;  has  had,  or  for  a  long  time  at  least  is  likely  to  have. 

'As  it  seems  really  impossible  to  find  any  other  candidate  who  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  constituency,  I  have  consented  to  come  forward  in  your 
place.    This  appears  to  give  satisfaction,  and  it  is  believed  that  there  will  be 
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no  apposition,  tl  i^  thn  latt  pUcn  in  OruKt  Britain  I  nhould  havo  wiihed  to 
•it  for  ;  bat  reiolutoly  an  I  had  determined  never  to  beoonie  a  candidate  while 
there  wai  a  chance  of  another  Liberal  being  found,  I  never  could  have 
allowed  from  mere  perional  feelingH  io  important  a  repreeentation  being  loet 
to  the  party.    I  remain,  my  dear  Hir  John,  youre  very  truly, 

'  W.  QiBMV  Ckaio.' 


LEITER   FROM   LORD   DUNFERMLINE. 

■Colinton,  June  27,1841. 

'Dear  Campuell.— T  hear  from  Lord  Cuninghame  that  you  are  to  be  in 
Dublin  this  week.  I  cannot  refiist  my  denire  to  say  a  few  word*  to  you  on 
your  retirement  from  an  ofBc6  which  you  have  «o  long  filled.  According  to 
my  obHervation  thore  in  no  nituation  in  the  law  which  trie*  more  or  indeed  $o 
severely  the  knowlndgo,  judgment  and,  above  all,  the  sterling  qualitiee  of  the 
understanding,  than  the  office  of  Atlorutty-Oeneral.  I  think  so,  because  it 
appoare  to  me  that  ihore  have  boen  in  my  time  lawyers  who  stood  justly  high 
as  judges,  whose  legal  nputation  wan  impaired  by  the  recollection  of  their 
mistakes  and  failures  while  holding  the  office  of  Attorney-General.  I  have 
often  said  that  I  did  not  think  that  any  Attorney-General  had,  within  my 
recollection,  passed  through  the  trials  of  the  office  with  the  same  success  that 
has  marked  your  long  course.  It  is  presumptuous  in  me  to  ofifer  an  opinion  on 
a  matter  of  which  I  am  necessarily  a  most  imperfect  judge ;  but  it  is  what  I 
think,  uiiu  i'u  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  exprens  it  to  an  old  colleague  and  friend. 

'You  know  what  my  opinion  was  when  the  office  of  Master  of  the  RolU 
was  given  to  Lord  Langdnle.  My  opinion  has  undergone  no  change,  but  I 
ehould  hope  that  you  think,  as  it  appears  to  me  that  you  very  reasonably  may 
do,  that  your  present  position  is  in  various  respects  more  satisfactory  and 
advantageous  to  you,  than  if  you  had  then  been  placed  on  the  bench. 

'  I  can  tell  you  little  about  the  elections  here.  .  .  .  Believe  me  to  be,  yours 
very  truly, 

'DniFERMLtKE.' 


LETTER   FROM  T.   B.   MACAULAY. 

* 

'London,  July  7, 1841. 

'  Dear  Lord  Campbell  : — I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  you  have  triumphed 
over  the  senseless  opposition  of  a  part  of  the  Irish  bar.  I  am  greatly  con- 
cerned at  the  part  which  Plunket  has  acted. 

'At  Edinburgh  everything  went  well.  Your  name  was  never  mentioned 
«xcept  with  respect  and  good-will.  We  drank  your  health  with  great  enthu- 
siasm at  the  dinner  of  the  conveners  of  committees. 
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'Oar  ooan*  I  Uka  to  be  ole»r.  We  mint  moat  the  new  Parliaroeni.  I 
tnppoea  that  we  iihatl  be  beaten  on  the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  If  lo,  I  think 
that  we  ought  to  reeign  directly.  Such  a  vote  could  be  considered  only  aa  • 
declaration  of  want  of  confidence.  If  they  let  ue  keep  Lefevre,  we  iball  b« 
beaten  on  the  Adilreiw ;  and  of  coune  then  we  go. 

'  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  ihall  mueter  three  hundred  at  leMt.  Ever  jwn 
truly, 

'T.  B.  lllOAOLAT.' 


VOL.  U. 
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Jovi,  IH41— NoVRMnKK,  |H|2. 


Qo«i  to  Triil«n<l  m  T.nnI  ('haiKillnr-  [)>'lVul  nf  llm  WIiI^h  at  t>in(l«noral  F.I«o> 
tinn ---Tiiki'x  liiK  St'iil  It)  (liii  KmiHii  ul'  [,»ri|ii  — I)i'bittti  in  tlio  llniinn  of 
I.oril*—('iitiinii  of  tint  Dowiitiill  of  tlio  WIiikn  — U<<iii)fniition  of  Loni  Mul- 
bourno'H  (lovi'rnnmiil — Tim  Wliiupt  out  oi  Urtiii>  -fit  lioiiio  for  wrilmn  tin* 
'Iiivi'H  ol'  thu  Cliiiix'itlldrx' — I'lilili^lii'M  liiH  S|ii«>L'lii'N— HitM  on  tlio  JuiIii'imI 
Cominitteo  of  tlia  I'rivy  Council— Sfxxion  ol'  1M|J  m  tlio  llnuiio  of  LoriU 
—  f.oril  llioii^^limn  nti'l  Hvmnn  III  'n  Fiottor*  to  Ijoril  North— Tour  on  dm 
Rliinu  un>l  ViHit  to  .^cotUimi— (  onilumon  of  llio  Autol>iogri»{ihy. 

AiTTonr<M»KAiMiy. 


In  II  t\'w  (liiVH  1  t(Mik  my  (Icinirliiri!  for  IicIiiihI,  accoiuiMUiicd 
hy  my  w'lt'v  and  my  cMi'Nt  (laughter  liOiiisi-.  I  liml  writtoii  u 
riirtpci-tttil  li'tter  to  IMuiikct  aiiiioiiiiciii^  my  approarh.  On  land- 
ing at  Kiiij^stown  I  rcci-ivcfl  a  <ivil  an.swcr  tVoni  him  doI'viTitl 
by  hi(*  wMTctary.  The  Ltti'd  liifiittiiant'w  «'«iTiaj;e  waH  waitin)^ 
tu  conduct  UH  to  the  Vicci'i'o^iil  iiodirc  in  th(!  IMio'iiix  I'ai'k.  Tho 
8aniL>  day  u  Couiuul  was  held  at  the  Castle;  I'lunket  reMigned 
the  (ireat  Seal ;  it  was  haiKlcd  over  to  me,  and  I  was  sworn  in 
an  Irish  i'rivy  Councillor. 

Lord  Forteseui!  magnanimously  invited  IMiinket  to  dinner; 
we  drank  wine  together,  tmd  I  ul'terwards  visite<l  him  at  Old 
Cunnaiight,  his  eunntry  seat. 

I  oidy  sate  in  eiMirt  as  Chancellor  a  few  days,  the  «'ireuits  hav- 
ing begun  and  the  time  having  arrived  when,  according  to  the 
custom  in  Ireland,  the  (Vmrt  of  Chancery  adjourns  for  the  long 
vacation.  I  was  dreadfully  nervous  in  taking  my  seat  on  the 
bench,  but  the  second  day  I  becjune  cool  and  collected.  The 
bur  behaved  to  me  most  respectfidly  and  courteously.  Short  us 
my  experience  was,  I  saw  enough  to  persuade  mo  that  I  should 
have  been  complete  master  of  the  court,  and  that  I  should  have 
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givi'ii  |{<<ii(>rnl  MotiHriirriuii.  Rut  fiih)  hiul  iKvii^ttl  u  vury  it|MiHly 
Icrtniitiitioti  to  my  (itifcr  in  Irt'liiiul. 

The  ru'WM  of  th«>  rhM'tioiiM  in  Kngland  wmui  arrived  ami  \m*- 
niiiin  «liiily  ini)r«<  (IlKiiNtroiiM.  I  Iia<l  Ihtii  in  treaty  for  n  f)n» 
ImiHi' nil  .Str|)lH'n*M  (in-*'!!  wlii'H  I  licartj  (»r  LonI  M()r|N>th'H  «ln- 
fiat  for  (li(>  W«'Ht  Uitliiig  di'  YuikHltirr, and  I  inunt>«liaUly  hroko 
otr  tilt!  n«•^ntiatl()n. 

I  (liil  not  fht'ii  foH'WM'  thr  iittor  proMtratinn,  I  may  wiy  rxiitu^ 
tion,  of  our  party  which  hiiM  Hiticc  tal«>n  plact',  and,  in  the  ho|M« 
of  a  livfly  opposition  to  the  n<-\v  (iov(>rmii<>nt  and  H|M>4><ly  nwto- 
ration  to  power,  I  M|K'nt  my  tiiiu'  very  ^aily.  I  gavo  only  on« 
diniHM* — tliiw  wiiM  at  my  hotel,  to  the  olliecix  of  my  iMHirt  and  the 
Att4)rnt'y-  and  Soli<'itor-f}<'noral ;  hut  I  hud  conHtant  invitation* 
from  th(!  WWv^  j»dg<'>*  und  the  leaders  of  our  party  in  Puhlin. 
fn  Hpitc  of  my  K'ing  an  alien,  they  treate<l  nie  with  very  ji^reat 
UindiK'Sri.  At  Ilowth  and  Malahide  wu  wen;  entertaincHl  by  the 
tleHeenilaiitH  of  the  eompaniouH  of  StronglM)W,  in  cuMtlcH  eriH;t<><l 
in  the  rei^n  of  Henry  1 1. 

I  met  Daniel  O'Conndl  only  once,  at  the  tabic  of  Fitz- 
Mynjoiids  IiIh  Hon-in-law.  \V«  were  vcr}'  eordial.  T  must  Hay 
he  behaved  exeee<linj;ly  wi-ll  to  nw,  Althon;;h  the  Orangemen 
often  taunted  him  with  my  appointment,  and  inveighed  a<i;ainHt 
it  n.^  a  mark  of  Irish  dej^retlation — and,  in  his  contest  for  tho 
city  of  Dublin,  West,  his  opponent,  acrused  him  of  supportinjf 
a  (jovernment  which  had  conferred  a  pension  of  X4000  a  year 
on  Sir  John  rainplM'll  for  doiiifj;  nothinji; — he  never  joined  in 
the  popular  cry,  nor,  either  publicly  or  privately  did  anything 
to  annoy  me.  Ci-rtainly  it  would  have  been  (U)nsiderablc  treach- 
ery if  he  had  yieldiKl  to  the  temptation.  When  Peel's  negotia- 
tion for  a  Ministry  in  1837  broke  otT,  O'Connell  said  to  me,. 
*  Xow  do  you  set  off  for  Ireland  as  soon  as  possible'  And  liOrd 
Duticannon  havinj;  soinided  him  whether  njy  appointnient  would 
be  obje(!ted  ttt  by  the  (Aitholic  body,  he  had  expressed  his  entire 
approbation  of  it.  He  hated  Plunket,  an<l  as  no  Catholic  could 
hold  the  Great  Seal  he  woidd  rather  have  seen  it  in  the  hands 
of  a  foreigner  than  of  an  Irish  Protestant.     Besides  he  hatl  per- 
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lonnl  k(mn1  will  for  nii>,  iw  I  hiul  nlwiiyi*,  in*  far  an  I  (imiM,  hii|>- 
portnl  Catholir  Kiimiiri|Nttioii  nn«l  tlif>  riiii>M>  of  InOnml. 

Our  tdtiriiig  wiwt  miifliM'*!  to  tint  VnN>  of  AviNiiftml  lh<>  iNiiii- 
tlM  of  thu  iimiity  of  Wii'klow,  wliicli  nrcivrtiiiiily  vi>ry  Ntrikiiii;. 

A  r«)w  (layH  lM>for<>  our  (l«>|Nirtun>  for  Kiifflnnd,  Norrnmi  Miw- 
donnid,  tin*  Undrr  H«><>n'tiiry,  i'litfrtaihitl  um  HUtnptuouMly  at  \\\n 
<'hnnnin((  oniciiil  nwidrutv  in  tlii>  IMiuMiix  Park.  Am  hi>  Mliow<*d 
UM  hiN  ^roundN,  Iiih  ^anli'MM,  and  IiIm  niUMTvntory,  which  h«>  wiv« 
fu>  MMHi  to  |i>av«<,  I  Maid  to  him,  '  Noriunu,  thcM*  aro  tht*  thin)(N 
which  make  death  dreadful.' 

Our  hu4t  |>ic<*«>  of  (gaiety  waM  a  )(mnd  IniII  fi^ivvn  hy  I^ord 
Morp4>th  at  the  Kotunda  to  all  the  prt'tty  women  in  and  near 
Dublin,  whether  T«»ry  or  Whi^r,  Conwrvative  tir  F^iU'ral,  Onui^^e 
or  Or(H>n.  I  never  hhw  anything  ho  liandHoinely  and  taMtcfully 
(h>ne,  ami  I  could  no  Ioniser  wonder  that  hewuMthemoHt  lM>loved 
of  Irinh  ^^^K'r<'tari^'H. 

At  the  eloM>  of  the  Chanci-ry  ^ittin^H,  when  the  event  of  the 
eleetiouM  might  Im>  considered  doubtful,  I  delivered  an  addrcM*  to 
the  Iri»h  l»ar  on  Kipiity  Kcforni,  which  wan  well  reeeivwl.  On 
the  eve  of  my  departure  I  again  nate  in  court  to  cull  within  the 
bur  u  new  Initch  of  (^iicen'H  couiim'I.  We  |Nirted  with  g«MHl 
feeling  on  iMith  Hi(h>H.  I  might  have  Imh'u  jeHtingly  compli- 
mented in  an  address  de<-laring  that  whil*  I  hehl  the  Great  S<>al 
of  Ireland  T  had  never  given  ollcric(>  to  anyone,  and  that  none 
of  my  (h^'isions  would  ever  Im-  reversi^l.  But  it  wan  not  an 
«M'casion  for  banter,  and  then?  were  no  Herious  topics  for  a  public; 
vnledicti(m. 

Having  <linwl  in  Dublin,  we  were  attended  to  Kingstown,  by 
kind  friends  who  bade  us  a  t<'n»ler  adi  i,  and  ex|)ri'Hse<l  a  sincere 
but  vain  wish  for  our  Hpee<ly  rctur  At  wjven  o*cl(M'k  uvxt 
evening  we  dined  in  N<!W  Stre«'t,  ISjiii.i^;'  (lardens. 

Thus  was  I  of  office,  pension  ami  practitte  at  once  Iwref't. 
With  descent  resignation  I  put  on  my  s<'urlet  roU's  as  a  peer, 
was  intr(Kluced  by  the  Earl  Marshal  and  two  Barons,  hud  my 
])utcnt  read  at  the  table,  t4H)k  tlic  oaths,  and,  after  making  the 
requisite  number  of  Ik)Ws,  was  plaop<l  upon  the  Baron's  bench. 
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()ii(*t>  iiion'  I  iipiNiintl  iiM  l^tinl  < 'liiiiu'cllor  of  Iri'lniid.  In 
timt  i'ii|HMity  I  wiiM  iiiviti'tl  lo  II  ^ninil  oilltiul  iliiuicr,  givnn  by 
lionl  Mi'llMMinii' iiM  l*ri'iiiii>r,  til*' «luy  lN>iur«' th(M>|)«iiiii)(  of  I*nr> 
liiiiiii'ht,  to  i-i'imI  till'  Kiiyiil  S|n'4><'Ii.  I  liiul  iH'iini  Pitt  iN'rfnrtii 
till'  Niiiiii'  duty  »l  llif  ('iNkpit,  Wliitrliall,  wImti',  aitiinliiiK  Ut 
uiM'ii'iit  ifHi^'',  tint  Unyiil  SiHi'fli  wikM  iilwiiyn  read  liy  liiiti  wli<)^«< 
n^hitIi  t'oiintitiitioiialiy  it  wa^,  in  tlM>  I'vciiin^  iM't'on'  tin'  day 
wlii'ii  it  WIN  to  Ut  ili'livcnij  tVoiii  tli«>  tlmiiic.  For  t\w  v'mht 
prtTi'diiiK  ycai^  I  IiimI  lii-tird  tlii>  S|h><i'Ii  r«'ad  U'torii  dinner  by 
tJH'  It'itdcr  of  till'  lloiM'  III' < 'Miiiiiioim.  On  tliiM  cxtraortlinary 
iN-i'iiMioii  a  i'i>\>y  of  till'  SiHi'di  wiv*  M>nt  to  the  I'Uh.'  of  WvlU 
in^toii. 

Ai't«'r  diniicr  MrllMiiini«'  I'l'iid  liiM  '  lant  h|K'«'4'Ii,  coiifrHHion  and 
dyin^  woi-iIh'  wry  ^nin'riiily,  and  till  \vv  left  liini  ho  ai'ttil  liin 
|HU-t  with  gaiety  ol'  heart.  Hut  I  am  Mirry  to  xay  li(>  rail(>d  nioNt 
iiii.>M'ral>ly  in  ili'  IIoiim'  ot'  liordr*  next  day.  lien;  wiim  an 
o|i|N>rtunity  lor  :i  ••rainl  vindication  of  hin  (fovi'rnincnt,  for  a 
dcl'cnci!  of  hiniM'ir,  ;i:  I  an  attark  upon  Ihh  o|>|Mtn(>ntN,  lie  know 
that  he  was  add  it 'hm  in,;  the  jNi'i-*,  hh  Mininter,  for  the  liiHt  time, 
lie  had  fillnl  the  olliii'  aJHive  Mix  yearM,  diirin^^  whieh,  |M>tu^o 
iN'iii^  preserved,  the  ^lory  of  the  eotintry  had  Imh'ii  raisi'd  in  the 
eyeM  of  foreign  luitioiis;  oiir  territory  had  Im'i'U  extendwl ;  our 
inaiiufaetureM  and  eoniiiiert-e  had  floiiriHluHl,  and  niaiiy  nieuMiiroH 
of  much  value  hiid  L-eii  pii^ttl  for  the  internal  iinproveiiient  of 
the  eountry.  lie  was  .suppluf4iii><l  l>y  men  whoHc  oidy  ehunce  of 
retaining  power  was  t«»  ado|M  hn  policy.  Yet  his  defence  wan 
whort,  jejune,  in  a  tonr  of  Imd  pi'  (smtry,  and  every  way  unworthy 
of  th(!  iM-easioti.  Hroii^rhaiii  1'<>'I1>^'v«ihI,  and  liiNlied  him  in  a  man- 
ner uimortt  to  satiate  the  deejufi  v;'ng«iiiH'e  for  having;  Iwen 
ux(;luded  from  olliee  and  made  an  ouieast.  I  wiiM  very  indignant 
that  the  dehatt^  was  allowed  to  elirse  without  any  att«>mpt  ut  u 
reply;  hut  if  memlM'rs  of  the  (.'ahinet  who  were  preHcnt  choso 
to  suhmit  to  the  imputations  east  upon  thorn,  it  wim  not  for  mo 
to  interfere.  The  provoking  eircumstanee  was  that  Brougham'H 
Hpeech,  though  very  imprenMive,  was  full  of  misrepresentation, 
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uiul  the  grentent   purt  of   it  might  have   been  triumphantly 
answered.* 

At  the  same  time  I  feel  great  satisfaction  and  pride  in  the 
thought  that  I  was  so  long  connected  in  office  with  men  who,  I 
sincerely  Ijelieve,  did  more  to  improve  our  institutions  and  to 
promote  our  prosperity  than  any  who  ever  governed  this  coun- 
tiy.  Lord  Grey,  with  all  his  limits,  will  go  down  to  posterity 
with  a  reputation  little  inferior  to  that  o^  Lord  Somers,  for  hav- 
ing brought  about  a  blo«Klless  revolution  by  which  the  Constitu- 
tion was  ailapted  to  the  altered  circumstances  of  the  age,  and, 
alarming  |)eril9  being  wardetl  off,  freedom  and  prosperity  are 
aeciured  to  the  nation.  Lord  Melbourne,  as  Minister,  certainly 
liad  not  displayed  proper  activity  and  energy,  but  he  conferred 
strength  and  dignity  on  the  Administration  by  his  skilful  man- 
agement of  the  Queen,  by  his  singular  felicity  of  nianner  to 
friends  and  foes,  and  by  the  spirit  and  animation  with  which, 
when  roused,  he  could  occasionally  repel  and  retaliate  the  fiercest 
assaults  of  his  opponents. 

Lord  Jt>hn  Russell  made  a  very  gallant  defence  in  the  debate 
on  the  Address  in  the  Commons.  If  he  had  only  *jord  Mel- 
bourne's numner,  what  a  leader  he  would  be !  Though  often 
giving  offence  and  causing  much  grumbling  among  his  friends, 
he  was  the  life  of  the  late  Government ;  and  if  the  Whigs  are 
ever  restored,  he  must  be  at  the  head  of  affairs. 

Here  I  will  briefly  state  the  causes  which,  in  my  opinion, 
reduced  us  to  our  present  melancholy  condition.  After  the 
result  of  the  first  general  election  under  the  Reform  Bill  was 
known,  the  exclamation  resounded  throughout  the  land :  *  The 
Tory  pai'ty  is  annihilated  !'  The  Whigs  believed  that  they  were 
firmly  established  in  power  for  half  a  century,  and  their  oppon- 
ents, although  they  talked  of  're-action,'  had  no  serious  hopes 


*Ainong  rtlier  unfounded  charges  he  accused  the  falling  Ministers  of  iiav- 
ing  illegally  misapplied  the  funda  of  the  savings  banks  to  conceal  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  revenue.  Melbourne  in  much  distress  came  to  Spring  Rice 
(Lord  Monteagle),  who  was  sitting  by  ine,  for  an  explanation,  which  was 
given  to  him  ;  but  he  allowed  the  calumny  to  go  forth  without  refutation  or 
notice. 
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of  rallying  during  tlic  present  g((nerati(>n.  Wlicn  the  first 
reformed  Pnrliatnont  met,  there  was  not  nearly  room  for  the 
Liberal  memberH  on  the  ministerial  side  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  Peel's  Hinall  l)and  of  adherents  seemed  so  insignificant 
that  even  their  possession  of  the  front  Opposition  bench  was 
disputed  by  ultra-Radicals.  How  hapi)ened  it  that  in  seven 
years  the  same  Peel  was  at  the  head  of  a  large  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  liOgislature,  and  that  the  authors  of  the  Reform  Bill 
were  turne<l  out  of  oflfioe  not  t)nly  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
landed  aristocracy  and  the  clergy,  but  likewise  of  the  moneyed 
interest,  and  to  the  general  satisfaction  of  the  nation  ?  Over 
some  of  the  (auses  of  this  wonderful  change  the  Whigs  had  no 
control ;  others,  by  their  imprudence,  they  originated  or  wan- 
tonly aggravated. 

I  begin  with  the  extravagant  expectations  which  the  masses 
fostered  of  the  benefits  to*  be  derived  from  the  Reform  Bill. 
For  these  I  (>annoc  say  that  its  supporters  in  Parliament  were 
answerable,  as  they  had  only  pointed  out  the  specific  abuses  in 
the  representative  system  which  it  was  calculated  to  rectify ;  but 
the  general  notion  was  that  the  Reform  Bill  would  cure  all 
political  and  social  evils,  and  introduce  prosperity  and  happiness 
into  every  class  of  the  community.  Deep  disappointment  was 
felt,  much  discontent  was  created,  when  the  effects  were  still  seen 
of  bad  passions  which  cannot  be  eradicated,  and  when  calamities 
were  felt  by  which  nations  ever  will  be  visited.  The  Reform 
Bill  was  blamed,  and  its  framers  fell  in  public  estimation,  if 
there  was  an  instance  of  an  elector  being  bribed  or  intimidated, 
if  there  was  manufacturing  distress  in  any  district  from  over- 
production, or  if,  from  bad  seasons,  provisions  were  scarce  or 
dear. 

More  serious  mischief  arose  from  the  absurd  conduct  of  the 
ultra-Radicals  in  the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  a  party  to 
which  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  a  particular  antipathy,  and  I 
think  not  without  fair  grounds.  Not  content  with  what  had  been 
accomplished,  feeling  no  gratitude  to  Lord  Grey  and  his  col- 
leagues, showing  no  consideration,  forbearance  or  tenderness  for 
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the  Whig  leaders,  still  aiming  at  what  was  impmcticable  or  mis- 
chievous— they  would  not  give  the  Reform  Bill  any  fair  chance 
of  retaining  popularity ;  they  made  the  lovers  of  rational  freedom 
dread  that  organic  changes  were  still  to  go  on,  and  that  all  oar  time- 
honored  institutions  were  to  be  swept  away.  Perpetual  motions 
were  brought  forward  for  vote  by  ballot,  for  the  extension  of  the 
suifrage,  for  shortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  for  doing 
away  with  the  qualification  of  members,  and  for  altering  the 
composition  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Some  of  these  proposi- 
tions are  in  themselves  very  fit  for  discussion,  and  one  or  two 
of  them  might  possibly  have  been  advantageously  embraced  in 
the  Reform  Bill ;  but  I  think  all  reasonable  men  are  now  agreed 
that  after  the  Reform  Bill  had  passed  it  ought  to  have  been  taken 
jw  better  for  worse,  and  that  *  a  revolution  every  year '  was  hardly 
consistent  with  regular  government  or  the  purposes  for  whidi 
government  is  framed.  The  people  out  of  doors  were  thus  taught 
to  believe  that  very  little  had  been  done  for  them,  and  (what  was 
worse)  the  Ministers  in  the  House  of  Conmions  had  the  invidi- 
ous task  cast  upon  them  of  resisting  popular  measures,  and  some- 
times naturally  used  language  which  was  liable  to  be  miscon- 
strued, as  Lord  Russell's  declaration  respecting  'finality.'  By 
this  ultra-Radical  policy  a  double  miwhicf  was  done  to  the 
Whigs,  for  one  section  of  their  former  supporters  deserted  them 
from  the  fear  of  further  innovation,  and  another  because  the 
Whigs  were  charged  with  having  ceased  to  be  reformers.  A 
serious  detriment  to  them  likewise  arose  from  Sir  Robert  Peel's 
moderation,  and  his  giving  a  new  name  to  his  party.  Had  he 
threatened  to  repeal  the  Reform  Bill,  or  had  he  still  professed  to 
be  the  leader  of  the  'Tories,'  he  would  have  prolonged  the  pop- 
ularity of  the  Reform  Ministry,  atjd  alarmist  or  disappointed 
Whigs  could  not  easily  have  joined  his  standard.  But  his 
acquiescence  in  the  new  representative  system  being  recorded, 
there  was  no  longer  any  occasion  to  rally  round  its  champions 
for  its  preservation,  and  many  who  would  have  been  ashamed  to 
be  called  Tories  gloried  in  the  new  appellation  of  Conservatives. 
However,  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  which  the  Whigs  had 
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to  encounter,  they  might  long  have  retained  power  if,  as  parti- 
sans, they  hud  acted  skilfully.  They  certainly  did  introduce 
most  excellent  practical  measures — such  as  the  abolition  of 
Slavery,  the  o^Ksning  of  the  trade  to  India  and  China,  the  Reform 
of  Municipal  Corporations,  the  Poor  Law  Bill,  the  Dissenters* 
Marriages  Bill,  the  Irish  Church  Temporalities  Bill,  and  the 
uniform  Penny  Postage ;  but  they  had  not  any  grand  principle 
of  action,  they  wavered  between  the  two  extremes  of  their  sup- 
porters, by  turns  disgusting  both ;  and  they  committed  several 
palpable  b^'inders  by  which  their  influence  was  mpidly  under- 
mine<l. 

I  must  begin  with  tluir  first  act  in  the  first  reformed  House 
of  Commons — the  appointment  of  Manners  Sutton  as  Speaker. 
The  Premier  was  abundantly  strong  enough  to  select  Abercromby 
or  Shaw  licfevre,  or  some  other  adherent  who  would  have  been 
agreeable  to  his  own  party,  and  who  would  have  commanded  the 
respect  of  the  House.  The  preference  of  a  bitter  Tory,  who  had 
been  prepared  to  give  his  casting  vote  against  the  Reform  Bill, 
shocked  all  gootl  Reformers.  The  argument  that  he  alone,  from 
his  experience  and  authority,  could  preserve  order  in  such  a 
tumultuary  assembly,  justly  called  forth  the  remark  that  Lord 
Grey,  like  Frankenstein,  was  himself  afraid  of  the  monster  he 
had  created. 

A  much  more  serious  error  was  the  famous  *  Coercion  Bill.* 
Ireland  certainly  was  in  a  dreadful  state,  the  proximate  cause 
being  the  general  refusal  to  pay  tithes.  But  a  l)etter  remedy 
might  have  been  expected  from  the  champions  of  liberty  than  the 
suspension  of  the  Constitution,  and  trial  by  court  martial  as  a 
substitute.  One  fatal  effect  of  the  measure  was  to  cauFs  a  split 
in  the  Liberal  party  wliich  could  never  be  effectually  repaired. 
Mr.  O'Connell,  who  had  cordially  supported  the  Reform  Bill, 
and  indeed  may  be  said  to  have  furnished  the  means  of  carrying 
it  against  a  majority  of  English  members,  now  denounced  *  the 
base  and  bloody  Whigs,'  and  he  was  joined  in  opposing  the 
measure  with  the  utmost  violence  not  only  by  the  numerous  band 
of  Irish  members  returned  through  his  personal  influence  (who 
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were  called  '  his  tail '),  but  by  the  bulk  of  English  Radicals  then 
high  in  reputation.  Even  that  *  good  old  Whig/  Abercromby, 
voted  against  the  clause  empowering  a  court-martial  to  try  felon- 
ies and  to  i)as8  sentence  of  trunsijortation.  Had  the  system  of 
conciliation  been  then  adopted  which  operated  so  beneficially  two 
or  three  years  later,  it  would  have  been  happy  for  Ireland  and 
the  Whig  party.  But  force  was  then  thought  the  only  instru- 
ment by  which  that  t'ountry  could  be  governed ;  no  confidence 
was  placed  in  the  Roman  Catholic  body,  and  Orangemen  were 
delightctl,  in  the  hope  that  their  rule  was  to  be  prolonged.* 

I  must  next  mention  as  a  fertile  source  of  odium  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, their  palliation  of  the  abuses  of  the  Pension  List.  It 
was  understood  that  there  had  been  a  sort  of  compact  upon  this 
subject  with  William  IV.,  and  that,  to  please  him,  the  grants  of 
his  predecessors  out  of  the  public  revenue  to  unworthy  favorites 
and  to  poor  I'clations  of  rich  peers  were  protected.  Daniel 
Whittle  Harvey's  motion  on  this  subject  caused  nearly  as  great 
an  excitement  as  the  Reform  Bill,  and  our  whipper-in  found  the 
greatest  difficulty  in  mustering  our  men  to  vote  against  it. 

Through  these  means,  so  early  as  the  spring  of  1834,  the  Whig 
leaders,  who  had  lately  been  so  idolized,  were  by  a  large  portion 
of  their  worshippers  considered  little  better  than  apostates.  I 
myself  had  a  mortifying  proof  of  the  unpopularity  into  which 
the  Government  had  fallen,  for  it  was  then  that,  vacating  my  seat 
on  being  appointed  Attorney-General,  I  was  disgracefully  beaten 
at  Dudley.  The  same  fate  was  experienced  by  several  of  my 
colleagues  from  other  constituencies.f 


*  From  a  letter  of  Lord  WcUesley  written  in  August,  1834,  it  appears  that 
he  recommended  the  making  of  Roman  Catholic  judges  and  Privy  Councillors, 
but  that  down  to  that  time  no  such  policy  had  been  adopted.  Lord  Wellesley  s 
letter  was  rend  by  Lord  Brougham  in  the  House  of  Lords,  and  I  suppose  will 
be  found  in  his  Life.  It  is  a  very  curious  document,  and  by  no  means  credit- 
able to  Lord  Grey's  Irish  policy. 

^Inter  alios  Sir  John  Ilobhouse,  on  being  appointed  Irish  Secretary,  was 
thrown  out  for  Westminster,  upon  which  there  came  out  a  very  popular 
caricature  by  H.  B.,  entitled  '  The  Two  Sir  Johns,'  representing  us  meeting  in 
8^,.  James's  Street,  and  condoling  with  each  other. 
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Then  followed  the  disputes  in  the  Cabinet  rettpectiug  'the 
Appropriation  Clnu«e.*  I  fully  justified  those  who  were  for  apply- 
ing the  sui'pluH  revenue  of  the  Irish  Protestant  Churoh  to  the 
purpose  of  gi'nerul  education,  and  I  can  only  regret  that  they  did 
not  express  their  opinion  more  boldly,  and  adhere  to  it  more  res- 
olutely. When  Stanley  and  Graham  were  got  rid  of  in  May, 
1834,  the  ship  righted,  and  with  proper  pilotage  might  have 
pros})crourtl}'  pursued  her  voyage;  but  she  was  soon  Mantonly 
oast  among  breakers.  Lord  Grey's  resignation,  which  followed, 
was  most  unnecessaiy  and  unjustifiable.  With  due  energy 
Brougham  might  have  been  kept  in  order,  and  the  efforts  of  the 
Court,  become  decidedly  hostile,  as  well  as  the  recklessness  of  the 
ultra-Radicals,  might  have  been  set  at  defiance.  As  yet  Peel's 
party  in  tlie  House  of  Commons  in  point  of  numbers  was  con- 
temptible. 

Brougham  displayed  great  vigor  in  preventing  the  Govermnent 
from  immediately  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Tories,  and  a 
better  selection  could  not  have  been  made  of  a  successor  to  Lord 
Grey  than  Lord  Melbourne.  The  chief  danger  now  was  from 
the  restlessness  and  irregularities  of  the  Chancellor,  who,  think- 
ing that  he  had  made  the  Minister,  wished  to  be '  viceroy  over 
him,'  and  both  in  the  Cabinet  and  in  the  House  of  Lords  was 
nearly  unmanageable.  There  were  no  means  of  getting  rid  of 
him  A^•ithout  an  entire  disruption  of  the  Government,  although 
when  he  set  off  for  Scotland  after  the  prorogation.  Lord  Mel- 
bourne coraj)lained  to  me  that  *  he  was  actually  out  of  his  mind.' 
If  William  IV.  had  had  patience  till  Parliament  again  met,  I 
think  the  vagaries  of  the  keeper  of  his  conscience  would  soon 
have  given  him  the  opportunity  of.dismissing  the  Whigs  con- 
stitutionally and  creditably ;  but  by  his  escapade  in  November 
he  kept  them  in  power  during  his  own  lifetime,  and  for  some 
years  of  the  succeeding  reign. 

I  have  nothing  to  object  to  the  conduct  of  the  Whigs  during 
*  the  hundred  days.'  Their  opposition  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  was 
vigorous  and  skilful,  and  they  thereby  recovered  a  considevable 
share  of  their  former  popularity. 
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The  reconciliation  of  the  WhigH  with  O'Connell,  called  'the 
Litchfield  Houhc  compact/  wum  |K>rt(>(;tly  legitimate,  m  it 
amounted  to  no  more  than  an  undcrHtanding  that  in  (K)n8idera- 
tion  of  a  Liberal  policy  towards  L'cland  he  waM  to  support 
them ;  and,  notwith8t4mding  the  cumplaintH  of  Conservative 
WhigH,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  Imd  niejwuu  or  bad  ap|H)intment 
that  (!un  l)c  oscrilMHl  to  it.  Little  right  iiad  the  Tories  to  taunt 
us  with  trying  to  please  O'Connell,  us  they  were  eager  at  all 
times  to  co-operate  not  oidy  with  the  ultra-Radicids  but  with 
the  Chartists. 

Nor  can  I  blame  the  exclusion  of  Brougham  on  the  formation 
of  the  new  Ministry.  The  last  necessity  only  could  justify  so 
harsh  a  step,  considering  his  great  abilities  and  his  great  services 
to  the  Liberal  cause.  But  he  was  likely  to  l)e  more  dangerous 
as  a  colleague  than  as  au  opponent,  and  the  public  safety  wos  to 
he  preferred  to  private  feeling. 

Lord  Melbourne  made  a  good  fight  against  an  adverse  Court 
while  William  continued  on  the  throne,  and  any  faults  which  he 
showed  appeare<l  in  an  aggravated  form  when  he  had  become 
the  petted  Prime  Minister  of  Queen  Victoria.  I  will  therefore 
proceed  to  consi<ler  in  what  res|)ect  his  conduct  is  to  be  blamed 
in  the  new  reign. 

First,  I  think  he  displayed  too  great  a  disposition  to  cultivate 
the  Duke  of  Wellington.  His  own  inclinations  were  in  favor 
of  Conservative  principles,  and  he  spoke,  I  believe,  very  sin- 
cerely when  he  lamented  *  the  heavy  blow  and  great  discourage- 
ment' he  was  to  give  to  the  Church,  and  declared  that  '^o  do 
away  with  the  Corn  Laws  would  be  nothing  short  of  absolute 
madness.'  By  the  tone  he  assumed,  the  Duke  himself  was  for  some 
time  considerably  softened,*  but  it  did  not  in  the  slightest  degree 
relax  the  efforts  of  the  Tory  party,  who  were  impatient  again  to 
be  in  ofHce,  and  the  Liberals  became  alarmed  and  scandalized. 


*  I  know  from  Lord  Wellesley  that  the  Duke  said  he  had  so  much  disliked 
being  under  Peel  during  the  hundred  days,  that  if  Lord  Melbourne  would 
only  behave  tolerably  well  he  would  sooner  support  him  than  return  to  office 
as  a  subordinate. 
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A  nu>i'<>  fatn)  fuiilt  wuh  our  Prcmiur'rt  listlessncss.  He  gavo 
hiniM'lf  very  little  .rouble  with  reHpwt  to  anything  hin  colleagues 
were  doing,  and  there  wuh  now  'a  government  of  departments' 
without  unity  or  |M'rvading  plan. 

The  feeble  H^^ht  which  ininiHteriuliHtti  generally  made  in  the 
House  of  Ijordw,  T  think,  led  mainly  to  Melbourne's  overthrow. 
He  w»w  sure  to  Im'  o'ltinnnbered  if  a  division  were  called,  but 
wherever  he  hud  public  opinion  strongly  in  his  favor,  his  oppo- 
nents were  ufruid  to  employ  their  brute  strength  against  him. 
Under  the  auspices  of  liord  Ivyndhurst,  seconded  by  Lord 
Brougham,  the  'obstructive'  policy  was  now  pursued,  that  is  to 
say,  to  throw  out  all  Whig  Bills  the  rejection  of  which  should 
not  excite  much  outcry,  and  then  to  assert  that  the  Whigs  ought 
not  to  remain  in  offiw,  as  they  couUl  not  carry  the  measures 
which  they  deeme<l  essentially  nwessury  for  the  public  good. 
Vurious  importunt  Bills  which  the  Tories  had  not  ventured  to 
oppose  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  for  which  a  decisive 
expression  of  popular  applause  might  easily  have  been  obtained, 
were  allowed  silently  to  sink  into  oblivion. 

I  will  only  add  to  the  causes  of  our  downfall  the  delay  and 
seeming  reluctance  with  which  popular  measures  were  brought 
forward — such  as  the  uniform  Penny  Postage  und  Free  Trade 
in  Corn — whi(;h  caused  serious  doubts  as  to  the  sincerity  of  Min- 
isters, and  gave  rise  to  the  noted  saying  that  they  were  of 
'squeezable  materials.' 

For  these  or  other  reasons  the  Whigs,  notwithstanding  the 
many  admirable  measures  they  had  carried,  and  many  others 
which  they  had  introduced,  and  which,  through  the  factious 
efforts  of  their  opponents,  were  defeated,  had  now  certainly  lost 
the  public  conHdeiure,  and  when  they  put  themselves  upon  the 
country  by  a  dissolution  of  Parliument,  the  verdict  was  decidedly 
against  them.  Setting  aside  the  unscrupulous  manner  in  which 
many  'Conservatives'  carried  their  elections  by  abusing  the  new 
Poor  Law,  sympathizing  with  the  Chartists,  calumniating  Queen 
Victoria,  and  pledging  themselves  for  ever  to  stand  by  '  Protec- 
tion,* there  never  was  a  more  legitimate  or  constitutional  change 
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uf  adinluiHtration  thun  thut  hy  which  ImviI   MellKJiirno  woh  at 
loMt  Huppluntvd  by  Sir  Rolnnl  Peel. 

I  hud  not  to  (TO  through  any  form  of  r(>Higiiiiig  to  the  Queen. 
I  wtw  virtuuily  out  of  ottice  on  the  <h»y  of  lAtnl  Mellxmrne's 
resignation,  though  1  <'oiitiiUK>(l  legally  irinh  Clianeellot'  for  hcv- 
eml  weekH  till  Hir  P^Iwnrd  Hugdon  went  over  to  Ireland  and 
took  p<)88e(Mlon  of  the  Great  Siutl. 


LKTTEK8  TO  8IR  UEOHOE  CAMPBEIX. 

Now  Strert,  Soptembor  1. 1841. 

.  .  .  Perhaps  you  may  have  some  curiosity  to  know,  what  the 
newspapers  cannot  tell  you,  how  the  Pdrty  Inmr  this  change : — 
stunned,  in  a  state  of  stupor,  with  a  feeling  of  annihiiiitioii,  (juito 
unlike  M'lton's  devils  awakening  in  Hell,  who  were  aniniatcil 
hy  revenge  and  me<litatcd  schenu's  again  to  get  in.  Peel  bestrides 
the  world  like  a  Colossus,  and  we  are  only  looking  out  for  dis- 
honorable graves.  At  Brooks's  *  Hope  ne'er  comes  that  comes 
to  all.'  '  Vol  che  cntnitc  loMciatv.  nt/ni  spcranza.'  The  universal 
opinion  is  that  the  game  is  irrecoverably  up,  and  that  the  Tory 
party  will  be  in  power  for  fifty  years  to  come.  Most  of  our  men 
are  gone  to  Scotland  to  shoot,  or  arc  flying  abroad.  The  few 
who  remain  in  London  say  there  is  no  use  in  attending  either 
House. 

I  called  on  Melbourne  this  morning,  between  twelve  and  one. 
1  found  him  shaving.  This  was  his  Iev6e,  I  ssiid  I  came  to 
offer  my  congratulations  on  his  release  from  the  cares  of  office, 
and  that  I  hoped  he  was  happy.  'Oh,  very  happy.'  He 
smiled,  but  *  in  such  sort — ' 

In  truth  he  will  feel  it  more  than  any  of  us.  He  not  only 
loses  the  occupation  and  excitement  of  office,  but  his  whole 
existence  is  <!hanged.  With  him  it  is  as  if  a  man  were  to  have 
his  wife  and  children,  with  whom  he  had  lived  affectionately 
and  happily,  torn  from  him  when  he  falls  from  power.  He 
consorted  constantly  with   the  Queen   on  the  most  ( !i«y  and 
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(lolightfiil  footing,  ond  ho  in  ncnwarily  liiiiiKlud  from  her  prwv- 
cnco. 

He  8cc>mM  to  think  that  it  would  huvt;  Imivm  better  to  haw 
rcHignvd  without  n  diMHoliition;  hut  I  told  hini  Hinceruly  that  in 
my  opinion  theru  is  no  ciiumo  for  r(>(rri>t,  and  that  tnith  for  the 
jmrty  and  th«  nieji>«urt\s  propost-d  wo  Mtand  l)cttcr  after  an  uuhuc- 
(!C8Hful  apitcal  to  the  |K'ople. 

I  know  not  what  \h  to  Ih'coiuo  of  him.  The  shade  of  the 
trei-H  at  BnH'ket  will  be  very  funereal.  •lohnny  RuhmvII  will  get 
on  much  iMtttcr,  for  he  not  only  luiH  Wm  young  wife  to  aniUHe 
him,  hut  he  will  8oon  mix  in  the  pr(K*oedingH  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  leader  of  a  party  once  formi<lal)le.  I  do  not 
l)eliove  that  Melbourne  will  come  near  the  Lords,  or  that  he 
will  ntake  any  exertion  when  he  eomcH. 

This  is  rather  a  tryinj?  time  for  myself.  As  yet  I  have 
indulged  iit  miscellaneous  readin;r,  but  I  must  engage  in  some 
definite  pursuit  to  fill  up  my  mornings,  and  to  prevent  me  from 
going  to  sleep  on  the  sofa  in  the  evening. 

I  had  a  call  from  Denman  yesterday,  who  professed  great 
satisfaetion  that  I  was  now  in  the  Lords,  where  he  says  I  shall 
be  able  to  render  such  services  to  the  public. 

We  have  had  great  enjoyment  in  Ashtead,  which  we  surren- 
der to-day.  I  would  have  kept  it  on,  but  that  there  are  too 
many  trees  about  it,  and  after  this  time  of  year,  when  the  leaves 
begin  to  fall,  it  is  not  very  wholesome. 

We  were  all  very  happy  together  yesterday.  With  such  a 
family,  and  the  means  of  decently  supporting  them,  I  should 
meet  with  and  I  should  deserve,  little  sympathy  if  I  were  so 
absurd  aucl  so  ungrateful  to  Providence  as  to  complain  of  my  lot. 


Brooks's,  Friday,  Soptember  3, 1841, 

...  I  have  just  seen  here  several  of  our  friends  returned 
from  Claremont.  Both  parties  met  there  at  one.  They  were 
shown  into  separate  rooms.  The  Queen  sate  in  her  closet,  no 
one  being  present  but  Prince  Albart.    The  exeuntenyrere  called 
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!n  one  tiy  «>iii>,  tui«1  (^iivf  up  tlu>  mviiIm  or  wiiikIh  of  tlu'ir  otRitm 
and  n>tirf<l. 

'rii<>  cliani^o  in  vory  coiiNtitiitioiinl  nnd  legitimate.  Tlu>  wont 
fcutiiro  IH  that  tliu  IIoiim*  of  CoininoiiH  iimhuiih>m  the  elioiu'  of 
MiiiinterH  without  iiMM-rtiiig  any  principle  whatever.  The  VVhigM 
are  (•ar«liler«'<l  without  any  eontlenination  of  any  one  of  their 
nit'iwures,  and  the  Tories  who  huniitl  are  at  lilN>rty  to  follow  all 
the  pojij-y  of  their  preiht-eMHorM.  Nor  \n  it  for  any  want  of 
adniiniHtrative  |H>werH  that  we  are  diiMniiHMeil.  The  Hritinh  nuniu 
never  tiUm\  higher  in  the  world,  and  the  Unitctl  Kingdom  never 
waM  more  trunipiil. 

The  Orangt'  lonln  over  the  way  at  White's  ar«!  already  ahuHing 
Peel  uHwt  HeurriloUHly,  luit  in  my  o|)inion  he  nniy  wt  them  at 
deflanet*.  Our  friends  are  nn  des|Hmding  or  despairing  iin  ever. 
They  feel  an  if  the  <'nd  of  the  worM  had  come.  The  only  eheer- 
ful  Whig  I  have  whmj  is  the  DucIh^sh  of  Kutherland,  with  whom 
I  dined  at  liody  Holland's  the  day  she  ceased  to  )m>  Mistress  of 
the  llohes. 

The  new  men  by  mistake  went  to  (Maremont  all  in  their 
Court  costume,  whereaw  the  Queen  at  Windsor  and  Claremoiit 
receives  her  Ministers  in  their  usual  morning  dress. 

Xormanby  says  taking  k'avc  of  the  Queen  wa«  very  affecting. 


New  Street,  September  10,  1841, 

.  .  .  All  the  official  men  who  vacattxl  their  seats  are  to  be 
re-elected  without  opposition,  and  I  sincerely  and  potently 
believe  that  the  public  are  pleased  with  the  change. 

Change  is  always  amusing  and  agreeable  to  those  who  do  not 
actually  suffer  by  it,  and  tlu;  numerous  class  who  are  depressed 
in  their  circumstances  and  are  struggling  with  diftlculties  have 
all  a  latent  hope  that  the  new  Government  may  do  something  to 
help  them.  For  example,  I  hear  that  the  Westminster  shop- 
keepers voted  for  Rons  in  the  ex}>ectation  that  they  will  have 
more  custom  when  the  Tories  are  in  office. 

I  yesterday  met  Melbourne  at  dinner  at  Lady  Holland's.    He 
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wui)  vttry  ff\y,  und  I  bcgiu  to  think  thut  ho  will  («rry  it  ofT  th« 
bost  of  UM  till. 


Now  Htrp«t.  Novombnr  1.1, 1841 

.  .  .  Thu  (Vi'lin^  Mtill  cotitiiiiu^H  very  Mtroii);  thut  tliu  |>rvM)nt 
Gnvvrniueiit  in  likely  to  luNt  many  ynii'H,  und  tliin  ih  Htr<>ii)(th<>nt>d 
for  tlut  nioiiu'iit  l)y  tlu;  joy  und  contcntnH'nt  of  the  vulvar  on  the 
birth  ot'thf  Prince  of  Wult'?*,  whii-li  1h  conrtiilt'red  u  proof  of  the 
blcHMlngM  wi!  inuy  cxik"*;!  from  the  Tory  riiK'. 

I  HCH!  littrd  Mi'llM)iirn<!  ulmont  daily  at  Hr«M>kH'H,  hut  have  no 
nmvei'Hution  with  him  on  the  |>roH|iccts  of  tin;  party.  lit;  HctA 
un  L'xcfllont  oxampli;  to  ull  (x-oflicialH.  InHti>ad  of  lan^^iiiNhing, 
m  1  cxpoctt'd  111!  would,  Im;  Ih  an  merry  iw  u  grig.  Without 
affeftation,  he  really  wi^onw  i'lii-crful  and  happy.  lie  tali<M  very 
mpiounly  (»n  tlx;  weather,  th(>  forced  Kxch<'(pier  bills,  tlie  illncHS 
of  the  Queen  l)t)wager,  and  the  neNvxpa|H'r  t<»piert  of  the  day. 
I  exiKK't  him  tu  dine  with  mu  on  Tuenday  to  meet  IiU<ly  Hol- 
land. 

I  have  never  onc!e  met  lionl  John  ninee  I  retiuMunl  from 
Ireland.  Kolfe  told  me  yesterday  it  woh  rei)orted  he  had  suid 
the  existence  of  the  present  (Jovcrnment  is  to  l)e  calculated  by 
months,  not  by  years.  I  cannot  Uilievi!  he  has  said  anything  80 
absurd.  The  worst  symptom  is  the  discontent  of  our  own  parti- 
sans. All  those  who  were  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of 
preferment  are  loud  against  the  manner  in  which  the  Whiga 
diH|H)8e<l  of  their  patronage,  and  those  who  have  lost  their  seats 
in  the  House  of  Commons  complain  bitterly  of  the  Corn  ques- 
tion being  bronglit  forward,  and  of  the  dissolution  l)efore 
resignation.  Till  the  Tories  have  l)een  in  office  some  ten  years, 
and  wear  themselves  out  in  the  same  manner,  I  see  no  chance  of 
a  change.  The  English  nation  is  determinately  Tory.  Not  only 
the  Peerage,  the  Church  and  the  land  are  Tory,  but  commercial 
and  professional  men  think  it  more  genteel  and  fashionable  to 
take  the  Toiy  side,  and  to  such  an  immense  body  of  property 
and  influence  there  is  no  counterbalance.  The  Dissenters  are 
completely  cowed,  and  though  merchants  and  manufacturers 
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privuti'ly  tliHiiitprovt)  (»f  till' ('«>iii  Imwh,  tli*}' )|iii<tly  Hiiliiiiit  to 
lh«>  piTMiit  HyHtfiii  of  iiioii«i|H>ly,  liy  >\liir|i  \vi'  iiut  only  t'lit  ilcur 
hrtiul,  l>iit,  wlmt  \h  worM>,  our  riKtiictary  o|H>niti()iiM  arc  Hiihji>et 
to  wiintuiit  tlcmiigciiit'iit. 

\.  «v  ><irMt,  Dwtnihtr  20,  IMI. 

.  ,  .  On  Kritliiy  wi'iii't'iill  goiiiji;  to  Aliiii)(«i'.  I  liav(>  r<>M»lv('<l 
U|NHi  u  ^raiKl  work  to  Im>  dtllcd  '  'riii>  Mvch  of  the  Cliatit'cllont.' 
1  iiHttti  to  \i,\\v  an  an'oiiiit  of  all  tli<-  < 'IniiMt'llorM  t'roiii  tlii>  tinin 
of  VV^illiarit  tli<>  ('otit|U<>ror  to  liortl  ( 'liaiu*(>llor  lA'ii(lliur»t.  TIuh 
tiLiy  Im>  inatlt!  an  iiitcnMcly  interesting  ImniU.  It  will  Im>  u  Hketeh 
oi*  the  liiHtory  of  Kn^land  on  a  new  plan, — the  Chancellor  tor 
niuny  aj^en  having  l)e<'n  the  Kin^'M  I'rinie  Mininter.  I  din 
intHMlticc  views  of  (general  history  just  when  it  Nuits  ine.  Hut 
tlie  eareern  and  eharaeters  of  the  ('haneelloix,  the  intri^ucH  hy 
whieh  they  got  and  lost  the  (ir<-Mt  H<>ul,  and  a  comparison  with 
tlieir  rivals,  might  Ih!  math*  as  enurtaining  as  a  ronuince. 

The  unilertuking  will  Ih>  one  of  great  lalM>r  and  must  take  a 
K0<m1  lung  time.  The  lM>auty  of  the  plan  is  that  I  .^liall  Im> 
working  in  my  viK^ition  ;  for  it  will  Ih>  my  duty  to  in<|uire 
what  Chancelloi-s  tlid,  what  alterations  they  intrtMluccKl  into  the 
fulministnitiou  of  Kcptity,  and  what  uro  the  leading  churactor- 
istict)  of  their  dui;iHion8. 

AUTOBIOOnAPIIY. 

During  the  short  Hcssion  which  followed  the  ap|N)intment  of 
Sir  Rol)crt  Peel  an  Prime  Minister  I  took  n(»  part  in  uny  of 
the  discussions  in  tlu^  House  of  Lords,  except  hy  intnKlucing 
into  n  Bill  which  wa^  passing  for  other  ]>ur|M)seH  a  clause  to 
authorize  the  appointnu'ut  of  Irish  barristers  to  ju<licial  offices 
in  England.  I  thought  this  a  just  compliment  to  the  Irish  bur 
from  an  Irish  ex-Chancellor,  and  Lord  Lyndhurst  uixl  Lord 
Brougham,  after  a  strenuous  attempt,  found  that  they  could  not 
decently  further  resist  it. 

The  utmost  seeming  gocxl  humor  however  has  always  pre- 
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viiilnl  lN>tw<H>ii  iiM.  T\w  flntt  «lay  I  ttiii  HntiiKliiini  in  thr 
llniiMi'  III*  Mil  it  I :  '  Ilnw  do  you  do,  mif  htnl,  iliirk  no  loit|(f>r?' 
I  iiMk(>i|  liini  not  to  n'uiind  mii>  of  my  niiMf'nrtnn«'M.  Urniiffham. 
— '  Wi'll,  tln'rt>  {m  oni'  niuMtliition  for  ynu  Ihti" — thiit  yon  inny 
ftpftik  when  yon  |ilt>iiH4<,  iiiul  um  o(1t«>n  iim  yon  |>I(>iim>,  and  on  whnt 
»inl>Ji>«'iM  yon  phiiw,  and  yoti  luiiy  wiy  uliat  yon  jilcaw.*  Cninp- 
hftt. — '  I  Hn|i|HMi>  you  lay  down  tlir  rule  of  tin*  llonM>  tVoni 
your  own  pmrtin*,  hut  it  will  only  nmt  ijou.  Noni>  lait  your- 
(wlfcan  Im^  your  p»ntll«>l.' 

Lynilhui'Ht,  nnii*  tnorn  on  the  wtMiUack,  r«»nnt(>d  IiIm  ^ly  diit- 
claitncr  of  lovr  or  enmity  in  iMjIitit-n,  wlnT«'l>y  Im'  diMarniH  ri>M>nt- 
hutnt,  and  Iiiim  th<>  iN'ticfit  of  Ntantlin^  wril  with  tin'  world. 

I  now  cmployiHl  my  IciNun*  in  n'viHin^  muw  of  my  HiNMH'hv^ 
at  tin*  l>ar  and  in  thr  Houh4>  of  (!oi!imonH,  which  I  MMtn  aA<>r 
puhliHlitMl.  I  r<>joi(*(Ml  in  tho  op|Mtrtnnity  of  nnirkin};  my  aflii*- 
tlon  and  regard  to  my  dntr  hrolhor  hy  a  dcdinition  to  him  which 
d(K>H  not  cxa^^gomtc  the  tender  friendi^hip  which  hi»M  HulMiMtnl 
lH!twe«'n  UH  winee  our  eurli«'Mt  yearn. 

While  Chancellor  of  Ireland  I  wan  appointeil  hy  the  Qntrn  n 
mcmlMT  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  1'rivv  Coinicil,  the 
supreme  tribunal  of  ap|M>al  in  all  can><<>H  from  the  KcclcHiaxtical 
CourtM,  the  Court  of  Adnnmlty,  and  all  cofonial  conrtn.  The 
Jtidiiual  Committee  Hitting  H(>veral  weeks  lN<fore  ChriiitmaH,  I 
took  my  p1u(M>  oh  a  memlM>r,  and  I  have  regularly  att(;nde<l  all 
itH  mectingH  down  to  the  present  time,  my  aMHo<'iate«  Inking  Ijord 
Brougham,  Baron  Parke,  Justice  Krskine,  Lushington  the  Jndg(> 
<tf  the  Admiralty  Court,  and  Jenner  the  Dean  of  the  Arches.  I 
have  found  the  (WHMipation  very  agreeable,  and  I  have?  reason  to 
think  that  T  have  \>n\n  of  some  service  to  the  public,  although 
voluntary  and  gratuitous  service  is  not  likely  to  he  nuicli 
appreciated. 

Parliament  met  in  tho  beginning  of  Febnuuy,  1842.  Nothing 
could  be  more  unsatisfactory  than  our  position  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  Government  IkjucIj  was  excet.Klingly  feeble,  and 
might  have  been  asnailed  with  e«!rtain  effect.  The  Duke  of 
Wellington,  the  nominal  leader,  never  a  goo<l  spokesman  or  a 
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powerful  reasoner,  was  so  enfeebletl  by  age  and  disease,  that 
when  he  rose  to  address  the  House  painful  apprehensions  that 
he  would  discredit  himself  wore  excited  in  the  breasts  both  of 
his  friends  and  opponents.*  The  Earl  of  Ripon's  extreme 
weakness  excited  astonishment  that  he  should  ever  have  risen  on 
the  death  of  Canning  to  the  Post  of  Prime  Minister.  The  Earl 
of  Aberdeen,  a  very  able  and  riglit-headed  man,  always  remained 
silent  unless  when  ho  wjvs  reluctantly  comjMjlIed  to  give  an  answer 
to  some  question  about  our  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign 
countries.  It  would  have  bwu  well  for  the  Government  if 
Lords  Haddington,  Wharnclifle,  and  Fitzgerald  had  been  mute 
after  his  example. 

But  all  this  weakness  availed  us  nothing,  by  reason  of  the 
extreme  listlessness  of  our  own  friends.  Lord  Melbourne 
lounged  down  to  the  House  j^enerally  about  five  o'clock,  and 
remained  till  it  rose,  or  it  was  time  to  go  to  dress  for  dinner; 
but  he  seemed  to  feel  as  if  ho  luul  been  sitting  at  Brooks's,  and 
that  he  had  nothing  to  talk  or  think  of  beyond  the  gossip  of  the 
day.  He  would  not  have  taken  the  trouble  to  repress  activity 
in  any  of  his  party,  but  he  had  no  desire  to  see  activity  in  any 
of  them,  and  he  would  have  ma<lo  little  objection  to  a  general 
resolution  that  all  Bills  proposed  during  the  session  should 
pass — the  House  to  adjourn  till  the  day  of  prorogation. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  came  out  now  and  then  with  a 
string  of  magniloquent  sentences,  but  displayed  no  zeal  or  effect- 
ive talent.  Lord  !Minto,  the  late  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
once  said  something  in  defence  of  his  dock-yard  appointments, 
and  was  heard  no  more.  The  Marquess  of  Normanby  Avas  more 
disposed  to  be  adventurous.  He  twi(!e  brought  forward  a  charge 
against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  but  each  time  nushly,  indiscreetly, 
and  without  any  concert,  and  got  severely  beaten,  although  he 
had  justice  on  his  side,  and  with  gootl  management  might  have 


*  October,  IS 46. — About  this  time  tho  Duke  of  Wellington  had  several  fits, 
from  which  he  soemed  to  suffer  much  both  in  body  and  mind.  But  he  after- 
wards rallied  wonderfully,  and  I  have  since  known  him  speak  and  act  with 
great  vigor  and  success. 
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gained  a  triumph.  Lord  Clarendon  was  both  able  aud  inclined 
to  take  a  stirring  part  in  opposition,  but,  meeting  with  no 
encouragement,  he  did  nothing. 

Under  such  (MrcuinstancoH  for  me  to  attempt  anything  in  the 
iwlitical  line  was  wholly  out  of  the  question.  When  the  Bill  to 
al>olish  (as  I  thought  very  unnecessarily)  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Newfoundland  came  up  from  the  Commons,  I  said  to  Lord 
Melbourne,  *Is  this  Bill  to  pass  without  opposition?'  He 
answered  in  the  hearing  of  several  Tory  peers  who  were  passing 
by,  *I  can  only  say  that  I  for  one  highly  approve  of  it.  I  wish 
all  colonial  legislatures  were  abolished.  The  worst  thing  Ihese 
gentlemen  ever  did  to  us  was  stopping  our  Jamaica  Bill.' 

The  House  was  at  all  times  more  like  a  club  chatting  upon 
the  news  of  the  day  than  a  deliberative  assembly  met  to  make 
laws  for  a  mighty  empire.  There  was  no  occasion  for  the  stand- 
ing order  passed  in  more  pugnacious  times  against  *  hot  and  tax- 
ing expressions,'  for  all  the  members  of  both  parties  were 
reciprocally  'noble  friends,'  and  anything  approaching  to  keen 
debate  would  have  been  considered  a  breach  of  good  manners. 
A  noble  lord  did  not  rise  to  spesik  after  seven  o'clock  without  an 
apology.  *My  Lords,  at  this  l<de  hour  of  the  evening  I  hope 
your  lordships  will  believe  that  I  mean  to  occupy  your  attention 
only  for  a  very  few  moments.'  Very  diflferent  this  from  the 
House  of  Commons,  where  I  remember  rising  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  most  important  Bill  a  little  before  two  in  the 
morning,  making  a  long  statement  which  was  attentively  lis- 
tened to.* 

I  was  necessarily  confined  to  measures  connected  with  the  law. 
I  brought  forward  Bills  for  transferring  all  appeals  from  the 
Privy  Council  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  for  having  a  perma- 
nent judge  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Chancellor  to  preside 
in  hearing  all  appeals  in  the  last  resort,  and  the  House  of  Lords 
to  sit  for  the  hearing  of  appeals  during  the  whole  judicial 
year.  There  were  debates  on  the  first  and  on  the  second  reading 
of  the  Bills — when  I  had  not  only  the  Lord  Chancellor  but 
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*  The  Bill  to  abolish  impriaonment  for  debt. 
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Loi-d  Cottenham  and  Lord  Brougham  down  upon  me.  I  had 
to  fight  thein  single-handed,  and  no  doubt  appeared  worated, 
although  I  dealt  »onie  stout  blows  e^en  when  beaten  down  to 
the  ground.* 

The  only  other  considerable  effort  I  made  during  the  session 
was  in  moving  for  a  standing  order  'that  no  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  be  heard  as  counsel  for  or  against  a 
Bill  depending  in  the  House  of  Lords.'  This  motion  was  first 
suggested  to  me  by  Lord  Shaftesbury,  liord  Redesdale  and  other 
Tory  lords,  and  would  have  been  carrietl  if  Ijord  Brougham  had 
not  very  vigorously  interfered  in  order  to  patronize  Mr.  Roe- 
buck, who  would  have  lost  u  brief  by  the  stimding  order.  The 
Commons  had  piiKsed  a  Bill  to  disfranchise  the  borough  of  Sud- 
bury for  bribery,  and  the  honorable  and  learned  member  for 
Bath,  who  had  voted  for  it  as  a  legislator,  was  retained  to  sup- 
port it  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  as  a  paid  advocate. 
Lord  Brougham  so  earnestly  canvassed  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
after  my  notice  of  motion  was  given,  that  the  Government 
declared  against  it;  the  two  noble  and  learned  lords  spoke 
strongly  against  it ;  as  usual  I  stood  without  assistance,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  content  myself  with  a  smart  reply,  without  ven- 
turing on  a  division.f 

In  the  judicial  business  of  the  House  I  went  on  very  har- 
moniously with  the  Chanticllor  and  Lords  Brougham  and  Cot- 
tenham. The  Chancellor  sate  three  days  of  the  week  when 
Lord  Bi'ougham  and  I  assisted  him.  We  three  sate  another  day 
without  the  Chancellor,  taking  the  woolsack  by  turns.  We 
never  differed  except  in  one  or  two  cases,  and  then  with  great 
mildness  of  manner  as  well  as  sincerity  of  sentiment.  Fortun- 
ately we  all  agreed  in  the  great  Auchterarder  case  respecting  the 
Church  of  Scotland.  I  took  great  pains  with  my  written  judg- 
ment upon  it.  The  appeal  business  of  the  House  of  Lords 
never  was  done  so  satisfactorily  as  during  this  session  of  Parlia- 
ment.    I  do  not  presume  to  put  myself  on  a  level  with  any  of 

*  Hansard,  vol.  Ix.  pp.  1243-1246 ;  vol.  Ixii.  pp.  175, 195, 198. 
-f-  Hansard,  vol.  Ixv.  p.  730.  _        i 
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the  other  three,  all  most  able  and  distingiUHhed  men ;  *  but  I 
humbly  contributed  to  the  result,  and  I  was  always  able  to  sup- 
jKirt  my  part  decently  and  creditably.  I  could  now  take  my 
seat  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ireland  or  in  England  without 
dismay. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL   IN  THE  YEAR   1842. 

New  Street,  January  10, 1842. 

.  .  .  We  had  a  very  pleasant  visit  to  Abinger.  I  came  to 
town  for  a  day  or  two  and  we  all  returned  on  Friday.  On  Sat- 
urday I  sat  in  the  Privy  Council  and  met  Brougham.  I  asked 
him  to  dine  with  me,  undertaking  to  invite  Lady  Charlotte 
liindsay  and  a  small  party  of  his  private  friends.  He  began  to 
weep  bitterly — sjiid  he  could  not  now  go  into  society — that  on 
his  brother's  death  he  had  felt  a  disinclination  to  this — that  his 
daughter  had  prevailed  upon  him  to  do  so,  to  amuse  her  with  an 
account  of  what  he  had  seen — but  that  since  her  death  he  had 
l)een  wholly  unfit  to  dine  out,  although  he  was  able  to  have 
small  dinner  parties  at  home.  The  tears  ran  down  his  cheeks 
and  he  sobbed  violently.  He  was  quite  sincere,  and  at  the 
moment  believed  he  had,  for  the  reason  assigned,  never  dined 
out  since  his  daughter's  death.  The  truth  is,  he  has  been  very 
much  depressctl  and  has  gone  very  little  into  society — but  I 
believe  chiefly  from  an  apprehension  of  meeting  some  of  his  old 
fi'iends  whom  he  wished  to  shun.  I  understood  he  had  dined 
out  occasionally  and  been  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  company. 
However,  to  show  he  felt  no  unkindness  to  me,  he  asked  me  that 
very  day  to  dine  with  him  to  meet  Lady  Charlotte  Lindsay, 


*I  do  not  agree  in  the  truth,  though  I  cannot  object  to  the  point,  of  the 
remark  on  Brougham  when  lie  was  Chancellor — '  It  is  a  pity  he  has  not  a 
little  law  for  then  he  would  have  a  smattering  of  everything.'  He  has  a  very 
good  head  for  law,  and  can  be  made  to  understand  perfectly  any  point  of  law, 
however  difficult  and  abstruse — though  I  must  confess  I  should  not  like  to 
have  a  great  cause  of  minn  to  come  before  him  sitting  alone  if  I  were  entitled 
to  succeed. 
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Dentnan,  tuid  tho  Polish  Count  Zamoiski.  I  went,  and  found 
him  very  entertaining  and  agreeable.  I  am  to  dine  with  him 
again  soon,  to  be  shown  a  collection  of  letters  written  by  George 
III.  to  Lord  North  while  he  was  Minister.  The  originals  were 
given  to  Brougham  by  I^ady  Charlotte,  Lord  North's  daughter. 
George  IV.  borrowed  them  from  Brougham  and  never  nsturned 
them.  A  copy  was  fortunately  kept.  This,  William  IV.  on 
Ills  accession  expressed  a  wish  to  see.  Brougham  exprcssetl  some 
hesitation,  lamenting  the  loss  of  the  originals.  *Oh,'  said  King 
William,  'I  know  what  you  mean,  but  /am  an  honest  man  and 
always  return  what  I  borrow.'  Brougham. — *Oh,  Sir!  your 
Majesty  cannot  suppose  I  had  any  apprehension  of  that  sort.' 
King  William  IV. — '/  understimd  you — /  underatand  you. 
Send  them  to  me;  they  shall  l)e  safe  and  1  will  return  them.' 
So  his  Majesty  had  them,  and  by  returning  them  showed  he  was 
an  honest  man. 

New  Street,  February  1, 1842. 

.  .  .  On  Sunday  I  dined  with  Brougham  to  hear  read  George 
III.'s  letters  to  Lord  North.  No  one  else  present  but  Sir  Ben- 
jamin Brodie.  We  had  a  very  plea.sant  evening.  Brougham 
talked  in  the  most  unreserved  manner  of  all  his  intercourse  with 
William  IV.,  and  told  us  how  he  made  Melbourne  Prime  Min- 
ister when  Lord  Grey  resigned  in  June,  1834. 


Private  Room,  House  of  Lords,  July  2,  1842. 

...  I  trust  that  George  *  was  in  good  time  for  the  Dundee 
steamer  on  Wednesday,  although  he  was  obliged  to  run  it  very 
close.  This  visit  to  you  will  rapidly  pass  away,  and  you  must 
not  allow  its  enjoyment  to  be  dashed  by  the  prospec*;  of  its  termi- 
nation ;  for  really,  from  the  quick  and  regular  intercourse  with 
India,  it  is  not  much  more  for  a  Scotsman  now  to  go  to  Calcutta 
than  it  was  a  hundred  years  since  to  go  to  London.  I  remem- 
ber hearing  old  Dempster  of  St.  Andrews  oni«  say  that  he  was 


*  Now  Sir  George  Campbell,  M.  P. 
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above  six  weeks  in  stiillng  in  a  licith  trader  from  the  Firth  of 
Forth  to  the  river  Thames.  The  Indian  mails  nowarri/eaA 
punctually  as  the  coaches  from  York  or  Exeter. 

I  am  now  sitting  in  my  private  room.  Such  an  accommoda- 
tion was  only  given  to  the  Chancellor  till  about  two  months  ago, 
when  private  rooms  were  assigned  likewise  to  the  Law  Lords, 
Brougham,  Cottenham,  and  Campbell.  This  will  be  very  con- 
venient for  me  when  I  go  to  my  new  residence,  which  is  nearly 
two  miles  from  here,  as  I  can  not  only  keep  my  papoi*s  and 
write  my  letters  in  my  private  room,  but  have  a  mutton-chop, 
or  dress  when  I  dine  out.  However,  I  shall  sadly  miss  Spring 
Gardens.  I  now  run  out  between  the  judicial  and  political 
business,  have  a  little  dinner  with  Mary  or  some  of  the  children, 
and  return.  I  avoid  the  almost  universal  custom  of  the  peers, 
to  sit  down  to  a  great  dinner  every  day  at  eight  o'clock.  I  have 
tea  at  the  same  hour,  and  this  gives  me  a  cool  evening  and  a 
quiet  night.  When  I  dine  out  or  receive  company  at  home,  of 
course  I  must  conform  to  usage. 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

The  session  being  over,  I  forgot  all  mortifications  in  a 
delightful  tour  with  my  wife  and  two  eldest  daughters.  We 
crossed  over  to  Antwerp,  and  proceeded  by  Lifege  and  Aix  la 
Chapelle  to  Cologne.  The  rapture  of  the  girls  when  they  first 
beheld  the  broad  and  rapid  Rhine,  of  which  they  had  read  and 
heard  so  much,  and  the  sweet  kisses  they  bestowed  on  me  for 
showing  them  such  delightful  scenery,  gave  me  more  true  pleas- 
ure than  I  could  liave  derived  from  official  station  however 
eminent.  We  visited  Coblence,  Ems,  Schwalbach,  Schlangenbad, 
Wiesbaden,  Frankfort,  Heidelberg,  and  Baden-Baden.  We 
then  sailed  down  the  Rhine  to  Cologne,  and,  after  a  short  stay 
at  Brussels,  returned  to  London.  My  passion  for  travelling 
remains  unabated,  and  in  such  company  the  pleasure  I  expe- 
rienced from  it  is  undiminished. 

On  my  return  I  paid  a  short  visit  to  my  brother  in  Scotland, 

VOT-  II.  10* 
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looked  lit  8oine  ostatcH  with  a  view  to  'locating'  my  family,* 
rejoiced  in  the  society  of  I^>nl  JofTVey — gay,  festive,  and  sociable 
as  ever,  an<l  passctl  a  night  at  the  chdteau  of  my  old  colleague 
Abercromby,  now  become  Lord  Dunfermline.  We  returned  to 
London  in  the  middle  of  October,  and  a  few  days  afterwards  I 
began  this  memoir. 

I  am  now  employed  in  preparing  to  leave  a  residence  where  I 
have  passed  many  liappy  years,  with  the  view  of  taking  posses- 
sion of  another,!  which  I  expect  to  occupy  till  I  am  summoned 
to  that  mansion  '  where  the  weary  are  at  rest.* 

Whatever  may  betide  me  in  this  life,  I  ought  to  be,  and  am, 
grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  the  many  blessings  which  He  has 
ehowercd  upon  me,  and  which  I  still  continue  to  enjoy — health ; 
competence ;  if  no  brilliancy  of  fame,  a  fair  character  with  the 
world ;  friends  who  are  kind  to  me ;  a  belove<l  wife,  the  mo<lcl 
to  her  childixMi  of  every  grace  and  every  virtue;  mnn  promising 
by  tlicir  talents  and  assiduity  to  acquire  distinction ;  daughters 
who,  imitating  the  filial  piety  which  distinguished  their  mother, 
make  my  happiness  the  great  study  of  their  lives.  I  humbly 
and  devoutly  pray  that  I  may  ever  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
gootlness  which  Providence  has  vouchsafed  to  me,  and  that  I 
may  adequately  perform  the  duties  cast  upon  me,  and  fitly  pre- 
jiare  for  that  awful  day  when  I  must  render  to  an  omniscient 
God  a  strict  account  of  all  my  actions  and  all  my  thoughts. 

I  began  thjs  sketch  on  the  27th  of  October  last,  and  I  finish 
it  on  the  27th  of  November.  I  have  written  it  entirely  from 
•  memory,  with  a  few  references  to  parliamentary  debates.  Not- 
withstanding some  inaccuracies  which  may  probably  be  found  in 
it,  I  believe  that  it  is  substantially  correct,  and  I  am  sure  that 
my  great  object  has  been  to  adhere  to  the  truth,  nothing  extenu- 
ating, and  setting  down  naught  in  malice.  If  my  life  were 
worth  studying,  it  would  best  be  found  in  my  letters  to  my 


*  October,  1846. — I  then  for  the  first  time  paw  Stewartfield  (or  Hartrigge)  in 
Roxhurghshire,  where  I  am  now  revising  this  memoir,  and  where  I  hope  by 
the  hlessing  of  Ood  my  descfindants  may  long  flourish. 

f  Stratheden  House,  Knightsbridge. 
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father,  to  :ay  brother,  and  to  my  wife.  H'uu^  I  fli>«t  left  home 
down  to  the  proHctit  time  I  have  been  in  the  i-onstant  habit  of 
unbosoming  mynclf  in  succession  to  one  or  other  of  these  dear 
relatives,  disclosing  all  that  befell  me,  and  all  that  I  hoped  or 
feared. 

No.  9  New  Street,  Spring  Oardent, 
November  27, 1842. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI. 

NOVBMBEK,  1812— JutIB,  1846. 

Kemovkl  to  Strathedon  Hou«o— Beginning  of  hin  Biographical  Labor*— Hei- 
■ion  of  1843 — lUneNH  of  Lord  MoUmurno — Lord  Brougham  in  the  Home 
of  Lords — Popularity  of  Sir  R.  Poel— Speech  on  the  Aihburton  Treaty- 
Disruption  of  the  Church  of  Soothmd — '  Lord  Campbell'i  Libol  Bill ' — 
Letter  from  O'Connell — Vinit  to  Paris — Writes  the  '  Lives  of  the  Chan- 
cellors'— Session  of  1844 — Diftner  Party — Prosecution  of  O'Connell — 
Opening  of  Letters  by  the  Secretary  of  titate— Dissenters'  Marriage  Bill 
(Ireland) — Dissenters'  Chapel  Bill — Death  of  Lord  Abinger— Spends  the 
Autumn  at  Boulogne — Judicial  Business  in  the  House  of  Lords— Peel's 
PoNition  in  184& — Tho  Potato  Famine — Kosignation  of  Sir  R.  Peel,  and 
his  Return  to  Office — Publication  of  the  'Lives  of  the  Chancellors' — 
Session  of  1846— Change  of  Oovernment — Appointed  Chancellor  of  the 
Duchy  of  Lancaster — Dinner  at  the  Inner  Temple — Death  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Tindal, 
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[In  the  autumu  of  the  year  1847  my  father  resumed  his  Auto- 
biograpl;y,  continuing  from  the  point  where  it  had  stopped  in 
November,  1842.— Ed.] 

I  took  possession  of  my  new  house  a  few  days  before  Christ- 
mas, and  found  it  most  convenient.  The  famous  Lady  Holland 
said  there  were  three  great  pieces  of  good  luck  which  had  befallen 
me :  the  first  was  marrying  my  wife,  whose  grace  and  sweetness 
she  justly  prized ;  the  second  was  the  selection  of  my  subject  for 
a  literary  work,  *  The  Lives  of  the  Chancellors ; '  and  the  third, 
purchasing  Stratheden  House.*     I  looked  into  Hyde  Park,  I 


*  The  house  had  been  called  Dunstaaville  House,  having  belonged  to  Lord 
de  Dunstanville,  from  whose  daughter,  Baroness  Basset,  I  bought  it.  I 
changed  its  name  out  of  compliment  to  my  dear  Mary,  and  dated  the  preface 
to  my  Chancellors  from  it,  thus  bringing  together  in  one  view  my  three  piece* 
of  good  luck. 
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MUM  noiir  K«'nHiti){toii  OanU'tiH,  T  hrmtlicd  ns  pure  air  as  itny  in 
Kiiv^lnnd,  iukI  I  wan  only  twonty  iiiintitoH'  walk  from  St.  Jiinu»rt 
^StHTt.  AIm»vc'  III!,  I  wiiM  pIctiMHl  with  the  noble  room  I  hiul  for 
mv  lihnirv,  in  M'hich  all  mv  law,  ulaxHicnl  and  miHcclluncouH 
bookfl  could  Im<  ran^tHJ. 

More  I  now  in  gtHMl  (>arni>Nt  hcgaii  my  biograpii'al  labors.  F 
had  l)0(>n  at  work  Homi>  months  in  collecting  materials,  and  I  lost 
nuich  time  in  discovcrin>f  where  n>y  mat«'rials  were  to  1k»  found. 
I  looked  into  all  the  old  Knglish  historians,  hi>ginnin^  with  the 
Venerable  He<U»,  whose  tah'iit  for  narration  and  whose  famil- 
iarity with  the  Latin  classics  greatly  astonished  me.  My  early 
her(H's  l)ein)5  all  o<'elesiuti«'s,  I  was  obIijr(><|  to  trace  them  in  the 
annals  of  different  dimrses,  and  to  try  to  discover  something  of 
tJjeir  career  before  and  after  tln-y  had  held  the  Great  S<'al.  A 
catalogue  of  (.'hancellors  I  luul  found  in  the  workn  of  Dugdale 
aixl  oth(>r  antiquaries,  but  it  was  long  lK>fore  T  luul  any  hope  of 
being  able  to  furnish  a  (jonnected  account  of  them.  I  wits  like- 
wise alarmed  by  hearing  that  two  other  gentlemen — Mr.  Hardy, 
the  Keeper  of  the  Rcconls  in  the  Tower,  and  Mr.  Foss,  editor 
of  *  The  Grandeur  of  the  Law ' — were  engaged  in  a  similar 
undertaking;  and  I  susj)ended  my  researches  till  I  had  an 
assurance  from  them  that  I  should  not  clash  with  anything 
tiicy  had  on  liand.  I  met  with  little  encouragement  from  any- 
one to  whom  I  mentioned  my  projet^t,  ond  those  best  acquainted 
with  the  book  trade  told  me  that,  although  something  might 
perhaps  be  made  of  recent  Chancelloi's,  no  publisher  would  have 
ijnything  to  do,  except  at  my  sole  expense  and  risk,  with  those 
who  flourishe<l  l)efore  the  Revolution  of  1688.  I  still  thought 
the  series  of  early  Chan(;ellors  a  good  vehicle  for  sketches  of  the 
Ijistory  and  nmmiers  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  and  I  per- 
wevertnl  in  my  plan  of  presenting  them  in  succession  fi-om  the 
foundation  of  the  monarchy. 

I  first  broke  ground  by  translating,  from  Fitzstephen,  the 
striking  passages  of  his  life  of  Thomas  ii  Becket  with  which  I 
have  enlivened  my  account  of  this  extraordinary  man.  Post- 
poning my  introductory  discourse   respecting  the  nature  and 
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fiinctintiM  of  tlic  i\f(\tT  of  niiiiMfllor,  I  tlicn  1m'J(«iii  with  Tiirkc- 
tcl,  iiiitl  tliirin^  till'  M>MHi()ii  itt'  lHt:i  I  liiul  ^ot,  with  liliiiikM  tn  In> 
tillcil  up,  tliroii^li  tlit>  ('liiiiM'cl|i)i*H  to  alHMit  tli«>  iiiitlillc  of  tlio 
n'i^n  of  Miiirv  III.;  Ixit  liirrc  it  Htiick  fiint,  atid  iN'forr  I  wnit 
to  |*:iriM  in  tli<>  iiiitiinin  of  tin  year  I  lia<l  thrown  a<«i<l<>  the  work 
ill  <liy|)uii'. 

Mv  iHMitioii  ill  the  lions*'  of  l^tnin  wiis  rciitii'rrtj  vorv  cnilM.r- 
riiMHiii^  l>y  tilt'  ilhicHH  of  Lonl  Mcllionnic,  who  hiul  u  paralytic 
K«>i/nr«'  in  tlir  antninn  of  \HV2.  II<>  was  prcvcntctl  for  hoin<> 
months  tVoni  ap|H'Mrin^  in  pnhlic,  and  wIm'II  he  ii^ain  (M'<>npi)'<l 
his  scat  in  the  House  of  Loitls,  tlioii}rh  his  features  were  little 
altered,  and  he  eoiild  walk  siipporte<l  liy  his  staff',  slightly  t\vi\\i- 
^in^  one  le^,  there  was  no  speeiilation  in  his  eye;  sometimes 
when  he  spoke  his  voice  was  hroketi  as  if  he  had  heeti  ^oiti^  to 
hurst  into  tears,  and  it  was  evident  that  his  mental  faeiilties  had 
iH'en  seriously  atleeted.  His  friends  knew  not  whetln'r  they 
should  do  more  than. salute  him,  iM'ing  afraid,  on  the  one  hand, 
of  his  suspect in«^  that  they  treated  him  with  ne^lci't,  and  on  the 
other  of  ilistressinjr  hiiii  hy  conversation  to  which  he  was 
un<'(piul.  W(!  soon  found  that  we  <'(aild  not  consult  him  as  our 
leader;  and,  l)oth  with  respect  to  Ireland  and  other  suhjocts,  his 
s^'Utiinents  appeared  to  have  hecome  Conservative. 

Ii«)rd  Landsilowiu'  under  these  circumstances  was  naturally 
to  Im'  looked  u|>  to,  lait,  (ait  of  delicacy,  he  lioth  ostensihiy  and 
privatc'ly  declined  to  act  as  our  leader  in  the  Lords.  Fie  would 
not  even  jjive  the  usual  dinner  on  tlu;  day  hefore  tlie  <'ommence- 
ment  of  the  session.  This  we  had  omt'  at  Kensington  I'alaee 
from  his  Royal  llij^hness  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  and  after  his 
death  at  Mrooks's  club-house. 

Art  to  the  course  I  should  take;  in  the  House  of  Lords,  I  was 
thus  left  to  the  freedom  of  my  own  will.  When  I  statwl  niy 
situation  to  Lord  John  KuksoII,  he  advised  nie  actively  to  assail 
the  enemy  on  every  favorable  opportunity,  but  he  never  inter- 
fered specifically  with  regard  to  any  of  our  |)rocee<ling8. 

There  was,  generally  .^peaking,  much  languor  on  both  sides. 
The  ministerialists  were  almost  as   much  without  a  leader  as 
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ourm'Ivtf*.  TIh')'  wert'  t'linu-Mtly  iliHiMtw*'*!  to  hIu>\v  (Icforcnii!  to 
tlic  Duke  uf  Wfllingtoii,  aixl  witc  ufmiil  oi'iipiM'iiriii^  tn  I'licroiich 
u|Niii  liiM  Niiproiimcy ;  hut  hit  witn  iicitlicr  <|i<4|i«»Mi'«|  nor  ul>l«>  totittni; 
t'nrwurd  on  onliimry  <H>«'aHiotiH  txn  the  oi'^aii  nt*  tli*'  (iovi'i'iiiiiciit, 
iiikI  \vv  w«'ri!  oftrii  |>ri'V«'titc<l  only  l»y  our  n'M|M'ct  for  liin  wtvuvh 
and  hiH  clianulcr  fVotn  Hii«-<>cKH(ully  asHailin^  liini. 

The  lloUHC  waM  (N-caMionally  amused  l)y  HkirtuiHlicH  lN>tw(>(>n 
lirou^liatu  and  niyi^>It'.  lie  had  rxpcctrd  that  I  nhould  HUccutnh 
to  him  like  other  Whif^  |)c(>rH.  (ireut  wum  his  astouishmcnt  when, 
early  in  the  neHHion  of  IH\2,  I  was  Intld  enough  to  controvert 
and  to  refute  what  he  hati  laid  down  for  law,  and  to  contrast  his 
career  in  the  Ilcaise  of  Commons  with  the  courst!  which  he  wuh 
now  pursuing.  During  the  session  of  IHI.'J  tair  conflicts  were 
more  fret|Uent  and  severe.  Although  the  eager  |(art!.sin  of  the 
Tory  Administration,  he  continued  to  sit  on  oiu'  InmicIics,  and  he 
n|i|>ro|iriated  to  liimself  a  seat  next  to  the  one  I  had  selected,  the 
j,'anj5way  only  dividing  us.  This  was  exceetlingly  unfair,  for  he 
not  only  attackinl  us  with  more  etl'ect  pretending  to  1m>  our  friend, 
hut  he  actually  overheard  our  conversation  and  our  consultutionM 
as  to  the  cimduct  of  husiiiess.  Though  this  was  considered  his 
'plac<','  and  he  rose  from  it  to  speak,  he  could  nt.'ver  rest  in  it 
alM>vea(iuarter  of  an  hour  continuously  ;  he  wandereil  alxait  iruich 
like  a  pcrturlx'd  spirit,  conversing  with  peers  on  Iwith  sides  of  the 
llousi',  and  with  stnuigers  xiiulv.v  tlu;  har  and  on  the  steps  of  the 
throne.  The;  greatest  part  of  the  evening  ho  sat  on  the  woolsack, 
secuiing  to  hold  divi<led  empire  with  Lord  Chancellor  Lyndhurst. 
He  never  took  n  note,  and  he  showed  a  most  marvellous  power 
of  memory  by  being  able  to  qnotc  with  perfect  accuracy  (although 
he  often  wilfully  misrepresente<l)  all  the  arguments  of  his  oppon- 
ents. 

The  members  of  the  Government  were  very  civil  to  him,  for, 
though  he  had  little  or  no  influence  out  of  doors,  he  conduced 
considerably  to  their  leading  a  quiet  life  in  the  House  of  I^ords. 
1  am  afraid  likewise  that  the  great  Duke  was  pleasetl  with  the 
gross  and  fulsome  flattery  which  Brougham  offered  to  him.  The 
victor  of  Waterloo  did  not  care  much  for  Ijeing  put  above  Han- 
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iiilxtl  iiiitl  NuimiIkiii  ii<4  a  ^I'lM-rul,  Ixit  h«'  rvitlfiitly  Mliowiil  u 
nitliitiit  ^low  ot'<'oiii|iliu-<'ii«'y,  iiikI  Ih'<-iiiui>  (l(>iin>r  Ut  hiiiirwlf,  wlicii 
toltl  that  III*  wiv<  a  iMniMuiiMiiatc  unitni',  ati<l  tliat  Ih<  liad  <>«|iiall<'t| 
tlic  tiiicMt  l>iii*MtM  of  lioril  (Miatliaiii  ami  Mr.  Iliiiki>. 

IVcl  wiiM  now  ill  till!  /.niitli  of  \\'\h  |H>w«>r  and  |>o|>iilaril)'.  Il«> 
liati  carriiil  liin  TaritV,  rrfoi-nit-ii  llic  Mlidiii);  muiK*,  aiitl  i'i>Htnft'(l 
oiir  tliianciul  crtMlit,  Th<^  a|ipi-i-liciHionK  a(  IIi'Mt  ontcrtainnl  of  a 
niinoiiH  iinpoi'tiition  of  cattle  liati  |hi<'m«'(|  away,  the  pritt'  of  corn 
>vaH  iiKNlcratu  and  Htcady,  aial  tiic  new  iiic«)nic  tax,  wliicli  I  liad 
tlioii;^iit  iniiMt  incvitaldy  render  the  pro|H>rtcr  of  it  odi<>ii.<«,  wan 
ra|>tni-oiiHly  applanchil  l>y  all  who  had  iiiconicM  under  XlT)!)  a 
year;  and  wiw  very  patiently  iMirne  hy  those  of  y;reater  wealth, 
even  inelndin^  tlnwe  who  livcij  liy  a  preearions  |>rofe,<trtion. 

Th«!  Prime  Minister,  having;  as  yet  ^iveii  no  iiitelli^;il»|e  inti- 
mation that  he  meant  to  depart  further  from  the  Protect ionint 
principIeH  which  lie  had  profexM'd  when  a.sHiulin^  the  late  (}ov- 
cnimenf,  continued  to  possess  the  eontideiice  of  the  j^rcat  hulk 
of  the  Coiiservative  party,  and  was  even  enjoying  Court  favor. 
The  (^iieeii  had  parted  very  reluctantly  with  Lor<l  Melhonrne, 
hut  rtln!  ha.s  ever  provetl  herself  to  Ih'  thi;  moMt  ••onstitutional 
of  w)vcreij^nrt.  From  the  iK'^innin^  she  jrave  the  new  Minister 
licr  public  conHdence,  and  l»y  «lej;r<'cs  she;  lH>came  tpiite  reconciled 
to  his  mannei'M,  althou)>;li  they  were  sadly  wanting  in  case  and 
j^i'ace. 

The  Whigs  seemed  forever  prostrate.  In  the  House  of  Com- 
mons they  niudc  a  Hletuler  show  of  opposition,  but  in  the  House 
of  liords  art  a  party  they  neither  proposed  nor  resiste<l  any  mea- 
sure whatever. 

The  loiig(!st  speech  I  made  this  session  was  on  the  Ashlturton 
Treaty,  for  settlinj;  the  northeastern  boundary  between  Canndu 
and  th(!  United  States,  resisting  Brougham's  motion  for  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  our  negotiator.* 


*  Hansard,  vol.  Ixviii.  p.  G53. 
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(lir»tliiM|»n  iloiiM,  A|irtl  10,  lfl43. 

My  nr.Ait  IlitiYriip.it: —  .  .  .  Tliouifli  m  minli  (liMMitiMflml 
with  my  m|m>i><*|i  on  Kriiliiy  iii^lit  on  tlii>  AMliltnrton  Trciity,  I 
Hn<l  lliat  it  Iiih  t-onhidorultly  raiH4><l  in«>  with  our  purty.  Itotli 
Lonl  and  i<ti«ly  I'ahiin'Kioii  almoHt  ovim'w  hi'lnmi  uw  \\'u\\  nv- 
knowltil^nicntM.  Thr  I)ii<'hi';*Mor  Invt'rn<'''M  iol<|  Mary  hin  Uoynl 
Ili^thncHM'*'  war*  «|iiit<>  th'li^htiil  with  it.  On  ihfHtrcn^'th  of  thin  I 
nilli'tl  on  him  ycHtcnlay,  an<i  ho  Htron^ly  ativiH^'d  m<'  to  print  it. 
The  Dukt'  alanine  l'r«>l  very  miK'h,  I  obsfrvt-*!,  '  Hut  it'  your 
Koyal  ili^hni-sM  had  Imm'm  oh  th<>  thron«>,  you  must,  un  a  rouHti- 
tutional  nionan-li,  havt>  Nuhmittnl  to  employ  him  as  your  MiniM- 
tor.'  Piihf. — '|(ut  I  nhoidd  have  naid,  an  my  father  did  when 
lie  had  a  NVhi^  Minihter  t'oreed  on  him,  "  1  lake  you  ay;ainHt  luy 
will,  and  mind  I  Mhall  ^et  rid  ot'  you  an  hoou  a.t  |H>HHililu."' 
Thin  in  eertaitdy  the  prineiple  on  which  (ieor^e  the  Third  acted, 
iait  1  Uiiver  iM^foru  heard  that  he  wiim  h«>  op4>nly  Hinireru. 


AUTOlllOdUAlMIY. 

T  ma<h'  a  vijjorjaiH  ofl'ort  to  prevent  th«  disruiition  of  the 
Church  <d'  Scotland,  and  I  nhould  have  Hucceeiied  if  th<!  manner 
in  whi/rh  it  was  oppo,sed  had  not  ^iven  th<!  non-intrusion  \mrty 
rwiHon  to  JH^Iieve  that  thi'  (iovernment  was  alxjut  to  espouse  their 
<'uurtc,  and  at  ouin)  to  k'nalizo  the  Veto  Act,  and  to  tlirow  all 
))ower  into  their  handn.  I  mtiveil  a  string  of  reHolutiouH  highly 
laudiuff  the  Church  of  Hcotlanil,  hut  denyinf:^  the  power  of  the 
Ceneral  Ansemhly  to  alM)iish  patronajfe,  which  had  iM'en  estab- 
lished hy  A(!t  of  Parliament,  and  maintaining  that  the  Church 
courts  had  not  any  cxt^lusivc  and  ahsolute  jurifHiiction  on  any 
question  of  civil  rightH.  After  alluding  to  my  early  connection 
with  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  expressing  my  veneration  and 
my  affection  for  it,  I  gave  a  sketch  of  its  recent  pretensions,  show- 


*  Tho  Duke  of  ^"us»ox. 
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ing  tlmt  they  wore  more  oxtravagmit  flmn  any  ever  w't  up  by  tlio 
CImrcli  of  Romo,  and  wholly  iiu!omi)atil)lo  not  only  with  estab- 
linhed  hiw,  but  with  tho  cxiHtcncc  of  civil  govern nu'iit.'" 

Lord  Abt'rdc'cn,  without  trying  to  refute  my  rea.soning,  nhdly- 
shallicd  in  such  a  way  an  to  in<luee  the  Trenbyterian  popeH  to 
Ixilieve  that  the  Government  was  afrai«l  of  their  anathemas,  and 
at  the  bust  moment  would  suceumb.  They  aceonlingly  entered 
into  an  engagement,  from  which  they  couM  not  rcMllc.  without 
deep  disgrace,  to  leave  the  Church  if  their  demands  were  not 
complietl  with ;  and  the  disruption,  which  might  easily  have 
been  prevented,  was  in  a  few  Nveeks  consjunmated,  to  the  great 
surprise  and  mortification  of  a  large  majority  of  those  who  were 
concerned  in  it. 

The  establishment  of  the  Free  Chnrch  wa«  a  very  great 
calamity  to  S(;otland,  and  Sir  RolM'rt  Peel  has  not  Im'cu  blamed 
for  it  as  he  deserves  to  be.  Not  only  has  the  schism  materially 
weakened  the  old  Presbyterian  Cluu'ch  which  had  conferrcHl 
such  benefits  on  the  country,  but  it  luis  been  very  unfavorable 
to  true  religion.  From  the  fanati(!al  rivalry  which  it  has  gen- 
erated, dissension  luis  l)een  intro(bu«!d  into  the  bosoms  of  thou- 
sands of  families. 


LETTER  TO  SIR  OEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Stratheden  HouKe,  March  18, 1843. 

My  dear  Brother: —  ...  I  was  obliged  to  postpone  my 
motion  about  the  Kirk,  as  there  is  to  be  another  Cabinet  to-day, 
when  Government  will  determine  whether  they  will  support  my 
resolutions.  I  was  amuse<l  with  Brougham's  sudden  conversion 
into  an  ally  the  moment  I  told  him  that  Aberdeen  approved  of 
my  motion.  There  has  come  out  a  veiy  go(xl  cjiricature  by  H. 
B.,  representing  Brougham  as  a  pasteboanl  marionette,  which 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  holds  in  his  hand,  and  makes  to  caper 
by  drawing  a  string.     But  he  j)retcnds  to  move  the  Duke  by 

♦Hansard,  vol.  Ixviii.  pp.  37,  218. 
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socret  springs.  He  told  me  yeatcrduy  that  on  Thursday  evening 
he  introdu(!ed  tlie  Duke  to  a  very  pretty  woman  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  that  the  Duke  expresMiug  groat  admiration  of  her 
beauty,  Brougham  said,  'She;  is  croming  again  on  Monday  and 
wishes  exceedingly  to  he:ir  you  sjM'ak,  and  yon  will  have  an 
opportunity,  as  Campbell's  motion  about  the  Church  of  Scotland 
is  coming  v>p.'  'Well,'  said  the  Duke,  *  to  please  her  I  will  say 
a  few  words.'  Upon  such  things  <lepends  the  fate  of  the 
Church ! 

AUTOBlOaUAlMlY. 


My  next  undertaking  (toncerned  the  law  of  defamation  and 
libel,  which  was  in  a  most  unHatisfa(rtory  state  in  England.  The 
periodical  press  was  neither  properly  deterred  from  calumny, 
nor  protetrtcd  from  vexatious  and  oppressive  litigation.  There 
were  newspapei-s  that  lived  by  extorting  money  under  the  threat 
of  attacking  private  character,  and  the  established  doctrine  that 
truth  could  in  no  case  be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  by  the 
defendant  in  a  criminal  prosecution  for  libel,  with  other  anom- 
alies and  absurdities,  exposed  the  proprietors  of  the  most 
respe(!table  journals  to  be  fined  and  imprisonetl  like  the  worst 
of  criminals.  This  state  of  the  law  was  a  princi[)al  reason  why 
the  profession  of  a  'journalist '  had  been  discreditable  in 
England,  although  it  is  liberal  and  honorable  in  itself,  and  the 
public  good  evidently  requires  that  it  should  be  held  in  respect. 

I  began  with  moving  for  a  Select  Committee  upon  the  subject, 
introducing  njy  motion  with  a  long  speech,  in  which  I  gave  the 
history  of  the  English  law  of  <l(>famatiou  and  libel  from  the 
Star  Chamber  downwards,  and  pointed  out  all  its  defects  and  ill 
conso(iuences.  l^efore  the  Comnn'ttee,  which  sat  day  by  day  for 
some  weeks,  I  examined  lawyers  not  only  from  England, 
Ireland,  am\  Scotland,  but  from  most  of  the  Continental  States, 
and  from  America.  We  had  likewise  the  editoi-s  and  printers 
of  all  the  [)rincipal  London  newspapers,  and  of  many  published 
in  the  countiy.     I  framed  a  Report  concluding  with  a  great 
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iiuml)er  of  rcsulutions,  meant  as  the  heads  of  a  Bill.  I  drew 
the  Bill  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Starkey,  author  of  the 
*  Treatise  on  tho  Law  of  Libel.' 

This  was  a  far  more  important  measure  than  'Fox's  Libel 
Bill,'  but  I  carried  it  (hrouj^h  the  House  of  Lords  without 
difficulty.*  It  was  mutilatal  a  little  in  the  Commons,  but, 
after  showing  how  in  recent  times  our  branch  of  the  Le<;islature, 
as  far  as  Law  Reform  was  coiicorucd,  was  in  advance  of  tho 
other,  I  advised  their  lordships  to  acquiesce  in  the  supposed 
'amendments'  lest  the  whole  meiisurc  should  be  lost.  So  'Lord 
Campbell's  Libel  Bill  received  the  Royal  assent.' 

This  was  my  most  po2)uhir  Ie}j;is!ativc  exertion,  jis  the  public 
had  paid  little  attention  to  th(!  lv(>al  Property  Bills  which  I  had 
introduced  in  the  House  of  ConimoiiH.  The  respectable  journals 
of  all  parties  acknowledged  that  I  had  conferred  an  essential 
obligation  on  the  press,  and  several  expositions  of  the  new  law 
by  professional  men  were  published — with  dedications  to  mc  Id 
very  flattering  terms.  It  certainly  has  o{)erated  most  beneficially. 
There  are  no  longer  such  newspapers  as  the  'Satirist,'  which 
tradetl  in  slander;  actions  are  no  longer  brought  against  news- 
papers by  pettifogging  attorneys  with  a  view  to  costs;  and,  an 
opportunity  being  fjivcn  in  criminal  prosecutions  to  prove  the 
truth  of  the  charge,  and  to  show  that  the  defendant  was  not 
actuated  by  any  malicious  motive,  indictments  are  no  longer 
preferred  by  swindlers  in  the  hope  of  recovering  their  character, 
or  being  revenged  upon  those  who  have  exposed  them. 


LETTER  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Slratheden  House,  September  16,  1843. 

My  dear  Brother: —  ...  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from 
O'Connell.  Keep  it,  as  it  may  one  day  have  an  historical 
interest.  If  there  is  to  be  sejjaration  or  civil  war,  it  may  be 
stated  that  at  one  time  Dan,  in  the  midst  of  apparent  fury,  was 
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very  peaceably  inclined,  and  would  have  been  glad  of  a  pretext 
for  relaxing  from  Repeal  agitation.  I  had  merely  sent  a  copy 
of  my  opinion  to  O'Connell  under  a  blank  cover. 


'  Mon-ion  Square,  Dublin,  September  9, 1843. 

'Mr  LoBD: — I  beg  you  will  accopt  my  best  thanks  lor  your  kindness  m 
sending  mo  the  opinion  you  pionouncod  in  tho  cose  of  the  Queen  against 
Mills  I  read  it  with  sincoro  admiration.  Nay,  I  am  tradesman  enough  to 
have  read  it  with  great  delight.  It  is  really  a  model  for  a  law  argument.  I 
remember  Curran  said  of  an  eminent  Irish  lawyer  that  "his  mind  floated  in 
a  legal  atmoHphero."  The  figure  may  not  be  a  very  brilliant  one,  but  it  con- 
veys, I  think,  an  accurate  idea  of  the  impression  that  your  argument  has 
mude  npon  rae,  as  to  your  power  of  thinking  law.  Your  judguent  is  certainly 
quite  conclusive  against  the  totally  untenable  opinions  huddled  together  by 
the  twelve  j.udges. 

'  I  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  return  to  you,  my  Lord,  my  most  sincere 
and  cordial  thanks  for  the  friendly,  and  at  the  same  time  manly,  part  which 
you  have  taken  during  the  last  sesnion  of  Parliament  on  all  subjects  con- 
nected with  Ireland.  You  really  are  tho  only  eflScient  friend  the  Irish  have 
had  in  the  House  of  Lords  during  that  session. 

'  You  of  course  blame  my  j)rejudice  in  wishing  never  to  see  a  Saxon  Lord 
chancellor  in  Ireland — yet  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  opinion  is  uni- 
versal amongst  tho  popular  party  hare  that  if  we  are  to  have  a  British  Chan- 
cellor, your  appointment  would  bo  more  satisfactory  than  that  of  any  other 
itranger—a,Qd  you  have  certainly  deserved  this  sentiment. 

'Allow  me  to  say  (par  paren thine) — and  I  consent  that  you  shall  totally  for- 
get what  I  say  in  that  parentliesis — that  the  Whig  leaders  do  not  behave  well 
towards  their  supporters.  Our  Irish  movement  has  at  least  this  merit,  that 
it  has  roused  the  English  nation  from  slumber.  There  can  be  no  more  dreams 
about  Ireland.  Our  grievances  are  beginning  to  be  admitted  by  all  parties, 
and  by  the  press  of  all  political  opinions,  to  be  afflicting  and  not  easily 
endured  I  ask — of  course  without  expecting  an  answer— why  the  Whig 
leaders  are  not  up  to  the  level  of  the  times  they  live  in ;  why  do  they  not 
propose  a  definite  plan  for  redressing  these  grievances?  Peel,  while  in  oppo- 
sition, used  to  enliven  the  recess  by  his  state  epistles,  declaratory  of  his  opin- 
ions and  determination.  Why  does  not  Lord  John  treat  us  to  a  magniloquent 
epistle  declaratory  of  his  determination  to  abate  the  Church  nuisance  in  Ire- 
land, to  augment  our  popular  franchises,  to  vivify  our  mw  corporations;  to 
mitigate  the  statute  law  as  between  landlord  and  t"i:iiiit ;  to  strike  off  a  few 
more  rotten  boroughs  in  England,  and  give  the  representatives  to  our  great 
counties ;  in  short,  why  does  he  not  prove  himself  a  high-minded,  high-gifted 
statesman,  capable  of  leading  his  friends  into  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  conciliating  the  Irish  nation,  and  strengthening  the  British  Empire? 


m- 


246 


LIFE  OF  LORD  CAMPBELL. 


[1843. 


'  It  will  Se  quite  plain  to  your  Icrdship  that  I  do  uot  nxpect  any  manner 
of  reply  to  thin  letter.  I  merely  Reek  the  gratification  of  being  permitted  to 
think  aloud  in  your  presence.  And  if  therH  be  anything  diipleaaing  to  yon 
ID  this  indulgonco.  I  entreat  your  forgiveness  upon  thiti  score — of  its  bemg 
the  farthest  thing  in  the  world  from  my  intention  to  say  anything  which  I 
thought  should  displeaoo  you.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  my  Lord, 
vour  faithful  nervant, 

'Daiiel  O'Cohhell, 

'  To  Lord  Campbell,  Ac,  i&c' 


AUTOBIOOUAPHY. 

In  the  autumn  I  had  a  chartuitig  trip  to  Parw  with  my  wife 
and  daughters.  We  cro-^sofl  over  from  Southampton  to  Havre, 
and  proceeded  by  a  steamer  to  Rouen.  I  rejoice  exceetlingly  in 
the  scenery  of  the  Seine,  which,  if  not  very  grand  or  picturesque, 
has  to  me  a  more  rl<int  aspect  than  that  of  almost  any  other 
river. 

To  an  Englisliman,  Normandy  is  the  mo.st  interesting  country 
beyond  the  seas,  not  only  presenting  to  him  the  scenes  of  so 
many  historical  events,  but  being  intimately  connected  with  our 
existing  laws  and  institutions.  In  visiting  Rouen  I  am  almost 
as  much  excited  by  an  old  copy  of  the  ^Comtumier,'  to  w'hich 
I^ittleton's  *  Tenures '  may  be  traced,  as  by  viewing  the  spot 
where  the  Maid  of  Orleans,  for  saving  her  country,  was  burnt 
as  a  witch. 

In  former  days  I  used  to  be  two  days  in  posting  from  Rouen 
to  Paris.  Now  we  were  trans|)orted  by  the  railroad  in  little 
more  than  two  hour.o ;  but  I  regretted  the  night  at  the  *  Cheval 
Blanc'  at  Mantes,  wi.shirig  again  to  .seethe  brick  floors,  and  to 
li.sten  to  the  crack  of  the  postilion's  whip. 

At  Paris  we  found  Mile.  Rachel  now  in  full  force,  and  we  saw 
and  admired  her  in  her  j)rincipal  parts. 

After  a  few  weeks  we  went  to  Fontaincbleau,  my  favorite 
ret'reat,  and  spent  ten  days  there  most  delightfully.  I  have  a 
peculiarly  agreeable  recollection  of  a  walk  which  we  had  through 
the  mazes  of  the  Forest  to  Thomery,  the  place  where  the  famous 
Fontaincbleau  grapes  are  produced,  and  wandering  among  the 
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vineyurd8,  thou  loaded  with  tlio  niont  delicious  fruit  i:i  the  world. 
Our  landlord  told  uh  that  in  the  0{)cning  of  spring  i'ontaine- 
blcuu  is  a  Htill  more  delightful  pluee  of  renidenc^e,  aUil  I  do  not 
despair  of  HjK>nding  my  Easter  liolidiiVH  there,  seeing  the  buds 
buret  and  breathinj;  the  sweet  inlors  of  the  thyme  and  the  violetw. 

In  the  l)eginiiiii;^'  of  November  we  returned  from  Paris  to 
London  by  the  same  route,  after  encountering  a  little  peril  by 
being  stmnded  on  a  w-v.d-bank  in  dest;ending  the  Seine. 

Settled  at  Strathedeii  House  for  the  winter,  I  felt  ra  her  deso- 
late. Parlianu'iit  was  not  to  sit  till  February,  and  Michaelmas 
Term  was  going  on  briskly  in  Westminster  Hall ;  but,  a  poor 
peer,  I  was  debarred  from  taking  a  brief.  In  my  dreams,  uncon- 
scious of  my  dis(iualification,  I  used  to  imagine  thai  I  was  still 
at  the  bar,  and  that  all  my  business  had  left  me.  I  could  not 
fill  up  my  tim<''with  miscellaneous  reading  directed  to  no  object. 

Mv  onlv  resource  was  to  resume  the  'Lives  of  the  Chnncel- 
lei's.'  I  did  so  with  an  energy  and  perseverance  for  which  I  am 
grateful  to  Heaven.  In  one  year  and  ten  months  from  that  time 
my  first  three  volumes,  down  to  1680,  were  actually  printed  and 
ready  for  i)ublication.  Assuming  it  to  I  e  a  'standard  work,'  as 
it  is  at  present  denominated,  I  doubt  whether  any  other  of  the 
same  bulk  was  ever  finish«xl  off  more  rapidly. 

What  I  had  previously  written  would  not  have  amounted  to 
more  than  one  hundred  printed  pages,  and  I  re-wrote  all  the 
early  lives  down  to  Henry  III.,  where  I  had  stuck.  By  a  vio- 
lent effort  T  extricated  myself  and  bridged  the  chasm.  Res  trring 
to  further  antitpiarian  research,  and  calling  in  the  assistau'"  of 
Mr.  Foss,  who  had  long  been  digging  in  the  same  mine,  I  not 
material  fa(;ts  respecting  almost  every  Chancellor  to  be  record  vl ; 
and,  mixing  up  my  heroes  with  the  historical  events  of  their  day,  I 
composed  a  (!<»ntinuous, flowing  narrative,  which,  even  in  the  dar'c- 
est  periods,  I  hoped  might  be  read  with  interest  and  instruction. 

I  was  more  and  more  ama/ed  at  the  extreme  jejuneness  of  tli? 
historians,  esj)ecially  of  Hume,  who  often  does  not  even  mention 
the  names  of  those  men  whose  counsels  directed  the  events  whic'i 
he  commemorates. 
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How  (IcHgbttHl  was  I  with  discovfrioH  which  I  knew  must 
enliven  my  work  and  uniuzo  my  reiidt're — tw  that  Queen  Eleanor 
had  iK-'on  *  Lady  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal/  and  that  Richard  de 
Bury,  the  fii-xt  and  greatest  of  English  biblio-maniacH,  was  a  Lord 
Chancellor. 

I  thought  my  r)crplexiti«'H  were  over  when  in  the  reign  of 
Edwar'.i  IIL  I  got  to  Sir  Uolnirt  Pariiynge  and  the  lay  Chan- 
cellors praised  by  I^ord  Cok«! ;  but  I  had  a  dreary  task  in 
travelling  through  the  wars  of  the  Ro«t>s,  during  which  our 
records  are  far  more  defective  than  in  the  times  of  the  earliest 
Plantngencts,  and  a  Chancellor  occurs  of  whose  origin,  rise, 
death,  or  armorial  Iwarings  no  trace  can  be  found,  although  he 
held  the  Great  Seal  in  two  reigns  and  took  a  leading  part  in 
important  historiml  events.* 

At  last  I  got  to  Cardinal  Morton  under  Henry  VII.,  when  I 
found  myself  in  the  steady  light  of  authentic  history,  and, 
arriving  in  the  next  reign  at  Cardinal  Wolsey,  I  was  perplexed 
by  the  multiplicity  of  materials  houiMxl  around  me.  *  Inopeni 
me  copia  fecit,'  Now,  however,  I  took  extreme  interest  in  my 
labors,  and  I  really  wrote  con  amove.  I  was  surt;  that  by  a 
proper  selection  and  arrangement  of  facts  and  documents,  with 
some  appropriate  observations,  all  the  great  men  whose  lives  I 
had  to  narrate  might  be  made  more  interesting  than  they  had 
appeared  in  any  former  biography. 

Of  all  my  henx^s  I  was  most  attached  to  Sir  Thomas  More. 
I  bestowed  most  care  on  Bacon. f     I  took  particular  interest  in 


*  John  Searle,  temp  Richard  II.  and  Henry  IV. 

■f  September,  1860. — I  was  bitterly  assailed  by  boiao  writers  who  labored 
under  the  monomaniacal  delusion  that  Bacon  was  an  immaculate  character, 
and  was  to  be  loudly  praised  for  every  action  of  hi.s  life  and  for  all  his  writ- 
ings. Therefore,  because  I  ventured  to  intimate  my  opinion  that  Bacon  had 
disgraced  himself  in  Elizabeth  s  time  by  blackening  the  fair  fame  of  his  patron 
and  friend  the  Earl  of  Ess>  x,  and  had  taken  bribes  when  Chancellor  to  James 
I.,  and  that  his  Hwtory  of  Henry  VII.,  and  his  )(!st  books  were  inferior  lite- 
rary productions,  criticisms  were  written  upon  me  in  newspapers  and  reviews 
abusing  me  as  if  I  had  attacked  the  character  of  the  sacred  Founder  of  our 
religion,  and  had  vilipended  the  Holy  Scriptures.  My  belief,  however,  is 
that  my  readers  will  have  a  higher  notion  of  the  genius  and  good  qualities 
of  Bacon  than  can  be  impressed  by  indiscriminate  adulation. 
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the  Kcepei's  of  tho  Great  Seal  during  the  ComrnonwoiiUh,  of 
whom  little  wiw  Ix^fore  known,  and  this  part  of  my  work  give* 
a  new  and,  T  think,  curious  explanation  of  Cromwell's  Parlia- 
ment and  his  administration  of  ju8ti(!C.  But  tho  life  of  White- 
lo(;kc,  of  which  I  had  formed  high  expectations,  attra(;t(Hl  little 
notice. 

Working  very  hard,  I  was  approaching  the  Restoration  of 
Charles  IF.,  when,  in  the  end  of  SeptcndK-r,  Parliament  was 
prorogued,  and  I  went  with  my  family  to  liuulogne. 

But  I  must  take  some  notice  of  the  events  of  the  preceding 
session. 

[Before  the  session  hegan  he  gave  a  dinner  to  the  leading 
Whigs,  and  wrote  the  following  letter  to  his  brother. — Ed.]: 

Stratlieden  Ilouoe,  January  31,  1814. 

...  I  promised  you  some  account  of  my  dinner.  Social/y  it 
went  off  very  well — politically  in  a  maimer  to  lead  to  despair. 

Lord  John,  who  had  promised  to  come,  was  kept  away  by  the 
illness  of  his  little  boy.  We  had  Melbourne,  Normanby,  Dun- 
cannon,  llowick,  Palmerston,  Methucn,  Lal)ouchere,  Sir  George 
Grey,  C.  Buller,  Wilde,  Stephenson,  Tufnell,  Le  Manihant, 
Easthope,  F<)nl)lanque,  Lord  Ponsonby,  Lord  Monteagle.  Wo 
were  very  merry,  and  all  were  well  pleased  with  their  entertain- 
ment. But  as  for  making  any  arrangement  for  opening  the  ses- 
sion, it  was  a  deplorable  failure.  Melbourne  was  very  flat  at 
first,  but  revived  with  a  little  wine  and  talked  a  great  deal. 
His  tone,  however,  was  not  at  all  satisfatitory.  You  know  he 
affects  always  to  be  a  mocker.  He  rather  defended  the  sliding 
scale  and  the  general  conduct  of  the  present  Government.  All 
others  lu  the  company  were  impatient  for  war,  but  lamentably 
divided  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  carried  on. 
Some  were  for  moving  an  amendment ;  some,  without  an  amend- 
ment, for  strongly  condemning  Peel's  Irish  policy,  particularly 
the  manner  in  which  the  prosecution  ag*ainst  O'Connell  has  been 
conducted.     Some  thought  this  would  be  very  inexpedient,  and 
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that  it  would  l)e  much  iM-tter  t'litiri'Iy  to  ntnirvo  our  Irinli  fire 
till  tin'  triairt  arc  over.  Wc  partctl  wilhout  anything  Iwing  <lctcr- 
mincd. 

Our  party  never  was  in  a  more  <lilapi(lati><l  or  ruinous  o<mdi- 
tion.  An«l  what  is  more,  I  sec  no  ho|)C  for  the  country.  Eng- 
land will  have  I'ecl  and  a  Tory  government.  With  Peel  and  i. 
Tory  government  Ireland  never  will  Ix;  rcconc^ilcil,  and  cannot 
long  l)e  kept  in  Huhjection. 

I  have  a  great  mind  to  retire  to  some  remote  ('orner  and 
devote  mygelf  to  my  Chuucellora. 


AUTOHUXiKAPHY. 

Peel's  chief  difficulty  now  was  Trclund.  He  had  acted  very 
indiscreetly  with  respect  to  the  monster  meetings  for  I{e{)eal. 
He  would  not  declare  them  to  Im;  illegal,  or  take  any  steps  t4) 
suppress  them,  while  in  a  most  inconsistent  and  irritating  man- 
ner he  cashiered  all  magistrates  who  attende<l  them. 

At  last  O'Conncll,  who  had  hecn  allowed  to  hold  these  meet- 
ings without  check  for  alM)ve  a  twelvemonth,  was  suddenly 
prosecuted  under  a  monster  indictment,  containing  an  infinite 
numl)cr  of  counts,  which  charged  him  with  an  infinite  variety 
of  offences,  an<l  sought  to  make  him  personally  answerable  for 
all  that  had  been  dt)ne,  written,  or  spoken  respecting  Repeal  for 
a  long  perio<l  of  tinu'  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 

This  ccmrse  was  most  unfair  ami  most  unwise.  The  mode  in 
which  the  prosecution  was  conducted  was  still  more  reprehensible. 
A  packed  jury  was  impanelled  from  which  all  Roman  Catholics 
were  excluded,  and  the  Chief  Justice,  Pennefather,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  a  conviction,  was  guilty  of  such  gross  partiality 
that  the  counsel  for  the  Crown  and  the  Ministers  in  England 
■were  scandalizetl,  and  could  not  say  a  word  in  his  defence. 
Upon  s'.!veral  of  the  most  important  counts  the  jury  found  a 
verdict  in  words  which  the  court  in  Dublin  thought  amounted 
to  Giiilty,  but  which  were  clearly  an  insufficient  finding.  On  all 
the  other  counts,  several  of  which  afterwards  turned  out  to  be 
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IhuI  ill  point  of  law,  tlicy  tomi<l  u  g«>ii(>nil  vciilict  of  Ciiiltif,atu\ 
upon  tli(>  whole  rn'onl  tli<'  roiirt,  'for  tlir  otlc'iiccH  ufort'Mtid/ 
p:iHH<><l  a  liciivy  Kt'iitriicc  of  Hue  and  iniprlMonnu'iit. 

Soon  after  tlic  incctin^  of  l*arliiiini>iit,  tlic  Mar«|iiiM  of  Nor- 
inanlty  lirongiit  tlir  snltjfct  iK-foro  tlio  II«)iis(>  of  liordrt  hy  u 
motion  on  tlic  .state  of  Ireland.  .  .  .  The  next  prtMreiliii^  (;oii- 
iieete<l  with  (  )'('oiiih'I I'm  ease  wan  u  Hill  I  intriKlueed  to  allow 
hail  in  error  in  easen  t>f  inis(h>ineaiior.  I  [loiiited  out  the  luon- 
stroiiH  injiistiee  of  hearing  the  merits  uf  a  eonvietion  after  the 
senteiute  had  l)een  airried  into  execution,  intr<Hlueing  the  wcU- 
knowii  quotution  : 

ihiniiim  hie  Rhadnmanthut  habtt  (hiruiima  reyna 
Cattiijatqiu,  auiitlqiie  doloi, 

(He  firHt  inflicU  the  puniHiiiiinnt,  and  thon  ho  liuarH  tite  writ  of  error.) 

But  Lyiidhurnt  iiia<le  a  r^trong  npeceh  against  the  Bill  and  it 
WJiH  thrown  out.  In  the  following  acsnion  ho  highly  praisc<l  it, 
and  it  passed. 

When  the  writ  of  error  eanie  to  Im  argue<l — O'Connell  lying 
in  prison  in  Dublin — the  most  inten.se  interest  wa«  excited,  and 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  us. 

The  main  question  was  whether,  there  l)eing  in  the  indietnient 
go(xl  counts  on  which  therq  was  a  regular  verdict  of  Guilty,  the 
judgment  sentencing  the  defendant  to  a  discretionary  fine  and 
imprisonment  could  l)e  supported,  their  Iwing  had  counts  in  the 
indictment,  and  good  counts  without  a  regular  verdict  of  Guiltif 
upon  them,  the  sentence  purporting  to  be  pronounce<l  in  respect 
of  all  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  indictment.  There  was  like- 
wise a  serious  objection  to  the  formation  of  the  jury,  which  was 
raised  by  a  plea  in  abatement. 

The  Crown  lawyers  contended  that  we  must  j)resume  that  the 
Iri.sh  judges  knew  which  conntx  were  good  as  well  as  wli'wh  find- 
ivrjn  were  good  and  which  defective,  so  that  the  whole  punish- 
ment awarded  must  bo  taken  to  be  for  the  oflences  in  the  good 
counts  on  which  there  was  a  regular  verdict  of  Guifti/.  This 
certainly  would  have  been  a  presumption  of  law  entirely  against 
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truth,  for  (ho  Trinli  Jii(1^«>m  tlioti^ht  all  the  roiititH  in  tlic  iiidict- 
iiK'iit  k<»<m|,  iiikI  |Hii-t!ni!iii'ly  I'clirtI  iipnii  MAM'iil  which  all  iha 
Kni;Ii><h  jii(l|^<'M  thi)ii;i;ht  Ini<I  ;  aixi  tli«-  Irixli  JikI^cm  had  (it'tiicil 
that  tlit<ro  \vib4  any  iiiHiinicit'iicy  in  the  liiMliny;^  of  the  jiir).  In 
truth  tht>  MiippoM'd  pi'cMiinptiitii  wum  cniitrtry  to  all  |)rin<'l|il(>,  uiul 
WUM  iiiiHU|>p<)rt(>«l  hy  any  aiithoi-ity  ;  the  Haying  that  '  it  '\n  fnoii^h 
it'  th(>n>  Im;  on<>  ){<mnI  cniiiit  in  an  indicttnont' applyinj^  to  a 
motion  in  arrest  of  jud^nimt  iH-t'on'  H<>nti>n<'c,  and  not  to  a  writ 
of  error  aftt-r  wnti^u'c 

All  tho  Fiii^jlinh  Jnd^ji'H,  iiowcvfr,  «'X('cpt  two,  wj-rc  for  ovor- 
rulinix  all  fhf  ohjt'ction.x.  Tlu'  two  dis,««'nti«'nts  (I'arkc  and  (Jolt- 
man)  thought  that  the  Judgnwnt  ou^ht  to  Im>  revcTHi'd,  hh  credit 
muHt  Ik'  y;iv<'n  to  th(>  averment  in  the  record  that  tho  pnniHh- 
mcnt  wan  awanlini  for  <///  the  .Hiip|K>sed  oIlenceH  cMuitiu'rated  iu 
tho  indictment,  whereu.^  some  of  these  were  not  indictable,  and 
of  othen4  the  defencbmt  had  not  lH>(>n  lawfully  found  guilty. 

Of  the  law  lords  in  the  House;  tw<»  w«'re  now  Tories,  Ijynd- 
htn'st  and  Brou);ham ;  and  throe  wore  steady  Whi^,  Denman, 
(7otten)iam,  and  C'amplx'll.  It  did  so  happen  hy  some  stmn^^e 
ehanec  that  the  two  were  for  afHrminj^  the  judj^ment,  and  the 
three  were  for  reversinj^  it.  We  delivered  written  opinions.  I 
took  immens(>  pains  with  mine,  which  may  he  seen  iu  Clark  and 
Finelly's  Reports,  vol.  ii.,  p.  15r). 

Were  the  lay  lords  to  vot«',  althouj^h  they  had  not  been  prestmt 
ut  the  argument  of  the  ciise,  and  were  incapable  of  iniderstaiiding 
it?  There  were  present  a  large  number  of  tninisterialists  who, 
when  the  (juestion  was  put  *  that  the  Judgment  im  rev<>rsed/ 
lialhxKjd  out  'Not  content,'  and  who  if  they  had  divided  would 
have  constituted  a  large  majority  for  nffirming.  But  the  Gov- 
ernment was  afraid  of  the  ef!e(!t  to  be  protluciil  in  Ireland  by 
an  affirmance  so  obtained ;  and  Lord  Wharncliffe,  tl»e  President 
of  the  C'oumul,  strongly  advised  that  the  lay  lords  should  not 
vote.  I  said  that  the  Constitution  knew  no  distinction  between 
lay  lords  and  law  lords,  but  that  there  was  in  reason  a  distinction 
between  lords  who  had  heanl  the  case  argued  and  those  who  had 
not,  and  that  if  any  of  the  latter  class  should  vote,  the  decision 
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woiiM  iiriii)^  ((^roiit  (liM^rncM  u|Min  tlx'  luliiiiiiiKtmtioii  <i('JiHti<-e  in 
that  iri)iim>.  Tlio  lay  lordH  th«>ii  ult  witlulrow,  iirxl  th«  (((lOMtinit 
iM'iii;;  tit^nin  put,  wi>  tlvn  liiw  lorilit  alone  l>oing  in  tlit>  IIoii<4(>, 
Di>iiin:iii,(^>tt(Mihuin,  luul  CnrnplM;!!  Niiid  (hiUnit,  am\  IjytuWmrxt 
aui\  ilroiiiihiun  «u«l  Ao/  I'nnfenf,  wh«Mi,  without  n  division,  Lynd- 
liuiNt  Hiiid  '  Tho  coiitiiitM  hiivu  it,'  Ho  the  judgment  won  ruvcmcd, 
uiiil  O'Coniirll  wii><  lilH>mt(Ml. 

Itroii^liiuii  imtiKHJiatoiy  ninio  up  to  nw  and  Miid,  '  Well,  you 
have  nuidc  Tindal  a  \h'vv.  Tho  Oovvrnnicnt  will  not  (<iiduri>  n 
maji>rity  of  lliulical  law  lords  in  th«  ITourto.'  NcvcrthoUw  poor 
Tinttal  died  a  commoner. 

I  uj'vcr  gav«!  a  more  conMeientlous  vote.  There  wiw  an  awk- 
wardnesM  in  going  againnt  a  large  majority  of  tlu!  English  jiidgPM 
in  a  |M)litifiiI  eaM(>,  Imt  our  judgnufut  wiw  genemlly  approve*!  of 
in  WeritminHter  Hull. 

In  the  debates  which  aroH<'  during  this  «esHion  upon  the  prn<!- 
tice  of  opening  letterH  at  the  Post  OIVkjo  under  a  warrant  from 
the  S«M'retary  of  HUite,  I  eonten<lcd  that  it  wiw  neither  authorized 
hy  eomnjon  law  nor  statute,  although  the  Si'firotary  of  State,  like 
any  other  inagistrate,  or  indeeil  any  private  individual  may  seize 
and  detain  (hwiuments  whi<'h  (ionntitute  evidence  ttt'  the  commi?*- 
Hion  of  a  crime.  Various  instanec?^  were  adduee<l  from  a  ntmoto 
time  of  the  Secretary  of  Sfnte,  out  of  mere  suspicion  or  curiosity, 
having  o|)ened  letters  at  the  Post  OfHec  which  he  reaealcd  and 
forwardcnl  to  their  destination ;  but  this  is  like  the  practice  of 
granting  general  warranto  to  arrest  tlie  author  of  a  lilx-'l,  which 
jtrevailed  till  it  was  adjudged  to  be  illegal.  Of  all  Secretaries  of 
State,  Mr.  Fox,  during  his  short  tenure  of  ollit«,  appeared  to  have 
<'arried  the  pmctiee  to  the  greatest  excess,  and  both  parties  were 
pleased  to  have  the  matter  hushed  up  by  the  appointment  of  a 
S(^lect  Committee. 

On  two  measures  very  crctlitable  to  Sir  Robert  Peel  T  strongly 
supported  the  Government.  The  fii-st  of  these,  the  Dissenters' 
^larriages  Bill  (Ireland),  became  necessary  by  what  T  considered 
an  erroneous  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  (juestion 
wlu'ther  at  common  law  there  might  not  be  a  valid  mai-ringc  by 


I 


ii 


*i 


264 


i.irft:  OK  r^iitn  cami'hki.l. 


[IHH. 


!»      •  i;i 


eoiiM'iit  iiikI  (<<>liiihitat!oii  without  th<*  iiitcrvciition  ofu  |)r!i>Ht  cpU. 
co|Milly  onlniiKMl.  A  niiijority  of  the  friNh  jiuI^ih  IuuI  Ih  Itl  » 
miirria({«  hy  n  l*ri'r>liyt(*riuii  iniiUHtrr  to  Im>  inviiliil  iiriliw««  {ti  tlit* 
|Mirtii-iiliti'  ntM'  wlii'iH'  it  wax  aiillioriii>«*<|  liy  yVet  of  I'lirliaiiurit. 
Tlio  liii^lif*!!  jiKlpf*  wcn>  iiiiMniiiioiiMly  oC  ilif  niiiii>  opinion. 
Th«'  law  lonl.s  wrri-  i'«|iially  ilivi«l«'«l — I^onl  liViMllim-Mt,  |^)n| 
Al>iii^i'i' aial  Lord  Cottftihatu  iM'in^  ii^aiiiHt  llir  valiilily  ot'  the 
luarria^^f,  and  liord  MroU({liarn,  Lord  hnitnaii  atid  liord  ('arn|)- 
Im>II  in  favor  of  it.  An'ordin^;  t«>  tli«-  rut«H  ot'  tlii'  IFoiim',  tlio 
qiicHtion  wiw  put  'that  the  judgment  Ih'  rcvcrMHl,'  and  tho  rule 
\yc'm\;^  Mniipii'  jtniHnmihir  pro  iii«/a>ih<,  th<' Jud^^nii'iit  whh  anirnitij. 
A  Hill  wiiM  thcrcton*  llrou^^ht  in  ^(>n('nilly  to  rc<>«));ni»<  and  rcj^u- 
\aUi  Huch  niarria){(>H  i'or  the  future.  The  inniMurc  wiw  Htron^^ly 
opi)OH4Hl  by  th(>  IriHh  l'rirnat<>  and  H>V(>niI  of  tht>  ordinary  huji- 
portrrn  of  th«'  ('ovfrnnicnt,  hut  wiim  mrricd  hy  our  afiHii-tiiniH?. 

The  next  nictiMure,  (idltti  the  I)i.HM>nterH'  ('ha|N>|H  Hill,  wan  Htill 
hohlcr,  and  if  it  hiui  lM>en  propoM^I  hy  a  Whi);  (loverninent  would 
have  Hct  all  Kn^^land  in  a  (lauic  The  ol>j<H'tof  it  wa.s  to  protirt 
the  UnitariauH  in  the  enjoyment  mf  eha|M>lH  which  hud  Im-ch 
endowe<i  hy  orthcniox  PrenhyterianH  when  th«'re  wjw  a  p<'nal  law 
agaiiiHt  all  who  denied  the  d(Htrine  of  the  Trinity,  hut  of  which 
n)n^re);ation.s  had  lon^  lM<<>n  in  undinputtHl  posneshion  after  they 
hiul  gradually  Ikhiouu!  Unitariatm.  Although  patroni/,e<l  hy  Sir 
Uolx-Tt  P<H!l,  Htill  (!on«idere«l  the  hejwl  of  the  Oonservative  party, 
the  meaHure  eaui^ed  a  ery  that  the  Church  mm  in  ddtif/er  and  it 
waH  very  distaHteful  to  Evangeliciil  diwenters  an  well  an  to  High 
Churchmen.  Hut  the  Jud|;eH  have  determined  that  there  is  now 
no  dillercnee  as  to  legal  ('upaeity  and  right  between  llnitariann 
and  other  chwHeH  of  (JhristianH  diHHenting  from  the  Church  of 
England,  and  upon  the  print^iplen  of  preMcriptiou  th(!  poKsesMion 
of  the  Unitarians  was  to  be  protoetctl.  I  supported  the  Hill  in 
a  HiTech  for  which  Lyndhuitit  expressed  mui'h  gratitude,  and  it 
passed  with  great  applau.se  from  all  lovers  of  religious  liberty. 

[In  the  early  part  of  this  session  the  death  of  his  father-in- 
law,  Lord  Abinger,  had  (xHiurred,  to  which  the  following  letters 
refer.— Ed.]: 
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8lri»lK«"lnn  Ifomn,  Wi"lni>«'li»y.  April  .1.  MI4, 

My  DKAit  ItidniiKlii —  .  .  .  ii*»itl  Aliin(()'r  Iiiim  liml  u  very 
iliUi)(«>ritUM  iNinilytii'  iittiuk  «»ii  llic  rinuit  at  Itiiry  St.  Kdiiimulii, 
iiiitl  I  hIimiiM  nut  Im>  HurpriiMtl  any  iiiiiiuii'  io  hear  an  aifoiint  of 
hirt  th'titli.  'l'lit>  nt'Wn  of  liJM  illiifpw  caiiitt  ycHtcniay  iiinriiiiiK, 
wlh'ii  Laily  Altiii^i  r,  Ui>lN>rt  un<l  I'dcr  iiiiMKNliuti'ly  m'I  oil'  tor 
Jliiry.  'I  lie  airoiinh  llii<«  nmriiiii^  an*  wry  alaiiiiin^.  You 
may  iKii|)|M)Ht>  tliat  Mary,  llic  iihwI  pioiit  oi'  ilaii^lilt'i-M,  \n  in  u 
nUxU'  oC  ^I'l-at  anxiety  ami  ili<<tt'i'F«M,  tlion^li  n|ii>  Htill  Iio|k>h  tli«>  In'mI. 

Tliii*  iM  a  wry  nwUU'ii  r«>v«>rM> ;  tor  on  Monday  wo  wrri*  all 
thrown  into  a  r^tah'  ot'  ^rcat  joy  l)y  Lord  AlM'rdn-n  liuving 
a|>|Miinti>d  I'l-tor  yciTctary  ot' lAJj^ation  at  Florfiiii'. 


Striittii»l<  ti  HoiitiK,  Moniin) ,  A|iril  H,  tH4-t, 

.  .  .  Yiai  will  Ih<  |irrpar«>d  tor  tint  IhuI  ncwH  I  havi;  to  roni- 
niiinit'att'.  Lord  Al>inKfr  (>x|iiri'd  ycHtorday  at  two  oVIiH'k. 
You  may  JH-liovc  that  Mary  in  in  tlui  d(>i>|M>Ht  atltit'tion,  and  that 
my  ^rrat  (Hfuimiion  n«)w  \h  to  HU|>|H>rt  and  (■(»mt'<»rt  her.  .  .  . 

At  pri'M4>nt  I  (uin  oidy  think  of  tiii!  ^(mnI  (|Uuliti(>M  of  tht* 
di'vctiM-tl,  which  niadi!  all  hin  (-hildrcn  moHt  ti'udtu'ly  atttu;h(><l  to 
him.  He  was  likewise  kind  and  j^cncrouH  to  all  de{)ending  upon 
him,  and  very  Hteady  in  hi^  (>arly  friL>ndHhi|)M. 

Htrath«d«in  IIoiimo,  April  13,  1844. 

.  .  .  Th«  funend  is  to  Ix'  to-morrow  morning,  and  Fre<l  and 
I  go  down  to  Abinger  to-tiight. 

AUTOBIOGKAPIIY. 


Parliament  was  not  prorogued  till  the  5th  of  8cpteml)er. 
Soon  after,  T  went  with  my  family  to  Boulogne  and  stayed  there 
two  months.  Here  I  sat  down  resolutely  to  my  Chancellors, 
and  I  never  wrote  so  much  in  the  same  space  of  time.  I  had  a 
tiaily  airing  on  the  pier,  or  the  fortifications  of  the  Haute  Ville, 
and,  exce])t  when  at  my  short  meals,  I  shut  myself  up  in  a  little 
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octsi^^onal  closet  sequcstenid  from  the  rest  of  the  house.  Claren- 
doii  was  the  result,  with  a  go(Kl  deal  of  work  to  some  other  lives. 

Two  great  men  passed  through  Boulogne  while  I  sojourned 
there.  Tile  fii-st  was  liord  Brougham,  on  his  way  to  Cannes. 
...  A  few  weeks  afterwards  1  saw  Louis  Philippe  walk  down 
the  Grand  Rue  on  his  return  from  his  visit  to  Queen  Victoria. 
Now  was  the  entente  cordiale  at  its  height,  and  we  Englishmen 
cheered  him  loudly,  his  own  subjects  receiving  him  rather  coldly 
from  knowing  him  Ixjtter.  Even  then  I  detested  his  Spanish 
policy,  and  thought  that,  instead  of  seeking  the  glory  of  being 
the  first  magistrate  of  a  free  Stiit(>,  he  was  aiming  at  absolute 
power  and  family  aggrandizement;  but  I  was  little  aware  of 
the  detestable  artifices  and  meannesses  to  which  he  would  resort 
to  gain  his  object. 

On  my  return  to  London  by  the  railway  from  Folkestone  I 
was  tlii'own  into  a  terrible  quandary  by  the  loss  of  the  box  which 
contained  the  MS.  of  my  'Lives.'  The  recovery  of  it  was  very 
doubtful,  and  I  should  have  been  wholly  incapable  of  trying  to 
re-wiite  it,  or  even  engaging  in  any  other  literary  undertakirig. 
But  in  the  couree  of  the  night  the  box,  which  had  been  'sent  by 
mistake  to  Dover,  arrived  safely  at  Strathedeu  House. 

I  was  tl)p  more  eager  to  be  in  print  that  I  might  protect 
myself  against  such  accidents.  My  labors  were  a  little  inter- 
rupted by  the  sittings  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  but  I  so  well  employed  every  interval  of  leisure 
that  I  could  see  to  the  termination  of  the  first  series,  which  was 
to  finish  in  1689  with  Jefireys.  Shaftesbuxy  now  gave  me  much 
delight.  I  was  particularly  pleased,  from  respect  for  my  craft 
as  a  lawyer,  with  showing  that,  being  unimbued  with  profes- 
sional knowledge,  he  in  truth  was  a  wretchedly  bad  judge,  and 
that  Drydcn's  praise  of  him  was  purchased.  Nottingham  I  found 
veiy  dull,  but  I  was  consoled  by  thinking  what  variety  of  char- 
acters I  had  to  portray,  and  by  anticipating  the  eflect  to  be 
€xpected  from  the  contrast  between  them.  It  rejoiced  me  when 
I  could  gratify  the  malignity  I  had  long  cherished  against  that 
flneaking  fellow.  Lord  Keeper  Guildford,  although  I  had  some 


1844.] 


rinST  8EIIIE8  OP  THE  CHANCELLORS. 


257 


remorse  when  I  recollected  that  my  friend,  the  charming  Lady 
Charlotte  Lindsay,  was  his  lineal  descendant.  The  last  in  the  ■ 
aeries  was  morally  the  womt,  but  dramati('ally  the  l)est,  of  the  ; 
whole.  Macaulay  has  said  that  it  is  allowable  to  exaggerate  for 
effect — a  license  1  have  never  ackiiowlL(lgt;iI  j  but  it  was  fortu- 
nate for  my  conscience  in  this  iiislaiitr  lliat  I  could  not  possibly 
overcharge  the  pntfligaty  and  cruelty  of  my  hero,  and  1  could 
not  help  anticipating  with  conipIa(U!iicy  the  interesi  which  a  nar- 
rative of  his  adventures  would  excite. 

Meanwhile  Parliament  met  on  the  4th  of  February.  I  still 
regularly  attended  the  judicial  business  of  the  House  of  Lords 
four  days  every  week,  and  after  the  morning  work  I  was  always 
again  in  my  place  from  five  o'clock  till  the  motion  for  adjourn- 
ment was  made  and  carried. 

[The  gravity  of  the  judicial  business  was  enlivened  by  jokes 
among  the  law  lords,  as  the  following  letters  show. — Ed.]  : 


Mouse  of  Lords,  Friday,  July  19, 1844. 

Myiw^ar  BuoTiir.R: —  ...  I  am  writing  to  you  with  a  pen 
ex  dono  Domini  Cancdlarii.  I  admiring  his  steel  j)cn,  he  offered 
me  a  pivsent  of  a  paper  of  them.  Oonpbdl. — *  But  this  must 
be  without  prejudice  to  my  right  to  oppose  your  Government.' 
Broayhim. — *  You  are  a  lucky  fellow,  for  you  ojjpose  his  Gov- 
ernment and  are  rewarded,  while  I  support  him  and  get  nothing.* 

Brougham's  love  of  vengean<!e  is  insatiable  and  will  keep  him 
the  enemy  of  the  Whigs  for  the  rest  of  his  days.  The  Tories 
certainly  give  him  nothing  beyond  fair  words.  There  are  three 
things  he  wished  to  have  had  during  the  present  session :  the  Lord 
Lieutenancy  of  Westmoreland,  the  Garter,  and  the  Presidency 
of  the  Judicial  Committee.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  he  is  so 
utterly  void  of  faith  and  principle,  for  he  is  not  only  pleasant 
but  good-natured,  and  aa  a  companion  he  is  infinitely  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  Cottenham.  I  asked  him  to-day  how  he  supposed 
Cotteuha)ii  now  spends  his  time.  Brougham. — *  I  understand 
that  he  stays  at  home  and  knits  stockings,  like  the  Aberdeea 
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Niilora  inentioiiecl  by  Adam  Smith,  uiul  thut  hu  hcIIm  them  for 
threepence  a  pan*,  which  he  is  uhle  to  do,  his  time  Ixjing  of  ho 
little  vahie  to  him.' 

.SlrnllieiJeii  Ilouxi-,  May  2<<,  18  If), 

.  .  .  To  prepaie  you  for  the  I'ollowinj;  je«t,  1  must  tell  you 
that  last  session  JiViidhurst  carried  a  Jol>  throuf^h  Parliumciit 
whereby  he  appointed  his  two  secretaries,  very  foolish  fellows, 
Commissioners  of  Lunatics.  1  sluiwcd  Lyndhin'st  and  Bi'ou^- 
ham  a  proof-sheet  fiivinjj;  an  account  ol'  C^ardinal  Wolsey's  fcjol 
being  made  a  present  of  to  tlie  Kin;;',  with  this  note:  *A  fool 
was  so  necessary  to  (he  establisliincht  of  a  Chancellor  that  wo 
.shall  find  one  in  tlie  house  of  Sir  Thomas  More.  It  is  very 
doubtful  wh(!n  Chancellors  ceased  to  have  any  such  character 
about  them.'  I.  afterwards  privately  suggcst((d  to  IJroughani 
that  livndhurst  knew  better  how  to  provide  for  his  fools  than 
making  a  |)rescnt  of  them  to  tiie  (iueen  and  Prince  Albert,  but 
that  this  was  so  near  th(!  truth  that  J  did  not  venture  to  (!om})li- 
ment  him  upon  it.  Ilroiif/liam. — '  Oh,  a  great  mati  ought  always 
to  hear  the  truth.'  He  tlH'n  runs  up  to  Lyndhurst  and  tells  him 
how  Camjjbell  had  been  coniplinienting  him.  Jiyndhurst  laughed 
good-humoredly.  ... 


AUTOBIOOUAPIIY. 

Peel's  Govei'nment  was  now  all-powerful,  and  a  general  opm- 
ion  prevailed  that  it  might  last  as  long  as  Sir  Robert  Walpole's. 
No  one  gifted  with  second  sight  would  have;  gained  credit  to  a 
vaticination  that  before  the  y<.'ar  closed  it  would  receive  its  death- 
wound,  and  that  the  great  Conserv.ative  jiarty  was  about  to  be 
dissolved. 

Htwing  renewed  the  income  tax,  and  repealecl  the  glass  duty 
and  other  imposts  weighing  heavily  on  industry,  Peel  trium- 
phantly ])ut  an  end  to  the  session,  and  was  worshipped,  I  might 
almost  say,  by  all  parties  as  a  Heaven-born  Minister.  But  a 
blight,  or  i;  little  bmed,  was  already  invisibly  at  work  to  hurl 
liim  from  power. 
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We  sput  the  uutuinii  at  Abingor  Hull,  which  wns  lent  to  ns 
by  my  brothor-in-hiw.  I  had  given  up  all  thought  of  political 
<'haiig('H,  and  had  Imm-omic  rcconcilt'd  to  my  banisliment  from 
oflRec!  for  the  rest  of  my  days.  F  first  hoarcl  agoHsii)ing  old  lady 
say  that  thc^  pofalnci  weir  (til  roffhif/,  an<l  she  added  that  they 
were  turned  to  poison,  and  that  hnndi-eds  of  p(!ople  were  dying 
from  eating  them.  I  dislM^Iic^ved  the  whole  of  her  story,  but 
the  first  part  of  it  soon  turned  out  to  be  too  true. 

By  the  time  wo.  returned  to  London,  whieh  way  early  in 
Novend)er,  there  was  a  general  alarm  of  famine,  and  rumors 
were  propagated  that  Ministei-s  were  about  to  optui  the  ports  for 
the  free  iin])ortation  of  eorn.  Then  eanu!  Lord  John  Russell's 
letter  from  Edinburgh,  reipiiring  a  total  alH)lition  of  the  Corn 
Laws,  and  even  d(>noun(^int;  the  fixed  dutv  whieh  lie  had  onee 
prop(>sed  as  a  <!ompromise,  Th(!  day  on  whieh  this  letter 
apjMiared  in  the  Tiondon  journals  I  met  Tjord  Palniertson  riding 
in  Hyde  Park,  and  h(!  very  freely  eensunxl  'John's  temerity  in 
writing  and  publishing  this  letter  without  the  sanction  of  his 
party,'  complaining  that  it  miglit  be  the  means  of  preventing 
our  return  to  power. 

Soon  cam<!  the  astounding  intelligence  that  Sir  llobert  Peel 
proposing  to  nspeal  the  Corn  Laws  and  being  overi'uled  by  his 
eolleagnes,  had  resigned,  and  that  Lord  J(»hn  Russell  was  sent 
for  to  form  a  new  administration. 

1  expected  to  be  in  Dublin  in  a  w(;ek.  What  then  was  my 
surprise  when  Ijord  John  Russfsll  sent  for  me,  and  told  me  that 
he  meant  to  act  on  tlu;  principle  of  '  Ireland  for  the  Irish,'  and 
that  he  was  resolvcvl  for  the  j)id)lie  good  not  only  to  have  an 
Irishman  for  Lord  Tiieutenant,  but  an  Irishman  for  Chancellor. 
Personally  be  was  abundantly  civil  to  me,  and  said 'that  sonu; 
other  arrangement  should  be  made  for  me. 

Luckily  foi"  us  all,  in  a  few  hours  the  whole  concern  was 
blown  to  atonjs.  I  was  not  on  this  oc(!asion  sunmioned  to  th(! 
meetings  in  Chesham  Place,  but  I  knew  all  that  passed  from 
Lord  Aucklanil.  Lord  Grey  was  certainly  much  to  be  blamed 
for  abruptly  (l<'(!laring,  when  everything  had  been  settled,  that 
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he  would  not  sit  in  the  Cubinot,  Pa'.innitson  being  Foreign 
MiniHtcr;  but  his  brusquerie  Huved  tlie  country,  luul  certainly 
Bave<l  our  party.  If  Lord  John  lluHsell  hud  then  taken  the 
Government,  he  would  have  had  n()  chance  of  carrying  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Corn  Laws;  not  twenty  Conservatives  would  have 
8U2)ported  liini  in  the  House  of  Conuuons,  and  a  vast  majority  of 
peers  would  have  been  against  hiiu.  At  all  events  the  AViiigs 
must  have  been  turned  out  the  lufniicnt  the  measure  was  carried, 
as  there  would  have  been  no  penuanent  qr"rrel  between  Peel 
and  the  Conservatives. 

Peel  wjis  greatly  delighted  when  he  had  i)atclu'(l  u|)his  Cabincit, 
inducing  all  whom  he  really  liked  to  remain  with  him.  He  was 
not  sorry  to  get  rid  of  Stanley,  with  whom  he  had  never  been 
cordial,  and  he  confidently  expected  to  have  all  the  glory  of 
establishing  iVee  trade  in  corn  (IihI  likcirixc.  to  retain  his  ojftce. 
He  knew  that  his  Corn  Law  measure  wou  ^e  strongly  opj)osed 
by  a  larg(!  section  of  the  Tories,  but  he  conlideiitly  believed  that, 
when  the  storm  had  blown  ov<n',  tliey  would  again  rally  round 
him  for  the  jmrpose  of  keeping  out  the  Whigs.  His  colleagues 
mIio  sliick  by  him  believed  llic  sime.  Most  of  them  would 
liave  seen  him  at  the  Devil  ratiicr  than  support  free  trade  in  corn 
as  they  did  (contrary  to  their  own  opinion  and  their  wishes),  had 
they  not  expected  that  thereby  they  .secured  to  themselves  their 
continuance  in  office. 

His  and  their  speculations  were  plausible  enough,  and  had 
Lcid  George  Bent i nek  and  Jjcnjamin  Disraeli  not  been  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  my  iK^tion  is  that  their  s})ecuiati()ns 
would  have  turned  out  to  be  well  founded.  These  two  men,  and 
these  two  alone,  curried  on  the  war  um(^H''  ad  intciiireionoii. 
Their  great  object  was  (in  which  they  iuUy  succeeded),  to  make 
Peel  personally  odious  to  the  Tory  j)arty,  to  provoke  him  to 
retaliate  upon  them,  and  to  render  a  reconciliation  with  him 
utterly  impossible.  It  is  owing  to  them  that  Peel  eulogi/ed 
Richard  Cobden,  whotn  he  had  once  charged  with  a  premeditated 
purpose  of  assiussination. 

In  May,  1845,  the  coni position  of  my  first  series  luiing  finished, 
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T  hml  cntiu'i'd  into  a  nej;otiation  witii  Mr.  John  Murray,  of  Albe- 
inarlo  Street,  for  piil)lisliii);r  it,  and  he  aj^rc  !  fo  print  an  e<lition 
of  1 250  copies,  w(^  dividinj^  the  profits.  Ily  the  l«'ginning  of 
Septeiid)er  the  three  thick  octavos  were  ready,  hut  it  was  deemed 
not  advisable  to  publish  them  till  I)ecenil«'r.  I  wai*  still  very 
doubtful  of  their  success,  as  those;  Ix-st  acquainted  with  book- 
making  had  pronoun<!ed  s  ;  strong  an  opinioti  against  the  project. 
No  one  except  the  printer  had  read  a  line  of  it  till  the  printing 
wiw  finished.* 

My  first  ctMufort  was  from  Senioi-,  the  Master  in  Chancery,  to 
whom  I  sent  a  copy  that  lu!  might  consider  of  reviewing  it  for 
th(;  *  pjdiiil)urgh.'  He  wrot(!  me  'that  it  was  as  entertaining  aa 
a  novel,  and  that  Mrs.  Senior,  who  out  of  curiosity  had  looked 
into  it,  (!ould  not  leave  it  off  till  she  had  read  the  whole.'  Next 
Murray  told  me  that  Lo(;khart  had  written  an  article  upon  it  for 
the  '(Quarterly,'  which  alone  was  enough  to  sell  an  edition. 
Several  copies  which  I  distributed  among  private  friends  brought 
eomj)liliieiits  more  than  the  promptings  of  mere  civility. 

At  last  Mr.  Muriay's  traile  sale  came  (1  think  the  15th  of 
December),  which  was  the  day  of  publication,  and  a  rumor 
having  got  abroad  tliat  the  book  was  lively,  the  chief  part  of 
the  edition  was  'subscribed  for,'  that  is,  taken  by  tlie  retail  book- 
sellers. In  a  few  days  the  'Quarterly  Review'  appeared  with 
warm  commendation  of  th'j  work,  and  the  same  strain  was 
adopted  by  other  periodicals — daily,  weekly,  monthly  and  quar- 
terly. I  can  safely  say  that  no  new  work  of  solid  information 
had  caused  such  an  excitement  for  many  years.  In  a  very  little 
time  it  wa.s  'out  of  print,'  and  a  new  edition  wtus  called  for. 

LETTEaS   TO  RIR  GEORGE   CAMPBEIX. 

Stratheden  House,  January  16,  1846. 
My  dear  Brother: —  .  .  .  The  success  of  the  *  Chancel- 
lors' is  greater  and  greater.     Compliments  and  congratulatioas 


Hi 


*1  now  recollect  that  the  proofs  of  one  -^r  two  short  lives  had  been  shown 
to  Lady  Holland ;  but  the  manuscript  "  vs  not  even  seen  by  my  own  wife  or 
children. 
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jKMir  in  fVoni  all  (piiirtcrx.  Miirniy  liiu*  rwnifHtiMl  nu»  to  prepare 
a  w'cond  oilition.  T  liav<'  ina<l«i  ^n-at  pro^rcHs  with  the  fourth 
and  fifth  vohitncM,  which  iiinic  down  to  Thm'low.  Him  T  omv 
wiw  with  mv  own  eves. 

HouHo  of  Lurdi,  January  2Z,  184*<. 

...  I  am  ^oinf?  t(»  \innn  an  soon  w*  I  can  with  my  necond 
edition.  Tlie  most  extraonlinary  |)ane>;yric  is  from  my  ohi 
enemy  Crolcer.  Ke  told  Murray  that  the  'Quarterly  lleview' 
di<l  not  praise  it  Hufliciently,  and  he  in  jjoinjf  to  j;et  me  some 
MH8.  for  the  second  series.  ... 

Htrathmion  HouHr,  Friday,  .Taniiary,  23  181(1. 

...  As  1  am  afraid  I  huvv  often  annoyed  yoii  by  my  despon- 
<len:«,  I  will  try  to  amuse  you  for  once  by  my  vanity. 

When  I  had  finislKHl  my  note  to  you  yesterday  T  went  down 
from  my  private  room  to  the  House,  and  if  1  had  been  made  an 
Karl  T  should  not  have  l)een  received  with  such  distinc^tion. 
Fii-st  began  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  spoke  of  my  book  in 
such  terms  that  I  said, '  Really  you  almost  persuade  me  to  become 
a  Protectionist.'  Lyndhurst,  having  praised  it  extravagantly, 
said,  'You  throw  out  some  reflections  in  a  sl^  manner  on  living 
Chancellors.  T  take  none  of  them  myself:  you  could  not  mean 
me.  But  1  hear  that  Brougham  is  nm(;h  offended  by  your  say- 
ing that  Ii(>rd  Ellcsmen!  did  not  waste  his  time  on  the  benc-h  by 
writing  notes  and  preparing  speeches  in  Parliament.'  Camp- 
bell.— *  I  had  in  my  mind  only  the  bad  practices  of  Turketel  and 
Saint  Swithun.' 

I  was  quite  alarmed  when  Ijord  Melbourne  addressed  me,  sit- 
ting at  a  little  distance  from  him — for  he  raise<l  his  voice,  and, 
from  his  infirmity,  it  was  broken  as  if  he  had  been  going  to 
burst  into  tears.  He  then  contrived  to  say,  *Camj)bell,  your 
book  is  excellent.  1  know  not  whether  it  is  more  entertaining 
or  instructive.'  Lord  Dude. — 'Campbell,  you  have  saved  my 
life.  I  was  in  bed  three  weeks,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
entertainment  vou  afforded  me.  I  never  should  have  recovered.' 
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lionl  fianwlownt',  Tionl  Wilton,  uimI  othvr  peorH,  were  equally 
compliinciitary.  .  .  . 

Strathoden  llouitb,  Juauary  29,  1846. 

My  dear  BiuyniKii: —  .  .  .  You  greatly  overrate  the 
importance  of  the  work,  l)ut  our  Huecew*  is  not  to  he  despised. 
Brougham  han  explodwl  in  the  •  Morning  Herald,'  the  journal 
in  whirh  \\o  now  landM  himw'lf  and  vitu|)orj»tes  his  friends.  I^ast 
{Saturday  appeared  there  an  HJitorial  article — violently  abusing 
me  rather  than  my  •  Lives,'  which  are  denominated  'ponderous 
triflcH,*  l)nt  calling  me  'plain  .Fohn,'  and  alluding  to  my  i)eerage8 
ami  my  non  DiidKy,  etc., — so  evi<lently  from  Brougham's  pen 
that  everylxMly  immediately  rec»>gnize<l  the  author.  When  he 
tirHt  met  my  eye  on  Monday  h<!  did  for  a  moment  look  a  little 
emhari'assed,  hut  when  he  had  sat  down  n(^ar  me  I  relieved  him 
by  saying  that  I  ha<l  received  a  long  letter  from  Jeffrey  highly 
complimcntiMg  me  on  my  *  jumdenmH  trifles.'  He  turntnl  off  the 
convei'saticai  bv  talkinjr  of  .I(>lfrev's  health.  Soon  after  he  said 
to  me,  '  How  far  down  do  you  come  in  your  Lives  of  the  Chan- 
cellors— to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  or  the  Revolution? 
Some  one  was  talking  to  me  of  your  life  of  Jjord  Somers — but 
there  ai"e  no  materials  for  such  a  life.  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  look  at  your  IxMik.'  I  only  laughed  in  his  face  without  giv- 
iiijif  him  any  answer.  He  is  the  strangest  of  mankind,  for,  writing 
in  hid  own  laudation  or  against  others,  he  seems  to  he  at  no  pains 
to  conceal  himself,  and  afterwards,  when  the  composition  has 
been  publishetl,  he  talks  as  if  no  one  could  suspect  him. 


■'j  \ 


'i 


■■■n 


House  of  Lords,  Friday,  February  13, 1846. 

...  I  find  that  Stanley  is  about  to  head  the  Protectionists. 
He  said  to  iiie  yesterday  evening,  *  You  laid  down  very  sound 
doctrine  in  presenting  the  Birmingham  petition.'  Campbell. — 
'I  always  do.'  Stunlcij. — '  But  why  shou'd  the  duties  on  copper 
ore  and  all  raw  materials  be  repealed?'  Campbell. — 'That  we 
may  have  a  cheap  manufactured  article.'  Stanley. — 'To  protect 
native  industry.     This  is  Protection.     I  had  a  great  mind  to  tell 
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you  HO  at  tlio  tiino — l>iit  I  hIiuII  hriii^  it  up  ni^niimt  )'<>ii.'  With 
ttll  luH  clovuriuHs  li*>  ilocs  not  know  tlin  firMt  principlcH  of  |M>liti- 
cul  w'oiioniy.  liut  \m  I«'iul(ixlii|>  will  nivo  grout  vigor  to  tho 
Protect  ion  istrt.  It'  lu'  Iiiul  rcinuincd  in  tho  Houm(^  of  CoinnionN, 
I  think  thoy  would  have  won  tho  (hiy, 

IIouMi  of  Lor<l)t,  Muich  A,  181ti, 

.  .  .  Having  hlamcHl  mo  tnuoh  for  ncvor  montioning  my  InHtk 
to  yon,  I  tour  you  will  now  think  that  I  porpotually  horu  you 
with  tho  Huhjoct,  hut  you  must  Htill  u  litth)  humor  thf^  vanity  of 
un  author.  I  oontinuo  to  rocoivo  many  (tomplimonts  hy  word 
of  mouth  and  hy  h'ttor.  On  Sumhiy  I  mot  Pool  in  tho  Park, 
and  hmIo  with  him  for  Homo  timo.  At  parting,  he  l)oggod  por- 
miK8i(m  to  oxprosH  tho  groat  dolight  Ik;  had  had  in  roading  my 
Lives  of  the  ChancollorH,  and  ho  extollo<l  tho  value  of  the  work 
most  extravagantly.  YostiM'day  evening,  when  the  Houho  waH 
hreaking  up,  Lord  StrangfonI  naid  to  a  pretty  girl  on  hiu  arm, 
*  Hero,  Mary,  thank  Lord  Campboll  for  the  (aitortuinmont  he  hiw 
given  you.'  Mim  i^mift/ic. — *  Yos,  indeed,  liord  Campholl's  in  the 
most  oharming  hook  I  over  road.'  JJut  I  will  nparo  you  fronj 
further  btanici/,  although  I  might  go  on  for  an  hour. 


House  of  Lorfla,  June  11,  1846. 

.  .  Yesterday  I  had  th(!  honor  to  dine  at  liinoolu's  Inn  with 
our  brother  bencher,  Prince  Albert.  lie  shook  me  cordially  by 
the  IuukI,  and  entoretl  into  a  long  conversation  with  me  about 
my  book.  Ho  began  this  by  saying:  'I  have  been  reading 
your  Lives  of  the  Chancellors,  Lord  Campbell,  with  the  Queen, 
and  we  have  received  from  you  much  amusement  and  instriic- 
tiou.' 

He  evidently  showed  that  he  had  read  and  understood  the 
book.  He  asked  me  about  the  continuation,  and  was  much 
tickled  by  some  anecdotes  I  told  him  of  George  I.  When  I 
mentioned  a  paper  written  by  Lord  Cowper  to  inform  that  sov- 
ereign, on  his  arrival  in  this  country,  of  the  state  of  parties,  he 


1846.] 


ABOLITION   OF  THE  (X>UN   LAWS. 


266 


obflcTvwl :  '  I  think  it  would  piiji/le  iiiiy  man  to  write  n  |mi)cr 
giving  uti  account  of  the  Htitti^  of  (uirticH  now — who  uml  what 
are  Whigs,  and  who  and  wliat  ai-c  ToricHt' 

T  apologi/Aul  in  the  lioHt  way  I  could  for  not  Honding  a  (;o|iy  of 
my  Imm)I<  to  her  Majv-sty  and  \m  Koyul  IlighncHM — an<l  I  must 
Hond  tlicni  a  copy  of  the  sccontl  scries. 


AUroUlOOUAlMIV. 


I  did  not  ial<c  any  very  proinineiit  part  in  the  husiness  of  tho 
Hcssion  of  18-U{.  Lord  llowick,on  tlu;  decease  of  liis  illnstriouA 
sire  tran;<ferrcd  to  our  House,  had  taken  liroughani  off  my  hands. 
Tliis  sliiut  Karl  hy  no  means  imitated  the  timid  Whigs  who 
treated  the  nitrf/aile  with  eowarilly  courtesy.  Hroughnm  cidled 
him  *my  nol)le  friend,*  hut  could  never  get  any  appellation  In 
return  hut  'the  nohle  and  leanud  lord.' 

As  the  Irish  Coereictn  ]iill,on  wliieh  I*ecl  was  turned  out,  wjw 
passing  through  the  Lords,  it  was  warmly  supported  hy  some  of 
our  party,  tiiid  emnitenanced  hy  almost  all  the  rest.  But,  although 
I  did  not  ventiu'f:'  to  divide  the  House  upon  it,  J  kept  up  an  inces- 
Htuit  fire  upon  it  in  all  its  stagw,  and,  damaging  it  in  i)ul)liu 
opinion,  prepared  the  o])positioit  which  was  fatal  to  it  in  the  other 
House.  1  now  sm^ceeiled  in  getting  through  hoth  Houses  my 
Bills  for  the  aholition  of  deodaiids,  and  for  giving  a  com[)eusa- 
tion  l)y  action  to  the  families  of  those  who  are  killed  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  othei's. 

The  session  of  1846  was  by  far  the  most  important  since  the 
Keform  Bill.  The  gr«vt  measure  was  the  al)olition  of  the  C'orn 
Laws,  and  upon  this  I  thought  it  more  becoming  to  give  a  silent 
vote.  But  I  watched  it*s  progress  with  intense  interest.  Sitting 
iieur  Prince  Albert,  who  countenanced  it,  I  heard  Peel's  spe<!ch 
introducing  it,  and  I  heard  Lord  George  Bentinck  when  he  fii-st 
fell  foul  of  its  author,  and  showed  that,  if  it  was  c^vrried,  the 
Conservative  party  would  be  annihilated.  But  the  treat  was  to 
listen  to  the  invectives  of  Benjamin  Disraeli  against  Peel.     So 
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gniit  WiiM  (Ih>  pitMtiijt'  ultiif'lxil  to  I'ti'l'H  iiiinif,  thiit  lif  would 
huvi>  coiitiniiMl  ^tiiuHtfr  liiul  his  (■(tntliict  not  lM>(>ti  tliiiM  u^tiili<<l 
in  u  nmnticr  tfmliri^  t«>  mako  liini  !t|)|»-iir  l)oth  otIioiiH  .tixl  ridit*- 
ulniiH. 

TIh'  <|iu'»<ti<»n  wii.'^ '  WImt  will  \\w  LonU  <Ii»?'  The  «'omlnct 
of*  th«  Duko  of  NVrilint^ton  wjw  most  rxtraon linn rv.  \\v.  nin- 
vii>4Hf(l  tor  til*'  Mill  and,  wlu'u  iiny  ol)j«!ctii»ii  to  it  was  made,  lie 
Miid,  'That  irt  notliin};;  you  can't  havt>  ii  worNc  opinion  i^\'  it  than 
I  hav«' ;  l)iit  to  >ii|>porl  till'  <iii<t'n',s  (lovcninicnt  Wf  must  «'aiTy 
it  ihioiij^h.'  'I'hc  I)uUi'  vtiy  woll  «iw  thai  tin'  (Jovcrnini'nt 
conid  not  ^land  after  ilic  Hill  wiim  ('an'i('«l,  imkI  he  wiih  in(lit!<>r<>nt 
fliMuit  the  thaiiyjc,  tor  liirt  Mnhjfrtion  to  l'»«<;|  had  InM-ornc  very  irk- 
M)ine  to  him.  lint  lht>  situation  of  thort«>  peers  wlm.  disliking 
the  measure,  had  ii;;i'eed  li»  Mipp'trt  it  ill  the  hope  of  kt  rpiii^  their 
plaeeH  was  sneh  as  to  excite  (he  pity  of  thiir  oppoiieiil-«.  When 
the  llill  came  to  the  llpper  House,  ihcy  were  still  hoiitnl  to  Mip- 
jMM't  it,  and  they  felt  that  as  soon  as  it  was  carried  they  must 
inevitahly  Ihj  turnHl  out.  I  never  saw  such  Iu;;ul)ri..us  liurs  as 
they  t'xhihited.  It  was  excellent  fun  for  us  Whijjs  to  divide  with 
th«'m  and,  as  we  wt  lit  in  jireal  sfi'i'ii;;,th  helow  the  har,4o  (longrat- 
ulate  them  on  the  triumph  of  the  (iovcrnment. 

The  new  Irish  Coercion  ISill  meanwhile  was  pending  in  the 
Commons  and,  Whij^s  and  Protectionists  eomhining  aj^ainst  it, 
I't'cl  wiw  undone. 

I  heard  his  farewell  speech  upon  his  resij^nation.  Ft  fully 
verified  old  KIdon's  prophecy,  *  The  time  will  come  when  Mr. 
IV-el  will  place  himself  at  the  head  of  the?  democracy  of 
En^Iuiid  ' — althou<i;h  the  la.st  part  of  the  prophecy  I  hope  will  he 
falsided — 'aiid  overthrow  the  Church.' 

Ijonl  John  Russell  was  now  certainly  to  form  an  administra- 
tion. Jiord  Ik'sshoroiij^h,  who  was  goinj;  Tiord  liieuteiiant  to 
Ireland,  having  expressed  a  clear  opinion  that  tlu;  Irish  (.'han- 
cellor  should  be  taken  from  the  English  bar,  and  having  always 
stoinl  strenuously  by  me,  I  expected  that  notwithstanding  what 
had  passed  in  the  preceding  month  of  November,  my  former 
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utVui'  Would  In*  rcHtoriil  to  iim>.*  Hut  I<or«I  John  Mtat«>«I  to  mu 
that  from  the  i-iyiTM.'ut.'itinuM  luiulc  to  liini  iVoui  In'luitil  tin* 
iiri'i'M.sity  lor  ;;iviii;^  tlic  (iinit  Si-iil  to  iiii  IriHliiuau  i-outiiiuitl ; 
tli:tt  III'  had  Ihtu  •^ti'oii^ly  ur^nl  to  appoint  au  IriHliiuau  liki'wiiw 
to  Ih'  CIim'I'  Sccriiaiy  ;  that  lliis  armu;;i'infut  In-  tliou;;lit  iiiad- 
iiUHxililo,  laii  that  the  piililif  ^ihhI  itMiuiii'd  him  to  F^acrilht* 
privatt'  It't'liu;^  with  n'H|M'rt  to  the  Or. -at  S'ul.  Hi*  thcrcCon* 
oil!  iv(l  m<-  the  Din'hy  of  Laiifa.<«l«'r,  whit-h,  as  he  olwcrvtHJ,  hud 
\m      hrlij  hy  l>unuiun,t — with  a  >«  at  in  fli*- Cahiiu't. 

ill  {toiiit  ii{'  profit  I  wiijs  a  ^I'rat  hwr  liy  the  HulHtitutioii,  hut 
1  wuM  ir  \i  more  di){tiilit'd  a.s  well  an  a  iiioit  a){i'(>«'ahli>  situation. 

I  WM  ^lad  likcwiMc  to  think  that  I  should  In'  alti(>  to  IliiiHli 
my  '  hivi-rt  of  the  ('haiiccllors/  Having  piiMishcd  a  inoroiid 
•■•litioii  of  2()()(»  of  the  llr-<t  ^i-rics,  I  was  vij^oroiwly  ciuploycti 
uii  the  .second  M-rifs,  from  th«>  Rcvoiution  in  \MH  to  the  <l(Mith 
of  Lord  Thui'lovv  ill  1806.  This  must  havt;  l)«'«ii  suspnidcd,  and, 
in  the  intervals  of  loiHiirc  snatched  from  an  onie(<  having;  Huch 
heavy  political  a.s  \\ell  ui^  judicial  duties  iK'lonjrinn  to  it,  the  third 
BcricM  never  t-oiiid  luive  iHJcn  Lh'^uii. 

The  (laiiHfer  of  the  ministerial  otHcos  took  place  at  Huckiiig- 
ham  I'ulucu  on  the  Gth  of  July.     I  ought  to  have  been  iuitiHticd, 

•Tho  following  U  Lord  Be««liornugh'H  li'itor : 

'  HuHMborough,  Ducemb^r  '2'i,  1840. 

'Mr  DKAit  Campbell: — Ah  lur  ut  my  own  opinion  goeit,  I  have  always 

thouj^lit  lliui  tht)  ChanciiUor  of  Irolau'l  mIiouM  Iio  an  MnglUli  lawyur,  an'l 
havi)  L'Xprussoil  that  o|iiiiion  both  to  Ijorii  Onty  anil  to  Lonl  Mitlbourno.  On 
your  ap|)ointmont  I  (ommiinioftti'il  with  O't^onnull,  ami  ho  entirely  approved; 
bill  lie  is  i4o  capriciouH  a  person,  and  dopiMiilM  ho  iniicli  on  tlut  iinpuiMn  ot  the 
moment,  that  I  don't  know  what  Im  may  say  at  [inisunt.  I  nKoiild,  however, 
p^rsovoit.  in  my  own  opinion,  thai  for  very  niany  roaHnni)  an  Kni^linh  lawyur 
hhoulJ  pre-inlo  in  Ireland  I  li  »vo  ni-vcr  Idiiiid  a  dilV'Turifi' of  opinion  excopt 
from  intorostiKl  persons  tliat  gri'at  improvi'inonts  have  bmm  made  in  the  Irinh 
Courts  Hinco  Sugdon  was  there  aii»l  thnre  aro  so  many  yot  to  bo  mado  that  I 
?hnnld  be  very  sorry  to  sno  an  Iri-hmaii,  with  Irish  ideas  of  justice,  equity, 
property,  lunacy,  iiud  many  other  tilings,  however  oxc'ellent  a  [jerson  he  may 
be  (and  there  are  many  hucIi>,  appoinlt'ii  to  that  situation.  Believe  mo,  faith- 
tully  yours.  '  Bessborouoh.' 

+  John  Dunning,  Lord  Ashburlon,  was  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancas- 
ter in  Lord  Houkingham'tt  Administration,  A,  d.  17ti2. — £d. 
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for  I  received  ttoo  seals— one  for  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and 
one  for  tlie  County  Palatine  of  Lancaster.  My  ignorance 
of  the  double  honor  which  awaited  me  caused  an  awkward 
accident;  for  when  the  Queen  put  two  velvet  bags  into  my 
hand,  I  grasped  one  only,  and  the  other  with  its  heavy  weight 
fell  down  on  the  floor  and  might  have  bruised  the  Royal  toes, 
but  Prince  Albert  good  naturedly  picked  it  up  and  restored  it  to 
me. 

The  same  day  I  was  invited  to  a  grand  entertainment  given 
by  the  benchers  of  the  Inner  Temple.  After  the  rising  of  thn 
House  of  Lords,  Lyndhurst,  who  had  just  surrendered  the  Great 
Seal,  Brougham  and  I  went  there  together  in  Lyndhurst's  car- 
riage. We  had  a  very  jolly  evening.  It  had  been  agreed  that 
there  should  be  no  speaking,  but  poor  Charley  Wetherell  was  there 
(being  the  last  time  he  ever  appeared  in  public,  for  he  was  killed 
by  an  accident  shortly  after),  and  we  could  not  resist  the  tempta- 
tion of  forcing  him  up.  He  was  richer  than  I  had  ever  known 
him  at  the  bar  or  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  repeatedly 
called  me  his  *  noble  and  biographical  friend,'  and  warned  me 
how  I  was  to  write  the  lives  of  Lyndhurst  and  Brougham,  he 
courteously  but  most  grotesquely  pointing  out  their  supposed 
good  qualities.  They  were  obliged  to  speak  in  reply,  and  both 
of  them  performal  exceedingly  well.  When  it  came  to  me,  I 
expressed  a  wish  that  Wetherell  might  still  live  to  be  Chancellor, 
in  which  case  he  would  eclipse  the  fame  of  the  most  distinguished 
of  his  predecessors,  and  if  I  should  have  the  misfortune  to  sur- 
vive him  I  might  have  the  melancholy  consolation  of  celebrating 
his  genius  and  his  virtues.* 

During  the  revelry  above  described  we  little  thought  that  an 
old  and  valued  friend  with  whom  we  had  often  jested  and 
laughed  was  actually  in  the  last  agony.  I  heard  of  Tindal's 
death  next  morning. 

When  going  to  see  Lord  John  Russell  on  business  connected 
with  the  Duchy,  his  private  secretary  put  into  my  hand  a  letter 


*  He  had  resigned  the  office  of  Attorney-General  in  1829  rather  than  agree 
to  the  Boman  Catholic  Emancipation  Bill.— £d. 
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from  him  to  me,  excusing  his  not  appointing  mc  to  the  vacant 
office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  announcing  that 
it  was  to  be  given  to  Serjeant  Wilde.  I  could  not  complain  of 
this  as  a  grievance,  for  I  had  made  no  condition  about  judicial 
])roniotion.  He  mentioned  to  me  a  dictum  of  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
that  *  the  cushion  of  the  Common  Pleas  belongs  to  the  Attorney- 
General  to  repose  upon,'  and  said  that  an  arrangement  would  be 
njade  with  the  new  law  officers  whereby,  if  a  vacancy  should 
occur  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  and 
ray  appointment  should  be  deemed  advisable,  it  might  take  place. 


than  agree 
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My  narrative  might  now  be  expected  to  become  much  more 
interesting,  but  I  am  afraid  that  disappointment  will  follow. 
In  my  opinion  it  would  be  highly  unjustifiable  at  any  period, 
however  distant,  to  publish  to  the  world  all  that  passes  in  a 
Cabinet.  Under  the  apprehension  of  such  a  disclosure,  the 
members  would  not  freely  and  boldly  do  their  duty.  But  when 
times  and  characters  have  become  historical,  there  are  delibera- 
tions of  the  Cabinet  which  may  fairly  be  made  matter  of  his- 
tory, and  which  those  who  took  part  in  them  would  not  wish  to 
be  concealed.  A  few  such  deliberations  I  shall  introduce  as 
occasion  arises,  trusting  to  the  discretion  of  those  who  are  to 
come  after'  me  that  no  improper  use  will  ever  be  made  of  any  of 
my  statements. 

I  b^n  with  a  slight  sketch  from  nature  of  the  members  of 
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uur  Cublnut,  not  aiming  at  anything  like  regular  ur  artistic  )K)r- 
traits,  but  trying  to  bring  out  a  likcnosB  by  a  few  huitty  strokes  > 
and  first  for  Lord  John.  He  is  the  tliird  premier  under  whom 
I  have  served.  First  came  the  high-mannered  and  high-minded, 
but  somewhat  stiff  and  stately  Grey.  It  was  pleasant  enough 
to  communicate  with  him  on  business,  for  he  had  a  clear  under- 
standing, he  was  desirous  of  being  instructeil,  and  he  could  easily 
be  made  to  comprehend  any  question  of  municipal  or  inter- 
national law  on  which  the  measures  of  government  might 
depend.  But  I  could  soon  distiover  that  he  had  the  old  Whig 
love  of  prosecuting  for  libel,  and  the  old  Whig  dislike  of  any 
liberal  concession  to  the  Irish.  His  Reform  Bill  ought  to  place 
him  in  a  temple  of  British  worthies  by  the  side  of  Lord  Somers, 
for  it  wisely  remodelled  the  Constitntion,  and  it  is  hardly  less 
important  than  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Of  all  the  public  men  I  have  ever  known.  Lord  Melbourne 
was  approached  with  the  greatest  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  He 
cannot  be  said  to  have  speedily  put  people  at  their  ease,  which 
indicates  to  a  certain  degree  a  protecting,  patronizing,  conde- 
scending tone.  From  the  first  instant  of  meeting,  all  who  came 
into  his  presence  ielt  themselves  on  a  footing  of  perfect  equality 
with  him.  The  impression  made  by  his  elegant  figure  and 
handsome  countenance  was  every  moment  confirmed  by  his  man- 
ners. He  seemed  to  have  no  reserves,  and  to  make  every  one 
his  confidant.  Yet  without  any  duplicity  or  deceit  he  was 
exceedingly  prudent,  and  to  those  only  whom  he  knew  that  he 
could  perfectly  trust  did  he  say  anything  that  he  wished  not  to 
be  repeated.  Then  he  had  singular  rectitude  of  judgment  and 
much  vigor  in  cases  of  emergency,  his  courage  always  rising 
with  the  danger.  Although  by  no  means  a  finished  rhetorician, 
he  spoke  very  impressively,  and,  when  properly  roused,  he 
could  make  Brougham  and  Lyndhurst  quail.  His  great  defect 
was  that  he  had  no  fixed  System  of  policy.  In  his  heart  he  was 
inclined  to  Conservatism.  He  was  negligent  in  superintending 
the  general  affairs  of  the  State,  leaving  everything  to  the  heads 
of  departments,  and  in  conducting  the  government  business  in 
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the  HotiHc  of  horilH  hu  rioiuotiiucu  nhowcd  thu  most  unaccountable 
upatliy,  quietly  Hubmitting  to  defeat  when  he  might  at  all  events 
have  made  a  glorious  resistance.  Imitating  the  gods  of  Epi- 
curus, he  was  contented  with  indolence  and  luxury,  and  cored 
little  about  the  active  exercise  of  power. 

How  diderent  in  all  respects  is  Lord  John !  His  thin,  diminu- 
tive figure  and  shrivelled  countenance  so  much  astonished  the 
l>c()ple  of  the  West  of  England  when  ho  went  among  them  after 
pulsing  the  Reform  Bill,  that  Sydney  Smith  was  obliged  to  say 
to  them, '  Oh,  if  you  had  but  seen  him  a  twelvemonth  ago  I  Now 
he  is  worn  down  to  a  threadpaper  by  working  in  the  cause  of  the 
l)C(>ple.*  What  is  worse,  his  manners  ore  cold,  and  he  not  only 
takes  no  pains  to  please,  but,  by  neglect  of  the  courtesy  which 
good  breeding  as  M'ell  as  policy  would  require,  he  sometimes  has 
nn  air  of  hauteur  &ixd  superciliousness  which,  although  quite  for- 
eign to  his  nature,  gives  cause  of  offence.  But  in  truth  he  is  a 
very  amiable  us  well  as  a  very  great  man.  His  benevolent  and 
intellectual  smile  indicates  the  high  qualities  of  which  he  is  pos- 
sessed. Not  only  is  he  most  exemplary  in  oil  the  relations  of 
domestic  life,  but  he  is  warm  and  steady  in  his  friendships,  and 
lie  not  only  breaks  no  promise,  but  disappoints  no  reasonable 
expectation  of  favor.  His  talents  are  of  a  high,  although  I  can- 
not say  of  the  highest,  order.  In  authorship  he  did  not  gain 
much  distinction.  His  prose  works,  though  neat  and  clear,  are 
wanting  in  energy:  'Don  Carlos,*  his  only  poetical  effort  of 
which  I  am  aware,  is  flat  and  frigid.  Serjeant  Talfourd  used 
to  suy  that  Lord  John  opposed  the  Bill  for  prolonging  the  period 
of  copyright  because  his  own  writings  had  olready  fallen  into 
oblivion.*  Nor  can  I  celebrate  him  as  a  first-rate  orator.  His 
information  is  copious,  his  reasoning  is  sound,  and  his  sentiments 
lire  noble,  but  he  is  wanting  in  rapidity  of  thought  and  of  utter- 
unce.  His  vehemence  does  not  rouse,  nor  con  he  excite  sympathy 
by  any  touch  of  tenderness.  I  would  much  sooner  I'ead  his 
speeches  than  hear  them.     Yet  he  is  listened  to  in  the  House  of 


•  Tho  best  specimen  of  his  composition  is  his  Preface  to  the  Letters  of  John 
J)uke  of  Bedford. 
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ComnionH  with  uniform  rcflpcct,  and  he  often  elicits  the  loiul 
chccra  of  his  party.  They  feel  that  there  is  no  one  nearly  so  well 
qualified  to  l)e  their  leader.  It  was  {Mirhaps  lucky  for  them  that 
Lord  Stonley  iMjcame  a  Tory,  for  he  wou!<l  iwrpetually  have  jjot 
them  into  diflicuttieH.  Lord  John  to  great  l)ol(ln(!8H  adds  <!on- 
flummato  disorctifm.*  The  effect  of  his  talentfl  is  oiduuice  1  by 
his  noblo  birth,  but  still  more  by  the  honesty  of  his  character 
and  the  uniform  consistency  of  his  nireer.  Lord  Grey's  aris- 
tocratic tendencies  had  led  him  to  combine  with  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  against  the  Lil)eral  Administration  of  Canning;  and 
Lord  Melbourne  w«is  a  sudden  convert  from  the  Conservatives. 
Lord  John  ha.s  ever  acted  as  a  sound  constitutional  Whig — 
attached  to  limitwl  monarchy  as  the  form  of  government  Wst 
calculated  for  rational  lil)erty,  and  never  forgetting  that  the  end 
of  all  government  is  the  gootl  of  the  people.  lie  has  hml  tlie 
felicity  to  bring  forward  in  the  House  of  Conuuons  the  great 
measures  which  have  rendered  the  system  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  in  this  country  as  nearly  approaching  to  ])erfection  as  is 
compatible  with  human  institutions — the  repeal  of  the  Test  Act, 
the  Reform  Bill,  the  Municipal  Corporations  Bill,  and  the  Bills 
respecting  marriage  and  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths 
which  have  left  the  Dissenters  without  the  shadow  of  a  grievance. 
He  has  always  risen  witii  the  occasion,  and  now  very  worthily 
fills  the  office  of  Prime  Minister.  His  deportment  to  the  Queen 
is  most  respectful,  but  he  always  rememl)ers  that  as  she  can  do 
no  wrong,  he  is  resiJonsible  for  all  the  measures  of  her  govern- 
ment. He  is  enough  at  Court  to  show  that  he  enjoys  the  con- 
stitutional confidence  of  the  Sovei*eign,  without  being  domiciled 
there  as  &  favorite.  He  is  indefatigable  in  business,  and  without 
any  vexatious  interference  is  aware  of  what  is  going  on  in  every 
department.  Although  acting,  as  he  ought,  upon  his  own  judg- 
ment with  respect  to  the  great  measures  of  his  Administration, 
he  is  always  ready  to  listen  to  his  colleagues,  and  to  give  due 


*September,  1860. — I  will  not  alter  this,  but  I  cannot  now  by  any  means 
concur  in  it.  He  has  since  1850  on  several  critical  occasions  acted  most  rashly 
and  indiscreetly. 


lnr4 


LIFE  OP  LORD  CAlHrBlSLIi, 


[1846, 


weight  to  thfir  8uggv«itionH.  Ah  far  iw  Ihvy  \\\\>  (M)ii(!(>nic><l,  hU 
luuiuioii*,  iiiHtciul  of  Ixiitig  rt>pii]Hiv(>,  arc  mtlier  winning.  U|K>n 
the  whole,  I  uni  highly  contented  to  Herve  tindor  r«U(h  a  chief. 

I  nui8t  next  take  in  hand  my  nolilc  and  h>arn<>d  tViend,  T^ml 
Cottenham.  He  w  a  numt  excellent  K(|iiity  judge,  hut  not  a 
gnnit  jurirtt,  being  not  at  all  taniiliar  with  the  Konian  Civil  I^iw, 
and  iK'ing  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  c«nIcm  ot'  all  foreign  nationn. 
Even  of  £({uity  he  knows  little  licfore  the  time  of  liord  Not- 
tingham, and  hin  Hkill  in  deciding  ciihcm  arisen  from  a  very  vig- 
orouH  underntanding,  unwearied  iiidtiHtry  in  professional  phnl- 
ding,  and  a  complete  mastery  over  all  the  existing  practice  and 
all  the  existing  doctrines  of  the  (^>urt  of  Chancery.  Ho  con- 
Hiders  the  eystem  which  he  has  to  administer  as  the  |>ei-feetion  of 
human  wisiloni.  Phlegmatic  in  everything  else,  here  he  hIiowh 
a  considerable  ilegrue  of  enthusiasm.  In  seeking  to  extend  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  he  r(>minds  me  of  Hikle- 
brand  and  the  other  Pojk's  who  sid)ject«Hl  Kiu'ope  to  the  tyranny 
of  the  See  of  Rome.  In  the  Cabinet  lie  is  silent  unless  st>me 
point  of  law  is  expressly  put  to  him.  NeverthelcHs  \w,  is  a  great 
credit  to  the  G(»vernment  from  the  satisfaction  he  gives  as  a 
magistrate,  and  he  is  personally  much  more  acceptable  to  the 
Minister  than  if  his  accomplishments  were  more  varied  and  his 
powers  were  more  brilliant.  * 

Next  in  mnk  is  our  Presi<lent  of  the  Council.  I^ord  Lans- 
downe  has  risen  (H)nsideml)ly  in  my  estimation  since  he  has  lR>en 
the  Government  leader  in  the  House  of  Lords.  I  used  to  con- 
sider him  only  a  maker  of  frothy  si>ntcnccs.  I  must  still  admit 
that  he  is  too  uuiforndy  magnilo<]uent,  and  that  he  never  ssiys 
anything  very  new  or  memorable;  but  he  «lisplays  considerable 
energy  as  well  as  discretion  in  managing  the  l*eci*s,  and  his  loss 
would  be  severely  felt  by  our  party.  He  continues  a  very  mod- 
crate  Whig,  as  when  he  wtts  induttcd  to  hold^  office  under  Can- 
ning and  Lord  Goderich,  but  he  is  not  at  all  obstinate  in  Council, 
and  he  very  sincerely  and  earnestly  tries  to  carry  through  meas- 
ures which  he  does  not  entirely  relish.  He  is  by  far  the  most 
experienced  among  us,  having  been  a  Cabinet  Minister  in  four 
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reigiiM — in  1806  under  (iinirge  III.,  in  1H27  utulcr  Oe  i'}g^  IV., 
ill  1830  uiidur  William  IV.,  niul  ogiiin  in  1811  under  Queen 
Vif^toria.  On  qucHtiouN  of  pruistMli'iit  und  vtiqiictte  lie  m  »ui)n>me. 
r  ought  likuwiHO  to  ninitinii  tlu;  criilit  lie  l)rin;rH  to  the  |>:ii'ty  by 
Itrvsidiiig  in  I^uimIowiu;  IIoum;.  INtlitinil  chanuttcra  of  all  liue» 
are  ix'culvcil  thvro,  ait  will  oh  litiiraiy  and  H<>ii>ntifl(!  inou  of  our 
country,  and  all  diMtinguiHli(>d  forcigiicrH ;  Imt  Mtill  it  is  a  Whig 
i>Htal>lii^hincnt,  and  I  have  hcanl  Toritvn  l>itt(!rly  lament  that  thoy 
had  nothing  to  countervail  it. 

Till!  chief  prop  of  our  AdminiHtration  I  take  to  bo  PalmurHton, 
the  Foreign  SeiTctary.  I  have  the  highcnt  opinion  of  bin  talents 
and  of  luH  nerviiivs.  Iiifltoad  of  lN>ing  warlike,  I  am  |)erHuaded 
that  continiitHl  peace  in  KuroiH;  w  very  imich  to  be  attributed  to 
him.  But  for  him  the  French  would  have  eommittcil  Honie 
insolent  outrage  which  would  have  i*ciidcre<l  HubmiA'^ion  and 
ac(!ommodation  impoHAiblc.  He  is  a  very  uw>ful  ineml)er  of  the 
Cabinet,  showing  great  promptitude  and  tact  as  often  us  he 
expres-ses  an  opinion.  In  the  Iloust'  of  CominoiiH  ho  is  a  pow- 
erful and  dcxtofous  debater.  But  he  labors  under  the  misfortun* 
of  having  belonged  to  various  Tory  administrations;  and 
altlionjifh  i*ince  1830  he  has  Ikh'u  an  unflinching  Lilx'ral,  ready  to 
;;•()  .-till  further  than  John  RushcII,  iloubtH  iirirte  as  to  liiH  princi- 
ples, and  if  ho  were  to  try  for  the  PivmierHliip  he  would  f^'  ^  u 
groat  olmtacle  in  the  suspicion  that  he  is  more  able  than  i     . !,'. 

T  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if  his  enemy,  Lord  0.  jy, 
were  yjt  to  turn  out  a  very  eminent  Htatesiimn,  and  to  add  new 
lustre  to  the  name  he  bears.  He  is  intrepid,  vigorous,  disinter-' 
ested,  and  nincere.  He  certainly  wuh  very  ill-temperiHl  and 
wrong-headed.  I  had  myself  several  unavoidable  quarrels  with 
him  in  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  was  Under  Secretary 
of  State  and  I  was  Attorney-General.  Since  July,  1846, 1  must 
say  that  he  has  conducted  himself  in  the  Cabinet  with  uniform 
moileration  and  courtesy.  He  has  occasionally  expressed  his  own 
opinion  with  vivacity,  but  without  giving  just  raiuse  of  offence,, 
and  without  offending  any  one. 

His  cousin  Sir  George,  the  Home  Secretary,  is  a  man  of  fine 


re 


lATT.  OP  I/)RD  OAMPHKIJ.. 


[1846. 


Intellect,  and  fVom  a  \yoy  has  l)oon  wcll-t(!m|M>n><l  aiid  uiiib<f(tini> 
ing.  I  know  him  well  when  h«  wuh  ut  tho  Hur,  aiwl  1  aii^iinil 
favorably  of  hU  progri'MM.  I  thought  he  tu'U.^\  very  iin|ini<l<>iitly 
in  renouncing  hiM  proft^HMJon  for  the  oilit!!!  of  ilu<lg«-  Arlv<Niit<', 
and  80  tliought  ho  iMstwMMi  1H41  ami  18 10,  wlieii  tin-  WIiI^'h 
wcro  in  a  ittute  of  lMUli^'lllU(>llt  Mtnc  Mpe  rftlvundi,  Diiiiii^  tliiM 
dreary  interval  \\\a  pnirtice  in  the  Court  of  C'liancery  nii;{lit  have 
brought  him  in  many  thouHiintiM  a  year.  At  preHcnt  I  MuppoHc 
he  iri  plea«(Hl  with  hiM  deHtiny,  Init  it  in  Htill  (louhtiul  whrtlicr  \w 
WOA  wiw)  in  preferring  politicH  to  law.  He  Ih  a  nioHt  n^i'iriiMo 
colleague  and  a  very  eilicimt  iii(<nilM>r  of  the  AdininiMtratioti.  I 
belicvo  he  d(M>H  the  husineHH  of  the  oilici!  very  Natisfa(;toi-ily,  uiid 
in  tlio  IIouHc  of  CommonM  he  im  not  only  a  lively  debater  but 
generally  lovwl  and  respe(!te«l. 

I  will  finiHh  olf  the  Grey  wotion  of  the  Cabinet  by  takiiiji; 
Charles  W(mk|,  our  Chancellor  of  the  Kxclie<|uer.  lie  in  nil 
excellent  fellow  and  I  have  a  great  regard  for  liiiii,  lie  has  coii- 
eidemble  atuiteneHH  and  grasp  of  intellec-t,  aii<l  is  pretty  well  versod 
in  his  own  mttthr  of  flnaiiee.  I  believe  that  he  Iuih  done  exciwl- 
ingly  well  ninee  he  came  into  his  present  olliee,  although  he  liim 
had  difficulties  of  uiiexai)iplL><l  iiiiigiiitude  to  deal  with.  lie 
fought  the  Irish  liiinine;  the  recent  and,  1  am  sorry  to  nay  still 
existing  monetary  crisis*  hfts  tried  him  more  severely,  lie  hiw 
gone  through  it  with  courage,  and  I  l>elieve  that  more  could  not 
have  been  done  to  alleviate  mercantile  distress.  His  bniwincvie 
of  manner,  which  we  do  not  at  all  mind  in  thn  Cabinet  has  unin- 
tentionally otfended  various  deputation»  who  had  waited  upon 
him,  but.  I  know  no  one  of  our  party  who  could  fill  the  ottice 
better, 

Of  Lord  Auckland,  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  I  am 
disposed  to  say  everything  that  is  kind,  for  there  hardly  ever  was 
a  man  so  earnestly  and  <levote<lly  anxious  to  do  his  duty.  He 
toils  day  and  night  throughout  the  year,  he  has  an  excellent 
head  for  business,  and  I  l)elieve  that  his  department  is  cxc^'cd- 
ingly  well  conducted,  but  if  I  were  forming  an  administration. 


*  October  28. 1847. 


1846.] 


MRMDRRS  or  THE  NEIT  CAniNIT. 


277 


I  •m  aiVaid  T  Nhoiild  not  nnmc  him  for  a  high  |K)I(tioal  offloc. 
Although,  liko  hU  father,  ho  would  havu  donv  well  for  (liplomaoy, 
ho  iM  of  no  MM)  in  Parliiunt'nt,  iiml  not  only  cunnot  ho  tiiko  a  part 
in  genrmi  (U'luito,  hut  h(!  cunnot  on  any  proviKiition  put  two  aun- 
ton(;«'M  (l(>c<>ntly  together  when  «|UeMtionc<l  n!H|M>(!ting  h'w  own 
ofllriiil  eonduet.  I  niurit  add  that  I  ninnot  forget  the  diwiitorH 
of  Afghaniritan.  }\'\h  inviiMion  of  that  country  wiw  ehairly  im|)ol- 
itic,  and  the  arniieH  which  |M>riNhetl  there  might  hnvo  Uvn  mivcd 
hy  the  forenwt  of  u  Oov<'rnor-(ienerul.  I  am  n(»t  Hure  whether 
I  would  not  H(N>ner  employ  EllenlM)r«)ugh.  Fn  the  hour  of  danger, 
if  the  plaiiH  of  th(!  latter  were  not  the  wiser  onef«,  he  would  initpire 
more  npirit  into  thowe  employed  to  carry  them  into  effect. 

WhutHhall  [  Miy  of  the  meek  LalK)Uchere?  Mow  pleoMod  he 
muHt  lie  again  to  And  hiniNelf  safely  moored  in  \m  old  berth  of 
the  Board  of  Trade.  lie  wan  found  Hingularly  unfit  to  enter  into 
a  (ront(!Ht  with  Irish  ReiMndern,  Irish  priests,  und  Irishmen  of  all 
descriptions,  who  were  sure  to  bully  and  deceive  him.  Hin 
appointment  as  Chief  Secretary  in  Ireland  woh  the  leoHt  felicitous 
which  Lord  .John  made.  But  he  will  now  do  very  well.  He  is 
familiarly  ac(piainted  with  commerciul  affairs,  he  is  a  very  pretty 
speaker,  and  he  is  sutih  a  |)erfect  gentleman  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons  he  is  heard  with  peculiar  favor. 

I  jun  sorry  that  Lonl  Mor|)eth,  our  First  Commissioner  of 
Woo<ls  and  Forests,  one  of  the  most  amiable  and  excellent  of  men, 
has  rather  gone  down  in  the  world  lately.  He  hod  a  brilliant 
reputation  ut  the  conclusion  of  I^ord  Mellxnirne's  Government, 
and  I  remember  the  Duke  of  Sussex  prophesying  to  me  thai 
Morpeth  would  one  day  be  Prime  Minister.  loosing  his  election 
for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  in  1841,  he  was  too  long  out 
of  Parliament.  His  travels  in  the  United  States  of  America 
rather  cooled  his  zeal  in  the  popular  cause.  But  he  has  been 
most  damaged  by  his  sanitary  measures,  which  he  brought  for- 
ward with  pomp,  and  was  obliged  with  disgrace  to  abandon.  He 
may  rally  again,  but  I  would  not  give  much  for  his  chance  of 
the  Premiership. 

I  pass  over  Loixl  Minto,  Lord  Privy  Seal;  Sir  John  Hobhouse, 
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Ilcttd  of  the  IiuHu  lUwrd ;  Ix)rtl  Claiiriuutlv,  I\MttiiNiitor-Gpii- 
•ml,  tod  lioniff  to  Miuiiuluy,  our  PuymiwtifMJviii'rnl.  II«  will 
havti  •  fur  gniiUT  iimiim'  with  |Mi(i(i>rity  ihuii  any  o(lu>r  |>iil)liii 
iiton  of  the  prcM'iit  gi>ii«mtioii.  I  cannot  m\y  that  hi*  iliNplayH 
niuuh  toi^t  in  thtliutf,  ami  hu  coulii  not  well  niunn^i>  MU<h  »  noiny 
|Ni|»ular  MMM'inhy  lut  th<*  IIoiims  of  (!onimonM.  Ni*V(>rth<tl(>M4  li«*  \n 
an  infinitt'ly  nioru  ut(rii'iil>l(>  N|H>tik('r  to  liMtt^n  to  than  liord  John 
KuNMC'll  or  Hir  RolH>rt  I'h>I,  and,  wIhii  nothin)(  In  ri*nH>nilH>rc(l  of 
tht>ni  oxct'pt  that  th«*y  wi'rt>  <>ngag«il  in  |Ntrty  M|ual)l)l«>H,  every- 
thing that  they  ever  wrote  or  Haiti  lN>ing  forgotten,  Ihm  '  F^tyM* 
anil  hiN  '  littyH*  will  cttntinne  to  Im!  read  and  adniire<i.  If  hirt 
forth(H)nung  '  IliMtory  (»f  Kngland  '  HhonM  annwer  |>nl)lie  ex|HM*- 
uttion,  it  will  ruiM>  him  ntill  higher  aUtve  vulgar  i>olitioianH, 
although  they  may  have  governed  enipireit.  lie  likewitHt  in  now 
out  of  Parliament,  my  old  Kdinlmrgh  <-onMtituentrt  having  eter- 
nally diHgraeiHl  theniMelvcH  l>y  rejecting  him  on  the  plea  that  hu 
'»  nut  civil  to  them.  Toui'm  mannorM  I  (iinnot  defend.  To  hitii 
it  Im  a  matter  of  utter  inditl'eixMUH!  who  the  company  may  be — 
ladicH,  biHlioiw,  lawyerH,  otlicerH  (»f  the  army,  prinecN  of  the  hluiNl,  ur 
diHtinguiHheil  fonngneix,  whom  thu  gucHtH  arc  invited  to  meet — 
off  he  gocH  at  iw»n>  with  hardly  a  gleam  of  Hilenc«>,  without  any 
adaptation  to  hiH  auditory  of  the  topi<>8  he  diricuHMett,  and  without 
any  remoriM)  or  any  eotiMcioUHnc>t4H  of  IiIh  having  acteil  at  all 
improperly  when  they  have  left  him  in  diHgunt.  Hut  hui^Ii  defuctit 
are  a  very  iNH)r  palliation  of  the  miwonduct  of  the  citixeurt  of 
Kdinlmrgh  (calling  themnclveM  'AtheniauH')  for  rejcttting  a  man 
who  conferrinl  hucIi  high  honor  uiMin  tht^m  by  Iteing  their  repre- 
Hcntattvc.  I  ho{K>  mottt  earneHtly  for  the  wiko  of  our  party 
that  Macauluy  will  Ix;  f4|H;(.>dily  rcHtorcd  to  the  Mouhc  of  Com- 
mons, 08  hu  is  a  great  ertnlit  to  us,  and  in  a  weighty  debate  a  not 
i4|)€cch  from  him,  if  it  d(K>H  Huiell  too  much  of  the  lanip,  ih  of 
eHMcntial  service.  For  his  own  Huke  I  doubt  whether  it  vniild 
not  be  better  that  ho  should  retire  fro.n  politics  and  devote  hini- 
self  to  literature.  He  will  never  be  celebrated  as  a  practical 
statesman,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  likely  to  advance  mudi 
higher  his  reputation  us  an  orator,  while  his  political  occupations 
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ti<i(  only  wMtA  HIh  (iiitt*  hut  divert  hia  thout(litii  fVnin  higher 

objwt*.* 

I  hav«  now  only  \t»>rt\  < 'Inn'ndon,  nItliouKh  lout  not  looMt— 
'ndMNl  th«  flttiwt  ninn  of  our  |Nirty,  aOcr  John  KummoII,  to  Iw 
Prime  Minlp*t(<r,  mwi  not  unllkitly  to  Ih*  h'lN  Hu<<<<<>fw«ir.  Ilu  had 
the  unit|N>iikiihl»  udvnntii)((t  *t(  Mny^,  till  li«  MUdtiilml  to  the 
imrldom,  plain  (}<>orK«>  Villicn*,  and  huvini;  to  tlt^lit  hiit  wiiy  in 
tho  world.  !((•  wiim  i>x(i>4>«linKly  well  plniwHJ  r«i  uctM'pt  lli<>  oHItw 
of  (?omniiMNion<>r  oC  Kx<*Im>  in  Frclnnd,  tliv  i>ountry  whirh  hn  in 
now  ^ivoniin^  with  hucIi  luMtn>  tin  Vicvniy.  I  hiving  lN'<»n  traniH 
fornHl  to  S|Hiin  iim  our  AinlNU«Miidor,  li(>  )^v«>  i>iirni>Mt  of  tliotw  tal- 
cntM  (or  puhlic  lift*  which  will  pltut*  him  in  (ho  HrNt  runk  of 
En);lish  (loliticiunH.  HIh  tnunnorK  iti'i>  |K>i'ti>(>(,  U'ln^  Himpl«, 
di^niHctl  iind  i'n)(UKiii|{.  lie  Uiim  ({n>ii(  iu<u(t>n(>HM and  («>nipr«hi'n- 
Hivi'nt*XH  oC  vi<>w  and  hi!  Ih  intiniit(«>ly  iU!(|uain((Hl  with  iNtlititiil 
M'iiMKi'.  NrviT  having  liven  a  niiiinlivr  of  thu  Houhu  of  Cum- 
niouM,  lu>  iH  not  a  Inild  and  riiidy  di>lMitt>r ;  hut  ho  H|M>akH  in  a 
)(i>n(l(>nuinlikt>,  M'liolarliki!  and  Hta(('Mnuinlik<>Htmin,  and  whon  he 
iM  rouw><l  h(>  in  cliMincnt.  At  the  (onna(i(»n  of  thu  pri'm'nt  Gov- 
ernment he  waH  |»liu'«il  in  a  \ttmt  which  he  did  not  like,  at  the 
head  of  tin;  Hoard  of  Trade,  and  he  did  not  take  kindly  to  rail- 
wayH  and  tariilH.  For  a  time  he  rcliHhe<l  hiH  prencnt  nituation  oa 
liord  liieutenant  Htill  lew*,  and  he  only  accepted  it  from  a  HcuHe 
of  what  every  <'itizcn  owch  to  (he  Sta(e.     He  in  now  rwonciled 

* 

to  it.     In  the  midnt  of  tliHiculticH  and  dangcra  he  w  iK>rforming 

* StjUrmhtrirt,  tSft7.—  \  think  the  result  rliowN  that  I  had  takun  ajunt  eiti- 
mate  of  tlie  chnructur  ul'  Mikciiiilay.  It  wuh  a  lucky  thing  for  him  that  hu  luit 
hiM  »oat  in  PnrlianiKiit  and  wan  ohligixl  to  rcmi^n  hJH  offico.  By  duvoting  hira- 
«elf  in  rotirrmnnt  to  liii*  {(intory,  hu  haH  acquirod  a  grcatur  name  than  if  he 
had  been  a  NiircoKHfiil  Prime  Minixtnr.  But  I  highly  approve  of  hi*  acco,>t- 
anoe  of  a  peerage,  for  ihin  will  not  int(>rfore  with  hi*  literary  purtuitit;  and 
by  occaHional  xpnocheit  in  thu  Hou.iit  of  Lor<lH,  when  im^lined  to  comu  forward 
again  aH  an  orntor,  ho  may  add  to  Iiim  fame,  and  bo  of  aervico  to  hi^  country. 

Sfptfmhfr,  tSGO — Alan!  without  bin  having  once  dpoken  in  tho  lIouHe  of 
Lordit,  in  Deoomber  hint  I  wan  a  pall-hoarer  in  bin  funeral  proceRiion  to  Poeta' 
Corner.  He  once  came  down  fully  prepared  to  make  a  great  speech  on  Edu- 
cation in  India  in  opposition  to  Lord  Ellonborough,  who,  afraid  of  him,  with- 
drew the  motion  and  never  renewed  it. 
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its  duties  most  odmi.-ably,  and  ho  will  save  Ireland  if  Ireland 
can  be  saved. 

I  niu8t  now  come  back  to  our  Cabinet  deliberations  in  July, 
184G,  at  the  furnmtion  of  the  Government.  The  first  question 
was  wiietlior  we  should  agree  to  Ixird  Powis's  Bill  al>out  the 
bishoprics  of  Bangor  and  St.  Asaph.  .  .  .  The  determination 
was  mildly  to  op{M)sc  the  Bill,  though  wo  should  he  l)eatcn  in 
the  Lords,  and  not  to  let  it  pass  the  Commons,  but  to  intiniato 
jirivately  that  some  satisfa(!tory  arrangement  to  preserve  both 
bisho])ri(!s  would  be  made  l)cfoi'e  another  session  of  Parliament. 
This  was  wise  policy,  for  we  have  had  the  bishops  with  us,  and 
nothing  has  been  done  to  please  them  of  which  the  Dissenters 
can  have  the  slightest  cause  to  complain. 

Next  came  the  consideration  of  an  admirable  measure  (almost 
as  imjfortant  as  the  abolition  of  the  Corn  I^aws),  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  sugar  at  a  reduced  duty,  without  attempting  to 
keep  up  the  delusive  distinction  between  sla^"  -i  -own  and  free- 
grown.  It  was  said  that  we  were  to  be  ejected  upon  this,  and 
many  of  our  friends  out  of  dooi-s  advised  that' it  should  be  post- 
ponctl  for  another  year,  when  the  Government  might  be  expected ' 
to  l)e  stronger.  Peel,  in  his  farcAvell  speech,  by  some  ambiguous 
words  had  reserved  to  himself  the  j)ower  of  opposing  such  a 
modification  of  the  sugsir  duties,  and  it  was  said  he  would  now 
league  with  the  Protectionists  to  defeat  it.  However,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  were  unanimous  for  immediately  bringing  it 
forward,  as,  if  we  could  not  encounter  such  a  peril,  the  sooner 
we  met  our  end  the  better.  Peel  behaved  handsomely,  and  we 
had  a  large  majority  also  in  the  House  of  Peers,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violent  opposition  of  Lord  Brougham,  Lord  Dcnman 
and  the  Bishop  of  Oxford. 

The  only  other  important  point  then  decided  was  whether . 
Parliament,  which  had  sat,  only  five  years,  should  be  immali- 
ately  dissolved,  or  should  be  allowed  to  sit  another  session. 
Some  were  of  opinion  that,  as  we  really  were  in  a  minority  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  through 
another  session  without  a  dissolution,  and  that  we  should  forth- 
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with take  the  clmncc  of  gaining  a  majority,  the  Government 
iK'ing  ut  present  more  popuhir  than  it  was  likely  to  Ikj  a  twelve- 
month hence.  I^ord  John  alluded  to  a  sentiment  of  Peel's  iu 
his  late  valedictory  harangue,  'that  it  was  highly  improper  to 
dissolve  Parliament  with  a  view  to  strengthen  a  party*  (which, 
by  the  bye,  Peel  himself  did  in  the  winter  1834-5),  adding  that 
the  Queen  had  applauded  this  sentiment,  and  that,  although  she 
might  probably  be  induced  to  agree  to  a  dissolution  if  prtissed, 
it  would  be  better  to  go  on  with  the  present  Parliament,  there 
iK'ing  no  wrtainty  that  we  should  by  instantly  dissolving  gain  a 
majority.  The  dissolution  was  therefore  wisely  negatived, 
although  we  were  not  insensible  of  the  ineonvenlenees  neces- 
sarily to  be  experienced  in  a  session  which  must  be  the  last  of  a 
Parliament. 

I  had  the  honor  to  act  as  one  of  the  five  Lords  Commissioners 
representinj^  her  Majesty  to  prorogue  the  two  Houses^  and  to 
express  her  Majesty's  satisfaction  in  giving  the  Royal  lussent  to 
the  Bills  for  facilitating  the  importation  of  corn  and  mif/ar. 
We  had  then  leave  of  absence  till  the  20th  of  Octol)er,  whetk 
the  Cabinet  was  to  reassemble. 

I  followed  my  family  to  Hnrtrigge,  in  Roxburghshire,  an 
estate  which  I  had  lately  purchased,  and  whicn,  with  God'» 
blessing,  I  hope  my  descendants  may  long  possess.  It  is  situate 
in  a  beautiful  country,  near  the  junction  of  the  Jed  with  the 
Teviot;  it  is  finely  timbered,  and  it  has  in  it  several  most 
romantic  glens.  The  architecture  of  the  house  I  cannot  (com- 
mend, but  from  its  windows  you  see  the  venerable  ruins  of  the 
ancient  abbey  of  Jedburgh,  a  great  expanse  of  orcihards  and 
cornfields,  and  the  range  of  lofty  hills  running  into  Liddcsdale 
which  form  the  boundary  between  England  and  Scotland.  By 
walking  to  an  eminence  on  the  estate  not  two  miles  off,  I  can 
see  the  Eildon  Hills  and  the  Lammermuirs  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  range  of  the  Cheviots  on  the  other,  with  the  whole  course 
of  the  Teviot  till  it  falls  into  the  Tweed  at  Kelso. 

The  house,  garden,  and  pleasure  grounds  were  in  a  sad  state 
of  neglect,  the  former  laird  having  been  in  embarrassed  circum- 
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stanccM,  und  Imving  let  tliem  to  a  succession  of  bud  tenants.  I 
began  with  some  /eal  to  repair  and  improve.  I  am  a  decided 
lover  of  London  life,  admiring  the  saying  of  the  old  Duke  of 
Queensbcrry,  who  still  sticking  to  his  house  in  Piccadilly  iu  the 
month  of  September,  and  being  askeil  whether  the  town  was  not 
now  rather  empty,  replictl,  'Yes,  but  the  country  is  much 
emptier.'  Nevertheless  I  am  by  no  means  insensible  to  the 
beauties  oi'  nature,  and  although  I  could  not  write  a  treatise  Dc 
UtUiUile  Steroorandi,  and  most  of  the  rural  occupations  enumer- 
ated by  Cicero  in  his  De  Senedute  aie  much  above  me,  I  have 
great  delight  in  gai-dening.  I  have  even  a  little  farm  in  my 
own  hands,  und  my  heart  swells  within  me  when  my  turnips  are 
prai.st'd  as  the  most  luxuriuut,  und  my  utookit  nre  declured  to  Ixj 
the  most  crowded  to  be  seen  in  Teviotdule. 

My  great  pleasure  from  the  place  ho\\'ever  is  in  observing  how 
it  i)li'asos  my  wife  and  children.  They  were  delighted  with  it 
at  first  sight,  and  they  have  constuntly  becouie  more  und  more 
attttched  to  it.  What  a  spcctudc  for  me  when  the  little  girls 
cunteretl  in  the  jKirk  on  their  ponies,  or  scrambled  like  goats 
along  the  steep  bunks  of  the  Tower  Burn !  Then  I  had  such 
walks  with  my  Ludy,  and  such  rides  with  my  two  eldest 
daughters.  Fred  is  not  yet  inoculuted  with  the  love  of  rural 
sports  J  but  Hally  and  Dudley  think  that  shooting  and  fishing 
are  the  only  objects  worth  living  for.  I  had  likewise  the  satis- 
faction of  receiving  under  my  roof  my  brother  and  my  sistcre, 
who  were  proud  in  seeing  me  become  u  Scotch  luird,  and  rejoicetl 
to  view  the  spot  where  they  hope  that  the  Lords  Stratheden  and 
Campbell  may  long  be  settled.  I  myself  took  particular  interest 
in  examining  the  cemetery  in  the  ancient  ubbey  of  Jedburgh 
where  our  mortal  remains  are  to  repose.* 

I  \\;(s  siniiinoned  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  on  the 
20th  of  October,  and  I  went  to  London,  leaving  my  wife  and 
children   behind  me  at  Hartrigge.     The  defective  harvest  in 


"■  Seplemher  27, 1857. — I  have  now  rebuilt  and  refurnished  the  house  and 
reformed  the  pleasure-grounds  at  an  expense  of  near  £10,000 ;  but  the  money 
is  well  spent,  as  it  has  been  the  cause  of  so  much  amusement  and  pleasure  to 
the  family. 
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England,  and  tho  fuiluro  of  tliu  potato  crcp  in  Ireland,  Imd 
iwwed  great  alarm,  Imt  !im  y«'t  tho  full  amount  of  impending 
oalamitv  was  hv  no  means  asi'ertained  or  dr('adc<l. 

Lord  .fohn  Iliisscll  has  Ihhmi  severely  hiamed  for  not  having 
immediately  made  an  Order  in  Council  to  oi)on  the  ports  for  the 
intrmluetion  of  corn  <hit,i/  free.  Me  actually  proposed  thin 
measure,  but  was  overruled,  his  colleagues  being  almost  unani- 
mously against  him.  In  o!ir  then  .state  of  knowledge,  T  still 
think  we  were  right  not  to  tamper  with  the  law  an  it  had  been 
recently  settled,  particularly  as  an  Order  in  Council  of  this 
nature  wouhl  have  induced  a  necessity  for  the  immediate  meeting 
of  Parliament,  whi<'h,  on  account  of  tlu^  state  of  Ireland,  was 
universally  deprecated.  The  course  we  adopted  was  applauded, 
till  the  accounts  of  Irish  destitution  became  daily  more  appalling. 

We  employed  ourselves  in  considering  the  Bills  which  were  to 
be  brought  forward  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  comsnit- 
tees  of  the  Cabinet  were  appointed  to  prepare  them.  Cabinet 
dinners  were  given  once  a  week,  and  we  were  still  in  good  spirits, 
hoping  that  the  scarcity  of  this  winter  would  not  be  more  severe 
than  that  of  the  preceding. 

My  second  series  of  the  *  Lives  of  the  Chancellors '  was  now 
published,  '  fi'om  the  Revolution  in  1688  till  the  death  of  liord 
Thurlow.'  Its  success  was  not  at  all  inferior  to  that  of  the  first. 
I  printed  3000  copies,  and  2050  were  sold  the  first  day.  To 
lessen  my  vanity  I  was  told  at  the  same  time  3000  copies  were 
sold  of  a  new  cookery  book,  and  5000  of  a  new  knitting  book. 
These,  however,  cost  only  half-a-crown,  while  my  two  volumes 
cost  thirty  shillings. 

After  bringing  out  a  second  edition  of  my  first  series,  I  had 
worked  very  hard  at  the  second,  and  had  been  furnished  with 
most  valuable  new  materials,  particularly  for  Lord  Cowper, 
Lord  Camden,  Charles  Yorke,  and  Lord  Thurlow.  I  took  most 
pains  with  Lord  Soraers,  but  my  life  of  Thurlow  was  the  most 
popular,  and  it  was  pronounced  to  be  as  good  reading  as  Boswell's 
*  Life  of  Johnson.'  Higher  praise  could  not  be  bestowed.  I  was 
most  pleased  with  the  praise  bestowed  upon  this  series,  in  all 
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companies,  by  Lord  Melbourne,  which  wtut  too  wurra  for  mo  to 
re{)cat. 

At  Christmas  I  went  down  to  S(!otlan(l  and,  crossing  the 
Cheviot?*,  wiw  nearly  hwt  in  a  snow-storm.  After  spending  a 
fortniglit  most  ujrrccably  at  Ilartrigge,  I  brought  my  family  to 
London.  At  York  I  had  the  honor  to  be  presented  to  Hudson, 
the  Railway  King.  There  is  nothing  so  disgiaceful  to  tho 
present  age  as  the  manner  in  wh'wh  this  vulgar  dog  is  flattered 
by  all  ranks.  His  elevation  has  greatly  contributed  to  the 
gambling  mania  from  which  we  are  now  suffering,  and  nothing 
would  so  much  tend  to  ret!oncile  men  to  the  sober  pursuits  of 
industry  as  if  he  were  to  appear  in  the  *  Gazette'  as  a  bankrupt.* 

The  session  of  1847  for  me  was  very  dull,  and  I  often  wished 
that  I  were  again  on  the  Opposition  side,  sparring  with  'my 
noble  and  learned  friend '  Lord  Brougham. 


LETTER  TO  SIR  QEOROE  CAMPBELL. 

Stiatheden  House,  Saturday,  February  6, 1847. 

My  DEAR  Brother: —  ...  J  now  lead  a  quiet  and  a 
rather  dull  life.  My  chief  business  is  to  act  as  a  Lord  Com- 
missioner in  giving  the  Royal  assent  to  Bills  and  making  three 
bows  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  when  he  enters 
and  withdraws. 

On  Thursday,  indeed,  I  went  to  Windsor  and  shook  hands 
with   Prince  Albert,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  their  Royal 


*  September  30, 1S49. — When  thiH  was  written  his  Majesty  the  Railway  King 
waa  in  the  zenith  of  hia  power  and  splendor,  and  was  really  a  man  of  more 
note  and  consequence  than  any  duke  in  England,  except  the  Puke  of  Wel- 
lington. I  travelled  in  the  same  carriage  with  him  from  York  to  London,  and 
found  his  head  quite  turned  by  the  flattery  administered  to  him.  Amongst 
other  things  he  said  to  me :  '  The  old  nobility,  Sir,  are  all  paupers.  What  a 
Bad  state  my  neighbors  at  Castle  Howard  are  in.  I  am  going  to-morrow  to 
Clumber,  where  a  large  party  of  nobles  is  invited  to  meet  me,  but  I  could  buy 
them  all.'  My  wish  is  now  realized.  The  Railway  King  is  dethroned  like 
Louis  Phillippe  and  other  crowned  heads,  and  he  is  more  to  be  pitied  than 
any  of  them.  I  blame  chiefly  those  who  worshipped  him,  and  now  spit  upon 
their  idol. 
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HighncsseH  the  PrincesA  Roynl  and  the  Princoss  Alice.  By  the 
byo,  there  waa  rather  an  aniuuing  scene  in  the  Queen's  closet. 
I  hud  an  audience  thut  her  Majesty  might  prick  a  sheritf  for  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  which  she  did  in  proper  style  with  the 
bodkin  I  put  into  her  hand.  I  then  took  her  pleasure  about 
some  Duchy  livings  and  withdrew — forgetting  to  make  her  sign 
the  parchment  roll.  I  obtained  a  second  audience  and  explained 
the  mistake.  While  she  was  signing.  Prince  Albert  said  to  me: 
*Pray,  my  Lord,  when  did  this  ceremony  of  pricking  begin?' 
Campbell. — '  In  ancient  times,  Sir,  when  sovereigns  did  not  know 
how  to  write  their  names.  Queen  (as  she  returned  me  the  roll 
with  her  signature). — *  But  we  now  show  that  we  have  been  to 
school.' 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

I  hod  now  to  parry  an  attack  made  by  Lord  Stanley  respecting 
the  new  Council  for  the  Durhy  of  Lancaster.  With  a  view  to 
the  better  management  of  the  revenues  of  the  Duchy,  John 
Russell  had,  rather  indiscreetly,  agreed  to  a  proposal,  tliat  some 
new  Councillors  should  be  appointed,  without  any  view  to  party, 
who  should  continue  permanently  to  serve.  There  was  no  con- 
stitutional objection,  and  I  agreed.  Accordingly  Lord  Lincoln, 
Lord  Hardwicke,  Lord  Spencer,  Lord  Portman,  and  Sir  James 
Graham  were  sworn  in.  I  made  out  a  tolerably  good  case, 
rather  treating  the  matter  with  levity.  Brougham  of  course 
supported  Stanley,  but  the  discussion  went  off  very  well  for  me. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

House  of  Lords  March  2, 1847. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  The  Duchy  of  Lancaster  affair 
went  off  on  Friday  evening  with  good  humor.  When  it  was 
over,  I  stepped  across  the  House  and  invited  Stanley  to  dine 
with  me  on  the  13th,  to  meet  the  Councillors,  new  and  old — and 
he  readily  agreed.    The  party  will  be  a  very  miscellaneous  and 

whimsical  one.    Brougham,  Lyndhurst,  and  John  Russell  are 


K8« 


L1FJ-:  OF  LORD  CAMPBELI., 


[1817. 


to  OMbt.  So  we  Hhall  have  all  the  ptirties  in  the  State  repre- 
sented— Lord  Lincoln  and  Sir  James  Graham  having  the  PeelitcA 
for  their  constituents. 

Stratheden  HouHe,  Tuuaday  night,  March  9. 

,  .  .  This  day  I  have  been  to  Osborne  attending  a  Council. 
Had  it  not  been  so  bitterly  cold  I  should  have  enjoyed  it.  I 
had  a  private  audience  of  her  Majesty,  and  when  my  business 
was  over  she  said,  *  How  you  were  attacked  in  the  House  of 
Lords  the  other  night.  Lord  Campbell — most  abominably.'  I 
gave  a  courtierlike  answer,  without  telling  her  Majesty  of  the 
dinner  I  am  to  give  on  Saturday  to  Lonl  Stanley  and  I^ord 
Brougham,  for  she  was  excessively  angry  with  them ;  and  she 
would  not  understand  the  levity  with  which  such  matters  are 
treated  among  politicians  of  opposite  parties. 


Stratheden  Houve,  March  14,  1847. 

...  I  would  willingly  give  you  an  account  of  my  Duchy 
dinner ;  but,  though  it  went  off  well,  it  was  too  noisy  and  riot- 
ous to  allow  much  to  be  said  of  the  intellectual  part  of  it. 
Besides  myself  and  Lord  Stanley  there  were  present — Lord 
John  Russell,  Prime  Minister;  Lord  Lyndhurst  and  Lord 
Brougham,  ex-Chancellors  of  Great  Britain ;  Earl  of  Lincoln, 
Earl  of  Hardwicke,  and  Sir  James  Graham,  Councillors  of  the 
Duchy ;  Mr.  Twiss,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  Duchy ;  General 
Fox,  Receiver-General  of  the  Duchy ;  Mr.  Lockhart,  Auditor 
of  the  Duchy ;  Mr.  Danvers,  Clerk  of  the  Council ;  Earl  Gran- 
ville, Lessee  of  the  Duchy ;  and  Earl  of  Clarendon,  ex-Chan- 
oellor  of  the  Duchy. 

I  doubt  whether  I  can  recollect  any  of  the  conversation. 
Brougham  and  Lyndhurst  came  together,  and  were  the  first. 
They  were  very  hot  upon  a  controversy  I  have  got  into  with 
Lord  Grey,  on  the  question  whether  his  father  joined  the  Tories 
in  opposing  Canning  in  1827,  and  they  strongly  supported  me. 
There  was  no  awkwardness  even  before  dinner,  although  several 
of  those  present,  having  been  associated,  had  been  dissociated 
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{)retty  oonHulcrubly.  Brou};luun  bhouU  huiuU  with  tht>  Proinifr^ 
utul  vaUiid  him  'John.'  Stanloy  wiid  to  Kir  Jtiincs  Gruhuin^ 
'Graham,  how  arc  you?'  Wo  kept  up  the  old  fu«lii»ni,  and  all 
dranlc  winu  with  each  (>th<>r.  Lord  Lincohi,  as  a  duUc's  cldust 
Hon,  was  on  my  right  liaiul,  ]]rougham  on  my  left,  and  we  kept 
up  go(Hl-humored  badinage  (hiring  the  evening.  I  iivat  attat^ked 
Brougham  about  his  ^ehame'  in  hin  forest  at  Cannes,  ol'  which 
th(Te  had  been  an  aecount  in  the  'Times'  as  well  as  in  Punch.* 
He  related  a  supposed  speech  of  Sir  Charles  Wetherell,  com- 
plaining that  death  is  now  attended  with  u  fresh  terror  from 
CamplH?ll  writing  the  life  of  the  deceased  as  soon  as  the  breath 
was  out  of  his  body.  We  then  considered  what  liis  biographer 
would  say  of  him.  lie  declared  that  he  had  much  improval  in 
oratory  since  he  came  into  the  House  of  Lords.  Lyndhurd. — 
'Then  you  don't  agree  in  the  general  opinion  that  Henry 
Brougham  wius  a  greater  man  than  liord  Brougham.'  Broug- 
liuta. — 'Most  decidedly  not.'  Campbell. — *I  am  afraid  this  is 
like  Milton,  preferring  'Paradise  Regained*  to  'Paradise  liost* 
.  •  .  Lord  Hardwicke  said  he  was  sending  a  portrait  of  his 
ancestor  to  Lincoln's  Inn.  Campbell. — 'And  I  hope  another  to 
Htrathedcn  House,  for  I  wish  it  to  be  known  that  I  expect  por- 
traits of  all  the  Chancellors  whose  lives  I  have  written  from 
their  representatives — and  there  you  behold  Fortescue  and  Not- 
tingham.' I  called  upon  Hardwicke  to  explain  to  Stanley  the 
functions  of  his  new  office,  but  he  could  only  say :  '  In  certior 
muUd  sum  quam  dudum.'  I  gave  the  health  of  the  'Duchess  of 
Lancaster' — but  you  must  have  enough  of  it,  as  nothing  very 
piquant  was  said.  We  sat  at  table  till  near  eleven.  ...  As 
Lyndhurst  was  getting  into  his  carriage  he  was  overheard  to  say 
to  Lord  Brougham, '  I  wish  we  had  such  a  council  as  this  once 
a  month.' 


House  of  Lords,  March  22, 1847. 

.  .  .  You  will  see  by  the  'Court  Circular'  that  Mary  and 
Loo  and  I  dined  at  the  Palace  on  Saturday.  The  invitation 
only  came  on  Friday,  and  we  were  engaged  to  dine  with  sir  John 
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IIoMkiumo.  Tliero  ix  not  much  to  toll  to  grutify  your  curiosity, 
On  our  m'l'ivtil,  a  littlu  Mom  eight,  wo  wcro  Nhown  into  the 
|)i«fluri>  giillcry,  where  the  oonipuny  uHHemhlctl.  Kowck,  who 
U('lo«l  iM  iMiu^tur  of  the  CerenionioM,  nrrnngiHl  whut  gentlonmn 
MJKMild  tiiki)  wlitit  liuly.  lie  Niid, 'Dinner  iM  ordered  to  Iw  on 
tho  tahle  at  ton  niinut(>M  ptiHt  eight;  hut  I  Ixityou  the  (^uecn  will 
not  Iw  here  till  twenty  or  twenty-live  niinutoM  after.  8he  iilwayH 
thinks  hIio  cun  droHM  in  ten  niinutoH,  hut  hIio  takes  ulumt  douhle 
the  lime.'  True  enougli,  it  wiw  nearly  twonty-f'ive  niinuteti  after 
ci^ht  hefore  she  a|)|)eare<l.  She  Bh(K)k  hunds  \\i(h  the  lodioi, 
howed  to  the  gentlemen,  and  pro<!ecded  to  the  Hallfi  d,  vuinger, 
I  had  to  take  in  Lady  Kmily  dc  Burgh,  and  was  thinl  on  her 
^Majesty's  right — Priiure  Edward  of  Saxe-Weimar  and  my  part- 
ner l)oing  between  us. 

The  gieatest  delicaey  we  had  was  some  very  nice  out-cako. 
There  was  a  Highland  piper  standing  iK'hind  her  Majesty's 
diair,  hut  he  did  not  play  as  at  'State  dinners.'  We  hud  like- 
wise' some  Kilinhiirgh  ale. 

The  Queen  and  the  ladies  withdrawing,  Prince  Albert  came 
over  to  her  side  of  the  table,  and  we  remained  behind  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour;  but  we  rose  within  the  hour  from  the  time 
of  our  sitting  down.  A  snuil-box  was  twice  carried  round  and 
offered  to  all  the  gentlemen :  Prince  Albert,  to  my  surprise, 
took  a  pinch. 

On  returning  to  the  gallery  we  had  tea  and  coffee.  The  Queen 
then  came  up  and  talked  to  me.  .  .  .  She  does  the  honors  of 
her  palace  with  infinite  sweetness  and  grace — and,  considering 
what  she  is,  both  in  public  and  domestic  life,  I  do  not  think  she 
is  sufKciently  loved  and  respected.  Prince  Albert  took  me  to 
tjusk  for  my  impatience  to  get  into  the  new  House  of  Lords,  but 
I  think  I  pacified  him,  complimenting  his  taste.  A  dance  fol- 
lowed. The  Queen  chiefly  delighted  in  a  romping  sort  of 
country  dance  called  the  Temptite.  She  withdrew  a  little  before 
twelve,  and  we  ^vent  to  I^ady  Palmerston's. 

Brougham,  now  sitting  by  me,  has  just  said,  'That  portrait  of 
your  father,  by  Raeburn,  is  the  finest  of  his  works  that  I  have 
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«ver  seen.'    I  would  not  shook  him  by  telling  him  it  is  only  a 
copy.* 

I 

AUTOniOOHAPHY. 

Wo  ooiitiiuiiHl  tu  hold  CuliinetM  oiiuu  or  twioo  cvury  week,  but 
these  uhiffly  turiiud  U{M)n  thu  BIIIh  iHiiiding  in  Puriiiiniunt,  to 
which  no  |M>i*inant>nt  intoroHt  iMilongtil.  1  may  oliHorvu  that  our 
dulibvmtionM  wcro  vonduotitd  with  gruut  uordiulity  und  witli 
entire  ununiniity  ut  tiniuM  whun  it  wiih  uMMortvd  in  thu  nuwHj>u{K!n» 
thut  thvro  wcru  violent  ((UurrelH  uniong  um.  I  never  huw  any 
Hymptoni  of  our  Iniing  tuttuully  divided  into  He(!tionM,  und  Lord 
Oroy  und  Lonl  PulnierHton  went  on  together  uh  if  they  hud  ever 
eutertuined  the  higlietit  opinion  of  eueh  other'u  good  temj)er  and 
diHuretion. 

The  greutoHt  coup  wo  hud  wum  Huddenly  determining  on  the 
Trotoooi'  for  putting  down  the  civil  wur  in  I'ortugul.  This 
threuteued  ut  first  to  upuet  the  AdminiHtrutiou,  but  turned  out 
tiveutuully  very  much  to  our  credit.  The  contcat  which  hud 
begun,  if  it  hud  been  ullowcd  to  go  on,  might  huve  embroiled 
us  with  Frunce,  und  brought  on  u  generul  wur  uU  over  Europe. 

The  deuth  of  Lord  liessborough  wus  u  heavy  blow  to  us.  A 
most  excellent  choice  wus  niude  in  his  successor.  I  wus  extremely 
sorry  to  lose  Lord  Clarendon  from  the  House  of  Lords  und  from 
the  Cubinet;  but  ho  wus  likely  to  do,  und  he  hus  done,  special 
service  to  the  country  iu  his  new  capacity  aa  Viceroy  of  Ire- 
land. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  OEORGkE  CAMPBELL. 

House  of  Lords,  Monday,  April  26, 1847. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  .  .  .  Our  new  House  f  is  very  splen- 
did, and  I  think  will  turn  out  commodious,  when  the  buzz  of 
the  crowd  of  strangers  has  subsided.    There  was  a  pleasant  stoiy 


*  The  original  belonged  to  Sir  Qoorge  Campbell,  and  was  at  Edenwood.  Aa 
excellent  copy  hung  at  Stratheden  House. — Ed. 
f  The  new  House  of  Lords. — Ed. 
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which  uiiiuMil  thit  town  at  th«>  otiviiiii)^  of  lh<<  new  IIoiiho. 
Many  IhIm  were  hiid  that  lin)U(;haiii  woiihl  Im>  the  tintt  |N>t>r  to 
i«|H'al\  ill  it.  Ill  point  of  tiu't  ho  \\w  \iurry\t\\f  down  (or  that 
|Mii'|H)M'  when  lh«>  wheel  of  hJH  carriage  th>w  ofV,  aii«l  hi>  wim 
(U'laytil  a  <|iiai-t<i-oran  hour.  In  the  nicaiitiiiic  LonI  CaniplN'll 
t<H>k  lulvatita^i'  of  Ihh  altHriicc  and  o|m>iic«I  the  hall.  Ho  tar  in 
true.  Hut  to  ini|)rovc  tli«>  linnior,  it  \h  invi'nt<><l  that  Tiord  Cani|)- 
Im>II,  to  gain  an  atlvanta^c  ovi>r  lionl  Mroii^hani  on  thiH  ^rcat 
otftixion,  IiHIkhI  a  niiui  to  taku  out  thv  linch-iiin  of  Lord 
Droiighaiii'H  c^rriagi'.  .  .  . 

8trathii<l«n  Hdumo,  May  Wl,  lfl47. 

.  .  .  My  exploit  in  th(>  IIoiimo  of  I^ordri  liiHt  ni^ht  wiih  intnn 
diiciiig  inyHolt  to  Minn  Strickland,  authorcHH  of  thc'Livtw  of 
the  (liuH'iiH  of  Filmland, '  who  Iiiih  Im^cd  writing  a  violent  letter 
agaiiiHt  nic  in  the  newHpa|M>rM.  After  I  had  eonverwd  with  her 
for  a  (piarter  of  an  hour  nhe  exelaiintHl,  '  Well,  I^>rd  CatnplK'll, 
I  do  dirlare  you  are  the  inoHt  aniiahle  man  [  ever  met  with.' 
I  thought  Drougluun  would  have  died  with  envy  when  I  told 
him  the  n>Hult  of  my  interview,  and  KllenlMirough,  who  was  Hit- 
ting hy,  rulilH><l  IiIh  IuuhIh  in  admiration.  Hroiigham  had  thrown 
me  a  note  aerosH  the  table  Maying,  'Do  you  know  that  your 
friend  Mm  Striekland  in  eonie  to  hear  you?'  .  .  . 

AU'rt)ni(KmAPiiY. 

When  July  approaelie<l,our  Hills  were  g<!tting  on  very  slowly, 
and  it  was  of  importunce  that  the  <lisrioIution  nliould  not  l)c  much 
longer  (lelaytnl.  1  had  U'cn  memlM'r  of  a  committee  of  the 
Cabinet  to  HUpcrintcnd  the  cle(!ti«»nH  with  the  Secretary  to  the 
TreuHury,  and  we  all  thought  there  could  not  l)o  u  more  favorable 
time  for  immetliately  going  to  the  t^ountry.  Accordingly  the 
Railway  Hill,  the  Health  of  Towns  Hill,  the  Iritth  Encuml)ered 
Estates  Bill,  and  divers  othere  were  abandoned,  the  less  evil  being 
to  be  accused  of  doing  nothing  than  to  have  an  adverse  return  of 
members  to  the  House  of  Commons.     It  was  even  suggested  that, 
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to  I'XiNilittt  thi>  ('Iti'tioii  \ty  It  Any,  the  (^iititii  nIioiiIiI  (liim»lvi)  the 
I'lirliuiiiciit  in  |h>i>«oii  iVoiii  the  throne.  I  t'oiind  oiiu  |irt><!C(lent 
for  thiHMincc  the  Ucvohition,  in  i^onl  KMoii'm  tiniu;  hut  I  |HiiiitMl 
ont  II  iH'ttt'r  ('X|M<(lii>nt — thiit  thi;  (|iic(*n  should  prorogue  um  unuuI, 
un<l  that,  hohlin)(  a  Council  ininuiliatcly  after,  h\h>  Hhould  thvre 
n\^u  th«>  l*r«N'laniation  forthrdiNMohititniaiid  the  cullin^^  of  u  now 
I'arliainent,  the  writM  y;oin^  ont  Ity  the  \Hmt  the  Hiiine  evening;. 
Thin  eourH<>  wan  Hn«'<'e>wfnlly  adopted. 

It  wiM  Miuie  ninifort  to  nie  that  I  e«*uld  not  hiM>  my  Meut  in 
Parliament  from  the  e«>rrnption  or  (iipriiie  of  i^onHtituentH,  hut  I 
wib4  very  anxiouH  ulMitit  one  el(>etion — for  the  iNinm^h  of  (.'um- 
l>ridK(>i  where  my  eldeHt  t*m  woh  a  (iindidut4>.  He  had  etuumeneed 
o|M>rationH  there  entirely  ont  of  hiH  own  head,  and  he  I'onducted 
them  to  a  proH|M>ronK  ixHue  withont  any  awiHtun<t!  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  fntm  any  frieiidH  exe«>pt  thoM;  whieh  he  hiuiM>lf  hud 
made  u|M)n  the  H|M>t.  On  the  day  of  the  |miI1  I  hud  couMtJUit 
tele(;raphi(f  d(44put4'heri  till  I  knew  that  he  eertuinly  wum  returned. 
ThiH  WUH  a  moHt  joyoim  event,  whieh  rtH»>nciled  me  to  uny  diHa|>- 
lM)intmentM  I  might  have  Hutl'ered  from. 

I  remained  at  HtrathiHlen  Iloum;  for  u  few  Witekti  to  ctimplete 
the  )>rinting  of  tlic  last  wrieH  (voIh.  vi  and  vii.)  of  my  Lives  of 
the  ChaneellorH,  coming  down  to  the  (h>ath  of  Lord  KIdon  in 
18.')8,  and  (»>mprehending  all  the  KngliHh  (MiumiellorH  who  have 
paid  the  debt  of  nature.  The  printing  of  the  whole  woh  HniHhed 
within  one  year  from  the  day  that  J  wroti;  the  fii-st  line  of  the  life 
of  Lord  LonghlM)rough.  I  liiui  workeil  very  hurd,  and  I  Hhould 
not  have  done  it  better  if  1  had  taken  a  longer  time.  What 
reception  these  two  volume«  an'  tf»  have,  still  remains  to  Ix;  seen, 
for  Mr.  Miirrny  has  advised  that  the  publication  of  them  should 
1)0  delayed  till  the  month  of  December.  My  own  opinion  is  that 
they  are  more  interesting  than  any  of  their  pre<leeessors.  The 
new  materials  with  which  I  have  In-en  furnished  for  the  life  of 
lioiighborough  are  of  great  historical  importance,  and  many  partH 
of  his  career  are  as  extraordinary  as  if  they  had  been  purely  fic- 
titious. Erskine's  life  was  to  me  a  labor  of  love.  His  vicissi- 
tudes of  fortune,  hia  spee^^hes,  his  jokes,  his  virtues,  and  1)18 
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folliw,  blended  Uigethor,  nmkn  (if  I  niUtnko  not)  niwliiitc  flt  for 
m  ho«nling-««hool  girl  or  for  •  |)hiloM)|ih<'r.  KIdoii'ii  liy|NM>rlMy, 
hi*  canting  and  hiii  l>iK'>try,  «ru  hroiight  out  in  high  n>lli>f  witli 
the  aid  of  aeoming  cnmlor  iintl  gitnuronity,  In  writing  hJN  lifi*  f 
received  very  niiitorial  luwiMtJiiUTtt  from  Hir  KoU'rt  IN<el.  lit*  Inid 
)M>foni  me  tho  wholi>  of  their  <>orn>M|M>iHl*>i)c«<.  From  thiM  I  tiitiil«> 
«>xtra('tM  for  inM>rtion,  whit'h  I  Hiil)initt(><|  to  him  for  hi**  Miini'tinti. 
Th«!  liittiT  |Nirt  of  thJM  lif«>  In  thi;  tintt  iitlompt  tit  n  hinlory  of 
OiHirnii  IV.  and  William  IV.  Nrv«'rtlM>|i'»w  th«  world  may  U- 
hick  of  legal  hiiigraphy,  and  my  'ThinI  H4>ri«<M'  may  fall  miIIU 
born  from  th<<  |>n>NH,  iiti|»raiHi>d  and  iiiiccMHnriil.  Mr.  Miirray 
huM  |)rt>|NinHl  ni(>  for  a  very  hImw  Hah',  on  acctaint  of  th»  IhuUdhm 
of  the  timt>M.  Ili>  myx  that  iNNtkMarr  the  (ln«t  luxury  alNUidniKil; 
for  if  a  man  putM  (h>wn  IiIh  i-arriagc,  or  IcavcN  ofl'  fhampa^ni'  at 
luM  dinnt>rH,  all  the  world  diN4>ovfrM  IiIh  |Mivorty;  hut  unoliHervtil 
ho  iiin  iNirrow  a  puhlinttion  he  winheM  to  Imik  at  from  a  (irrulat* 
ing  library,  or  lie  content  with  the  extnulM  (Vum  it  whi<'h  lit< 
MceM  in  the  newH|Hi|H>rH. 

When  I  went  to  Hiotland  I  found  myw'lf  for  the  flrattime  for 
many  yearMt-ompletely  tlfMauirfi.  Am  yet  I  have  not  Huilered  for 
wont  of  an  exciting  object.  I  read  Thient'  '  Le  ConMnfnt  li 
VEinpin' ;*  an<l,  winhing  to  have,  by  way  of  contnwt,  HiK-ciiueim 
of  what  history  ought  to  Im>,  I  read  a  g<MNl  deal  of  Livy  and 
TacitUH.  Living  amid  the  weiieH  «o  gmphlcally  iKntniyed  by 
Walter  Hcott,  I  ontc  more  went  through  IiIm  '  I^iy  of  the  Liwt 
MiuHtrcl,'  and  moHt  of  \m  other  lionler  {loenm 

I  then  viHttiKl  my  brother  in  Fife,  and  naw  with  gn>at  intci'i'Mt 
the  HceneH  of  my  childhood.  I  was  particularly  ntruck  withaHniall 
footbridge  acrtxw  the  Swilkin  burn  at  St.  Andrews,  which  Htandx 
exactly  m  I  had  left  it  about  half  a  century  ago.  I  iriucinlMiH'd 
every  stone  of  this  little  arch  as  well  an  1  did  the  ruiuH  of  the 
Cathedral,  or  St.  Regulus's  Tower. 

I  afterwards  hud  a  delightful  excursion  with  my  wife  and  two 
eldest  daughters  to  Loch  Katrine  and  I^och  Lomond,  after  which 
we  returned  to  Hartriggc.  Alas !  on  Monday,  the  11th  of  Octo- 
ber, I  was  forced  to  bid  them  farewell,  for  next  day  at  two  there 
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WM  t<>  Ih*  «Cnhini<t  in  iKtwniiiK  HtnH>t.  Fn»iu  that  ihy  t\\\  thU 
|>n«i'iit<liiy  ((h«*  lMt(»r  Nitvi'tiiU'r),  wli«>ii  I  iiiii  now  writiiiK,  Min- 
iMt4>rM  liavi>  iMi'i)  Hiirr«iiiiMli<«l  l>^  tin*  iiiiiMt  ii|»|NillinK  diftloulUwy 
thi*n*  \n<\u\n  III!  ii|i|)n>lH>iiMii>ii  timt  tin*  diviilt'iiilit  way  not  \m  [>a\t\, 
nnil  lliitt  th(>  Ikuik  of  KiikIiiimI  may  Nto|>,  iiml  that  tliort'  niiiy  Im 
u  iMM'iiniary  mutli,  |iul>lu<  iiikI  privulo. 

[During  tliiit  intorvul  In  ii<tt>|>t(>«|  un  inviUition  to  |Niy  lionl 
MullNitirnv  11  viNit  ut  lirtK-kt't,  o(  which  hu  givvn  thu  lulluwiug 
•(iuount. — Ku.Ji 


LKrrKIt  T<)  LAI>Y  HTItATIIKDKN   AND  i.'AMPOELL. 

Htr»tlii«l<iri  lloiiiin,  Hiinilny  iiiKht,  October  24, 1H47. 

My  DKAKFxr  Mauy  : — You  will  Im>  HurpriMcnl  to  r(>ct>ivu  thin 
luttur  from  Htruthcdcn  IIoum>.  Tho  niyMtcry  Ih  that,  um  I  wm 
iit«|)|>in|;  into  my  carria);!*  y«>Ht(>nlay  at  half-puMt  tUrw,  a  Hum- 
monit  wiiM  put  int«»  my  hand  nniuirintf  nw  Uy  attfnd  a  meeting 
of  thu  Cabinet  on  Hunday  at  thrco  oVtIiK'k.  ThiH  wax  a  dam|M!r, 
for  I  waM  in  ho|M>N  that  thin^  would  ^>  ho  HmiMtthly  that  we 
mignt  diH|H>nHi;  with  CahinctM  f<»r  a  long  while  to  (!onu>.  A» 
I'anixzi"'  waM  waiting  for  me  at  the  liritinh  Mumiuni,  I  thought 
that  I.wiiN  Inmnd  to  go.  Wo  had  a  very  wet  drive,  but  he 
rattled  away  agret'ahly,  and  made  mo  forget  the  Cabinet  and  all 
my  vurvH.  Wo  were  little  more  than  two  hount  and  a  ((uarter  in 
driving  down  in  a  hack  chaiHe.  AIiimI  Lord  Melbourne  was 
confined  to  his  rcM)m  by  a  fit  of  the  gout.  We  were  reitjived  by 
liord  PalmcrHton  and  lionl  do  Mauley,  who  had  arrived  a  little 
Ixifore  UM.  8<K)n  after  I.4idy  Ikauvale  eamc  in.  I  iulmirc  her 
very  much.  She  not  only  npeakH  KngliHh  {lerfectly,  but  she  han 
a  pure  KngliHh  atn^ent,  and  luokH  and  eonverHOM  and  demeans 
liurMolf  like  an  KngliHhwoman.  Lady  Palmeratcin  soon  followed, 
Mtill  quite  Juvenile.  She  was  exceedingly  gracious  and  talked 
of  our  rencontre  with  her  daughter  Fanny  on  Loch  Lomond. 

*Sir  Antonio  Paniui,  Principal  Librarian  of  tho  British  Museum.   H«  di«4 
A.D.  1879.— Ed. 
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Ijoi-d  PalmcrHton  said  that  the  Queen  wa8  greatly  delighted 
with  the  Highlands,  in  spite  of  the  bad  weather,  and  that  rthc 
was  occustometl  to  sally  forth  for  a  walk  in  the  midst  of  a  heavy 
rain,  putting  a  great  hood  over  her  bonnet,  and  showing  nothing 
of  her  features  but  her  eyes.  The  Prince's  invariable  return  to 
luncheon  at  two  o'clock,  in  spite  of  grouse  shooting  and  dcpr 
stalking,  is  oxplaine<l  by  his  voluntary  desire  to  please  the 
Queen,  ond  by  the  intense  hunger  which  always  assails  him  at 
this  hour,  when  he  likes  in  the  German  fashion  to  make  his 
dinner. 

We  then  went  to  dress.  We  sat  down  to  diimcr  at  eight. 
There  was  no  one  else  except  liord  Beauvale,  who  is  very  good- 
nutured  and  entertaining,  dealing  pretty  much  in  persiflage  like 
Lord  Melbourne. 

We  went  to  Lord  MellM>urne's  room  to  take  tea  and  coffee. 
He  was  lying  on  his  back  on  a  sofa,  but  in  his  mind  better  than 
I  have  seen  him  for  a  long  while.  He  talked  of  books  and  men 
with  all  his  wonted  vivacity.  At  ten  we  returned  to  the  draw- 
ing-room, and  chatted  till  past  twelve,  when  we  retired  for  the 
night. 

The  morning  was  brilliant  and  lovely.  At  eight  I  sallied  forth 
to  view  the  grounds,  which  are  exquisitely  beautiful.  The  river 
Lea  flows  by  the  house,  and  there  is  a  very  fine  piece  of  water 
made  by  damming  it  up,  with  a  grand  water-fall.  Then  the 
trees  are  such  as  we  have  no  notion  of  in  any  part  of  Scotland — 
oaks  under  which  Queen  ElizilMjth  sat,  and  all  the  new  shrubs 
and  pines  from  the  Himalaja  mountains.  I  ferried  myself 
across  the  lake,  in  a  boat  which  is  moored  by  ingenious  machin- 
ery. On  the  other  side  I  met  Panizzi,  and  v,e  rambled  about 
till  ten,  said  to  be  the  hour  for  breakfast.  Wiien  we  returned 
there  was  no  one  visible ;  but  Lord  Palnierston  at  last  appeared, 
and  we  three  sat  down  by  ourselves.  Lady  Palmerston  followed. 
Lady  Beauvale  always  breakfasts  in  her  own  room. 

It  was  agreed  that  Palmerston  was  to  take  me  with  him  to 
London,  and  I  was  strongly  pressed  to  return  with  him  after  the 
Council,  but  I  declined.     We  were  to  atart  at  half-past  twelve. 
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Panizzi,  Lord  de  Mauluy  und  I  visited  tliu  gurdviiH,  which  ore 
8Ui)erb.  I  then  paid  a  short  visit  to  Lord  Melbourne,  who  was 
very  kind  to  me,  and  invited  me  to  come  to  brocket  again  soon. 
He  has  invited  you,  and  who  says  that  we  may  not  some  Saturday 
run  down  together? 

Palmerston  was  very  conversible  on  the  journey,  and  we 
settled  togcthoi'  aU  the  affairs  of  Europe,  and  discussed  the 
interests  and  prospc^cts  of  the  Whigs. 

As  we  drove  into  Downing  Street  we  met  Lord  John  Russell 
entering  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's,  where  the  Council 
was  to  be  held.  Here  of  course  I  must  stop.  I  may  without 
breach  of  privilege  tell  you  however  that,  after  our  business  was 
over,  I  walked  home  and  found  two  charming  letters.  .  .  . 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

On  Sunday,  the  24th  of  October,  I  was  summoned  to  attend 
a  Cabinet — there  having  been  no  Cabinet  on  a  Sunday  for  more 
than  ten  years.  It  was  then  proposed  to  suspend  the  restriction 
on  Bank  issues  created  by  the  Act  of  1844.  I  regretted  the 
concession  to  public  clamor,  although  it  was  not  for  me  to  express 
dissent  on  such  a  subject.  I  have  since  been  convinced  that  Lord 
John  Russell  was  right  on  this  occasion,  for  you  must  regard, 
in  legislation  and  government,  the  alarms  and  the  prejudices  and 
the  wishes  and  the  fears  of  mankind — without  considering  what 
would  be  for  their  advantage  if  they  were  always  to  think 
and  act  like  reasonable  beings.  The  responsibility  of  further 
resistance  would  have  been  too  great  for  any  shoulders.  Peel's 
Bill  is  condemned,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  amount  of 
paper  circulation  cftu  be  fixed  by  any  inflexible  rule.  Converti- 
bility into  specie  is  the  ojrand  recipe  against  over-issue  of  paper. 
Private  banks,  if  allowed  to  issue  paper  at  all,  may  be  limited 
according  to  the  bullion  they  possess ;  but  the  Bank  of  England, 
under  the  control  of  the  Government,  must  be  allowed  to  issue 
paper  according  to  the  exigencies  of  commerce.  Its  credit 
may  be  high  while  its  bullion  is  low,  and  when  the  metallic 
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ourrenoy  is  reduced  b  not  the  time  for  reducing  the  paper  cur- 
rency also. 

To  amuse  my  solitude  since  I  returned  to  London,  I  have 
resumed  ray  Autobiography,  and  brought  it  down  to  the  present 
time,  when  Parliament  is  about  to  assemble  and  great  events 
may  arise. 

If  anything  hereafter  occurs  to  me  worth  noticing,  I  shall 
record  it  in  the  form  of  a  journal.  My  daily  actions  and 
thoughts  are  much  too  insignificant  to  interest  any  one.  How- 
ever tenderly  attached  to  me ;  but  it  is  possible  that  I  may  still 
be  mixed  up  with  events  which  may  touch  my  own  fortunes, 
and  show  the  form  and  pressure  of  the  time. 

I  finish  my  Autobiography  for  the  present,  Monday,  the  Ist 
of  November,  1847,  at  half-past  eleven  at  night. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

NovEUBEB,  1847— AuauBT,  1849. 

Considers  of  a  New  Subject  for  Biography— Meots  Sir  Edward  Sugden  ak 
Lincoln's  Inn — Question  of  Marriago  with  a  Doceased  Wife's  Sister- 
Measures  for  Ireland— Cabinet  at  Lord  John  Russell's  Private  House- 
Publication  of  Vols.  VI. and  VII.  of  the  'Chancellors' — Judgment  in  the 
Hampden  Case — Revolutions  on  the  Continent — Alarm  in  England— 
FearguB  O'Connor  ami  the  Chartists — The  Duke  of  Wellington's  Arrange- 
ments— The  10th  of  April — Irish  Sedition  Bill— Prince  of  Prussia — Royal 
Christening — End  of  the  tSession  of  1848 — Threatened  Irish  Rebellion- 
Visit  to  Lord  Brougham— State  of  Political  Parties — Peel— Lord  George 
Bentinck — Disraeli — Lord  Stanley — During  the  Vacation  Writes  the  Life 
of  Lord  Mansfield — Cabinet  Council  in  October — Sittings  of  the  Judi- 
cial Committee — Pemberton  Leigh — Christmas  at  Hartrigge — Macaulay's 
'History' — i/eath  of  Lord  Auckland — Negotiation  for  Bringing  in  Sir 
James  Uraham — Opening  of  the  Session  of  1849 — Journey  t<  Windsor- 
Correspondence  of  Lord  Melbourne — Joseph  Hume — Lord  Hardinge— 
Navigation  Bill — Completion  of  the  'Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices' — Pass- 
ing of  the  Navigation  Bill — Illness  of  the  Lord  Chancellor — Parting  with 
his  Second  Son — End  of  the  Session  of  1849 — Political  Leaders — Illness 
of  Lord  Denraan — Prorogation  of  Parliament. 


JOURNAL. 

Stratheden  House,  November  8, 1847. 

I  BEGIN  my  '  Journal '  because  I  have  nothing  else  to  do.  I 
already  feel  severely  the  want  of  my  *  Chancellors.' 

I  had  intended  to  take  up  the  Irish  Chancellors ;  but  although 
some  of  them  might  be  made  interesting,  I  am  afraid  as  a  body 
they  would  appear  very  dull ;  and,  unless  during  the  struggle 
for  independence  in  1782  and  the  Union  in  1800,  the  public 
events  with  which  they  were  connected  would  not  rouse  the 
sympathies  of  Englishmen.  A  good  deal  might  be  made  of 
Lord  Clare ;  and  if  Lord  Plunket  were  dead,  his  life  would  be 
a  fine  vehicle  for  the  history  of  Ireland  during  the  last  half 
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century.  I,  therefore  do  not  abandon  this  subject,  but  I  am 
inclined  first  to  go  on  with  the  '  Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices.' 
As  a  Common  lawyer  I  owe  something  to  the  memory  of  the 
sages  who  have  gnine<l  distinction  in  my  own  department  of  the 
profession.  Fixing  public  attention  with  Lord  Chief  Justice 
Trcsilian,  who  wan  hangwl,  drawn  and  quartered,  I  think  I  could 
make  an  entertaining  and  instructive  book  by  a  selection  of  his 
8ucce8soi*s,  doM'n  to  Lord  Mansfield,  who  has  as  yet  received  no 
justice  from  any  biographer. 

My  ambition,  however,  is  to  produce  a  specimen  of  just  histor- 
ical composition.  I  shrink  from  the  task  of  writing  the  annah 
of  any  country.  I  would  not  for  the  world  be  condemned  to 
notice  all  memorable  public  events  for  a  given  period  of  time. 
An  autlior  who  professes  to  do  so  must  either  be  flimsy  like 
Hume,  or  tiresome  like  Henry.  I  have  great  doubt  whether 
Macaulay  himself  can  be  both  faithful  and  lively.  What  I 
should  like  would  be  a  separate  independent  subject,  like  *  Cati- 
line's Conspiracy,'  or  the  *  Wars  of  tlio  Fronde.'  I  have  thoughts 
of  attempting  the  *  History  of  the  L  ig  Parliament.'  The  reign 
of  Charles  I.  has  been  recommended  to  me,  but  his  '  life '  would 
be  better,  as  I  could  thus  give  an  air  of  novelty  to  his  times,  and 
I  should  have  a  greater  choice  of  the  public  events  which  I  might 
wish  to  interweave  with  mv  narrative. 

Before  I  have  fixed  ui)on  a  subject  the  session  of  Parliament 
will  have  commenced.  What  a  new  interest  for  me  in  my  son, 
now  a  member  of  the  House  of  Coininons!  If  he  succeeds  I 
shall  be  indifferent  about  everything  which  personally  concerns 
myself.  In  the  present  awful  gloom,  arising  from  commercial 
and  financial  distress,  and  from  the  utterly  demoralized  condition 
of  Ireland,  I  find  some  difficulty  in  supporting  my  spirits,  and 
preparing  to  perform  the  duties  which  may  be  cast  upon  me; 
but  I  hope  that  by  God's  blessing  I  may  live  to  see  happier 
times. 

November  12. — I  went  to  Lincoln's  Inn  library  to-day  to  con- 
sult some  rare  books.  While  there,  Sir  Edward  Sugden,  ex-Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  came  up  to  me.     We  shook  hands  and 
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were  very  uoixliul,  agreeing  to  stay  and  dine  together  in  the  hall. 
He  hod  been  exiuniniiig  M8S.  for  his  new  work,  *  A  Review  of 
the  DccisionM  of  the  House  of  Lords  on  Questions  of  Real 
Property  for  the  hist  twenty-five  Yeni-s,'  in  which  he  is  cruelly 
to  cut  up  chancelloi*s  and  law  loi-ds.  We  had  a  very  jolly  dinner, 
and,  all  rivalry  being  at  an  end  or  suspended,  we  talked  to  each 
other  without  reserve.  I  thanked  him  for  not  reversing  any  of 
my  numerous  decrees,  and  I  anticipated  my  reputation  with  pos- 
terity when  it  shall  be  recorded  that  no  decree  of  mine  ever  was 
revereei^,  either  on  a  re-hearing  by  my  successor,  or  on  appeal  by 
the  House  of  Lords.  I  told  him  (what  he  had  not  heard  before) 
Barou  Alderson's  joke — that  the  collection  of  his  decisions  dur- 
ing his  first  chancelloi-ship,  which  was  not  much  longer  than 
mine,  instead  of  '  Reports  tempore  Siigden,'  should  be  *  Reports 
momento  Sugden.'  I  at  last  asked  him  if  there  was  any  truth  in 
the  story  which  O'Conuell  had  told  of  him  to  this  effect ;  Sir 
Edward  Sugden  holding  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  as  guardian 
of  lunatics  was  in  the  habit,  very  laudably,  of  visiting  the  luna- 
tic asylums  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dublin,  accompanied  by  Sir 
Philip  Crampton  the  surgeon,  who  was  the  official  inspector  of 
these  places  of  confinement.  It  happened  that  on  one  oc(!asion 
Sir  Philip  forgot  his  engagement,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  went 
alone.  At  the  first  asylum  to  which  he  drove  the  keeper  knew 
him,  and  he  was  very  respectfully  treated ;  but  when  he  came  to 
the  second  they  took  him  for  a  lunatic  who  had  made  his  escape, 
and  were  going  to  lay  hold  of  him,  when  he  exclaimed,  '  Do  you 
know  who  I  am  ?  I  am  the  Lord  High  Chancellor.'  '  We  are 
highly  honored  by  the  presence  of  your  lordship ;  we  have  got  a 
court  here  for  your  lordship  to  preside  in,  and  I  shall  have  the 
honor  of  conducting  your  lordship  to  the  bench.'  Two  under- 
keepers  then  seized  him,  whereupon,  he  becoming  furious,  they 
put  a  strait- waistcoat  upon  him,  and  carried  him  to  a  cell  in  which 
they  locked  him  up.  There  he  lay  till  Sir  Philip  Crampton  arrived 
and  asked  whether  Lord  Chancellor  Sugden  was  there,  expressing 
regret  that  he  had  been  prevented  from  joining  ,his  lordship  in 
Dublin  at  the  appointed  hour  to  accompany  him  in  his  round. 
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Sugdcn  asserted  positively  that  there  was  no  further  fuunda- 
tiun  for  the  story  than  that  he  and  Sir  Pliilip  Crampton  had 
visited  the  iunatie  asyhinis  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dublin 
together,  but  that  he  had  always  been  duly  recognized  and  that 
he  received  civil  and  rcMjietitful  treatment  whenever  he  appeared.^ 
He  said  he  suspected  the  hint  of  the  story  had  Ix'cn  given  to 
O'Conncll  by  Sir  Philip  Cranipton,  famous  for  waggery  as  well 
as  for  surgery. 

November  17. — Sat  all  day  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench^ 
where  I  had  not  been  except  to  take  the  oaths,  since  I  had  left 
the  bar.  My  object  was  to  hear  the  question  argued,  *  Whether 
it  be  lawful  for  a  man  to  marry  the  sister  of  his  deceased  wife,' 
upon  which  I  had  several  times  in  debate  in  the  House  of  Lords 
expressed  a  strong  opinion  in  the  negative,  with  a  view  of  check- 
ing an  agitation  got  up  in  favor  of  marriages  which  I  believed  to 
be  forbidden  by  law,  and  which  I  consideretl  inconsistent  with 
the  peace  and  purity  of  domestic  life.  The  judges  and  the  bar 
bcha"ed  to  me  very  courteously,  and  I  was  gratified  by  finding 
my  opinion  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  court» 
I  rather  regretted  that  I  had  not  continued  to  practice  as  an 
advocate,  I  make  little  doubt  that  I  should  have  retained  my 
business,  and  I  certainly  should  have  led  a  more  stirring  as  well 
as  a  more  profitable  life. 

November  2i2. — There  have  been  frequent  Cabinets  of  late, 
chiefly  on  the  subject  of  Ireland.  I  have  strongly  combated 
coaxi&ii,  for  which  there  is  a  call  from  all  quarters.  I  preach  up 
a  more  vigorous  exercise  of  the  existing  powers  of  law  to  prevent, 
to  detect,  and  to  punish  crime.  Lord  John's  views  are  very  con- 
stitutional and  enlightened.  But  I  fear  that  some  new  measure 
must  be  resorted  to  in  disturbed  districts  against  the  conspiracy 
to  commit  murder  and  systematically  violate  the  rights  of  property. 
This,  I  trust,  will  rather  be  in  the  nature  of  a  police  measure  than 
a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  We  should  ask  for  *  ('oer  jion ' 
with  a  very  bad  grace,  having  come  into  power  upon  a  division 
for  refusing  it  to  Sir  Kobert  Peel. 

December  10. — Lord  Cottenham's  illness  assumes  a  serious 
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a8i>cct.  It  Ih  now  three  weeks  since  he  burst  a  blood-vessel,  and 
as  yet  he  is  confinod  to  his  room,  is  fed  on  brown  bread  and  ioc, 
and  is  not  allowed  to  speak  to  any  one.  Several  times  there 
has  Ixjcn  a  return,  though  slight,  of  the  effusion  of  blood,  with 
inflammatory  symptoms,  and  I  have  been  told  that  his  medical 
attendants  are  doubtful  about  his  recovery.  He  has  not  at  all 
interfered  in  government  matters  since  his  first  seizure. 

.  .  .  Our  Irish  Coercion  Bill  is  very  popular ;  and  all  that 
wo  have  to  do  is  to  defend  ourselves  from  the  charge  of  not 
making  it  sufficiently  stringent. 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  question  of 
Peel's  Bill  of  1844 — and  have  attended  two  meetings;  but, 
having  ordei-etl  all  manner  of  returns  to  give  us  necessary 
information,  we  have  adjourned  till  after  the  Christmas  recess. 

Deoember  It. — Lord  John  being  laid  up  with  the  influenza, 
we  had  a  Cabinet  to-day  in  his  house  in  Cheshara  Place.  I  may 
mention,  as  an  illustration  of  ministerial  manners  in  the  nine- 
teenth century,  that  when  we  meet  at  the  Foreign  Office,  our 
usual  place  of  assembling,  where  there  is  a  room  fitted  up  for 
the  Cabinet,  there  are  no  salutations  of  any  sort  except  after  the 
autumn  recess ;  but  that  when,  on  account  of  the  indisposition 
of  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  we  assemble  at  his  house,  he  shakes 
hands  with  each  of  his  colleagues,  and  they  severally  hojie  that 
he  is  better. 

December  16. — Yesterday  my  third  series  was  published  at 
Murray's  trade  sale,  where  2200  copies  were  disposed  of.  I  had 
a  malicious  pleasure  in  showing  Brougham,  as  we  sat  in  the 
Judicial  Committee,  a  note  from  Murray  communicating  the 
intelligence.  He  said,  people  were  obliged  to  make  up  their 
sets,  having  bought  the  former  volumes. 

December  18. — There  have  been  frequent  Cabinets  respecting 
measures  for  Ireland  and  diplomatic  intercourse  with  the  Pope. 
Lord  John  has  desired  me  to  take  in  hand  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Bill,  which  was  under  the  special  superintendence  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 

December  21, — I  have  received  very  flattering  compliments 
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on  Loughborough,  Erakinc  anil  Eldon,  and  volumes  vi.  tuul  vii. 
pronuMc  to  Ih>  fully  tw  jMipular  jw  any  of  their  prwU'WHworH.  \V. 
E.  8urtoc«,  author  of  'Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  Lords  Eldon 
and  Htowell/  and  a  nephew  of  I^ady  KIdon,  has  written  me  a 
letter  warmly  commending  the  impartiality  with  whieh  I  have 
discusseil  the  eharacter  and  conduct  of  his  kinsman.  Critiques 
on  the  new  volumes  apiiear  in  all  the  newspa{)ers — not  with- 
holding praise,  but  generally  in  a  flippant,  envious  strain.  I  am 
not  much  excited  now  by  puffiing  or  vitui>eration. 

February  J,  ISj^H, — I  have  been  filling  up  my  leisure  by 
revising  my  first  three  volumes  for  a  new  edition.  I  l)egan  with 
inserting  in  the  proi)er  places  the  additional  materials  and  the 
corrections  which  had  been  supplied  to  me ;  and  then  I  read 
through  the  whole,  improving  the  style  here  and  there  by  vary- 
ing a  phrase  which  api)eared  too  frequently,  or  removing  an 
ambiguity  arising  from  the  collocation  of  relative  and  antecedent. 
The  question  now  is,  in  what  shape  the  third  edition  is  to  come 
out,  upon  which  I  must  be  guide<l  by  my  publisher. 

We  have  had  divers  Cabinets  to  prepare  measures  for  Ireland. 
There  is  great  reason  to  rejoice  that  we  did  not  adopt  the  advice 
pressed  upon  us  by  our  opponents  and  by  some  of  our  friends, 
to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  there,  and  to  establish  courts- 
martial.  Under  the  sjiecial  commission  in  the  disturbed  districts, 
jurymen  and  witnesses  are  doing  their  duty  most  nobly,  and, 
after  many  convictions,  tranquillity  is  restored  and  the  law  is 
again  respected. 

I  went  to-day  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  hear  the 
judgment  in  the  great  case  of  the  mandanms  to  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  to  receive  and  decide  objections  to  the  orthodoxy 
of  Dr.  Hampden.  It  was  a  very  amusing  exhibition,  the  judges 
being  equally  divided,  and  all  diifering  from  one  another.  Den- 
man  deserves  great  cre<lic  for  his  firmness  in  refusing  the  man- 
damus— which  would  have  upset  the  Church  and  endangered 
the  State. 

April  12. — Since  I  last  made  an  entry  in  my  Journal,  the 
face  of  the  world  is  completely  changed,  and  events  have  hap- 
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{Mined  to  fill  many  volunicH  of  history.  King  LouIh  Philippe  is 
un  L'xilv  lit  Cluruniont,  ami  (jui/ot,  liiH  Priniu  Ministifr,  \»  my 
nvtir  noighlmr,  living  with  IiIh  tUniily  in  u  littlu  hnlging  ut 
Broinpton.  There  huvc  Ih^od  ri'VolutionM  not  only  in  Parin,  but 
at  Ikrlin,  Vienna,  \[uni<h,  NaplcH,  Home,  Turin,  Milan,  Veniee^ 
and  variouH  other  plaecH  'too  nmneroriH  to  mention.' 

A  few  dayH  ago  we  had  considerable  reajiion  to  dreatl  that 
London  and  Dublin  would  Ih;  added  to  the  numln'r.  But,  thank 
Heaven,  '..c  now  b»«'uthe  freely,  and  we  may  l(M)k  forwanl  to 
the  eontinued  enjoyment  of  repose  and  liberty.  For  Homc  time 
past  CabinetM  have  been  held  almnu'  daily,  and  wc  have  had 
mo8t  anxious  dcliberationu  on  the  pro|)cr  line  of  poliey  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  pro{)cr  dispoHitiotiH  to  be  made. 


LETTERS  TO  8IR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Strnthedon  Houno,  Friday  night,  April  7, 1848. 

My  dear  Brother: —  .  .  .  The  public  alarm  increases 
every  hour,  and  many  believe  that  by  Monday  evening  we  shall 
be  under  a  Provisional  Government. 

*  The  National  Convention,'  as  the  delegates  of  the  Chartist* 
formally  style  themselves,  have  sent  us  a  proud  dcflance,  and 
you  will  see  that  Feargus  O'Connor  has  declared  that  he  will 
head  the  procession. 

Yestertlay  evening  the  Duke  of  Wellington  beckoned  to  me 
to  cross  over  to  him,  and  he  said  to  me :  *  Lord  Cammel,  we 
shall  be  as  quiet  on  Monday  as  we  are  at  this  hour,  and  it  will 
end  to  the  credit  of  the  Government  and  the  country.'  But  he 
was  never  famous  for  knowing  the  state  of  the  public  mind. 

There  is  no  ivial  danger  beyond  a  riot  not  to  be  quelled  with- 
out bloodshed,  but  this  danger  does  exist  to  a  serious  degree.  It 
is  nothing,  however,  to  what  >vould  have  existed  if  50,000  men 
had  been  allowed,  in  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind  and 
with  the  views  which  many  of  them  have,  to  parade  the  princi- 
pal streets  of  the  metropolis  and  surround  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament. 
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I  l«o|>o  you  will  u{){irnvit  of  our  ni(>iiMuri>  for  (^onvciting  high 
tretmon  into  f^hny,  puniHliablo  by  tnuiM|M)rtation,  to  uituli  th« 
Irifth  'Coiiti>(l(<mtt>M.'     I  uin  aiiHworuhln  for  it. 

W(>  art)  to  liuvu  tuiothcr  Council  to-morrow,  hut  I  hIiuH  hav« 
iiotliiii);  iiioru  to  tell  you  till  Moiidiiy  night. 

I  HUppoHo  wo  Mhnll  ull  ily  to  lliirtriggu — if  I  cun  cmuitH)  iu 
diriguitM!  I 

HtrMh«)I«n  Hoime,  Riindny  night,  April  l>,  IMfl. 

My  DKAii  BiwyriiKii: —  .  .  .  ThiM  nmy  Ik»  tin)  liwt  liTne  I 
Mritfl  to  you  lN>ror(>  tlu;  Itopuhlio  in  oHtahliHiuHl.  I  hiivu  no 
m't'loiirt  foant  of  revolution,  hut  there  may  very  likely  Ut  hl'.MKl< 
lihed. 

I  have  had  Home  r(>eom*H>nHo  for  my  anxiety  in  n  Hcene  I  wit- 
noHsetl  ycHtenlay.  Of  th.n  I  can  give  you  Home  notion  without 
ilixcloHing  Stat(>  nccrcts,  hut  I  would  not  have  the  nuittcr  men- 
tioned hy  you  to  any  one.  ^Ve  were  connideting  in  the  Cabinet 
how  the  ChartiHts  hIiouUI  he  dealt  with,  an«i  v«hen  it  wan  deter- 
mine<1  that  the  pnx'ession  nhould  Im>  Htop|)e<l  after  it  liad  move<l, 
we  agreed  that  tlie  particular  place  where  it  nhouid  \ni  HtopjHHl 
•was  purely  a  military  (jUCHtion.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  wu« 
requested  to  come  to  us,  which  he  <lid  very  readily.  We  had 
then  a  regular  Council  of  War,  as  upon  the  eve  of  a  great  hattlc. 
We  examined  nuips  and  returns  and  information  of  the  movc- 
mcntA  of  the  enemy.  After  long  deliberation,  plans  of  attack 
and  defence  were  forme<l  to  meet  every  contingency.  The  quick- 
ness, intelligence,  and  decision  which  the  Duke  displayed  were 
very  striking,  and  he  inspired  us  all  with  jMsrfect  confidence  hy 
the  dispositions  which  he  prescriljed. 

There  are  now  above  7000  regular  troops  in  London,  besides 
a  train  of  artillery.  The  special  constables,  as  you  will  see,  are 
countless. 

We  are  most  afraid  of  disturbances  after  the  procession  is 
dispei-sod,  and  of  the  town  being  set  fire  to  in  the  night.  There 
are  in  London  a  number  of  foreigners  of  the  most  des2)erate 
character. 
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It  wiut  not  T  iiloiio  who  wiw  Mtriirk  with  th<<  (*onMuItuiioii  yv»- 
tonlny.  MiMiiiihiy  Miitl  to  ini>  thiit  \w  (loiiHHK'riNl  it  th«  moNt 
intnroMting  H|MH'tii«'l(>  \u>  hiwl  t'vcr  witiit>»tMMl,  nml  that  h(<  nhoiihl 
roinuinlH'r  it  to  hiM  <lyin|{  day. 

|[i)U«n  of  LonU,  April  10,  IMS,  two  oViook. 

.  .  .  Th<>  Diiko'n  prophri'V  uttfrrd  on  Thin'Mluy  will  turn  out 
to  t)c  trui>.  (*i)tt<'tiliiiiu  iukI  I  r<'Holv(><l  to  nui't  our  t'liti*  like  tlM> 
an«Mont  MMiatorH  ot'  Itotiu*  iVoni  tlx*  Itui-lHtriiuiH,  iiimI  wi>  iiKs«>tnlil<><l 
to-4luy  nt  the  ux\u\\  hour  to  h«iir  S<>«it«*li  a|i|M>ulH.  Walking  from 
8lriith«M|«>h  llouso,  I  found  till  tho  ^iitcM  of  lly(h>  I'tirk  clomij, 
nnd  thn  iu(>tro|H)liH  in  iiNtutc  of  f^reat  oxcitciumt.  We  priMTciIrd 
very  calmly  to  huHincHM,  although  wo  luMird  of  lar^i'  ImhUcm 
marchinj;  to  Kciuiinnton,  nnd  that  hy  twitlvo  cM-hn-k  thrn;  wt^re 
al)ovo  (i(),()(K)  aMMrmhhil  tlmro. 

The  Attorney -(icnrnd  toM  me  that  tluiC^hartiMth'adi'rH  had  Im-^u 
with  Sir  Ocor^o  (iroy  early  in  the  morning,  otYeriu)^  to  abandon 
thfi  prcM-eMMion  to  Westminster  if  they  were  allowwl  to  march 
ueroHM  lihu-kfriaix  Bridge  to  Islinj^ton,  where  they  were  todis|M'rH«', 
and  that  he  had  very  pro|M>rly  intimated  that  none  of  them  woidd 
be  permitt(Hl  to  return  from  Kennin^ton  in  pnH-esHion  acrosH 
the  ThameH.  I  thentforc  thought  that  a  conflict  at  the  hridgen 
wa»  inevitahlo.  But  the  next  newH  was  that  the  ChartistH  wer« 
nil  dispersing;  and  our  librarian,  who  had  Ik'cu  on  the  ground 
OH  a  8cout,  arrivwl  after  hearing  and  Heeing  F«'argUH  O'Connor 
implore  them  to  abandon  the  proccHsion,  which  they  had  agreed 
to  do. 

For  the  lost  half-hour  Westminster  Bridge  has  been  open  to 
them,  and  they  Imve  l)een  |)ouceably  crossing  in  small  numbers 
at  a  time.  Feargus  is  to  present  the  petition  at  five  o'clock, 
attende<l  by  ten    persons. 

This  result  is  certainly  a  great  relief  to  my  mind,  as  a  fright- 
ful slicdding  of  blood  might  have  been  necessary  to  restore 
tranquillity. 

From  the  beginning,  and  before  I  heard  any  military  opinion, 
I  was  clear  that  the  Chartists  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  march 

VOL.  ir. 
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ilaii){«'nMiM  to  iittfiiipt  to  |>ri!Vi'iit  lliciii  iVoiii  iuiM>iiihlin){  on  K<>ii- 
iiiii;;tnii  ('oiiiiiHiii  or  iH'^iiinin^  th<'  |)r<Hi>wtion,  uml  timt  they 
xlimiM  Ih>  ^itoiipnl  I'luUr  «/nr  onllti' ixt  it\y  liritl^c  wliicit  tlicy  lui^lit 
iittniipt  to  lorcf, 

Tlif  ikiriiiiKt'iiifiitH  of  iIm>  OovcrtiiiM'iit  aw  vxiiMvut.  (ifor^i* 
(Jrcy  lm<«  itll  the  iiinit  of  tlii'in.  It  Im  very  lucky  that  at  mih  li 
a  tiiiH'  til)'  oilier  of  I  Ionic  M4'<>n>tiiry  Im  f|||i>«|  liy  ho  aMt*  a  man. 

Milt  \v(>  iiiiiMt  not  lialJiH)  till  \v(>  lire  out  ol'  thi>  wimmI.  Tlit'tT  Im 
Htilt  ^I'rtit  tliiii;(«<r  of  tliMiiirltaiH'cM  iHtili  in  Iion<|oii  anil  the  prov* 
ihci'H.  VV<*  know  \>y  tlii>  i-lcrti-ii' t<*lr|{rapli,o('  wliirli  tli«' (Jovitii- 
iiu'iit  liiH  ar«Mnnii><l  the  ••xdiiMivf  iim',  that  ihi'  ChartiMtH  have  iiu't 
UmIiiv  ill  ininii'iiM>  ininiU'rH  at  Mani'li«-Ht«'r,ai'nii>(|  aiitl  ri>a<ly  to  art 
ii|HMi  i-(*<-civiii}(  iicwH  that  Iion<loii  wiim  in  |HWHt'M4ion  of  ( )'(.'oiinur. 

I  do  not  n'lni'inlH'i'  whcthi'r  I  told  you  ycMti'i'day  that  tlii> 
(»l>j(i>t  of  taking  tin*  diriftion  of  tlio  chi'ti'ic  tclf^raiih  \vtu«  to 
|ir<>V(<nt  faIrM'  intrlli|^i'm*L>  lioiiig  rtt'iit  tu  the  ){ri>ut  towiiH  in 
Kiiglaiitl  uiid  to  Ireland. 

Ill  Iri-land  the  Htoppin(i;  of  the  priMTHnion  iniiMt  hav<>  u  very 
giNHl  etVect,  and  the  notion,  pretty  prevalent  on  thu  Continent, 
that  we  were  on  the  eve  of  revolution,  will  Ix!  ch(!<'ke<l,  to  ilic 
great  niorti  Heat  ion  of  thone  who  hoped  that  we  tthould  In' 
involved  in  the  Kcix'tid  I'uin. 

Bnaighani  arrivitl  laxt  night  in  (irafton  Street,  hut  Iiiih  not 
yet  appeared  in  the  House.  I  expect  that  he  will  make  u  great 
Hplanh  at  live  o'clock. 

HoUKfl  of  IiOr<l»,  Tuomliiy,  April  II,  184*<. 

My  i>i;au  Bhotiiku: —  .  .  .  We  are  in  a  state  of  the  moMt 
jierfect  tram(iiillity  to-<lay,  and  tin.'  Chartistrt  are  ho  cowed  and 
dishearteiieil  that  we  nhall  Ik;  ijiiict  for  Home  time. 

The  fiiH!  thing  yesterday  was  when  the  Duke  came  to  the 
House  of  Tif)rds.  I  went  up  to  him  and  said,  *  Well,  Duke,  it 
hoH  all  turne<l  out  as  you  foretold.'  Duke. — *()h,  yes,  I  wiw 
sure  of  it,  and  I  never  showed  a  soldier  or  a  musket.  Ihit  I 
was  ready.    I  could  have  8t()i)ped  them  wherever  you  liked,  iiiul 
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if  thfy  liiwt  In-<>ii  nriiiiit  it  wniilil  Iiitv«>  infu  nil  (Iii<  hiiiiic.' 
thiniM/.  — '  Tlu-y  wiy  \\\vy  art*  ti»  m»i't  iii'xt  nii  tli«>  north  •«l»l« 
of  jIh'  hiwii  iiiitl  i(voi«l  till'  l>ri«lp;i'«.'  Ihikf, — '  Kvrry  Kth'Ml  run 
Ih'  niii<l«'  II  l»ri<ln«' :     I  iiin  nfnp  ilinn  iitiy>?|ii>n>.'     ('iiinftftf//. — 

*  If* your  Itriu'"'  liml  •tMnnmiT'lnl  Purn  on  iIm-  2'')tli  of  l''»'liruary, 
LouiM  Pliili|>|H>  would  Mtill  liuv<>  U-cn  on  tlM>  tliron«>.'     i>iikr.-~ 

*  U  wouM  liuvt'  iMi'n  nil  t>ii.<«y  niiittrr.  I  hIioiiM  |iiiv«>  niiiii«>  llio 
TiilN'rit'M  H<>«'iir«>,  uml  liiivi>  kept  my  cttniiininiciitionM  o|N>n.'  TIk'Ii, 
innrr  mud,  laying  liolil  of  my  anii  ami  N|M>al<iii);  vrry  loud,  and 
|H>lntin^  witli  lii^  linger,  lie  additl,  'AlwavK  k(>«>|t  your  «*oiiiinun- 


i<iiH< 


oiiH  o|N>n  anil  you  iicni  iiavf  iiotrnn^  i 


ith 


TliiM   nMiiindM  nic  of  tlii>  ntriki 


'»K   '♦I 


Hi"! 


:.ar, 
li   li 


(•   math'  on 


till 


Af'tfiian  diMa-ttiTH,  wliirii  lie  entirely  art4'rilH><l  to  our  (ieiienil  not 
h'rpiuij  li'iH  rommunii'otloim  itftfn, 

V^uriouH  otiier  jM'erM  at'terwanN  olVenii  tlie  Duke  their  am- 
((nUulutioiiH,  and  lie  |iM)ke<l  ko  niiieli  deli^llte<l  that  I  rt>ully 
licliuve  lie  wuM  not  more  iileiiMttl  the  day  uAer  the  Imttle  of 
WuterltM).  No  OIK)  WUH  more  rejoiii><l  that  the  afl'iiir  went  of!' 
without  liliMidHhod. 

Tiord  liUiiNdowne  tohl  nie  that  he  had  yentenlay  M<>en  (iuixot, 
who  wtiM  loHt  in  admiration  at  the  manner  in  which  the  inhalii- 
tantM  of  Ij4m<lon  hud  eondiieted  theniM'lveN.  There  niUMt  lie 
dee|)  diHapiMiintment  to-<lay  in  Parin.  [  am  jurtt  i^oin^;  to  a 
('al)inet.  Wv.  hIiuII  Ih>  more  li^ht-hearted  than  when  we  awwi'iiii- 
hhnl  at  liord  John  *  on  Sunday  eveuinjj;. 


JOUKNAL. 

April  /?,  1S4S. —  .  .  .  Still  we  «luill  have  formldahle  work 
with  the  C'lmrtiHts  in  Eiifrlwiid,  and  still  more  with  the  R('|M'aler«* 
and  Confederates  in  Ireland.  I  suj^j^eHted  and  dr«'W  the  Hill 
now  pjuwing  throuf^h  the  House  of  C'ommoiiH  for  rediicinji;  the 
offences  created  hy  the  Act  of  17!><)  from  treason  to  felony,  and 
extendinj^  the  same  law  to  Ireland,  where  at  present  there  is  no 
punishment  for  any  revolutionary  nu>vement,  except  treatini;  it 
as  a  niisdeniwMior  or  lus  high  treason  under  25  Edw.  HI.    Home- 


308 


LIFE  OF  LORD  CAMPBELL. 


[1848. 


thing  must  be  done  to  put  down  the  open  preaching  of  separa- 
Uon  and  the  avowed  preparation  for  armed  rebellion. 

We  have  been  very  dull  in  the  House  of  Lords,  for  Lord 
Brougham  has  been  detained  by  illness  at  Cannes,  and  only 
re-appeared  two  days  ago. 

In  February  and  March  I  attended  in  the  Judicial  Commit- 
tee of  the  Privy  Council  almost  daily,  and,  since,  I  have  been 
assisting  in  hearing  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Chan- 
cellor continues  robust.  He  comes  to  the  Cabinet  as  little  as 
possible ;  but  he  continues  to  do  his  judicial  business  with  nearly 
the  same  vigor  and  ability  as  before. 

I  go  on  steadily  with  my  *  Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices,'  and 
to-day  I  have  finished  off  Sir  Edward  Coke. 

April  SI. — The  Sedition  Bill  has  now  passed,  and  we  have 
reached  the  Easter  holidays.  It  is  something  for  me  to  have 
originated  a  measure  which  will  have  a  lasting  influence  upon 
the  law  against  political  offences  in  this  country.  I  do  not 
believe  that  high  treason,  which  has  sounded  in  the  ears  of 'Eng- 
lishmen for  so  many  centuries,  will  be  much  more  heard  of.  I 
prophesy  that  it  will  be  long  before  we  have  another  trial  for 
high  treason ;  and  Frost's,  which  I  conducted,  may  retnain  the 
last,  unless  there  should  be  (which  is  very  improbable)  an 
actual  attempt  upon  the  life  of  the  Sovereign.  'Constructive 
treason '  is  gone  forever,  there  being  now  a  plain,  easy,  popular 
mode  of  proceeding  substituted,  by  which  incipient  traitors  may 
be  prosecuted  aa  felons,  and  transported  beyond  the  seas. 

The  Bill  has  already  produced  a  good  effect  in  Ireland.  Dis- 
affection is  there  as  rife  as  ever,  but  the  open  preaching  of  rebel- 
lion is  checked,  and  the  fear  of  an  outbreak  has  subsided. 

LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Stratheden  House,  May,  1848. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  think  I  ought  to  tell  you  the 
compliment  paid  to  me  by  the  Prince  of  Prussia,*  whom  we 


*  The  present  Qermaa  Emperor. — Ed. 
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met  at  dinner  on  Wednesday  at  Bunsen's.  He  said  he  had 
heard  much  of  my  great  biographical  work.  I  answered  that 
it  was  only  for  the  English.  'Pardon  me,*  he  replied,  *it  has  a 
high  reputation  and  is  read  all  over  Eurojie.'  I  was  more 
tickled  by  his  observing  to  me  that  my  daughter  spoke  Germam 
beautifully. 

House  of  Lords,  May  15, 1848. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  wish  I  could  find  something 
in  the  Royal  christening  to  amuse  you — but  it  was  dull. 

Sitting  near  the  Duke  of  Wellington  in  the  chapel,  he  said  he 
was  to  have  his  Waterloo  dinner  this  year  on  the  19th  of  June, 
as  tlyj  18th  is  a  Sunday.  Campbell. — *  Your  Grace  did  not  mind 
fighting  the  battle  on  a  Sunday.'  Duke. — *  It  was  a  work  of 
necessity.'  I  told  him,  which  he  did  not  seem  to  be  aware  of, 
that  the  battle  of  Edgehill  was  fought  by  the  Puritans  against 
Chai'les  I.  on  a  Sunday.  In  the  evening  he  introduced  me  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  little  boy  running  up  to  him  when 
I  was  standing  by,  he  said  to  him,  *  Do  you  know  Lord  Cam- 
mel?  Yv.d  should  know  Ijord  Cammel?'  So  I  shook  hands 
with  his  Royal  Highness. 

All  danger  in  Ireland  has  blown  over  for  the  present,  but  look- 
ing towards  France  the  sky  is  very  black.  If  we  could  only  remain 
at  peace  with  honor,  we  should  do  very  well.  The  danger  is  that 
the  new  republic  may  do  something  so  outrageous  as  to  drive  us 
to  war. 


JOURNAL. 

July  S8. — The  session  of  Parliament  draws  to  a  close,  and  the 
Whigs  are  still  in  office.  We  have  been  in  great  jeopardy,  par- 
ticularly on  the  question  respecting  relief  to  be  given  to  the  West 
Indians.  In  three  days  I  thought  we  must  be  irrecoverably  gone. 
For  the  first  time  there  was  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  coalition 
of  Peelites  and  Protectionists  against  us.  Peel  himself  stood 
by  the  Government  j  but  his  subordinates,  Lincoln,  Goulburn, 
Gladstone  and  Cardwell,  were  very  eager  for  our  defeat,  in  the 
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hoi>e  that  they  might  have  come  in.  Yet  I  hnvc  no  notion  of 
the  f^rounds  of  their  calculation,  for  their  party  is  not  numerous 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  the  House  of  liords  it  lias 
hardly  the  shadow  of  an  existence.  There  Stanley  gains  strength 
as  head  of  the  ProtedioniHts,  but  I  hardly  know  a  peer  who 
would  acknowledge  Peel  as  Chief. 

Lord  Lansdowne  has  performetl  admirably  as  loader  in  our 
House.  I  had  rather  a  mean  opinion  of  him  when  he  was  in 
op])osition,  and  I  thought  his  style  of  speaking  turgid  and  vapid. 
As  organ  of  the  Government  he  has  not  only  shown  sound  dis- 
cretion and  tAct,  but  on  several  occasions  he  has  spoken  most 
admirably,  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  proud  to  serve  under 
him.  He  has,  at  all  events,  a  great  advantage  over  our  Premier 
in  mannei's.  Lord  John  is  constantly  giving  oflcnce  by  coldness 
and  indiflPercnce,  which  induce  i  belief  that  he  is  proud  and  inso- 
lent. To  us  who  know  him  this  defect  is  of  small  importance; 
but  country  gentlemen,  merchants  and  lawyers,  who  are  well 
affected  to  the  party,  he  drives  into  the  Opposition  lobby  by 
withholding  from  them  a  nod  or  a  smile.  Lansciowne  makes 
every  man  who  approaches  him  dearer  to  himself  (nibi  canorcm), 
and  at  the  same  time  is  a  model  of  a  high-bred  gentleman. 

Between  Brougham  and  me  there  is  at  present  an  entente  cordi- 
ale.  We  not  only  do  not  spar,  but  we  conipliment  each  other.  He 
has  lent  me  the  MS.  of  his  History  of  Henry  V.,  written  on  the 
principles  of  historical  composition  for  which  he  contends  in  his 
Life  of  Rol^ertson.  It  is  not  badly  done,  but  I  do  not  think  it 
will  add  much  to  his  literary  fame. 

By  great  trouble,  patience  and  management,  I  have  carried 
through  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  for  abolishing  Scotch 
Entails,  the  Bill  for  establishing  in  Scotland  a  Register  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  the  Bill  for  amending  the  Law 
of  Marriage  in  Scotland,  the  Public  Health  Bill  and  a  number 
of  minor  Bills  for  improving  the  administration  of  justice.  I 
may  say  that  I  do  the  Chancellor's  work  in  the  House  of 
Lords  as  well  as  in  the  Cabinet.  He  thinks  of  nothing  but  his 
business  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.     He  very  often  does  not 
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come  to  the  Cabinet,  and  he  might  juHt  as  well  stay  away  alto- 
gether. 

I  have  had  seveml  interesting  conversations  lately  with  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  and  this  very  day  he  was  good-natured 
enough  to  explain  to  me  the  military  dispositions  he  had  mode 
in  Ireland :  one  army  to  be  sttvtioned  near  Clonmel  and  another 
near  Dublin ;  showing  me  the  base  ol  their  oponitions,  and  how 
they  could  put  down  every  move  of  the  relxils ;  thus  concluding : 
'And  now,  not  a  cat  can  jump  in  Ireland  without  my  permission.' 

What  dreary  work  we  have  had  with  this  threatened  Irish 
rebellion  !  Yesterday  all  London  was  thrown  into  a  state  of  con- 
sternation from  a  hoax  practiced  on  the  dire(!tors  of  the  electric 
telegraph  in  Liverpool,  who  transmitted  a  message  to  all  the 
newspapers  *  that  there  had  been  dreadful  fighting  in  the  South 
of  Ireliuid,  that  the  troops  were  disaffected  and  were  beaten,  and 
that  the  railways  were  in  the  power  of  the  insurgents.'  A  Cab- 
inet was  called.  John  Russell  tried  to  look  firm,  but  was  evi- 
dently much  appalletl,  and  we  were  all  in  deep  dismay.  The 
Duke  of  Wellington  was  sent  for,  and  orders  were  issued  for 
pouring  in  reinforcements  of  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
ships  of  war  from  all  quarters.  . 

These  orders  arc  by  no  means  thrown  away,  for  rebellion  is 
imminent,  and  notliiiig  but  force  can  restrain  it. 

I  have  been  still  :>iore  alarmed  by  the  reports  of  the  reappear- 
ance of  the  potato  plague.  This  would  be  a  greater  calamity  than 
rebellion  and  cholera  put  together.  I  look  forward  to  it  with 
the  greatest  horror.  After  England  has  been  drained  of  her 
resources  to  feed  the  destitute  Irish,  they  now  accuse  us  of  hav- 
ing brought  famine  and  pestilence  upon  them.  The  Poor  Law, 
which  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  utter  failure  of  the  food  of 
the  people,  is  one  great  cause  of  the  disaffection  prevailing  among 
the  higher  classes  of  Irishmen,  who  are  absurdly  disposed  to 
impute  all  their  sufferings  to  English  connection.  One  shocking 
circumstance  attending  a  new  famine  in  Ireland  at  present  would 
be  that  the  Irish,  1  fear,  would  be  allowed  to  perish  without  any 
assistance  from  England.     The  people  here  are  so  exasperated 
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and  disgusted  by  the  ingratitude  and  the  folly  of  the  Irish,  that 
all  Christian  charity  towards  them  is  cxtinguishc<l. 

I  suppose  that  party  struggles  arc  now  over  for  this  session, 
and  that  we  must  remain  in  till  Parliament  meets  again.  Our 
safety  lies  in  the  division  of  our  opponents,  not  in  our  own 
strength.  .  .  .  We  have  sustJiinetl  a  heavy  loss  of  credit  by  the 
retirement  of  Macaulay.  He  certainly  was  of  no  use  in  the  Cab- 
net,  and  he  has  no  administrative  powers ;  but  from  his  literary 
and  rhetorical  reputation  he  was  an  ornament  to  the  Adminin- 
tration,  and  he  could  occasionally  make  a  speech  in  the  House  of 
Commons  which  was  of  considerable  service  to  us. 

Lord  John  having  in  1846  offered  to  take  Lincoln,  Sidney 
Herbert,  and  Dalhousie  into  his  Cabinet,  I  wonder  that  he  has 
not  since  formed  a  coalition  with  the  Peelltcs,  ibr  in  political 
opinions  there  is  really  no  difference  between  him  and  them. 
But  on  neither  side  does  any  such  notion  seem  to  be  entertained 
at  present.  I  wish  we  were  strengthened,  although  I  should  not 
like  to  give  up  the  Duchy  to  a  Poelite  rcca'uit,  and  I  do  not  know 
■who  might  be  called  upon  to  retire  for  the  public  gtxxl ! 

Having  finished  the  life  of  Lord  Hale,  I  have  been  amusing 
myself  with  sketches  of  the  early  Chief  Justiciars,  and  in  ordi- 
nary times  I  think  1  could  have  made  a  gootl  deal  of  Odo 
Bishop  of  Bayeux,  Glanville,  &c. ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  in 
future  there  will  be  more  interest  in  past  history  than  that  excited 
by  the  fossil  skeleton  of  a  m:immoth.  The  fact  is  that  all  read- 
ing is  suspended  except  that  of  newspapers.  A  number  of  the 
'Times'  is  almost  occupation  for  a  whole  day,  and  the  events  of 
absorbing  importance  which  it  narrates  make  all  other  reading 
wholly  vapid. 

[The  session  being  over  he  went  north,  paying  a  visit  to  Lord 
Brougham  on  his  way  to  Scotland. — Ed.] 

Hartrigge,  Sunday,  September  11, 1848. 

My  dear  Brother: —  .  .  .  Our  visit  to  Brougham  went 
off"  exceedingly  well.     The  place  itself  is  very  beautiful  and  very 
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interesting,  antl  we  met  witl?  a  very  hoHpituble  reception.  My 
noble  and  learne<l  friend  is  ohnrgeahle  rather  witli  incomiancy 
than  dupUcUi/.  Some  people  smile  in  yonr  face  at  the  moment 
when  they  would  Ik;  <lolighted  to  plant  a  <laggcr  in  )  our  heart, 
but  Brougham  in  ac^ting  a  part  (like  other  great  performers) 
believes  himself  to  be  what  he  appears,  and  his  benevolent 
feelings,  if  transitory,  are  real.  Should  he  next  week  write  a 
malignant  article  against  me  in  the  '  Morning  Herald,'  I 
should  not  at  all  my  that  he  had  been  insincere  while  I  war:  his 
guest. 

Having  so  much  justly  to  be  proud  of  there  is  nothing  that 
he  cares  to  talk  about  connected  with  himstilf  exiiept  the  anti(piity 
and  greatness  of  his  race.  In  the  church  of  Brougham  there 
was  the  grave  of  an  E<lwardus  de  Broham,  who  accompanied 
Richard  I.  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  fought  many  stout  battles 
against  the  Saracens.  My  noble  and  learned  friend  lately  opened 
his  eoflin,  brought  away  his  skull,  framed  it  and  placed  it  in  his 
baronial  hall,  under  the  purse  which  contained  the  Great  Seal 
of  England.  Being  called  upon  to  admire  the  grinning  Cru- 
sader, I  eould  only  say  that  *  I  was  much  struck  by  the  family 
likeness  between  him  and  his  illustrious  descendant — particu- 
larly in  the  lengthinesa  of  the  jaw.^ 

The  hall  in  which  Sir  Edward  appears  is  hung  round  with 
coats  of  mail  and  old  armor,  and  here  you  dine  in  baronial 
splendor.  The  whole  house  is  fitted  up  in  the  same  taste,  and 
externally  has  the  aspect  of  a  feudal  castle.  But,  with  these 
follies,  the  master  of  the  mansion  treated  us  with  cordial  hospi- 
tality, and  in  my  honor  produced  wine  from  his  cellar  which 
Sir  Edward  might  have  brought  home  from  Palestine,  having 
received  it  as  a  present  from  Saladin. 

We  had  a  grand  ball  to  celebrate  the  birthday  of  William 
Brougham's  eldest  son,  who,  in  derogation  of  the  right  of  blood 
which  is  in  John's  eldest  son,  is  to  be  called  to  the  throne. 

On  Friday  we  had  a  delightful  drive  by  Carlisle  across  the 
Border.  The  Esk  and  the  rivers  running  to  the  west  were  swol- 
len and  came  down  as  red  as  blood,  but  we  found  hardly  any 
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water  in  the  Tuviut  or  JvA,  uiul  Iicnrd  the  farinera  say  that  the 
harvest  was  going  on  most  prosperously. 


JOUUNAL. 

IlartrlygPf  September  13,  ISJ^S.-  —My  Journal  has  been  long 
neglected.  TIjIh  prwceds  very  much  from  my  reluctance  to  say 
anything  in  it  of  the  (lclil)cniti(»nH  of  the  Cabinet,  although  what 
I  write  cannot  be  hocu  by  any  one  till  a  time  when  disclosure 
could  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  public,  and  could  not  be  consid- 
ered a  breach  of  my  oath  as  a  Privy  Councillor. 

I  suppose  there  is  no  harm  in  saying  that  we  have  gone  on  very 
cordially,  notwithstanding  dilfcrcnces  of  opinion,  and  that  as  yet 
there  has  been  nothing  approaching  to  a  npUt. 

During  the  late  session  we  have  been  damaged  in  the  House 
of  Commons  by  'financial  blunders;'  but,  upon  the  whole,  we 
stand  well  in  i)ublic  opinion  by  having  suppressed  the  Chartist 
movement,  crushed  the  Irish  rebellion,  and  [)reserved  peace  with 
foreign  nations.  Fortunately,  no  progress  has  been  made  in 
forming  any  party  which  «'an  be  formidable  to  us.  There  was 
a  danger,  if  the  difficulties  of  the  nation  had  increased,  of  a  gen- 
eral call  for  the  restoration  of  Peel,  under  whose  last  adminis- 
tration there  had  been  much  seeming  prosperity.  Now,  however, 
he  is  not  only  most  odious  to  the  Protectionists,  but  the  prestiffe 
of  his  name  among  commercial  men  is  leather  passing  away,  and 
he  has  incurred  oblocpiy,  when  he  deserved  the  highest  credit, 
from  his  policy  respecting  the  cunrnoi/.  We  arc  infinitely 
indebted  to  him  for  establishing  a  metallic  circulation,  for 
securing  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes,  and  for  repressing  the 
abuses  of  paper  issues. 

Lord  Geoi'ge  Bentinck  has  i)roved  himself  utterly  incapable  of 
being  the  head  of  a  party,  and,  though  he  may  annoy  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  not  only  cannot  himself  be  formidable,  but  he  is 
serviceable  in  preventing  a  better  qualified  opponent  from 
comins:  forward.  Disraeli  must  be  satisfied  with  the  iclat  of 
making  brilliant  speeches.     He  might  get  over  the  recollection 
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uf  his  l)eing  n  Jew  nnd  nn  adventurer;  but  n  nad  misohnnoe 
t'ompelH  him  nt  pm^i'iit  to  advootite  principlcH  which  can  never 
be  again  adopted  by  any  (jrovt'rnnient  in  thin  country. 

Lord  Stanley  has  exhibited  acbnirable  powcrH  hh  a  (lcl)ater,  and 
the  old  Tory  aristocracy  are  much  in(!linc<l  to  gather  round  him; 
but  he  is  not  rcj^anlcd  as  a  safV;  man,  and  he  has  not  only  no  fol- 
lowing ill  the  House  of  Commons,  but  even  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  during  the  governments  of  Lords  Grey  and  Mel- 
bourne the  Whigs  had  no  chan(!e  whenever  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient to  throw  out  their  measures,  Iw  has  been  defeated  as  often 
as  he  has  ventured  to  muster  his  strength  and  to  ha/ard  a 
division. 

Ilnrtriyge,  October  23,  1S4S. — 1  am  now  setting  off  to 
attend  a  Cabinet  Couiuiil  in  Downing  Street  to-morrow,  after 
having  spent  six  weeks  here  in  the  profoundest  tranquillity.  I 
have  known  nothing  of  politics  except  from  the  *  Times '  news- 
paper. I  had  a  letter  from  Lord  John  Russell  while  he  was  at 
Balmoral  with  the  Queen,  and  all  the  intelligence  it  conveyed 
was  that  her  Majesty,  and  the  Prince,  and  the  Royal  children 
were  in  perfect  health. 

Forgetting  and  forgot  as  I  seem  to  be  during  the  vacation,  I 
have  been  most  happy.  My  spare  iiir);ii(iits  when  my  children 
were  engaged  and  I  could  not  ride  or  walk  with  them,  or  practice 
archery,  or  play  at  bowls  or  backgammon  with  them,  or  read  to 
them,  or  hear  them  repeat  their  vc/'«  dc  soci(-U,  I  have  employed 
upon  the  life  of  Lord  Mansfield,  of  which  I  have  now  written 
158  MS.  quarto  pages,  to  the  end  of  the  review  of  his  judicial 
decisions.  If  the  world  should  ever  again  be  quiet,  and  men 
have  curiosity  to  look  back  upon  the  past,  I  have  rather  gootl 
hopes  of  my  Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices.  But  as  yet  no  one  can 
read  anything  except  the  newspapers,  and  if  Macaulay's  long 
expected  *  History  of  England '  were  to  come  out,  it  would 
cause  little  sensation.  We  seem  to  have  arrived  at  an  entirely 
new  era  in  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  The  religious  move- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  Reformation  was  nothing  to  the  political 
movement  which  we  now  behold.     The  cement  which   held 
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Boolety  together  Is  Hiuldonly  (1Ih3o1vo<1,  mu\  It  Hoom«  almiit  to 
l)ccoriiu  u  (;oni'iiMC4l  heap  of  ruins.  [  hIioiiIiI  not  mind  Hccing 
kings  uiid  nobles  nwopt  away,  if  anything  Ixittor  were  to  corno 
in  their  place;  hut  the  tyranny  of  ConiinuniHtM  and  8<Miialistfl 
may  Im;  more  galling;  and,  deniring  only  wliat  is  nioHt  fur  the 
general  ImppineHH,  I  Hee  nothing  to  hope. 

Slrnthfdcn  Houmc,  Odohrr  JJf. — I  am  again  in  liondon,  and 
we  have  had  our  C'ahiiHit,  IiIh  Kxeellency  the  liord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  having  Iwen  present.  Ireland  was  of  course  the 
subject  of  our  deliln'ration.  I  can  say  no  more  at  present  than 
that  I  am  appointed  one  of  a  committee  of  seven,  to  consider  a 
plan  by  which  Ireland  may  be  tranquilli/ed  and  the  empire  may 
be  saved.     Gml  send  us  a  good  deliverance! 

January  11,  184.9. — I  continued  in  London  all  aUine  till  the 
20th  of  Deceml)cr,  attending  the  sittings  of  the  ilndicial  Com- 
mittee. In  Brougham's  absence  we  went  on  very  quietly,  and 
much  to  the  satisfa(!tion  of  the  public ;  my  colleagues  being  Lord 
Langdale,  Baron  Parke,  and  Pemberton  Leigh.  The  first  is  a 
very  poor  hand,  although  exceedingly  painstaking  and  anxious 
to  do  what  is  right.  Parke  is  not  only  the  senior  but  the 
soundest  Common  Law  judge.  Penilwrton  Leigh  is  to  be  Peel's 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  a  very  good  one  he  will  make,  although  it 
will  not  answer  for  him  to  live  in  retirement  as  a  (country  gentle- 
man much  longer,  if  he  is  to  play  a  part  in  public  life.* 

I  have  spent  three  weeks  most  happily  at  Hartrigge  in  the 
bosom  of  my  family.  A  gloom  was  occasioned  by  the  cholera 
raging  in  Jedburgh.  But  I  was  under  no  serious  apprehension 
for  my  own  safety,  and,  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  the  people,  I 


*  Augutt,  1855. — When  Mr.  Pemberton  he  declined  the  offer  of  becoming 
Solicitor-General.  He  afterwardi  succeeded  to  a  very  large  landed  estate, 
retired  from  the  bar,  changed  his  name  to  Leigh,  became  a  country  squire, 
and  kept  fox-houndn.  But  he  accepted  the  titular  appointment  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Duchy  of  Cornwall,  and  ho  has  continued  ever  since  to  attend  the 
Judicial  Committee,  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  public,  for  he  makes  an 
admirable  judge,  and  his  law  seems  as  fresh  an  if  he  were  still  in  full  practice 
as  a  barrister.  I  have  recommended  that  he  should  be  made  a  peer,  to  assist 
in  the  Appeal  business  of  the  House  of  Lords,  which  has  got  into  a  sad  state. 
[He  became  Lord  Kingsdowa  in  1858,  and  died  in  18&7. — Eo.] 
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went  into  tho  town  daily.  My  Icirturo  moments  I  amuHetl  with 
the  Chief  JuMticoH,  luid  I  huvo  now  done  them  all  iVoni  the 
ConqucHt  to  the  Comnionwcuhh,  with  Hale,  Holt  and  ManHfield^ 
HO  that  I  may  flniMh  off*  tho  whole  work  in  a  few  months. 

The  first  two  volumes  of  Macuulay's  History  have  had  a  inowt 
brilliant  success,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  work  has 
meretricious  attractions  which  may  pall  upon  the  public  t4iste. 
There  can  l)e  no  doubt  that,  to  prmluce  a  startling  effect,  the 
author  does  exaggerate  very  much,  if  he  may  be  defended  from 
positive  misrepresenting.  I  rejoice  that  such  good  principles  as 
those  whi(;h  he  inculcates  should  be  found  in  such  a  popular  work. 
The  party  of  Young  Englanders  who  denouncttd  the  Revolution 
of  1688  as  a  crime  are  demolished,  and  (which  is  of  more  conse- 
quence) a  severe  blow  is  given  to  the  Chartists  and  the  ultra- 
Riulicals. 

I  arrived  here  yesterday  to  attend  a  Cabinet  called  in  conse- 
quents of  the  death  of  Lord  Auckland.  I  very  much  lament 
this  event.  I  have  never  known  any  man  so  earnestly  and 
steadily  bent  upon  doing  his  duty  to  the  State.  He  was  a  very 
poor  hand  at  speaking,  and  I  do  not  think  he  was  a  man  safely 
to  originate  great  measures,  but  as  an  administrator  he  was 
unequalled. 

Are  we  to  have  Sir  James  Graham  as  his  successor?  I 
entirely  approve  of  the  offer  being  made  to  him.  He  would 
considerably  strengthen  the  Government,  and  he  would  fill  the 
office  advantageously  for  the  public.  Lord  Lincoln  and  the 
Peel  clique  will  be  against  his  joining  us,  but  Peel  himself  can- 
not dissuade  him  without  making  an  immediate  attempt  to 
resume  power. 

January  13. — The  negotiation  for  bringing  in  Sir  James 
Graham  is  at  an  end.  He  seemed  at  first  inclined  to  accept  the 
offer,  and  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  Lord  John's  explana- 
tions respecting  the  policy  of  the  Government ;  but  afterwards 
said  that  our  financial  difficulties,  our  foreign  policy,  and  our 
African  squadron  frightened  him,  and  that  he  felt  he  could  not 
join  us  without  damaging  his  character.     He  missed  seeing  Sir 
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Uoburt  PtHil,  whom  hu  meant  to  huvu  coiiNiiItutl,  and  he  proCcHisitl 
to  act  oiUircly  for  liimMtlf.  I  pn>Miitiu'  Ik;  tliiiikM  tliiit  thu  prtncnt 
Atlm'iiUMtmtion,  uvcii  with  hin  iiMHiMtaiui',  could  not  htMt,  ot*  that 
]it'  hitiiHcIC  hiH  ».<-haii(H>  to  have  thu  (ormatioii  of  another  if 
P<H>I  Hhould  dci^iinc  comin^^  into  otllcc. 

Ft'hi'Hiiiji  0. — Parliament  met  on  the  Iwt,  and  we  Inive  nmde 
a  much  iM'tter  Htart  than  [  ex|M>ctc<l.  Stanley  in  the  Ilouneof 
LordH  lM)ldly  unfurhnl  the  Imnncr  of  I'nttection,  and  intimated 
that  he  waM  to  take  u  diviHion  on  the  rentoration  of  tho  Corn 
fitiwH.     To  my  tiHtoniHlimont,  LyndhurHt  |iair(>d  ot!'  for  him. 

Although  Stanley  ran  us  very  clone,  he  otfende<l  the  Peelitc 
|)een4  ho  much  that  they  can  never  (xxileMH;  with  him,  and  u 
Govcrment  of  pure  Protection iHtM  w  impoHsihle. 

In  the  ComniouH  DiHraeli  wom  iuHtallctl  as  Iciuler,  hut,  not- 
withstanding \m  clever  H[)eecheM,  he  cnnnot  be  a  very  formidable 
opponent.  PalmerHton  made  a  capital  defence  of  his  foreign 
policy,  and  turned  the  Houue  quite  in  his  favor. 


LETTKRfl  TO  SIR  OEOROE  CAMPBELL. 

HouHo  of  Lordu,  Monday,  February  12, 1849. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  am  here  again  at  the  old  dull 
work,  hearing  a  Scotch  ap{)cal. 

I  was  obliged  to  make  an  excursion  to  Windsor  on  Saturday 
and,  having  an  audience  before  Prince  Albert's  return  to  lunch, 
I  was  with  the  Queen  in  her  closet  aolm  cum  sold.  But  I 
should  first  tell  you  my  difficulty  about  getting  from  the  station 
at  Slough  to  the  Castle.  When  we  go  down  for  a  Council  wc 
have  a  special  train  and  carriages  providctl  for  us.  I  consulted 
Morpeth,  who  answered, '  I  can  only  tell  you  how  I  went  last — 
on  the  top  of  an  omnibus.  But  the  Queen  was  a  little  shocked.' 
I  asked  how  she  found  it  out.  He  said  that  he  had  told  her 
himself  to  amuse  her — but  that  I  should  be  quite  en  rlgle  by 
driving  up  in  a  cab  or  fly.  So  I  drove  up  in  ray  one-horse  con- 
veyance, and  the  lord-in-waitiug  announced  my  arrival  to  her 
Majesty.     I  was  shown  into  the  Royal  closet,  a  very  small  room 
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with  oiM'  window,  nii«l  wmmi  .sIh>  ontcn*!  I»y  iiiiMtlicr  »|iM»r  iill 
RJonr.  My  liiisiiH-HN  wns  tli*>  ii|>[i<iiiitiii''iit  nf  ^iitTill'  for  tlio 
Coiiiify  l*alutiii<>,  wliirji  wo  hooii  <l«'.s|)iitc|if4l.  Sht>  tli«'ii  tall<c<l 
of  tlic  Htatc  of  tilt)  flniuictHot'  the  Dticliy  .  ,  .  ami  I  ventured 
to  olVci*  her  my  relieit^UionH  on  the  return  ot'  thm  auHpieioiiM  day 
her  wwhlinn-ilay. 

I  lunehed  with  tho  niaid^  of  honor,  and  ^«)t  haek  in  time  to 
tAkc  a  part  in  very  important  deliiieratioiiH  in  the  ('al)inet. 

I  Haw  HroUKhani  tliiH  morning  at  tlie  Judieial  Comniittei>. 
Fie  iH  now  mad  alM>ut  the  supposed  o[>tieal  diMi'uvery  on  whieh 
he  linH  Ihh'U  e«)rre>«pondinj5  with  Hrewster.  Ho  says  that  'Now- 
toQ  hud  very  nearly  hit  upon  it.' 

Hnnoe  of  Lortid,  February  Ifl,  1849. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  Brouirham  has  l)een  K'vinj;  nm 
an  amunin^  a('<'ount  of  ]m  exeetitorship  nn  n-prewntativi^  of 
liord  MoUiourne.  He  njiyn  he  Meal«'»l  up,  without  readinjj,  all 
the  eorroHj)<)ndence  during  the  time  when  he  and  MellMJurno 
were  at  enmity.  I  said  to  him,  '  I  anj  glad  of  it,  for  G(kI  knowM 
what  letters  you  might  have  found  to  him  from  Jac^k  Campbell.' 
I  expect  him  to  dine  with  me  to-morrow,  and  at  present  we  are 
sworn  friends. 

The  law  lords  are  very  much  amused  by  a  book  which  Sugden 
has  just  published,  abusing  all  the  decisions  of  the  House  of 
Lords  for  the  last  twenty  years.  I  come  in  for  a  share  of  his 
satire,  but  in  good  company. 


February  27, 1849. 

My  dear  Brother: —  ...  I  hope  you  are  not  much 
shocked  by  Joseph  Hume  denouncing  me  as  a  sitiecurist.  As 
far  as  the  Duchy  is  concerned,  he  is  not  far  from  the  truth ;  but 
I  do  not  think  that  the  country  has  a  bad  bargain  in  i)aying  me 
£2000  a  year  for  what  I  do  in  the  Cabinet,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  in  the  Judicial  Comiaittee,  and  as  a  Lord  of  Trade  and 
Plantations. 


1  .V : 
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Strnthniinn  Itoiiiit,  Muri'li  It),  ime, 

My  dkau  HiUKriiKit: —  ...  I  iUiuhI  ycNUtnluy  ut  tlio  Ixm- 
(loll  Tuvvrii  tiiid  Hut  b«'tw('(>ii  llunliii^i;  uiid  IIobhoUNO,  m  that 
\sii  had  u  very  full  and  (!«)ii(id(>titial  diM'iiMMioii  o(  Punjab  utluiiit. 
Ilardint^u  fought  all  \\'\h  [NittlcH  over  again,  and  oxplalnMl  to  u» 
liow  h«  iimiiagttl  (f(»ugh,  who  wiw  for  fighting  wry  iiidiacrLftly. 
Ho  oiK'o  nioru  cnt(>ri-d  into  a  dofcncu  of  hiit  policy,  and  pointed 
out  th(>  HorioiiH  dinhMtlticH  in  the  way  of  annexation.  IIu  iiiHiHtJi 
upon  it,  howuvvr,  that  ho  did  aniittx  onu-half,  and  thu  l>fHt  half, 
of  thu  8ikh  [KHMcHHionM  to  our  Indian  Kinpiru.  Wu  iMicaniu  very 
thirlc,  and  hu  brought  mo  from  Bi8ho)Mgato  Stroot  to  I^idy  Pal- 
luei'Htun'ti. 

JOURNAL. 


Strnlhrden  IToxMe,  Mtni  IJ^, — Wo  have  gone  through  a  minlH- 
tcrial  crisiH.  Tho  Navigation  Bill  being  ncwfwarily  brought 
forward,  it  pasHctl  the  C'omnionH  by  a  coiiHiderablo  majority,  but 
there  woh  a  great  doubt  whether  it  would  not  b<'  rejeettnl  by  the 
liordn.  AVo  renolved  to  stake  our  exiatonco  u|M)n  it,  and  I 
heartily  concurred  in  thiw  rosolution,  wliich  was  finally  taken  at 
a  Cabinet  dinner  which  I  gave  in  this  house.  It  hcoiiih  Htmngo 
primd  facie  to  allow  tho  Lords  to  Hubvert  the  Oovcrnment 
uguiiiHt  tho  will  of  tho  CommoiiH,  but  wo  were  8o  uireuiu.stanced 
that  wo  could  not  have  held  office  with  any  dignity  or  advan- 
tage after  the  loss  of  this  measure,  and  we  should  have  boon  bo 
discrinlitcd  that  we  must  soon  have  l)oon  kicked  out  on  some 
ignoble  occasion. 

Had  we  not  formed  and  announced  this  resolution,  the  meas- 
ure would  certainly  have  been  lost ;  tho  dread  of  a  change  of 
Ministry  and  of  a  dissolution  of  Parliamemt,  has  carried  us  over 
the  se<!oiid  reading.  The  battle  is  to  be  renewed  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  21st,  but  I  think  that  we  shall  be  victorious. 
The  breach  between  tho  Peelites  and  the  Protectionists,  on  which 
we  rely  for  safety,  is  wider  than  ever. 

Our  chief  prop  is  the  Duke  of  Wellington.    The  Queen  and 
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Princt!  AllM>rt  iiru  tMtth  Kciiuiiio  Fnw  Triiil<*rH,  nnd  hoMtilo  ti>  « 
Pr«>t(H!ti*»niHt  MiiiiHtry.  Priiut)  AUmtI  tlu'roiorw  wrotu  to  the 
Diiku  of  VVt'llin^toii  iukI  In'^K'**!  ^'i'"  ^*>  <*o»*ti«i*'r  not  only  t\w 
moritM  of  the  Xuvi^^iitioii  Hill,  hut  tli(>  tM>nM«i|U('iii'i*!4  of  Uh  rfJHv 
tioii,  iitiil  rci'civiHl  a  fiivoruMf  miMwrr. 

Mt'iuiwhilo  I  liavi>  lliiiHJitHl  tlio  <'oni|MMitioti  of  toy  '  LivcM  of 
the  Cliicf  JiiMti«'t>s/  iiml  the  work  is  in  th<>  |>n>HH.  I  uiii  print- 
itig  it  that  it  may  Im>  Mufc  wliiiti>vt>i'  may  lia|>|M>i)  to  tiii>,  Ixit  it  b 
not  to  \h)  puMisluHJ  till  tlii<  lM>(riniiiii<{  of  I)t<<'i'tulH'i'.  I  am  Hat- 
tvrcd  by  tliulin^  that  I  have  fonriii|i>ral>lf  Traiis-Atlaiitir  fame, 
for  my  '  r^ivcMof  tin*  (-'InuuH'llorM'  havn  Imh'ii  n«-;»riiit«'<l  in  IMiila- 
(Iclphia,  and  an  Amorituin  lMNikH(>llt>r  hib^  a^rccil  to  buy  500 
copies  of  my  *  Lives  of  the  Chiof  JnMtit'<'«.' 

Tho  oonvulHod  Mtatc  of  the  whoU)  continent  of  Enropo  In  Htill 
very  unfavorabli>  to  any  literary  nndrrtakin^,  oxrcpt  writing  in 
a  nowHpapt'r.  Daily  tlu'ro  aro  cvcntM  bf  to  read  in  the  'Timtw* 
far  more  interesting  than  ran  Im>  found  in  old  hintories,  and  I  um 
mortified  and  alarmed  when  [  consider  how  trifling  in  eompuri- 
Hon  are  the  tacts  which  1  have  to  relate. 

il/a//  -w'J. — The  Navigation  Hill  is  now  (luite  HfM'ure.  On  the 
second  reading,  of  peers  present  thtu'c  was  a  majority  of  four- 
teen against  us,  and  we  made  out  our  majority  of  tcin  by  calling 
proxies.  Stanley's  plan  wtw  to  crush  the  Bill  in  tho  Committee, 
where  proxies  are  not  recikoncHl. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  House  on  Monday  the  21  at  we  were  in 
despair,  for  three  Irish  peew  on  whom  we  <!ounted  were  ill  in 
betl,  and  we  had  met  with  other  (usualties.  However,  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and  the  Ministers  from  Paris  and  Vienna 
appearal,  and  as  the  debate  proceedeil  the  return  from  our 
whipper-in  wivs  more  favorable.  The  first  real  assurance  of 
viotory  came  from  Lord  Eglinton,  the  Protectionist  whipi)er-in, 
who  told  us  we  should  have  a  majority  of  thirteen.  And  so  it 
turned  out.  Protection  is  smashed  for  this  session.  Stanley 
made  a  wretched  figure  in  Committee,  having  attempted  to  show 
that  his  destructive  amendments  harmonizetl  with  the  principle 
of  the  Bill.    They  were  not  only  inconsistent  with  it,  but  di»- 
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tUNtcful  to  his  mlhcrontH,  and  aft<'r  having  for  u  week  or  two 
rcjilly  counted  on  a  trinniplml  entry  int(>  Downing  Street,  he 
lies  prostrate. 

The  Governnu'iit  in  now  quite  safe  till  the  beginning  of 
another  seHsiou,  although  the  destitiition  of  freland  eontinui's  a 
dreadful  Hourec  of  annoyance;  the  <'ontinent  of  Euro])c  is  in  a 
more dis*turl)ed  state  than  ever;  and  (worst  of  all)  the  revenue  is 
falling  oft*. 

The  Chancellor  is  suddenly  taken  seriously  ill.  Me  has  again 
ruptured  a  bloml-vessel,  and  has  been  in  bed  three  or  four  days. 
This  is  a  return  of  the  malady  which  he  htid  about  a  year  and  a 
half  ago.  r  liMve  been  elec^ted  Speaker  of  tlu?  Mt)UHe  of  Tionls 
the  last  three  days,  and  have  presided  on  the  woolsa(0<. 

Jiiiir  .'. — The  Chancellor  is  said  to  be  better,  but  he  is  still 
kept  in  bed  in  a  dark  room,  fed  on  iced  whey,  and  not  allowed 
to  talk  to  any  one.  By  liord  Fiansdownci's  directions,  when  the 
House  meets  on  Monday  I  am  to  taike  charge  of  any  Bills  which 
the  Chancellor  ought  to  carry  through  the  House  on  the  part  of 
the  Govermnent.  In  the  meantime,  the  judicial  business  of  the 
House,  as  well  jts  of  the  Court  of  C/hancery,  is  suspended. 

June  2:2. — I  have  entirely  forgotten  the  Chanc^ellor  in  my 
concern  at  the  departure  of  my  dear  boy  Ilally  for  the  East 
Indies.  This  is  a  very  sad  separation,  as  there  ia  a  very  strong 
probability  that  I  shall  never  sei;  his  face  again.  Last  Sunday 
morning  at  prayers,  my  wife  and  seven  children  knelt  down 
along  with  me  for  the  last  time,  and  there  is  almost  a  certainty 
that  we  shall  never  all  again  meet  in  this  world.  But  we  nnist 
submit  to  the  law  of  our  nature  and  the  will  of  God.  I  accom- 
panied him  to  Portsmouth,  saw  him  on  boai'd  the  vessel  whidi 
is  to  convey  him  to  Calcutta,  and  gave  him  my  blessing. 

I  am  roused  from  my  melancholy  by  the  exertions  I  am  obliged 
to  make  on  ac(!ount  of  Lord  Cotteidiam's  illness.  The  Irish 
Encumbered  Estates  Pill  and  the  other  Irish  measures  passing 
through  the  House  of  Lords  have  all  fallen  upon  rac,  and  I 
have  been  dreadfully  bothered  by  them,  but  I  have  got  through 
them  very  successfully.    Lord  John  Russell  told  me  to-day  that, 
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although  Lord  Cottcuhum  wu8  cxihx'UhI  tu  recover  there  iu  no 
chuuce  of  his  being  uble  to  return  to  buHinc^H  for  Home  weeks  to 
come,  and  that  the  plun  is,  to  get  through  the  session  without 
his  uttendaniH)  and  to  give  him  the  long  vtinition  to  regain  his 
strength. 

July  'M. — The  session  ends  very  <'n'ditui)ly  i'or  the  Govern- 
ment. Every  move  in  eitlier  House  of  Piirliainent,  either  by 
Protectionists  or  any  other  liostih;  section  of  luditicians,  has 
ended  in  their  ()wn  discomfiture.  It  was  thought  that  the  attack 
on  Palmerston's  foreign  polity  led  on  by  IJrougliam  would 
certainly  succeed,  but  by  the  nssistuncc  of  proxicM  we  had  a 
majority  of  twelve,  although  not  a  single  Pcclite  voted  with 
us.  Th(!  enmity  between  Protectionists  an«l  P(!elites  in  the 
House  of  Commons  is  greater  than  ever,  but  the  Peelite  j)eers, 
headetl  by  Aberdeen,  now  seem  very  much  inclined  to  enlist 
under  Stanley. 

Peel,  J  bcilievc,  has  no  longer  the  slightest  wish  to  return  to 
office.  Disraeli,  the  Tories  now  reluctantly  and  shamefa(«dly 
acknowledge  for  their  chief  in  the  House  of  Connnons.  He 
has  an  admirable  talent  for  speaking,  and  in  vituperation  he  is 
unrivalled,  but  he  is  ignorant  of  political  economy,  without 
which  no  (tne  now  ctui  pretend  to  be  a  statesman,  and  when  ho 
gets  among  statistics  he  is  dull  and  inconse(pient.  Setting  aside 
all  the  prejudices  against  him  from  his  origin  and  his  history,  I 
do  not  think  he  can  ever  be  the  government  lca<lcr  in  the  House 
of  Commons.     Heaven  only  knows  M'liat  time  may  produce. 

Lord  John  has  got  on  better  this  session  than  he  did  the  last, 
when  he  seemed  to  have  lost  all  control  over  the  proceedings  of 
the  House ;  he  has  both  quickness  and  tact,  and  he  performs  his 
part  very  decently. 

Lord  Lansdowne,  our  leader  in  the  Lords,  I  j>rize  more  and 
more  highly.  He  not  only  manages  the  government  business 
with  admirable  propriety,  but  he  occasionally  makes  most  excel- 
lent speeches,  distinguished  both  for  depth  of  thought  and  felicity 
of  Janguage.  I  cannot  say  much  for  my  other  noble  colleagues. 
We  sadly  want  an  increase  of  debating  power  on  our  side.     I 
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do  not  see  how  another  session  can  be  attempted  without  some 
change. 

In  the  meantime,  I  m^/  employ  my  time  better  by  noticing 
■ome  of  our  opponents.  Brougham  is  now  regularly  enlisted  in 
the  Protectionist  ranks,  but  he  will  not  long  submit  to  act  u 
subordinate  part,  so  that  Stanley  and  he  will  soon  quarrel. 

Lord  Aberdeen  is  quite  mad  from  envy  and  hatred  of  Palmcr- 
ston.  He  is  a  very  able  man,  but  he  is  carried  away  by  u  foolish 
partiality  in  favor  of  Austria,  because  Austria  has  stood  out  for 
arbitrary  principles  of  government. 

Stanley  is  a  host  in  himself.  He  has  marvellous  acutoness  of 
intellect  and  consummate  power  in  debate.  There  is  no  subject 
which  he  cannot  thoroughly  master  and  lucidly  explain.  His 
voice  and  manner  are  so  good  that  no  one  can  hear  him  without 
listening  to  him.  He  is  powerful  both  in  attack  and  defence. 
But  he  is  neither  a  great  statesman  nor  the  discreet  leader  of  u 
party.  Although  he  inspirits  his  followers,  he  does  not  fill  them 
with  confidence.  I  do  not  think  that  he  is  likely  soon  to  be 
Prime  Minister,  or  that  he  would  long  retain  the  post  if  by  any 
chance  he  should  once  get  possession  of  it. 

There  is  no  other  Protectionist  peer  worth  noticing.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  has  one  short  declamation  against  Free  Trade  which 
he  constantly  repeats,  and  he  is  not  much  better  than  Lord  Stan- 
hope or  Lord  Winchelsea. 

July  27. — It  turns  out  that  Denman's  attack  certainly  was 
paralytic,  and  that  he  has  had  a  return  of  it.  Lyndhurst  says 
to  me,  *  Well !  you  will  have  your  choice  to  be  a  Chancellor  or 
a  Chief  Justice.'  This  is  all  very  annoying  for  me,  and  if  I  had 
any  certain  cure  for  the  Chancellor  and  the  Chief  Justice,  I  should 
be  delighted  to  send  it  to  both. 

Atigust  2. — The  session  closed  yesterday,  when  I  had  the  honor 
to  be  one  of  five  Lords  Commissioners  to  give  the  Royal  assent 
to  sixty-seven  Bills,  to  address  the  two  Houses  in  her  Majesty's 
name,  and  to  prorogue  Parliament  till  the  9th  of  October.  The 
Chancellor  did  not  attend,  but  he  made  his  appearance  at  a  Cabi- 
net held  in  Downing  Street  immediately  after.     Although  he 
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looked  very  well,  his  hoarseness  continues.  I  had  a  little  chat 
with  him  before  Lord  John  arrived,  and  I  found  his  mental 
faculties  quite  unimpaired  and  unchanged. 

Brougham  and  I  heard  a  number  of  appeals,  and  disposed  of 
all  that  were  ready  for  hearing.  We  had  here  no  difference,  for 
my  noble  and  learned  friend  was  veiy  docile,  and,  without  diffi- 
culty, took  the  view  which  I  suggested  of  all  the  cases  we  had 
to  consider.  Indeed  he  paid  very  little  attention  to  thet.i,  and 
on  several  occasions  fell  into  absurd  blunders  in  giving  his  opin- 
ion. Nothing  shows  more  strikingly  that  he  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary man  than  that,  after  getting  into  scrapes  of  this  sort,  which 
would  ruin  any  one  else,  he  soon  rallies,  and  all  is  forgotten. 
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CHAPTER  XXIX. 

AuouBT,  1849— March,  1860. 

six  Weeks  ia  Scotland — Huinmoued  to  a  Cabinet — Qnarrel  Between  Ruaiiia 
and  Turkey — Letters  from  Lord  Brougham — Offer  of  the  Chief  Justice- 
ship from  Lord  John  Russell — Begins  afresh  to  Study  Law — Coke  upon 
Littleton — Motto  for  Rings — Letter  from  Baron  Rolfe — Burke's  Letters- 
Breakfast  at  Macaulay's — Visit  to  Baron  Rolfe— Opening  of  the  Coal 
Exchange — Legal  Studies — The  Qorham  Case — Controversy  about  the 
Resignation  of  Lord  Denman — Lord  Brougham's  Account  of  his  Inter- 
view with  Lord  Denman — Opening  of  the  Session  of  1850 — Cabinet 
Dinner — Beads  Novels — Attacked  in  the  Newspapers — Resignation  of 
Lord  Denman — Takes  Leave  of  the  Cabinet — Sworn  in  as  Chief  Justice. 


JOURNAL. 

Hartrigge,  October  J. — After  spending  six  weeks  very  quietly 
in  Scotland,  and  not  expecting  a  summons  to  London  for  a 
month  to  come,  I  have  ju.st  received  a  letter  ordering  me  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  in  Downing  Street  to-morrow 
at  one  o'clock,  and  I  must  be  off  by  five  o'clock  this  evening  for 
Sprouston,  where  I  nhall  meet  a  train  which  will  convey  me  to 
Tweedmouth,  from  which  I  shall  soon  be  whirled  on  to  London. 
I  must  make  a  little  memomndum  of  my  proceedings  in  the 
North.  My  first  fortnight  I  spent  most  deliciously  without 
stirring  from  home.  The  weather  Avas  so  fine  that  I  sat  in  the 
open  air  reading  sub  tegmine  Jagi.  I  had  particular  pleasure  in 
watching  the  progress  of  my  young  plantations,  and  in  seeing 
the  draining  and  other  improvements.  At  the  expense  of  my 
private  revenue,  I  certainly  am  a  public  benefactor,  for  double 
the  quantity  of  grass  grows  on  the  meadows,  and  I  have  planted 
200,000  trees  where  nothing  before  was  produced  except  heather 
and  whins. 

I  then  accomplished  a  visit  to  Fife,  to  see  my  poor  dear 


1849.]        QUARREL   RETWEEN   RUSSIA   AND  TURKEY.  327 

brother,  who  had  suffered  from  a  long  and  severe  illness.  I  was 
greatly  rejoiced  to  find  him  better,  and  I  hope  we  may  yet  spend 
happy  days  together.  In  passing  through  Edinburgh,  going 
and  coming,  I  saw  liord  Jeffrey  at  Craigcrook,  and  was  tickled 
by  his  praises  of  the  'Chief  Justices,'  the  whole  of  which  he 
had  read  in  the  copy  sent  to  Empson  as  editor  of  the  'Blue  and 
Buff.'  He  likewise  gratified  me  with  a  favorable  account  of  the 
book  which  he  had  received  from  Macaulay.  I  am  therefore  in 
hopes  that  my  reputation  may  not  suffer  from  this  new  effort. 
Since  I  returned  I  have  l)ecn  occupied  with  the  j)eru8al  of  a 
chestful  of  letters  written  by  me  to  my  brother  since  the  year 
1798,  which  he  had  carefully  preserved,  and  which  he  handed 
over  to  nic.  I  had  never  Iwfore  seen  one  of  them  since  I  wrote 
them,  and  I  might  almost  say  that  I  never  read  one  of  them 
before,  as  my  constant  habit  was  to  fold  up  and  seal  my  letters 
to  my  brother  without  ever  reading  a  line  of  them.  .  .  . 

Strathfden  House,  October  3. — Having  dined  at  Hartrigge, 
I  arrived  here  to  breakfast  next  morning.  I  formed  many  con- 
jectures respecting  the  subject  of  this  Cabinet,  whicli  was  called 
by  Palmerston ;  John  Russell  having  said  to  me  a  few  days 
before  that  he  hoped  not  to  call  a  Cabinet  before  the  15th  of 
November.  I  was  afraid  there  was  some  point  on  which  he  had 
differed  with  his  colleagues  who  were  in  London.  En  rouic  I 
got  the  'Times,'  published  only  a  few  hours,,  giving  au  account 
of  the  quarrel  between  Russia  and  the  Porte  about  the  extradi- 
tion of  the  refugees  from  Hungary,  and  I  conjectured  that  we 
were  assembled  to  sanction  the  offer  of  support  to  the  oppressed 
against  the  oppressor.  This  turned  out  to  be  the  case,  and  we 
were  unanimous  in  approving  the  course  Palmerston  proposed. 
The  demand  by  the  Emperor  Nicholas  of  the  Extradition  of 
the  refugees,  contrary  to  the  treaty  which  he  signed,  is  a  flagrant 
violation- of  the  law  of  nations,  and,  if  acquiesced  in,  would  be 
followed  up  by  the  entire  subjugation  of  the  Turkish  Empire. 
Our  honor  and  our  interest  therefore  require  us  to  interfere.  I 
am  afraid  however  that  the  matter  is  very  grave,  for  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  would  scarcely  have  acted  in  such  a  peremptory  man- 
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ner  unlofss  he  had  been  dutermituxl  to  enforce  hin  claim  at  every 
risk. 

We  arc  to  have  several  more  Cabinets.  I  remain  at  Strath- 
edcn  House  all  alone,  and  without  seeing  much  of  my  colleagues 
unless  when  we  are  met  together  to  deliberate,  for  they  all  have 
villas  near  London  M'here  tluy  are  sojourning: 

October  9. — We  have  now  had  ibur  Cabinets,  and  we  have 
adjourned  till  Noveml)cr.  It  is  something  to  have  assisted  at 
such  important  deliberations,  upon  which  iK'ace  or  war  depends, 
and  to  have  had  a  voice  upon  the  question  whether  the  EnglLsh 
squadron  should  not  proceed  to  the  Dardanelles,  and  l)e  in  readi- 
ness to  defend  Constant inopU'  against  the  Russians.  I  am  in 
hopes  that  Nicholas  may  have  come  to  u  l)etter  mind,  and  that  it 
may  not  be  necessary  to  resort  to  the  uKlma  ratio  reffum.  This 
blunder  which  he  has  committed  is  marvellous  luck  for  Pal- 
merston,  by  giving  England  an  opportunity  of  interfering  against 
the  absolutists,  with  the  unanimous  syn\pathy  and  applause  of 
all  the  rest  of  the  world. 

We  have  likewise  discussed  in  the  Cabinet  various  other. mat- 
ters of  less  importance,  and  shadowed  out  the  measures  for  the 
next  session  of  Parliament. 

To-morrow  I  am  to  sit,  as  a  Lord  of  Trade  and  Plantotions, 
to  deliberate  upon  the  question  *  whether  a  representative  govern- 
ment should  be  granted  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;'  Lord 
Stanley  when  Colonial  Secretary  having  refnsed  it,  and  Lord 
Grey,  the  present  Colonial  Secretary,  being  strongly  inclined  to 
grant  it.  The  subject  is  no  less  difficult  than  it  is  important, 
and  I  reserve  my  opinion  till  I  know  the  facts  and  reasonings 
more  fully. 

Last  Wednesday,  the  3d  of  October,  I  was  to  have  given  a 
grand  dinner  at  Hartrigge  to  the  judges  of  assize  and  the  bar, 
and  I  wrote  to  Brougham  inviting  him  to  meet  them.  He  sent 
me  a  civil  refusal,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  company  in  his 
house,  and,  although  I  had  not  mentioned  Lord  Denman's 
name  to  him,  he  added  a  P. 8. :  'I  expect  Brodie's  report  of 
Denman,  and  I  shall  send  it  to  you.' 
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On  ray  arrival  in  town  I  receivwl  another  letter  from  liiin, 
enclosing  one  to  him  from  Sir  Benjamin  Brotlie.  Thin  stated 
that  liord  Denman  himself  ho|H><l  lM>foro  the  In'ginning  of 
Michaclmtui  Term  to  re<!ovcr  the  faculty  of  writing  and  to  be 
able  to  rcHumc  his  judicial  duties,  hui  that  it  wan  impoHHible  he 
should  be  able  to  do  ho,  and  that  some  cotuinunimtion  should  be 
made  to  him  to  prepare  him  for  the  shtx'k  u-hich  must  be  (M!ca- 
sioncd  by  finding  his  true  Hituation.  Brou^rhain  said,  'My  plan 
is  to  propose  retirement  till  Christmiis,  and  then  I  shall  be  back 
to  insist  on  total  retirement.  I  know  he  means  to  listen  to  me. 
This  is  for  yourself  and  J.  Russell.  Lay  your  heads  together, 
with  my  love  to  .Tohn,  anil  leave  the  Turk  to  his  women  and 
Stratford  Canning.'  At  the  breaking  up  of  the  Cabinet  on  Fri- 
day I  put  this  letter  and  the  enclosure  into  Lord  John's  hand, 
08  Brougham  wished  him  to  sec  them  and  had  sent  him  his 
'love.' 

October  12. — I  have  received  the  following  letter : 

'Downing  Street,  October  11, 1849. 
Mt  dear  Campbell: — I  agree  with  you  that  Brougham's  advice  is  in- 
tended to  poHtpone  a  resignation  which  I  am  8uro  Denman,  in  his  uprightness, 
would  at  oniio  give  in,  if  he  wre  informed  by  Brodie  that  he  could  never 
again  expect  efficiently  to  perforr/i  his  duties  on  the  bench. 

'Seeing  the  probable  result  of  the  attack  in  July,  1  rode  over  to  the  Chan- 
cellor's at  Copse  Hill  and  obtained  his  opinion  that  you  would  be  the  fit  suc- 
cessor. 

'  The  Queen  would,  I  am  sure,  sanction  the  appointment  with  satisfaction, 
as  one  calculated  to  promote  the  administration  of  justice,  and  give  weight  to 
the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.     I  remain,  yours  very  truly, 

M.  RUSSKLL.' 

So  there  is  every  probability  of  my  name  being  added  to  the 
list  of  *  Chief  Justices  of  England.'  I  can  only  fervently  pray 
to  Almighty  God  that  if  I  am  placed  in  this  situation  I  may 
be  enabled  to  perform  the  important  and  sacred  duties  cast  upon 
me.  The  prospect  is  agreeable  to  me,  but  causes  no  exultation 
or  exhilaration.  Indeed  I  am  sitting  here  all  alone,  and  I  have 
no  one  to  rejoice  with.  I  found  Lord  John's  letter  on  ray  table 
when  I  came  home,  near  midnight. 
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I  Hill  Hiiiv  tho  ii|>|)«tiii(iiu>iit  would  In*  Cor  thu  f^ixtd  of  my 
faiiiily,  ami  (or  tlioir  Kiik<>M  I  would  ui*4<«>|it  it  if  I  diHlik(*<l  tlio 
IhImii* — wliicli  I  do  not.  Hut  I  t'oiircMN  I  iiioHt  of  nil  rejoiiH)  in 
(111*  tlioii^lit  of  Mu^i  al>lt>  to  ^jvf  a  |ilan>  to  my  old  dork,*  I 
iiavc  ^^ifat  |>l«<aNur«>  likcwiM*  in  ihiiikiii^  that  I  may  do  winiotliin); 
for  my  laitlcr,  who  htiM  lon^  Mivnl  mr,  and  Intii  much  attacluHl 
to  mo.f  I  ihimI  not  add  that  tlif  thou^^ht  of  Ihmii^  aide  to  mtvu 
my  country  in  a  hi^li  station,  and  tin*  hopcof  lu'quirinf^thc  rcpii- 
t4itioii  of  a  great  luagiHtratc  plotiM'  mo,  altluHigh  attcndiHl  with 
uiixioty  and  niiMf^iviii)];^. 

My  iTply  to  IauiI  John  : 

'StriUhi'il.m  Hoiiort,  (Vtolior  12,  1840. 

'  DfAU  LowD  .loiM  — Ymir  kinilui<-<!t  will  iitTurcl  an  aiMilionnI  Htimu!u»  to 
my  cffortH  lliiit  yon  may  i\iU  Im  ct'MHiinMl  tor  tlii>  upimintiiicnt  wliii^h  you  pro- 
poKO  to  ri'ooinnioiicl. 

'  0(  i'oiii'i<(>  nothing  inont  I'lui  li<>  ilnno  till  a  M|>iinlAtii<ouM  roxigiiation  uliall 
i'omo  in.     Yourx  vi-ry  truly, 

Tampbki.l.' 

Octoher  1.^. — T  am  moiv  and  moro  ph't^nl  with  my  prosjUH't 
If  I  ivally  am  appointtnl  Chief  Justice  of  the  (iuccii's  Bench, 
1  shall  1h>,  and  I  shall  1m'  h'IowimI  to  he,  .so  completely  masl%j'  of 
my  work  that  I  shall  hMv«>  much  less  anxiety  and  more  enjoy- 
ment than  if  I  had  been  Chancellor.  The  teniptinjj  thinjj;  in 
this  la.st  situation  is  the  ujlory  to  \m>  a<'quired  hy  the  introduction 
of  rel«»rms. 

My  princii>al  dilHculty  at  pre.-*ent  is  to  jjt^t  up  the  Common 
Law  decisions  of  the  last  ei^ht  vears.  But  I  must  make  mvself 
iUHjuainttnl  with  the  newest  fashions  of  M'ostminster  Hall.  For 
this  purpaso  1  have  written  to  my  old  colleajjue  and  friend  liaron 
Rolfe,  that  he  may  tell  mc  what  Ke|Mtrt.s  I  must  travel  throufjh, 
and  what  new  treatis*'  ami  Iwioks  of  practitn;  ought  to  be  studied 
or  rt^ferre«l  to. 

Meanwhile  I  have  asndn  taken  to  mv  old  favorite  Co,  Lilt. 


♦  Mr.  Coopor.  who  booanio  liin  oh>rk  lu  1800.— Ed. 

f  Thomas  Ueed,  who  had  been  in  his  service  for  twenty  yeais. — Ed. 
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Ft  (t'l'tiiiiily  m  wry  |ilciiNurit  ri'iuling.  I  am  more  than  ever  Mtruck 
liy  itH  iii)iii(>th(Nliciil  and  raiiiMiiigcliamcti'r,  lint  one  nuiHt  adniiro 
tlif  antli<>i'*M  Htn|H>n<l(>nH  tarniliarity  with  all  partn  of  thi>  law  of 
Knglanil ;  Ik>  Im  iniiiornily  |H>rH|>ii'n<)nH,  ho  (^ives  anuiMin);  )(linipH4.>N 
o|'  liiHtory  an<l  niannrrH,  and  IiIh  otyniologitN  nnd  other  (j[naint 
alwiirditicM  arc  an  (^ihmI  (or  a  lan^^h  an  .Jim;  Millrr  or  Punch. 

Littleton 'h  lMH)k  by  itNcIf  Ih  a  most  cx(piiHitc  pnMhiction.  Itn 
plan  \i*  perfect  tor  givinj^  a  Hy.steniatic  outline  of  the  law  of  Real 
Property  in  thix  kingdom  in  the  reign  of  Kdward  IV.  and  all 
ItH  dctailH  are  mont  nnu^terly.  Hut  Lord  (Nike's  example  ruined 
Juritlical  <>onipoHition  in  England.  Hlackntonv  even  hax  not  l>e<iQ 
alile  to  correi^t  our  tiwte,  and  the  rcjK'rtory  of  Common  Ijaw 
learning  at  pri'sent  moMt  frequently  referred  to  \h  the  trebly 
annotatxHl  edition  of  HaunderH's  Reports,  by  Serjeant  WilliaiiiH, 
Mr.  JuHti(*e  Pattenon  and  Vaughan  WillianiH.  Tn  law  bookH  we 
are  not  only  greatly  exwlled  by  the  French  an«l  by  the  Scotch, 
but  even  by  the  Ameri(;anH. 

Odolnr  IG. — Have  l)een  trying  to  find  a  motto  for  my  rings 
when  I  am  culleil  Serjeant.  Notliing  better  turn.s  up  than  *Jm- 
iitUv  tvmix '  (Juv.  Sat.  viii.  25). 

I  shall  be  tlie  fiixt  i)eer  ever  made  a  Serjeant,  as  hitherto  all 
peein  who  have  worn  the  coif  had  p»it  it  on  before  they  were 
eimobled ;  but  I  suppose  there  is  no  objection  to  the  order  Ixting 
leversed.  It  is  saiil  that  a  peer  cunnot  practice  at  the  bar,  but 
I  conceive  that  this  is  a  matter  of  etiquette,  not  of  law.  He 
may  be  disquulitied  to  plead  as  un  advocate  before  the  House  of 
liords,  although  it  be  usual  for  barrister  in  the  commission  at 
the  aasizos  to  practice  before  brother  commissioners.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  his  having  a  right  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords 
eun  oiler  no  ground  for  preventing  him  from  practicing  before 
the  Court  of  Qui-en's  Bench. 

LETTER   FROM   BARON   ROLFE. 

'  Wy  vel's  Court,  October  15. 1849. 

'My  dear  Campbrll; — Nothing,  I  assure  you,  could  have  given  me  more 
pleasure  than  the  ini'ormation  communicated  to  me  in  your  secret  sheet,  which. 
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nccofiing  to  your  demro,  I  hav«  oonimiltnd  to  lh«  fluniM  I  nm  vnry  «urfl  lliNt 
w»  ihall  nil  wairomo  you  nn  our  ihi»'f  with  Vfiy  grout  mtiKlWtion.  From 
what  I  liA<l  hxanl  of  l.oni  D.  I  tlioiiKitt  it  wan  vary  unlikely  h«  ilioul<i  iiiprar 
thii  iiust  titrm,  au>l  I  urn  Kuru  iio  uughi  to  ruHi^n  imtii)tiliiit«ly.  Loul  Miwi*- 
fiwlil,  iti'lmul,  lu'M  on  for  »  yoar  or  two  witlmut  a|>|i(iiirmK  in  court,  but  tlint 
woiiM  not  'lo  now.  Hi-ptidt-H,  tlm  ft>tihJcnr»<K  of  u^n  iirimnntx  no  nuch  rl<!i;ii|o(l 
lini>  nmrkin^  llin  boundary  butwmn  tllnnin*  and  untitncmi  ax  in  tru<-A<l  by  an 
attack  of  |iiualy«iii.  Ev«n  if  Lord  D.  were  to  make  what  nhould  ho  coniid- 
oreil  »N  anothur  rally,  he  never  could  ho  really  i:oin|t«tent  to  the  d'lchargo  uf 
hm  tlutiuM. 

'  With  respect  to  the  quimtionn  you  put  to  ino  I  will  bogin  by  naying  I  feel 
quite  turf  you  will  find  no  fliffiiiilty  at  nil  after  tliR  fir«t  fnw  wiipkn.  1  know 
of  no  book  on  thn  subject  of  the  now  rubm  but  .InrviK'n,  which  annworn  ovory 
))Ur|iONe.  In  the  noteii  you  will  Hnd  refurencni  to  all  thn  caxet  decided  up  to 
the  time  of  tlui  publication  of  tho  book.  Thorn  in  not  (at  leant,  I  beliovu  there 
i«  not)  any  very  recent  itlitlon,  but  indeod  thorn  are  very  few  cani'd  of  any 
importance  ariHing  out  of  the  now  rule*.  If  you  would  bring  down  with  you 
a  copy  of  .Inrvin'H  book,  I  think  I  could  in  a  very  Hhort  convemation  with  you 
point  out  the  Nort  of  queHlionf*  which  arlHn  out  of  them  in  court,  and  you  will 
nee  they  are  not  Huch  aM  prenont  any  ditficulty.  A*  to  bookx  of  practice,  I 
always  UNe  Chitty'n  Archbold,  of  which  there  is  u  very  recent  eilition,  and  I 
think  it  Ih  now  the  book  niowt  refnrred  to.  It  of  coume  contaiuH  all  the 
changeN  of  practice  introduced  by  the  now  ruloH,  and  theiie,  I  think,  come 
under  dixcuHnion  much  ol'tener  than  the  rulei)  aH  to  plfia<ling.  You  can  hardly 
fail  to  have  forgotten  Roiiie  of  the  mere  practice.  But  thiu,  I  am  Huro,  ncud 
not  trouble  yp-i.  When  I  firnt  came  on  the  bench  I  wan  entirely  ignorant  of 
it,  but  Boninhow  one  pickn  it  u[>,and  no  rnal  difficulties  occur.  There  is  not,  I 
believe,  any  book  relating  merely  to  the  alteration*  of  pleading  effected  by 
the  now  ruloit,  but  all  Ih  explained  in  the  latest  oditionH  of  Chitty ;  and,  in 
truth,  the  now  rules  for  the  most  part  explain  themselvos  clearly  enough.  If 
I  worn  in  your  place  I  shouM  get  the  '  Law  Journal'  of  this  and  perhaps  also 
of  the  last,  year.  The  reports  there  are  for  the  most  part  very  well  given, 
and  I  am  persuaded  that,  by  making  yourself  master  of  a  few  caseH  there, 
you  will  BOO  tho  sort  of  questions  which  arise,  and  which  have  grown  up 
since  your  time.     They  are  very  few  indeed. 

'  I  wish  that  the  house  wo  are  in  was  larger,  and  then  I  would  have  said, 
"Conio  over  at  once,"  but  we  have  not  elbow-room  to  do  so.  But  on  Monday 
we  shall  be  delighted  to  see  you  and  your  son,  and  I  have  told  Lady  Rolfe 
that  I  shall  have  a  great  deal  to  say  to  you,  so  that  it  will  excite  no  surprise 
if  we  are  alone  together.  Dundas,  as  I  told  you,  comee  on  Tuesday,  but  if 
you  come  in  the  morning,  or  middle  of  the  day  on  Monday,  we  shall  have 
that  morning  and  all  Tuesday  morning  alone,  and  I  am  very  sure  I  shall 
have  poured  out  all  I  know  before  that  time  is  over. 

'I  cannot  conclude  without  again  saying  how  glad  I  shall  be  to  see  you  as 
our  Coryphaeus.    I  thought  when  you  took  your  peerage  that  yoa  were  doing 
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qoitn  ri^ht  an'l  T  h*vf>  nnvor  c«iwA<t  to  think  no  But  you  m«r1fl  »  f«iirfiil 
■ai'riAi'o  of  incomn,  nnd  I  •inciir«ly  r«joiRA  to  think  th«ra  ia  a  proipAct  of  your 
b«in((  a^Ain  in  »  U^U  po«t,  fur  which,  without  *Dy  flattary,  avary  one  f««U 
yuu  mi  wall  i)uali1ifl(l,  %nd  which  will  give  yuu  soma  lolid  Advtnla^a  m  w«11 
M  high  honor.     Vary  truly  youra, 

'  R.  M.  RoLri.' 


October  16. — Aoconling  to  Baron  Rolfe's  advico  I  have  din- 
nilMH(><l  Co.  Lilt.,  wlii(;h  I  tiitist  ctjiifosH  nt  the  proftont  diiy  is  mora 
curioiiH  tlinn  iitMif'til,  uiid  I  havu  provided  myw'lf  with  'JcrviH 
on  the  New  RidoH,'  'Arcililiold'M  Prai'tioc  by  Chitty,'  and  soveral 
vohinu'H  of  tho  '  Law  Journal.*  With  HUch  an  object  before  nto 
I  Hhall  attack  them  with  eonsiderable  appetite. 

To  refrcHh  me  I  am  readinjf  Kthntind  Bnrl<e*8  Letters,  which 
are  exj^eedingly  interestinj;.  Hastings'  trial,  on  which  lie  wasted 
\m  strength  »o  many  years,  w  now  tireeiome,  but  \m  views  of 
the  French  Revolution  from  its  commeiiceniont  will  continue  to 
Im*  read  with  delight  to  tl»e  end  of  tlie  world.  Every  arrival 
from  the  Continent  more  fully  confirniM  hiH  reasoning  as  to 
tlic  utter  impossibility  of  suddenly  framing  a  new  constitution 
after  sweeping  away  all  tliat  lias  gained  rcspetit  from  habit  and 
j)reseription.  Yet  he  carried  his  hostility  to  an  extravagant  and 
mischievous  extreme  by  insisting  that  the  Church,  tlu?  noblettM\ 
and  the  Parliaments  should  be  rcstore<l  to  all  their  ancient 
property,  power,  immunities  and  privileges.  He  would  not 
<!ven  devise  any  exiKilient  for  breaking  down  tho  barrier  between 
the  noblcsHe  and  the  roturiers.  I  consider  this  as  the  great  and 
insufferable  grievance  of  the  ancient  rfgimc.  The  oppression 
which  it  produced  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  nation  is  the  true 
reason  why  'equality'  is  now  so  passionately  clamored  for, 
while  much  indifference  is  exhibited  respecting  political  *  lilwrty.* 
The  dread  of  the  recurrence  of  these  evils  makes  the  law  requir- 
ing an  equal  partition  of  property  among  all  the  children  of 
every  family  still  very  popular,  notwithstanding  the  inconvenient 
consequences  which  this  morcdlemcnt  has  produced, 

October  18. — Breakfasted  this  morning  with  Macaulay  in  his 
chambers  in  the  Albany,  where  I  met  liOrd  Carlisle  (Morpeth), 
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Shell,  ami  (ithcr  witii.  rjiickily  IlHllatn  wom  not  th<<rt>,  mo  that 
MtUiiiiliiy  liiul  till*  tnik  iilrnoMt  cxrliiMivcly  to  liiiiiM'lf,  mul  wv 
hn<l  tio  rivalry  for  a  diitpluy  of  ri>iuliiig  uiul  ^•rii<litioi).  In  my 
|HU«Mii^it  tlirnii^li  tliirt  world  I  hav(>  lu  vi>r  iiu't  anythiii);  m<> 
womlfrfiil  iiH  Miu'aulay'M  talk  during  tht!  two  lioiirH  w(>  wcrt*  with 
hirii.  Tlu'ri'  whm  m)  d(>iMirtmciit  of  litt'ratiin>  In  wliirh  he  did 
not  <(iiot(!  lar^t'ly  and  appnipriattly — from  tint  (Jrct^k  ami  Uitin 
FathofH,  t«)  tint  liiMt  nund)<>rH  of  '  Punch  '  ami  the  '  TinKw.' 

Odoher  37, — I  hav«  panHt-^l  wvcral  dayH  nimt  a^^ntvahly  with 
Baron  Kolfu  at  hif*  houMc  near  Reading.  In  lair  ridiMand  waIkH 
to  8trathH(>ldHay(>,  Heck  field,  SilchcMtcr,  <fc(>.,  we  had  much  talk 
alK)Ut  WeNtmiriHtcr  Hall,  and  h<>  again  luwiircd  nie  that  I  Hhotild 
find  no  difHinlty  in  diHchargIng  the  duticH  of  ( !hii'f  JuHtiit;  uf 
thu  (^m'on'H  B<'n(h.  I  <lo  humlily  ho|M>  that  if  I  am  placinl  in 
that  Hituation  I  hIiuII  not  diHgraui;  myM>lf,  (»r  injuri!  the  pnhlie. 
By  a  pair  of  nlightly  magnifying  HpcH'taeleH  my  virion  in  inado 
|M.>rfiH!t,  and  by  (^mI'h  hIeHMing  my  hearing  and  other  NtuiMen  ar« 
wholly  unimpairiHl,  my  mental  fa(!ulti(>H  lM>ing  in  full  vigor,  and 
I  feel  the  name  steady  desire  to  do  my  In'Ht  [aikv  d/ttortunii) 
which  has  l)een  my  moving  power  through  life. 

As  yet  I  learn  nothing  more  of  Denman's  inti-ntiimH.  I(  in 
Haid  to  l)c  the  earnest  desire  of  all  his  family  that  he  nliould 
immciliately  retire  from  public  life,  and  all  who  take  an  interest 
in  his  rc[mtution  would  give  him  the  siunc  advict*.  He  is  justly 
and  much  belovetl,  and  he  is  to  Ik'  treattnl  with  the  greatest 
tenderness. 

Odoher  JO. — I  have  had  a  very  agreeable  divcrU»neiamt  to-day 
by  assisting  at  a  grand  festivity  in  the  City — the  inauguration  of 
the  new  Coal  Exchange.  The  Queen  was  kejit  away  by  the 
chicken-pox,  but  Prince  Albert  attended,  with  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  Princess  Royal.  The  day  was  brilliant  and  the 
river  presented  the  most  splendid  pageant  that  I  ever  witnessed. 
The  whole  corpn  diplomatique  were  assembled,  and  I  was  intro- 
duced to  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence,  the  new  American  minister, 
who  told  me  that  he  knew  me  the  moment  I  entered  the  hull 
from  the  many  prints  of  me  he  had  seen  in  America,  and  that 
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my  workh  won*  ron*l  frntii  tin*  It<M-kv  MoiihliiinM  to  tlin  St.  TinW" 
rciiiH!.  Iltt  nuliKfl  tliiit  lii<- '  l<ivi>M'  wvrv  f|iiiti'  if*  intricHtini;  to 
AincriciuiM  iim  to  Kii^jlixliriun,  'Cor,'  n«ii»l  hv,  'till  I77(J  w<'  liav» 
(tvcrythin^  in  coiiiiikui.'  NohvitliHtiiniJin^  the  I'l'piitiitinii  hw 
hriiig'4  with  him  of  lM>iti^  a  );ri>iit  l*rot«>('tioiiiN|,  h«'  h\h*\u'  to  in« 
vory  M«>iiHil>ly  iilMMit  A'/w  7V/r/^,  anil,  iillhoii^h  Ii«>  |iitii<n<l<'<l  that 
th«  ITnit***!  Htafri*  wi-rc  not  yn't  Hnfli'Mnitiy  ailvan<*«><l  f<»  «'ntrr  in 
all  (lc|):u'trn(>ntri  into  coiniH'tilion  with  Knj^land,  h*>  |irotVMM>il  ii 
r(*a<liiu>H,M  to  rwiprcMMt"  in  tlw  n'|M'iil  of  thf  Navij^ation  I<awM^ 
and  i>xi)f(>F«M><|  a  wnrrn  winii  for  th*'  cnntinnanco  of  ^(nmI  unilfr- 
Htanding  lit'twM'n  thr  two  grctit  liramhcM  of*  the  Anglo-8uxon 
nieo. 

Novfmhrr  3. — T  pnwcnl  pnt-iMToimly  with  my  h'fjal  Htii<IioH. 
T  have  ^oni<  thron^h  (lie  l{*-|ioi'tf«  of  the  thrco  Nn|N>rior  CoiirtH 
of  Common  f^aw,  from  IMI'J  to  iHtO,  an<l  no  vory  important 
(liH-iNion  conM  lie  Htartcd  ti|t<)ii  iiic  Ity  Hnrprirtc.  I  (utuhl  tak<>  my 
K(>at  to-morrow  with  coiiKidcniltli'  rontidciu'c  Hut  I  should 
Htrn^^^U'  uIkjvu  all  thin)^  to  gain  favor  hy  tnilihuwN,  (>ourti>Hy,  and 
diHcrt'tion. 

Now  would  Ik'  th«  tim«'  f(»r  mi'  to  try  to  rival  Lonl  Ilalc,  hy 
hiying  down  the  ruloH  hy  whicli  I  mwm  to  Ik;  govorni'd  wIumi  [ 
am  a  judge;  hut  I  can  only  Hay  that,  with  the  bletMing  of  Gixl^ 
I  flhall  earnestly  Htrive  to  do  my  duty. 

Ilartrlyfji;  JM'einfur  Jl. —  .  .  .  The  Judieial  Comnuttee  ha» 
been  ociuipiiHl  with  the  hearing  of  the  great  luse  of  Oorliotn  v. 
the  Jiixhoj)  of  K^clcr,  which  went  on  many  days.  I  found 
myself  a  inemlK.>r  of  a  tribunal  todei-ide  a  ijueHtion  of  dogmatic 
divinity,  having  for  aHscssorn  the  ArehbiHhops  of  York  and 
Cantt^rbury  and  the  Hisliop  of  London.  The  great  queMtion 
wiw,  wheth(;r  the  Churcli  of  England  teaches  that  there  is  abso- 
lutely spiritual  regeneration  by  the  act  of  infant  baptism,  or 
whether  she  does  not  tolenite  the  doctrine  that  the  regcneratioa 
depends  upon  the  condition  of  prevenienl  grace. 

On  the  last  day  we  sat  evening  as  well  as  morning,  and  we 
had  an  elegant  repast  provideil  for  us  in  the  Council  chamber  at 
the   public   expense.     We  afterwards   held   a  conference  and 
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M)roke'  the  question,  when  I  mus  rejoiced  to  find  that,  with  one 
dissentient,  we  were  all  inclined  to  the  opinion,  so  desirable  for 
the  peace  of  the  Church,  *  That  neither  Liturgy  nor  Articles  can 
be  said  exactly  to  define  the  mode  by  which  regeneration  is 
operated,  and  that  the  point  on  which  the  parties  differ  may  be 
considered  an  open  question.'  We  adjourned  to  Jaimary  15, 
1850. 

I  have  now  joined  my  family  in  Scotland,  from  whom  I  have 
been  separated  near  three  months. 

StratJieden  House,  January  12,  1850. — While  at  Hartrigge  I 
read  paragraphs  in  the  newspapers  positively  asserting  that  Lord 
Campbell  was  appointed  Chief  Justice,  and  would  take  his  sent 
the  first  day  of  next  term ;  and  I  received  congratulations  by 
letter  from  Lord  Dunfermline,  and  many  other  friends,  on  ray 
promotion.  Next  came  contradictions  in  the  newspapers  from 
Lord  Dcnman's  family,  with  a  statement  that  his  health  was 
greatly  improved,  and  that  he  had  no  thoughts  of  resigning. 

I  arrived  in  town  on  the  9th  of  January  and  found  that  during 
my  absence  a  controversy  had  been  raging  in  the  press  respecting 
the  resignation,  boisterous  beyond  what  I  had  any  notion  of. 
The  '  Times '  had  first  begun  this  by  a  leading  article,  written 
with  great  force  and  delicacy,  recommending  Lord  Denman  to 
retire  with  his  well-earned  glory.  The  'Standard'  and  the 
*  Morning  Chronicle'  violently  took  the  other  side,  maliciously 
pretending,  however,  to  compliment  me.  When  the  court  met 
yesterday  (the  first  day  of  Hilary  Term),  Denman  did  not 
appear,  but  Mr.  Justice  Patteson  announced  'that  he  was 
detained  in  Derbyshire,  (mly  by  the  illness  of  Lady  Denman, 
and  that,  she  being  better,  he  would  shortly  return  to  London 
and  take  his  seat.' 

The  tantalizing  suspense  under  which  I  have  been  kept  for 
the  last  two  months  has  been  very  annoying,  and  has  depressed 
me  very  much.  But  to-day  my  spirits  are  quite  roused  by 
charming  letters  from  my  boy  Hally,  who  seems  to  be  going  on 
as  well  as  possible  at  Calcutta. 

Tuesday  night,  January  29. — The  plot  thickens.    I  certainly 
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have  very  disagreeable  scenes  before  me,  and  the  piece  is  likely 
to  end  unhappily. 

While  I  was  sitting  in  my  library  to-day,  about  three  o'clock, 
a  servant  opened  the  door  and,  to  my  utter  astonishment, 
announced  Lord  Brougham.  Quickly  he  appeared  and,  with  a 
few  interjections  on  my  part,  he  spoke  as  follows,  standing  on 
hi^  L'gs  all  the  time  and  gesticulating  very  violently : 

'  I  arrived  from  Paris  ycHterday  evening  and  immediately  saw 
Sir  Benjamin  Brodie.  He  told  me  that  Denman  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  resign,  and  was  much  easier  since  he  formed  this 
resolution,  but  that  he  still  hesitated  as  to  the  time  of  his  resig- 
nation, and  that  I  must  see  him  as  soon  as  possible.  I  went  to 
him  after  breakfast  this  morning.  I  found  his  body  sadly 
shattered,  for  he  has  almost  entirely  lost  the  use  of  one  side, 
and  he  cjinnot  move  his  fingers  to  write,  and  how  he  expected 
that  he  was  to  get  on  in  court  I  do  not  understand,  although  his 
mind  seemed  active  and  he  could  talk  well  enough.  I  applauded 
his  resolution  to  resign,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  step  would 
be  taken  immediately.  He  said:  "Campbell  is  the  ob  tacle. 
Do  you  know  how  he  ha.s  insulted  me  in  his  life  of  Holt  ?  " 
He  alluded  to  the  passage  in  which  you  no  doubt  mean  to 
shadow  him  out  in  describing  how  Chief  Justices  have  on  some 
points  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  that  had  been  entertained  of 
them.  Now  I  think  you  are  quite  wrong  in  disagreeing  with 
Denman  and  me  on  the  Privilege  question,  but  it  is  a  question 
on  which  men  may  form,  and  strongly  maintain,  opposite 
opinions,  and  there  is  no  pretence  for  saying  that  in  the  passage 
he  complains  of  you  insult  him,  for  you  say  that  "  he  retained 
the  noble  aspirations  of  his  youth,"  and  that  he  was  "still 
actuated  by  good  intentions."  *     Indeed  his  observations  show 


* '  He  who  retains  the  highmindedness  and  noble  aspirations  which  distin- 
guished his  early  career  may,  with  the  best  intentions,  be  led  astray  into 
dangerous  courses,  and  may  bring  about  a  collision  between  different  authori- 
ties of  the  State  which  had  moved  harmoniously,  by  indiscreetly  attempting 
new  modes  of  redressing  grievances,  and  by  an  uncalled-for  display  of  hero- 
ism,'— Lives  of  Chief  Justices,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 
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how  his  understandiug  is  weakened,  if  indeed  he  docs  not  seek 
for  some  reason  to  delay  his  resignation,  although  he  says  he  has 
resolved  upon  it.  He  said  to  me,  "  I  hear  you  favor  Campbell." 
I  answered  "  Yes,  I  think  Jack  is  much  fitter  than  Jem  Parke, 
or  any  one  else  that  can  be  named."  He  replied,  "  Campbell 
would  behave  ill  to  my  puisnes.  I  must  protect  my  puisnes." 
I  asked  why  it  should  be  supposed  that  you  would  behave  ill  to 
the  puisnes,  as  you  were  a  man  of  sense,  and  it  was  clearly  for 
your  advantage  to  avail  yourself  of  their  learning  and  experience. 
He  remarked  that  Lord  Mansfield  hod  held  the  office  seven  terms 
after  ceasing  to  sit  in  court.  I  answered,  "  That  is  the  greatest 
reproach  to  Lord  Mansfield's  memory,  and  I  tell  you  that  if  you 
delay  your  resignation  with  a  view  to  the  appointment  of  your 
successor,  you  not  only  will  be  blamed  by  your  contemporaries, 
but  in  all  time  to  come."  I  was  afraid  he  would  have  gone  oW 
in  a  fit.  The  danger  is  that  he  may  have  another  attack  depriv- 
ing him  of  his  reason  and  disqualifying  him  to  resign,  and  then 
we  should  be  driven  by  necessity  to  bring  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  in  Henley  Eden's  case,  with  a  "Whereas,  Thomas 
Lord  Denman,  by  the  visitation  of  Providence,  is  deprived  of 
his  reason,  be  it  enacted," '  &c. 

I  protested  that  I  had  ever  felt  the  highest  regard  for  Den- 
man, although  I  had  differed  with  him  so  much  on  the  Privi- 
lege question,  and  that  in  other  parts  of  my  writings  I  had 
spoken  of  him  very  respectfully. 

A  message  now  came  up  from  Lady  Brougham,  who  had  been 
left  below  in  the  carriage,  that  she  was  tired  of  waiting  and 
wished  my  Lord  to  come  to  her  instantly.  He  asked  me  to 
pick  out  some  passages  in  which  I  had  spoken  respectfully  of 
Denman  and  to  send  them  to  him,  to  be  shown  to  Brodie,  who 
was  to  see  Denman  in  the  evening.  He  then  took  leave,  beg- 
ging me  not  to  think  unkindly  of  Denman  for  what  had  passed, 
'as  he  is  really  no  longer  himself.' 

I  receive  very  abusive  letters,  and  my  merits  and  defects  are 
likely  for  some  time  to  be  openly  discussed  in  the  newspapers. 
All  this  is  very  distressing. 
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To-niorrovv  I  go  to  Windsor  to  assist  in  holding  a  Conucil, 
and  Purliument  is  to  bo  opened  the  following  day,  so  that  I  shall 
have  no  time  for  ermut. 

Febrnavy  6. — The  wiswion  has  Injgnn  very  auspiciously,  and 
our  great  majorities  in  both  Houses  against  the  Protectionist 
amendment  make  Free  Trade  quite  secure.  Lord  John's 
manoeuvre  in  getting  Charles  Villiers  to  move  the  address  in  the 
Commons  was  very  masterly,  and  the  language  of  the  speech 
compelled  the  Protectionists  either  disgracefully  to  decline  the 
combat,  or  to  fight  on  une(iual  terms.  Our  Government  is  now 
identified  with  the  Free  Trade  cause,  and  any  combination  of 
the  Protectionists  with  the  Radicals  to  turn  us  out  is  rendered 
very  difficult. 

Denman  talks  of  going  the  Midland  circuit.  Lord  John 
Russell,  as  an  old  friend,  wrote  to  him  advising  him  for  his  own 
sake,  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  i)ublic,  to  resign,  but  he  has 
received  no  answer. 

I  was  ordered  to  give  a  Cabinet  dinner  to-morrow  (the  second 
of  the  season),  because  it  was  supposed  that  I  never  should  be 
present  at  another. 

I  am  to  be  consoled  by  being  appointed  '  Deputy  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Lords,'  Lord  Shaftesbury  having  declared  that  he 
finds  himself  unfit  for  the  labors  of  this  office. 

February  7. — Yesterday  I  gave  my  Cabinet  dinner,  at  which 
it  was  expected  that  I  was  to  take  leave  of  my  colleagues. 

I  now  employ  myself  in  reading  novels.  I  had  got  up  the 
decisions  of  the  courts  since  the  time  when  I  left  the  bar,  with 
the  'practice'  recently  introducetl,  and  I  shall  think  no  more  of 
law  till  I  take  my  seat  on  the  bench,  if  that  day  should  ever 
arrive  I  had  continued  my  life  of  Ellenborough  down  to  the 
commencement  of  Hastings's  trial,  when  I  was  stopped  short 
for  want  of  materials.  Strange  to  say,  there  is  not  in  print  any 
readable  account  of  this  proceeding,  so  celebrated  in  our  juridi- 
cal annals,  and  I  must  refer  to  shorthand  writers'  notes  and  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  For  such  researches  I  have  at  present 
no  energy.     Having  read  'Pendennis' and  'Copperfield,' now 
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l/ublishing  in  numbers,  by  Thackeray  and  Dickins,  I  have 
I'esorted  to  my  okl  favorites  Fielding  and  Smollett,  who  are 
much  superior  in  humor  and  delineation  of  character,  although 
their  coarseness  is  much  greater  than  from  my  recollection  of  it 
I  could  have  imagined.  Squire  Western's  conversation  in  the 
presence  of  Sophia  was  such  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  the 
mind  of  the  young  lady  should  have  been  very  delicate  or  even 
modest. 

Febfiiary  10. — The  controversy  about  the  Chief  Justiceship 
becomes  more  and  more  painful.  My  personal  enemies  and  the 
opponents  of  the  Government  are  working  the  subject  with 
int ustry  and  malignity  in  the  press.  The  'Spectator'  to-tliiy  has 
an  article  entitled  'Campbell  v.  Denman,'  which  says  that  there 
are  various  sorts  of  assassination — some  by  the  sword,  and  some 
\yr  poison — and  that  Lord  Campbell  is  seeking  to  assassinate 
Lord  Denman  by  paragraphs  in  the  ministerial  newspapers  stat- 
ing that  he  ought  to  resign  from  ill  health,  whereas  there  is 
nothing  the  matter  with  him.  Other  newspapers  have  similar 
statements,  with  invectives  against  me  and  arguments  upon  the 
impropriety  of  my  promotion  on  the  ground  of  my  advanced  age. 

I  confess  this  seems  rather  hard  upon  me,  as  I  have  not  had 
the  remotest  connection  or  j)rivity  with  anything  inserted  in  any 
newspaper  upon  the  subject,  and  in  truth  Lord  Denman  has 
been  treated  with  great  forbearance  and  delicacy,  as  nothing  has 
been  said  about  his  paralysis,  and  the  degree  to  which  he  is  inca- 
pacitated has  been  cautiously  concealed.  Again,  I  should  have 
thought  thai  my  political  consistency  might  have  deserved 
another  designation  than  'servility  to  a  faction.'  From  my 
amendments  of  the  law  and  from  my  literary  labors  I  might 
have  been  treated  with  decency;  but  without  the  slightest 
provocation  on  my  part,  I  am  assailed  by  a  storm  of  flippancy, 
scurrility  and  falsehood. 

I  might  now  truly  say  that  I  am  almost  quite  indifferent  about 
the  office.  It  has  already  lost  all  its  charms.  And  indeed  I  do 
not  think  I  could  do  its  duties  nearly  as  well  as  if  I  had  been 
appointed  six  months  ago.    The  personal  squabble  supposed  now 
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to  exist  is  extremely  di'gmcling  to  me,  and  is  most  injurious  both 
to  my  health  and  to  my  mental  faculties. 

I  have  lived  long  enough  ;  my  way  of  life 
Ii  fallen  into  the  sere,  the  yellow  leaf, 
And  that  which  uhould  accompany  old  age, 
Ab  honor,  love,  obedience,  troops  of  frienda, 
I  muRt  not  look  to  have. 

February  26. — There  has  been  some  danger  of  an  immediate 
change  of  government.  The  division  on  Thursday  night,  leav- 
ing Lord  John  with  a  majority  of  twenty-one,  caused  great  sur- 
prise and  dismay ;  and  on  the  Australian  Bill,  which  was  to  have 
come  on  yesterday,  he  was  likely  to  l)e  left  in  a  minority.  But 
this  measure  is  prudently  postponed  for  a  fortnight,  and  Disraeli 
last  night,  by  his  extreme  imprudence  in  six  times  dividing  the 
House  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  Irish  Franchise  Bill, 
wliich  is  very  popular,  has  entirely  kicked  down  the  credit  which 
he  had  acquire<l. 

March  7. — At  four  p.  m.  ^^m  Friday,  March  1st,  1860,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Denman  actually  signed 
and  sealed  his  resignation,  and  delivered  it  as  his  act  and  deed. 
Soon  after,  the  Chancellor  saw  Mr.  Justice  Coleridge,  who  spoke 
in  the  name  of  his  brethren  and  expressed  the  greatest  respect 
for  me  and  readiness  to  serve  under  me. 

A  Cabinet  was  summoned  for  half-past  two  on  Saturday,  March 
the  2d.  Entering  the  room  of  our  meeting  at  the  Foreign  Office, 
I  found  Lord  John  Russell  there.  He  informed  mo  that  he  had 
just  left  the  Queen,  that  he  had  taken  her  pleasure,  and  that  alt 
was  quite  right.  He  then  said  to  the  members  of  the  Cabinet 
who  were  assembled,  '  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  let  me  present 
you  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  England.'  I  shook  hands  with  them 
all,  ti^anked  them  for  their  kindness  while  I  had  been  their  col- 
league, wished  them  all  manner  of  prosperity,  and  immediarply 
withdrew. 

We  had  a  very  merry  evening  at  home  and  forgot  all  our 
anxiety.     On  Sunday  we  all  went  to  church  together  and  took 
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the  Holy  Communion,  praying  that  i  might  be  enabled  to  peN 
form  the  new  duties  to  devolve  upon  me. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  on  Monday  I  did  not  muke  any  for- 
mal announcement  of  having  left  the  Cabinet,  but  I  published 
my  promotion  by  oschewing  the  ministerial  bench,  and  showing 
in  various  ways  that  I  was  no  longer  a  membtir  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  recciveil  the  warmest  congratulations  from  the  pt'crs 
on  all  sides,  with  many  flattering  8|)eeches  that  my  moilesty  for- 
bids me  to  re|)eat. 

Lord  Ellenborough,  shaking  hands  with  me,  said  that  he  felt 
particular  satisfaction,  from  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the 
office  of  Chief  Justice,  and  he  made  an  offer,  which  I  gladly 
accepted,  of  the  use  of  the  collar  of  SS  which  had  been  Avorn  by 
Lord  Mansfield,  and  through  Lord  Kenyon  had  come  down  to 
his  father.  This  I  was  to  have  copie<l,  and  to  wear  till  my  own 
was  ready. 

Wednesday,  the  6th  of  March,  I  had  an  audience  of  the  Queon, 
when  I  delivered  up  the  seals  of  the  Duchy  and  kissed  hands 
on  my  new  appointment. 

I  am  dreadfully  harrassed  and  perplexed  about  the  appoint- 
ment of  ray  officers,  and  I  almost  wish  already  that  I  again 
enjoyed  the  obscure  quiet  of  the  Duchy. 

The  preparations  for  the  circuit  likewise  keep  me  in  a  bustle. 
On  Saturday  morning  I  start  by  rail  for  Lincoln.  What  a  plunge 
I  am  to  make !  The  change  is  greater  than  ever  happened  to 
any  judge  before ;  for  during  nine  long  years  I  have  neither 
been  at  the  bar  nor  on  the  bench. 


LETTERS  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Stratheden  House,  Sunday  night,  March  3, 1850. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  have  very  little  more  to  tell 
you.  I  am  overpowered  l)y  congratulations,  some  of  which  are 
sincere  and  hearty.  I  am  most  touched  by  the  regret  at  losing 
me  from  the  Cabinet  (I  believe  truly)  expressed  by  my  col- 
leagues.    I  certainly  there  acted  upon  our  motto  'Audacter  et 
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aperte*  Prudently  holding  my  tongue  when  subjocts  were  dl«- 
cuHmnl  of  which  I  knew  nottiing,  I  Hpokt;  out,  nnd  with  advan- 
tage to  the  State,  when  conHtilutionul  or  internutionul  questions 
came  up. 

Parke  has  undertaken  todoull  tlie  work  in  NorthnmptonHhire 
and  Rutland.  On  Saturday  I  go  down  to  Lincoln,  and  there 
preside  on  the  Civil  side.  At  the  next  place,  Nottingham,  T  am 
on  the  Crown  side,  and  unluckily  I  have  to  l)cgin  with  three 
horrid  murders. 

I  have  received  an  extremely  kind  letter  from  Coleridge, 
which  I  wi''  send  to  you  that  you  may  see  the  hallucination 
undei  whicti  Denman  labored  in  suppt.ning  that  the  puisnes 
would  not  co-operate  with  me. 

I  am  in  a  terrible  whirl  amidst  rings,  mottoes,  robes  of  all 
hues,  wigs — full-bottom  and  tie,  Ac,  &c.  The  leave-taking 
ceremony  will  be  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 

The  newsj.apers  have  become  very  civil  to  me,  and  only  object 
to  me  on  the  ground  of  my  being  a  Cabinet  Minister.  Taking 
care,  with  God's  help,  to  do  my  duty,  I  shall  care  very  little  for 
what  tliey  say  of  me  for  the  rest  of  my  days. 


m 


Stratheden  House,  Tuesday  night,  March  5, 1850. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  oasure  you  that  your  letter, 
80  full  of  heart  and  love,  which  we  received  this  evening,  has 
mode  us  all  doubly  enjoy  our  promotion. 

The  event  is  certain  now,  and  nothing  can  deprive  me  of  the 
office  but  death,  or  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  concurring  in 
an  address  against  me  for  misconduct — 

Not  Fate  itself  can  o'er  the  past  have  power ; 

For  what  has  been  has  been,  and  I  have  had  my  hour. 


This  morning  began  with  'ringing  me  out'  at  Lincoln's  Inn. 
The  prospect  of  the  ceremony  made  me  rather  uncomfortable 
from  the  time  when  I  knew  that  Brougham  was  to  preside  at  it, 
for  there  was  no  saying  what  line  he  would  take,  or  what  topics 
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he  would  touch  uim)u — ho  that  prquiration  or  preincUitation 
could  not  be  resorted  to.  lu  the  event  he  confined  hiniHelf  to 
an  culogium  upon  Lord  Denman,  ui  which  I  had  only  to  acqui- 
esce, and  the  wholo  affuir  wan  over  in  a  few  niinutcM.  I  pre- 
sume that  some  account  of  it  will  upiKutr  in  the  public  journals, 
although  previous  noti(!e  of  it  had  not  been  comnmnio  \ted  to  the 
reporters.  Brougham  tried  to  play  nie  a  dog's  trick  by  running 
away  with  my  fee  of  ten  guineiM  as  a  retainer  to  plead,  when 
lKHx)me  a  serjcant,  for  the  S<K'iety  of  Lincoln's  Lin.  I  made 
him  disgorge  the  money  at  the  House  of  Lords  by  threatening 
to  sentence  him  to  the  gidlows  as  a  thief,  and  so  (tommcnciug  my 
judicial  mrccr  with  a  notorious  culprit. 

I  was  sworn  in  before  the  Chancellor  at  four  o'clock — Cole- 
ridge and  Wightman,  the  only  puisnes  in  town,  attending,  along 
with  the  officers  of  the  court.  First  I  was  made  a  serjeant,  and 
then  my  patent  writ  ns  Chief  Justice  was  handed  to  me,  and, 
having  taken  many  strange  oaths,  my  title  to  hang,  draw,  and 
quarter  was  complete.  I  continue  still  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy, 
but  deliver  up  the  seals  to  the  Queen  to-morrow  ut  one  o'clock. 

I  enclose  Coleridge's  note.  He  and  Wightman  have  behaved 
to  me  most  kindly ;  Erie  is  one  of  my  best  friends,  and  we  shall 
all  go  on  very  harmoniously.  I  really  am  sinsrularly  lucky  in 
my  puisnes. 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

March,  18ftO— Dboember,  l^BI. 

Firit  Circuit  an  Chief  Juntioe — JudgmenU  During  T«rni — Serjoantn  Inn  — 
SittingH  at  Niai  Priut — Renignation  of  Lord  Cott«iilium— The  Ureat  6eal 
TranKfurruil  to  LonU  CotiiiniKHionorit— Lord  I'aiinurNtuu  and  Don  I'aciticu 
— Doath  ol  Sir  Uohort  Peol— Appoain  in  thn  IIouho  of  Lordn— Oxford 
Circuit— Lord  Truro  Chancfillor — Tour  to  tho  Hobrideii  ancl  the  High- 
landH — Dinner  at  Mr.  .Iu«tice  I'atteBoa'H — Worit  in  Termtirao— Write* 
the  'Lil'u  ut'  Lord  Tenterdun' — I'eriloUH  iStato  of  thu  Wliig  (Jovernment 
— Dinrueli  the  Rising  Man — I'ajial  AggroHgion— Lord  John  UuhhoU's 
Scheme  for  Cliunceiy  Ilerorm — Homo  Circuit— Doath  of  Lord  Cottenliain 
and  Lord  Langdalo— The  flreat  Exhibition— Quoou'h  Fancy  Ball— Hi» 
Daily  Life — Sir  JameH  Oraham — Lord  Truro'g  Opponition  to  the  Regis- 
tration  of  Deeds  Bill — Evidence  Bill — Fusion  of  Law  and  Equity — 
Western  Circuit— Meeting  with  Lord  Doniuan- Chief  Justice  s  Salary — 
Letter  from  Rome — Interview  with  the  Pope — Working  of  the  new  Evi- 
dence Act. 

JOURNAL. 


April  9. — I  ani  returned  from  the  circuit,  having  made  my 
dibut  08  a  judge.  I  stood  the  fatigue  well,  did  not  get  into  any 
scrape,  an«l  I  Ixjlieve  I  have  the  gootl  word  of  the  Midland  men. 
The  novelty  of  the  scenes  and  circumstances  through  which  I 
passed  excited  and  amused  me.  The  most  magnificent  spectacle 
was  the  procession  from  the  great  West  door  of  the  Cathedral  at 
Lincoln  to  the  choir,  attended  by  the  Bishop  and  the  clergy,  the 
Chief  Justice  ermined,  with  his  collar  of  SS,  in  *  peacock  state.* 
The  most  arduous  duty  on  the  circuit  was  entertaining  the  nmgis- 
trates  at  dinner,  a  duty  we  had  to  perform  at  every  assize  town. 
My  colleague  was  Parke,  who  was  very  friendly  to  me.  He  is- 
a  very  learned  and  very  able  lawyer. 

I  suffered  from  nothing  except  wearing  a  full-bottomed  wig 
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ufttT  liaviii}{  Im'cii  (li^t'iiciimlM'inl  <if  it  for  iiiiii!  yourn.  My  \mu\ 
a«'ln'<I  1111*1  my  taciiUifM  wiif  rruiujM'«l  l>y  tin-  prrHMiiri!  «>!'  it,  Itiit  I 
ho(M>  that  iiHo  will  a^aiii  i-ccoiKilu  iik-  to  (IiIm  iMu-lNiruuM  <>iicuin- 
bmtut!,  altlii)ii;;li  I  wi.xli  that  it  woru  iv<4(<i*vc<l  oxcluMivcly  fur 
the  |)iii'|M)M>  i>t' iiiakiii^  an  AtViiun  warrior  look  iiioru  ioriiiitlalilf 
to  liin  I'lU'niit'M  in  the  JioM  t>f'  l)attl»'.*  Once  I  waM  oliIig(>«|  to  put 
un  the  tilack  <-a|>,  and  \mm  Hcntvncf  ol'dcatli.  Tiiin  I  <li«|  with 
tolcrahh*  conipoMnrr,  at  I  niicw  that  Mic  wcntonco  war<  not  to  Im- 
<'ai'rii'«|  into  vttWt.  After  a  littlo  niori'  practice  I  o.xjH'ct  to  Im- 
pri'tty  nnitli  at  my  viw,  .-(ittinj;  t-ithor  at  Xlni  IVinn  or  in  tlio 
Crown  court.  That  of  wiiicli  I  am  most  afraid  at  prrncnt  ih  rlir 
term  laisincHH,  till  [  ^;('t  my  hand  in.  ('au.sc  is  to  he  shown 
ugainst  rules  of  which  I  know  nolhin;;,  special  <lcmurrcrs  arc  to 
1k»  argued  dc[)cndin^  on  the  Xfir  IIuIih  with  wiiich  I  am  l»y  no 
means  familiar,  and  thi>  hckh'ihi  cnmM  turn  upon  the  construction 
of  statutes  which  have  passed  since  I  left  the  bar.  lint  silence 
and  discretion  will  do  much  to  conceal  my  ignorance  on  these 
pointrt.  With  the  great  principles  of  jiu'isprudence  perhaps  I 
uu)  as  conversant  as  my  colleagiuw. 

Miiy  21. — I  have  got  on  as  Chief  Justice  much  Ixitter  than  I 
cxjH.'ctwl.  The  first  motion  made  In'foro  nic  wa.s  for  a  Prohihi- 
tion  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  against  carrying  the  sen- 
tence in  favor  of  Gorham  into  execution.  My  brethren  agreed 
with  me  that  we  should  take  time  to  consider  whether  the  rule  to 
show  cause  ought  to  Ixs  grunt( d.  I'atteson  at  tii-st  doubted,  but 
cumc  rouiul  to  the  ojunion  of  the  rest  that  the  rule  shouKl  Iw 
refuseil.  I  wrote  the  judgnuuit,  which  was  at  first  nnich  admired. 
My  reputation,  however,  was  considerably  tarnished  in  about  a 
week  after,  when,  the  motion  being  renewed  in  the  Commcai 
Plea.s,  a  mistake  I  had  made  was  exposed  alK)ut  the  times  of  the 
passing  of  two  A(!ts  of  Parlianjent — 24  Hen.  VIII.  c.  12,  and 
26  Hen.  VIII.  c.  19,  I  liad  followed  preceding  writers,  who 
had  been  misled  by  not  attending  to  the  change  of  style,  and  hy 
forgetting    that  'February,    1632'   came  after   'May,   1532.' 

*  For  this  purpono  was  Erskine's  full-bottom  purclmsed  and  exported  to  the 
coast  of  Guinea  wiien  he  ceased  to  bu  Lord  Chancellor. 
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Althoii((!)  imrimtfrial  to  lhi>  nr^fiitiK'tit,  it  ^^uvo  ii  triumph  to  tho 
niMhop  of  Kxi'tiT  uihI  liin  |MUty.* 

My  Ih'oIIht  jii<in<'«»  lmv«'  Imvh  vi-ry  kitui  to  ino,  iiiul  I  h«v»» 
p;nii«>  on  with  thiiii  inoHt  hiiniiMiiiously,  I  wiim  oftcii  in  u  fright- 
fill  mint  wht'u  II  coniiHcl  Im'^uii  to  nhow  t'liti'^c  i^iiiiiMt  ii  riil(<  of 
whicli  I  knew  nothing,  or  \vh(>n,  on  a  motion  for  ii  new  trial, 
thi'  report  of  th*'  jn«l);i>  \v:im  gahhhtl  over,  without  my  having 
tht)  nioHt  (liHtant  notion  of  the  pointw  to  Im>  disrUHMHl.  Hut  a 
iitth;  (layli^ht  ^raihtally  pcrnti  in,  ami  when  tht!  opinion  of  thu 
roiirt  wa*^  to  Im'  given,  I  ctuiM  h'a<l  off  with  Kom(>  ('ontiih'iKH^, 

The  only  nietnomlile  jiitlgnient  whieh  I  pronoiinct'd  iliirini; 
tluH  term  wan  veiy  interesting  to  the  profesf.ioii,  iw  it  ^li^M'lls^He<l 
the  (jiiextion  '  whether  a  WarriMter  may  hold  a  hrief  in  a  eivil  unit 
without  the  intervention  of  an  att  )rney?'  I  traceil  the  history 
of  udvot'aey  in  Engltiiid,  iutnxluciiig— 

Tho  Horjflttnt  of  th«  law  wury  an<l  wi»«, 
That  oiten  had  ybon  at  thu  i'arviMO. 

During  tho  term  we  decided  off-hand  all  the  cjihos  whieh  oume 
'ot'fore  UH  except  seven.  To  wottlc  these  we  had  a  Ciihinet  dinner, 
after  term,  at  this  house,  and  we  made  up  our  minds  upon  all. 
I  have  already  written  the  judgmentM  in  two  of  them,  and  I  trust 
there  never  will  l)e  arj'ears  to  complain  of  tniipore  CamplxjII. 

I  have  dined  twice  at  Htfrjeants  Inn,  my  lulmissioii  to  which 
cost  ine  near  £700.  My  hrethren  of  the  l«'iich  an;  a  most 
respectable  set,  and  I  l)elieve  superior  to  their  pre<lecessors  who 
filled  their  places  fifty  years  ago.  Ihit  1  can  make  no  impres- 
sion on  them  as  a  Ixnly,  in  inducing  them  actively  tt)  co-o|)erato 
in  legal  reform,  although  there  are  individuals  among  them  who 
might  be  made  most  etKcient  in  this  department.  The  Serjeants 
are  a  very  degenerate  race,  and,  their  exclusive  audience  in  the 
Common  Pleas  l)oing  g«»ne,  it  is  full  time  that  the  order  should 
be  utterly  abolished. 


*My  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the  Common  Pleas  and  aft(»rwardi  in  the 
Exchequer,  and  tho  Bishop  of  Exeter  was  driven  to  declare  that  the  Common 
Law  judges  were  all  equally  wrong. 
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AAcr  tunn  I  mt  nix  thyn  nt  NImI  PriiiM  in  \V«'NttiiiiiAt«<r  iiimI 
LoikIoii,  iukI  found  it  mllu>r  irkmiim*  work.  ThiTc  an'  no 
lon^  'r  any  il(>4<i4li>(|  IiwIitm  ut  the  Inir,  iin<i  tlii>  IniMini'MM  Im  nut 
nmrl  '  mo  woII  <lonu  lut  I  n>rncnilN>r  it  to  hitvi*  Inimi  in  llii<  IiiumIm 
of  F.rHkint*  nnd  Imw.  It  in  <li'«'U«iinl  <lni«i)(i>ry  to  tuk«  down  tlio 
(>vld<>n(!('  of  u  lon^  Htrin^  of  witnfHww  proving  tliu  Muni<  fiiriM 
ovtr  and  ovt<r  a)(ain.  I  nuiHt  (wtaMi^li  my  clianictiT  for/xi/iVmM 
Ix'fori'  I  (im  vi>nturt>  to  diM'iplinu  tli(>  Inu*,  \\h  I  ri'mcmlHT  Kllvn- 
l)oi'oii){h  doin^. 

May  .'7. — I^ord  Cotti'nhnm  ha«  lU'tnally  rpul^ncd.  It  wiw 
nnnounciHl  that  li«'  would  certainly  take  IiIh  pla<t>  to-dav  on  tliu 
W(M>lHack,  and  intiird  in;  hiniMcIf  wroto  a  li'tt«>r  to  tiiii*  ftt'iTt  to 
liord  lianHdownv,  Hut  on  rntcrin^  tlif  IIouhi>  I  diMi>ov<  ihhI  that 
III!  wax  not  there,  and  I  wan  olili^fed  a^ain  to  nit  S|M>aker  invHelf. 
Tim  newH  of  hin  rcMi^^nntion  H4>emed  to  ^\\v  general  natiNfaetion, 
iw  he  in  now  wholly  unfit  to  do  the  dutieH  of  IiIh  ofliev. 

June.  10. — Th(!  (ireat  Heal  in  to  Ih«  traiiHlerre*!  to  Lordn  Coin- 
niiM^ioneiiH  Lan^dale,  Sliiidw<>ll  and  Rolfe.  Lord  •lohn  H4<nt  to 
mv  to  announce  the  forthcorniuK  ConinuHMion,  and  to  <M»nHult  mo 
alxmt  the  three  ConmiisHionerH  he  in'opoHtHJ  to  Helect.  [  told  him 
truly  that  hu  could  not  well  do  hetter.  lie  then  mentioned  to 
mu  hirt  plan  of  having  a  Permanent  ( 'hief  in  the  Court  of  Oluui- 
cery,  and  a  iSuprenu;  Judj^e  of  Appeal  to  preside  in  the  IIuum) 
of  Lordu  uud  the  Judicial  Committuu. 


LETTEIl  TO  8IR  UKOUOK  CAMI'UKLL. 

Woolnftck,  Monday  evening,  June  10,  I860. 

My  dkau  Bhothkk: —  ...  I  am  horo  sitting  Hpeuker,  I 
hope  for  the  hwt  time,  for  it  is  a  great  Ijore.  Tuenday  waw  once 
Hxed  for  the  transfer  of  the  Great  Seal  to  the  LowIh  Commis- 
sioners, but  the  ceremony  is  now  postponed  till  Thursday. 
Broughatn  is  in  a  great  rage  al)out  Cottenham's  earldom. 

.John  Russell  is  in  a  terrible  fix  about  the  bisection  of  tlm 
offi<'0  of  Lord  Chancellor.  There  will  be  almost  an  inipossi- 
bility  to  find   a  fit  person  to  sit  here  and  to  try  the  appeals. 
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TT|H>ii  thiM  very  iiitirh  ili>|M<n(l  tln'  dit^nity  mid  i<flli'!i>n«*y  mid  (*on- 
»lilutli)iiiil  iNwitioii  itt'liiiM  IIoiiM>.  I  hiivtt  th<*  niuiKf  miiri  mnrfno 
t«'«>lii)K.  I  n'lilly  pri'ttT  itittiiiK  in  (Iiuh'h'm  IWiirli  to  Mittinj;  hi>ri>. 
Till'  di'M'iiMMioiiM  then*  iin>  tiicint  iiiti>lli>4'ttml — 1(»  miy  nofliiii^  of 
tli«>  fiK't  thiit  tlicri*  I  linvu  it  nil  my  own  wiiy,  iind  lien*  I  tun  n 
ninnlNT  of  u  |>nrty  in  ('«)nHtunt  dmi^cr  of  lM'in|(  in  ii  minority. 
TliiM  very  ni^lit  tho  (}ovi>rnini>nt  niiidi'  m«>  o|)|Mmi>  n  Hill  which 
thry  t'otiiid  th«'y  of  thi'niM'lvcH  wrn'  t<M>  woiiU  to  throw  out. 

Thi!  w«>ath(>r  hiw  Im>4'o,i  <•  nioNt  i>X)|iiiMit«'ly  ^miul,  iiiid  I  ho{>o 
that  you  havo  full  cnjoynii'tit  of  it.  My  health  contiiiiii'M  cxntl- 
li>nt.  I  hav«>a  plniwint  rid(<(>v«>ry  morning  to  VVo>ttmiiiHti>r  I  fall, 
and  ^I'nt'raliy  anoth«>r  IxMucat  live  o'clock.  It  in  lucky  that  thn 
trannit  iH  all  the  way  through  the  Koyal  parkn.  The  accountn 
from  Ilartrigj^c  arc  very  «atiHfaet«»ry.  Yctu  will  Im*  pleaHi"*!  to 
Hce  our  improvementM.  I  nhall  d(>light  in  the  (;;arden,  and  I 
havu  n  childish  hankering;  after  iM<piH>r-hoxeH  for  the  cornerM  of 
the  houH<>.  We  Hhull  then  exclaim,  iih  in  the  novel  of  '  Marriage/ 
'  lUnm  d'yo  eu'  it— I  in'  it  the  C»wtt'll.' 


JOURNAL. 

June  16. — To-morrow  eomeH  off*  at  last  Lortl  Stanley's  motion 
in  the  liordw  alxuit  Greece  and  Don  Pacifico.  PalmerHton  hiw 
had  very  l)a<l  luck  in  this  affair,  but  I  am  sorry  to  Hay  that  he  i^ 
hy  no  meaiirt  free  from  hlame.  In  the  (liHt  place  lie  Hent  iiiHtru(v 
tioiiH  to  our  ininiHter  and  our  admiral  at  Atheim  to  renort  to  fonx', 
without  ever  having  brought  the  matter  Ix'foro  the  Cabinet, 
although  wc  were  all  in  town,  and  the  measure  was  more 
itnportnnt  than  sending  the  fleet  to  tho  Dardancll(>H,  about  which 
we  were  all  summoned  from  the  remotest  part  of  the  kingdom 
to*meet  on  the  1st  of  October  last.  Tho  only  reason  stat^nl  to 
the  Cabinet  for  Sir  William  Parker's  visit  to  tlu;  Pirieus  was 
that  he  might  try  to  enforce  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  Greek 
loan.  Now  I  quite  agree  that  the  Foreign  Minister  must  carry 
on  the  ordinary  business  of  the  office  propria  marte,  or  consult- 
ing with  the  Prime  Minister  only,  but  where  a  step  is  to  bo 
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taken  which  is  sure  to  excite  a  great  sensation  in  Europe,  mid 
which  may  lead  to  a  European  war,  the  Cabinet  most  undoubt- 
edly ought  to  be  consulted  about  it. 

Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  this  particular  lispute,  I 
should  like  to  take  a  part  in  the  debate,  and  to  e>i)oand  the  law 
of  nations  on  the  subject.  But,  circumstanced  as  I  am,  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  my  duties  as  Speaker.  I  have  refused  to  act 
in  this  capacity  any  longer,  and  I  presume  that  Lord  Langdale 
will  now  be  appointed  Speaker,  Avith  a  commission  to  me  to  sit 
in  his  absence. 


LETTER  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Woolsack,  Monday  night,  half-past  eleven,  June  17, 1860. 

My  DEAR  Brother  : —  .  .  .  Here  I  am  Speaker  once  more^ 
The  debate  on  Stanley's  motion  is  going  on,  and  there  is  great 
reason  to  fear  that  about  three  in  the  morning  I  shall  have  to 
say,  *  The  Contents  have  it.'  This  grieves  me,  being  still  a  stout 
party  man,  and  moreover  feeling  that  the  stability  of  the  present 
Government  is  for  the  general  good.  I  do  not  believe  that  a 
resignation  will  follow,  but  the  Whigs  will  receive  a  heavy  blow. 
The  debate  has  been  a  very  indifferent  one.  Stanley  was  too 
minute.  Lord  Lansdowne  very  inefficient,  Aberdeen  very  spite- 
ful. I  could  myself  lay  down  the  law  of  Reprisals  better  than 
it  has  yet  been  explained,  and  apply  it  to  the  facts  of  the  Greek 
question.  The  refusals  and  delays  to  do  us  justice  have  hardly 
been  hinted  at. 

I  hear  that  we  are  to  be  beaten  by  ten,  although  Lady  Pal- 
merstou  has  been  in  the  House  all  night  and  has  been  very 
active.  Getting  Langdale  to  sit  for  me  half-an-hour,  I  went 
into  the  refreshment  room  avA  drank  tea  with  her.  She  affects 
to  be  in  good  spirits,  but  she  is  evidently  in  a  great  tremor. 
Palmerston  himself  has  been  on  the  steps  of  the  throne.  It 
is  very  hard  upon  him  that  he  cannot  be  heard,  in  the  French 
fashion,  here  as  well  as  in  the  Commons. 

Lord  Langdale  is  henceforth  to  be  Speaker,  and  I  shall  be 
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relieved  from  my  laboi's.     I  shall  leave  room  to  give  you  the 
division : 

Contents — Present,  113;  Proxies,  56=169.     Not  Contents 
— Present,  77 ;  Proxies,  55=132.     Poor  Palm ! 


JOURNAL. 

June  19. — My  anti('ii)ation  was  too  true.  As  Speaker  of  the 
Lords  I  had  to  say,  *  So  the  Contents  have  it,'  and  the  majority 
was  so  great  that  many  think  there  must  be  an  immediate  resig- 
nation and  change  of  government. 

June  29. — Lord  John  stuck  to  the  helm,  and  his  resolution  is 
justified  by  the  large  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
favor  of  Palmerston  on  Roebuck's  motion  to  undo  the  vote  of 
the  Lords. 

July  7. — We  are  still  appalled  by  the  sudden  death  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel.  There  has  boon  a  wonderful  inclination  to  do  honor 
to  his  memory,  and  I  should  not  wonder  if  he  were  thought  a 
greater  man  by  posterity  than  by  his  contemporaries.  His 
apparent  inconsistencnes  may  be  considered  his  principal  merit, 
as  showing  how  he  got  over  the  prejudices  of  education  and  the 
ties  of  party,  in  the  pursuit  of  what  ho  considered  and  believed 
to  be  the  truth.     His  death  is  a  very  heavy  blow  to  the  Whigs. 

Our  Premier  has  made  an  ominous  confession  in  admitting 
that  he  must  abandon  for  the  i)resent  the  abolition  of  the  Irish 
Viceroyalty,  and  the  long  promised  arrangement  for  the  bisection 
of  the  Great  Seal.  AVhon  is  he  likely  to  be  stronger  on  such 
questions  ? 

The  great  reproach  now  is  the  administration  of  Equity,  and 
the  hearing  of  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Great  Seal  are  in  sad  disrepute.  Rolfe  is  much 
respected,  but  his  colleagues  are  altogether  incompetent.  Langdale 
is  without  vigor  and  has  not  a  judicial  mind.  I  believe  he  might 
have  been  Lord  Keeper  or  Lord  Chancellor  if  he  had  liked, 
but  he  has  an  utter  horror  of  the  m^Ue  of  debate,  and  he  tells  me 
he  would  on  no  account  become  a  member  of  the  Cabinet. 
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ShiMhvell  is  phyHioally  (Usquulifiod;  ever  since  his  appointment 
lie  has  been  confined  to  his  bed.  Therefore  nothing  but  the 
routine  business  of  the  Great  Seal  is  done,  and  the  long  arrear  of 
appeals  arising  from  Lord  Cottenham's  absence  remains  untouched. 
Most  portentous  of  all,  Lord  Brougham  sits  alone,  deciding  cases 
in  the  House  of  Lords !  I  prevented  him  from  summoning  the 
judges,  but  he  has  been  hearing  several  writs  of  error  and 
appeals  without  any  assistance.  This  is  a  mere  mockery,  and 
must  bring  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords  into 
sad  discredit.  There  has  been  a  deputation  from  the  Chancery 
counsel,  complaining  to  the  Home  Secretary  of  the  inadequate 
judicial  force  now  employed,  and  a  petition  on  the  subject  to  the 
House  of  Commons  is  to  be  presented  in  a  few  days.  Brougham 
says  truly  that  he  is  as  goo<l  as  when  he  was  Chancellor,  but  then 
he  made  very  indifferent  work  of  it. 

I  am  now  about  to  proceed  on  the  Oxford  circuit,  which  I 
joined  forty  years  ago,  a  barrister  without  a  brief  and  without  a 
friend. 

August  17. — My  circuit  passed  oif  very  pleasantly.  I  had  for 
my  colleague  my  old  pupil  Vaughan  Williams,  whom  I  made  a 
judge  in  1846.  1  found  him  not  only  a  g"»od  lawyer,  but  a  very 
agi'ceable  companion.  We  had  i,  delightful  row  upon  the 
Thames  between  Abingdon  and  Oxford,  and  nice  walks  together 
at  every  circuit  town.  I  had  only  once  to  pass  sentence  of  death, 
and  this  gave  me  little  anxiety,  as  it  was  for  an  atrocious  murder, 
proved  by  the  clearest  evidence. 

My  chief  amusement  was,  like  Haroun  al  Raschid,  wandering 
about  the  town  at  night  incog,  and  observing  the  manners  of  the 
people.  At  StaflPord  I  was  recognized  by  my  old  constituents, 
but  they  did  nothing  to  annoy  me.  I  heard  one  tipsy  man 
-exclaim,  '  I  plumped  for  him  before,  and  I  would  plump  for  him 
again.'  The  corporation  presented  an  address  to  me,  to  which  I 
made  a  suitable  reply. 

It  is  very  irksome  to  write  down  the  evidence  in  a  long  cause, 
— witness  after  witness  being  examined  to  the  same  immaterial 
facts ;  but  every  man  is  doomed  to  spend  a  considerable  portion 
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of  his  life  in  employments  unpleasant  and  uuintellectual.  I  trust 
that  I  was  patient  as  well  as  energetic  in  both  courts. 

Returning  to  London  on  Monday  the  12th  of  Aiigust,  I  went 
forthwith  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  there  I  saw  the  woolsack 
occupied  by  Lord  Truro.*  I  was  liappy  to  find  that,  after 
a  session  marked  by  mortifiaitions  and  defeats,  my  old  friends 
the  Ministers  were  able  to  make  a  tolerable  appearance  in  the 
Queen's  Speech.  If  they  suffer  humiliation,  tboir  opponentfi 
have  no  real  triumphs.  'Protection'  will  be  the  ruin  of  the 
Tories  as  long  as  they  adhere  to  it.  If  Lord  Stanley  could  hon- 
estly get  vid  of  it,  he  would  soon  be  Prime  Minister.  With  the 
three  per  cents,  touching  par,  an  increasing  revenue  and  dimin- 
ishing poor  rates.  Free  Trade  is  for  ever  established,  and  the 
Goveniment  on  which  it  is  8Ui)pose  to  depeud  is  safe. 

Stratheden  House,  October  ^5. — After  spending  about  a  fort- 
night at  Ilurtriggc,  I  went  with  my  daughter  Mary  on  a  tour  to 
the  Hebrides  and  the  Highlands,  and  visited  regions  more  dis- 
tant from  Westminster  Hall  than  ever  did  any  of  my  predeces- 
sors, at  least  since  the  times  of  the  old  Chief  Justiciars,  who 
made  tours  to  Gascony  and  to  the  Holy  Land.  We  were  most 
hospitiibly  entertained  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matheson  at  Stornoway 
Castle  in  the  Isle  of  Lewis.  W^e  went  next  by  Loch  Hourn  to 
Glenquoich  in  Invernessshire,  and  spent  five  days  with  the 
famous  *  Bear  Ellice,'  who  has  seen  more  of  political  leaders  and 
political  intrigue  than  any  man  in  Europe.  He  was  the  main- 
spring of  Lord  Grey's  Government,  and  had  more  to  do  with 
carrying  the  Reform  Bill  than  Lord  John  Russell  or  Lord 
Althorp.  Having  passed  through  Inverness,  Elgin,  Aberdeen 
and  Perth,  we  concluded  our  round  of  visits  at  Taymouth,  the 
most  magnificent  and  beautiful  country  seat  in  the  whole  world. 

On  my  return  home  I  Lad  the  honor  to  be  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  the  borough  of  Jedburgh.  But  I  may  perhaps  not 
revisit  this  region  as,  on  account  of  my  being  there  a  few  weeks 
of  the  year,  I  have  been  assessed  to  the  poor  not  only  on  my 

*Sir  Thomas  Wilde,  appointed  Lord  Chancellor  July,  1850.— Ed. 
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property  within  tlio  parish  (ill I  right  enough),  but  on  my  salary 
as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  which  ia  inicpiitous  and 
absurd.  I  decline  entering  into  any  litigation  on  the  Hiibject, 
but  shall  ceade  to  be  an  'inhabitant/  even  for  a  night,  till  this 
pretension  is  abandoned. 

I  have  hastened  up  to  London  before  the  beginning  of  term 
to  superintend  the  projected  reform  of  practice  and  special  j)lea(l- 
ing  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Law.  A  very  difficult  tusk  is 
before  me.  My  brother  judges  virc  disinclined  to  any  niatcrial 
change  in  our  procedure,  whv;reas  many  foolish  people  are  ciyiii;,^ 
out  for  a  total  abolition  of  it,  and  think  that  every  dispute  miiy 
be  bummarily  decidetl  on  hearing  a  verbal  altercation  (or  logo- 
machy) between  the  parties.  The  times  are  gone  by  when  u 
Chief  Justice  could  regulate  everything  by  his  own  simple 
authority.  Nevertheless  I  i  ,  by  discretion  and  tact  in  the 
management  of  the  judges  and  of  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  to  introduce  some  very  important  improvments 
in  procedure. 


«  LETTERfl  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Strathoden  House,  Sunday  night,  November  17,1850. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  I  have  nothing  to  tell  you 
beyond  what  you  may  learn  from  the  'Times,'  that  I  am  sitting 
from  day  to  day,  and  all  day  long,  in  tlie  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench.     I  find  the  work  not  very  burthensome  or  disagreeable. 

I  dined  yesterday  with  my  brother  I*atteson,  to  celebrate  his 
entrance  into  the  twenty-first  year  of  his  judgeship.  He  was 
appointed  when  I  dctdined  Lyndhurst's  offer  in  1830.  We  had 
a  very  jolly  day,  Lyndhurst  liimseif  being  present  with  six 
other  judges  whom  he  had  made,  and  all  excellent  ones.  I  told 
him  that  his  appointment  of  good  judges  would  cover  the  mul- 
titude of  his  sins.  He  said  he  had  some  thoughts  of  dying  a 
Whig,  that  I  might  deal  mercifully  with  him ;  and,  asking  me 
to  drink  wine  with  him,  he  declared  that  all  enmities  between 
us  down  to  that  moment  were  to  be  considered  as  buried  and 
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forgotten  in  tho  cluunimgue.     He  \m»  rec-ovoi't'd  his  sight,  and 
though  he  touches  eighty  he  i.s  iw  brisk  as  a  bee. 

.Sirathi'ili'ii  lloUM!,  Suiiilay  lughl,  Novuiuber  24,1850. 

My  dkak  HnoTiiKK : —  ...  1  assure  you  that  1  should 
have  as  nuuth  plea  ire  as  ever  in  writing,  and  should  write  to 
you  as  often  as  ever,  if  1  had  my  forii.cr  h'isure  for  this  purpose. 
What  I  say  is  no  eomnionphiee  excuse,  l)ut  is  literally  and  strictly 
true.  Jt  is  as  nnxfh  as  1  can  do  to  dress,  have  prayers,  and 
breakfast  before  I  set  otf  for  (iourt.  From  the  moment  I  take 
my  place  on  the  l)ench  till  we  adjourn,  my  mind  is  painfully  on 
the  stretch  attending  to  the  Inisiness  in  hand,  in  constant  appre- 
hension of  getting  into  a  scrape.  I  have  not  written  one  note 
in  court  since  I  be<;anu!  a  judge.  Change  indeed  from  my 
lounging  days,  when  hearing  appeals  in  the  House  of  Lords! 
I  then  walk  home,  and,  as  soon  as  J  have  swallowed  a  mutton 
chop,  I  sit  down  to  prepare  for  the  morrow.  This  is  the  life  1 
have  led  during  the  whole  term,  refusing  all  invitations  (except 
to  the  Lord  Mayor's  dinner,  which  I  was  told  I  couM  not  shirk) 
and  sending  none.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  my  own  puisnes 
have  dined  with  me,  but  only  to  deliberate  on  judgments,  and  I 
have  invited  all  the  judges  to  dine  with  me  next  Saturday. 

As  I  get  warm  in  my  seat  ]  shall  be  more  at  liberty  to  relax. 

Stratheden  House,  Wednesday,  November  27, 1850. 

My  dear  Buothek  : —  ...  I  got  through  all  my  causes 
this  morning  l)y  ten  o'clock,  and  I  have  a  holiday. 

I  am  rather  disturbed  and  darkened  by  the  erection  of  the 
Crystal  Palace,  but  it  will  afl'orJ  you  some  amusement  when  you 
come  up  in  May. 

Of  myself  I  can  tell  you  nothing  more  memorable  than  a 
joke  which  f  very  successfully  fired  off  on  Monday,  the  last  day 
of  term.  You  must  know  that  there  is  an  ancient  saying  in 
Westminster  Hall  that  there  should  be  nothing  but  what  is 
short  the  last  day  of  term,  and  that  we  have  a  proceeding  called 
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an  audita  querela.    On  ilm  ixfiiHiun  u  iNiri'iHtcr  of  the  name  of 

C ,  till  uiuHliictitcHl  inuii,  wiM  urguiiig  that  a  writ  of  error 

nirouUl  not  lie, and  hu  naid  'My  loitln,  I  maintain  that  the  j)ro|H'r 
couniu  would  huvu  lioen  an  audita  quervla.  (A  Itnigli  from 
the  bur).  In  Hpi^t  of  that  laugh,  my  lords,  1  do  again  aswrt 
that  tlio  proper  eoui>te  would  have  l)een  an  audita  <juvirla.' 
(Uinlouhled  laughter.)  Vitmplnll,  C,  J. — 'Mr.  0.  renienihew 
the  rule  tlutt  tirri/diiiiy  in  to  he  HJiort  the  lad  day  of  ftrin.* 
(l*r*Mligi«)Us  applause.)  There  liiin  always  Iwen  a  great  disposi- 
tion to  laugh  at  the  jests  of  the  Chief  iIuMtieo.  I  have  several 
tinu'8  sneered  at  this  in  my  '  Lives,'  hut  1  have  now  the  hencdt 
of  it! 

.lOlMtNAI.. 


,i:| 


NovanUr  J7. — I  have  been  working  exceedingly  hard,  ami 
have  written  two  judgments  {^\\'<dUm  v.  JIult,  ami  Doc  v.  Vhal- 
lis*)  on  ipiestions  of  real  property,  whieh  my  brethren  entirely 
approve  of.  I  had  serious  misgivings  with  respeet  to  my  per- 
Ibrmiuur  when  1  should  have  sueh  eases  to  deal  with,  but  I  Inul 
that,  by  sitting  iloggeilly  to  work,  1  e^m  master  them  as  if  tliey 
only  raisetl  jK)ints  about  bills  of  exehange  or  polieies  of  insur- 
auee.  1  have  gained  the  most  envlit  by  my  judgment  in  Jlum- 
phriea  v.  Brot/dcn,  touching  the  obligation  of  the  owner  of  min- 
erals to  leave  a  support  for  the  superincumbent  surface.  This  I 
flatter  njyself  will  become  a  'leailing  case.' 

1  now  sit  at  Nisi  Prius  till  Christmas,  and,  having  no  more 
judgments  to  write,  I  mejiu  to  amuse  my  evenings  with  the  life 
of  Lord  Tenterden,  the  only  deee;isetl  Chief  Justice  I  have  not 
portrayeil. 

Januai'j/  10,  ISol. — I  have  finished  my  life  of  Tenterden. 
If  it  sees  the  light,  the  old  biu'ber  of  Canterbury  must  be  a 
great  relief  to  the  reader  tired  of  aristocratic  genealogies,  and  the 
quiet  character  of  this  Chief  Justice  forms  a  striking  contrast 


*  Stptemher,  1S60. — This  latter  judgment  was  unanimously  reversed  by  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  Chamber,  and  unanimously  affirmed  by  the  House  of 
Lordf  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament. 
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with  the  turhnl(>nc>(!  of  hiH  iiiuiuMliato  prtnUiccHMir.  Ilisdevotiou 
to  thu  (K)rii|N)Hiti()i)  of  Fiatiii  vcrM'H  givoH  u  Ix'tuitiful  (;1()hc>  to  hiH 
<>iir(>(>r,  and  if  the  (hiy  wan  rather  (hill,  we  have  a  radiant  Hun8ct. 

Term  U'^iiis  to-ntorrow,  and  I  Hhall  U;  in  a  conHtiint  hiiHtle 
till  the  conctinHion  of  the  Hpring  (circuit. 

At  [tresent  no  one  can  tell  how  any  other  government  i8  to 
Ik'  f(»rm(>d,  as  liord  Stanley  cannot  yet  Mhake  otf  '  Proteetion,' 
hut  liord  John  RiiHHeil  Iiuh  such  storniH  to  eneoiinter  in  the 
approaching  Mcssion  that  he  will  prohahly  founder  in  one  of 
thenj.  Po|)iHh  Aggression — Aholition  of  the  Iriwh  Viceroyalty 
— Division  of  the;  ollii'C!  of  Chancellor — Renewal  of  the  Income 
Tax — Repeal  of  the  Malt  Tax,  and  of  all  other  tJixes  Heriatlm: 
thes<(  are  suhjeetn  which  must  come  forward,  and  there  is  not 
one  of  them  on  which  he  n>ay  not  1m'  Imiten,  Sensible  people 
ought  to  stand  by  him,  for  under  his  auspi(;es  the  country  is  most 
prosperous ;  hut  th(!re  is  no  enthusiasm  and  little  coherence  among 
his  supporters. 

Fehnmry  17. — The  session  is  a  fortnight  old,  and  the  Whig 
Government  still  subsists,  but  it  is  in  a  perilous  state. 

I  sat  by  Lord  Stanley  last  night  in  the  gallery  of  the  House 
of  Commons  whih;  Charles  WcmkI  was  opening  his  Budget,  and 
we  had  a  good  deal  of  IkkJUkkjc  together.  We  have  long  made 
lip  our  quarrel  in  the  House  of  Commons  about  Church  Rates, 
and  are  (juite  cordial  again.  I  do  believe  that  he  wishes  and 
expects  to  be  Prime  Minister  very  speedily.  He  has  splendid 
talents,  and  h.'is  a  head  for  business  as  well  as  an  admirable 
faculty  of  speaking.  But  he  does  not  inspire  confidence,  and 
I  greatly  doubt  his  discretion. 

Disraeli  is  the  I'ising  man.  A  few  years  ago  he  was  an  attor- 
ney's v\Qr\.  Now  he  is  the  leader  of  the  landed  interest,  and, 
for  anything  I  know,  the  Jew  boy  may  cut  out  the  heir  of  the 
Stanleys,  and  one  day  be  Prime  Minister  himself,  on  high  Tory 
iiiul  Protectionist  ])rinciplcs,  after  having  been  a  violent  Radical 
uiul  boxed  the  political  compass  round  and  round.  He  is  the 
pleasantest  speaker  to  listen  to  now  living,  and  he  becomes  rather 
a  favorite  with  the  House. 
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April 9. — A  i'iw  diiyH  uftitr  the  liutt  entry  in  my  juurnal  came 
ihi'  I'csi^ntitioii  of  I/ml  John  RuhwII.  The  Budget  proved  to 
In>  the  iiioHt  unpopular  ever  proiKMe<l,  uml  after  the  defeat  of 
L(M'k(!  King'rt  Bill  hy  u  majority  of  two  to  one,  pnMluettd  by  the 
almen(!i;  of  the  TorieM  and  the  (romhined  pri'seiKie  of  Radiculw  und 
Roman  Catholics,  the  Whig  Government  wax  extinguiHlii'd. 

Lord  John  did  well  when  he  renignetl,  and  he  wouhl  have 
done  betU'r  if  he  had  reHolntely  refused  to  return  to  oiTiee.  IUa 
milmequeut  career  han  been  a  (continued  series  of  hlunderH,  niorti- 
flcationHand  diHgruccM.  How  the  negotiation  failed  lH'twa>n  liini 
und  Graham  and  the  Peelites  I  do  not  underMtund.  The  diU'er- 
ence  on  Papal  AggresHion  could  have  l)een  no  seriouH  olwtacle, 
if  they  had  cordially  wished  to  couhwce.  John  Russell,  to  retain 
the  premiership,  nuwt  have  wished  to  have  the  leading  Pt^elites 
for  colleagues  ;  hut  1  susj^'ct  they  had  a  notion  that,  strengthened 
by  the  Radicals,  they  might  soon  be  able  to  form  a  government 
of  their  own,  with  Graham  at  the  head  of  it.  They  strangely 
miscalculatetl  the  feelings  of  the  English  nation.  By  making  u 
defence  of  the  Po\w  their  pretence,  they  have  ruined  their  popu- 
larity, aud,  if  u  dissolution  of  Parliament  were  now  to  take  place, 
most  of  them  would  lose  tlu'ir  seats.  Lord  Stanley,  as  soon  as 
he  can  get  rid  of  the  millstone  of  Protection,  will  swim  into 
office.  The  Whigs,  I  am  grieved  to  say,  excite  the  contempt  of 
their  friends  and  the  compassion  of  their  opponents.  Poor  Lord 
John,  after  his  blustering  letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Durham  and 
bragging  speech  respecting  what  he  would  do  against  I'lus  IX., 
has  given  an  immedicable  wound  to  his  reputation  by  his  misera- 
ble p:cclesiastical  Titles  Bill. 

He  has  hurt  himself  still  more  with  all  who  undei-stand  the 
subject  by  the  scheme  he  has  propounded  in  the  IToiisc  of  Com- 
nious  for  reforming  the  Court  of  Chancery.  This  li;..  i^cii  more 
universally  and  deeply  condemned  than  any  measure  I  have  ever 
known  brought  forward  by  any  Government.  It  ruins  the  oflice 
of  Chancellor,  damages  that  of  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  would 
greatly  obstruct  the  progress  of  business  both  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery  and  in  the  House  of  liords.     No  one  knows  who  is 


1861.] 


TMK  CKYHTAI.   PA  LACK. 


369 


th(!  author  of  tho  Dill.  I  iiuvur  wiut  coiihuIUhI  ulmut  It,  nor  will 
liny  Mw.  eltm  ucknowliHli^c  iitiy  ncqiiaiiitniu^^  with  it.  Here  livs 
a  great  (U't'uct  in  l^ord  .Fohn  Kiihm>I1'h  ohamoter  iw  u  HtattMnmn, 
which  hoM  got  him,  and  will  g«>t  him,  into  many  noraixM.  He 
actH  in  im|H>rti'iit  matters  with  which  hu  \n  im|K'rfe(^tly  acquainted 
without  consulting  any  onc,although  he  has  valuable  and  friendly 
information  and  advici;  within  hiri  reach. 

IIi.s  only  hope  now  '\h  to  pleaHi;  the  Radicals  by  promifling  a 
new  Reroiiii  Bill  for  next  xcsnion  of  Parlianjent.  I  am  greatly 
niiHtaken  if  this  hU(!ceeils.  He  muHt  again  piuw  through  Oppo- 
sition In'fore  he  can  recover  pirdiye  wa  a  Prime  Minister. 

I  hav(!  tinishcd  a  very  laborious  circuit,  and  having  Injcn  al)ove 
u  year  in  ol!l(;e,  I  may  Ik'  c(»nHiderc<l  fidly  initiated  att  Chief 
TuMtice.  I  had  to  try  two  nuirdererH  in  Ehmcx,  who  have  been 
wince  executed.  Their  guilt  wan  t^lear,  and  I  had  xm  uneoHy 
thoughts  about  them  from  the  time  when  they  were  sentenced, 
but  I  felt  much  anxiety  during  the  trials;  and  when  I  put  on 
the  bhifk  cap  n»y  nerves  were  by  no  nieans  firm. 

I  went  tlu!  Home  circuit  an  Chief  Justice  exactly  forty-three 
years  aft*'r  having  joined  it  as  a  junior  barrister.  Alas !  the 
whole  gem^ration  of  barristers  I  had  left  upon  it  had  long  l)ccn 
Bwept  away,  l  ciumot  say  that  I  found  superior  genius,  learning, 
i)r  eloquence  among  their  successors.  The  present  leaders  are 
great  bores.  But  I  got  on  with  them  tolerably  well  and, 
without  any  (juarrel  with  them,  considerably  improved  their 
Btyle  of  doing  business. 

Wonderful  revolution !  1  went  to  and  returned  from  every 
place  by  railroad,  except  that,  when  all  was  over,  I  rode  home 
on  horseback  from  Kingston  through  Richmond  Park.  I  again 
hatl  Baron  Parke  lor  my  colleague. 

I  expect  to  hear  little  else  talked  of  for  the  next  five  months 
but  the  Exhibition.  Unfortunately,  the  Crystal  Palace  stands 
Kfifore  my  windows,  and  the  neighborhood  is  already  infested  by 
mobs,  day  and  night. 

May  8. — News  arrived  to-day  of  the  death  of  Lord  Cotten- 
hara  near  Lucca.      About  a  fortnight   before  him  died   I^ord 
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I^uigilulo,  who,  it'  not  a  ^^\•^'nt  jiiil^t>,  wtiM  ii  iiiont  amiiiltlf  ;kii(| 
cX(H)ll('ti'  luuii,  uidI  a  rii«Mt  Hiiiccrt*  and  /calotiH  law-r(>ioniu>r. 

It  In  riithvi*  a  rii«>laii<linlv  nfli'ctioii  to  im>,  (hut  of  iho  tliivo 
IKHTH  nuulc  tojfcthcr  in  Januiiry,  iH.'Kt,  I  alone  "urvivf.  Of  tho 
cvaut  -MTiH'i'  of  tilt'  iMtrtioti  of  my  can-cr  whirli  yvt  rcniainM  I  nrn 
fri'«iu<'ntly  it'iiiiiulcd  \>y  flic  (li'o|i|tin){  oil'  of"  my  contcniponiricfi 
and  jiiniorH.  I  <'iin  only  pray  to  IN'avrn  to  ciiaMr  uw  to  |M>rtorni 
iiM'fully  and  roHpcctaMy  tlic  tInticH  of  tny  Mtatinii  while  li'.caiiil 
Mtrcn^th  art'  vouj'hsafcd  to  in<>,  and  to  (it  nio  for  tin-  awful  (-|ian|.M> 
into  another  Htute  of  exiNtencc  which  niiiHt  at  no  ^rcat  diNtancx 
await  niu. 

Ma/f  .?.?. — I  have  U-en  all  day  in  iheCryHfal  Pala*"*',  th«' (treat 
Exhihition  of  IHAl.  The  w(tnderfiil  mik-cchh  of  this  project  lm,<t 
tnad<'  nH  for^jet  I'apal  Ajj;^res,«<ion,  Fi(»rd  •Fohn  ItuHfclI'rt  defcatn, 
and  all  the  topicH  which  have  HiicceKxively  agitated  the  pnblin 
mind  during  the  lawt  nix  montliH.  I  was  at  fn-st  a  Htroug  atiti- 
exhihitioni.st,  and  made  niyHcIf  very  olinoxioiis  l»y  denouncing 
in  the  IIou.se  of  Lords  the  propond  dewcration  of  Ilyd«'  Park, 
liut  there  is  no  denyiM<r  that  the  Kxhihition  han  turned  out  one 
of  the  wonders  of  the  world.  Since  the  dinpernion  of  mankind 
at  Ikl)el  there  never  has  been  such  a  rhiiiiim,  and  \\v  have  the 
prtKlucc  of  nature  and  of  art  from  every,  part  of  the  planet 
wliieh  we  inhabit.  It  really  will  form  an  era  in  the  history  of 
our  species. 

\Vc  aro  invited  to  the  Queen's  fancy  ball  on  the  13th  of  June, 
when  we  are  all  to  appear  in  the  characters  or  costume  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  I  am  t(t  go  as  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  Chief 
Justice;  and  I  am  now  nuich  occupied  in  considering  n»y  dress; 
that  is  to  say,  which  robes  I  should  wear — scarlet,  purple  or 
black  ?  The  oidy  new  articles  I  shall  have  to  onhsr  are  my  black 
velvet  coif,  a  beard  with  moustm-hes,  and  a  pair  of  shoes  with  red 
heels  luid  nnl  rosettes. 

This  slight  deviation  from  the  politico-professional  high  road 
may  cause  some  regret  to  my  grandchildren  that  I  do  not  wander 
more  into  the  byways  of  private  life.  I  may  now  mention  some 
of  '  grandpapa's '  habits.     I  never  rise  in  the  morning  to  study, 
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l)iit  got  up  to  rwwl  tho  now>*|Mi[>or.  \\y  linlf-|N(Mt  oi^ht  w«  have 
pniyorM,  tuid  all  hrfukfiiNt  t«iK«>tli('r.  Next  I  tnoiint  my  Uovnv  to 
ridtMlowii  to  WcHtiiiinNtcr  through  Kt>nMii)^ton  (lunlfiH,  Hyde 
Purk,  CoiiNtitiktioii  Hill,  the  Mull,  or  Hiril(iip>  Walk,  my  tlonr 
<luii|:;ht4>i'  Mary  Kt'iii>rully  accompanying  mc  I  am  the  (h'Ht  in 
tli(*  jii(l(i;('s'  rolMn((-r<N)m.  In  ilii>|i  nty  laif^ih);;  piiiNncH,  and, 
atW  a  little  friendly  )];o»4>«ip,  we  take  mir  placen  on  the  l)erieli. 
Ilerew  Hit  from  a  tew  mimiten  pM>t  uw  till  nlxiul  hnlt'-pa^t  lunr. 
I  go  to  the  IIoiiM!  of  LohIm  wIk'Ii  it  sitn,  eontiniiin^  there  till 
bdtwet'M  Mix  and  wven,  when  their  lord-ihipf*  generally  adjonrn. 
f  walk  or  ride  home,  an<l  have  a  mutton  chop  or  Home  Niieh 
repa.«)t  ready  for  me,  never  takin^j;  ahove  two  jrlasses  of  wine. 
Aliont  eijfht  the  whole  family  mcft  at  da,  a  mont  «leli)i;htful  meal. 
I  hate  great  dimitiN,  altlxaigh  I  am  oliU^^ed  to  Hulimit  to  them 
Nometinx-s,  Koth  at  home  and  abroad.  In  the  eveuin^  I  writo 
judgment"*  .,c  l(M)k  into  the  Crown  or  Special  papers  for  the  fol- 
lowing day,  txoin/r  to  hed  about  one. 

Duriiiif  the  Ni  i  PriiH  sittings,  I  am  obliged  to  start  half  an 
hour  earlier,*  antl  I  am  soiiiclimes  ki'pt  in  c(mrt  to  a  late  hour, 
lait  there  is  less  extra-curial  dru<lgery.  Upon  the  circuit  tlm 
duty  is  often  very  severe,  but  I  always  contrive  to  have  a  little 
walk  befoii?  breakfast,  and  if  I  feast  «me  day,  I  fast  the  next. 
1  ha  e  great  reason  to  bless  CJimI  that  my  life  upou  the  whole 
is  a  \  ery  agreeable  one. 

I  regret  that  I  have  now  very  little  leisure  for  num-ellaiie- 
ous  reading,  and  I  fear  my  literary  hdjors  are  at  an  end.  Never- 
theless, I  havt!  finished  the  lives  of  Kenyon,  Ellenborough  and 
Tenterdeu,  which  I  shall  keep  by  me  in  MS. 

Jane  1. — Had  a  long  couvcrsatiou  yesterday  in  the  (Vystul 
Palacre  with  Sir  James  (Jrahauj.  lie  began  with  congratulating 
ine  on  my  'brilliant  success'  as  Chief  .Tustice,  which  he  extolled 
rather  extra vagently.     I  lamented  that  he  was  not  serving  his 


*Ni9i  Prius  sittings  then  began  at  ha'f-past  nine,  but  I  was  soon  after 
obliged  to  postpone  them  till  ten.  The  courts  at  WeHtnimster  used  to  sit  at 
seven  in  the  morning  and  rise  at  twelve.  In  iinotlier  generation  I  suppose 
they  will  sit  at  twelve  and  ri«e  at  seven. 
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country  as  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  He  attempted  an  expla- 
nation of  his  conduct,  which  was  not  quite  satisfactory.  I  can- 
not account  for  the  part  he  is  playing,  either  on  the  principles 
of  patriotism  or  selfishness.  Although  he  said  he  should  be 
willing  to  serve  under  Lord  John  if  they  could  agi.'ee,  I  suspect 
that  he  looks  forward  to  the  premiership.  Meanwhile  he  pleases 
no  party,  and  is  a  mere  isolated  individual.  He  praises  the 
excellent  good  sense  of  the  people,  which  he  says  rendere  the 
form  of  government  in  this  country  of  less  importance,  while  he 
admits  that  the  present  extreme  weakness  of  the  Ministry  endan- 
gers the  throne. 

The  most  amusing  topic  about  town  now  is  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's opiwsition  to  a  Government  Bill  which,  at  the  request  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  I  had  introtluced  into  the  House  of  Lords, 
for  the  registration  of  deeds.  There  has  been  nothing  like  this 
since  Thurlow  opposed  Pitt's  Bill  for  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  off 
the  National  Debt.  We  are  to  have  another  tussle  on  Tuesday 
evening,  and  much  sport  is  expected.  Our  present  Chancellor 
is  almost  as  great  an  anti-reformer  as  Lord  Eldon. 

June  19. — Yesterday  was  the  last  day  of  Trinity  Term,  and 
my  court  sat  till  past  ten  at  night ;  the  most  arduous  duty  I 
have  ever  had  to  perform,  my  mind  Ixjing  continuously  and 
intensely  at  work  above  twelve  hours.  During  this  time  we  dis- 
posed of  as  many  cases  as  would  occupy  some  courts  for  a  twelve- 
month. The  state  of  business  is  very  satisfactory,  as  we  have 
cleared  off  the  Crown  paper  and  the  Special  paper  and  the  new 
trials  and  all  the  rules  which  were  pending.  No  complaints 
reach  me  of  any  want  of  patience.  The  great  thing  is  to  find 
out  the  real  question  to  be  considered,  and  to  keep  the  counsel 
close  up  to  it.  The  fact  being  known  and  felt  that  I  can  make 
it  disagreeable  for  counsel  to  speak  nonsense,  much  less  nonsense 
is  spoken.  In  Banco  there  is  very  little  time  wasted,  and  the 
practice  at  Nisi  Prius  has  been  much  improved,  although  it  still 
wants  improvement. 

I  have  carried  through  the  Lords  two  very  important  Bills 
respecting  the  Criminal  law.    The  Registration  Bill,  notwith- 
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standing  the  ob8tnu*tiou  of  the  Lord  CluuioeUor,  w  likely  to 
pass,  and  ought  to  immortalize  me.* 

The  great  controversy  now  is  upon  the  Evidence  Bill,  allow- 
ing the  parties  to  be  examined  against  and  for  themselves. 
Brougham  introduce<l  the  Bill.  It  is  op]M>>tfd,  as  might  be 
expected,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  If  it  passes,  it  will  create  a 
new  era  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  country.  I  sup- 
port it,  and  I  think  it  will  be  carried,  although  all  the  Common 
Law  judges,  with  one  exception,  are  hostile  to  it. 

July  1. — Having  presided  to-tlay  in  the  Court  of  Queen's 
Bench  at  Guildhall,  and  solemnly  sentenced  a  man  convicted 
before  me  for  obtaining  money  by  false  pretences  in  cheating  at 
cards,  I  descended  from  my  tribunal,  walked  to  London  Bridge, 
embarked  in  a  steamer,  and  was  carried  in  her  thence  to  West- 
minster Bridge  for  the  sum  of  one  penny  sterling.  She 
was  crowded  with  decent-looking  people  of  the  lower  order. 
Having  landed,  I  entered  the  House  of  Lords  and  there  made  a 
speech  upon  the  Patent  Law,  which  was  well  received.  I  pro- 
posed and  carried  a  clause  allowing  courts  of  Common  Law  to 
grant  an  injunction  against  the  infringement  of  a  patent.  This 
is  a  great  era  in  the  history  of  our  jurisprudence.  The  abolition 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  what  is  called  *  the  universal  fusion 
of  Law  and  Equity,'  I  consider  nonsense.  There  must  be  a 
peculiar  jurisdiction  to  enforce  the  performance  of  trusts,  and  to 
dispose  of  suits  to  which  there  are  numerous  parties  with  distinct 
interests.  Where  the  judge  is  himself  to  decide  fact  as  well  as 
law,  the  procedure  must  be  different  from  what  it  is  where  the 
law  is  decided  by  the  judge  and  the  fact  by  the  jury.  And  in  a 
country  where,  from  the  quantity  of  business,  there  must  be 
many  courts,  it  is  much  better  that  one  class  of  causes  should  be 
assigned  to  one  court,  and  another  to  a  different  court.  But 
every  cause  should  begin  and  b^  finally  determined  before  the 
same  court  in  which  it  properly  began.  The  existing  practice 
with  respect  to  the  infringement  of  patents  and  the  infringement 


*  The  Bill  passed  the  Lords,  bnt  was  lost  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  in  the  Commons. 
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of  copyright  and  similar  cases— of  beiug  obliged  to  begin  by 
filing  a  bill  in  equity  for  an  injunction ;  then  being  Hcnt  to  a 
court  of  law  to  try  an  action ;  then  to  go  back  to  the  Court  of 
Equity ;  employing  two  sets  of  counsel,  and  conducting  two  suits 
in  two  different  courts  for  the  same  grievance — were  it  not  for 
'  dumned  custom,'  which  reconciles  us  to  all  enormities,  would  1)6 
considered  most  oppi'essive  and  most  disgraceful.  I  have  now 
got  in  the  fine  end  of  the  wedge.  Next  session  I  shall  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  give  to  courts  of  law  a  general  piwer  of  granting 
injunctions  in  all  similar  cases.* 

July  14. — .  .  .  I  have  hitherto  successfully  struggled  for  the 
true  principles  on  which  legal  reform  should  be  conducted. 
There  is  now  a  class  of  pessimists  who  maintain  that '  whatever 
is,  is  wrong.'  They  think  that  all  disputes  may  be  settled  by  call- 
ing the  parties  before  the  judge  and  summarily  deluding  after  the 
fashion  of  a  Turkish  Kadi.  I  shall  continue  to  stand  up  for 
*  special  pleading' — i.  e.,a  written  statement  of  the  claim  and  the 
defence,  evolving  the  questions  of  fact  or  of  law  to  be  decided  by 
the  jury  and  the  judge.  No  doubt  this  art  has  been  dreadfully  per- 
verted, and  much  lalwr  will  be  required  to  simplify  and  improve  it. 

Avffust  26. — The  Western  circuit  is  over,  and  I  am  a  free 
man  till  November.  I  have  had  for  my  brother  judge  Cole- 
ridge, who  is  very  amiable  and  agreeable,  and  has  a  good  notion 
of  law.  We  had  no  hard  work  on  the  circuit,  crime  being 
diminished  by  plenty  of  employment,  good  wages  and  cheap  pro- 
visions— the  result  of  free  trade — and  the  civil  business  being 
curtailed  partly  by  the  co"nty  courts — still  more,  I  think,  by  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  1851.  Diverting  into  another  channel  the 
rills  which  otherwise  would  have  irrigated  litigation,  and  afford- 
ing excitement  of  another  sort,  the  Exhibition  prevents  people 
from  quarrelling  with  their  neighbors. 

To-morrow  morning  I  sail  for  Antwerp  with  my  wife  and 
three  of  my  daughters  on  our  way  to  Florence. 


*  September,  1860. — This  was  effected  by  the  Common  Law  Procedure  Act, 
1854.  I  tried  last  psssion  of  Parliament  to  carry  out  the  principle  to  all  its 
legitimate  consequences,  but  I  was  defeated. 
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I  have  to  record  a  meeting  with  my  immediate  predecessor  a 
few  weeks  ago.  I  had  never  seen  him  since  his  first  attack  of 
illness.  In  accordance  with  his  enthusiastic  temperament,  he 
strongly  disapproved  of  any  legislation  to  resent  the  'Papal 
Aggression,'  and  considered  it  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
religious  liberty  to  complain  of  Pio  Nono  parcelling  out  England 
into  dioceses  and  establishing  a  Roman  hierarchy  in  this  kingdom 
without  the  consent  of  the  civil  magistrate.  He  wished  to  have 
made  a  speech  upon  the  subject,  but  this  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie 
and  his  medical  advisers  would  not  permit,  as  the  excitement 
would  probably  have  brought  on  another  paralytic  seizure.  How- 
ever, in  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill,  soon  after  the 
conclusion  of  Lord  Aberdeen's  speech  lamenting  the  absence  of 
the  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  Queen's  Bench,  *  whose  mild  wis- 
dom would  have  made  a  great  impression  on  your  lordships,' 
Denman  himself,  supported  by  Lord  Monteagle,  entered  the 
house,  and  took  his  scat  on  the  woolsack  beside  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor— but  he  had  only  come  to  try  to  pair  off,  and,  if  he  could 
not,  to  give  his  proxy  to  be  used  in  the  division  against  the 
Bill.  While  I  was  working  up  my  resolution  to  go  and  speak 
to  him,  he  withdrew  from  the  House,  till  supported  by  Lord 
Monteagle.  I  followed  him,  and  saw  him  slowly  and  painfully 
descending  the  steps  which  lead  to  the  room  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Papers.  When  he  had  entered  it  to  sign  his  proxy,  I  shook 
hands  with  him,  and  he  received  me  very  graciously  Brougham 
had  told  me  that  he  now  entertained  perfect  goodwill  towards 
me,  and  rejoiced  in  my  success  as  Chief  Justice.  I  found  his 
features  unchanged,  and  his  articulation  tolerably  distinct,  but 
he  had  a  very  imperfect  use  of  his  limbs.  Having  conversed 
with  him  a  few  minutes,  I  bade  him  a  last  adieu. 

I  wish  I  could  get  rid  of  my  circuits,  of  which  I  am  heartily 
sick.  I  have  no  taste  for  the  pleasure  which  Mr.  Justice  Allan 
Park  relished  so  intensely  to  the  last  portion  of  his  existence,  in 
meeting  the  sheriff  and  being  trumpeted  into  the  assize  town ;  in 
walking  up  a  cathedral  clothed  in  scarlet,  under  the  gaze  of  boys 
and  old  women ;  or  in  lecturing  the  grand  jury ;  and  my  spirit 
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almost  (lies  awtiy  when  I  think  that  I  am  to  pass  the  rcmaiiklvr 
of  my  dayH  in  hearing  witnesses  swear  that  the  house  woh  ull 
secure  when  they  went  to  bed,  and  next  morning  they  discovered 
that  the  window  had  been  broken  and  their  bacon  was  gone. 
But  I  ought  not  to  grumble  !  What  luck  for  me  to  practice  at 
the  bar  in  its  prosi)erous  days — and  to  be  now  in  the  certain 
receipt  of  £8000  a  year  official  income  I  In  spite  of  the  efforts 
of  Cobdeu  and  Bright,  seconded  by  the  discontented  Protec- 
tionist squires  who  wished  to  cut  me  down  according  to  the 
price  of  corn,  the  Bill  has  pasHcd  and  received  the  Royal  assent 
by  which  the  Chief  Justice's  salary  is  fixed  at  this  sum  from  the 
death  of  Lord  Tentcrdcn.  Lord  John  bai'gained  with  me  that 
I  was  to  be  contented  with  £2000  a  year  less  than  the  Parlia- 
mentary salary,  as  Denman  had  been."'  I  said  I  was  satisfied  so 
that  the  arrangement  should  be  sanctioned  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  I  would  not  stand  an  abatement  depending  upon  the  pleasure 
of  the  executive  Government. 

For  the  next  two  months  I  shall  have  my  mind  filled  with 
rivers  and  mountains,  pictures  and  statues.  Florence  is  our 
destination,  and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  I  may  see  Rome 
and  Naples.  Heaven  protect  me  and  those  who  are  dear  to  me 
in  our  travels,  and  bring  us  back  in  safety  to  our  native  land ! 


LETTER  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Rome.October  7, 1851. 

My  dear  Brother  : —  ...  "We  are  still  going  on  prosper- 
ously. On  Monday,  September  29th,  we  went  to  Leghorn  and 
embarked  in  the  Neapolitan  steamer  *  Vesuvio,'  which  arrived 
next  morning  at  Civita  Vecohia,  and  the  following  day  landed 
us  at  Naples.  There  we  spent  three  days  most  delightfully, 
visiting  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  etc.  We  had  no  earthquake, 
and  Vesuvius  would  not  throw  out  flames  to  frighten  us,  but 
smoked  very  quietly,  like  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants.  Naples 
certainly  is  the  most  wonderful  place  in   the  world.     'Vedi 


*Ihe  salary  had  been  £10,000  a  year.— Eo. 
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Napcli  e  poi  muori.*  We  left  it  nioHt  reluctantly  on  Saturday 
morning,  und  late  at  night  reached  Tcrracina,  not  without  appre« 
hensioii  of  banditti.  Next  morning  we  posted  at  a  rapid  rnte 
through  the  Pontine  Marshes,  and  arrived  here  in  the  afternoon 
in  time  to  suy  our  prayers  before  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter's. 

I  never  worked  harder  than  during  the  last  three  days,  and 
we  already  know  more  of  the  '  Eternal  City  *  than  we  should 
learn  by  reading  about  it  for  seven  years.  My  greatest  exploit 
was,  not  going  into  the  ball  of  St.  Peter's,  which  I  did  thi» 
morning,  but  having  in  the  evening  an  audience  of  the  Pope 
and  taking  him  to  task  for  his  anathema  against  the  Irish  col- 
leges. I  was  told  that  he  would  consider  it  a  slight  if  I  did 
not  pay  my  respects  to  him.  Accordingly  I  intimated  to  his 
Chamberlain  my  desire  of  an  audiencie,  and  I  was  invited  to 
attend  at  the  Vatican  this  evening  at  six  o'clock.  He  received 
mc  in  his  private  room,  dressed  in  white  flannel  like  a  monk, 
seated  at  a  table  with  candles  upon  it.  He  rose,  and  when  I 
had  made  my  bow  he  sat  down  and  desired  me  to  be  seated  on  a 
stool  near  him.  There  was  no  one  else  present.  He  was  exceed- 
ingly good-humored,  and  we  immediately  fell  into  familiar  con- 
versation, not  in  the  royal  style  of  question  and  answer,  but  each 
chatting  as  to  an  equal.  After  some  small-talk  about  my  tour 
and  my  judicial  duties,  he  thanked  me  for  opposing  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Diplomatic  Relations  Bill  forbidding  his  Holiness 
to  send  an  ecclesiastic  as  ambassador  to  England,  and  said  he 
was  told  the  English  believed  he  wished  to  eat  them  all  up.  I 
told  him  I  hoped  there  might  still  be  an  entente  cordiale  between 
the  Court  of  Rome  and  the  Court  of  London.  He  observed 
liberally  that  angry  feelings  on  both  sides  would  die  away.  I 
then  got  upon  the  Godless  colleges,  and,  asserting  that  Parlia- 
ment sincerely  wished  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  Catholics  and 
desired  to  guard  the  faith  as  well  as  the  morals  of  the  Catholic 
youth  to  be  educated  there,  expressed  deep  regret  that  they  did 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  his  Holiness.  He  made  but  a  poor 
defence,  observing  that  they  were  afraid  to  trust  to  any  profes- 
sors who  were  not  Catholic.    He  added  that  they  were  trying 
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to  ostahlUh  a  Catholic  University  in  Ireland,  but  he  doubted 
nuifh  whether  they  had  the  means.  He  then  courteously  bode 
mc  adieu  and  I  retired. 

Wo  have  hod  lovely  weather  here,  and  I  am  persuaded  the 
air  is  as  wholesome  as  on  the  banks  of  the  Eden.  .  .  . 


JOURNAU 

8tr<Uheden  Home,  Noinnicr  SO. — I  cannot  say  that  I  am  by 
any  means  as  well  plcumxl  to  be  upon  my  tribunal  in  ermine 
robes  au  I  was  to  be  upon  the  box  of  my  travelling  oarriagu 
wearing  a  wide-awake;  but  I  took  to  business  naturally  enough, 
and  got  through  the  term  with  comfort.  I  have  since  made  my  first 
appearance  in  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  where,  it  is  said,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  England  is  expected  to  attend  to  try  'great 
murders ; '  but  I  shall  not  sutler  myself  to  be  dragged  speedily 
there  again.  I  am  now  sitting  at  Nisi  Prius,  working  the  new 
Act  which  permits  the  parties  in  a  cause  to  give  evidence  for 
themselves.  It  has  mode  a  very  inauspicious  start— one  party, 
if  not  both  parties,  having  hitherto  been  forsworn  in  every 
cause.  But  I  still  hope  that  it  may  operate  favorably  for  the 
elucidation  of  truth.  One  unfavorable  effect  it  will  permanently 
have — to  increase  the  labor  of  the  judge ;  for  trials  must  lost 
much  longer,  the  new  fashion  being  in  every  case  to  examine  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  'plm  all  the  witnesses  on  both  sides  who 
would  have  been  examined  under  the  old  riffime.* 


*  October,  1856, — The  Bill  haa  since  been  made  to  work  most  admirably :  all 
mankind  praise  it. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 

Dboimbu,  18SI— Jdhb,  1804. 

Oaup  d'itat  in  Parii— EipuUion  of  Lord  Palmeriiton  from  tha  Cabinet— Thiers 
in  London — Lord  Derby  PritnA  Minittnr— Btigden  Lord  Chancellor- 
Roman  Catholic  Sheriff  at  Aylenbury — Norfolk  Circuit— Lord  8t.  Leon> 
»rdi — The  Protectioniiti— Polling  down  of  the  Cryital  Palace— Literary 
Fund  Dinner— ControverHy  Between  the  Publixhura  and  the  Bookiellert 
—End  of  the  SeMion  of  18^2— Fall  from  hia  Horse— Northern  Circuit- 
Hard  Work  at  Liverpool— Ansizea  at  Jedburgh — Duke  of  Wellington'* 
Funeral— Overthrow  of  Lord  Derby'*  Qovernment— Lord  Aberdeen 
Premier — Lord  Cranworth  the  New  Chancellor — Return  of  hia  Hecond 
Son  from  India — Lord  Abeadeen  aa  a  Leader — The  Eoatern  Question — 
King  of  Hanover — Lord  LyiidhtirHt  at  Eighty-two — North  Walea  Circuit 
— Visits  hia  Eatatea  in  Qalway — Staya  in  London  as  Vacation  Judge — 
Tiresome  Work  in  Westminster  Hall— War  Between  Russia  and  Turkey 
— Resignation  and  Return  to  Office  of  Lord  Palmeraton — Lord  John 
RuBseH'B  iieform  Bill — Trial  for  Murder  at  Aylesbury— War  with  Russia 
Declared— Last  Letters  to  .his  Brother— Death  of  hia  Brother — The 
Funeral. 

JOUBNAL. 

Deoemher  16, 1861. — Professional,  personal  and  party  Jes- 
tions  have  lost  their  interest,  and  we  can  think  of  nothing  but 
Louis  Napoleon's  coup  d'itat  of  the  2d  of  December.  '  It  is  not, 
nor  it  cannot  come  to,  good.'  For  violence  and  fraud  there  is 
nothing  like  it  in  history.  Such  an  absolute  despotism  never 
existed  in  Europe  before.  In  the  East  ovstom  presents  a  limit 
to  the  freaks  of  reigning  sovereigns,  although  they  are  restrained 
by  no  express  law.  The  President,  having  in  a  moment  anni- 
hilated a  constitution  which  he  had  sworn  to  defend,  imprisons 
and  massacres  at  pleasure ;  suppresses  all  the  journals  in  Paris 
and  the  departments,  except  those  which  confine  themselves  to 
roistering  his  edicts ;  puts  one-half  of  France  in  a  atcUe  of  siege, 
and  claims  the  unheard-of  power  of  framing  according  to  his 
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own  fantasy  n  new  (>onHtUution  for  the  purixwe  of  |N>r|M>tiintin;( 
bondngt;  in  Franiic.  But  ht;  mym  that  hi;  ^iviM  the  Frviich  |M<u|)lt> 
'univcnuU  HiinVuKe.'  I  am  rtithcr  plooMxl  with  thin  hitter  intii}. 
Fully  t!onvin(!e<l  that  anarchy  or  military  (l(>N|)otiHm  muMt  Im>  t)it> 
rciiult  of  uuivenuil  suifVage  wherever  efitahlirihtHl,  I  like  to  mc  it 
M)  prominently  brought  into  diMgracc  and  ridicule.  The  dispn. 
Bition  to  tam|)er  with  our  mixed  couHtitution  will  thuH  nn-civc  u 
salutary  check,  and  our  children  may  continue  to  enjoy  tint 
combined  blemingM  of  |H)litical  freedom  and  wHual  order. 

December  27, — Wo  have  a  coup  (Vftat  at  homo  whicih  (smses 
nearly  oh  great  a  HeuMition  oh  the  new  Revolution  in  France — 
(he  expulsion  of  Palmernlon  from  tfu.  Qibinel.  The  real  ftt(!tM  urn 
not  yet  known,  but  the  proHumptiou  is  strongly  aguiiiHt  Loni 
John  RubmU.  Whether  justifiuble  or  not,  he  \\i\n  done  an  uet 
which  will  certainly  precipitate  his  own  fall.  The  PecliteH  Htaiid 
aloof,  and,  without  any  countervailing  actx'SHion  of  strength,  I 
hardly  see  how  he  can  decently  propose  to  meet  Parliament. 

LETTEB  TO  SIR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Stratheden  Houne,  Sunday  night,  January  18, 18S2. 

My  dear  Brother: —  ...  On  Thursday  I  dined  in  com- 
pany with  Thiers  in  a  party  of  five,  and  wit  next  him  four 
hours.  He  was  very  entertaining  in  hin  account  of  his  captivity 
at  Ham,  and  other  adventures.  He  seems  to  think  there  wonld 
not  have  been  much  harm  in  the  coup  (VHai,  if  it  had  l)cen  Im. 
Indeed,  in  his  History  he  justifies  every  coup  (VHai  and  revolu- 
tion in  Franco  for  sixty  years,  and  he  has  now  no  right  to 
<^mplain.  He  is  going  to  take  a  house  near  us,  and  to  employ 
himself  in  continuing  his  History.  He  will  not  by  any  means 
have  so  good  a  reception  here  as  Guizot  had. 

JOURNAL. 


February  16. — Parliament  has  met ;  we  have  hail  explanations 
about  our  coup  d'itat,  and  poor  Palmereton  for  the  nonce  seems 
to  be  undone.     He  (committed  an  egregious  blunder  by  quw- 


18A2.] 


LORD    hRKBYH   ADMIN IHTIIATION. 


371 


rolling  on  iiii  «KHWtiun  when  ho  (»ulil  n)>ither  htivc  the  Myni|tuthi(it 
of  thti  Umlu^ilrt  nor  of  any  other  party  in  hin  fuvor.  l^tnl  John 
doxtvrouHly  ri(>im>(l  thu  criticiil  nionitrit  for  lu'tion,  unti  M'curoly 
){ot  rid  of  II  forniiduhio  rivtil.  . 

Stningo  infutuiition  thiit  Piilnu>i>«toii  xhiiiiKl  not  hiivu  fort>tiocn 
tho  un|M)|)iilurity  hi;  nuiNt  incur  l>y  tiikiii<;  piirt  with  ii/molulimn 
in  Fmnf-*',  after  having  Iwiin  mo  lon^  (he  Iwuh'r  of  itherulimn 
over  the  wholo  i!ontint>nt  of  Europe!  Lord  John  hiw  couMid- 
erubly  niiHud  \\\n  ohunu'ter  for  iMildncsH,  but  ditticulti(>H  ho 
multiply  around  him  that  I  <lo  not  m'c  how  lie  can  ^tand.  Thu 
Protcuitit^ninta  are  IxH'oming  formidahU;  l»y  diHcartlini;  Protwtion. 
Ijuckily  for  them  the  pricv  of  (!orn  riwew  and  the  firmorH  are  lew* 
diHcontonted.  MotiouH  luxHunuM'ted  with  l*n>tet'tion  arc  to  bo 
mode,  up<m  which  MiniHtern  may  Im?  left  in  a  minority.  Shcmld 
this  hap|>en,  we  may  have  a  new  Cabinet  and  a  new  Parliament 
any  <hiy.  I^ord  Derby  now  <leclares  that  he  \h  i-eady  with  his 
list  to  preHont  to  the  Queen  whenever  nhe  may  l)c  grueiouuly 
plcuHcd  to  Hcnd  for  him,  although  he  failed  ho  nadly  when  he  wom 
last  Hcnt  for. 

Brougham  and  Lyndhurat  have  entered  into  a  cotnbination  to 
haniHH  the  Chancellor,  ond  they  keep  up  a  croHS  fire  \x\w\\  him 
every  night.  With  very  little  incilination  to  inttsrfere,  I  have 
l)cen  obliged  once  or  twice  to  come  to  the  rentnie.  They  may 
wish  to  have  him  back  again,  if  the  Great  S(>al  Hhould  be  deliv- 
ered to  '  the  flippant  and  conceited '  Sugdcn. 

Fehi'uary  34. — To  'the  flippant  and  conceited  Sngden'  in  a 
very  few  houi-s  the  Great  Seal  will  Ik.'  d('livcre<l.  Lonl  Derby's 
administration  is  formed,  and  Sugden  is  his  Chancellor.  No 
one  can  blame  this  appointment.  Sugdcn,  notwithstanding  his 
disagreeable  qualities,  has  well  earned  his  advancement,  and  I 
make  no  doubt  that  he  will  reputably  execute  the  duties  of  his 
office.  What  fun  we  shall  have  in  the  sparring  matches  between 
him  and  Brougham ! 

I  must  say  that  I  rejoice  in  the  change  of  Government.  For 
the  sake  of  Lord  John  himself  and  of  his  party,  the  event  is  a 
happy  one.     The  longer  he  remained  in  office  the  deeper  he  was 
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gvtting  Into  diNgrMo.  Parliament  and  the  country  arc  for  thi< 
pmMnt  sick  of  him,  and  it  ia  only  by  a  <<ourM  of  (»|)|Kwitloii 
that  h«  can  Iw  again  not  up  in  the  world.  Rvtrihiitivo  jiiMtin> 
had  diwrecd  that  he  tthould  full  by  the  hand  of  PalnifrMton. 
The  Foreign  84>cr«tary  wiut  wrong  in  the  quarrt'l  aUtut  I^iuIh 
Na|M)Icon,  and  the  PrtMuiiT  dcxtiTiouMJy  laid  hold  of  tlio  ()|i|M)r- 
tunity  to  get  rid  of  a  rival ;  hut  hiri  trium|)h  huN  lN><>n  Hliortliv(><l, 
and  the  multitude  now  my,  '  S«irvv<l  him  v'ujht* 

We  are  at  pnwent  made  iutlnitely  merry  by  the  lint  of  the 
Derby  Cabinet.  A  Ministry  of  Huch  olMMuirc  and  weak  and 
in(M)m|)ct(mt  men  never  exi^Htctl  in  Kngland  iH'fonn  I  nni  afniitj 
that  the  {Hirformeni  may  Ik;  lau};lu><l  oi!'  the  Htii^e  l)efore  tho 
buHinerM  of  the  piece;  pro|H'i-ly  iM'ginx.  ThiH  would  l)c  n  ({rent 
public  cnlnmity,  for  ndirt^rticcful  breakdown  of  the  Protct'tiuniMtM 
would  make  the  RadinilH  more  encroaching  and  more  daiij^croui^. 
What  I  winh  in  to  nee  Lord  Derby  fairly  try  to  carry  Pnttiition, 
that  he  hIiouKI  Im;  Ix'atcn,  and  that  a  Htnmg  LilH>ml  Government 
ehouhl  then  Iw  formcil  couMinting  of  Whigx,  P(H>liteH,  and  even 
a  small  Hprinkling  of  liadicalH — with  Lord  John,  or  pcrliaps 
rather  PalmerHton,  at  the  head  of  it.  If  we  arc  to  have  war, 
the  latter  would  be  far  the  fitter  MiniHter.  The  old  Whi^ 
ari8t(K;racy  I  prcHumc  would  prefer  a  RuHHell ;  but  PalmerHton, 
notwithhtanding  his  late  hallucination  aliout  LouiA  Napoleon,  is 
conHiderably  more  })opular  in  Ilourie  of  Commons. 

Lord  Lautidowne'g  valedictory  address  to  the  Houhc  of  Lordn 
last  night  was  one  of  the  most  graceful  and  touching  oratoricnl 
exhibitions  I  ever  witnessed.  I  (^uld  not  refrain  from  wiying 
to  him  that  I  had  gone  on  admiring  him  more  and  more  im  our 
leader  down  to  the  present  hour.  He  gave  some  good  advice  to 
tho  Peers — that,  besides  being  mild  and  courteous,  they  must  be 
more  energetic  and  enterprising,  so  as  to  fill  a  larger  8])ace  in  tin; 
public  eye,  or  they  will  soon  be  sup orseded  and  forgotten.  We 
Peers  ought  to  hold  our  heads  an  inch  higher  at  present,  as  we 
are  for  a  while  to  have  the  Premier  amongst  us.  He  certainly 
is  the  most  stirring  orator  now  in  eitlier  House,  and  there  is 
abundance  of  talent  among  us  if  it  were  properly  developed. 
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Unfortunately,  in  a  tuw  tli^N  I  |{ii  on  thu  ciruuit,  and  I 
•Imll  loM>  nil  the  fun  of  thu  innuifu ration  of  the  I^roUxitioniiito, 
unci  of  the  iltMiunointioim  into  which  th«*y  will  U)  forMnl  ugniiut 
hWf  Tmdf. 

What  In  I^inl  Chiui(<«>llor  Sug«lt>n  to  iny  to  the  |)ro|)oiWHl  'Antion 
of  I41W  nn<l  F^piity '  (nlMiut  which  thtt  IToum>  of  OoniiuonH  iit 
now  quite  miul),  f!oniti<l('ring  that  no  loiij^cr  u^^o  thun  liutt  Mvtnion, 
\m\\\H  fXtiiuiniHl  U'fore  n  Conuuitti*v  of  the  C'onunonM,  hu  thx^limMl 
thut  the  prcM'ut  HyHtcMU  of  |>r«H<(>«iling  in  the  ('ourt  of  (.'huntivry 
Ih  u  |)it><t>  of  ulMolute  |M>rftH'tion?  So  thought  Cottvuhnni,  who 
never  fHiuld  Ik*  niiule  to  o|i|mmm)  the  '  himrly  wtirrantit '  in  thu 
MiiMter'H  oftici;;*  but  thu  ra|ru  for  IC4|uity  reform  htui  not  thun 
l)uguu,  iind  now  it  thruutenit  ull  our  juiliuiul  inittitutiouii  with 
fluhverMton, 

Fcbrunvy  i'S. — I  henrd  thu  Kftrl  of  Durhy's  rjupoai  of  the 
prin(!i|>leH  on  which  \\v  tiietuirt  to  ({(»vern.  A  few  minutcH  buforo 
ho  roHu  I  met  hint  in  thu  rol)iu{;-r(M)m,  imd,  Hhuking  hundit  with 
him,  wirthed  him  joy.  He  wiid  (and  I  Iteliuvu  he  wiw  itincoru 
for  tho  moment)  that '  he  was  much  more  to  Im>  pititnl  than  con- 
gratulate<l.'  He  dance<l  hin  hornpiiK!  among  burning  plough- 
MharcH  with  conHidenible  dexterity  and  felicity.  But  he  cannot 
keep  it  up  long.  The  nation  Iuih  pratttimlly  taiitcil  thu  MWuutM 
of  Free  Trade,  and  never  will  again  endure  monopoly.  It  is 
idle  for  him  to  nay  that,  although  liiH  own  opinion  in  for  Protec- 
tion, he  will  Ik!  governed  by  the  opinion  of  thu  public.  If  U|K>n 
a  diasolution  of  Parliamunt  ho  \h  left  in  a  minority  on  the  Corn 
Law  question,  he  cannot  continue  in  office,  alxuidoning  Protec- 
tion; and  if  hu  makes  the  attumpt  ho  will  bo  turned  out  with 
unmixcil  dingracc. 

April  14- — I  have  gone  another  circuit,  and  Easter  Term 
begins  to-morrow.  At  Aylesbury,  my  first  assize  town,  I  had 
a  brush  with  a  Roman  Catholic  sheriff  which  has  been  much 


*Thi8  rnfers  to  tho  usage  in  the  Maater's  office,  according  to  which  the 
Master  who  was  the  judge  could  never  devote  tuore  than  one  hour  any  one 
day  to  tho  mxme  cauie,  so  that  guitu  that  might  have  been  terminated  in  a  few 
days,  lasted  many  years. 
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discussed  in  the  newspa])ers.  He  had  written  to  me  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  appoint  any  chaplain,  and  I  had  told  him  I  wished 
hint  to  do  nothing  which  should  be  at  all  disagreeable  to  him  on 
the  score  of  religion.  When  I  first  met  him,  and  we  entered 
his  carriage  while  the  trumpctei's  were  blowing,  I  was  surprised 
to  see  a  person  jump  in  after  us  in  the  costume  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest.  Before  I  had  any  time  to  collect  my  thoughts, 
the  door  was  shut  and  the  horses  moved  on.  At  the  judge's 
lodgings  I  found  that  this  was  a  perverted  clergyman  of  the 
Church  of  England,  who  had  gone  over  to  Rome.  I  intimutcil 
to  the  sheriff  that,  although  he  was  not  I)ound  to  appoint  a 
Protestant  chaplain  for  us,  and  he  was  at  liberty  to  appoint  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  to  minister  to  himself,  I  could  not  recog- 
nize this  prieat  as  the  person  who  was  to  officiate  as  chaplain  to 
the  judges  of  the  assize,  and  therefore  I  must  decline  his  presence 
in  the  carriage,  and  he  must  not  sit  by  r> ..  in  his  canonicals 
in  court.  I  explained  the  matter  to  the  grand  jury,  who  unan- 
imously thanked  me  for  what  I  had  done.  The  proceeding  was 
fully  reported  in  the  newspapers,  and  was  the  subject  of  iunum- 
emble  commentaries,  generally  taking  part  with  the  Chief 
Justice.  Thereupon  a  Roman  Catholic  conclave  was  held,  and 
Cardinal  Wiseman  wrote  a  long  letter  to  me  in  the  name  of  the 
sheriff,  which  I  answered,  to  the  great  amusement  of  the  public* 
In  several  counties  I  did  all  the  duty  of  the  assizes  single- 
handed,  my  colleague  Crompton,  the  new  judge,  having  been 
taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  return  to  London.  At  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  I  had  thrice  to  pa&s  sentence  of  death  in  murders 
by  stabbing  and  by  poisoning.  This  is  very  nervous  work, 
unless  the  cases  are  characterized  by  great  atrocity,  and  rest 
upon  evidence  free  from  all  manner  of  doubt.  Then  I  perform 
my  part  in  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  with  as  little 
concern  as  Calcraft  the  executioner.  The  most  painful  of  all 
cases  to  me  are  charges  against  youag  women  for  the  murder  of 
their  illegitimate  children,  secretly  born.  Here  the  inequality 
of  the  sexes  appears  very  striking.     I  always  tell  the  jury  that 


*See  the  'Times'  of  March  18th. 
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the  teats  of  the  child  l)eiug  born  alive  are  very  uncertain,  and 
that  marks  upon  the  child  may  be  attributed  to  accidents  in  the 
delivery.  These  charges  of  murder  I  really  believe  are  generally 
unfounded.  Where  there  has  been  a  mere  concealment,  I  give 
a  very  short  imprisonment  without  hard  labor. 

I  was  glud  to  observe  that  the  Acts  which  I  passed  last  session 
for  the  improvement  of  the  criminal  law  worked  well,  and  this 
is  allowed  even  by  my  brother  judges  who  opposed  them.  E.g., 
by  the  old  common  law  an  indictment  for  murder  was  requiretl 
to  specify  the  manner  in  which  the  murder  was  committed; 
hence  often  a  great  nmltiplication  of  counts  describing  it  in  dif- 
ferent ways ;  and  sometimes  an  acquittal,  because  the  evidence 
showed  it  to  be  different  from  any  of  those  specified.  Now  it  is 
enough  for  the  indictment  to  allege  that  the  prisoner  *  feloniously 
and  of  his  -.nalice  aforesaid  murderetl  the  deceased.'  The  prior 
j)ro('eedings  before  the  coroner  and  the  magistrates  always  fully 
inform  the  prisoner  of  the  charge  he  has  to  answer. 

I  found  Parliament,  on  my  return  to  London,  in  a  very  queer 
state,  both  Protectionists  and  Free-traders  having  come  to  the 
agreement  that  there  shall  he  no  party  divisions  this  session,  and 
that  there  shall  be  a  dissolution  qud,m  primilm. 

I  doubt  whether  *  Sug,'  the  new  Chancellor,*  is  likely  to  go 
on  as  well  as  I  expected.  Notwithstanding  my  sincere  desire  to 
co-operate  with  him  cordially  in  all  matters  connected  with  the 
law,  I  had  a  quarrel  with  him  the  first  night  we  met  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  originatal  in  my  merely  suggesting  an 
amendment  (the  more  effectually  to  gain  his  object)  in  a  clause 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament  about  the  execution  of  wills.  They 
circulate  an  anecdote  of  him  which,  if  true,  would  be  very  much 
to  his  credit.  Some  one  is  supposed  lately  to  have  twitted  him 
with  being  the  son  of  a  barlier,  whereupon  he  retorted,  'Yes, 
but  if  you  had  been  the  son  of  a  barber,  you  would  have  been  a 
barber  yourself.'  I  don't  know  how'  far  his  father  would  now 
be  pleased  to  see  him  on  the  woolsack.  The  old  gentleman  said 
to  Selwyn,  the  Queen's  Counsel,  who  told  me,  *I  tried  my  son 


*  Lord  St.  Leoaards. 
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Ned  in  my  own  profession ;  but  unfortunately  he  has  no  genius 
for  it,  so  I  have  been  obliged  to  put  him  as  a  pupil  with  Mr. 
Duval  the  conveyancer.* 

Brougham  has  not  yet  hatl  any  open  skirmish  with  the  new 
Chancellor,  but  he  privately  complains  to  me  very  bitterly  of 
his  coxcombry,  and  there  is  sure  very  soon  to  be  mortal  strife 
between  them.  Lyndhurst,  near  eighty,  having  three  years  ago 
declared  that  he  was  speaking  in  public  for  the  last  time,  s{)caks 
every  night,  and  is  a  devoted  ally  of  the  new  Government. 
Although  in  Peel's  time  he  suddenly  found  out  that  *  Protec- 
tion was  all  a  humbug,'  he  now  says  the  same  thing  of  Free 
Trade. 

April  22. — ^The  Easter  holidays  are  over,  and  Parliament  1ms 
re-assembled.  Lord  Derby  feels,  and  almost  confesses,  that  Pro- 
tection is  for  ever  at  an  end,  and  the  watchword  by  which  he 
rallied  his  party  will  be  heard  no  more.  He  seems  now  to  be 
about  to  adopt  the  cry  of  No  Popery.  For  this  the  indiscreet 
conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholics  has  given  too  much  cause.  All 
over  England,  and  still  more  in  Scotland,  Protestant  feeling,  even 
among  the  liberal  and  enlightened,  has  been  evoked  in  a  manner 
quite  unexampled  for  more  than  half  a  century.  At  the  ensuing 
elections  candidates  will  be  very  generally  called  upon  to  give  a 
pledge  to  vote  for  repealing  the  allowance  to  Maynooth.  There 
is  some  plausibility  in  the  proposal,  as  this  college  produces 
nothing  but  bigotry  and  disloyalty.  But  without  Protection  I 
apprehend  that  the  Derby  Ministry  cannot  stand,  whatever  dif- 
ficulty there  may  be  in  forming  another.  Although  the  public 
be  rather  sick  of  Lord  John  and  his  Whigs,  some  other  com- 
bination will  be  formed  which  will  be  preferred  to  the  apostate 
Protectionists.  They  are  so  dreadfully  open  to  reproach  for 
their  virulent  abuse  of  poor  Peel,  whose  policy  they  adopt,  that 
they  will  be  generally  abused  and  (what  is  worse)  laughed  at. 
Were  a  second  Disraeli  to  arise  to  attack  Disraeli  the  First,  there 
would  be  such  an  encounter  as  the  world  never  witnessed  since 
the  days  of  the  Titans.  I  look  on  with  considerable  indifference. 
If  the  present  men  do  not  seriously  attempt  to  interfere  with 
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Free  Trade,  they  can  do  little  harm.  The  Tories  may  usefully 
remain  in  till  a  new  wholesome  Liberal  party  is  concocted  in  the 
crucible  of  Opposition. 

May  7. — The  subject  which  has  lately  engrossed  all  my  inter- 
est has  been  the  preservation  or  pulling  down  of  the  Crystal 
Palace.  This  will  hardly  be  known  to  posterity,  but  for  many 
months  it  has  filletl  a  large  space  in  the  public  eye.  I  have 
been  the  leader  of  the  pidling-tJown  faction,  and  our  triumph 
has  covered  me  with  glory,  although  I  have  been  scurrilously 
abused  in  the  newspajjers,  and  at  all  the  public  meetings  which 
have  been  held  to  agitate  for  a  breach  of  the  national  goo<l  faith, 
and  the  perpetuation  of  an  intolerable  nuisance. 

May  21. — I  have  been  presiding  at  the  anniversary  dinner  of 
the  liiterary  Fund,  surrounded  by  almost  the  whole  coTp»  diplo- 
matique and  many  of  the  most  eminent  of  my  countrymen.  I 
remember  well  that,  exactly  fifty-four  years  ago,  when  I  was 
eighteen  yeai*s  of  age,  and  just  come  to  Ijondon  as  private  tutor 
to  James  Wedderburn  Webster,  I  had  the  present  of  a  ticket  to 
dine  at  an  early  anniversary  of  the  institution.  This  was  not 
nearly  equal  in  splendor  to  the  lust,  but  it  seemed  to  me  won- 
derfully grand.  The  first  Marquis  of  Bute  presided,  and  I 
thought  I  had  as  little  chance  to  succeed  him  in  the  chair  of  the 
Literary  Fund  as  to  be  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

I  have  since  been  sitting  as  Chief  Justice,  with  Milman  the 
Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  Grote  the  historian  of  Greece,  as  my 
puisnes,  upon  a  grand  question  between  the  publishers  and  the 
retail  booksellers  as  to  the  right  of  the  former  to  dictate  a  7mni- 
mum  price  at  which  new  books  are  to  be  sold  by  the  latter  to 
their  customers.  Macaulay  and  all  the  great  literary  men  have 
taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  controversy.  The  hearing  took 
place  at  Stratheden  House,  our  court  sitting  j'oribm  apertis,  and 
attended  by  reporters.  The  judgment  which  I  delivered  in 
favor  of  free  trade  in  books  will  be  a  curious  document  two 
hundred  years  hence,  illustrating  the  manner  in  which  knowl- 
edge was  circulated  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Victoria.     I  never 
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took  8uch  puins  with  any  judgment  to  be  delivered  in  West- 
minster Hall. 

June  28. — Parliament  is  to  be  prorogued  on  Thursday,  and 
dissolved  the  same  evening.  The  session  has  been  very  unex- 
citing in  the  Lords.  It  was  thought  that  the  reign  of  Sugden 
was  to  be  suddenly  cut  sliort  by  'that  fell  Serjeant  Death,' 
but  he  has  liad  a  wonderful  recovery,  and  he  is  now  in  full 
vigor.  After  a  few  smart  brushes  with  him,  wo  have  become 
apparently  gootl  friends,  and  I  am  sure  I  bear  him  no  malice. 
He  is  undoubtedly  a  great  master  of  his  judicial  work. 

I  have  a  real  admiration  of  Lord  Derby's  oratorical  powera 
and  of  his  intellectual  acumen.  A  profound  statesman  he  is 
not,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  will  have  more  than  a  taste  of 
premiership.  He  apjK'ars  to  much  advantage  in  comparison 
with  his  colleague.**,  who  in  the  house  of  Lords  are  laughably 
bad.  If  there  were  the  mciuis  of  forming  a  new  Government, 
there  must  be  an  immediate  change ;  but  the  Derbyites  may  go 
on  till  they  get  into  some  scrape  which  will  make  the  existing 
Government  worse  than  no  Government  at  all. 

Hartrigge,  August  28. — Soon  after  these  speculations,  it  was 
thought  that  my  career  wits  closed.  Returning  on  horseback 
from  Guildhall,  my  horse  took  fright  on  Southwark  Bridge, 
reared  and  dashed  me  against  the  i)avement.  When  I  recovered 
my  senses  I  was  put  into  a  cab  and  carried  home  to  Stratheden 
House.  I  received  a  cut  on  my  head  three  inches  long,  and 
some  very  serious  contusions  on  the  shoulder  and  ribs.  My 
surgeon  told  me  I  must  not  go  into  court  or  attend  to  business 
for  some  weeks,  but  next  morning  at  half-past  nine  I  was  again 
upon  the  bench  at  Guildhall,  to  the  great  surprise  and  dismay  of 
Mr.  Attorney-General,  who  for  a  space  had  considered  himself 
Chief  Justice.  I  did  an  imprudent  thing,  but  I  avoided  the 
exaggerations  which  would  have  gone  forth  of  the  damage  the 
Chief  Justice  had  sustained.  I  got  through  my  special  juries, 
and  on  Saturday,  July  3d,  I  was  at  York  on  the  arduous  under- 
taking of  going  the  Northern  circuit  as  senior  judge. 

I  spent  six  weeks  most  laboriously,  and  I  have  not  yet  recov- 
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ered  from  the  horrors  of  the  gaol  at  Liverpool,  wliere  I  hud  to 
try  170  prisoners  for  gmvc  offences,  150  having  been  tried  for 
minor  offenties  at  quarter  sessions  the  week  before  we  arrived 
there.  Every  night  since  I  returned  home  hn\e  I  dioamed  that 
I  had  some  shocking  criminal  case  l)efore  m*',  and  when  awaking 
I  have  long  doubted  whether  the  evidence  and  speeches  I  had 
l)een  listening  to  were  real  or  imaginary.  Anxious  aUf)i»  make 
'a  deep  impression  on  the  brain,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised 
if  my  last  words  were,  like  Lord  Tenterden's,  'Now,  gentlemen 
(►f  the  jury,  you  will  consider  of  your  verdict.' 

But  the  Northern  circuit  was  not  without  its  agrhnents.  The 
country  was  not  so  strange  to  me  as  to  Lord  Chief  Justice  North 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL,  when  the  inhabitants  of  Northum- 
berland and  Cumberland  were  considered  uncivilized  as  North 
American  Indians.  Still  I  met  with  many  new  character,  and 
I  saw  a  great  deal  to  excite  and  interest  me.  I  rather  envied  the 
Archbishop  of  York  and  his  Canons  their  luxurious  indolence. 
Here  I  had  a  delightful  visit  from  my  wife  and  daughter,  who 
accompanied  me  to  the  Winyard,  where  we  were  splendidly 
entertained  by  the  Marquis  and  Marchioness  of  Londonderry. 
At  Durham  I  found  my  old  friend  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  in  resi- 
dence as  a  prebendary.  We  met  cordially,  and  I  had  a  very 
satisfactory  dinner  from  him — nothing  being  said  about  the 
Gorham  case  or  the  powers  of  Convocation.  The  Corporation 
of  Newcastle  entertained  us  free  of  expense  while  we  were  >vithin 
their  jurisdiction,  and  at  our  departure  the  Mayor,  according  to 
ancient  usage,  presented  to  me  a  gold  Jacobus  to  buy  a  dagger 
with  which  I  might  defend  myself  from  Scottish  freebootei's  as 
I  passed  along  the  border.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle 
at  Naworth  Castle,  which  has  been  restored  and  reinstated  as  it 
stood  in  the  days  of  *  Belted  Will.'  Tait,*  the  Dean  of  Carlisle, 
gave  us  a  splendid  entertainment,  and  presented  a  rare  instance 
of  a  Scotsman  promoted  in  the  Church  of  England  on  account 
of  his  reputation  as  a  classical  scholar.  This,  however,  he  had 
acquired   at  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  not  at  Aberdeen  or  St. 


*The  present  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. — Ed. 
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Andrews.  The  most  ceremonious  rcceotion  I  hatl  was  fioin  the 
Earl  of  Lonsilule,  nt  Lowther  CuHtle.  On  approaching  his 
domains  two  grooms  or  pitjueiira  magnif{(«ntly  mounto<l  presented 
themselves,  and  conducted  me  to  the  chdtcau.  There  I  was 
treated  as  the  representative  of  her  Majesty. 

There  is  no  longer  an  hereditary  Sheriff  of  Westmoreland,  so 
that  the  judges  are  not  now  lodge<l  and  feasted,  as  formerly,  in 
Appleby  Castle.  The  last  Eorl  of  Thanet  was  the  last  legiti- 
mate Tufton,  and  he  left  his  immense  estates  to  an  illegitinmte 
son,  creote<l  Sir  Richard  Tufton,  Bart.,  in  (tonsidemtion  of  his 
surrendering  his  claim  to  be  sheriff,  and  consenting  to  the  office 
being  regulated  by  Act  of  Parliament.  Nevertheless  I  had  a 
delightful  stay  at  Appleby,  which  is  a  beautiful  village  instead 
of  an  assize  town,  and  I  alone  in  u  few  hours  did  all  the  business 
of  the  county,  civil  and  criminal,  my  brother  judge  l)eing 
detained  by  a  long  trial  at  Carlisle. 

I  had  dreadful  work  at  Liverpool,  sitting  at  the  least  nine 
hours  a  day,  and  then  almost  daily  having  a  public  dinner.  I 
should  not  have  been  able  to  stand  it  had  I  not  risen  early,  and 
had  a  long  walk  every  morning  Ixjfore  breakfast.  But  this  was 
only  in  the  wide  street"*,  which  are  less  odious  than  the  suburbs 
of  Liverpool.  How  delighted  was  I  when  on  the  22d  of  August 
a  railway  train  carried  me  off  to  Preston.  I  shall  never  go  the 
Northern  circuit  again.  I  have  now  '  run  the  giumtlet,'  having 
gone  all  the  six  English  circuits,  and  I  can  henceforth  choose  as 
I  please,  without  any  breach  of  eti(juette.  I  ought  to  expreas 
niy  gratitude  to  my  colleague,  my  brother  Wightman,  who  was 
exceedingly  kind  and  attentive  to  me,  and  proved  a  very  pleasant 
companion,  displaying  stores  of  literature  for  which  I  had  never 
given  him  credit. 

Travelling  by  Carlisle  and  Hawick,  I  reached  this  place  on 
Monday  the  23d,  and  forgot  all  my  troubles  in  the  affectionate 
joy  of  my  wife  and  children.  Here  I  mean  to  remain  quietly 
till  I  am  again  called  to  London  by  my  judicial  duties.  I  stand 
much  in  need  of  repose,  and  with  repose  I  hope  to  be  able  again 
to  encounter  the  smoke  of  London  and  the  noise  of  Westminster 
Hall. 
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Scptanhvi-  0. — I  yesterday  attendtnl  the  whhIzch  held  at  Jed- 
burgh f«>r  tho  c()(intie8  of  Roxburgh,  Selkirk,  Peebles  and  Ber- 
wick, which  were  all  finished  ut  a  single  sitting,  there  being  no 
civil  cause,  and  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  prisoners  to  be  tried. 
Ah  in  duty  bound,  I  attended  the  judges — Lord  Justice  Clerk 
and  Lord  Wood — at  their  lev6o  and  in  court.  A  grand  dinner 
I  was  to  have  given  to  them  and  the  bar  this  day  has  been 
ilefeated  by  a  general  dispersion  last  night.  It  must  be  '  sixty 
years  ago '  since  I,  a  little  boy  on  a  visit  to  my  uncle  at  Ancrum, 
came  to  Jedburgh  to  witness  the  grand  spectacle  of  the  judges 
entering  the  town  to  hold  the  assizes.  They  inspired  me  with 
admiration  and  awe. 

Stratheden  House,  November  18, — I  am  returned  from  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  funeral,  having  attended  it  in  state  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  England.  If  not  for  my  high  office,  I  was  much  envied 
for  my  manifold  robes  and  my  full-bottomed  wig,  which  kept  me 
comfortable  while  others  were  penetrated  by  the  cold  blasts 
which  were  raging  around.  Many  generations  may  pass  away 
before  there  is  again  such  a  spectacle  in  England. 

December  18. — Lord  Derby's  Government  is  overthrown,  and 
I  rejoice.  He  has  played  a  very  undignified  and  very  silly  part. 
He  ought  to  have  stuck  to  Protection,  which  he  says  he  still 
believes  to  be  true  policy,  and,  being  beaten  on  a  vote  to  restore 
it,  he  would  have  fallen  with  honor.  The  hope  of  retaining 
office  after  abandoning  Protection  was  a  delusion.  He  and  his 
Cabinet  really  seem  to  have  been  led  away  by  the  absurd  notion 
of  Disraeli  that  a  budget  might  be  framed  which,  keeping  up  the 
public  revenue,  would  relieve  some  classes  from  taxation  without 
burthening  others.  He  has  still  great  confidence  in  the  belief 
that  another  Government  cannot  be  formed.  Sitting  by  him 
last  night  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  said  to  me :  'I  have 
been  counting  the  members  of  the  new  Cabinet,  and  I  make  out 
that  there  must  at  least  be  thirty-two.*  I  asked  him  if  he 
included  the  leaders  of  the  Radicals,  Cobden  and  Bright.  *  No,' 
said  he:  'they  will  make  thirty-four.'  He  was  not  without 
hopes  till  the  division  was  announced  to  him,  when  he  exclaimed : 
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*  Now  we  are  properly  Biiiii-lu'tl ;    I  must  prepare  for  my  jmiriuy 
to  Oiiborne  to  resign.' 

I  enjoy  the  prospect  of  a  strong  and  enlightened  Qovernment, 
and  I  urn  gratified  by  the  poetical  justice  now  executed  on  the 
vitu{)crators  of  Peel. 

Truro  cannot  be  re-appuinted,  but  Cranworth  may  make  » 
very  tolerable  Chancellor,  and  I  shall  zealously  8up{K)rt  him. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  honorable  as  well  as  amiable  of  mankind; 
and  he  has  a  good  stock  of  (common  Hense  by  which  he  may  stetr 
his  way  amid  formidable  difficulties. 

Abinger  HaU,  December  S6. — The  new  Ministry  is  formed,  and 
Cranworth  is  Chancellor.  His  life  must  some  day  be  written, 
and  I  should  delight  to  do  justice  to  his  unsullied  honor,  his 
warmth  of  heart,  his  instinctive  rectitude  of  feeling,  his  legal 
acquirements,  his  patient  industry  and  his  devoted  desire  to  do 
his  duty. 

Having  been  here  three  days,  I  am  going  back  to  London  to 
witness  the  installation  of  Lord  Aberdeen.  Think  of  a  Soots- 
man  and  a  Presbyterian  being  Prime  Minister  in  these  days  of 
Puseyism !  I  hope  his  administration  will  be  more  quiet  and 
more  durable  than  was  that  of  Lord  Bute,  the  only  other 
Scottish  Premier  we  have  had.  Lord  Derby,  to  his  mortification, 
will  find  that  the  Cabinet  instead  of  thirty-four  consists  of  thir- 
teen. That  a  good  many  of  the  excluded  will  be  dissatisfied  and 
vengefully  inclined  I  doubt  not.  If  the  malcontents  had  had 
Palmerston  for  their  leader,  an  opportunity  for  doing  mischiet 
would  probably  have  soon  occurred;  but  as  he  has  at  last 
accepted  office,  I  think  by  themselves  they  will  be  innoxious. 
The  Radicals  were  in  great  hopes  that  they  were  coming  into 
power,  and  they  look  very  sinister,  but  I  trust  they  will  be  made 
to  discover  that  they  had  greatly  overrated  their  own  importance. 
They  have  been  for  the  last  twenty  years  a  very  unreasonable  and 
arrogant  race,  and  we  may  now  see  a  Liberal  Government  with 
sufficient  Conservative  support  to  be  able  to  disregard  them. 

February  12, 1853. — I  was  amused  by  receiving  a  circular  from 
the  Earl  of  Aberdeen,  the  new  bead  of  the  Liberal  party,  solicit- 
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iDg  my  attnitliiiicti  on  the  re-amcmbling  of  Parliamont.  I  sin- 
cerely wIhIi  well  to  his  uilminiHtrution.  I  really  think  that 
lAberal  Conaervatutm  w  the  true  prinoiplo  on  which  poIiticH  should 
■now  pnKttHl.  A  puro  dt!fliM>tiHm  hatt  l)ccn  (wtabiidicil  in  Fmnce 
by  univcrHul  suifmgt>,  and  free  inHtitutionn  Becm  to  be  of  inoro 
valuo  than  the  ab^truct  right  of  every  man  to  pi>p  a  voting  pa{)er 
into  a  ballot-box. 

My  |H>or  friend  Rolfe  HcemH  likely  to  bo  Imilgered  in  a  very 
cruel  manner  between  the  three  law  lords,  Brougham,  Truro 
and  St.  Leonardo,  and  I  almost  think  he  wishes  he  were  again  a 
Vice-ChanucUor  or  a  Puisne  Buron.  I  shall  stand  by  him  at 
the  risk  of  personal  contests  which  T  would  rather  now  avoid. 

February  28. — I  served  to-tlay  on  u  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  attended  by  the  I^onl  Chancellor  and  four 
ex-Chancellors  —  Lord  Cranworth,  liord  Lyndhurst,  Lord 
Brougham,  Lord  Truro  anil  Loi*d  St.  I^eonards.  Five  holders 
of  the  Great  Seal  I  8upiH)H(!  never  met  in  deliberation  before. 
The  'Bauble'  is  now  very  expensive  to  the  public,  there  l)eing 
an  extra  outfit  of  j£2000  to  each  new  Chancellor,  and  a  retiring 
pension  of  £5000  a  year  to  each  cx-Chancellor. 

May  22. — I  seldom  touch  on  domestic  matters  in  my  journal, 
but  I  cannot  refrain  from  noticing  the  vast  enjoyment  I  have 
had  in  the  safe  return  of  my  second  son  from  India,  and  the 
comfort  I  expect  from  his  acting  as  my  'Associate'  for  the  rest 
of  my  judicial  life.  He  is  handsome,  well  mannered,  sprightly, 
intelligent,  well  principled  and  kind-hearted.  .  .  . 

July  1. — Lord  Abenleen  proves  to  be  a  very  indifferent  leader 
in  the  Lords.  Never  having  been  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House,  he  is  not  much  of  a  debater,  and  he  is  exceedingly 
unhandy  in  answering  questions.  But  he  has  a  reputation  for 
honesty.     *  They  think  him  honest  as  they  know  he's  dull.' 

The  thanes  fly  from  Derby,  and  now"  for  the  first  time  since  I 
have  been  a  Parliament  man  a  Liberal  Government  has  a  steady 
majority  in  the  House  of  Ijords. 

I  have  steadily  supported  Lord  Aberdeen  except  in  one  debate, 
about  'transportation,'  brought  on  by  Lord  Grey,  supported  by 
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tho  DrrbyitcR.  NotwitliHtanding  my  excrtiuna  on  thU  ooousioo, 
tho  Qovcrnmciit  triuiiipiuHl,  uiul  afUsr  tlio  (liviRion  iMvd  Durby 
luoked  liko  a  duthroueil  Huvuruign. 


UDTTKRS  TO  SIR  OEOROE  OAMPBCLL. 

Stratheilnn  Ilouis,  Hunilay  night,  July  3,  IAA3. 

My  dbar  BRornEit:—  ...  I  am  nitting  at  Guildhall, 
whuru  I  have  the  lurgCMt  entry  there  hatt  been  fur  ycurH,  and  1 
am  obliged  to  go  to  the  House  of  Lordti  every  evening  to  watch 
proecedingM  there,  and  to  protect  my  little  friend  llolfe.  Uimhi 
the  whole  he  gcfas  on  very  well,  but  Sugdcn  would  Im)  too  much 
for  him  in  a  Bingle-hando<l  combat.  H'm  chief  failure  m  not 
keeping  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  due  Hubordinatiou. 
They  are  allowed  to  cunt  oil' uU  allegiance  to  him,  and  to  proceed 
in  the  Houtte  of  Commons  in  direct  violation  of  \m  wi<^hct». 
This  I  never  would  have  submitted  to. 

The  last  division  on  the.  India  Bill  shows  the  Derbyites  in 
ituch  a  desperate  condition  that  the  session,  as  far  as  party  strug- 
gles are  concerned,  may  be  considered  over.  The  present  Gov- 
ernment will  go  on  smoothly,  I  should  think,  till  the  Reform 
Bill  comes  in  next  session.  At  present  wo  only  think  and  talk 
of  the  Eastern  Quaition.  It  was  at  the  Queen's  ball  on  Friday 
night  that  Bunsen  first  told  me  of  the  Russians  crossing  the 
Pruth.  This  was  confirmed  by  Lord  Aberdeen,  who,  to  my 
great  astonishment,  said  it  might  lead  to  negotiations  and  peace, 
whereas  I  consider  it  flagrant  war.  If  our  fleet  does  not  now 
enter  the  Bosphorus  there  will  be  public  disappointment  and 
indignation. 

I  ought  to  tell  you  of  my  presentation  the  same  evening  to 
the  blind  King  of  Hanover.  He  was  intensely  civil,  saying 
that  he  hud  heard  much  of  my  reputation,  that  he  was  delighted 
to  make  my  acquaintance,  and  that  it  was  a  proud  thing  for  a 
Scotsman  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  law  of  England. 

I  am  afraid  they  think  much  less  of  me  in  Fife  I 
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My  dkab  Drothek: —  .  .  .  My  labors  At  Ouiltlhall  will 
coon  bu  over.  The  Imtt  wiH>k  wiut  u  vury  Muvuru  oiiu  for  iiiu,  an, 
besiilcit  my  judioiul  un<l  |Hirliuiiit>iitary  diitivM,  I  hud  to  dino  out 
«vory  duy  uxiH^pt  Thurwluy,  wlitn  I  hiul  u  gnind  liiw  {rnrty  at 
homo.  I  wiu*  H4>rry  thiit  Ocor^o  hti|>|M>n(>(|  t«>  Ix*  cii^u^ikI,  um  I 
wiHhiHl  to  intriKhicu  him  to  I^ord  I^yiidliurHt,  thu  tii<mt  n.'marko- 
blo  man,  I  think,  of  thin  )i;L'nt>ration.  Ho  irt  eighty-two,  with 
hiM  mental  tucultiiM  um  vi^oroiM  im  they  wor(>  half  u  ttuitury  ago. 
Ho  henrH  tw  wi'll  i\n  ovor,  and,  having  undergono  th(>  opt^ratioa 
of  cx)U(;hing,  ho  m>iM  very  tolcnihly.  On  thiti  (M-<'aMion  ho  was 
quito  lx)yiHh,  giving  variouH  toHHtM,  and  wom  the  lift>  of  tho  com- 
pany. Wo  had,  lM>Hid('M,  an  Amoriouu  Chiof  Juatico  and  tho  bar 
of  the  North  Wolnh  oiniuit. 

Poor  Donman  m  in  a  very  diiToront  and  a  very  doplomble 
Htato.  With  tho  use  of  Imh  liudm  ho  hati  ontiroly  lont  tho  power 
of  8iK>ooh,  and,  oh  ho  cunnot  Im;  (toiumunioatod  with  through  any 
medium,  it  m  doubtful  whether  the  ruiuH  of  his  mind  have  not 
perinhed. 

As  you  look  with  interest  at  tho  career  of  our  little  ChanoeUoTf 
I  may  tell  you  that  tho  Attorney- and  Solicitor-Genoral  conspire 
his  downfall,  each  having  the  hope  of  replacing  him.  Their 
constant  habit  is  to  vilipend  him.  Bethell  hardly  attempts  to 
disguise  his  eagerness  to  clutch  the  Qreut  Seal.  But  I  have  little 
doubt  that  Rolfe,  though  not  very  gloriously,  will  keep  his 
ground. 
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Avffust  28. — I  am  returned  to  London  after  going  the  North 
Wales  circuit,  and  paying  a  visit  to  my  tenantry  in  Ireland.  My 
circuit  was  an  agreeable  tour,  for  I  went  single  judge,  accom- 
panied by  my  wife  and  my  daughter  Mary,  and,  there  being 
little  business  to  do,  we  spent  our  time  in  paying  visits  and 
admiring  scenery.  I  hoped  to  have  mounted  Cader  Idris  and 
Snowdou,  but  the  weather  was  only  propitious  for  waterfalls. 
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At  Curtinrvoii  I  liiul  to  |nuw  Hfiitcnou  of  ticuth  on  u  iiiuriltriT 
whiili  ('ttiim>«l  tt  Kri'iit  NfiiMitiuii,  for  tUvm  hail  not  Inimi  an  cxiiu* 
tiun  in  thu  I'rin(<i|Hility  for  twenty  ycant.  Tint  ciri'nit  tIni^lMf| 
ttt  (!li«i«ti>r.  'V\uw  I  wtiM  Joiniil  liy  liaron  IMatt,  w  ho  hiul  hi M 
th»  iuwi/ih  in  Month  WaU>H.  Ilaviu);  tlnihhi-<l  my  own  huMtiii>H<« 
and  ^ivcn  my  foMcaitno  a  ^tnyd  lilt,  I  mtt  otl'  for  Irttiand,  iii'«>oni- 
IMiniiM  hy  my  <lan){hti>r  Mary  and  my  Honn  llallylmrton  aiul 
Dudley.  Wit  nmdi)  n  nhort  Htay  in  Dnitlin,  which  I  had  not 
iGvn  Hincv  I  U'iX  it  ait  i>x-()hanM>llor  in  IHtl.  Thvru  wim  now 
an  anhnt  d  miv  tu  du  honor  t(>  tho  Iiord  Chief  JuMtii-o  nf 
EuKlund. 

My  vinit  to  (iaiway  wax  very  Mn<*(>(>MHfui.  I  ought  to  nt^onl 
that  U'U  or  twelve  yeara  ago  I  lout  X'K),000  on  mortga((u  on 
cHtatcH  in  that  county,  valued  at  X(]0,000,  mine  iNung  rc|iri<w>nttil 
OM  thu  flnit  charKC.  My  intcrcnt  wiim  paid  for  a  yitir  or  two,  and 
HOtm  came  the  famine.  Hince  then  I  have  had  only  vexation  and 
ex|>enHe  from  thu  concern.  My  mort(|(agor,  although  a  MaNtir 
jn  Chancery  and  meml)cr  of  Parliament,  turned  out  to  have  \m\i\ 
a  Mwindler,  who  had  cheateit  mo  and  many  othura.  Luckily  for 
him,  he  diitd  lM>fore  hii4  fraudn  went  fully  detected.  I  at  hut 
lK)ught  the  mortgaged  pro[)crty  in  thu  EncumlxTud  EtitateM  Court, 
nominally  for  thu  Hum  I  had  advance<l  u|M)n  it,  although  no  pur- 
chuMer  would  then  have  given  half  ho  much.  Hitherto  I  have 
reccivtKl  no  rent,  the  Hum  colicctcil  frotn  thu  tenantti  not  Ix'ing 
Hufliinent  to  pay  ratcM  and  the  ex|)enM!  of  management.  There 
are  two  cHtaten,  containing  together  alxtut  10,0U0  acres,  and  oceii- 
picd  by  330  tenantM. 

I  had  a  very  courteous  reception  from  them  all  on  thisoccatiiou, 
although  about  a  year  iK'fore  they  had  refused  to  attorn  to  me, 
and  I  hod  l)cen  oblige<l  to  cidl  in  the  .sherilf  to  put  me  into 
])os{!)es8ion.  On  the  22d  of  August  I  gave  a  grand  dinner  to  the 
Moycullen  tenantry,  and  made  them  a  Hpcech,  which  hiw  been 
noticed  in  all  the  newspapers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  I 
was  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  explaining  my  religious  principles. 
From  my  having  been  oblige<l  to  resist  the  intrusion  oi'  u  Kuiiiau 
Catholic  priest  publicly  thrust  upou  me  as  Judge  of  assize,  it  was 
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NupiNMiil  hy  Miiiiiy  tliiU  I  hiul  Imhiiiiii*  ii  PititrHeaiit  M^ui.  I  iiiiw 
ux|»liiiiii'«l  my  wUh  for  n>li|{i«>iiN  cfiuiility,  iit  tltf  wiiiic  tiiiit*  n<ti*U 
iiiK  to  tilt*  IriMli  n  U'tmm  ti){itiui«t  intriiiiiiiiihiiit'  tliM'triih-M  iiiul  tliii 
irit(>rf<'r«*ii<i>  ttf  |)rii>><tM  in  wiMilitr  iiflaiix.  I  nully  iliiuk  tliitt  I 
may  liavi>  iloii«!  (;inn1  in  Molli-nin^  H.'('i:iriaii  |iri'jii)liri>M  aii«l  allay- 
ing animiMitii'H  iH'twwn  ('<'ll  ami  Saxon. 

I  am  now  ri'tni'iKHl  to  ilic  linmlilo  «lnli*>N  of  vacation  Jntl^v. 
However,  \  have  only  to  attend  ut  S-rjeantM  Inn  twoilavMa  wii'k. 
Tho  rent  of  my  tinui  \h  at  my  own  <liM|Hwtil,  an<l  I  Ii()|m>  vij^orouMly 
Ui  nwiime  my  l)io^m|iliieal  laUttx. 

Oettifnw />, — Having  ^ot  three  ot'  my  li  a  netl  hreiliren  to  ait 
lor  niv  HneetMHively  at  ehamlNTx,  I  have  Imhmi  for  a  fortni;;ht  in 
Si-otland.  YeHler«lay  I  retnrnetl,  Itreakfantini;  ntmfortahly  at 
llartriti;^e  an<l  i^rinking  tea  at  Stratlieden  lloiine.  I  enjoyetl  my 
excurnion  very  nuieh.  The  growth  of  my  treen  givi'M  me  par- 
ticular delight.  Not  «»nly  have  I  plantitl  large  ma^Ht's,  hut  I 
huv«  follnwe«l  till!  a<lvie<>  of  the  littird  of  Dumhitilikes  to  hin 
Mm  Jink;  *Stiek  in  n  tree  wlnrt'ver  it  will  Htand ;  while  you 
nl&ilt  it  will  grow.'  My  gtmlen  and  shruhlxM-ieH  are  likewim! 
much  improveil.  I  have  now  oidy  to  nmMtruet  a  gcKwl  hotiMc  on 
the  protNTty  for  the  future  Lordrt  Strallieden  and  Campltell,  and 
then  I  think  I  Hhall  havo  done  my  duty  to  them. 

Th(>  pleaMure  I  had  in  MH'ing  myehildren  thriving,  happy  ami 
ufTcetionate  in  of  a  higher  nature,  and,  admitting  of  no  dcscri|t- 
tion,  caui  4)nly  Ik?  coiuieivcd  hy  a  i'orttnuite  father.  My  ilearett 
daughter  Mary,  my  conwtaiit  <"ompaiiion  and  fa«t  friend,  Mtiek- 
iug  by  UK!  during  the  long  vacation,  hax  innistnl  on  returning  to 
London  with  mo — ehcserfully  fiicrilieing  beautiful  rides  and 
plea>4ant  visit.H  au<I  gay  ballH  which  awaited  her  in  the  country. 
Heaven  reward  her  fllial  piety! 

T  find  London  in  a  Htatc  of  great  excitement  a)H>ut  the  war 
Ikitween  Turkey  and  Uussia.  Our  (Jovernment  seemM  to  mc  to 
havo  managed  the  lu'gotiation  very  batlly,  and  I  fear  has  got 
into  a  .sad  s<^m|>o.  If  the  combined  s(iuadron.s  of  Kngland  and 
France  had  hiuIchI  into  the  Black  Sea  when  the  Russian  troops 
croaacd  tlie  Pruth,  troaquillity  wouhl  sj)cedily  have  been  restored. 
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The  Czar  has  been  justified  in  counting  on  the  timidity  of  Lord 
Aberdeen.  Submission  to  insult  is  an  invitation  to  fresh  innult. 
The  Italian  proverb  is  excellent:  'He  who  miikcs  himself  u 
sheep  is  sure  to  be  devoured  by  a  wolf.'  *  Chi  si /a  jjccora  il  lupo 
mangia.'  I  care  little  personally  about  the  prcMcnt  Ministers, 
but  it  is  for  the  public  good  that  they  should  be  supported,  and 
I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  to  go  against  them. 

December  S4. — Having  finished  Michaelmas  term  and  sittings, 
my  holidays  are  begun.  I  find  the  work  very  irksome.  Setting 
aside  the  disgrace,  I  would  as  soon  be  beaten  well  all  the 
time  with  a  cudgel  as  preside  in  Queen's  Benc^h  with  ...  on 
one  side  and  ...  on  the  other.  According  to  Quevedo's  mode 
of  fancying  future  punishments,  a  sentence  to  suffer  such  tor- 
ture for  a  thousand  years  ought  to  expiate  any  .venial  sin.  But 
I  am  seriously  convinced  that  in  every  condition  and  position 
there  are  dimigrements  wisely  ordained  with  a  view  to  jjrevent 
us  from  becoming  too  fond  of  this  life,  and  to  prepare  us  for 
leaving  it  with  less  reluctance. 

I  continue  to  go  on  very  comfortably  with  my  puisnes, 
although  they  sometimes  give  me  trouble  and  anxiety  in  differ- 
ing from  me,  I  of  couree  think,  without  reason.  But  none  of 
them  ever  dissent  from  a  love  of  difi'ering,  or  from  a  desire  to 
gain  iclat,  or  from  any  except  the  purest  and  most  laudable 
motive.     I  consider  myself  most  lucky  in  my  colleagues. 

I  am  much  grieved  by  the  present  state  of  political  parties  in 
this  country.  The  result  of  the  negotiation  on  the  Eastern 
Question  has  been  lamentably  unfortunate.  The  national  honor 
is  tarnished,  and,  after  all,  a  general  war  seems  inevitable. 
After  quietly  allowing  the  Czar  to  pass  the  Pruth  and  to  seize 
the  principalities  of  which  the  Sultan  is  sovereign,  we  might 
have  laid  our  account  with  a  continuation  of  similar  outrages. 
The  destruction  by  the  Russians  of  the  Turkish  fleet  at  Sinope 
is  more  disgraceful  to  us  than  any  event  since  the  surrender  of 
Lord  Cornwallis  in  America.  A  very  moderate  share  of  pru- 
dence and  spirit  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  to  avoid  it. 
The  ministerial  journals  blame  the  Turks  and  blame  the  French ; 
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but  the  chief  share  of  blame  seems  to  me  to  rest  oo  the  English 
Cabinet  for  not  long  ago  having  shown  a  determination  to  go  to 
war,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  our  ally.  Lord  Aber- 
deen has  been  afraid  of  doing  anything  that  might  be  disagreea- 
ble to  Austria,  and  he  has  had  a  terrible  suspicion  of  Louis 
Napoleon,  who  appears  to  have  acted  with  perfect  good  faith 
since  we  entered  inio  alliance  with  him.  In  the  course  of  my 
long  experience  I  have  never  known  any  minister  as  unpopular 
OS  Lord  Aberdeen  is  at  this  moment. 

We  have  had  an  interlude  which  would  he  amusing  if  it  did 
not  tend  to  distract  our  counsels  and  lessen  our  influence  at  this 
critical  juncture,  in  the  resignation  and  return  to  office  of  Lord 
Palmereton.  To-day  it  is  understood  that  the  difference  is 
patched  up,  after  sharp  criminations  and  recriminations  in  the 
public  journals.  The  rupture  showed  the  Government  to  be  in 
u  very  unsound  state,  and  little  good  will  be  done  by  the  recon- 
ciliation. The  nation  will  say  that  men  who  fight  and  shake 
hands  so  foolishly  are  unfit  to  be  at  the  head  of  affairs.  Yet  if 
the  ministerialists  can  stick  together  they  are  safe,  I'or  the  Pro- 
tectionists are  annihilated,  and  there  is  no  other  party  extant  to 
whom  the  Government  could  be  entrustetl  for  a  single  day. 

February  14, 1854' — Last  night  I  went  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and  heard  Lord  John  Russell  open  his  new  Reform  Bill. 
To  bring  it  forward  when  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  formidable 
war  seems  to  me  wholly  unjustifiable,  for  it  must  create  much 
party  animosity,  and  lower  the  credit  and  influence  of  England 
with  foreign  nations.  That  in  the  excitement  of  aggressive 
hostilities,  and  the  dread  of  disasters  to  our  allies,  the  proposed 
new  reform  should  be  calmly  discussed  and  deliberately  adopted 
may  be  expected  by  those  who  compare  us  to  the  Romans  with 
Hannibal  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Rome;  but  the  expecta- 
tion is  known  to  be  absurd  by  all  sober-minded  practical 
observers.  If  the  war  becomes  flagrant,  which  the  electric 
telegraph  may  any  moment  declare  it  to  be,  I  presume  the  Bill 
will  be  abandoned  without  any  motion  for  a  second  reading; 
and  then  not  only  will  Ministers  incur  the  suspicion  of  insin- 
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oerity,  but  proclamation  \»  made  that  the  existing  HouMe  of  Cum- 
mons,  which  is  still  to  legislate  for  us,  does  not  justly  represent 
the  people,  and  does  not  deserve  their  confidence.  There  can  be 
no  reasonable  chance  of  the  Bill  reaching  the  liords  during  the 
present  session  of  Parliament.  If  it  should,  several  of  its  cnact- 
nients  I  should  strenuously  oppose,  more  particularly  the  amalga- 
mation of  the  county  and  borough  fmnchisiw.  This  destroys  a 
fundamental  distinction  which  has  subsisted  ever  since  Parlia- 
ment sat  in  England,  and  inevitably  leads  to  a  representation  by 
uniform  numerical  constituencies,  which  would  be  fatal  to  the 
monarchy. 

March  31. — I  am  returned  to  London  after  completing  my 
ninth  circuit,  being  now  in  the  fifth  year  of  my  reign.  I  had 
to  try  a  very  remarkable  murder  at  Aylesbury,  when  tliere  was 
a  conviction  on  circumstantial  evidence  which  satisfied  me  of  the 
guilt  of  the  prisoner.  Still  I  was  much  relieved  from  anxiety 
liy  his  subsequent  voluntary  confession.  He  had  murdered  a 
female,  his  fellow-servant,  and  then  tried  to  make  it  believed 
that  she  had  been  burnt  to  death  by  thieves  who  had  broken 
into  the  house.  There  was  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  show  that 
there  were  spots  of  blood  upon  the  clothes  he  wore  when  appre- 
hended. I  advised  the  jury  to  place  no  reliance  on  this  evi- 
dence, but  to  consider  whether,  although  there  might  be  no 
blood  on  those  clothes,  he  might  not  have  changed  his  clothes 
after  doing  the  deed.  Tn  his  confession  he  said  that  he  had 
done  so,  and  the  clothes  which  he  wore  when  he  did  the  nmrder 
were  found  saturated  with  blood  in  the  hole  where  he  sjiid  he 
had  hid  them.  .  .  . 

I  find  Lord  Aberdeen's  Government  in  a  very  'staggering 
state.'  Without  any  formidable  opposition,  they  are  guilty  of 
such  follies  as  must  speedily  prove  their  ruin.  Within  a  year 
there  are  five  members  of  the  Administration  who  have  succes- 
sively sent  in  their  resignations  and  have  returned  to  office.  There 
is,  as  far  as  I  have  heard,  no  struggle  in  the  Cabinet  between 
the  Whigs  and  Peelites,  but  individually  they  dislike  each  other 
and  the  chief  has  no  ascendancy  to  control  them. 
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War  is  declared,  and  a  new  chapter  opens  oH  the  history  of 
the  world.  We  see  a  sight  which  has  not  been  seen  since  the 
time  of  the  CrusadeH — French  and  English  armies  fighting  side 
by  side  against  a  common  enemy. 

I.ErrERS  TO  8IR  GEORGE  CAMPBELL. 

Strathedfin  Houeo,  April  9,  1864. 

My  deak  Broth  eu: —  .  .  .  ^[y  holidays  continne  to  the 
19th,  and  I  have  been  enjoying  them  very  mnch.  Dudley  is  at 
home,  but  Hally  is  gone  to  fish  in  Connemara,  and  to  see  how 
our  affairs  prosper  there. 

I  have  at  last  ordered  the  altemtions  to  the  house  at  Havt- 
rigge  to  be  made  according  to  Mr.  Bryce's  first  plan.  I  can 
expect  little  enjoyment  in  the  house  myself,  but  I  should  like 
to  leave  a  det  jnt  ])lace  of  residence  for  those  who  are  to  come 
after  mt — having  entailed  Hartrigge  as  a  little  mfr/o»  f7<  on  the 
title  of  Stratheden  and  Camplwill. 

It  was  announced  last  night  at  Lady  Palmerston's  that  the 
Cabinet  have  agrcetl  to  droj)  the  Reform  Bill  for  the  session. 
Lord  John  was  very  obstinate,  and  the  Government  was  very 
nearly  broken  U]).  There  is  an  imjjression  that  there  will  be  no 
fighting  after  all.  I  hope  that  Charley  Napier  may  first  burn 
the  ships  at  Revel.  .  .  . 

Stratheden  House,  Easter  Monday, 
April  16. 1854,  five  p.m. 

My  dear  Brother  : — I  can  only  give  you  two  lines  to  say 
all  is  well. 

We  have  a  salmon  for  dinner  caught  by  Hally  at  Ballynahinch. 
He  must  be  back  on  Wednesday,  the  first  day  of  term. 

Ena  has  got  up  her  pony,  Goo.seberry,  from  Hartrigge,  and  is 
gone  out  riding  with  Dudley  and  Cecie.  I  am  not  yet 
remounted,  and  don't  know  whether  I  ever  shall  be.  Walking 
exercise  agrees  with  me  well. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  Mr.  Bryce  having  opened  the  irenchea 
before  Hartrigge. 
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I  am  strongly  tempted  to  buy  a  very  nice  hou^e  on  the  proj)- 
erty  adjoining  Moycullen,  which  I  could  get  much  cheaper  than 
new  Hartrigge  will  be ;  but  I  don't  much  fancy  transferring  the 
family  to  Ireland. 

I  am  dreadfully  tired  of  this  horrid  east  wind,  and  it  has 
forced  me  to  take  a  little  quinine. 

Give  me  some  arguments  to  support  my  *  Unauthorized  Com- 
munications Bill.'     Yours  affectionately,  C* 

JOURNAL. 


May  22. — I  have  received  the  sad  news  of  the  sudden  death 
of  my  brother.  This  is  a  dreadful  blow  to  me,  and  the  world 
now  presents  quite  a  different  aspect  to  me — a  very  gloomy  one 
— which  I  fear  will  contiime  for  the  remainder  of  my  sojourn 
here.  Although  he  was  nearly  two  yeara  ohler  than  me,  we 
were  in  the  same  class  at  school  and  <'ollege,  and  have  been 
devotetUy  attached  to  each  other  tlciugh  life.  It  was  often  said 
that  he  was  the  cleverer  of  the  two,  and  I  believe  that  with  the 
same  opportunities  he  would  have  gained  greater  distinction. 
For  the  last  thirty  years  he  li;is  l)oen  settled  as  a  country  gentle- 
man in  Fife,  but  we  have  inter-chaiiged  yearly  visits,  and  carried 
on  an  almost  daily  cori'espondence  by  letter.  He  took  the  most 
lively  interest  in  my  career,  and  my  name  was  never  mentioned 
in  any  newspaper  connected  with  anything  I  had  done  or  written 
or  said,  that  it  did  not  attract  his  attention  and  excite  his  sym- 
pathy. Seldom  has  so  long  and  steady  a  friendship  subsisted 
between  two  brothers  or- two  human  beings.  His  must  be  con- 
sidered a  very  prosperous  lot,  for  he  has  lived  very  happily  with 


*  Hartrigge,  October  4, 1S56. — This  is  the  last  letter  from  me  to  my  brother 
which  has  been  preserved.  On  the  22d  of  May  following  I  heard  of  his  death. 
Our  correspondence  continued  until  within  a  few  days  of  that  melancholy 
event,  but  was  confined  to  the  details  of  his  health  and  strictly  domestic 
matters.  As  far  as  affection  was  concerned,  it  never  knew  change ;  but  when 
I  was  made  Chief  Justice  the  vicissitudes  of  my  career  were  at  an  end,  and  I 
was  withdrawn  from  party  politics,  so  that  my  epistolary  topics  very  much 
dwindled  away. 
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a  charming  wife,  ami  all  his  children  are  very  advantageously 
settled  in  the  world — his  three  sons  being  in  the  civil  service  of 
the  East  India  Company,  with  the  prospect  of  gnat  advance- 
ment; one  of  his  daughters  being  married  to  the  member  for 
Carmarihenshire,  a  gentleman  of  very  large  property ;  and  the 
other  to  the  Honorable  FitzGerald  Foley,  a  distinguished  officer 
in  the  Royal  Navy. 

My  poor  brother  cannot  be  said  to  have  l)ccn  cut  off  prema- 
turely, a  id  according  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  religion,  I 
ought  calmly  to  submit  to  the  inevitable  Iwreavement — preparing 
for  the  awful  event  which  may  overtake  myself  at  any  hour,  and 
which  in  the  course  of  nature  cuumot  now  be  distant.  *In  all 
time  of  our  tribulation,  in  all  time  of  our  wealth,  in  the  hour  of 
deiith,  and  at  the  day  of  judgment,  Good  Lord  deliver  us.' 

June  4.. — On  Friilay,  ^lay  the  26th,  I  went  down  to  Scotland 
to  attend  my  poor  brother's  funeral,  and  I  got  back  on  Sunday 
the  28th,  the  only  occasion  of  my  absence  from  court  since  I 
became  a  judge.  I  was  deeply  affected  by  the  sad  scene  which 
I  had  to  witness.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  according  to 
the  Presbyterian  fashion — solemn  prayera  in  the  house  before 
the  procession  began,  and  no  religious  service  at  the  grave.  The 
whole  was  awful  and  impressive.  But  the  English  Burial  Ser- 
vice is  very  fine,  and,  as  I  think  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the 
feelings  of  my  family,  I  should  wish  it  to  be  adopted  when  my 
turn  comes,  and  my  remains  are  deposited  in  Jedburgh  Abbey, 
where  a  resting-place  is  secured  to  us  in  very  holy  ground. 
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CHAPTER  XXXII. 

AuaosT,  18^4— Au(;uBT,  1856. 

Acts  an  Jndgo  atChamberR — Procoduro  Bill  of  1854 — The  RuBHian  War — Tour 
in  nerinany — I/fttor  from  Lord  LyndhurKt — Death  of  Lord  Donman — 
Trial  by  Jury — The  Army  in  the  Crimea — Reconstruction  of  the  Govern- 
muni  under  Lord  PalmerHton — Oxford  Circuit  with  Baron  Martin — 
Torquay  and  Saltram — MotionH  for  New  Trials— State  of  National  Affuirs 
— Lord  Oran worth  and  Sir  Richard  BolhcU  — Appiml  BuHiness  in  tlie 
House  of  Lords — Dinner  at  Lord  Brougham's— I^outh  of  Lord  Raglan — 
Willes,  the  New  Judge — Judgment  in  a  Case  Before  the  House  of  Lords 
— Resignation  of  Lord  John  Russell — South  Wales  Circuit— Tiio  New 
House  at  Hnrtriggo — News  of  the  Fall  of  Sobastopol — Mr.  Justice  Willes 
and  the  A.-juration  Oath — Christmas  at  Abinger — Macaulay's  New  Vol- 
umes— Committee  of  Privileges  and  Debate  on  Life  Peerages — Peace  Con- 
ferences in  Paris — Visit  to  his  Daughter  in  Worcestershire  — Scotch  Judges 
in  the  House  of  Lords — Dissensions  Between  the  Chancellor  and  the  Law 
Officers— Treaty  of  Paris— '  Free  Ships,  Free  Goods'— Trial  of  Palmer 
for  Poisoning — Quarrel  with  America — Norfolk  Circuit — Dr.  Whewell. 


JOURNAL. 

Auffud  12y  1854- — Instead  of  going  circuit  this  .summer  I 
have  remained  iu  town  to  do  the  business  at  chambers,  wliich  I 
have  not  found  so  disagreeable  as  I  exj)e(!tod.  This  is  not  to  be 
confounded  with  being  *  long  vacation  Judge,'  which  I  was  the 
year  before.  The  judge  at  chambers  during  the  circuits  sits  five 
or  six  hours  daily.  A  good  deal  of  troublesome  work  I  have 
had,  no  doubt,  but  I  regi-et  it  the  less  as  it  more  thoroughly 
initiates  me  in  the  pra(!tice  of  the  courts — a  branch  of  knowl- 
edge which  it  is  very  comfortable  to  po.ssess.  By  ren^iiiiing  iu 
town  I  have  been  of  considerable  service  in  the  Hou,-  'jx  Lords, 
and  particularly  in  getting  through  Parliament  the  great  *  Pro- 
cedure Bill  of  1854/  which  brings  about,  as  far  as  is  now  prao- 
ticable,  the  fusion  of  Law  and  Equity,  and  establishes  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  our  jurisprudence  must  henceforth  be  moulded, 
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'one  court  for  one  caiwe* — i.e.,  thai  the  court  in  wliich  the  duit 
commences  shall  carry  it  through  ull  its  stages,  and  Hiially  deter- 
mine it  nnd  cvorytliing  ('oniH'ct«'d  with  it.  Thus  partio.s  will  no 
longer  be  kept  owiillatiug  between  I^aw  and  Etjulty  till  the  sub- 
ject-matter in  controversy  is  wasted  in  costs. 

On  one  important  enactment  I  have  been  thwarted  and 
defeated.  I  wished  to  do  away  with  the  barbarous  custom  of 
imprisoning  and  starving  juries  to  compel  unanimity.  Accord- 
ingly I  introduced  this  proviso,  that,  after  they  have  deliberated 
twelve  hours  if  nine  or  ten  have  agreed,  their  verdict  shall  hv 
taken  and  shall  have  the  same  eflcct  as  the  verdict  of  the  twelve, 
subject  to  any  objection  whieii  may  hereafter  be  taken  to  it  as 
Ix'ing  contrary  to  the  evidence.  If  there  is  not  sudi  a  concur- 
rence of  opinion  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  hours,  the  jury  to 
be  discharged,  and  the  cause  to  be  tried  by  another  jury.  The 
Commons  changed  this  into  an  enactment  which  still  re(iuire<l 
unatjimity,  but  provided  that,  if  at  the  expiration  of  twelve 
hoiii-s  there  is  not  a  unanimous  verdict,  the  jury  shall  then  be 
discharged.  To  this  I  would  not  agree,  as  you  cannot  insist  on 
unanimity  without  compulsory  means  of  enforcing  it,  and, 
according  to  the  proposal,  there  would  frecjuently  be  abortive 
trials  in  civil  actions,  and  in  criminal  trials  it  would  hardly 
ever  be  possible  to  obtain  a  capital  conviction.  The  result  has 
been  that,  after  an  interchange  of  messages  and  the  Bill  having 
travelled  backwards  and  forwards  several  times  between  the  two 
Houses,  the  clauses  upon  this  subject  have  been  struck  out  of 
the  Bill  altogether,  and  the  law  respecting  unanimity  and  com- 
pulsion remains  as  it  was.  I  intend  in  another  session  of 
Parliament  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  j)iiii('iple 
for  which  I  have  been  struggling.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the 
Lords  have  become  more  rational  and  mote  liberal  on  all 
subjects  of  law  reform  than  the  Commons.  That  House  is  now 
much  infested  with  lawyers.  It  was  said  that  the  Reform  Bill 
would  exclude  them  altogether,  but  their  number  has  since  been 
trebled,  and  they  are  no  longer  the  quiet,  silent  nominees  of 
borough  proprietors.     Nowadays  they  have  numerous  constit- 
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uento  whortt!  prcjiuliceM  tlicy  inu.st  try  to  flutter;  mul  they  hoj)c 
for  the  officoH  of  Attorney-  iiiul  8olieitor-Geneml  by  obtaining 
notoriety  in  pro|)<Ming  bud  Bills  or  opiMming  gmnl  oneH.  Lord 
Coke's  pnrUamcntum  indoctnm  wiw  nmch  prefemble  to  this 
parliamrntum  (lodimimuin. 

I  feel  inteiiHe  interest  in  the  RuHuiun  wur,  und  I  could  only 
wish  it  were  wuged  more  energeticully.  But  I  huve  hud  the 
8utisiuotion  of  seeing  the  rusoiilly  C/ar  defeutinl  by  the  unussisteil 
Turks,  and  obliged  to  re-eross  the  Pnith.  Now  for  St»bastoj)ol  t 
If  it  be  taken  I  sliall  not  grudge  the  doubkil  income  tax,  or 
any  of  the  sacrifices  we  are  calhnl  upon  to  make. 

I  am  now  going  to  make  a  tour  in  Germany  with  my  wife, 
my  daughters  and  one  of  my  sons.  I  sliall  probably  keep  a 
journal  if  I  see  or  hear  or  think  anything  worthy  of  being 
rememlKjrwl. 

[He  visited  Berlin,  Dresden,  Prague  and  Vienna,  going  down 
the  Danul)e  as  far  as  Pesth  ;  und  returned  by  the  Tyrol,  Munich 
and  Paris,  keenly  enjoying  the  whole  tour,  and  displaying  as 
mn'.'h  ''nergy  and  activity  as  the  youngest  of  the  party. — Ed.] 

Strathcdcn  House,  October  31. — The  journal  of  my  German 
tour  will  show  how  I  have  been  occupied  during  the  last  two 
months.     I  atn  not  at  all  sorry  to  return  to  my  judicial  labors. 

On  my  return  to  London  I  found  the  following  letter  on  my 
table  from  an  illustrious  ex-Chancellor. 

Where'er  1  roam,  whatever  realms  to  see, 

My  heart  untravelled  fondly  turns  to  thee. 

Still  to  my  Queen's  Bench  turns  with  ceaseless  pain, 

And  dragH  with  each  remove  a  lengthening  chain. 


'Deab  Lord  Campbell: — It  is  true  that  the  Campbells  ran  away  from 
Montrose,  but  that  is  long  since.  They  have  made  ample  amends,  they  and 
their  gallant  commander,  by  their  glorious  conduct  on  the  Alma. 

'  Brougham  tells  me  you  have  been  everywhere,  from  the  levies  of  Man- 
teuflFel  and  tlie  meetings  of  the  far-famed  Bund,  to  the  funeral  of  St.  Arnaud. 
You  have  heard,  seen  and,  with  your  usual  perBpicacity,  observed  much. 
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Pniir  a  littln  of  the  overflowing*  upon  %  poor  wretch  confined  by  gout  in  both 
fxflt  unable  to  move.  Ax  ttio  mountnin  cannot  go  to  Mahumet,  let  the  prophat 
kindly  come  to  the  mountain. 

'  From  three  to  five  o'cluok  every  day  it  in  in  » tolerable  atate  of  tranquillity. 
Yours  over, 

Ooorp' Street  October  ID,  th.  'LTWt.HuniT.' 

I  found  him  in  George  Street,  laid  up  by  a  violent  fit  of  the 
jfout,  hut  tnllting  in  hiH  uHual  agrconble,  roiliclcing  strain.  .  .  . 

1  lil<cwiMC  touiKi  the  following  letter  from  the  eldest  son  of 
Jx>rd  Denman,  written  immediately  after  \m  father's  death  t 

■Stoke  Albany,  September  23, 1864. 

'  Deab  Lobd  OAHPBRLt: — You  muKt  forgive  mo  for  expediting  painful  new* 
to  you,  but  you  would  be  more  Hhocked  by  learning  it  from  a  newnpaper. 
My  revered  father  waa  seized  at  dinner,  just  after  fiaivhing  gome  broth,  on 
Thumday,  and  wan  carried  to  a  cofa,  and  thenco  to  hid  bod,  from  which  he 
never  rose  until  Friday  at  night,  when  ho  fell  from  a  disturbed  Rleep  into  hiH 
everlasting  rent,  He  regained  consciouflnesB  before  going  to  bin  death-bed, 
and  showed  that  he  knew  and  thanked  my  wife  and  me  for  our  endoavora  to 
render  the  last  few  months  of  his  existence  as  cheerful  as  possible 

'He  went  to  church,  as  soon  as  he  was  strong  enough,  for  sevoial  Sundays, 
and  was,  it  seems  to  me,  a  humble  Christian  whose  works  will  (please  Qod) 
follow  him. 

'  I  am  happy  to  be  in  possession  of  one  document  in  which  he  praisea  your 
efforts  as  a  law  reformer,  and  I  recall  to  miud  his  once  advising  a  person  in 
(iistross  to  employ  you  as  counsel  in  a  painful  but  hopeless  case — and  your 
kindly  expressions  towards  him  at  Leicester  in  1850  were  not  lost  upon  his 
loving  spirit ;  and  I  may  add  that  any  ditfurence  (which  his  family  may  have 
deplored)  between  him  and  his  successor  arose  from  his  feelings  as  almost  an 
advocate  upon  public  questions  for  what  ho  thought  conscientiously  of  para- 
mount importance. 

'With  respectful  remembrances  to  Lady  Stratheden,  believe  me,  dear  Lord 
Campbell,  yours  very  sincerely, 

'Thouab  Dbnuav.' 


I  returned  a  kind  answer,  stating  truly  the  sincere  regard  I 
had  ever  entertained  for  the  deceased. 

I  am  rather  low,  having  just  heard  that  Lord  Cuninghame  is 
dead,  and  that  Lord  Truro  is  dying.  Thus  my  contemporaries 
drop  around  me.  But,  as  in  the  field  of  battle,  while  death 
rages  round,  those  that  are  spared  must  do  their  duty. 
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Thiumher  ^, — AiiotluT  tiiiri  niid  xittiugn  lmv«  |minh«'<1  uwh)', 
iiimI  (^hriMtiniis  is  «'itrni>  iii^niti.  I  liuv<>  ^ot  throii^h  my  wnik 
NitiHfartdi'ily.  Our  ii«'\v  iirui-rifitn-  (which  in  truth  \hh  JKriith-nf 
rtvnfiiflnn)  \h  now  <>^tiililiohiiI,  uutl  |m'o|>K>  nultniit  tn  it  (|uii'tl)'. 
lionl  Man-lifid  altniipiiujj;  II  tif'iclh  |MU't  of  it  iuih'il,  luxl  tlrt-w 
down  iuu<-h  oltlofpiy  upon  hiiii'^i'lt*.  Wi>  not  only  adopt  aiiti  art 
upon  his  '4'(|uital)lc  dortrint*'/  lon^  mo  nnich  op|H»s(>d  and  HUtrrcd 
at,  Init  we  have  a  i-ouipli'tc  t'li-^ion  of  I^jiw  anti  K(iuity  iiM  far  iw 
Ih  prai-ticahlc,  and  liti;;ation  li'-twccn  parties  in  ^otUTully  cnn- 
ducti'd  and  conchith'd  in  thi*  fourt  in  which  It  bcgifiij.  Thi.s 
wrtainly  in  u  vawt  iniprovcnuiit. 

I  rcjoict'  to  thiidv  that  I  have  ctrtwtually  thwarted  th*  :.('heiii«' 
which  wa.H  iHtreiniousIy  prc-^hcd  «>f  doinj;  away  with  trial  hy  jiu'y 
in  civil  eauMe^.  Fro,  hohic  conditions  and  ipiulinditioiiM  which 
I  intnuliiced,  the  new  cnactntcnt  on  this  subject  is  a  dead  letter, 
and  not  one  trial  l»y  JihIki'  without  jury  has  yet  taken  place. 

There  are  numy  ejises  now  brought  to  the  sittinj^s  and  assizim 
turning  on  matters  of  account,  or  u  i  «'.'ltiplicity  ()f  disputed 
ittmiH  as  to  the  «|naiitity  and  <|Uality  of  ^vmhIs  sold  or  work  dune. 
These  a  jury  cannot  satisfactorily  try,  ami  tln-y  shouhl  be  wnt 
for  decision  to  an  ofllccr  of  the  court,  or  some  necountunt  or 
ex|H;rt,  as  soon  as  the  action  is  bronjrht.  IJut  where  grave  (pies- 
tlons  of  tact  are  to  be  tried  on  conflicting  evidence,  u  jury 
jiMsistcd  by  a  judge  is  by  fur  the  best  tribunal  ever  invented  fur 
their  decision.  One  gi-cat  iidvantagi;  it  has  is  that  reasons  are 
not  publi(!ly  given.  The  judge,  I  presume,  will  bo  expected  to 
give  his  reasons  for  believing  one  witness  and  disbelieving 
another.  Ifis  conclusion  may  Ik?  right,  but  hia  reasons  will  be 
sure  to  be  thought  wrong,  and  his  verdict  will  by  no  means  be 
received  as  respect  fully  by  the  paitics  or  the  public  as  that  of 
twclye  shopkeepers.  For  a  single  judge  to  dec-ide  issues  of  fact 
(such  iis  upon  a  pica  to  an  action  on  a  fire  jxtlicy,  whether  the 
plaintiir  fraudulently  bunu'd  down  his  own  house;  or  upon  a 
jdctt  to  a  libel  charging  the  plaintiff  with  murder,  or  some 
abominable  crime,  whether  the  plaintiff  actually  committed  it) 
I  think  would  be  most  unconstitutional  and  most  inexpedient. 
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I  mIiuII  (ukt!  pretty  g(MHl  curu  thut  Miioh  II  t'liuiigu  Im  not  iiitrtNluutxl 

I  tun  at  |>n-M'iit  Hudly  diHtriU'tt'd  and  il«'|M'('>H(>d  liy  tlif  Miati;  of 
tilt'  Mriti.'«li  ai'iiiy  in  tli(<  Ci-inifa.  My  itrotlicr-in-law,  (it'ruTul 
S«'arlrtt,  liuH  a<'t|i<iri>d  y;r»'at  y;l<>i'y  l»y  IiIh  famous  ravulry  char^M 
on  the  'jrttli  of  Ortolior  at  Italaclava,  and  my  nephew,  Captuiu 
Sx-arlt'tt,  of  the  SeotM  Kunilier  (Juard?*,  h.-in  heen  promoted  for  his 
gallantry  in  the  hattle  of  the  Ahna.  In  Hpite  of  thin  ^o<mI  t'ortum*, 
it  is  heartrendiu^  to  nie  to  tliinU  of  the  eondition  to  which  our 
foreen  in-fore  Selxintopol  an*  now  redlieed.   .   .   . 

Fihnniri/  :J7,  tSfif). — What  a  erowd  of  ovent«  for  the  history 
of  parties  in  Kiij^land  xitiee  the  preceding  entry  in  my  journal  t 
Fiord  John  ItnRS(;il'rt  flight  from  the  Cabinet;  a  majority  o(  two 
to  one  in  the  House  of  (^ommonx  for  an  itHpiiry  into  the  eonihict 
of  the  expedition  to  the  Crimea;  th<'  <lissohition  of  Lord  Alwr- 
d«H'nV  Oovcrnmont :  the  suceessivc  fuihu'es  of  Lord  D»'rbv  und 
Lord  John  RuhsoII  to  form  a  new  one;  F^ord  Pahnerston'o  pateh- 
worl<  of  VVhigM  und  Peoliten,  after  u  preposterouH  attempt  to 
restore  L«)rd  AlnTdeen's;  the  immediate  disruption  which  fol- 
lowtnl,  caused  by  the  Heeession  of  the  l*e<jlite8;  Ijord  John'i* 
pacific  miswi(m  to  Vienna;  his  coiiHent  to  be  Colonial  iSe<'retary 
under  Pahnerston ;  the  reconst ruction  of  the  Government  from  the 
tlri'gs  of  \\'higgery  I  This  re<!onstruction,  only  twenty-four  hours 
old,  is  the  last  phase  presented  in  the  political  sky;  but  how  long 
it  may  endure,  and  by  what  it  is  to  be  HUcceedod,  no  saga<'ity  can 
«'onjecturc.  Perhaps  it  may  have  some  permanence,  for  the  only 
rule  now  to  go  by  is,  to  exp(!ct  that  which  is  most  improbable. 

I  made  a  point  of  attending  Lady  Palmerston's  next  reception 
after  the  retirement  of  the  Poelites.  They  all  nuistered,  with 
Aberdeen  at  their  head.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  him, 
iukI  having  been  just  shown  by  the  Secretniy  to  the  Treasury  a 
letter  from  Lord  John,  written  from  Paris,  explaining  his  aecept- 
unce  of  the  Colonial  Department  without  j)rejudicc  to  his  pro- 
ceetling  on  his  peaceful  mission  to  Vienna,  I  was  the  first  to 
communicate  this  arrangement  to  the  ex-Premier.  He  professed 
great  astonishment  at  it,  but  uttered  an  ardent  wish  thai  it  might 
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tnni  itul  ii'ril !  AlM>nli'«>ii  in  irrtuirily  ii  vi-ry  iTNiHi'tnMi'  nuui,  Itiit 
ultiilly  unlit  to  pilni  rlic  vtoM'l  of  till'  Stall*  in  Miit'li  n  r<(i>rni. 

I  Hinn-ri'ly  y/\A\  \\*W  In  I'aliiiii^t'nnV  (}nv«T»im»nt, 

Miiy  'Jl, — I  havo  liail  a  vory  aj^n-raliN'  «'irfiiit  (tho  Oxfnnl), 
iny  colli -nj^iK'  \H•\u^^  Haroii  Martin,  ati  i>x<*(<ll«>nt  lawyer  aial  an 
<'x<'«'«'(liii(;ly  ((iHNl-natnriil  iVIIow.  Wo  ^Mt  throiij^h  tli«>  wIioIimiC 
our  Im^int'HH  tit^r'tlur  i-xtrrnu'ly  wi'll  at  rvrry  plan',  Iravinj^  no 
ri'tiiiinrtM,  ami  ankin^  for  no  asMiHt'itifi*.  The  only  vi^it  I  |Niiil 
waM  to  Iw)rii  I<yttl«-ton  at  Hurley.  I  wan  plcamnl  to  ro-viitit  tli<> 
liilln  ami  vallt'yH,  tlic  wimhIm  an<l  HtrcarnH  with  which  I  hud  oiici> 
Im'ch  ho  fiiiniliar.  At  Worcester  I  Mtill  muw  my  tiatno  an  I  «'arvc»| 
it  on  the  Water  (}ate,  near  the  cathetlral,  when  I  lirNt  joine<i  the 
'•Ircnil  in  1H(M).  1  wan  appaiieil  hy  recoj^nj/lnn  oM  attornevM, 
whom  I  rcmemlH'red  ladn  with  curly  hrowii  hw-kM  and  hloomiti^ 
rheekn — now  wrinkled,  with  a  few  Htra^r^r^i^>K  K''"y  '•'''•''♦  nanid 
their  hald  jtatcH.  AtfirHl  I  hud  only  a  conluMtMl  notion  of  having 
H>en  Horucthin^  like  the  palliti  visa).;e  hefon;  mc ;  hut  hy  de^recM 
J  could  trace  the  fcaturen  of  a  brisk  yoiin^  Holicitor,  wlu)  had 
brought  m('  a  hrii'f  f<»rty  yearn  ago;  he  l)oing  then  in  the  eycM 
of  the  country  girln  tlii!  rival  of  the  irrenistihle  ensign  command- 
ing a  recruiting  party  in  the  assize  town.  Thin  brought  me  to 
think  of  the  cliange  upon  m^  self,  and  how  I  nnist  now  Im> 
regarded  txH  a  venerable  judge,  in  extreme  old  age. 

Tln'  circuit  having  finished  at  Ciloiicester,  I  had  a  chnrnjing 
meeting  with  my  wife  and  daughters  at  Ton|iuiy.  Having  Htay<Hl 
there  u  few  dayx,  we  paid  a  very  agreeable  visit  to  Lord  and 
liady  Morley,  at  Saltriun,  near  Plymouth.  Notwithstanding  all 
the  beautii's  of  Devonshire  scenery,  I  was  then  contented  to 
return  to  London  and  the  lalwrs  of  Easter  Term.  I  could  not 
endure  to  reside  permanently  in  the  country,  and  no  rural  ram- 
ble eiui  please  me  so  much  as  a  walk  througli  Westminster  Hall 
and  St.  Stephen's  Hall  to  the  great  pavilion  in  the  'New  Palace,' 
with  the  House  of  liords  on  the  right  and  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  left,  the  long  corridors  swarming  with  persons  intereste<l 
in  an  impending  debate. 

T  got  through  Easter  Term  comfortiibly  enough.    The  first  few 
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tInyN  w(>ri>  ni(h«'r  lUixiciiiM,  (nun  inotinnH  for  ii<*w  trinU  in  «<nM>M 
triwl  lN>fot-i>  iiH>  lit  till*  Mittiii({H  nfli'V  Hilary  Ti<riii  uikI  on  thfl  <'ir> 
<<uit.  I  iH'lifvi*  I  am  lut  little  liable  tn  tli<<  <'liar)i;«!  of  '  tni'Mlint'tinii ' 
nn  any  jiiil^e,  hut  riiiMiakeN  may  liave  Ini>ii  matli*  and  there  i-<  a 
^rr*'^\^  ilatijjer  of  the  ilini'tinii  In-inj^  miMreprenentitl.  I  alwiivw 
((««'l  n'lieved,  therefore,  when  the  motioiiM  for  new  trialn  are  over. 
I  have  very  hard  work  during  term-lime,  nn  I  nniMt  devote 
several  hoiirM  every  evenin((  to  remlin^i;  |>a|N*rM  for  arj^iimeiitM 
that  are  eomin^  on,  and  in  writing  jud^m<>MtH  in  tnvu'n  wliert>  we 
have  taken  (inn^  to  eon«<ider. 

I  have  had  a  pleasant  'nhort  vnmtion '  of  rix  dayi*,  having; 
hcen  the  QuiK'u  deliver  (he  ('rim(>an  medaln  to  the  heroes  of  the 
Alma,  Inkerman  ami  Halaeiava ;  havin^^  attended  her  eimeert 
and  her  birthday  drawing-room,  and  having  olwerve<i  that  tho 
wo(Hlrt  at  'the  voie<>  of  Spriny; '  have  •flourished  green  again.* 
From  tho  eontinned  rigor  of  the  season  we  had  begun  t<»  fear 
that  nature  was  heiteeforth  doomed  t«)  |M>r|>etnal  sterility,  :ind 
that  all  the  rmiw  of  animals  and  vegetabten  would  diMa|>|K>ur 
from  the  earth,  niaiving  way  for  new  formatioiw. 

Our  national  aflairs,  though  still  in  a  very  nnmttisfaf'tory  eon- 
dition,  l(M>k  rather  better.  There  is  no  longer  a  danger  of  the 
Russians  marehing  into  Halaeiava  and  taking  our  surviving 
soldiers  prisoners,  or  fjnving  them  into  the  sea.  Our  tr«H)ps  are 
again  in  good  heart,  aneJ  unother  etimpaign  may  make  us  nuistera 
of  the  Crimea.  I  am  ■m)\  for  a  vigorous  proseeution  of  the  war. 
A  safe  peace  is  at  presoutt  .impossible,  and  any  further  negotiation 
undesirable. 

I  have  taken,  and  shall  taJie,  very  little  part  in  tho  debates 
of  the  Lords  this  session.  The  war  is  all  absorbing.  Cnin- 
worth,  having  despaired  of  being  abU;  to  carry  great  measures  of 
legal  reform  himself,  has  suecumbtHl  to  Hethell,  the  Solicitor- 
General,  who  has  intr(Kluce<l  liills  into  the  Commons  which  he 
will  not  Ihj  able  to  pass.  Notwithstanding  my  regard  for 
Cranworth,  I  thought  it  my  duty  about  three  weeks  ago 
publicly  to  com[)lain  in  my  place  in  the  House  of  Lords  of  the 
niumicr  in  which  measures  of  legal  reform  have  been  lost  hy  the 
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members  of  the  Government  thwarting  each  other.  I  .solemnly 
aulvised  that  before  they  bronght  lbr>Nard  any  considerable 
measnre  of  legal  reform,  it  should  be  discussed  by  all  who  are 
to  be  concerned  in  carrying  it  through,  and  that  then  all  the 
members  of  the  Government  should  be  required  to  support  it, 
so  that  when  agreed  to  by  one  House  of  Parliament  as  a  Gov- 
ernment measure  it  may  not  be  smashed  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  by  the  agency  of  the  same  Government. 

May  26. — I  find  that  Lord  Cranworth's  annoyance  from 
Lord  St.  Leonards  is  even  more  serious  than  I  had  apprehended. 
Attending  a  meeting  of  the  Statute  Law  Commission  on  Wed- 
nesday, Bethell,  the  Solicitor-General,  i)ut  into  my  hand  a 
memorandum  he  had  written  at  the  table,  beseeching  my 
attention  to  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  appeal  business  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  which  wjis  likely  to  bring  down  great 
discredit  on  their  jurisdiction,  and  to  set  all  Scotland  in  a  flame. 
He  afterwards  explained  to  me  that  Cranworth  and  St.  Leonards 
being  the  only  two  law  lords  attending,  they  always  differ,  and 
that,  instead  of  having  the  cases  re-argued  when  other  law  lords 
might  attend,  they  always  affirm.  By  the  forms  of  the  House, 
the  question  put  is :  '  that  the  judgment  be  reversed,'  and  on 
the  maxim,  *  semper  prcesumitur  pro  negante,^  the  decision  is  in 
the  negative.  Pretty  comfort  for  the  appellant,  who  is  thus  for- 
ever barred,  perhaps,  of  an  estate  of  £10,000  a  year ! 

Bethell  said  he  had  been  speaking  upon  the  subject  to  Lord 
Palraerston,  and  proposing  that  I  should  be  requested  to  sit  on 
the  hearing  of  appeals,  or  that  Pemberton  Leigh  should  be 
created  a  peer. 

June  16. — Dined  yesterday  at  Brougham's,  where  I  was  told 
there  was  to  be  two  ex-Presidents  of  the  United  Stjites  and  three 
ex-Chancellors.  The  three  ex-Chancellors  appeared,  Lyndhurst, 
Brougham,  and  myself;  but  Wc  liad  only  one  ex-Presideut,  Van 
Buren  ;  Filmore,  the  other,  who  is  now  in  England,  being  kept 
away  by  indisposition.  We  had  some  interesting  talk  about  the 
respective  merits  and  demerits  of  the  English  and  the  American 
Constitutions.     Lyndhurst,  who  has  a  hankering  kindness  for 
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his  native  land,  mther  t(H>k  the  Yunkoe  wide.  The  most  curious 
discussion  was  upon  Lord  Grey's  Reform  Bill,  which  had  been 
so  furiously  supported  by  Brouj^lmin  and  myself,  and  opposed 
by  Lyndhurst  and  Ellonborougli,  one  of  the  guests.  We  all 
agreed  that  it  had  >iot  iiiij)rov<Hl  the  umtfriel  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  Me  regrottcMl  the  loss  of  the  close  boroughs, 
which  so  conveniently  intr<Mluced  youjig  men  of  talents  to  par- 
liamentary life.  Brougham  sai<l  that  his  scheme  was  to  have  no 
Schedule  A,  and  to  deprive  Old  Sarum,  <fec.,  only  of  one  mem- 
ber, for  the  purpose  of  giving  members  to  Manchester,  &c. 
Howtvcr,  we  pretty  well  agree<l  that  the  Bill  could  not  have 
been  carried  if  it  had  l)een  less  sweeping,  and  that  if  it  had  not 
l)eeu  carried  we  could  not  have  got  over  the  famous  10th  of 
April  without  a  revolution. 

I  have  deserte<l  the  Queen's  Bench  sittings,  and  have  been 
attending  the  hearing  of  an  appeal  in  the  House  of  Lords,  on 
account  of  the  unhappy  state  of  affiu'i-s  there,  which  threatened 
to  ruin  this  once  august  tribunal.  .  .  . 

July  1. — Yesterday  we  had  the  news  of  the  death  of  Lord 
Raglan  in  the  Crimea.  This  is  a  most  melancholy  event,  but  I 
know  not  whether  it  is  to  be  considered  a  national  misfortune. 
He  was  an  amiable,  excellent  and  brave  man,  but  I  do  not 
l)elieve  that  he  was  a  great  general.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no 
one  of  much  name  to  succeed  him.  Had  he  survived  till 
Sebastopol  is  taken,  he  would  have  had  an  earldom  with  a  pen- 
sion for  three  generations.  He  dies  an  unsuccessful  commander, 
and  leaves  his  family  nearly  destitute. 

Mr.  Justice  Maule  has  resigned.  He  is  succeeded  by  a  capi- 
tal 'land,  whom  I  warmly  recommended  to  the  Lord  Chancel- 
lor— Willes,  who  is  not  only  an  admirable  lawyer,  but  has 
delightful  manners  and  a  well-regulated  mind. 

July  8. — I  am  thrown  into  despair  by  a  revelation  made  by 
Lord  John  Russell  in  the  House  of  Commons  two  nights  ago : 
that  when  he  was  at  Vienna  he  was  for  peace  with  Russia  on 
the  terms  proposed  by  Austria ;  so  that  in  his  opinion  the  war 
which  as  a  Cabinet  Minister  he  is  carrying  on  is  no  longer  justi- 
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fiable.  The  reason  he  gave  for  his  opinion  was  the  great  power 
of  Russia.  This  is  most  astounding !  We  had  consideral  him 
to  be  an  advocate  for  checking  the  aggressive  policy  of  Russia, 
which  had  become  dangerous  to  European  civilization.  He  now 
quails  and  succumbs,  and  is  worse  than  Aberdeen,  Gladstone  and 
Graham,  suspected  always  to  be  of  the  peace  faction.  .loiin 
Russell  remaining  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  what  confidence 
can  there  be  in  Lord  Palnicrston's  Government?  Nusquam 
tuta  fides.  In  such  hands  the  nation  will  be  little  pleased  to 
leave  the  conduct  of  the  war.  At  home  and  abroad  nothing 
now  happens  which  is  not  mortifying  and  humiliating. 

July  11. — I  am  just  returned  from  the  House  of  liords, 
where  I  have  been  delivering  my  judgment  in  the  great  case  of 
Hawkes  v.  Eastern  Countfes  Railway  Company,  which  I  heard 
argued  for  six  weary  day&.  I  had  taken  vast  pains  with  it,  but 
Sugdcn's  was  still  more  elaborate,  and  was  very  able.  The 
appeal  was  against  a  decree  of  his  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
He  has  been  afraid  of  a  conspiracy  among  us  tc  rt  /erse  it.  The 
decree  was  right,  and  I  got  it  affirmed. 

The  town  is  in  a  state  of  great  ferment  about  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell and  the  Vienna  negotiations.  People  thought  the  jessiou 
Avas  virtually  over,  and  that  Palmerston  was  safe  till  February, 
1856,  but  in  all  probability  he  will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  Lord 
John  will  acquire  to  himself  the  designation  of  Cabinet-breaker. 
This  is  the  second  which  he  has  demolished  within  six  months. 

When  I  return  to  London  I  suppose  I  shall  find  Lord  Derby 
again  Minister,  and  Sugden  restored  to  the  woolsack.  News  of 
the  fall  of  Sebastopol  could  hardly  ward  off  the  impending 
catastrophe. 

August  15. — The  catastrophe  I  anticipated  v/ould  certainly 
have  happened  if  Sir  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton's  motion  had 
come  on.  Lord  John  Russell  still  remaining  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet.  Palmereton  had  resolved  gallantly  to  stand  by  him, 
and  to  peril  his  Government  upon  the  issue.  All  the  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  concurred.  But  the  subordinates 
rebelled.  .  .  .  All  were  well  pleased  that  Lord  John  was  gone, 
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but  all  comleinued  the  plot  against  him.  The  peccant  prophet 
being  consigned  to  the  deep,  the  ship  righted,  and  now  proceeds, 
not  un])rosporoii8ly,  on  her  voyage. 

When  these  events  were  happen  in;;  I  was  in  the  county  of 
Cardigan,  wearing  white  gloves  presented  to  me  by  the  High 
Sheritf,  because  there  were  no  prisoners  lo  be  tried,  and  employ- 
ing my  tranquil  leisure  in  admiring  the  beautiful  scenery  of  the 
Tivy  and  the  Towy. 

'  had  u  njost  agreeable  tour,  travelling  on  the  box  of  my  car- 
riage from  Carmarthen  to  Cardigan,  from  Cardigan  to  Haver- 
fordwest, from  Haverfordwest  to  Stackpole,  from  Stackpole  to 
Cardiif,  from  Cardiff' to  Brecon,  and  from  Brecon  to  Presteign.  In 
two  counties  I  received  white  gloves,  and  everywhere  I  met  with 
much  hospitality  and  kindness.  At  Ludlow  my  wife  and 
daughters  left  me  for  Scotland,  and  on  Thursday,  August  9,  I 
got  back  to  London  to  assist  at  the  close  of  the  session  of  Par- 
liament. 

I  met  Palmei'ston  yesterday  at  the  prorogation.  He  looked 
cheerful,  as  he  would  do  if  he  were  going  to  the  gallows.  I  con- 
gratulated Lady  Palmerston  as  being  Prime  Ministress.  She 
came  to  enjoy  the  sight  of  Palmerston  standing  at  the  bar  of  the 
Lords  on  the  Speaker's  right  hand.  I  admire  her  devoted  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  her  husband. 

This  morning  news  has  arrived  of  the  bombardment  and 
destruction  of  Sweaborg ;  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the  tide  of  for- 
tune were  again  to  turn  in  our  favor.  This  would  give  me  great 
joy.  I  have  been  depressed  by  our  failures  in  the  Russian  war 
as  if  some  private  misfortune  had  befallen  me. 

Stratheden  Home,  October'  30. — I  am  returned  to  London  after 
passing  a  very  delightful  vacation  in  Scotland.  My  chief 
pleasure  in  the  North  was  to  see  the  immense  enjoyment  of  my 
wife  and  children  with  'new  Hartrigge.'  The  house  being 
rebuilt  and  the  grounds  greatly  improved,  it  is  now  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  places  in  the  island.  Although  I  must  soon  be 
snatched  away,  I  have  much  gratification  in  thinking  that  my 
family  will  have  a  comfortable  residence  when  I  am  gone,  and 
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that  what  they  aec  in  looking  round  inuy  umHi  in  inducing  them 
to  rememl)er  me  with  kindness. 

During  the  ten  weeks  I  spent  at  I  lartrigge  I  slept  from  home 
only  one  night,  when  on  a  visit  to  my  neighl)or  Lord  Minto,  and 
I  was  hardly  ever  more  than  three  miles  from  my  own  d(K)r. 
Sueh  uninterrupted  repose  I  have  not  enjoyed  for  half  a  eentiiry. 

My  most  exciting  oecupiition  was  every  day  at  eleven  to  walk 
to  Jedburgh  for  the  daily  *  Scotsman,'  a  paper  published  every 
morning  in  Edinburgh,  having  by  means  of  the  electric  telegraph 
all  the  foreign  news  contained  in  the  London  morning  papers  of 
the  same  day.  Thus  was  I  informed  first  of  the  ojipture  of  the 
Malakoff  Tower,  and  then  of  the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  twenty-four 
hours  sooner  than  by  the  London  *  Times.'  I  had  vast  delight 
in  this  success,  after  all  I  had  suffered  from  our  disasters, 
although  still  mortified  that,  by  mismanagement  or  ill-luek,  we, 
the  British,  came  in  for  so  small  a  share  of  the  glory. 

Palmerston  at  this  moment  seems  stronger  than  any  minister 
since  the  dissolution  of  Sir  Robert  Peel's  Government.  Whether 
he  can  stand  will  depend  mudi  on  the  chances  of  war.  In  the 
meantime  all  who  could  struggle  against  him  are  utterly  prostrate. 
John  Russel,  Graham,  Gladstone,  Dismeli,  are  disunited  and 
without  followers.  Derby  is  rather  well  thought  of  at  present, 
but  only  because  he  has  not  joinetl  in  the  pusillanimous  and 
deceitful  peace-cry,  and  does  not  announce  any  policy  contrary 
to  that  of  the  Government. 

November  3. — Yesterday  being  the  fii*st  day  of  Michaelmas 
Term,  went  to  the  Chancellor's  house,  where  I  gave  Mr.  Solicitor- 
General  Bethell  a  gowl  jobation  for  his  attack  upon  his  chief  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  He  complained  bitterly  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Chancellor  had  conducted  the  judicial  business  of 
the  House  of  Lords  last  session.  I  told  him  he  ought  to  have 
resigned  his  office,  and  then  made  a  public  complaint.  He  says 
that  some  change  must  take  place  before  another  session  begins. 

November  4.. — Much  amused  and  pleased  with  a  scene  yester- 
day in  the  Queen's  Bench.  At  the  sittings  of  the  court  my 
brother  Willes  presented  himself  at  the  extreme  right  of  the 
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lM>noh  to  take  the  outhu.  All  stood  up,  judges,  barristers  auJ 
xtmngtTs,  with  much  solcuinity.  When  the  judicial  juror  came 
to  the  (»uth  of  'ubjunition,'  he  did  not  repeat  the  words  after  the 
oilicer  wlio,  with  much  eniphiuiis,  wuh  reading  it.  I  made  a 
private  .sijrn  to  Willes  that  he  should  repeat,  but  with  no  effect. 
At  last,  the  words  being  pronounced  by  which  he  ought  to  have 
abjurcil  '  the  said  Junie.s  and  the  descendants  of  the  said  James,' 
and  he  still  uttering  no  st>ui;d,  I  said,  'Brother  Willes,  you  should 
repeat  these  words  after  the  officer  of  the  court,  that  we  may 
know  that  you  abjuic  King  James  and  his  descendants.'  WlHaif 
J. — *  My  Lord,  I  am  abjuring  them  in  my  mind.'  Chief  Jus- 
tice.— *Thiit  is  not  enough,  brother  Willes.  The  statute  requires 
the  Avonls  to  bo  "spoken"  by  you.  Although  there  be  no  "Pre- 
tender," and  there  have  long  ceased  to  beany  "  descendants  of 
the  said  .lames,"  you  are  bound  with  a  loud  voice  to  abjure  them. 
I  am  sorry  that  the  law  should  require  such  a  farce,  but  while 
the  law  exists,  the  farce  must  be  played.*  Brother  Willes  then 
repeated  the  remainder  of  the  oath  to  the  end  of  it,  and  kissed 
the  book.  'J'he  abjuration  oath  certainly  is  a  monstrous  profana- 
tion, which  ought  now  to  be  done  away  with.  We  may  safely 
trust  to  the  simple  oath  of  allegiance. 

Norembcr  10. — Dined  yesterday  at  Guildhall  with  Salomons, 
the  first  Jewish  l^ord  Mayor  of  London — a  veiy  memorable 
occasion.  1  brought  in  the  Bill  which  allowed  him  to  serve  the 
office  of  sheriff,  and  Lyntl hurst  the  Bill  which  allowed  him  to 
be  alderman  and  Lord  Mayor.  All  passed  off  so  well  that  I 
make  little  doubt  we  shall  soon  have  Jews  in  Parliament. 

January  9,  lSo6. — Have  entered  on  another  year,  at  my  time 
of  life  rather  a  solemn  and  melancholy  occurrence.  With  a 
gi'ateful  heart  I  thank  God  for  all  His  past  goodness  to  me,  and 
pray  that  while  life  is  spared  to  nie  I  may  do  my  duty. 

Having  by  hard  labor  cleared  off  the  whole  of  my  paper  of 
causes  at  Guildhall  on  Christmas  Eve,  I  rose  next  morning  at 
five,  and  went  by  rail  to  Abingcr  Hall,  where  I  spent  four  days 
very  delightfully  in  witnessing  the  happiness  of  Lord  and  Lady 
Abinger  upon  the  safe  return  of  their  only  son  from  the  Crimea. 
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Since  then  T  have  Iwen  enjoying  niyHelf  very  quietly  in  reading 
Maeaulay's  third  and  foiirtli  vohirueH.  Matuiulay  fully  Hupport-s 
hiH  reputation.  He  is  an  luHtoriun  ttui  generis,  whom  it  will  be 
very  dangerous  to  imitate ;  but  he  d»)e8  give  solid  infornmtion  to 
the  understanding,  as  well  as  ickle  the  faney  by  his  fresh  and 
glowing  imagery.  When  I  had  finished  the  last  ehapter,  I  yes- 
terday railed  upon  him,  and  he  seemed  pleased  with  my  sineere 
felieitations.  He  now  limits  himself  to  the  reign  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  he  very  mueh  approved  of  a  suggestion,  that  he 
should  thence  give  a  pOHtUmlnom  sl<eteh  of  subsequent  English 
histoiy  to  eorrespond  with  his  preliminary  sketeh,  prior  to  the 
reign  of  James  II.  He  told  me  that  he  is  inmiediately  to  take 
the  ChiKorn  Hundreds,  whieh  is  quite  right,  for  his  literary  will 
greatly  eelipse  his  parliamentary  fame. 

Bethel),  the  Solieitor-General,  has  made  Baron  Parke  a  peer. 
The  judicial  business  in  the  House  of  Lords  eould  not  go  on 
another  session  as  i^  did  the  last.  Pemberton  Leigh  was  first 
offered  a  peerage,  and  I  wish  mueh  that  he  had  accepted  it,  but 
he  positively  refused  to  ha  pitchforked,  I  don't  know  that  any- 
thing less  exceptional  could  be  done  than  applying  next  to  'Baron 
Surrebutter.'  This  is  tlie  name  given  to  Parke  in  an  excjuisitely 
witty  j*cu  d' esprit  from  the  pen  of  Serjeant  Hayes,  in  the  form 
of  a  'Dialogue  in  the  Shades  below,'  in  whieh  the  Baron  is  the 
principal  interlocutor,  and  in  which  his  passionate  attachment  to 
antiquated  forms  is  very  successfully  ridiculed. 

I  have  a  letter  to-day  from  Lyndhurst,  dated  at  Paris,  where 
he  has  been  for  some  months.  He  jocularly  advises  me  to  resign 
my  office  of  Chief  Justice,  to  take  an  earldom,  and  to  devote 
myself  to  the  judicial  business  of  the  House  of  Lords,  so  that 
the  peers  may  retain  their  jurisdiction  and  recover  their  reputa- 
tion. An  earldom  has  very  small  charms  for  me,  and  I  would 
by  no  means  purchase  it  at  such  a  price. 

February  SS. — Since  my  last  entry  in  this  diary  I  have  been 
engaged  in  the  struggle  against  life  peerages.  At  the  Chancel- 
lor's lev6e  on  the  first  day  of  Hilary  Term  I  asked  him  *  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  a  report  that  Parke  was  to  have  only  a  life 
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pcenige.'  He  eakl  'it  wus  true'  'Then/  rijoiiiwl  I,  'sorry  am 
I  to  my  thut  I  imiHt  make  u  row  ulM>ut  it  when  Parliament 
mcetH.'  I  tlu'ii  i'ontemplati'd  only  that  I  should  denounce  the 
proceeding  118 'unconHtitutional  and  inex|R>di(>nt.'  I  had  reUcil 
upon  the  diduia  of  I^onl  Coke  thut  a  peerage  mi«;ht  l)e  granted 
tor  life,  although  not  for  years;  I  had  never  exiunine<l  the  con- 
Huvtudo  parliumenti  upon  the  Muhjeet ;  I  was  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  fact  (Hinee  clearly  eHtal>li«he«l)  that  no  one  ever  Hat  and  votetl 
in  the  H<ai8e  of  Peers  having  in  him  a  life  peerage  only;  ond 
the  distinction  l)etween  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  grant  a  mere 
dignity  anti  to  grant  a  right  to  he  a  menjlur  of  one  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  hud  never  been  presented  to  me.  I  there- 
fore did  not  mean  to  oppose  Lord  Wensleydale  taking  his  seat, 
although  I  hud  made  up  my  mind  to  refuse  to  ofliciute  as  one  of 
the  two  barons  who  Wire  to  intrcRluee  him,  that  I  might  be  free 
to  eoiidcmn  the  precedent  about  to  ha  established. 

A  few  days  before  Parliament  met  I  heard  that  Lord  Derby 
liad  given  notice  to  the  Government  thut  the  new  peer  must  not 
take  his  seut  till  the  House  should  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sidering the  Icgulity  of  his  patent,  and  that  Lord  St.  Leonards 
hud  pronounced  it  to  be  absolutely  illegal.  Lord  Derby  received 
for  answer  thut  umi)le  time  would  be  given  for  objection,  und, 
luckily,  the  uspinuit  hud  u  good  excuse  for  stuying  uway,  being 
confined  to  his  bed  by  the  gout.  On  the  first  evening  of  the 
session  Lord  Derby  drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  new 
peerage  for  life,  and  said  thut  its  legality  must  be  debated  by  the 
law  lords.  I  pointed  out  the  infinite  importance  of  the  ques- 
tion, contending  thut  luy  lords  an  well  as  law  lords  might  fully 
undei*stand  it,  and  imploring  all  sections  of  the  House  to  devote 
themselves  to  its  consideration.  We  agreed  thut  Lyndhurst 
should  take  the  lead,  and,  now  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  he  was 
as  eager  to  do  so  as  if,  a  boy  entering  on  public  life,  he  had 
rejoiced  at  an  early  opportunity  of  guining  notoriety.  He  at 
first  contented  himself  with  moving  thut  a  copy  of  the  patent 
should  be  laid  before  the  House,  but  afterwards  guve  notice  of  a 
motion  for  referring  it  to  a  Committee  of  Privileges. 

VOL.  II.  18 
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I  now  read  all  that  had  betm  written  on  the  subject,  and 
examined  all  the  instanceH  of  life  {)eeragc(t  that  had  ever  Iri'm 
granted.  The  r<>Hult  wnH  that  no  life  pei>ru((c  hud  been  grante<l 
to  any  man  for  more  than  four  hundre<l  years;  that  almost  all 
thoHe  that  had  U'fore  l)een  gruntiHl  were  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  that  there  whm  no  authenticated  instance  of  a  |)eer 
ever  having  Hiit  and  votetl  in  the  House  of  I^rds  having  in  hitu 
a  life  peerage  only,  the  life  {leerages  relitnl  uj)on  being  HUiH'rin- 
ducc<l  on  pre-existing  hintoric  iweruges — e.  g,,  De  Vere,  Earl  of 
Oxford  (a  title  which  had  l)een  in  his  family  since  the  Conquest), 
was  crcatetl  by  Richard  II.  Marquis  of  Dublin  for  life.  My 
eyes  were  openwl.  The  |M)wer  of  the  Crown  to  give  a  right  to 
vote  in  the  House  nnist  de|H'nd  upon  the  exercise  of  the  |)ower ; 
and  no  one  had  voted  in  right  of  a  peerage  for  life  more  than 
of  a  jwerage  during  the  pletwure  of  the  king — lor  the  granting 
of  which  there  was  at  lea.st  one  precedent.  The  peerages  for 
life  of  the  royal  mistresses  granteil  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II., 
James  II.,  George  I.  and  George  II.  proved  nothing,  as  they 
<lid  not  profess  to  grant  more  than  rank  and  precedence.  Thus 
it  was  not  necessarv  to  resort  to  the  doctrine  and  desuetude ; 
but  the  non-exercise  of  a  prerogative  ever  since  the  Constitution 
was  settled  afforded  a  strong  inference  that  it  had  never  lawfully 
€xiste<l. 

The  grand  debate  came  off  on  the  7th  of  February.  Lynd- 
hurst's  speech  was  the  most  wonderful  ever  heaix].  It  would 
have  been  admirable  for  a  man  of  thirty-five,  and  for  a  man  of 
eighty-four  it  was  miraculous.  No  man  of  that  advanced  age 
ever  made  such  a  speech  in  a  deliberative  assembly.  I  followetl 
the  Chancellor,  and  was  under  the  painful  necessity  of  cutting 
him  up  most  cruelly.  To  he  sure,  he  laid  himself  terribly  open 
by  denying  the  jurisdiction  of  the  House,  and  contending  that, 
although  the  patent  might  be  bad,  the  writ  of  summons  issual 
ui)on  it  gave  an  absolute  right  to  a  seat,  because  such  a  writ 
Avithout  any  patent  would  have  had  this  operation.  There  was 
a  tolerable  sketch  of  my  speech  in  the  uewspajiers ;  but  as  I 
liad  to  read  many  written  documents  and  to  reason  upon  them, 
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no  parliamciitury  n^ixtrtcr  (tuild  do  it  juHtice,  no  I  wrote  it  out 
inyHolf  and  put»liMli(><|  it.* 

\V«  hud  a  ^lorioiH  inujority,  tlivru  lN>ing  uti  cugcr  nttt'iidtuioe 
of  C'onHcrvutivcM,  ,<H'Vcml  labvmlH  voting  with  xm,  and  Homo 
Mtuying  away  from  diHgimt.  , 

When  thi>  grand  night  arrived  for  moving  the  rcwdution 
aguinnt  the  legality  of  the  patent  in  tiH  far  om  it  profcHHed  to  grant 
u  right  to  the  lift*  i>eer  to  sit  in  Purlianicnt,  the  part  wuh  very 
suddenly  atwigntMl  to  nie  of  annwering  lionl  Glcnelg,  who  made 
a  motion  for  (idling  in  the  judges.  Lnekily  I  wuh  prepared 
with  'Thoriw'H  ti\m.>,'  and  variontt  authorities  against  ronHulting 
the  judgCH  alM)ut  parliamentary  privilegi>H,  or  the  lex  etconauetudo 
jHU'Unmenti.     Our  victory  was  deciwive. 

.  .  .  This  iri  a  most  critical  time,  the  [K>uce  conferenceH  having 
commenced  at  Paris.  All  de{)endH  upon  whether  Russia  is 
able  to  continue  the  war.  If  she  can,  she  will ;  but  there  is 
good  reason  to  ho))c  that  she  is  quite  exhausted,  and,  iu  that 
case,  I  think  there  will  be  tranquillity  in  Euroi)e  for  the  rest  of 
my  time. 

*  Letter  from  Serjeant  Ooulburn,  brother  of  the  Right  Honorable  Henry 
Ooulburn,  and  a  judge  in  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy  : 

•63  Upper  Seymour  Street,  February  27, 1886. 

'  Mr  DIAB  Lord  Campbill  : — I  can  aHsure  you  that  I  have  seldom  been 
more  gratified  or  flattered  than  by  your  sending  me  your  speech  on  life  peer- 
ages in  the  House  of  Lords. 

'  It  found  me  suffering  from  my  old  foe,  the  gout,  with  that  agreeable  book 
before  me,  to  wit,  Macaulay'8  fourth  volume ;  but  I  instantly  put  down  his 
unilateral  account  of  the  debates  on  Sir  John  Fonwick's  Attainder  Bill,  and 
was  not  a  little  refreshed  by  reading  your  real  old-fashioned  argument  stating 
both  sides  fully  and  fairly,  and  leading  to  a  conclusion  which  it  seems  to  me 
impossible  to  gainsay. 

'  You  have  indeed  done  good  service  in  stopping  this  mischief.  And  I  trust 
that  he  who  adds  your  Life  to  those  of  your  predecessors,  which  have  so  often 
enlivened  and  amused  my  evenings,  will  not  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  firmness 
of  purpose  and  powers  of  reasoning  which  have  saved  the  House  of  Lords 
and,  in  truth,  the  Constitution,  from  the  severest  blow  aimed  at  it  for  many  a 
long  year.    Believe  me,  my  dear  Lord,  your  much  obliged  and  sincere 

'  Edward  Or     borh.' 
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Ajtrll  4. — Although  wc  know  that  tli«>  (It>ntit(iv(>  tn>aty  Inut 
\m*t\  ni^iunl,  wo  arc  to  n-niiiiii  ignorant  of  the  ctUHlitioiiM  till  tli« 
ratititiitioiiH  arc  (>xcliaii^i'«l.  'V\w  war  Iiiin  not  (*oii(t>rr(!«t  any 
glory  on  ih.  Yet  I  think  wc>  on^ht  to  rcjoici'  that  w<>  I'n^i^fd 
in  it,  and  to  rcjoici'  that  it  is  at  an  end.  U|hmi  the  whoU>  it  liurt 
done  Uri  g<MM|  nn  a  nation,  and  thorc  Im  no  ct'rtainty  that  another 
('ani|>ai^n  would  have  intprovt><l  our  |NiMition.  It'  Kn^land  hiw 
not  nuieh  to  Ixuist  of,  KuHnia  han  U'en  worHted  an<l  humbled,  and 
nil  over  the  world  |H>o|>le  may  now  Hieep  eomCortahly  in  their 
ImhIm  without  dread  oC  the  ('oHnackH. 

I  am  returned  from  the  Midland  eireuit,  and  I  muHt  mention 
the  pleasure  1  lia<l  in  a  vi^it  after  the  circuit  to  my  oldcHt 
daughter,  the  wife  of  the  Vicar  of  Chaddenley  CorU'tt,  in 
WorwHterMhirc.  Lonl  Chanct^llor  Truro  gave  them  the  living 
of  St.  JuMt  in  Cornwall,  and  Lord  Chancellor  Cranworth  trauH- 
ferred  them  to  their  prcwnt  cure — very  laudidily,  for  nhe  and 
the  vicar  perform  their  partwhial  duties  in  the  niont  exemplary 
nuinner,  and  it  wan  very  gratifying  to  me  to  Hee  them  ho  comfort- 
nhly  circuniHtanccd  and  ho  nuich  rcMpected. 

April  JO. — After  a  wharp  debate  ycMtorday  I  prevailed  on  the 
HouHc  of  LordH  to  make  an  order  for  the  Lord  .luHtice  General 
and  the  liord  .Justice  Clerk  of  Scotland  to  lie  sworn  standing  by 
the  woolsack,  instead  of  below  the  bar.  Hitherto  there  law 
been  a  strong  indis|K)sition  to  treat  S(!otch  judges  when  appearing 
before  the  House  with  any  mark  of  rcspetit,  and  when  their 
presentee  has  been  requireil  they  have  been  sworn  and  examineil 
as  ortlinary  witnesses.  Henceforth  they  will  be  placed  on  the 
woolsack  like  the  English  judges. 

These  two  legal  dignitaries  were  examined  to-day  before  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Appellate  Jurisdiction  of  the  House  of 
Ijords,  and  amused  us  very  much,  the  Lord  Justice  General, 
McNeill,  saying  that  in  its  present  state  it  is  very  unsatisfactory, 
and  tlie  only  remedy  is  to  have  a  Scotch  lawyer  a  member  of  the 
tribunal  as  a  peer  for  life;  while  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk  declared 
that  the  jurisdiction  in  its  present  state  is  perfect,  and  that  the 
proposed  addition  of  a  Scotch  lawyer  would  be  the  ruin  of  it.   Of 
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thn  Inttor  opininn  (h  I^onl  nr()ii|{lmni,  who  in  now  at  CuiincM,  but 
fntin  whom  I  i-tH-iMvi!  h^ttcnt  on  the  Huhjoct  almont  duily.  Ho 
yfiW  Iw  Uwtk  H«M>n  to  embroil  the  tmy. 

I  think  that  my  Muggention  of  a  Judicial  or  A|>|)ollute  Cimt- 
niitte<^  will  In>  ii(loi)t(*(l.  \o  ;;ihh1  will  arirw  from  the  othlition 
of  u  H(*oteli  lawyer  an  a  meml)cr  of  it,  but  the  |)ro|)OHul  Ih  mo 
plaUMibii'  that  I  feur  it  ciuinot  Ih)  rcHiHtcHl.  The  Goveinnient 
ucknowlcd^o  that  they  cannot  by  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
force  a  [mht  for  life  into  the  IIouho.  They  mean  to  auk  for  the 
authority  «)f  Parliament  to  create  four  iners  for  life,  with  u  view 
to  the  judicial  buHinem  of  the  IIouHe  of  Lordi).  Thin  I  nhall 
not  oppotie.  Lord  Orey  uieanH  to  move  an  cxtoiiHion  of  the 
power  to  create  life  pcer8.  This  might  be  at  timcH  very  conve- 
nient, but  would  Im)  tum|iering  dangerously  wHh  the  herctlitary 
character  of  the  peerage. 

April  11, — Although  I  have  fur  Home  time  been  denominated 
the  *  Leader  of  the  OppoHition,'  I  really  wIbH  to  strengthen  the 
Government  im  much  a&  I  can,  and,  finding  it  utill  much  weak- 
ened by  the  disseuHionH  l)etwccn  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the 
law  ofticerH  of  the  Crown,  I  have  written  the  following  letter  to 
Lord  Pahueraton : 

•Stratheden  Ilouae,  April  11, 1866. 

'  My  dear  Lord  I'almbbstos  : — Aa  a  Bincere  and  warm  friend  to  your  Qov* 
«rnment  I  wiNli  to  explain  to  you  the  danger  to  wliich  it  i*  ezponed  from  the 
insubordination  which  provailfl  among  your  legal  functionariea.  You  are 
aware  that  since  I  have  held  my  present  office  I  have  been  merely  a  calm 
looker-on,  without  any  personal  interest  in  political  cbangen.  But  from 
ancient  recollections,  and  from  a  regard  to  the  public  welfare,  I  have  been 
earnestly  desirous  of  supporting  the  party  of  which  you  are  now  the  distin- 
guished head.  I  must  therefore  beg  you  to  try  to  compose  the  strife  which 
subsists  between  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown.  For 
this  you  are  iu  no  degree  answerable,  for  it  began  with  the  formation  of  Lord 
Aberdeen's  Government.  The  Russian  war  has  hitherto  prevented  the  public 
from  caring  much  about  its  consequences.  In  truth,  it  has  product''!  the  fail- 
ure of  all  the  measures  of  law  reform  which  have  been  brought  forward.  But 
the  gaze  of  the  nation  was  on  the  Crimea,  not  ou  Westminster  Hall.  Now  we 
are  entering  on  a  new  era,  and  the  credit  and  stability  of  Qovernment  will  to 
a  considerable  degree  depend  on  the  Buccess  of  measures  about  Registration 
of  Deed.',  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  Divorce  and  Church  Discipline.     But  no 
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■uoh  m*MurM  e»n  kh-cm'!  in  Pi»rli»mant  \\n\K»»  th*r«  b«  »  gutxl  un4*riti(n<l- 
Ing  anil  •'<  opnnttion  r«i|>i«c^ting  thorn  nmnnit  nil  iho  momhitH  of  ihn  mmn 
(tovnrhninnt.  Thorn  wa«  furmnrljr  iiippoami  to  Im  a  nfmnluiln  iiirlit  h«twit«n 
tha  I.orl  Ch»nf«llor  mihI  lh«  Atturntiy  »n<l  HohL'itnr(ii<n«ri»l  In<Ue>l,  in  nil 
tny  iix|ii<rii>ri<'><.  hi'Tum  any  im[i<)rti>nt  mnnnurn  conniMiiMl  with  iha  Uw  wm 
hroiinht  I'lirwuril  in  i'lirlmniunt,  Ihurn  w»»<  a  iiiril'i'r>'n''««  luiionn  nil  fhn  m«<nilit<r« 
of  thn  l)i)vi<rnnipnt  to  hn  ooncnrni^il  in  I'arrymM  it  lhr'>ii|(h,  Mnil  wh^n  Uiinilinl 
n*  K  Oovi<rnmi'nt  mnnKiir**  mII  thn  mpmh<<r«  of  thn  (lovftrnmunt  conaiilnrtol  ii 
thi<ir  duty  <oriliully  to  «u|)|iort  it.  Hut  thx  rm'itnt  |>ractioa  hM  h«en,  th»t 
Uuvnrniiiont  HilU  lur  ainiiixliiig  thn  Inw  whirh  huvo  I'Mimi  ona  Houi*  nearly 
with  unanimity  havn  honn  •liitparaifnd  hy  UK'nihitri  of  thn  novernmant  in  the 
othnr,  iin<i  no  NinKl"  ^'1'  "^  i^iy  >>n|'"'"*"'^'*  ''*'  piw"""!  into  a  law.  IntUnd. 
I  mniit  frankly  tnll  you  that  thnr«i>«Am«  to  m*  a  lyitPtnatic  purponfl  tonlipmd 
the  Lord  Chanuidlur. 

'Your  difficultioN  on  thii  nuhjuot  ar«  grout,  but  fortunHtnly  there  ii  no  man 
■0  wall  (|uuliri<id  to  oope  with  thorn  aa  youri«lf ;  and  hy  a  firm  and  conciliatory 
coumn  I  niakii  no  doubt  that  you  will  rentorn  a  wholeiiotn<<  lon«  to  thi«  depart- 
ment of  the  State. 

'  Wiiihing  you  a  good  dulivxiance  in  thit  and  in  all  your  trials,  I  remain 
youri  very  itiucorely, 

'  Oampbill. 
Tho  Viftcount  Palmemton.' 


May  5. — Great  events  have  ha{)|x>no(l.  The  ratifioationH  of 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  have  Ixsen  exchant^ctl.  Ooverninent  hove 
had  on  inimonHc  majority  in  the  HouHe  of  Commons  on  the 
motion  alnnit'thc  fall  of-Kars,'  which  it  was  wipposed  might 
turn  them  out ;  a  Himihir  motion  which  Htood  for  delmte  in  the 
liordHhaH  Iwen  al)andone<l  in  despair ;  and  the  add  rem  approv- 
ing of  the  terms  of  peace  has  paused  lK)th  Houses  without  a 
division.  Meeting  Pahnerston  ot  a  dinner  given  to  her  Majesty's 
Ministcra  at  the  Mansion  House,  I  said  to  liim, '  You  are  now 
plafMxl  on  a  pinnacle.'  P. — *A  very  dangerous  i)osition.'  C. — 
'Well,  then,  you  are  on  velvet.'  P. — *A  great  improvement.' 
C. — 'Keep  your  lawyers  in  order  and  you  will  get  on  very 
well.'  P. — *  Yes,  I  was  much  obligetl  to  you  for  that  letter.  I 
am  attending  to  it.'  C. — *Do,  if  you  wish  to  prosjier.  The 
matter  now  becomes  very  serious.'  We  were  then  marched  off 
in  procession  to  take  our  seats  in  the  Egyptian  Hall. 

My  health  being  given,  I  commented  on  that  part  of  the  treaty 
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which  iiWNlitUit  th<*  oNlr  of  iimrit!tiii>  wuHun>|  til><)li»hiii((  privit- 
hi'i'inii  luiil  <>r«taliliMhin|;  tlic  riiaxiin  '  tr«'t>  Mhi|)>*,  f'nt'  ^immIm.'  I 
(liwit^natttl  our  n«<((i»tiiitnr  im  'u  ^tvut  law  fi'loriiicr  km  well  iim  u 
^rcat  Mtat«  Minaii.'  C'lari'iiiloii  wiiriuly  thaiiliMl  ni«>,  hh  thu  alli'^ctl 
alNiti<l(>iiiu«>iit  of  <iur  iNlli^cri'iit  v'\^\\U  (thf  Ui«t  |Hirt  t>t'  the  (niity) 
\*  liiilil«>  to  iiiiMr<'|in>M>ntatioti  ami  oI)I<n|I|)'  ;  iiii«i  he  wtw  |iIciim>«1 
to  May  that  my  o|»iiiioti  would  lmvi>  ^\'vi\\  weight  lu  tli<<  City  and 
throughout  th<>  ttMintry. 

Jnni-  .'.V, — iSinir  niy  la^t  notiit*  iu  tliiM  .lourual,  the*  ^riHit  ovciit 
\\t\n  lN>«>n  the  trial  (>t'  Williuiu  I'lilnur  at  the  CVntrul  Criniinal 
Court  tor  y>o/Mo/i//i7,  which  Im>^uii  on  Wcdiicmlay,  May  l-lth,aii(t 
did  not  flnirth  till  Tucfwlav,  May  27th — th(>  luoNt  incnioniblo 
ju<licial  priKtM-tiing  forth(>  la»t  fifty  yean*,  enjoying  thu  attention 
not  only  of  thi^  country  hut  of  all  Kuro|H>, 

My  lalx>r  and  anxiety  were  fearful ;  hut  I  have  Ixi'n  rtiwarthtl 
hy  puhlic  approlmtitui.  The  nturt  sat  eight  \\o\\v*  a  day,  and 
when  I  got  home,  r(>nouncing  all  other  engagements,  [  employetl 
inyMtIf  till  midnight  in  reviHing  my  notcH  and  eoUHidering  tho 
evidences  Luckily  I  had  n  Sunday  to  prt>|>are  fur  my  Humming 
up,  and  to  thit*  I  devoted  fourteen  r-ontinuouH  houra.  The  fol- 
lowing day,  after  reading  in  court  ten  hours,  I  had  only  got 
through  the  pr(K>fH  for  the  proHeeution.  My  anxiety  woo  over  on 
the  hwt  <h»y  when  the  verdict  of  Guilty  wuh  pronounced  and  I 
hml  sentenceil  tlie  prisoner  to  die,  for  I  liad  no  douht  of  his  guilt, 
and  I  was  conscious  that,  by  OihI'h  assistance,  I  had  done  my  duty. 
Such  was  tlie  expressed  opinion  of  tlie  public  and  of  all  tho 
res|)ectable  part  of  the  press.  But  a  most  ruffianlikc  attempt 
was  made  by  tlie  friends  of  the  prisoner  to  abuse  me  and  to  obtain 
a  pardon  or  reprieve,  on  the  ground  that  the  prisoner  ^ad  not  had 
a  fair  trial.  Having  unlmunded  funds  at  their  command,  they 
corrupted  some  disreputable  journals  to  admit  their  diatrlhcH 
against  me,  and  they  published  a  most  libellous  pamphlet  under 
the  title  of  *  A  letter  from  the  Rev.  T.  Palmer,  the  Prisoner's 
Brother,  to  I^rd  Chief  Justice  Campbell,'  in  which  the  Chief 
Justice  was  represented  to  be  worse  than  his  predecessor  Jeflf'reys, 
and  it  was  asserted  that  there  had  been  nothing  in  England  like 
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the  la«t  trial  since  *  the  BUwxly  Assize.*  However,  the  Home 
Secretary  retnaiiicd  firm  and  the  law  took  its  course. 

The  Rev.  T.  Palmer  has  since  disclaimed  the  pamphlet,  and 
it  is  said  to  have  been  written  by  a  blackguard  barrister.  I  bear 
him  no  enmity,  and  he  has  done  me  no  harm ;  but  for  the  sake 
of  example  he  ought  to  be  disbarred. 

The  engrossing  subject  now  is  America,  and  I  am  much  afraid 
that,  with  all  our  forbearance,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  prevent  our 
cousins  from  fastening  a  quarrel  upon  us.  Our  Government  got 
very  foolishly  ihto  the  dispute  about  enlistment,  but  long  ago 
made  all  reasonable  concession.  I  think  it  was  right  not  to  dis- 
miss Mr.  Dallas  as  retaliation  for  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Crarapton, 
but  this  forbearance  may  only  lead  to  fresh  insult.  Yesterday 
at  the  Queen's  lev6e  an  American  insisted  on  his  right  to  pass 
her  Majesty  in  a  frock  coat  and  black  neckcloth.  He  was  turned 
back,  and,  for  anything  I  know,  this  may  be  construed  into  a  casus 
belli.  On  the  day  of  Crampton's  arrival  Mr.  Dallas  dined  with 
me,  and  then  told  me  he  expected  to  be  re-called. 

July.  31. — Am  returned  from  my  circuit  (Norfolk),  which  has 
been  very  light  and  not  disagreeable.  It  lasted  barely  three 
weeks  and,  there  being  hardly  anything  to  do  at  Huntingdon,  I 
was  able  to  come  to  London  for  several  days. 

The  weather  has  been  divine  and,  after  being  long  *  in  popu- 
lous city  pent,'  I  exquisitely  enjoy  rural  sights,  sounds  and  scents. 
We  have  got  peace,  and  there  is  every  prospect  oi  plenty. 

Cambridge  was  a  desert,  but  Dr.  Whewell,  Master  of  Trinity, 
being  Vice-Chancellor,  was  in  residence,  and  I  had  much  lively 
talk  with  him  on  all  manner  of  subjects,  from  his  denial  of  a 
plurality  of  worlds  to  his  dislike  of  the  Bill  just  passed  for 
reforming  the  University. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

November,  1856— May,  1869. 

Death  of  Chief  Justice  Jervis — Sir  Alexander  Cockhurn — The  China  Question 
— General  Election — Publication  of  the  Third  Volume  of  '  Lives  of  the 
Chief  Justices' — Principle  of  the  Divorce  Bill— Opposes  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell's  Plan  to  Admit  Jews  by  a  Resolution  of  the  House  :f  Commons — 
Obscene  Publications  Bill — The  Indian  Mutiny — Visit  from  Lord  John 
Russell  atHartriggn — Fall  of  Delhi— Successful  Working  of  the  Obscene 
Publications  Bill— Christmas  Holidays  in  Scotland — Lord  Derby's  Second 
Administration — Trial  of  the  British  Bank  Directors — Betliull  and  the 
Law  of  Conspiracy — Lord  Cholrnsford  the  New  Chancellor— Motion  for 
a  New  Trial  of  the  British  Bank  Directors — Trial  of  Bernard — Prosecu- 
tions for  Libels — Meets  M.  Guizot  in  Norfolk — Competitive  Examinations 
— Enjoyment  of  Hartrigge — Writes  a  Dissertation  on  Shakespeare's  Legal 
Training — Working  of  the  Divorce  Act — Letters  from  Macaulay,  Charles 
Dickens,  Dean  Milman  and  Mr.  Gladstone  on  Shakespeare's  Legal 
Attainments — War  in  Italy — General  Election — Dinner  at  the  Royal 
Academy — Harwick  Election. 


JOURNAL. 

Stratheden  House,  Monday,  November  3, 1856. — During  the 
vacation  at  Hartrigge  I  worked  npon  an  everage  four  or  five 
hours  a  day  in  preparing  the  fourth  edition  of  the  *  Lives  of  the 
Chancellors/  and  revising  the  MSS.  which  I  mean  to  leave 
behind  me  for  publication.  .  .  . 

While  writing  this  I  was  interrupted  by  the  news  of  the  sud- 
den death  of  Chief  Justice  Jervis.  From  his  yeai*s  he  ought 
long  to  have  survived  me — and  before  long  I  must  follow  him. 
While  living,  when  dying,  and  at  the  day  of  judgment,  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me ! 

I  am  going  presently  to  the  Chancellor's  lev6e,  where  I  shall 
find  all  absorbed  in  speculations  on  Jervis's  successor.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Cockburn,  the  Attorney-General,  has  frequently  declared 
that  he  would  not  accept  any  judicial  appointment,  that  he  would 
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prefer  a  political  office,  and  that  he  would  rather  remain  at  the 
bar  without  office  than  become  a  judge.  But  now  that  'the  pil- 
low of  the  Common  Pie.  *  is  within  his  grasp,  I  doul)t  much 
whether  he  will  kick  it  away. 

January  13,  1867. — As  I  8U8[>e(!ted,  Coiikburn's  abjuration 
of  the  bench  turned  out  to  be  only  nolo  eplHCopari.  He  is  now 
Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  as  yet  without  a 
peerage.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  make  a  very  respectiible 
judge.  He  is  a  man  of  great  intellectual  ability ;  he  is  capable 
of  keen,  though  not  as  yet  of  continuous,  application ;  he  is 
ambitious  of  fame ;  and  he  has  very  courteous  manners  both  in 
public  and  in  private. 

Palmerston  is  at  present  in  the  ascendant,  having  compelled 
Russia,  notwithstouding  the  vacillation  of  France,  to  agree  to 
the  just  construction  of  the  treaty  of  i^eace  respecting  the  Danu- 
bian  boundary.  His  greatest  danger  arises  from  the  antagonism 
between  his  legal  functionaries.  .  .  . 

March  1st. — We  have  had  a  two  nights'  debate  on  the  China 
Question.  The  Ministers  very  much  wished  me  to  speak,  but  I 
would  not  do  more  than  pair  oiF  for  them.  The  law  of  the  case 
is  too  doubtful  for  me  to  give  an  opinion  upon  it,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  laid  down  propositions  about  the  impossibility  of 
questioning  the  professed  nationality  of  a  ship  which  I  could 
not  have  endorsed.  Thinking  upon  the  whole  that  Miuistei-s 
ought  to  be  supported,  I  rejoice  in  their  majority  of  thirty-six. 

I  have  been  calling  on  Lyndhurst,  who  is  very  proud  of  the 
speech  he  made  condemning  the  proceedings  at  Canton,  and  is 
looking  forward  with  intense  interest  to  th(>  tlivision  on  the  same 
question  in  the  Commons.  He  says  that  if  they  had  divided  ou 
Thursday  or  Friday,  the  first  or  second  night  of  the  debate, 
Ministers  would  have  been  beaten,  but  that  the  interposition  of 
Sunday  will  save  them,  by  giving  time  to  the  whipper-in  to 
purchase  votes  by  promises  of  places  and  preferments,  and  for 
the  members  with  doubtful  seats  to  recollect  that  a  division 
adverse  to  the  Government  may  bring  about  an  immediate  dis- 
solution of  Parliament. 
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I  wa-s  \atit  night  at  hndy  PiiliiuTstoii's  reception,  when  shespoku 
to  inc  ttbout  the  attack  by  the  'Times'  on  this  Fiord  Cliunct'llor, 
and  lanienti.'tl  the  diHorgani/o<l  state  ot'  the  law  (le[)artnient  of 
the  Government.  I  truly  toM  iier  that  the  Premier  could  do 
nothing  t»>  extricat(!  hinisclC  from  his  difficulties  by  cimhieiHny, 
and  that  he  could  only  try  t(»  nxKleratc  the  hostility  of  the  con- 
flicting functionaries. 

Slralhedcn  Iloanc,  Sniultiij  March  Jo. — While  at  Northamp- 
ton I  heard  of  the  uncxpecited  majority  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons against  tlie  Govermncnt  on  the  China  Question,  and  the 
determination  immediately  to  appeal  to  the  people.  The  time 
allotted  to  the  assi/es  for  the  county  of  Rutland  I  spent  at  Nor- 
manton,  on  a  visit  to  Lord  Aveland,  where  I  was  joined  by  my 
wife  and  my  daughter  Mary.  At  Lincoln  I  heai*d  that  ray 
eldest  son  was  to  stand  for  Taunton.  It  was  very  material  that 
I  should  l)e  in  London  to  make  arrangements  for  this  object. 
Having  finished  my  business  in  the  Nisi  Prius  court  at  Lincoln 
at  4  P.M.  on  Thurstlay,  March  12th, at  5  I  started  by  an  express 
train,  and  having  drunk  tea  at  Stratheden  House,  by  10:45  I 
was  at  a  party  at  Lady  Granville's  in  Bruton  Street.  Next 
evening  I  paid  my  respects  to  Lady  Wensleydale,  and  all  our 
disputes  about  the  life  peerage  were  forgotten.  Last  night  I  was 
at  Lady  Clarendon's,  where  there  was  a  re-union  of  all  parties  in 
the  State,  liord  and  Lady  Palmcrston,  Lord  and  Lady  John 
Russell,  etc.  Lord  Derby  eschews  hoIiu'ch  but  Lady  Derby  was 
there,  and  I  highly  complimented  her  on  her  lord's  oratorical 
powers.  We  all  looked  like  '  the  happy  family.'  At  first  I  was 
rather  afraid  that  as  Chief  Justice  I  might  have  been  called  upon 
to  preserve  the  peac^e.  ...  I  had  a  good  deal  of  talk  with  .John 
Russell,  and  wishetl  him  success  in  London. 

I  rise  to-morrow  morning  at  five,  and,  travelling  by  train  to 
Leicester,  at  ten  I  shall  there  charge  the  grand  jury,  reminding 
them  that  'property  has  its  duties  as  well  as  its  rights.' 

Stratheden  Home,  April  ?. — The  elections  on  the  whole  go  in 
favor  of  Palmerstou,  and  he  will  be  able  to  meet  the  new  Par- 
liament with  an  imposing  front ;  but  he  is  in  great  danger  of 
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being  speedily  upset  by  '  Parliamentary  Reform.'  John  Russell 
has  openly  announced  his  intention  of  working  this  engine 
against  him,  and  the  Tories  even  now  cry  out  for  *  extension  of 
the  franchise.'  A  new  Reform  Bill,  therefore,  Palmerston  must 
launch,  however  unwillingly.  This  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Commons  will  in  their  hearts  exceedingly  disrelish,  knowing 
that  if  successful  it  must  lead  to  a  speedy  dissolution  j  but  they 
will  be  afraid  openly  to  oppose  it,  and  the  contest  may  be  who 
shall  go  fastest  and  farthest  ahead. 

There  is  no  longer  a  groat  Conservative  party  to  check  inno- 
vation. Yet  there  is  a  fund  of  good  sense  in  the  people  of 
England  which  may  be  relied  upon,  and  our  monarchial  institu- 
tions are  more  relished  in  this  country  by  all  classes  than  Ameri- 
can democracy  with  slavery  in  its  bosom. 

May  21. — The  new  Parliament  has  met  and,  in  spite  of  the 
threatening  aspect  of  the  political  horizon,  there  seems  every 
prospect  of  a  quiet  session. 

I  have  at  last  published  the  third  volume  of  my  '  Lives  of  the 
Chief  Justices,'  and  have  received  complimentary  letters  from 
several  friends  who  received  presentation  copies.  The  criticisms 
in  the  weekly  periodicals  have  been  very  favorable.  The  pro- 
fuse praise  bestowed  upon  me  to  my  face  does  not  give  me  the 
slightest  pleasure.  The  most  valuable  compliment  I  have 
received  was  from  Lord  John  Russell  in  a  great  speech  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  which  he  quoted  my  'Life  of  Lord 
Ellenborough,'  with  a  parenthesis  expressing  his  high  sense  of 
the  amusement  and  instruction  to  be  derived  from  the  writings 
of  the  author.  This  is  what  Gibbon  calls  *  a  compliment  in  the 
face  of  the  British  nation.' 

July  13. — The  campaign  in  London  is  over  for  me,  and 
to-morrow  morning  I  start  upon  the  circuit.  I  have  been 
working  very  hard  during  the  last  month,  sitting  day  by  day  to 
try  special  jury  causes.  Six  trials  have  we  had  for  infringe- 
ment of  patents,  these  and  several  others  lasting  two  or  three 
days  apiece.  The  railways  now  bring  an  influx  of  country 
causes  to  be  tried  in  London,  so  that  as  assize  business  dimin- 
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ishes,  my  sittings  become  hcnvior.  But,  thank  Heaven,  I  am 
Ji8  yet  equal  to  the  task,  and  when  it  is  too  much  for  me  1  hope 
T  shall  contentedly  resign  my  office. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  uniformly  remained  on  the  best 
terms  with  Cranworth,  and  that  our  friendship  is  unabated.  I 
have  a  most  sincere  desire  at  all  times  to  see  him  prosper.  He 
is  not  only  the  most  amiable  of  mankind,  but  no  one  can  be  more 
sincerely  desirous  to  do  what  is  right.  Three  weeks  ago,  accom- 
panied by  my  wife  and  my  daughter  Mary,  I  paid  him  a  most 
agreeable  visit  at  Holwoml,  his  villa  in  Kent,  once  possessed  by 
Williaiii  Pitt  the  younger. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  Divorce  Bill  finally  passed  the  Com- 
mons framed  almost  exa(!tly  ac<iording  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  commission  over  which  I  had  the  honor  to  preside — pre- 
serving the  law  as  it  has  practically  subsisted  for  200  years:  that 
a  husband  who  has  conducted  himself  properly  may  obtain  a 
dissolution  of  the  marriage  for  the  adultery  of  the  wife,  and  that 
a  wife  may  obtain  a  dissolution  of  the  marriage  for  the  adultery 
of  the  husband  attended  by  incest  or  any  aggravation  which 
renders  it  impossible  for  the  connubial  union  to  continue ;  the 
law  being  now  to  be  administered  by  a  regular  judicial  tribunal, 
instead  of  the  injured  parties  being  obliged  to  petition  the  Leg- 
islature for  private  Acts  of  Parliament  to  dissolve  the  marriage. 
We  were  assailed  on  the  one  hand  by  those  who  hold  that 
according  to  the  divine  law  marriage  cannot  be  dissolved  even 
for  adultery,  and  on  the  other  by  those  who  think  that  for  this 
purpose  no  distinction  should  be  made  between  the  sexes,  and 
that  in  all  cases  the  wife  should  be  entitled  to  a  divorce  on  proof 
of  any  breach  of  the  marriage  vow  by  the  husband.  But  I  think 
the  true  principle  is,  that  the  marriage  ought  only  to  be  dissolved 
when  it  is  impossible  for  the  injured  party  to  condone,  and  that 
Divine  Providence  has  constituted  an  essential  difference  in  this 
respect  between  the  adultery  of  the  husband  and  the  adultery  of 
the  wife.  I  would  rather  run  the  risk  of  cases  of  great  hardship 
occurring:  when  it  would  seem  desirable  that  women  should  be 
released  from  the  tyranny  of  profligate  and  brutal  husbands,  than 
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giv«!  Uk)  great  ii  fiicility  to  divorce,  whiih  1, :  .  .  .  <!i'ucy  most 
ileinornlizing. 

August  20. — I  have  hiul  ii  very  pleasMiit  -timiner  circuit,  with 
my  old  pupil  Vauj^lmn  Willianifl  for  my  colleague.  It  was 
rather  a  toiu*  of  plcanure.  T  vinited  for  the  Hrst  time  the  Chequers, 
once  inhabited  hy  Oliver  Cromwell ;  Mam|><1en,  which  l)elonged 
to  the  ilIuMtri(ms  patri<tt  (of  that  ilk) ;  Wimpole,  whi<'h  I  had 
described  in  my  '  Ijifeof  Tjord  Ilardwicke;'  and  Shrublandn,  more 
wonderful  than  any  of  them,  the  neat  of  Sir  William  Middleton, 
who  in  his  gardens  has  excelled  thow  of  Armida,  or  the  Ilesper- 
ides,  and  realized  the  visions  of  the  'Arabian  Nights.' 

During  the  Huntingdon  assizes  I  came  to  Lonihm  and  made 
a  speech  against  I^onl  John  Uussell's  revolutionary  project  of 
admitting  the  Jews  to  sit  in  Parliament  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  strongly  denounced  the  meditated  coup 
(Vftat,  and  pointetl  out  the  inevitable  collision  with  the  courts  of 
law.  I  likewise  wrote  a  strong  representation  on  the  subject  both 
to  Palmerston  and  Lord  John.     Here  are  their  answers : 


'94Piccafliny..Inly  22, 18B7. 
'My  dear  Lord  Campbell: — Thank  you  lor  your  letter.    I  quite  agree 
with  you,  and  have  resolved  to  have  no  Resolution.     Yours  sincerely,' 

'Palmerston.' 

'  Pembroke  Lodge,  July  22, 1857. 

'  Mt  dear  Lord  Campbell: — I  have  always  rcnisted  the  proceeding  by 
Resolution.  But  when  the  House  of  Lords,  by  the  advice  ol'  all  its  law  lords 
except  the  Lord  Chancellor,  decided  to  defy  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
and  to  decide  by  its  own  authority  that  a  inemhrr  of  that  House,  named  by  Ihe 
Queen,  should  be  refused  admittance,  I  foresaw  that  the  example  would  not 
be  lost.  In  fact,  if  the  dictum  of  Lord  Coke  is  despised,  how  can  we  expect 
regard  to  the  dictum  of  Lord  Campbell  ?  If  the  most  learned  of  the  peers 
pursue  a  reckless  and  headstroii;/  course,  what  are  we  to  expect  from  the  Radi- 
cal representatives  of  Radical  electors  ? 

'Allow  me  to  say  that  you  should  have  thought  of  all  this  before  you 
excluded  Lord  Wensleydale. 

'  The  case  of  Pease  the  Quaker  appears  to  me  to  go  a  long  way,  perhaps  not 
the  whole  way,  to  justify  the  course  of  Resolutions. 

What  may  be  done  I  cannot  tell,  and  I  conclude  Lord  Palmerston  does  not 
care.    At  all  events,  liberavi  a^iimam  mean.    Yours  faithfully, 

'  J.  Bubsell.' 
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I  ropliutl  to  liord  Jolui, '  promptotl  by  my  regard  for  the  pub- 
lic tnuKpiillity  and  for  hiH  glory/  trying  to  show  him  the  inap- 
plicability of  Pt'UHe'n  ruse  and  the  Wonsleydale  |)eeragc  case. 
He  then  took  new  ground,  Home  one  pretending  to  have  discovered 
a  statute  of  William  IV.  Hup|Mmed  to  authorize  the  House  of 
Commons  to  remcNh.'l  the  AI>juration  Oath,  and  he  got  a  Select 
Committee  a))pointed  to  consider  how  far  this  statute  could  be 
made  available;  but  his  own  Committee  reportinl  against  him, 
*that  it  <lid  not  apply  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament,'  and  he  was 
obliged  to  content  himself  with  a  notice  that  he  would  again 
bring  forward  the  subject  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session. 

Since  I  returned  from  the  eiriuiit  my  chief  business  has  been 
to  watch  the  progress  through  the  House  of  Commons  of  my 
Bill  for  checking  the  trade  in  obscene  publications  by  allowing 
them  to  be  s(>i/(!d  in  the  depots  of  t\\^  dealers.  Brougham  had 
hardly  ventured  to  opjxtse  the  Bill  as  it  passed  through  the 
Lords,  but  afterwards  he  wrote  a  violent  article  against  it  in  the 
*Law  Magazine,'  and  he  i)ut  up  Roebuck  to  assail  it  in  the 
House  of  Connnons.  The  Bill  l)eing  in  committee  yesterday  at 
a  morning  meeting  of  the  House  of  Commons,  I  showed  myself 
in  the  Peers'  galleiy  to  watch  its  fate,  and  that  I  might  be  con- 
sulted if  necessu'v  durini;  the  debate.  Roebuck  contented  him- 
self  with  reatling  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  Brougham 
pointing  out  the  danger  of  country  justices  perverting  the  Bill 
for  the  punishment  of  poachei-s ;  and  it  went  through  the  Com- 
mittee with  amendments  which  I  had  suggested  or  assented  to. 
The  Spciiker  then  sent  me  a  message  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  complaining 'that  I  had  appeared  in  the  House  to 
ovei'atoe  their  (Mihcratioiifi,  like  Cardinal  Wolsey  and  Charles  I., 
and  that  it  would  become  his  duty  to  protest  against  such  an 
unconstitutional  procee<ling.'  Denison,  the  new  Speaker,  is  an 
old  friend  of  mine.  .  .  . 

I  have  been  dreadfully  depressed  for  some  weeks  by  the 
frightful  news  from  India.  Having  conquered  every  foreign 
foe,  <mr  empire  there  seems  to  be  vanishing  like  a  dream.     I  do 
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not  MufTvr  bo  much  m  \f  tuy  hoii,  Ilullyburton,  fonnorly  in  tho 
aervuH)  of  the  Kiwt  India  Company,  htul  Mtill  Ikhmi  at  Cuwnixu'e, 
where  a  nuiMHaere  of  all  KnropeanH  in  rumored  to  have  taken 
{>lu(i>,  but  I  am  extremely  anxiouH  ulmut  my  nephewH,  who  aro 
in  the  diHturlntd  |irovinee(4.  I  think  what  would  havt;  Ikh-u  tho 
HutleringH  of  my  p(M>r  brother  if  he  had  Htill  survived,  and  l(M)k 
with  dread  to  the  dan^^er  of  Rurwia,  (»r  even  of  France,  taking 
advantage  of  our  embarrassment,  and  forcing  uh  into  a  war,  or 
making  uh  submit  to  disi-rt^litable  concessions. 

Ilaririgye,  September  17. — Had  a  visit  here  to-day  from  liord 
John  Russell,  who  is  at  present  with  his  family  at  Minto.  The 
ex-Minister  appears  to  great  advantage  in  private  life.  A  fall 
from  power  generally  gives  a  terrible  sh«H'k  to  the  spirits.  Pitt 
the  younger  when  out  of  office  was  alarmingly  dejwted,  and 
sadly  at  a  loss  how  to  employ  his  time.  Lonl  John  seems  08 
gay  a8  a  lark,  and  I  really  believe  is  very  cheerful.  He  talks 
very  freely  and  unaffectedly  of  passing  and  past  politics,  includ- 
ing tlie  measures  of  his  own  Administration.  lie  is  now 
engaged  with  his  *  Life  of  F»)X.' 

I  thanked  him  for  the  compliment  he  paid  mo  in  the  House 
of  Commons  last  session  as  u  biographer,  when  quoting  my  'Life 
cf  Lord  Ellenborough,'  and  I  said  it  was  equal  to  Sheridan's 
compliment  to  Gibbon  during  Hastings's  trial — 'atrocities  of  a 
deeper  dye  than  any  recorded  in  the  Annals  of  Tacitus,  or  the 
luminous  paije  of  (/Ihhon.'  Lnnl  John. — '  But  recollect  Sheridan 
declared  that  his  eiiithct  was  the  w)-luniino»is  page  of  Gibb(»n ; 
and  I  see  you  aro  publishing  the  tenth  volume  of  your  new 
edition  of  the  Chancellors.' 

Hartrigge,  Oetober  '27. — Since  I  have  been  down  here  this 
autumn  I  have  chiefly  occupied  myself  with  re-perusing  Sir 
Walter  Scott's  novels.  'Anne  of  Geierstein'  and  others  that  he 
composed  merely  from  books  which  he  read  for  the  task,  as  a 
lawyer  reads  his  brief,  I  could  not  get  on  with ;  but  'Old  Mor- 
tality,' 'The  Heart  of  Midlothian,'  and  such  as  embody  the 
visions  which  had  been  before  his  eyes  and  in  his  imagination 
from  early  youth,  I  could  gloat  upon  for  ever.     I  have  likewise 
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reiul 'Kntc  Coventry '  ami  wvoml  other  fiiMhioimbIc  iiovcIh  of 
tlio  liixt  HC'tixoii ;  iiiul  I  a^aiii  wIhIi  for  Horiit;  NoriouH  iiitellu<!tual 
lalMtr,  l>ut  I  am  (U'tcnniiUMl  that  I  will  ixiblish  no  more  in  my 
own  lifetime.  Although  the  third  volume  of  my  '  Iiiver<  of  thu 
Chief  .IiiHti(!(>N'  luiM  lH.>en  altmulantly  praised,  there  have  l)ecu 
flippant  eritieiHms  n|M)n  it  which  have  annoyed  me.  A  eritie  in 
the 'E<1inl)ur(;h  Review,'  from  malice  or  ntupidity,  nayn  that  I 
refer  to  the  lioltidd  and  to  Wmrrliij  i\>^  historical  authorities,  and 
reprewntH  me  an  more  t-redulous  thuii  the  Irish  bishop  who 
declared  that  he  met  with  some  things  in  '(Julliver'H  Travels  * 
which  he  couhl  hartliy  Ix'lieve  to  lie  true. 

In  Disraeli's  'Curiosities  of  Literature'  I  last  night  met  with 
the  statement  of  several  authoi-s  of  great  tielehrity  who  died  of 
a  broken  heart,  by  reason  of  unjust  attacks  upon  their  writingn. 
[  shall  not  add  to  their  numlH>r;  but  I  shall  not  again  give  u 
defeated  suitor  against  whom  I  have  pronounced  a  just  judg- 
ment, or  a  c»)xcombical  barrister  to  whom  I  have  rendered  it 
disagreeable  to  talk  nonsense,  or  an  im|)ortunate  applicAnt  for 
place  or  promotion  whom  in  tin;  strict  discharge  of  my  duty  I 
have  disappointed,  an  opportunity  of  being  revenged  by  con- 
tending that  the  Chief  Justice  is  wrong  in  a  date,  or  is  too 
familiar,  or  too  stately,  in  his  style,  or  displays  an  excessive 
liking  for  democracy  or  for  arbitrary  power.  AN' hen  1  am  dead 
an<l  gone,  envy  and  ill-will  towards  me  may  cease. 

I  have  to-<lay  heard  the  im[)ortant  and  joyful  news  of  the 
fall  of  Delhi.  My  dreadAd  depression  for  some  week  from  the 
state  of  affairs  in  India  was  by  no  means  unreasonable ;  for  if 
the  nativ(!  population,  or  the  native  princes,  had  taken  part 
against  us,  or  the  Sikhs  had  embraced  this  opportunity  to  recover 
their  ascendancy,  or  the  Mutiny  had  extended  to  Madras  and 
Bombay — all  of  these  being  contingencies  by  no  means  improb- 
able— every  European  in  India  would  have  been  massacred,  and 
we  should  have  had  to  encounter  difficulties  and  disasters  at  home 
which  it  is  fearful  to  contemplate.  Barbarus  him  segetea  !  In 
two  years  a  regiment  of  Cossacks  might  have  been  bivouacking 
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lit  Fliirtriggt'.  X«>w  that  Dtllii  in  in  our  |H)Niwt«Hi()ii  nil  H4>rioiiii 
danger  Ih  over,  and  tlic  Mutiny  will  r«>lla|M(>  m  rapidly  nn  it 
H|ir(>ad,  althiMi^li  ytaix  rnu«t  roll  on  iN.-t'orc  tlu<  truc!tM of  Huch  dirv 
outra^i'H  can  Ih'  olilit(>rat(>d. 

Slratln'dni  Ilonm;  Divnnhfi'  17, — T  liavo  l)orn  t«H»  hu«v  MitH'«' 
I  returned  to  London  to  make  a  Hingl(M>ntry  in  inyjcunial.  Mv 
work  luiH  \h'vu  in(H'H-<ant  and  very  sfvcn*.  Tlu'  trrni  husincss  T 
do  not  HO  nuicli  mind,  l>ut  to  h'\\  at  Nisi  Prius  wvcn  hourH  a  day 
fur  a  oontiuuouH  month,  liKtcning  to  tirtsonio  t'xamination.H  and 
dull  MiM>«'th(>.M,  irt  t(M>  niucli  for  me,  and  I  am  afraid  I  nhall  not 
Im>  aide  to  Htand  it  much  longer. 

\Vv  were  eidivened  for  ten  day.s  l)y  the  short  .session  of  I'arliu- 
ment.  I  did  l)ut  little,  hesidcs  annoying  Hrougham  anil 
Lyndhurst  hy  moving  for  a  return  of  the  HciznirH  under  mv 
Bill  for  putting  down  olisccne  puhlieations,  which  they  op|ios*'d 
«)  violently.  Its  success  has  In-en  most  hrilliant.  Holy  well 
Street,  which  had  long  set  law  and  decency  at  detianee,  has 
capitulated  after  several  assaults.  Half  the  shops  are  shut  up, 
and  the  remainder  deal  in  nothing  hut  moral  and  religious 
books!.  Under  \\w  \V\\\  similar  ahonnnatlons  have  Ih-cu  cleare<l 
away  in  Dublin.  Even  in  Paris  its  irdluence  has  Im'cu  felt,  for 
the  French  police,  rou,sed  by  tin;  accounts  of  what  we  are  now 
doing,  having  Ih-cu  energetically  employed  in  purifying  the 
Palais  Royal  and  the  Kui!  Vivieiuie. 

Junuan/  J/,  /.S';',V. — I  have  spj'ut  niy  hoi idayw  very  agreeably 
in  Scotlaial,  pa.ssing  one  week  in  K<liid)urgh  with  Lord  Murray. 
On  this  occasion  I  was  summoned  to  preside  at  a  publio  meeting 
attended  by  the  leading  men  of  all  i)arties  for  the  reform  of  tlu; 
Scottish  Universites.  f  had  a  most  hospitable  and  flattering 
reception  from  the  Scotch  judges  and  advocates. 

I  feel  rather  depres.se(l  when  I  look  forward  to  the  labors 
which  await  me ;  but,  praying  for  God's  help  to  enable  me  to 
do  my  duty,  I  will  try  to  proceed  vigorou.sly  and,  cheerfully. 
May  T  be  ready  to  meet  the  close  of  my  career  with  resignation 
and  firmnes.s,  grat(>ful  for  the  many  blessings  showered  upon  me. 

I  have  a  terrible  trial  coming  on,  expected  to  last  a  mosith — 
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the  |)i'i)H4><'iitit>i)  ii^^iiiiiMt  till'  tlii'i'rtorM  of  tlu^  Royal    I•l'iti^•ll  llaiik 
for  II  ('onH|)ini<*v  to  i|«>frtiii«l  tli*'  xliiiri'lioMrrH  aii<l  the  imhlic 

.)fnri'h  .'. — Wliiit  II  sikIiIiii  turn  of  the  whwl  of  fortiinrl 
'IVii  iliiVH  iij;o  |*iiliii('|.*toii  H<'oiiinl  Htnmni'r  timii  i!V«'r,  iiml  I 
looki'd  ii|Hiii  liiiii  iiH  Miiii?*t('r  for  lift'.  YtHtiiilny  I  wiih  priM-iit 
in  tlic  I  louse  III'  LordH  at  tli«>  inauguration  of  Liird  Di'rIiy'H 
wcond  Adiiiiiiistratioii.  Owti'iiniMy  tlu'  oiiii.>*«ion  to  aiiHwcT 
Wali'\v.Hki's  dt's|>at«-h  was  tlu'  cmiis*'  of  tin'  cliaiij^e.  .  .  . 

My  urcat  trial  of  tlif  Ilritlsli  Hank  din'<torM  i«  ovwr,  having 
liwtcd  thirteen  Ion;?  davf*.  The  'Tinier'  and  otluT  joiirnalH 
urotc  furiously  against  the  eiilpritM,  and  deniandttl  that  they 
hhoiild  Ik'  sentenced  to  transportation.  I  let  oir>  ilcfoiidant  otF 
with  a  noiuinal  tine,  lieeaiis*'  ho  ha<l  In-'en  iinprojR'rly  convietiil ; 
and  I  seiiteiieed  the  others  to  various  periods  of  iinpriHoiitueiit 
areordiiiji;  to  their  dejrrees  of  deliiKiueiicy.  The  pub'ie  were 
iiiado  to  l)c>Iieve  that  I  had  treated  tlioin  with  undue  indiil};eiiee, 
hut  the  bar  all  eoiieurred  in  thinking;  that  the  judge,  during'  the 
trial  and  in  passing  the  sentence,  had  displayed  )>atienee,  dis- 
oriiuinatioii  and  firmness. "* 

r  have  had  a  Hene  war  with  Sir  Ricliard  Bcthell,  Attorney- 
General  of  the  late  (lovernment.  Upon  the  attempt  to  assassi- 
nate the  Emperor  of  the  French,  I  had  laid  down  the  law  of 
eonspiraey  as  it  applied  to  foreigners  n-siding  in  England.  The 
(lOvcrnment  hy  his  advice  having  determined  on  legislation,  to 
make  out  the  necessity  for  legislation  Bethell  pretended  that 
'aliens,  hy  <'onspiriiig  in  England  to  conunit  an  otf'enee  bey<»iid 
the  seas,  w<ail<l  not  he  subject  to  English  law.'  In  thedisclmrgo 
of  my  duty,  and  by  the  advice  of  Lord  Ijyndhurst,  I  exposed 
this  misrepresentation.  All  the  law  lords, .s(vm////t, agreetl  with  me. 
Bethell  attacked  us  all  scurrilously  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  vindicate  myself  last  night  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  This  fn«/oin(ic/iif  between  the  Attorney-General  and 
the  Chief  Justice  has  amused  the  town,  but  will  soon  be  forgotten. 


*  By-and  by  petitions  poured  in,  complaining  that  the  punishment  was  tou 
Bovore;  and  the  periods  of  imprinonraent  of  some  of  the  defendants  were 
shortened  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 
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Thi'  Htnuni^c  •M'<Mirr«'n«H«  in  ihnt  Siin«|i'ii,  I<4ii«l  St.  I^coiianlMy 
hiiM  ili'rliiH'd  th«>  M'NUiii|ttioti  of  till'  (irnit  Sral,  iinil  Sir  Fn-il- 
crirk  'rii«*Hi((i>r,  iiiitlcr  tlii<  liil«'  of  LonI  ClifltiiMtonl,  i^  rmw 
C'IiiiiktIIdi'.  ITiiCnrftiiiiitcly,  he  Im  liy  no  iih'uim  ii  \v«'l|-^roinii|i'i| 
luwy«'r,  Imt  \u<  \n  a  v«  ly  h:<mm|  fVlluw,  witli  a  larj^i'  ntorc  of 
iiiotlu'i-  wit.  Kvi'i'ylMMly  In  wi'll  |)lraM>«l  with  lii<«  I'lcvatioii,  and 
[  «lan'  hay  lir  will  ^t>t  mi  very  <lt><Tiitly.  In  the  ilouM>  of 
liorilM,  ax  a  «lclilH'rativt>  HHMfniltly,  Ii«>  will  have  a  y;i'i>ut  (K>ul 
mow  woijjlit  than  hin  pn'tJcrrHHor,  LonI  Craiiwnrth. 

Jfiirr/i  .'Jf, — On  »'iit«'riiiji;  tin-  llouw  of  LortlK  on  my  r«'turn 
trotn  tli(>  Mitjlaml  circuit,  1  tlnd  tli<>  ('on^«>rvativt>H  on  llir  ri^lit 
of  the  wttolxat'k  aiKJ  Thi'si^i'i'  iiivMidin^  upon  it.  ThiK  iH  the 
fifth  ('iiaiK'i'llor  who  jian  nat  tlnTu  niiu-*'  I  hw-aiiu'  Chid"  Justice, 
eight  ycai'N  aj^o. 

JArn/  fK — Ilavi'  liad  th«'  niomt  nii|»lfaHaiit  work  to  j^(»  thi<iii^;li 
which  I  have  ever  eneoiintered  Mine*'  I  heeanie  a  jndne.  'I'lic 
HJx  «lii'(>ctors  ot'  the  British  Hank,  whom  after  a  thirteen  days' 
trial,  I  convicted  and  Hcntenced  to  iinprisoiiinetit,  when  tcnn 
(lime  round  all  moved  for  a  new  trial,  and  tlu'ir  couiiHel,  hy 
gnwH  misreprcHcntations  which  I  could  not  at  the  moment  cor- 

riK't,  made  an  impression  on  my  puisiicw  that  injustice  had  I n 

done.  I  was  resolved  to  declare  my  entire  approltatimi  of  the 
conviction,  and  my  cl(>ar  opinion  ti^^ainst  ^ratitin^  the  rul(>.  It 
wouhl  not  only  have  Ih'cii  most  aiinoyiiij:  to  im'  hut  a  piihlio 
calamity  if  the  court  had  heen  divided  on  such  an  occasion.  For 
a  fortuiglit  I  was  most  wretched,  passing  sleepless  nights  and 
losing  my  appetite  for  foo<l.  At  lust  the  one  puisne  who  still 
doubted  was  brought  to  reason,  and  sent  me  a  written  ailhesion. 
T  then  pi'cpared  a  very  elaborate  judgment  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  court.  It  was  printed  in  all  the  newspapers  irrhatiin  from 
my  MS.,  and  it  brought  me  more  credit  than  any  former  judicial 
performanc!e. 

However,  tlu;  trial  that  has  most  fixed  public  attention  was 
that  of  Jirrntird,  the  French  refugee,  for  being  un  accomplice  in 
the  plot  to  iiHsassinate  the  Emperor  oi'  the  French  ;  the  formal 
whape  of  the  indictment  being,  that  he  was  accessory  to  the  mur- 
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<li>r  of  tlioMi'  wlio  wvw  iii'tiinlly  killi><l  hy  ihu  ox|il(iMioii  of  tliu 
KrrMii(|i>M  ut  till'  tliH>r  of  till*  ()|N>m  lloiiwi  in  thi>  Uiio  l4«-|t«-lli>tii'r 
lit  I'nrJM.  All  Kiirii|M>  l(N>kt>4|  on  with  iiitf'iiMM'iirimity,  iimi  all 
tlii>  world  wuit  lUMtoiii^hcil  ut  hvuriiig  a  vurdict  uf  Not  Ouittij  pro- 
noiiiKTii. 

I  ri'it'ivi'ii  varioiiH  iiiiotiyiuotiM  IcttiTM  iil>iiMini(  nut  for  iiiifiiir- 
ncHM  to  tlir  tiri'iiM'd,  moiiii*  of  tlH-iii  foiii|Mirin^  nw  to  ilt'nVi'yH. 
Althoii;{li  I  l>y  no  niniiiH  rcliHlii'il  tlii<  plan  of  |)roM'<-utiii^  for 
till!  caiiital  fliar^^r,  wliii-li  wiin  iitti>ti«li>«l  with  inuiiy  Ic^al  ililllnii- 
tii'M,  I  jHumiiH'd  up  Htronjjiy  for  a  conviction,  iih  thi?  I'vidi'im'  wiw 
ovi'rwhi'lniiiiii;  to  cntuhlij^h  tlu'  coinplii'ity  of  t\u>  ari'iiHiil.  Ni'Vi-r- 
thi'li'MH,  I  cariHl  littli'  iiliout  the  anpiittal,  and  it  navcd  ino  from 
roiiMidi-rinjf  th»»  |M)intK  of  law  ri'wrvrd  for  thrC'oiirt  of  (Vitninal 
Appi'al  in  niMi'  of  a  conviction.  Tho  French  nation  t«M»k  the 
acipiittal  more  culnily  than  I  had  anticipated.  I  had  the  Hatin- 
faction  to  see  my  Humming  up  at  full  len^^th  in  the  '  Moniteiir/ 
with  Home  coinpliincntM  to  *Mona.  le  Lord  Chef  JuMtior.*  I  havti 
Mtill  to  try,  at  the  Mittin^n  after  Trinity  Term  in  the  Court  of 
Qiieen'rt  Hcncli,  two  informatioiiH  for  ViMh  charj^ed  to  have  been 
intended  to  rn>oinmend  the  asnaMsi nation  of  the  Kmperor. 

Jufy  4' — When  the  <lay  for  tryinj^  thexe  ciwch  had  arrived,  the 
Government  piiHillanimoiiMly  agreed  to  acipiittals,  on  the  defend- 
untM  exprcHMing  sorrow  for  what  they  had  done,  and  i)roiniHing 
not  to  do  the  like  again.  The  pamphlets  prosecuted  reeoni- 
mended  in  the  most  express  terms  the  assassination  of  LouIh 
Napoleon  as  a  tyrant,  lauding  the  attempt  of  Orsini  and  Pianori, 
and  lamenting  that  it  had  failiKl.  8ueh  pul)lication8,as  they  give 
Just  cause  of  complaint  to  foreign  Governments,  and  hring  the 
liberty  of  the  press  into  discredit,  ought  not  to  Ihj  tolerated;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  verdict  in  Bernanl's  case,  I  d(»  not  believe 
that  I  shoultl  have  now  had  any  dilKculty  in  obtaining  a  convic- 
tion. I  had  very  elalM)rately  studied  the  priweedings  in  prose- 
cuting Lord  George  Gordon  for  a  libel  on  Marie  Antoinette, 
against  Vint  for  a  lilx'l  on  the  EtniMjror  Paul,  and  against 
Peltier  for  a  lilx'l  on  Napoleon  the  Great,  and  I  was  prepared 
with  an  exposition  of  the  law  upon  the  subject,  which  I  think 
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would  luive  been  of  public  service.  But  just  as  I  was  entcrinjj 
the  court  I  was  told  that  it  was  all  settled.  I  did  ventuic, 
nevertheless  (for  the  l)enefit  of  the  students,  as  Lord  Mansfield 
used  to  say),  to  point  out  the  necessity  for  considering  a  direct 
incitement  to  crime  as  criniinad,  and,  one  of  the  defendants  being 
a  politicid  refugee,  to  inculcate  the  duty  of  foreigners,  while  they 
have  an  asylum  among  us,  to  olxsy  our  laws  like  native-born 
sidyectfl,  glancing  at  the  heterodox  doctrine  of  Sir  Richard 
Bethel),  that  foreigners  in  England  nniy  do  with  impunity  that 
for  which  native-born  subjects  may  l)e  punished. 

The  session  of  Parliament  may  now  he  considered  as  over,  and 
Lord  Derby  is  safe  till  Parliament  meets  again  in  1859.  He  has 
l>een  saved  by  the  dissensions  of  the  Liberals,  by  truckling  to 
Bright,  and  by  courting  the  Radicals.  I  prophesied  many  years 
ago  that  in  England  the  Whigs  would  be  (as  in  America  they 
are)  the  only  true  Conservatives.  The  Tories  as  a  body  are  still 
staunch  and  sincere,  but  the  Tory  leaders  are  ready  to  sacrifice 
the  monarchy  that  they  may  keep  their  places.  Democracy  has 
made  more  progress  in  England  during  the  last  three  months 
than  during  the  twenty  yeai-s  of  Whig  rule.  I  am  myself  very 
indifferent  about  party  politics,  and  jjcrsonally  I  Avould  as  soon 
have  Lord  Derby  for  Prime  Minister  as  Palnierston  or  John 
Russell,  but  I  begin  to  be  afraid  that  I  may  live  to  see  John 
Bright  President  of  the  Anglican  Republic.  Extreme  democracy 
is  tyranny  in  its  worst  shape,  despising  public  opinion,  and  show- 
ing no  respect  for  the  rights  of  property  or  for  personal  liberty. 

HartrlggCf  August  23. — On  my  circuit  nothing  memorable 
occuri'ed  except  that  I  spent  two  days  at  Sir  John  Boileau's  in 
Norfolk  with  the  celebrated  Guizot.  I  admired  as  much  as  ever 
his  wonderful  acquirements  and  powers  of  conversation,  but  I 
must  look  upon  him  as  the  destroyer  of  Louis  Philippe  and  the 
Orleans  dynasty  by  his  eagei'ly  pushing  on  the  Spanish  mar- 
riages, and  resisting  the  call  for  reforming  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  France.  Like  Lord  John  Russell,  he  bears  his  fall 
from  power  with  equanimity  and  cheerfulness. 

On  my  return  to  town  I  found  Parliament  still  sitting.     In  a 
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Hpct'ch  against  cmn.petltive  examination  for  office,  upon  which  *tho 
CoinniouM  have  gone  wild,'  I  proposed  that,  iw  the />/'o/)tr<yquali- 
ficutioi)  tor  inenihers  is  now  al)oIishe<l,  an  edncatioii  qualifieation 
shouUl  he  substituted  so  that  no  one  shall  he  allowed  to  take  hitj 
seat  as  a  representative  of  the  people  till  his  abilities  and  stock 
of  knowledge  have  hean  tested,  and  he  has  exhibited  a  satisfac- 
tory specimen  of  his  oratorical  powers.  Next  day  the  Chief 
Justice  was  severely  handled  by  the  Commons  for  saying  that 
they  had  '  run  wild,'  and  that  they  should  be  subjected  to  a  pre- 
liminary examination  before  l)eing  allowed  to  take  their  scats. 
The  leading  conii)etitive  examination  journal  observed  'that 
rank  neither  conferred  upon  him  (the  Chief  Justice)  dignity  nor 
good  maimers.'  But  by  the  judicious  I  have  been  applauded,  and 
my  scheme  of  Parliamentary  Reform  was  much  applauded  la 
the  *  Saturday  Review '  and  otluu*  respectable  publications.* 

Coming  down  here  on  the  31st  of  July,  I  found  Hartrigge 
perfect ;  and  it  is  now  the  most  beautiful  place  in  the  whole 
world.  The  weather  having  been  since  divine,  I  have  hern  in 
a  state  of  great  enjoyment. 

My  amusement  is  to  read  over  once  more  the  whole  of  Shake- 
speare's plays,  marking  all  the  passages  in  which  he  introduces 
legal  phraseology  or  alludes  to  legal  proceedings,  that  I  may 
consider  the  question  whether  the  Bard  of  Avon,  before  he  left 
Stratford,  had  not  been  an  attorney's  clerk. 

I  have  had  a  visit  here  from  M.  Guizot,  and  I  found  him 
very  agreeable  and  good-humored. 

Hartrigge,  October  38. — Alas !  the  long  vacation  is  over,  and 
to-morrow  I  return  to  London. 

My  hour  in  almost  come, 
When  I  to  tiresome  and  tormenting  speeches 
Must  render  up  myself. 

I  have  accomplished  my  purpose  of  writing  a  dissertation  on 
the  question  of  Shakespeare's  legal  training,  which,  if  it  be 


*  Punch  had  afterwards  a  very  amusing  article  on  the  Chief  Justices' 
eeheme,  with  specimens  of  the  examinations  and  of  the  speeches.  (See  Punch, 
February  le,  1869.) 
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approvetl  of  by  a  critical  friend  to  whom  I  shall  submit  it,  I 
may  bring  out  in  the  shape  of  a  Hhilling's-worth  for  railways. 

January  10, 1869. —  ...  I  have  been  sitting  two  days  in 
the  Divorce  Court,  and,  like  Frankenstein,  I  am  afraid  of  the 
monster  I  have  called  into  existence.  (The  new  jurisdiction 
arises  from  the  Report  of  a  (yommission  over  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  preside.)  Upon  an  average,  I  believe  there  were  not 
in  England  above  three  divorces  a  year  a  vinculo  matrimonii, 
and  I  had  no  idea  that  the  number  would  be  materially  increased 
if  the  dissolution  were  judicially  decreed  by  a  court  of  justice 
instead  of  being  enacted  by^he  Legislature.  But  I  understand 
that  there  are  now  300  cases  of  divorce  pending  before  the  new 
court.  This  is  rather  appalling.  In  the  firet  place,  the  business 
of  the  court  cannot  be  transacted  without  the  appointment  of 
fresh  judges;  and  there  seems  some  reason  to  dread  that  the 
prophecies  of  those  who  opposed  the  change  may  be  fulfilled  by 
a  lamentable  multiplication  of  divorces,  and  by  the  corruption 
of  the  public  morals. 

Hilary  Term  begins  to-morrow — Lord  Chelmsford  being  still 
Chancellor.  How  Lord  Derby  is  to  launch  a  Reform  Bill 
which  will  satisfy  both  divisions  of  his  supporters — the  ultra- 
Tories  and  the  ultra-Radicals — I  do  not  understand. 

February  5. — Parliament  has  met,  and  Lord  Derby's  policy  is 
disclosed — to  stave  off  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  to  take  the 
chance  of  remaining  in  office  by  delaying  his  Bill,  rather  than 
encounter  certain  destruction  by  immediately  bringing  it  for- 
ward. The  danger  is  that  he  may  thus  get  up  the  democratic 
steam  more  effectually  than  Bright  has  been  able  to  do,  and  that, 
while  a  moderate  measure  would  now  give  satisfaction,  some- 
thing more  sweeping  and  dangerous  may  become  necessary. 

I  have  published  my  'Shakespeare,*  and  as  yet  I  do  not 
repent.  There  are  some  hostile  criticisms,  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, I  have  been  treated  by  the  press  civilly  and  respectfully 


[These  are  a  few  of  the  letters  which  my  father  received  on 
this  subject  from  his  private  friends. — Ed.]  : 
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FROM  LORD  MAOAULAT. 

'  Holly  Lodge,  January  26, 1869. 

'Dbab  Lobd  OAHFBELii: — ThanlcH  for  your  interesting  little  volume.  I 
always  thought  that  Uhakespeare  had,  when  a  young  man,  been  in  the  lower 
ranks  of  the  logal  profesnion ;  and  I  am  now  fully  convinced  of  it.  It  is 
irapoHHihle,  I  am  oortain,  to  ranntion  any  writer,  not  regularly  bred  to  the 
law,  who  has  made  half  an  many  alluHionH  to  tenures  of  land,  to  forms  of 
action,  to  modes  of  procedure,  without  committing  gross  blunders.  Tiie  mis- 
take which  you  mention  about  the  words  "  to  join  iHgue  "  'vas  made  by  no  less 
a  man  than  Lord  Cantlereagh,  when  loader  of  the  Hou.se  of  Commons.  You 
may  observe  that  the  bent  writers  perpetually  use  th:  word  "  pleading"  incor- 
rectly. They  think  that  it  means  haranguing  a  jury.  I  saw  the  other  day 
a  sentence  to  this  effect:  "It  may  be  doubted  whether  Erskine  or  Curran 
■were  the  greater  pier  ier."  The  person  who  expressed  himself  thus  would 
have  stared  if  he  ha<I  been  told  that  Littledalo  was  a  far  greater  pleader  than 
either.  Miss  Edgoworth's  books  were  carefully  revised  by  her  father,  a  most 
active  magistrate,  who  ought  to  have  picked  up  a  little  law.  Yet  what  mon- 
strous errors  there  are  in  every  passage  wiiicli  relates  to  legal  proceedings. 
In  a  novel  of  last  year  a  man  is  taken  up  and  tried  in  London  for  a  felony 
committed  in  the  Tyrol.  When  a  writer  draws  numerous  illustrations  from 
legal  proceedings,  and  makes  no  mistakes,  we  shall  always,  if  we  can  learn 
his  history,  find  that  he  was  of  the  profession.  Fielding  is  an  instance ;  so 
is  Cowper.  In  Shakespeare's  case  the  presumption  seems  to  be  peculiarly 
strong.     Thanks  again  and  again.    Ever,  dear  Lord  Campbell,  yours  truly, 

'  Maoau^at.' 

FROM  MR.  CHARLES  DICKENS. 


'Tavistock  House,  Tavistock  Square,  London, 
'  Thursday,  January  27, 1859. 

'  Dbab  Lobd  CakpbeIiL  : — I  must  trouble  you  by  thanking  you  for  the  very 
curious  and  interesting  little  work  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  your  kind 
remembrance,  and  which  I  received — and  read — yesterday.  Apart  from  the 
knowledge  and  ingenuity  it  evinces,  it  is  so  exceedingly  graceful  and  pleasant 
that  I  have  read  it  with  uncommon  satisfaction.  It  will  always  hold  its  place 
on  the  shelf  in  my  mind  where  I  keep  Morgann's  essay  on  the  character  of 
Falstaff:  a  delicate  combination  of  fancy,  whim,  good  heart,  good  sense  and 
good  taste,  which  I  am  pretty  confident  is  a  favorite  of  yours. 

'  If  I  know  myself  at  all,  I  beg  to  warrant  myself  not  in  the  least  biassed 
by  your  flattering  mention  of  me.  I  am  very  proud  of  it,  but,  I  believe, 
quite  honestly.    Dear  Lord  Campbell,  yours  faithfully  and  obliged, 

'Chables  DioKEJfrs.' 
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FROM  DB.  MILMAN,  DEAN   OF  ST.  PAUL's. 

'  Deanery,  tit,  Paul's,  January  27,  ltt5tf, 

'  Mr  DKAR  Lord  Caupbeli.: — I  thank  you  for  a  pleasant  evening.  1  havn 
read  your  tShakespeariaua  with  great  interest.  You  have  acted  Mr.  Attorney- 
Qontial  in  favor  of  his  legal  education  with  groat  skill :  then  subsided  witli 
dignity  upon  the  seat  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  charged  us,  the  jury,  with 
perfect  impartiality  It  is  really  a  curious  though,  at  present  at  least,  insolu- 
ble question.  What  struck  me  the  most  was  the  fondness  for  law  terms  and 
images  in  the  Poems,  his  earliest  writings.  But  1  fully  agree  with  you  that 
it  would  be  a  convincing  case  as  to  any  other  than  Shakespeare,  who  leciiiH 
to  have  been  strangely  endowed  with  universal  knowledge.  If  I  remember 
right,  the  late  Sir  H.  Halford  was  for  making  him  out  to  be  a  medical  man ; 
and  I  think,  after  a  quiet  and  industrious  summer,  I  could  show  him  to  be  a 
very  sound  and  enlightened  divine.  How  much  of  Christianity  is  contained 
in  the  beautiful  passage  which  you  have  cited  from  Measure  for  Measure. 

'Thanking  you  again  for  your  very  acceptable  present,  believe  me,  ever 
your  lordship's  very  truly, 

•  U.  H.  MiLUAN.' 


FROM  THE   RIGHT  HOK.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE. 


'  Hawarden  Castle,  August  31, 1859. 

'Mt  dear  Lord  Chancellor: — I  am  glad  I  did  not  find  an  opportunity, 
which  could  only  have  been  a  very  summary  one,  of  thanking  you  at  the 
Cabinet  on  Monday  for  your  charming  book  on  the  legal  attainments  of 
ShbKespeare :  a  book,  if  I  may  presume  to  say  so  much,  at  once  useful  and 
graceful,  light  and  solid. 

'Your  facts,  as  a  whole,  leave  me  in  a  comfortable  persuasion,  upon  the 
case  as  it  stands,  that  our  great  poet  was  once  an  attorney's  clerk. 

*  I  am  sedui  ad  into  the  impertinence  of  offering  two  remarks.  First,  I 
quite  understand  your  doctrine  that  the  direct  forms  of  law  have  their  own 
interest  and  attraction,  almost  their  own  proper  beauty.  But  then  it  seems 
to  me  fair  to  suggest  that  none  of  these  lie  on  the  outside ;  and  that  they  can 
only  be  perceived  after  circumstances  have  in  some  manner  made  us  acquainted 
with  the  said  forms ;  that  they  would  not  be  likely,  as  natural  objects,  and 
even  as  certain  pursuits  might  be,  to  draw  the  spontaneous  observation  of  a 
man  of  high  poetic  temperament ;  that  he  would  eschew  that  very  warren  of 
Alsatia,  because  it  was  haunted  by  attorneys ;  that,  in  fact,  the  existence  of 
such  accurate  and  technical  knowledge  in  such  a  man  requires  the  hypothesis 
of  a  special  cause  to  account  for  it. 

'  My  second  remark  is  yet  more  daring,  for  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  comment 
on  one  of  yours.    You  state  with  truth  that  such  a  man  would  pick  up 
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rapidly  what  would  coHt  otliniH  much  labor,  and  might  theroforo  gather  an  an 
obdorvor  what  thpy  oould  only  got  a»  practitioners.  But  in  not  thin  also  good 
to  flhow  that  a  very  xlight  and  nhort  tenure  of  tlin  nIooI  inf>ida  the  attorney's 
office  will  Ajuiliori  well  account  I'ur  all  thu  knuwlixlge  that  he  tihows;  conae* 
quuntly,  that  he  may  have  dotio  very  liltlti  in  that  capai:ity,  and  that  the 
nogativii  argument  from  our  not  finding  any  of  hm  »<ignatur6'  ax  a  witnesp  is 
weakened  in  proportion? 

'  My  note  of  interrogation  in  only  meant  to  give  a  faUo  air  of  modesty, 
not  to  draw  a  fi'-thur  reply,  which  I  Hhould  open  with  hoiuu  fear  of  having 
been  found  to  have  committed  myMulf  in  the  manner  you  hu  justly  describe  as 
so  common  and  deplorable  Under  no  circumstances  whatever  will  I  'join 
iitue'  with  you,  unleHK  and  until  you  deny  mo  leave  to  Hubscrihe  myself  very 
sincerely  yours, 

'  W.  E.  Oladbtohb. 


Sunday,  May  J. — Flugmiit  war  in  Ituly  between  the  Aus- 
triaas  and  the  Sai'diniunH  with  their  allies  the  French  I  I  fear 
that  the  Government  has  l)een  sadly  bamboozled  by  the  Emperor 
Louis  Napoleon.     Frightful  times  seem  to  be  at  hand. 

Meanwhile  we  have  no  Parliament  to  advise  the  Crowu. 
After  the  vote  on  liord  John  Russell's  motion,  Lord  Derby  had 
no  other  choice  than  to  dissolve  or  resign  ;  but  the  latter  would 
have  been  the  patriotic  and  the  constitutional  course,  for  he  had 
no  question  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  nation  upon,  and  he 
dissolved  in  this  awful  crisis,  merely  to  take  the  despemte 
chance  of  gaining  a  nmjority  and  continuing  in  office.  It  is  novi' 
sup|K)sed  that,  upon  a  balance  of  winning  and  losing,  he  will 
have  gained  near  twenty  seats,  but  this  will  jnve  him  no  security 
against  being  turned  out  any  day  by  a  coalition  of  the  Liberals. 
His  only  chance  is  the  rivalry  between  Palmerston  and  Lord 
.John  for  the  leadership,  an<l  no  one  knows  how  to  reconcile 
him. 

Dined  yesterday  at  the  Royal  Academy  and  met  several  dis- 
tinguished men,  although  Palmerston  and  a  good  many  othti*s 
are  stiM  absent  in  the  country  at  their  elections.  As  I  v.'as 
before  dinner  standing  and  looking  at  a  picture  with  Lord 
Derby,  Sir  Hamilton  SeymoUr  (latt  Ambassador  at  Vienna) 
came  up  and  said  to  me :  '  Lord  Campbell,  you  will  lose  your 
pocket-handkerchief.'     Ijooking  round  and  seeing  it  depending 
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in  rather  a  tempting  faahion,  I  exclaimed,  '  Thank  you ;  but 
did  you  really  tliiuk  my  pocket  would  be  picked  by  the  Prime 
Hiniater  ? '  at  which  they  both  laughed. 

I  sat  exactly  oj>po8ite  to  Derby  at  dinner,  and  he  narrated  a 
bon  mot  of  Lord  IMuuket :  '  When  Lord  Campbell  iu  the  ycui- 
1841  was  invading  Ireland  an  Lord  Chancellor,  he  had  u  niout 
tempestuous  pa.s.siige  from  Holyhead  to  Dublin.  Lord  Plunkct, 
most  reluctant  to  give  up  his  pluixi,  wuti  in  hopes  thut  his 
intended  sucocssor  might  be  druwnid,  and  asked  hi»  privutc 
uecretory  whether  he  thought  there  was  any  chance  of  this. 
Secretary. — *  If  he  is  not  drowned,  I  am  sure  he  must  be  very 
sick.*     Lord  Plunkct. — *  Perhaps  he  may  throw  up  the  Seals.' 

Lord  Derby  reproached  me  with  putting  questions  to  him  in 
the  House  of  Lords  about  the  great  clock  at  Westminster,  which 
had  been  wholly  inactive  for  six  months,  and  which  I  had  re])- 
resented  as  'though  not  u  striking,  a  standing  reproach  to 
Government.'  I  said  I  had  been  actuated  by  a  regard  for  his 
credit,  for  I  was  afraid  the  Government  clock  might  be  consid- 
ered on  emblem  of  the  Government;  and  as  the  hands  on  the 
four  dials  were  all  pointing  to  different  hours,  it  might  be 
thought  that  there  was  a  split  in  the  Cabinet,  and  that  our 
affaiif,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  were  all  at  sixes  and  sevens.' 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  who  was  sitting  close  by  me,  observed, 
*  I  hope  that,  as  we  are  to  be  judged  by  this  clock,  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  have  no  inclination  to  go.' 

He  said  another  good  thing :  the  health  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  London  being  given,  his  lordship,  instead  of  imitating  the 
generality  of  Mayors  of  London,  who  on  s'lch  an  occasion  make 
very  long  and  foolish  speeches,  spoke  a  very  few  sensible  words 
and  sat  down.  Lord  Chancellor. — 'Did  you  ever  see  a  mare 
with  so  short  a  tail?' 

In  the  midst  of  such  rollicking,  the  toast  being  given  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  Lord  Derby  sprang  up  and  made  an  exceed- 
ingly good  speech  upon  *  the  alarming  state  of  the  Continent,' 
and  '  the  beauty  of  the  pictures  by  which  we  were  surrounded.' 
Derby  certainly  is  a  very  extraordinary  fellow,  but  I  confess  I 
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feel  by  no  means  comfortable  when  I  recollect  that  he  is  at  the 
helm  in  such  a  Htormy  nea. 

To-morrow  I  h)i»I1  know  whether  my  son  is  returned  for 
Harwich,  or  again  defoated. 

May  S. — Frod  is  returned  for  Harwich,  to  my  unspeakable 
joy.  Yesterday  ot  the  rising  of  the  court  I  went  to  Brooks's, 
and  found  that  at  1.30  he  wjw  third  on  the  poll,  and  three 
behind  the  second.  Another  telegram  was  every  moment 
expecte<l  with  the  close  of  the  i)oll  at  four  o'clock,  but  this  did 
not  arrive  till  5.45.  It  was  imnKnliately  opened,  and  there  was 
a  shout  *C  npbell  is  in,'  followed  by  the  general  acclamations 
of  a  crowded  room.  He  stood  second,  and  only  three  below  the 
first.    This  unexpected  event  is  most  gratifying  to  me. 
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CHAPfER  XXXIV. 

Jure,  18SU— Jumk,  IStiO. 

RAnignation  of  Lord  Derby— Lonl  PalmerntonV  AcJminiHtration — Offer  of  the 
Great  Seal— Withdrawal  of  Hir  K.  Bothell'H  Ohjectionn— Receive!  the 
Great  Heal  from  the  Quuon  nt  WiniUor — Firxt  Cabinet  Council — Dinner 
at  Lord  LyndhurntM— Appointment  of  Mr.  Blackburn  an  Judge — Dinner 
at  Buckingham  Paiai^o — Tho  Coiiitt*  de  rani* — Ariniotice  Between  France 
and  AuHtria— Louid  Napoleon  an<l  Savoy — The  Law  Lordu — End  of  the 
Seseion — Legality  of  (^arrying  t\w  (Jreat  Soal  to  Scotland — CommiMion 
on  Evidence  in  Equity  HuitH — Chancoliorg  who  have  Died  in  Office — 
Peace  of  Villafranca— AffairM  in  China — MiniHtem  Summoned  to  London 
— Marriage  of  Iuh  Voungost  Daugliter — Bedford  Racen — LotterH  from 
Lord  LyndhurRt  and^  Lord  Brougham— Hi«  Judgments  While  Chief  Jus- 
tice— Invitation  to  be  Lord  Hector  of  St.  Andrewn  Univemity — The  Lorda 
Justicei — Vi8it  at  WindHor — ButfinenH  in  the  Court  of  Chancery — Inniiof 
Court  Volunteers — Letter  from  Bethell — Lyndhumt  and  Cabinet  Secrets 
—Partition  of  the  Old  Great  Seal— Commercial  Treaty  with  France— Ill- 
ness of  his  Wife — Her  Death  and  Funeral— The  Session  after  Easter— End 
of  the  First  Year  of  his  Chancellorship. 


JOURNAL. 

Friday,  June  17,  1869. — Most  importaut  public  and  private 
events  have  happened  since  the  hist  entry  in  my  Journal.  As 
the  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament  approached,  a 
plan  was  proposed  at  once  to  try  the  strength  of  parties  by  mov- 
ing in  the  House  of  Commons  a  vote  of  'want  of  confidence'  as 
an  amendment  to  the  Address.  I  must  own  I  thought  this  not 
only  hazardous  but  indiscreet,  as,  from  the  divisions  of  the  Lib- 
eral party,  they  could  hardly  expect  a  majority.  However,  it 
was  crowned  with  brilliant  success.  After  a  debate  of  three 
nights,  Lord  Derby  was  beaten,  and  next  day  he  resigned  with  all 
his  Cabinet. 

Who  was  to  be  sent  for  by  the  Queen?  As  the  basis  of  the 
operation  Palmerston  and  John  Russell,  under  extreme  pressure. 
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hud  ut  liiHt  profoMHHl  a  willingncm  each  to  hvi'vu  uiulcr  the  other, 
OH  uir<'ninHtiin(t>»<  ini^^lit  n>(piiro.  Tho  Qiicvii  Hcnt  for  neither, 
wiHhiiig  to  uvoiil  Utth.  I^utl  Graiivillv  \vw  luxronlingly  com- 
miHoioiHtl  to  form  uii  AthiiitiiMtmtion;  hut,  iilthoiigh  PulmerHton 
>vuul(lhuviM>oiiMC!iit(!<l,  [jonl  John  inmluohjot'tioiiH  (which  iimountcd 
to  a  rofuHal)  to  acknowUnl^t!  (iranvillu  i\n  PiviniiT,  and  the  Queen 
trunHibrrtKl  the  conunii^ion  to  PahnerHton. 

In  the  natural  course  of  things,  C'ranwoith  should  have  l)ocn 
restored  to  the  wtMiUick  ;  hut  IiIh  reputation  had  lN>en  ho  much 
damaged  while  Chancellor  Uy  allowing  Bcthell  to  thwart  and 
insult  him,  that,  notwithstanding  the  regard  cntertaimHl  for  him, 
hiu  restoration  was  un<lcrsto4Kl  to  he  iin|M>s8il)le.  Rethell  ought 
to  hav«'  c(»nic  next,  as  a  great  Kipiity  lawyer  who  had  iK'en 
Attorney -(ienera I  under  the  Fjiberals.  lie  had  often  o|)cnly 
declared  that  he  was  to  l>e  Chancellor  ua  s(H)n  as  his  party  Hhould 
be  again  in  power.  The  prohleni  was  to  keep  him  un(k>r  the  new 
Government  in  his  forn\er  ollice  (»f  Attorney-Genend. 

Returning  home  on  Tuesday  evening,  I  found  a  note  from 
Palmerston  r(!(piesting  a  few  minutes  conversation  with  me.  I 
went  at  the  ap)M)int(><1  hour,  thinking  it  not  improbable  that  he 
was  going  to  consult  me  aUiut  who  wu8  the  fittest  for  the  vacant 
office  of  8oHcitor-G«'ncral,  as  former  Prime  Ministers  have  sev- 
eral times  done  since  1  bei-ame  Chief  Justice.  As  soon  as  I  was 
seated  he  iK'ggwl  that  I  woidtl  acc^ept  the  Great  Seal.  I  answered 
truly  that  my  ambition  was  satisfied,  but  that  if  it  was  really 
thought  that  the  proposed  arrangement  would  bt>  serviceable  to 
the  Lilx^ral  party  and  to  the  publiij,  I  was  ready  to  consent.  He 
made  a  flattering  reply,  referring  to  the  times  when  we  had  before 
sat  in  the  Cabinet  together,  and  to  the  judicial  reputation  I  had 
sincHi  giiined  in  the  Queen's  Bench.  Thus  in  five  minutes  I  was 
virtually  Lord  Chancellor.  I  suggested  that  Bethell  might  be 
dissatisfies!  Palmcrnion. — *  Lord  Campbell  having  consented, 
Bethell  cannot  object.' 

However,  as  I  sat  in  court  next  morning,  I  had  a  note  from 
Palmerston  requesting  that  for  the  present  I  would  not  mention 
what  had  passed  between  us  the  preceding  evening. 
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I  Haw  in  n  inonu'iit  that  n«'tholl  luul  rxpliMlctl  iit  Ciuiihriilgo 
HoiiM«>,  iukI,  in  11  fi'W  MiiniitcH  tiftvr,  I  ri>i*c>ivtHl  ii  noU;  from 
Rroughiuu  rinking  nii;  to  ('«)tni'  to  liiiii  in  tlio  lIouHcot'  I^ordx,  luul 
ht>  would  tell  iiu>  wliiit  liiul  |NiMM><|  lM>twt><>n  H«'th<>ll  iind  I'alinvi-- 
Hton,  which  it  waM  vory  inatrrial  I  should  know  iiunit'diatcly. 

At  th«>  lining  of  my  court,  having  reached  the  lobhy  of  tho 
lIouri(>  of  TiordH  going  towardM  Lord  Hroiigham'H  private  room, 
[  met  Rethell.  He  looktHl  rather  emIxirra.xM'd.  I  walke<l  up  to 
him  and  Nh(M)k  him  hy  the  hand.  lie  then  readily  recovered 
hiniHelf,  and  exclaimed  amicNt  a  multitude  of  couiihcI  coming 
along  with  him  from  the  itar  of  the  IIouhc,  '  IIow  tVyv  do,  my 
Tiord  ('haiarllor?'  IleaKked  me  to  go  into  a  private  r«H)nt  with 
liim,  and  he  would  tell  me  all  that  had  pasncil.  I  Haid,  'The 
H4)oner  we  como  to  u  full  and  frank  explanation  the  lM>tter.'  He 
Huid  he  had  eiileuluted  with  eonfldencu  on  now  iH-ing  Lord  Chan- 
(t'llor;  that  having  n  great  rcMpect  for  me  he  wouM  not  have  made 
any  ohjinlion  to  Merve  under  me,  although  he  eertjiiidy  would  not 
have  conHentwl  to  serve  under  any  of  the  others  wh«»Me  names  hud 
been  mentioned  (Cockhurn,  Ilomilly,  Page  Wood),  hut  that  ho 
WUH  afraid  that  if  he  had  at  o\uv  ac(|uiesce(l,  he  might  he  eonsid- 
erwl  to  have  compromised  the  rights  of  the  K(jiiity  har;  that  he 
had  therefore  taken  the  opinion  of  tin*  four  law  lords  who  had  Imm-u 
hearing  an  apjwal  in  the  House,  Lord  ( 'ran  worth.  Lord  Mroughain, 
Lord  Wensleydalc  and  Lord  Kingsdown ;  that  they  hail  unani- 
mously answere<l,  'You  cannot  with  propriety  refuse  to  servo 
under  Lord  Campbell ;  neither  you  noi'  any  one  can  complain, 
your  honor  is  safe,  you  resuming  yom-  office  of  Attorney -General 
and  Lord  Campbell  being  Chancellor;'  and  that  he  therefore 
withdrew  all  objecticms  to  my  appointment.  We  then  referred 
to  any  differences  we  might  before  have  had  as  triHes  to  be  for- 
gotten, and  I  expressed  (what  I  felt)  an  entire  contidenee  in  our 
going  on  harmoniously  together. 

Wlien  I  got  to  Brougham's  private  room,  he  repeated  to  me 
the  accurate  statement  I  had  just  received  of  Betlnll's  (piestion 
to  the  four  learned  pundits,  and  their  response.  *  My  noble  and 
learned  friend/  with  very  friendly  words  and,  I  really  believe, 
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without  any  iVrliii^  u(  oiivy  \>r  ill  will  (for  )i»  hiui  long  ciuumhI  to 
have  any  wirth  to  hold  th(>(}n'iit  S'ul  hiiiiHiIf),  wiiriitly  coiigrutti- 
lat«><l  iii<>  >>ii  iiiy  i>l('vatioii,ari<l  ('oiuI('h<'«>ii(I(hI  to  a^k  itio  tiMip|H)ii)t 
hi**  nr[)h<'w  a  It«';;i*trar  in  llankriiptj-y,  whi<  h  I  very  rnulily 
proriiiH(.>4l  to  do,  rriniiidiii;;;  him  that  hi>,  whon  Chaiicvllor,  hud 
givi'ii  a  Hiinilar  appointiiu'rit  to  a  ni>phi>w  of  iiiin(\ 

Yi-Mtcnhiy  wax  tlu-  last  day  of  Trinity  TtTtu  aii<l  the  lant  day 
of  my  Hitting  in  the  (^iicvirM  Ittiich.  I  hiul  to  deli  vi*r  judgment 
in  N<>v<>nd  itnportant  causes,  and  I  lK'li«>vt>  that  no  ahatcnu'iit  iu 
niy  vigor  has  Irt'cn  diwovni-jl. 

To-day  the  IIuihc  (»f  liords  luwtH  aj^ain  after  the  WhitMuntido 
iuljournmcnt,  and  we  shall  have  a  valedictory  harangiiu  from 
fionl  Derlty,  to  whieh  I  snpptwe  (Jnmville  will  make  Homo 
renponse,  although,  as  he  is  not  Premier,  he  will  Ikj  ehary  in 
explainin|r  tlu'  views  of  the  n«'w  rjovernment.  I'almerston  can- 
not do  this  till  after  his  re-eleetion  for  Tiverton. 

To-morrow  wo  go  down  to  Windsor  to  kiss  handH  and  rweivo 
our  seals.  In  the  evening  I  presunu'  that  the  Ct<m»  Jieyni  will 
Ik>  dep(»sited  in  Strathe<len  House. 

The  list  ot  the  n(>w  Cabinet  was  pul)Iish(>d  this  morning;  an^ 
1  confess  that  I  shall  \yc  proutl  to  Ik^  ass<KMated  with  such  men  as 
Palmerston,  .fohn  Uufwcll,  GludHtone,  &e.,  &e.,  in  governing  thia 
mighty  empire, 

Mnudaif,  Jiini-  JO. — On  Saturday  at  two  o'chx-k  fifteen  mem- 
bers of  the  new  Cabinet  appeared  on  the  platform  of  the  (ireat 
Western  at  Paddington.  CctlHlen,  the  iiifi'iided  sixteenth,  is  not 
yet  returned  from  America,  and  it  is  nut  exa<!tly  known  whether 
the  great  Free  Trade  agitator  will  accept  or  not.  We  made  a 
goodly  show,  and  I  said  to  Palmerston  that  he  need  not  bo 
jwhamed  to  tiiiu'ch  his  new  recruits  through  Coventry,  but  that 
all  would  depend  upon  his  keeping  them  under  proper  discipline. 
We  piussod  an  express  train  bringing  back  our  resigning  rivals, 
who  IukI  delivered  up  to  the  (iueen  their  Insignia  of  o(ru;e  at 
Windsor  at  an  earlier  hour.  What  an  opening  nught  have  been 
made  for  luspiring  young  statesmen  if  tu wicked  wag  of  a  railway 
director  had  ordered  the  two  trains  to  be  put  on  the  same  line' 
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AfU>r  liiiK'hcon  nn<l  *tmw  privntc  coiifcntiKtit,  tln'  C'niitwil  mw 
liitld,  nii<l  Juhii  I<i>nl  ('uiu|iImII  ImviiiK  Nwoni  to  iH<rv(>  Idt 
AfaJ(>Mty  truly  iim  LonI  ('liiUKvllur  in  t\u<  ivnuf  of  tin*  luicii'iit  iitttli, 
h\u<  inntionttl  to  liiiii  to  tiikt*  ii|>  u  Iiti)(i*  ml  vi>lv(>t  \h\h  which  liiv 
ii|N)n  th<'  tal»l«>  iN't'oiT  her  anil  rontaintil  the  (irnit  Heal  in  itM 
i>nil)roitlcri'<l  |>iit>««'  an<l  all  iti^  rovcrin^M,  an  ilcMcriUil  In  tht- 
'  Livt'M  of  tht<  ('lianct'llorM.'  Acconiing  to  th<>  cUNtoni  of  (^iii'tMi 
Kli/alN>th  on  nu«-li  tMt'aMiouH,  hIic  ought  to  havi*  ntailc  nu*  a  long 
it|M'('ch  ;  i)Ut  n\u'  only  hrld  nut  her  han<l  for  nir  to  |<iixr«,  iinil 
1  hail  no  o|i|M)rtunity  of  ilwi'lling  u|M)n  thi<  f(>liritii>K  of  \\vr 
Maji'nty's  an^piriiiu.s  n'ign,  or  my  own  ih'votiil  attarliini>nt  to  hi>r 
wrviir.  Having  got  our  .>*ral.>*,  kry*,  waniln,  ttc,  wi-  all  raiur 
hai'k  to  fiomlon  vrrv  nicrrilv.  Hut  it  will  not  Muriirisi>  nic  if 
iM'foro  long  wi'  havi'  Nully  to  taki'  another  trip  to  WlmlMor  to 
^nrri'iiilor  our  m'hU,  kl•y^,  wantU,  t<:c.,  fur  the  hcnrtit  of  a  int-rry 
party  mjoying  nur  long  visagi-s  ami  forri-il  snulrn. 

Yi'Mti'nlay  1  went  fi»  chnn-h,  took  tln'  Holy  C'ornnninion,  ami 
prayiil  rarni'stly  to  lli-avcn  to  i>nal>li'  nii'  to  pi-rfonn  thi*  ilutii's 
of  my  ni'W  ollirt'.  In  tho  rvi'uing  I  attcmlod  u  rtjK'cial  norviw 
in  Wcwtminrttcr  AhlM-y. 

I  am  nowMi'tting  ofVfor  my  firxt  Cahiiu't  to  )m<  held  in  Down- 
ing Strot't. 

Siiiuf  thii/y  !).4'>  i>.  m. — Till'  Cahini't  wan  sumnioni'd  for  3.30; 
I  wan  thorc  a  few  minutoH  hcforo  tlii'  time  appointnl,  and  for  a 
('on!<idt'rahlo  time  I  was  'aloni'  in  mv  glorv.'  Hv  four  all  had 
Mtraggli'd  in  I'xivpt  ('ol)d('n,  not  returned  from  America,  and 
Palmerston  our  chief.  lie  was  always  the  last  in  John  Kussell's 
time,  hut  as  chief  I  now  expect  him  to  >i>t  a  good  example.  I 
was  told  that  when  he  was  before  at  th<'  head  of  affairs,  a  Cabi- 
net luiing  summoned  for  three,  he  seldom  appeared  before  4.46. 
On  this  occasion  ho  entered  the  room  al)out  4.10,  and  we  pro- 
ceeded to  business  without  any  apology  on  his  part;  and  I 
rather  think  he  was  dearer  to  himself  by  reason  of  his  extraordi- 
nary punctuality.  As  we  were  arranging  for  another  Cabinet 
to  meet  on  Wednesday,  I  asked  what  was  to  be  the  hour.  He 
said  3.30.     Chnncdlor. — '  But  let  us  know  the  real,  bona  fide, 
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triiu  tiini*,  for  our  «>h-ii  iitiulMrt  mul  tli«>  piihlic  )(imm|.'  S«)inv 
othom  Joiii<><l  lilt*,  |NMiitin|{  out  how  thf  hiMincwt  of  ilirir  (li>|Mirt- 
iiHMitM  >vitM  (l<>run({«>«|  \t\  tlii'w  iiT«'Kiiluriti(>N,  iiii«|  n  riMoliitioti  wiim 
|HiM.'«<i|  iitiiiiiinioiinly  iliiit  ilif  hour  "houM  In>  prcfim'ly  'I.'IO.  If 
hi>  In>  ii^iiiii  un|iiiu<'tuul  wi>  uuHt  |hum  ii  voto  of '  wuiit  of  couH- 
(h'ntt''  ii^niiiKi  hiiu. 

I'ri'M'tit: — L>nl  l*iilnii>i-Mtou,  Loni  .lohti  Kuh,-«<'II,  Mr.  (Shul- 
Htouf,  Duke  'it'  NfWfUMlh',  I)uk»'  i»l' Argyll,  Duki- of  Stuu'rm't, 
Hi«lnry  llrrlM-rt,  Churli'!*  \Vo<mI,  (}«>orjji>  (}r«'y,  Coruowiill  I^cwIn, 
Mihici'  (iiltrton,  lion)  (irartvilii',  I.011I  Kl^in,  ('imhv«H,  ( 'iuu|>- 
Ih'II.     CotMlru  Mtill  In-vomiI  hcii. 

Thnrmhii/,  Jiiiif  .'•/. — I  iliuiil  viwti'nhiv  with  IiVii(lhui»t,  luul 
luct  two  oth(>r  cx-i/hiuiifllorH,  UroU);hiuii  iumI  (Viuiworth,  and 
two  othiT  hiw  lonly,  Wt!iiMh'y«h»le  an«l  Kinn>«lown,  with  u  j;i'«''»t 
iuiiuImt  ot'  other  uotahiliticM.  All  wore  civil  to  ni«>,  arnl  wo 
were  iiiuncdiatt'ly  in  our  old  i'aiuiliar  rollifkin^  uummI.  Crau- 
worth  I  ri'ully  lu'lieve  Iium  no  euviouH  or  ili-naturHJ  HenHution 
towards  mo.  Am  ox-Chaiict'llor  Truro  wiw  piiMHtMl  over  whoii 
Cninworth  hiiuHelf  was  apitoiuted,  ho  cntuiot  coinplaiu. 

In  the  eveniiij(  I  went  to  u  <H)ncort  nt  the  Palm**'.  ITcr 
Mujv8ty  wtw  very  );raciouH  to  1110,  utid  oxproHMil  a  ho|N>  that  T 
inil^ht  not  find  tho  dution  of  my  now  otHoc  too  lalM>riouH.  I 
couhl  (miy  my,  'Madam,  I  rthull  do  my  boot  worthily  to  Hurvo 
your  MajoHty.' 

July  S. — Have  Ik'ou  sworn  in  Chan(!<'llor  at  Tiincoln's  Inn, 
with  as  little  parade  aH  |N)SHil)le ;  hav<>  heard  H(>v<>ral  <>ausoH  in 
the  Court  of  Chanct'ry ;  have  deeide<l  three  Scotch  np|M'!ils  in 
thi'  Iloust!  of  Lorils;  and  during  sevemi  debates  have  presitjed 
on  the  woolsack,  as  yet,  T  believe,  without  any  discnnlit.  But 
I  am  sometimes  very  nervous,  and  almost  wish  I  wort  at  my 
ease  apiin  in  (Queen's  Bench. 

I  have  already  );ot  into  ji;reat  disjrraoe  by  disposing  of  my 
judicial  patronaj^e  on  the  principle  <}eiur  tWgmori.  Having 
o<!ca.sion  for  a  now  judge,  to  succwil  Erie,  made  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Common  Pleas,  I  appointoil  ]Uuckburn,  the  fittest  man  in 
Westminster  Hall,  altliougti   wearing  a  stuff  gown ;    whereas 
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several  Whig  Queen's  Counsel,  M.  P.'s,  were  considering  which 
of  them  would  he  the  man,  not  dreaming  that  they  could  all  be 
passeil  over.  They  got  me  well  abuHcd  in  the  'Times'  and  other 
new!<])a|)crH,  hut  Lyndhurst  has  defended  me  gallantly  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

Since  I  received  the  Great  Seal  I  have  dined  once  at  Buck- 
ingham Palace,  when  I  had  a  long  discnwsion  on  the  state  of 
Europe  with  Leopold,  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  and  a  violent 
flirtation  with  the  Princess  Alice,  who  has  expressed  a  strong 
desire  to  bring  her  mamma  and  papa  to  visit  Teviotdale  and  to 
partake  of  a  lUnJeune  at  Hartrigge.  I  renewed  my  acquaintance 
with  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  is  much  improved  by  his  Italian 
tour. 

Last  night  I  was  presented  at  Lady  Palmerston's  to  H.  R.H., 
the  Comte  de  Paris,  and  had  a  long  chat  with  him,  and  I 
explained  to  him  that  my  office  nearly  resembled  that  of  the 
*  Garde  den  Sceaux'  under  the  ancicn  ref/ime  of  France.  He  is 
a  remarkably  fine-looking  young  man,  and  seems  very  intelli- 
gent and  well  informed.  So  keen  a  Frenchman  is  he  that  he 
rejoices  exceedingly  in  the  victories  of  Napoleon  III.  in  Italy, 
although  they  will  protract,  if  they  do  not  entirely  prevent,  the 
restoration  of  the  Orleans  line. 

July  10. — I  still  abstain  on  principle  from  making  a  state- 
ment in  my  Journal  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Cabinet,  but  I 
may  mention  that  I  never  before  Wednesday  last  was  present 
at  any  which  had  such  a  direct  influence  on  the  destinies  of 
nations.  ...  In  twenty-four  hours  we  heard  by  telegram  of  the 
armistice  between  the  French  and  Austrians  being  actually  con- 
cluded at  Villafranca  on  the  proposal  of  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
by  which  another  })itched  battle  within  the  Quadrilateral  is  pre- 
vented, and  peace  may  be  re-es;+ablished. 

We  expect  that  England  will  be  invited  to  take  part  in  the 
coming  negotiations. 

We  were  alarmed  by  a  rumor,  sanctioned  by  D'Azeglio,  the 
Sardinian  Minister,  that  Savoy  is  to  be  surrendered  to  France. 
We  could  not  have  gone  to  war  to  prevent  this,  but  it  would 
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have  been  highly  distasteful  to  Euroj^e,  and  would  have  led  to 
war  on  the  Rhine,  and  ultimately  to  the  invasion  of  England. 
But  the  French  ambassador  being  sounded  on  the  subject,  he 
produced  a  formal  renunciation  from  the  Emperor  of  this  or  any 
other  such  aiTitre  pens^e.  If  he  is  sincere,  and  is  contented  with 
the  glory  of  being  the  Liberator  of  Italy,  the  world  may  again 
enjoy  repose.  But  I  have  little  faith  in  i.is  peaceable  profes- 
sions, and  I  shall  not  be  surprised  if  before  I  die  I  should  be 
again  obliged  to  handle  my  'Brown  Bess.' 

I  get  on  pretty  well  both  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  with 
the  judicial  business  of  the  House  of  Lords.  But  I  am  quite 
overwhelmed  by  the  thousands  of  applications  I  have,  not  only 
for  livings  and  legal  appointments,  but  from  persons  who  are 
neither  in  the  Church  nor  the  law,  and  nevertheless  press  on  me 
to  procure  for  them  '  places  under  Government.'  Although  the 
bulk  of  these  letters  are  acknowledged  by  my  secretaries,  I  have 
a  good  many  which  I  am  obliged  to  answer  myself,  in  such  terms 
as  not  to  ap[)ear  rude,  yet  not  so  civil  as  to  be  converted  into  a 
promise,  and  afterwards  quoted  against  me  as  a  proof  of  perfidy. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  get  on  as  yet  most  harmoniously 
with  all  my  brother  law  lords.  Brougham  is  perfectly  civil. 
St.  Leonards  has  sent  me  his  '  Handy-book.'  The  good  Cran- 
worth  does  all  he  can  to  help  and  oblige  me.  Wensleydale  has 
forgotten  that  I  opposed  his  admission  into  the  House  as  a  peer 
for  life.  Chelmsford  and  I  are  loving  brothers  while  hearing 
ai)peals  in  the  morning,  although  a  little  political  asperity  shows 
itself  in  debate  in  the  evening;  and  Kingsdown  (Peraberton 
Leigh),  a  Derbyite,  seems  disposed  to  support  my  authority  as 
Chancellor.  Storms  must  be  expected,  but  I  hope  I  shall  not 
be  shipwrecked. 

I  have  as  yet  managed  Bethel!  successfully  by  having  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Cabinet  appointed  for  legal  reform  measures,  and 
having  these  measures  all  debated  privately  before  they  are 
launched  in  either  House.  I  have  a  difficult  game  to  play  about 
the  Divorce  Court,  Bankruptcy,  the  Statute  Law  Commission, 
the  Consolidation  of  the  Statutes,  and  the  conundrum  about  a 
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*  Minister  for  Justice.'  By  prudence  and  discreet  reticence,  and 
dealing  in  generalities,  I  liojje  to  tide  over  tlie  session;  and  in  a 
little  more  than  a  month  from  this  time  I  may  declare  in  the 
Queen's  nan?3  that  Parliament  is  prorogue<L 

August  IS. — The  hitter  jiart  of  the  session  was  very  quiet  for 
us  in  the  Lords ;  Lord  Derby  and  Lord  Malmesbury  absconded 
soon  after  their  resignations,  and  we  not  only  had  no  party  divi- 
sion but  no  j)arty  logomachy.  The  Divorce  Bill  encountered  no 
serious  opposition,  and  our  fair  promises  for  next  session  were 
deemed  satisfactory. 

As  for  the  appeal  business,  such  a  number  of  cases  was  hardly 
ever  known  to  be  disposed  of  in  the  same  time,  and  with  Cran- 
worth,  Kingsdown,  Wensleydale  and  Chelmsford  for  my  coad- 
jutors, they  were  dispose<l  of  very  satisfactory. 

Luckily,  St.  Leonards  was  constantly  absent.  He  is  much 
more  familiar  with  the  law  of  real  property  than  I  am,  but 
there  is  an  utter  impossibility  of  acting  comfortably  with  him ; 
and  when  1  have  heard  any  question,  however  abstruse,  as  to  a 
contingent  remainder  or  executory  devise  well  argued,  I  think  I 
am  competent  to  form  a  sound  opinion  and  to  deliver  a  good 
judgment  upon  it. 

Brougham,  to  ray  great  surprise^  regularly  attends  in  the 
morning  as  a  law  lord.  One  would  suppose  that  the  philo- 
sophi«il  pursuits  by  which  he  expects  to  rival  Newton  would 
be  more  attractive.  But  he  does  no  harm,  for  he  is  never 
inclined  to  differ,  and  if  there  be  a  difference  he  sides  wii'^ 
the  present  Chancellor. 

My  experience  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  is  as  yet  very  small, 
but  on  Saturdays  I  have  sat  regularly  with  the  Lords  Justices 
of  Appeal,  and  we  liave  pulled  very  well  together.  In  one  case, 
on  the  construction  of  a  will,  we  were  divided,  I  wrote  a  long 
judgment,  in  which  Lord  Justice  Turner  concurred.  Lord  Jus- 
tice Knight  Bruce  was  very  courteous  in  his  dissent.  In  and 
after  next  term  I  shall  be  sitting  with  them  daily,  for  the  fear 
of  an  autumnal  session  of  Parliament  has  died  away  for  the 
present. 
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I  had  a  pleasant  trip  to  Osborne  for  a  Council  to  approve  of 
the  SjKiech  closing  the  session.  As  the  Queen  was  not  to  be 
present,  I  was  rather  nervous  at  the  thought  of  «k'livering  it  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  in  her  name.  But,  with  two 
Lords  Commissioners  on  my  right  hand  and  two  on  my  left, 
wearing  my  parliamentary  robes,  full-bottom  wig  and  eocketl 
hat,  I  got  through  the  ceremony  very  well. 

I  have  had  a  meeting  of  the  law  officers  of  iht"  Crown  and  a 
Committee  of  the  Cabinet  on  law  reforms  to  be  brought  forward 
next  session — not  at  all  satisfactory.  Strange  to  say,  I  get  on 
more  harmoniously  with  Bethell  than  with  other  members  of 
the  Government.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  shows 
very  little  deference  for  our  opinion,  seems  to  think  that  we 
wish  to  do  jobs  by  employing  our  dependents  in  preparing 
Bills,  and,  while  a  sum  of  £17,000  has  been  voted  to  purify 
the  Serpentine,  he  grudges  a  third  of  the  money  to  clear  away 
the  mud  that  has  been  accumulating  for  centuries  in  Westmin- 
ster Hall* 

And  now,  Avith  gratitude  to  Heaven,  I  look  forward  to  spend- 
ing a  few  weeks  quietly  at  my  country  house  in  Scotland.  Some 
question  my  right  to  carry  the  Great  Seal  across  the  Border; 
but  I  am  Lord  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Seal  which 
the  Queen  delivered  to  me  is  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  may  use  it  lawfully  at  all  events  in  any  part  of 
Great  Britain,  although  my  jurisdiction  as  an  Equity  judge  is 
confined  to  England.  Cardinal  Wolsey  was  impeached  {inter 
alia)  for  carrying  the  Great  Seal  to  Calais,  and  using  it  there, 
but  it  was  then  the  Great  Seal  of  England  only,  and  it  could  no 
more  be  used  at  Calais  than  at  Pekin  or  Timbuctoo.  When 
Brougham  was  Chancellor,  he  made  himself  ridiculous  by  carry- 
ing the  Great  Seal  along  with  him  in  his  *  progress '  through 
Scotland,  but  he  then  only  used  it  by  making  pancakes  upon  it 
at  Tay mouth  to  amuse  the  Marchioness  of  Breadalbane. 


*  A  better  illustration  might  have  been  drawn  from  the  vote  of  £20,000  for 
the  great  bell  at  Westminster,  which  has  twice  cracked  and  is  now  again 
dumb, 
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CIkiJJ'  Wdx,*  tliat  'iiioient  and  venerable  officer  of  the  Great 
Seal,  \n  to  pay  uw.  a  weekly  visit  at  Hartriggc,  bringing  down 
with  him  all  HigUlanda,  and  he  will  carry  back  the  siffillata  next 
day  to  Tiondon.  In  point  of  time  Ilartrigge  is  not  more  distant 
from  London  than  was  Encombc,  Lord  Eldon's  country  house 
in  Dorsetshire. 

Aiifjnd  !21. — I  have  opened  the  Commission  moved  by  Lynd- 
hurst  for  incjuiring  into  the  manner  of  taking  evidence  in  Equity 
suits.  Find  I  have  got  into  a  scra[\;  by  following  Lyndhurst's 
advice  in  not  including  Brougham  and  St.  Leonards  as  Commis- 
sioners, hut  have  tried  to  patiify  them,  and  have  offered -now  to 
add  their  names,  Cranworth  attended,  and  comported  himself 
very  amiably.  The  Commission  will  give  me  a  good  deal  of 
trouble. 

I  have  been  annislng  myself  v  i  cursory  inspection  of  the 
'Lives  of  the  Chancellors,'  and  1  cannot  find  that  since  the 
time  of  St.  Swithuii  the  Great  Seal  has  ever  been  delivered  to 
any  oJie,  ecclesiastical  or  lay,  who  had  reached  my  years. 

I  do  not  discover  any  one  who  died  Chancellor  before  Cardi- 
nal Morton,  age  not  stated.  The  next  of  this  class  is  Lord 
Audley,  who  died  aged  56.  Then  follows  Bishop  Gardener,  the 
bloody  Chancellor  to  the  bloody  Mary,  age  uncertain.  Strange 
to  say,  the  five  following  successive  holders  of  the  Great  Seal  all 
died  possessed  of  it:  Sir  Xiciiolas  Bacon,  aged  ;  Bromley, 
aged  ;  Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  aged  52 ;  Puckering,  aged 
;  liord  Ellesm(>re,  agcid  76.  We  have  no  other  of  the  class 
till  Lord  Coventry,  who  died  at  60.  Then  comes  Lord  Not- 
tingham, who  died  at  61.  Next  Lord  Guildford,  who  died  at 
58.  Down  to  the  present  time  there  arc  only  two  more :  Lord 
Talbot,  who  was  suddenly  cut  off  at  53;   and  the  ill-fated 

*Hi8  ancient  Norman  name  was  'Chaudcire'  from  the  hot  wax  always 
used  lor  an  impression  of  ihn  Great  Seal.  Chaucer  the  poet  is  said  to  have 
held  the  office,  and  to  have  taken  his  name  from  it.  The  Chaud  was  gradually 
corrupted  into  Chnff,  and,  as  the  Anglo-Saxon  was  restored,  the  'cire'  was 
translated  into  wax.  Hence  'Chaff  Wax.'  who  is  to  be  my  Ariel.  I  have 
never  seen  him,  for  according  to  the  present  division  of  labor  he  never  oflB- 
ciates  except  when  the  Chancellor  is  at  a  distance  l>om  London. 
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Charles  Yorko,  who  put  an  end  to  himself  two  days  after  he 
had  reoeive<l  the  Great  Seal,  before  lie  had  completed  his  48th 
year. 

The  wonderful  octogenarian  lawyer  connected  with  tin;  Great 
Seal  is  Sei'jeant  Maynard,  most  famous  for  his  saying  to  King 
William,  who  ohsc  ved  to  him  that  he  had  survived  all  the 
lawyers  of  his  time:  'Yes,  sir,  and  I  .should  have  survived  the 
Law  itself  ii"  your  Majesty  had  not  eonio  to  delivi'r  us.'  At  88 
he  was  made  Fiord  Commissioner  of  the  (Jroaf  Seal  with  two 
<!olleagues,  and  so  held  it  for  more  than  a  year.  Hut  Ik;  waa 
never  in  the  category  of  Lords  Chancellors,  or  sole  honl  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal. 

No  Chancellor  lias  died  in  office  since  Charles  Yorke.  Mod- 
cm  Chancellors  have  reached  a  good  old  age  after  tlioii'  resigna- 
tion. Lord  Hardvicke  died  at  74 ;  Tiord  CanuK'u  at  81  ;  liord 
Bathurst  at  86 ;  Lord  Thurlow  at  70 ;  Lord  Louglihorough  at 
72  ;  liord  Erskinc  at  73 ;  Lord  Eldon  at  87.  Uut  Lord  Eldon, 
born  1751,  resigned  the  Great  Seal  in  1827,  when  he  was  oni) 
76.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  no  one  before  C'\mpbell 
ever  held  the  Great  Seal  and  exercised  the  functions  of  Chan- 
cellor having  entered  his  80th  year.  Thanks  to  Almighty  God, 
I  am,  T  believe,  as  able  for  this  task  both  in  body  and  mind  as 
I  ever  was. 

Strathedcn  IIoiuhc,  October  ?2. — I  thought  that  long  before  this 
there  must  have  been  a  final  settlement  of  Italy,  or  a  renewal  of 
the  war.  But  the  complication  only  becomes  more  complicated. 
In  all  history  there  is  nothing  so  surprising  as  the  Peace  of 
Villafranca.  We  never  shall  know,  or  be  able  to  conjecture, 
what  were  the  motives  of  Louis  Napoleon  for  .stopping  suddenly 
in  his  victorious  career,  and  agreeing  to  conditions  so  discredita- 
ble, by  which,  if  fully  performed,  Italy  was  again  to  have  been 
subjected  to  Austrian  rule,  all  the  petty  princes,  satraps  of  Aus- 
tria, were  to  be  restored,  and  the  temporal  jiower  of  the  Pope 
was  to  be  increased.  The  new  Federation  over  which  Austria 
would  have  dominated  must  have  been  to  her  more  than  a 
recompense  for  the  loss  of  Lombardy ;  and,  indeed,  Lorabardy, 
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iM'ing  <lt'fi.'HtTU'«H,  might  very  rti)0('(lily  liavc  boon  rocovori'd. 
Tho  French  Kiii{)or()r  .sooni.s  to  huvo  boon  frightonod  at  tho 
revolutionary  spirit  which  was  rapidly  spreading  over  tho  Con- 
tinent, and  whioh  might  have  been  oominunieatcd  from  Ilimgary 
to  Franco.  Ho  prol)iii)ly  had  womo  vagno  notions  that  tho  f'lil- 
filniciit  of  tho  article  about  the  restoration  of  the  old  dynasties 
to  the  Duchies  nnght  be  prevcntoil  without  a  glaring  broach  of 
good  faith  on  his  part,  and  that  he  might  Ix;  able  to  turn  tho 
njilitary  glory  of  Magenta  and  Sol  fori  no  to  ac(!ount  without 
being  made  ridiijulous  by  his  boast  that  he  would  make  Italy 
free  from  the  Alps  to  the  Adriatic. 

I  wont  down  to  Hartrigge  on  Tuesday,  tin;  23d  of  August ; 
found  tho  place  in  great  luuiuty,  and  expected  to  enjoy  it  quietly 
for  six  weeks ;  but  on  Saturday,  the  27th,  I  nn'oived  a  telegram 
sunnnoning  ine  to  a  Cabinet  in  Downing  Street  for  Monday,  the 
29th.  I  went  up  by  tho  mail  train  on  Sunday  night.  We  had 
rather  a  stormy  meeting  next  day.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Having  got  bacik  to  Hartrigge  on  the  31st,  I  was  allowal 
to  play  at  bowls,  billiards  and  croquet  till  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, when  I  heard  of  the  disiister  at  the  mt^uth  of  the  Pei  Ho, 
and  received  a  summons  for  a  Cabinet  to  meet  on  the  17th.  I 
wrote  to  Palmoi-ston  that  I  should  uu  come  without  a  peremp- 
tory telegram,  as  1  suppose  they  only  met  to  (insider  what  rein- 
forcements should  be  sent  out  to  China,  about  whioh  the  Great 
Seal  would  be  a  dumb  oracle. 

I  had  the  following  answer  from  him  : 

'94  Piccadilly,  iSeptembor  Ifi,  1859. 

'Mr  DBAR  Lord  Campbell; — 1  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I 
Bummoned  a  Cabinet  because  1  thought  it  would  look  ill  if  th<-  Cabinet  were 
not  to  meet  on  tho  recoi]>t  of  the  had  news  from  China.  We  should  have  been 
accused  of  taking  our  disasters  too  coolly.  But  we  can  come  at  present  to  no 
decision  on  the  matter,  except  to  order  some  moderate  reinforcements  to  China, 
to  make  good  the  casualties,  and  to  ])rovide  for  the  defence  of  our  stations  if 
the  Chinese  should  become  aggressors ;  and  for  that  purpose  those  members 
of  the  Cabinet  who  are  within  easy  distance  will  be  quite  enough. 

'  If  we  were  to  determine  upon  operations  on  a  large  scale  against  Pekin, 
we  could  not  begin  to  act  in  the  north  of  China  till  the  spring.  Yours  sin- 
cerely, Palmsebton.' 
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I  foiiiKl,  liowcvi!!',  timt  I  wuw  waiitt'd  ut  the  Cuhiiict,  for  bov- 
erul  <|ii<'stiniiMiroH<'  iw  to  wln'thcr  the  procoeiliiigH  of  Mr.  Bruce, 
our  iiinhitssiuior,  antl  of  A<lii)inil  Hope,  the  eoinintuuler  of  the 
for«'es,  ill  tryiiijf  to  force  a  pas.«*aj;«' up  the  I*ei  IIo,  eoiiM  hejusti- 
H«h1  hy  the  hiw  of  iiutioiis;  aial  that  my  coUea^fueH  couhl  come 
to  no  reMohitioii  till  my  opiiiit)ii  was  known,  and  J  had  decided 
wh«^tht'r  (tilt/ niu\  irhaf  (piestioiis  should  he  put  to  the  law  oflicers 
of  the  (Jrown.  Sir  (iieor;j;e  (iyvy  was  ticputed  to  write  to  me 
from  liondoii,  .  .  . 

Another  Cal)iiiet  was  railed  lor  the  2-lth.  8ir  George  aud 
Lady  Grey  winv.  with  me  at  Ilartriji'^rcj  having  arrived  on  a  viait 
the  day  i)efore.  At  four  i».  M.  on  the  2.'id  we  Htarted  for  Ber- 
wick, Lady  (Jrey  to  return  to  their  country  house  at  Falhjdou, 
and  Sir  (Jleor)^e  and  I  to  catch  the  express  train  for  Ijcmdon. 
En  roidr  we  found  that  Lord  .Fojin  Russell  and  Lord  Elgin, 
who  had  left  Balmoral  that  morning,  were  in  the  train  along 
with  us.  .  .  . 

VV^e  held  another  Cahinet  on  Monday,  the  2fith,  to  which  I 
summoned  Bethell,  the  Attorney-(jicneral,  who  was  heginning  to 
he  very  trouhlesome,  and  who  showed  a  (lisjMKsition  to  throw 
hlame  upon  me  on  the  ground  that  some  law  reforms  he  contem- 
plated were  not  sufli(^iently  supported  hy  the  Government.  I 
intro<luce<l  him  and  Ix'gged  that  he  might  have  a  full  liearing.  .  .  . 

Sfmflirilm  Houne,  Odohcr  I-1. — My  Journal  does  not  usually 
enter  intodomesticr  life,  but  I  must  mention  the  auspicious  event 
of  the  4th  of  October — the  marriage  of  my  youngest  diUighter 
— which  is  (1c  omul  parte  bt'otu.m.  Slu;  (icrtainly  is  a  little  angel, 
sent  to  soothe  and  to  bless  me.  Tn  all  her  life  she  never  once 
was  naughty  that  1  ever  saw  or  heard  of — the  most  aflPectionate 
and  pio  IS  of  children.  It  wtus  sad  to  part  with  her,  but  1  resign 
her  to  a  husband  who  is  in  character  xrvy  worthy  of  her.* 

I  have  come  up  to  I^ondon  for  this  solciiuiity.  The  day  after 
the  wedding  T  wont  to  Amptliill,  on  a  visit  to  T^ord  AVeusley- 
dale.  A  {)aragraph  v\hich  has  made  the  round  of  the  news- 
papers has  (H'lebratiul  our  i)resence  at  the  Bedford  races,  where 


*The  Rev.  W.  Arthur  Duckwonh,  of  Orchardleigh  Park,  in  Somersetshire. 
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we  are  said  to  have  made  a  diHtinguitthcd  figure  in  the  l)ctting 
ring. 

My  wife  and  I  then  »iK>nt  ti  wock  at  Orchardlt>igh  in  Somer- 
setshire, the  scat  of  tliu  brlde'H  futhcr-in-Iaw,  and  were  rcyoincd 
to  think  of  the  mansion  and  domain  where  nho  is  (D.  V.)  one 
day  to  l)c  mi8trv8H. 

October  20. — Hinco  my  return  to  Tiondon  I  have  conHtuntly 
been  uttonding  Cabini'trt — by  no  nu'ims  picaflantly.  We  litive 
various  matters  on  hand,  cai-h  of  which  may  pr<Kln(«  a  war,  and 
rentier  it  necetwary  immcdiati'ly  to  aMHonible  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament.  Bexiih's  tlie  Pci  IIo  and  Sun  Juan,  we  have  got 
into  a  terrible  brangle  by  a  di.«»j)ute  between  Hpain  and  Mor(K!(!o 
as  to  the  j)osHeHHion  of  the  coast  opposite  Gibraltar — England 
for  her  own  sake  taking  part  with  the  M(K)rH.  .  .  . 

I  almost  begin  to  rcgn-t  that  my  attention  did  not  contiime  for 
the  rest  of  my  days  to  be  exclusively  directed  to  the  decision  of 
causes  in  the  Queen's  Bench. 

I  have  kept  up  a  close  corrcsimndence  during  the  vacation 
■with  Lyndhurst,  that  most  extraordinary  man.  He  not  only 
makes  spceclic><  on  foreign  politics  which  fix  the  attention  of 
Europe,  but  revels  in  the  b(i(Vin<i</c  which  might  l)e  expected 
from  a  boy  of  eighteen  writing  to  a  boy  of  sixteen.  T  introduce 
two  or  three  of  his  letters  as  a  spetdraen  : 

'Cowes,  Septembor  G,  1859, 

'Mt  DKAR  Lord  Chahcellor: — "llt-.-o's  to  the  pilot  that  wealhern'  the 
Btorra" — for  I  distinctly  found  a  storm  browin(j;— but  you  havo  pursued 
Franklin's  advice  and  poured  oil  on  the  troubled  waters — "ponto  Unda 
recumhit."  Have  you  forgotten  the  lecture  read  by  King  William  IV  of 
glorious  memory  (I  say  of  glorious  memory  because  he  was  the  distinguixhed 
patron  of  the  Reform  Bill  of  18o0)— the  lecture  to  Lord  Brougliara  for  his 
irregular  conduct  in  taking  the  Great  Seal  to  H  ;otland?  You  appoar  to  have 
followed  the  precedent,  but  without  much  fear  of  the  lecture  being  repeated 
under  a  wiser  rule.  I  am  wondering  when  your  grand  Commission  of  all  the 
living  authorities  on  Chancery  Reform  is  likely  to  commence  its  real  business. 
I  am  unfortunately  getting  every  day  more  lame  and  more  inefficient.  You 
must  lay  in  a  cajtital  stock  of  health  in  your  native  air,  for  you  will  hav^  no 
light  worlf  when  Parliament  meete  and  Lord  John  Ruifsell  fires  off  his  lilun- 
derbuss.  If  it  should  burst  in  his  hands !  Excuse  my  nonsen.oe,  for  I  am 
very,  very  idle,    Faithfully  yours,  LTHDHnBar.' 
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'Cowoii,  8e|)lemb«r  1ft,  IflftR, 

'Mt  DHAR  LoKD  CUANCELLOK:—  .  .  .  Tlicrn  iM  tio  ilifBciilty  you  Cannot  luf- 
mount,  HO  I  rnmain  in  tho  (tniim  "tmy  tran'iuil  «tnt<)  no  l)r>fnrn  thin  rnnlrtltmpt, 

'Are  thft  pnnpln  of  tho  North  oninlling  themiiolvni*  in  Rifle  Corpii?  and  with 
activity,  or  Nlll^^lllhly  ?  We  miiy  have  much  on  our  handi — and  much  out 
of  our  |iocki)t.t.  A  ('iiii\(>Mu  war,  uncuinfortublo  cunilition  of  India,  u  Reform 
Bill  pi'iiding,  and  |iro|>o!(()d  mh^v  ronHtituoncini  in  a  Mlatn  of  ttrik*,  Italy 
iinK<ittlt»d,  I.oril  John  HiiHKt'll  Fori'i^n  Mininter.  Whot  ran  you  want  more? 
But  Briiunhain  on  tlii<  lOth  of  October  will  nettle  all.  ^'o  bo  confident  and 
eaay.     Faithfully  youri<,  L,' 

'St.  Leonordn-on-Sna,  October  13,  \sm. 

'Mr  DEAR  LoBD  CiiANOiLi.oR : — I  <;ongratulutu you  warmly  on  the  marriage 
of  your  ditugliti'r  Tim  iimniiigx  of  a  ilaughtor  m  both  nn  anxioufl  and  a 
happy  ovf'nt  in  a  family.  I  am  pleased  to  find  you  liavn  rrtiirnHd  from  that 
horrid  Scotland.  Some  people  naid,  an  you  hail  taken  the  Great  Heal  with  you, 
that  you  intendeil  to  purHiiiidu  tlm  Qui'nn  to  tran^fur  the  Hoat  uf  government 
to  the  modurn  Athenx,  I  was  afraid,  an  you  had  aciompliHhud  all  the  uxual 
objoctH  of  a  lawyi^r'n  ambition,  that  you  int<>nd(iil  toHfiftlo  down  in  the  country 
of  your  birlh,  rffoUoctiiiij;  tho  linen,  I  think,  of  QoldHmilh — 

'  "And  I  had  hoppH,  a  length  of  labor  pai«t, 
Then  to  return,  and  die  at  homo  at  last." 

'But  I  tortk  a  short  moasurti  of  your  ambition.  Witness  the  Bedford  Rocob, 
and  the  gallant  figure  you  an'  said  to  have  there  displayed!  Again,  why 
should  nr,i  thu  ijouble  coroiift  bo  merged  in  an  earldom  ?  You  know  I  am  a 
bit  of  a  iirophot.     So  flomething  it  still  to  be  done  I     Rest  not— 

"  Dn  Moscow's  walls  till  Clothic  banners  fly, 
And  all  bo  minn  beneath  the  Polar  sky." 

'Your  great  iiidijlatigable  nval  is  Brougham.  He  has  spoken  a  world  of 
social  and  physical  philosophy  at  Bradford — old  Shaftesbury  in  tho  chair ; 
and  this  while  you  were  betting  odils  on  a  race-courRe!     Yours  faithfully, 

'  Lyndhubst.' 


I  have  likewise  luul  frequent  letters  from  Brougham, 
last  lies  before  me,  and  I  add  it  as  a  specimen  : 


His 


[private.] 

'  Brougham,  October  18, 1869. 

'My  deab  Chancellor: — I  have  just  got  your  kind  letter  of  yesterday, 
and  let  me  beg  and  entreat  that  you  would  in.tert  Napier's  name  in  the  ('om- 
mission,  and  «o  make  the  inquiry  extend  bo  Iroland.     It  is  imonceivable  bow 
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mnrh  im|iorUnon  \h  ittii>'h«>l  to  thnir  }w'\nn  \nr\mM  in  unyihing  whuli  i« 
Hiinn  with  rt')-i  it  to  Fnglaml,  nml  though  in  Komn  thini/"  «»  Ihi*  PivurnA 
Court,  tharo  may  lot  rnMoriH  ii^)tin*l  It,  in  ttim  of  tntunR  •vi(l<  nt'(>  m  Kqnity 
thvru  can  bo  nuuti, 

'I  *taw  II  lint  |tiip>rH  your  liiiv  ing  Inkfn  to  the  turf  in  your  uld  tgD. 
Wlii'tlinr  .Iciti  I'liiki',  liM>»ii|i^  Mi'iliiring  yow,  profitfil  by  <I<>ing  you  in  »  bet,  1 
I'liM  only  I'onii'i'tnri'. 

'  My  wittil<  at  Hiik>lri>i>t  wa**  by  much  thp  hnntpfil  w»nk  I  MVttr  went  through— 
ovxU  At  the  itltiction  of  IM.k)— anil  1  wum  nut  thu  ItiMt  l»tiguuii ;  but  when  »li 
wuH  over,  aixl  1  waM  on  my  way  lioinr,  Uki'  an  army  ui  a  ri'iri'ai  whin  thu 
t'Xriti'tiii'nl  1-  ovir,  I  \\n*  Hii/.i'il  Willi  Mirh  II  robl  lit-  I  nnvtir  liiul  iti  my  lili', 
ami  I  hail  to  put  my-'i'lf  uiuii-r  mi-ilii-nl  tri'«tnift»t,  whiih  ban  K''*'»tly  ri'ilintil 
It— -n"',  liowi>v«r,  ill  iho  Scotih  law  Hctixc  of  llw  worl,  n<it  it  amilH— so  I  hop* 
to  got  to  KiUnliurgU;  but  I  aHNun'  you  il  will  hu  a  very  |.'aintul  I'vunl;  a 
(|Uiutur  of  a  century  pine-  i  luHt  \vii*>  iImii'  liiir<  Kii  im  hiir>lly  a  iiinglii  one  oi 
my  oM  fricniln. 

'Many  li'licitatioiiM  to  fiUily  Stnillniliii  an<l  -ln'  nnt  oi  ih'  iamily  on  tin. 
Duckworth  mairiiigt',  wbirh  wan  only  '"  tifri  wbi<n  I  lant  wrote,  but  hn*  nince 
b«()n  I'xectiti'il.     Yoiirn  ovrr  truly, 

H.  Krohoham  ' 


Ortnhrr  .'7. —  I  liiivc  [H'orojriic*!  I'ui-liaiiicnt  to  tlic  15tli  of 
l>('<'('mlH'i',  and  r  lu»|H'  it  iiiiiy  not  iisscnihlc  tor  the  despatch  of" 
bnHinoHH  till  the  lu-giiininj;  of  l'\'l»riiai'y  ;  Itiit  we  have  Ht-vcral 
tim«'H  IxH-Mi  within  u  hair's  hfcadtli  of  a  pfoi'laiimtion  to  call  I'Jir- 
liarncnt  tojjcthcr  immediately,  on  ac('(»nnt  of  the  di^-piilc  at  the 
Pei  Ho;  of  the  dispnte  with  America  ahoiit  th<'  iHlan<l  of  San 
ifnan  ;  and  of  the  attack  on  iNforocco  by  the  .Spaniards.  .  .  . 

Xnvcmhcr  L\ — This  l)ein;f  the  first  day  of  the  term,  the  Chan- 
cellor*H  lev^'O  has  been  at  Strathedcii  Monse.  The  day  hius  l«'C'n 
brilliant,  and  we  had  a  j^rand  procession  to  Westminster  Hall. 

1  had  to  bejjfin  the  «hiy  by  reccivinf;  the  Corporation  (»f  Lon- 
<lon,  and  delivering  her  Majesty's  ap|>robation  of  the  new  Lord 
Mayt»i',  who  monnts  tjie  civic  throne  on  the  5Mh  of  N'ovend)er. 

I  sat  by  myself  to-day  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  disposed 
of  several  matters  (»f  a  light  description  with  ease  and  satisfac- 
tion. But  to-morrow  I  begin  serious  work  at  Lincoln's  Inn, 
sitting  with  the  two  Lords  Justices,  Knight  Bruce  and  Turner. 

To  qualify  myself,  during  the  vacation  J  looked  over  all  the 
Ecpiity  decisions  during  the  hist  ten  years  of  Tvonls  Chancellors, 
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MuNti>rH  of  the  UolN,  FionU  JiMtijfH  mid  Vi(«-('hiuiwIUif^.  T 
<li(l  not  iiii'i't  with  liny  i-hm'  wlii<'li  I  (li)l  not  iinilrrMtatid,  (*r  oii 
wlii<-li,  iil'trr  liniriny;  it  wfll  ur^nf«l,  I  f«)ul<i  not  Imvu  giv«!n  u 
i«iili'<ru('loty  jndj^incnt.  I  liiivi  no  Iio|k<  of  Ix-ing  (|iiot(<l  iw  u 
giriit  Ivjnily  untlioi'ity;  Imt  I  inist  lliiit  I  mIihII  n(»t  turniHli  my 
(Nnnnion  Liiw  reputation. 

I  Infcl V  |Hiiil  a  vi-iit  to  Kric,  on«'  of  my  rolli-a|;neH  in  tin*  (int'rn'H 
BtMi'  /,  now  riiitr  .Tn-iirc  of  tlic  ("ommf»n  I'IraM.  With  him  I 
Ka<l  ihn'crrti  ot'ifiH'i-  than  with  any  other  judge,  and  lie  in  one  of 
the  Mineere^t  of  nninkind.  Yet  he  MiitI  to  me  with  great  Holeiiiii- 
itv  :  'There  is  no  t'nnetionarv  iiii(h'r  the  C'rown  who  during  the 
hiMt  ten  \iws  |)erl<>rmed  more  vahialth*  servieet*  to  the  |ml>lic  in 
<(uanlit\  and  iinaliiv  tliini  John  liord  ('am|ilH-ll.' 

I  Iriivi'  JM'hind  me  ihirteeii  huge  v  >lnnie.>i  (\v.  to  xviii.  of 
Adolpliii-  iiid  \'\\\\>,  an<l  i.  to  i.\.  of  Kllirt  and  lilaekhiirn)  of 
(ineeii's  lii'iieh  Iii'portH,  ehielly  filled  with  my  jndgmeiitM  while 
I  pi'esideil  ill  die  (^tiet'iiV  Heiich.  Ihit  from  the  |>ortentou.<4 
iiiiiltici|)lii-ity  ui'  law  re|)ort>i  now  |Mil)lished,  there  seems  almost 
a  certainly  of  all  the  jiid^ini'iits  of  ev<ry  judge,  however  emi- 
nent, Iteing  speedily  snitillieretl.  The  whole  world  is  now 
iiisiitlieieiit  to  contain  all  the  law  reports  wliieii  are  puhlished. 
I  I'l  Mieinlx  r  the  time  wIkii  one  good-si/,e<l  l»oo|«'asi'  would  hold 
till  ihe  law  l»ool\s  worth  consulting — from  the  Year  IJooks  to  the 
liust  numlicrof  the  Term  Reports.  What  is  the  ivnuMJy?  Per- 
haps a  <leeeiiiiial  anio  tht  j!. 

Novciithrr  S. — My  (idaa  innfrr  ha»  sent  me  the  Jbllowiug  invi- 
tation : 

'  United  Collegf  of  8t,  AndrowK,  Novembor  5, 1859. 

'My  LoKh: — At  !i  imlilif  inci'tin^;  of  tlw!  Btudonts  of  tlii^  Univrnity,  held 
IrtHt  niglit,  a  cnrurniltfo  wn-^  aiijiointed  to  auk  your  lordfhip  to  allow  vourHelf 
to  W  proposed  lor  the  oltice  of  Lord  Kector  of  this  University.  Should  your 
lordrtlii]!  incedi)  to  tlii^  rii'inottt,  llio  I'Oiniiiittee  h.ivo  good  grounds*  for  believing 
thi>t,  hum  till'  tone  of  fo'ling  among  the  ftudentH  in  roferunco  to  your  lord- 
ship's  qaiilifioations  for  the  office,  your  lordship's  election  would  he  all  but 
unanimou-i 

'  Our  University  more  than  any  otiier  requires  all  the  fostering  influence 
which  your  lordship's  exalted  po.sitiun  and  great  political  influence  would 
secure  for  it;  aiad  from  the  deep  interest  which  we  know  your  lordship  takes 
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in  mattern  of  Pcottiwh  education,  the  committee  hope  that  your  lordship  will 
honor  the  ntudonta  of  the  University  of  St.  Andrews  by  allowing  them  to 
•lect  as  their  Lord  Rector  its  greatest  living  alumnu$. 
'  I  am,  my  Lord,  your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

^  '  QEORaE  TaoMaon. 

('Convenor.') 

I  have  refused  permission  to  start  me,  as  there  are  duties  to 
be  performed  by  a  Lord  Rector  under  the  new  rSgime  which,  as 
an  absentee,  I  must  have  neglected. 

December  1. — I  sat  daily  through  the  whole  of  Michaelmas 
Term  with  the  Lords  Justices  Knight  Brutre  and  Turner.  I 
might  have  been  comparo<l  to  a  wild  elephant  broken  in  between 
two  tamo  ones.  My  associates  were  the  most  experienced  Equity 
lawyers  in  Westminster  Hall.  They  l)ohaved  exceedingly  well 
to  me,  and  I  got  on  marvellously  well  with  them. 

Legal  tradition  reports  that  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  being  allowed 
to  sit  in  the  Common  Pleas  for  the  Chief  Ju.stice,  ,so  urged  on 
the  Serjeants,  accustomwl  to  travel  at  a  very  slow  pace,  that  he 
cleared  off  in  one  day  all  the  cau.ses  entered  for  trial  which 
ought  to  have  lasted  above  a  week,  .saying  when  he  got  home 
that  *  he  had  been  giving  the  heavy  blocks  a  gallop.'  I  am  told 
there  have  not  been  such  doings  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall  for  half 
a  century.  We  decided  off-hand  most  of  the  matters  which 
came  before  us,  but  I  delivered  four  written  judgments — in  one 
case  differing  from  Knight  Bruce,  but  having  Turner  with  me. 

Now  I  am  out  of  leading  strings.  During  the  next  three 
weeks,  I  am  to  sit  all  alone  at  Lincoln's  Inn :  and  I  am  not 
very  nervous.  With  the  assistance  of  my  chief  secretary,*  I 
get  possession  of  the  nature  of  the  ca.se,  often  from  a  i)rinted 
report  of  the  judgment  below,  and,  hearing  the  arguments  on 
both  sides,  I  conscientiously  believe  that  I  shall  be  able  to  come 
to  a  right  conclusion.  If  I  am  puzzled,  I  can  resort  to  Lynd- 
hurst's  certain  resource — always  to  affirm,  which,  he  truly  said, 
'discouraged  frivolous  appeals;'  he,  of  course,  having  no  desire 
to  save  himself  trouble  and  to  avoid  responsibility  1 


*  Henry  R.  Vaughan  Johnson,  Esq. 
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I  have  to-day  been  attending  a  meeting  of  all  the  Equity 
judg-es — Master  of  the  Rolls,  two  Lords  Justices,  and  three  Vice- 
Chancellors — to  digest  all  the  orders  of  all  the  Chancellors  sinca 
the  time  of  liord  BiKH)n ;  to  prepare  a  Bill  for  sweeping  away 
the  few  remaining  Musters  in  Chancery ;  and  to  introtluce  the 
practice  of  printinff  a\l  answers  as  well  as  bills  in  Chancery; 
from  which  we  expect  great  advantage.     We  sat  five  hours. 

We  have  had  frequent  Cabinets,  chiefly  upon  the  aifairs  of 
Italy,  and  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  England  should  agree 
to  join  the  Congress  resulting  from  the  treaties  of  Villafranca 
and  Zurich.  .  .  . 

My  wife  and  I  were  invited  to  dine  with  her  Majesty  at 
Windsor  on  Saturday  the  26th  of  November,  and  to  stay  till 
Monday.  The  visit  [lassed  off  most  agreeably.  On  our  arrival 
on  Saturday  evening,  we  were  inducted  into  a  nice  appartcment 
of  three  pidcen  looking  on  the  Long  Walk.  As  at  Buckingham 
Palace,  the  Royalties  joined  the  party  an  instant  before  dinner 
was  announced,  the  programme  of  the  procession  having  been 
previously  intimated  to  all  the  guests.  I  had  the  honor  to  take 
the  Princess  Alice  to  dinner,  and  to  sit  on  the  Queen's  left  hand; 
her  son-in-law.  Prince  William  Frederick  of  Prussia,  being  on 
her  right.  .  .  . 

On  Sunday  I  attended  her  Majesty  to  chapel.  By  rights  I 
ought  to  have  walked  before  her  with  the  purse  containing  the 
Great  Seal  in  my  hand,  as  Lord  Chancellors  always  attended  the 
Sovereign  on  Sundays  till  the  reign  of  George  I. 

At  dinner  on  Sunday  I  sat  next  the  Princess  William  Frederick 
(Princess  Royal),  and,  getting  deep  into  her  confidence,  she  told 
me  how  Prince  William  Frederick  proposed  to  her  as  they  were 
riding  together  over  a  heathy  mountain  at  Balmoral,  and  how 
happily  they  had  lived  together,  notwithstanding  the  stories 
published  in  the  newspapers  of  her  being  neglected  and  ill-used. 
...  I  do  believe  that  it  was  a  marriage  of  affection,  and  that  it 
has  turned  out  very  auspiciously. 

The  Queen  was  extremely  civil  to  Lady  Stratheden,  and 
introduced  her  to  Beatrice,  the  baby  princess.     I  renewed  my 
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acquaintuiu«  with  the  Princess  Helena,  ut  whose  birth  I  was 
present  in  the  year  1849,  when  I  was  a  member  of  Lord  John 
RusseU's  Cabinet,  and  Chancellor  of  tlie  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
After  breakfjist  on  Monday  we  returned  by  the  train  to  London. 

December  iS. — For  three  weeks  I  Imve  Iwien  sitting  as  Lord 
Chancellor  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall,  hearing,  all  alone,  appeals 
from  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  Vice-Chancel loi-s,  and  1 
have  got  through  marvellously.  Every  appeal  ready  for  hearing 
has  been  heard.  The  two  Lords  Justices  sat  by  themselves,  and 
cleared  off  a  gootl  deal  of  business.  I^ord  Justice  Knight  Bruce, 
who  has  known  the  court  for  half  a  century,  declared  to  me  that 
the  Christmas  adjournment  had  never  Ixjfore  found  the  court  in 
such  a  satisfactory  state.  Unluckily,  at  the  close  of  the  sittings 
after  term  in  the  Queen's  Bench  there  is  a  tremendous  arrear, 
and  a  jcwular  rumor  is  circulated  that  as  soon  as  Parliament 
meets  the  Attorney-General  is  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  empower 
Lord  Campbell,  having  disposed  of  all  the  business  in  Chancery, 
to  try  causes  by  jury  in  the  courts  of  Common  Law. 

Mr.  Attorney  and  I  have  hitherto  gone  on  very  amicably ; 
but,  in  spite  of  his  njagniUxiuent  professions  about  the  law 
reforms  he  is  to  bring  forward  next  session,  I  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  get  from  him  a  draft  of  any  of  his  Bills  ;  and  I  am  afraid 
that  when  Parliament  meets  we  may  fall  into  disrepute,  and  may 
be  driven  to  disparage  esich  other. 

When  I  think  of  the  new  Reform  Bill,  the  new  Bankruptcy 
Bill,  the  new  Registrati-^n  of  Titles  Bill,  the  new  Conmion  Law 
Equity  Jurisdiction  Bill,  and  the  new  Criminal  Law  Consolida- 
tion Bill,  I  look  forward  to  the  24th  of  January  with  some  dis- 
may I    But  *  time  and  the  hour  run  through  the  roughest  day.' 


EXTRACT  PROM  A  LONDON  NEWSPAPER. 

'Saturday.  January  14, 1860. 
'A  scene  occurred  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  on  Thursday  morning,  such  as 
has  not  been  witnessed  since  the  days  of  Lord  Eldon.     The  Lord  Chancellor 
Bat  on  that  day  to  administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Volunteern  of  the 
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Innn  of  Court.  He  nommtncod  iho  procnodinge  b)' <lnlivoiin«  ii  spiii*  "litring 
upeech,  which  will  be  fniiiul  eloowhoro  in  our  columiiH,  nnd  which  excitnd  ron- 
sidHrable  enthuHitism.  It  wan  one  ot  Uis  lonlnhipV  happisHt  etTortii,  and  will, 
uo  doulil,  tiiul  iIm  plui'i^  m  ttoino  future  edition  of  (he  "  LiveH  of  the  Chuiiuul- 
lor»."  Loud  di'iiioiiMrHtions  i)f  apiilftu-o  woro  with  difficulty  ropressod,  and 
it  may  bo  ilnubtod  whether  in  tlio  wholo  cour«o  of  the  i.rfsont  movomnnt  any 
address  has  boon  doliverod  which  producod  greater  effect  than  the  recent 
npeech  of  I-ord  Cinnpliell. 

'  Mr.  Selwyu,  Q.  C,  the  Couiniundant,  ruturned  thanks  to  the  Lord  Chun- 
cellor  for  thu  honor  be  bad  done  to  the  Inns  of  Court  Volunteers  by  following 
the  oxanipln  of  I^ord  Eldon  on  a  ."irnilar  occasion  ' 

TiifHclaif,  JdVHun/'  17, — Sittinj?  in  my  library  rwidlig  the 
newspaper,  there  l)eing  no  appeals  for  me  to  hear  in  Lincoln's 
Inn,  I  have  just  reoeivtHl  a  letter  f'ronj  Bethell,  the  Attorney- 
General,  in  which,  after  observing  on  some  Bills  we  have  in 
preparation,  he  adds : 

'  Pardon  my  telling  you  that  the  bar  misfles  you  in  the  Court  of  Chancery. 
"  Maynuin  e»l  deuderutm  tain  cari  capitis."  Wo  all  fully  expected  that  when 
not  presiding  in  the  House  of  Lords  you  would  preside  over  the  Court  of 
Appeal 

'  The  benefit  you  have  done  to  that  court  and  to  the  habits  of  the  judges  by 
your  presiding  there,  has  been  fully  appreciated.  In  the  theory  of  the  law 
the  Court  of  Chancery  is  there  where  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  bodily  present, 
and  though  that  is  innovated  upon,  yet  it  is  good  for  you  to  be  there.' 

Thi.s  is  rather  a  flattering  remonstrance.  The  truth  is  that 
the  Lords  Justices  have  been  sitting  on  several  half-heard  cases 
■which  they  began  when  I  was  sitting  by  myself  after  last  term. 
But  to  be  of  some  service  to  the  j)ublic,  and  for  my  own  credit, 
I  really  wish  to  preside  alone  in  Chancery  when  I  am  not  j^re- 
siding  in  the  House  of  Ijords. 

Being  at  present  a  lounger  about  town,  I  call  on  Lyndhurst 
and  chat  with  him.  On  Saturday  last  he  said  to  me,  'So  there 
has  been  a  split  in  the  Cabinet,  and  you  were  three  to  thirteen. 
It  was  touch  and  go  with  you.'  I  expressed  some  surj)rise  at 
the  news.  He  .saidj  *  What  is  more,  although  the  league  against 
Austria  won't  do,  you  are  going  to  have  a  commercial  treaty 
with  France  to  supply  her  with  coal  and  iron  to  invade  us.     I 


460 


lilPB  OP   LORD  CAMPBELL. 


[1860. 


know  all  iilmut  it.'  Campbell.—*  Well  I  when  Pulmereton  m  a 
little  niyrtteiiouH,  and  I  wish  to  know  what  w  coming,  I  will 
apply  to  yon.'  Lyndhnrxt, — 'That  ii*  right;  you  shall  know  all 
about  it.' 

Lymlhurrtt  reproachwl  me  for  want  of  reciprocity  in  the  inter- 
change of  political  news;  for,  waitl  he, 'although  I  tell  you  so 
much,  I  can  get  nothing  out  of  you.'  There  certainly  must  be 
sonic  member  of  the  (/abinet  nnich  more  communicative,  more 
blabative, 

Wednemlai/,  JaiiKan/ :Jo. — I  have  rccortled  in  my 'Lives  of 
the  Chancellors'  the  judgment  of  King  William  IV.,  who,  there 
being  a  dispute  Ix'tween  Lord  Brougham  and  Lord  Lyndhurst 
on  the  question  to  which  of  them  the  old  Great  Seal  belongetl, 
like  another  Solomon  ordered  the  subject  in  controversy  to  be 
cut  in  twain  and  divided  between  them. 

A  similar  case  having  arisen  upon  a  new  Great  Seal  being 
ordered  while  Lord  Chelmsford  was  Chancellor,  and  adopted 
when  Lord  Campbell  had  succeetled  him,  we  at  once  agreed  that, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Queen,  we  would  be  bound  by  the 
former  decision.  The  doubt  was,  whether  it  would  be  followed 
by  the  Sovereign  ordering  the  two  halves  to  be  fitted  into  hand- 
some silver  salvere,  to  be  presented  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
his  pretlecessor. 

One  day  about  a  month  ago,  paying  Lyndhurst  a  visit,  I 
mentioned  the  subject  to  him  and  he  said :  *  I  wager  you  that 
you  don't  get  the  silver  salver.'  I  answered,  '  I  will  take  your 
wager  if  you  will  write  to  me  such  a  letter  as  I  require.'  At 
this  moment  in  came  Lord  Chelmsford,  and  I  told  him  how 
much  he  was  interested  in  the  matter  we  were  discussing. 
Lyndhurst. — 'No!  you  W'll  never  get  your  silver  salvers  as 
Brougham  and  I  did.'  Campbell. — *  Only  write  a  letter  to  me 
stating  the  judgment  of  AVilliam  IV.  in  the  case  of  Lyndhurst 
V.  Brougham,  concluding  with  the  present  made  by  the  judge  to 
the  litigants.'  Lyndhurst. — '  Well,  you  shall  have  what  you 
ask,  but  it  won't  do.' 

He  was  as  good  as  his  promise :        . 
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'Oeorgo  Slruot,  January  U,  1860. 

'  Mr  DEAB  LoBD  CBAitoei.Loft: — You  Willi  to  know  what  took  placo  when 
a  new  Oreat  Seal  wan  ordered  on  the  accni*(ion  of  Hi*  Majesty  King  William 
IV.  It  was  thii.  The  new  Oreat  Seal  wai  ordered  immediately  upon  the 
acceiiion.  I  WM  then  Lord  Chancellor.  Before  the  order  was  completed  I 
was  succeeded  by  Lord  Brougham.  We  each  of  us  claimed  the  old  a«al,  the 
UBual  porquinite  of  the  office.  His  Majenty  condescended  to  decide  botwoeii 
us.  He  allotted  to  each  of  us  one  of  the  tutei,  and  as  the  dosignn  were  diffor- 
ent,  his  Miijesty  added  with  a  smile  that  he  would  toss  up  for  the  choice, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  His  Majesty's  kindness  did  not  stop  hero.  He 
graciously  added  that  each  part  should  form  the  centre  of  a  handHomu  piece 
of  plate,  and  that  ho  would  give  directions  to  Rundell  and  Bridge  to  prepare 
a  design  for  that  purpose.  Wo  accordingly  in  due  time  received  by  IiIm 
Majesty's  command  our  respective  portions  of  the  old  Seal,  thus  associated 
and  decorated.     Very  faithfully  yours, 

'  Lthdbuut.' 


This  I  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  and  I  received  a 
gracious  answer  saying  she  was  ready  to  follow  the  precedent  of 
her  uncle,  and  to  divide  the  old  Great  Seal  between  the  present 
Chancellor  and  his  predecessor,  and  that  she  wished  also  to 
follow  her  uncle's  precedent  in  having  the  half  of  the  Great 
Seal  worked  into  a  piece  of  plate  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  Lord  Chelmsford. 

On  Monday,  the  23d  of  January,  the  Council  was  held  at 
which  the  new  Great  Seal  was  adopted,  and  the  old  one  receivetl 
the  stroke  of  the  mallet  by  way  of  defacing  it.  The  Council 
Ixiing  over,  the  Queen  told  me  she  wished  to  keep  the  two  halves 
of  the  old  Great  Seal  for  the  present,  and  that  I  should  let  her 
know  what  was  the  choice  made  between  us  respecting  them. 

Returning  home  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Chelmsford,  inform- 
ing him  what  had  been  done  and  asking  him  to  choose.  Next 
morning  I  received  an  answer  warmly  thanking  me  for  my 
handsome  conduct  to  him,  and  choosing  *  the  Queen  sitting  on 
her  throne.' 

The  first  night  of  the  session  went  off  most  auspiciously ;  and 
instead  of  an  ignominious  break-up,  which*  I  dreaded  a  fortnight 
ago,  we  are  supposed  to  be  the  strongest  Government  since  the 
time  of  Sir  Robert  Peel.     I  introduced  a  paragraph  into  the 


!    I,' 
lit    i'' 


11' 


l?i 


462 


LIPB  OF   I,()RD  CAMPBELL. 


[1860. 


Quccii'h  SiMMMth  alwut  low  reform.*  But  I  Imve  wtIouh  iuIh- 
giviiigH,  and  T  inuHt  minniti  |>rt>|Hir(>(l  for  tiital  r(>vi>nM>H. 

March  IS, — The  Ihiil((ot,  which  wiim  to  ruin  uh,  eonuw  (AT 
with  brilliant  MUcceHH.  Wo  havi>  cruHhing  majoritii>H  in  tho 
H()um>  of  (^)niiU()nH,  and  our  o|»|)oiK>ntM  art*  (juarrollin^  and 
ahuHiu);  each  other  like  pickiHK'kets. 

In  the  IIouHo  of  Lonls  we  have  had  a  delmte  on  the  Coni- 
niereial  Treaty,  and  a  goo<l  <liviHion.  I  was  oillcd  up  by  Lord 
Derby  to  Hay  whether  the  treaty  would  \m  binding  without  an 
Aet  of  Parliament  to  ratify  it,  and  whether  at  all  events  there 
must  not  l)c  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  mnetion  the  eleventh 
Article,  by  which  the  Queen  undertakes  not  to  prohibit  tho 
exportation  of  coal.  The  first  qucHtion  I  answered  triumphantly, 
and  made  him  aMhanuHl  of  having  put  it,  and  of  having  thus 
ct)nfoundcd  the  Constitution  of  England  with  that  of  the  United 
States  of  America — by  which  treaties  are  not  binding  till  tho 
Senate  ratifies  them.  And  I  showed  that  no  legislation  was 
necessary  as  to  the  eleventh  Article,  as  this  had  commerce  only  in 
contemplation,  and  left  untouched  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
to  be  exerciseil  in  the  case  of  war,  or  the  apprehension  of  war. 

But  the  fears  I  had  of  the  annexation  of  Savoy  are  likely  to 
be  fully  realized.  Louis  Napoleon,  taking  advantage  of  the 
depression  of  Austria  and  the  mutual  jealousies  of  the  other 
Continental  Powers,  is  determine<l  to  set  Europe  at  defiance.  .  . 

Thursday  night,  March  S2, — I  dined  to-day  at  the  Palace, 
and  sitting  on  the  Queen's  right  hand  had  a  great  deal  of  con- 
vei-sation  with  her  about  Lord  John  and  Palnierston  and  the 
answer  to  Thouvenel  j  but  I  am  now  indifferent  about  all  such 
matters ;  for  my  beloved  wife  has  been  seriously  ill,  and  the 
doctors,  who  till  now  have  told  me  there  was  no  danger,  are 
evidently  alarmed. 


* '  I  earneutly  recommend  you  to  resume  your  labors  for  the  improvement 
of  our  jurisprudence,  and  particularly  as  regards  bankruptcy,  the  transfer  of 
land,  the  consolidation  of  the  statutes,  and  such  further  fusion  of  Law  and 
Equity  as  may  always  ensure  the  satisfactory  decision  of  the  rights  of  the 
parties  by  the  court  in  which  the  suit  was  commenced.' 


I860.] 


DEATH  or  HIS  WIFK. 


463 


Ajtril  4' — Eurly  in  tlu!  inorniiijj  of  Humluy,  the  25th  of 
Miircli,  all  wiiH  over,  and  I  am  now  |)rt>[>arin((  to  at'conipany  thu 
rt>rnainH  of  my  lH>lov(>tl  wife  to  thi'ir  IumI  rcHting  |)la<'r,  in  JchI- 
hnrgli  AMx'y. 

Praying  that  I  may  think  and  act  ax  hIiu  would  wish  nic  to 
do,  T  try  to  attend  to  my  private  and  puhlie  dutieri;  but  I  xtill 
feel  the  bereavement  with  increasing  bitterneMH.  The  wornt  of 
it  iH  that  at  times  I  ciuinot  [K!rHnad(>  myself  that  the  calamity 
has  actually  happened,  and  I  hope  to  awake  from  a  melancholy 
dream.  But  I  have  sad  proofs  of  the  reality  of  my  irreparable 
losH.  I  liave  seen  lier  in  her  last  attire,  surrounthxl  by  our  weep- 
ing children.  I  have  to  bless  G(h1  for  the  teiuler  atleetion  of  uU 
the  seven;  above  all  for  the  devoted  kindness  of  my  l)elovc<l 
••hild  and  best  of  friends,  Mary — without  whonj  I  could  not 
support  this  heavy  trial,  or  be  re(;oncili><l  to  life. 

We  have  met  with  much  sympathy,  from  the  Queen  down  to 
our  faithful  domestics.  Reed,  otir  old  butler,  and  Sims,  our  old 
nurse,  who  both  insisted  on  accompanying  the  coffin  down  to 
Hartriggc,  where  it  awaits  our  arrival  to-morrow. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  2yd  of  Marcli,  I  was  sent  for  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  obliged  to  leave  the  woolsack  in  the  middle 
of  a  debate.  Since  then.  Lord  Redesdale,  Chairman  of  the 
Lords'  Committee — who  has  a  commission  to  act  as  S|h,  ..t  in 
the  absence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor — and  one  of  the  1.  jrds 
(iliosen  by  the  House  have  oi-cupied  the  woolsack  for  me ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Argyll,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  has  presided  in  giving 
the  Royal  assent  to  Bills.  Lord  Granville,  the  Lord  President, 
is  absent  on  the  Continent,  having  suffered  a  similar  bereave- 
ment, which  I  l)elieve  he  has  almost  as  severely  felt.  I  received 
a  sweet  note  from  him  this  morning.  He  is  a  most  amiable  and 
excellent  man.  ... 


Sunday  evening,  April  16. — To-morrow  is  the  first  day  of 
Easter  Term,  and  I  must  again  plunge  into  the  turbulent  busi- 
ness of  life.     I  decline  holding  a  lev^  of  the  judges  and  Queen's 
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(()iiiiM>) ;  hut  I  iniiHt  Hit  at  Liiu>olirii  Iiiii  with  the  liOnlH  JiMtiom 
of  Ap|M>ul. 

])y  tht>  hh-witig  of  (}(m1  I  hnvv  Ini'ii  Hii|)|H>rtiHl  through  tho 
Htid  (hiticf*  (*ut4t  upon  inc.  I  had  r(<r«olv(><|  at  all  rinkH  to  In;  prcM- 
ciit  at  the  luNt  Hoh>niii  rite.  My  chiUlrcn  wcrn  miK^h  ph'ivwHl  at 
flrnt,  hut  aftorwanl  ahirniot] ;  and  n»y  viry  dear  Ilally  wrote 
mo  a  touching  letter  to  diHHuado  nic.  I  remained  firm  in  my 
])ur|M>He.   .  .  . 


I  nrrivc<l  hert?  from  Hnrtrfgpfoon  Tuowlay,  April  10,  nnd  have 
Binrc  wen  wevend  jn'rwonH  in  my  lihrary ;  and  have  nuule  a  new 
jmlge  in  tho  Court  of  Exeheijuer — Mr.  Baron  Wilde,  tho  heat 
man  1  could  Helcct.* 

When  left  alone  I  am  more  deproHHtHl  than  at  flrHt,  and  still  I 
cannot  help  somctimoH  hoping  that  T  may  awake  and  find  it  won 
a  dream.  .  .  . 

I  do  not  cxpct  another  hour'H  real  happincfla  in  this  world. 
But  I  ought  not  to  repine.     I  cannot  my 

Optima  qxKtque  die$  muerii  mortalibui  avi 
yVtmrt  /"'jit, 

I  have  had  a  long  continuation  during  almost  forty  years  of 
prosperity  and  felicity  with  my  Iwloved  wife,  without  ever  meet- 
ing till  now,  with  any  serious  (lulamity ;  having  reached  a  period 
of  life  considerably  l)eyond  the  ortiinary  age  of  man,  my  bodily 
strength  and  mental  faculties  unimpaired.  1  shall  contentedly 
and  gratefully  go  to  my  rest  in  Jedburgh  Ablwy,  and  I  had 
rather  Ik*  laid  there,  by  the  side  of  my  beloved  Mary,  than  be 
entoniboil  in  Westminster  Abbey,  amid  kings,  statesmen,  warriors 
and  poets. 

April  ~^9. — For  a  whole  fortnight  I  have,  during  the  busy 
hours  of  the  day  and  evening,  been  immersed  in  the  bickerings 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  the  House  of  Lords.  This, 
although  most  revolting  to  my  feelings,  has  on  the  whole  been 


*  Now  Lord  Fenzance. — Ed. 
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of  «ervit<c  to  me,  by  nvctiwurily  withdrawing  my  tliuughta  from 
thu  Huil  (x>iit4tni|>lution  of  my  irn!|)umblu  Umt.  .  .  . 

I  huvo  1x3011  fiiahlctl  wutHierfully  to  |>crform  my  piihlic  diiticN, 
and  I  dnrc  mxy  muw  think  iii(>  uiifM'linK;  hut  I  nev(>r  (>x|>cct 
An  hour  of  real  happini'MM  in  thin  world,  notwithMtandint(  all  the 
4lcvoto<I  afrM'tion  and  n(>vt>r-(*('af*in^  Holicitudo  to  comfort  me  of 
nil  my  children. 

I  \m\y  to  Heaven  that  I  may  Im>  enabled  proiierly  to  perform 
the  duticM  of  the  office  which  I  Htill  hold.  .  .  . 

May  JO. — We  are  n()W  at  that  peri<Ml  of  the  HCfwion  when 
there  Ih  UHually  a  '  Ministerial  crixiH.'  I  do  not  helievt;  that  the 
Oppohitiim  have  any  irnnmliate  intention,  or  wi-^h,  to  Hcixu  the 
government.  Rut  we  an-  j?oinn  on  very  iniliden  ntly.  Savoy, 
HH  I  forenaw,  poinonH  everythinj;  abroad  and  at  honjc.  There  is 
no  longer  any  contiden(*c  in  peace  continuing;  a  month  longer, 
and  wo  may  l»o  fighting  France  Hingle-handed  or  (what -I  really 
l)elieve  would  Ih^  worse)  with  a  coalition  of  eflctt*  luid  corrupt 
Continental  States.  The  pres((Mt  MiniMters  are  auppostnl  to  have 
Ixjon  outwittiHi  by  Louis  Xa|K)leon,  and  to  have  disabled  them- 
Hclves  for  any  resistaniH;  to  his  aggressive  plans  by  swallowing 
the  bait  of  his  commercial  treaty. 

The  new  Reform  Bill,  although  to  l)e  read  a  second  time 
without  a  division,  is  still  the  subject  of  interminable  debates, 
and  nine-tenths  of  the  House  of  Commons  would  Imj  delighted, 
on  any  decent  pretence,  immediately  to  throw  it  out.  They 
cannot  bear  the  notion  of  a  dmolution,  which  would  ')e  the 
immeiliate  con8e((uence  of  the  Bill  being  passed.  Passing  the 
Bill,  therefore,  they  consider  an  act  of  suicide.  Even  out  of 
doors,  insteiid  of  the  cry  in  1831-2,  '  The  Bill,  tlie  whole  Bill, 
and  nothing  but  the  Bill,'  the  cry  now  is  *  Off  with  the  Bill, 
no  part  of  the  Bill,  anything  but  the  Bill.' 

There  l)eing  no  counterpoise  to  the  strong  inclination  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  that,  in 
some  way  or  another,  the  Bill  will  be  postponed  to  another 
session,  if  not  absolutely  rejected. 

May  39. — There  has  been  a  sort  of  '  crisis '  by  the  Lords 
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rt>J(H>tiii({  tho  mil  inummI  by  thw  (?oiiiinoiiM  for  lh«  h*|Hiil  of  tlio 
|Hi|Nr  duty,  tlicit!  IwiiiK  u  iiuijority  of  fi)(lity-iiim>  uguiiiHt  tin* 
(Jovcniiiii'iit.  ThJH  |NU't  of  (ilu(iHtoni>'H  Hii(i)(t>t  liiul  Im><i)Iiic  mt 
uii|Ht|)iilar  that  M-vtiiil  of  our  UMuat  MU|>|Ntrt<;rH  voU«l  uguiuHt  nf>, 
Miul  uutvv  NtayttI  away  t'l'oiu  tli«>  diviHittii. 

Ill  tlu>  (Ic'iMttt*  11  ((mit  (|U(fttioii  of  privilrgo,  or  mthpf  cotiHtl- 
tutioiial  law,  nroM> — '  wlu'tlicr  tli(>  lionU  v/vrv  JuMtitinI  in 
n'jt'«'tiii}(  a  Hill  M>iit  up  by  tliu  ('oiiiiiiomm  to  r«>|)«»l  u  tiix  that 
hail  In'cii  iin|MW(>(l  purely  for  tht;  pur|N)Mi>M  of  ruvi'uuo,  th«> 
(?oninionH  huviii((  proviilf«I  u  Hulmtitutt!  which  th»  I»rtlM  hiul 
luloptcti/ 

'i1ii<  truth  irt  that  tho  JjonU  lmv«  tho  |M)Wvr,  mxl  might  um^  it 
pro|M>rty  in  nn  extrciii<>  tiva;  nuv\\  w  tht>  ConinionM  pasHinga  Hill 
to  rttpcal  tttxuH  nv(!cHHary  for  paying  tho  public  cnnlitor,  or  the 
army  uml  navy;  Imt  the  fiorddwurtf  not  juritifltHl  by  the  ocvaMion, 
OM  no  immcHliatu  danger  to  tho  Htiitu  would  have  urim>n  from 
the  rc|)oal  of  the  paitor  duty.  A  Mulwtitutu  for  it  having 
Imh'U  provided,  tho  |M>ople  will  now  ctontinuo  to  pay  a  tax 
agaiimt  the  will  of  their  reprcttentutivcH ;  and,  although  there 
Ih  g(NHl  reiuton  to  lielieve  that  there  will  Im;  a  deficit  in  the 
wayH  and  mciuiH,  tluH  might  Htill  have  been  Hupplied  by  th<! 
Com  mono. 

However,  the  coup  <Vflat  \h  a  lucky  hit  for  the  Lordrt;  their 
UHurpation,  itiMtead  of  bringing  oblocpiy  upon  them,  is  rather 
applaudinl  by  the  public.  Nevertheless,  1  fear  it  will  hereafter 
be  brought  up  agaiuHt  them  and  they  will  have  cause  to  repent 
it.     *  Tumo  tempiM  erit,*  etc.  .  .  , 

While  tho  House  of  Fiords  Is  now  adjourned  for  the  Whit- 
suntide holidays,  Trinity  Term  is  going  on,  and  I  sit  daily  by 
myHclf,  hearing  appeals  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Hall.  I  have  reversed 
several  decrees  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  and  of  the  Vice- 
Chancellors — I  l)clieve,  with  the  approbation  of  the  bar. 

By  the  18th  of  next  month  I  shall  have  completed  my  year 
an  Chancellor.  I  shall  have  enjoyed  pre-eminence  as  long  oh  a 
Roman  Consul  or  (he  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  my  ambition 
ought  to  l)c  satisfied.     I  may  say  with  Julius  Cicsar:     'Satis 
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vixi  «'/  imfnttr  d  t/loiitr.'  But  I'min  my  (iiiiHlaiit  uiixii>ty,  mid 
from  till'  oiul  U'ri'iivt'iui'iit  with  wliicli  I  lmvi>  Imwii  viNit«>«l,  thin 
hiw  iNt'ii  very  litr  iii<li*<<il  t'niiii  lM<in)(  n  Iiii|i|iy  ymr  of  my  life ; 
liiid  wlint  liiivtt  I  MOW  to  ItMik  t'orwunl  to?  Lord,  have  luoroy 
upon  luu  t 
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CHAPTER  XXXV. 

JuNi,  1860— Ju«E,  1861. 

Present  of  a  Silver  Salver  from  the  Queen — Withdrawal  of  the  Reform  Bill — 
Foreign  Aflfairs — Last  Speech  of  the  SeRsion — State  of  Business — Appre- 
hension of  Bad  Harvest — State  of  Italy — Funeral  of  Mr.  Tancred — Six 
Weeks  in  Scotland  -Italian  Unity— Taking  of  the  Taku  Forts — Visit  to 
Lord  LanRdovvne  at  Bowood— Chancery  Appeals — Princess  Alice  and 
Prince  Louis  of  Hesse — Capture  of  Pekin — Cabinet  Dinner — Letter  from 
Lord  Palmerston — Correspondence  About  the  New  Indian  Order — Christ- 
mas at  Torquay — The  Sussion  in  the  House  of  Lords — Bankruptcy  Bill — 
Union  of  Italian  k^.ates — Civil  War  in  America — Division  of  the  House 
of  Commons  on  ihe  Paper  Duty — Majority  for  the  Government— Judg- 
ment in  the  Case  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria  v.  Kossuth — Conclusion. 


JOURNAL. 

Jane  7. — Have  received  to-day  her  Majesty's  most  graeiou-s 
present  of  my  half  of  the  old  Great  Seal,  set  in  a  most  beautiful 
silver  salver  with  the  Royal  arms  at  the  top  and  the  Campbell 
arms  at  the  bottom.  Her  Majesty  is  on  horseback  and  looks 
very  brave  and  patriotic.  Her  Royal  style  and  title  may  be  read 
inscribed,  *  Victoria  Britanniarum  Regina.'  It  was  accompanied 
by  a  brief  letter  to  me  from  Sir  Charles  Phipps,  her  private 
secretary,  expressing  h(u*  Majesty's  wishes  that  it  might  long  be 
an  ornament  to  my  sideboard. 

It  really  is  a  very  handsome  piece  of  plate,  and  I  hope  it  may 
ornament  the  sideboard  of  the  tenth  Lord  Stratheden  in  the 
reign  of  Albert  IX.  I  intend  on  great  occasions,  when  grace 
after  meat  has  been  said,  to  produce  it  filled  with  rose-water  'in 
city  fashion,'  every  guest  to  dip  his  or  her  napkin  in  the  rose- 
water,  and  to  praise  the  grejvt  Queen  Victoria  and  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Campbell ! 

June  14' — At  a  Cabinet  on  Saturday,  the  9th,  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Reform  Bill  was  determined  upon,  and,  on  the  following 
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Monday,  was  succciisrully  accomplished.  The  whole  House 
rejoiced.  Dizzy  said,  'The  courMc  taken  by  the  Government 
was  prudent  and  n«)t  undignifiod ; '  and  even  Bright  confessed 
that  it  was  inevitable.  Nor  is  there  the  smallest  censure  or  regret 
expreasal  either  in  the  luetropolis  or  in  the  provinces.  Consid- 
ering that,  in  1831,  50,000  armed  men  were  ready  to  march  from 
fiirniingham  to  overawe  the  I*arliamcnt  upon  the  rumored  with- 
drawal of  a  single  clause  fronj  the  Bill,  allowing  the  franchise  to 
be  acquircnl  by  su(;(M!ssive  weekly  hirings  of  houses,  the  present 
apathy  is  the  most  extraonlinary  change  in  public  feeling  which 
has  occurred  in  my  time.  The  four  hundred  thousand  borough 
proUtah'CJi  who  are  to  Ix;  enfranchised  by  the  Bill,  with  all  £10 
leaseholders  in  counties,  secnj  to  be  utterly  indifferent  about  con- 
tinuing to  be  taxed  without  being  rep?'esented  in  Parliament. 
While  this  state  oi  feeling,  or  rather  o^  apathy,  continuos,  it  would 
be  idle  for  any  Government  to  j)ropose  another  Reform  Bill,  as 
it  must  of  necessity  be  distasteful  to  the  actual  members  of  the  * 
House  of  Commons  of  all  parties ;  it  can  only  be  forced  through 
by  pressure  from  without,  and  by  a  conviction  by  the  actual  mem- 
bers that  to  oppose  the  Bill  takes  away  all  chance  of  re-election. 
June  17. — I  regard  with  d«H'p  apprehension  and  dismay  the 
prospect  of  a  new  war  with  France,  and  most  earnestly  pray  that 
there  may  be  peace  for  the  rest  of  my  time,  although  if  there 
should  be  au  invasion  I  shall  still  (as  I  did  in  the  first  years  of 
the  century)  shoulder  my  Bi'owu  Bess,  and  be  ready  to  fire  a 
volley  at  the  invadei's.  In  the  third  generation  of  men  with  • 
whom  I  have  mixed  in  publics  life,  by  the  blessing  of  God  I  could 
still  march  twenty  miles  a  day  with  my  musket  on  my  shoulder,  . 
my  bayonet  by  my  side,  and  my  knapsack  on  my  back.  * 


July  15. — Foreign  affairs  still  contiuue  in  a  most  disturbed 
condition,  and  no  one  can  tell  what  new  phase  Sicily  and  Italy 
may  any  hour  assume.  The  t>pinion  gains  ground  that  a  war 
with  France  is  imminent.  I  do  not  believe  this  myself;  for 
Louis  Napoleon  could  neither  lead  an  invading  army  himself, 
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nor  trust  sucn  a  commuiid  to  any  of  his  marshals.  But  while  he 
lives  we  shall  have  no  tranquillity,  tuid  we  shall  suffer  under  an 
exhausting  war  exi)enditure.  Our  fleet,  our  army,  and  our 
defensive  prcpiirations  of  all  sorts  must  he  increased !  Such 
prosiHJct^  weigh  heavily  on  ray  spirits,  and  I  fear  that  my  life 
may  be  pr()loiige<l  only  to  witness  disaster  and  disgrace. 

Sunday,  Auguai  5. — Another  crisis !  To-morrow  comes  on  in 
the  House  of  Commons  a  grand  debate  on  the  Repeal  of  the 
Customs  Duty  on  the  importation  of  French  paper  under  the 
Commercial  Treaty. 

Sunday,  August  19. — We  are  now  in  still  water,  and  the  ses- 
sion is  as  gootl  as  over.  .  .  .  Notwithstanding  some  Whig  defec- 
tions, the  Government  had  a  triumphant  majority. 

The  Conservatives  had  made  a  great  muster,  summoning 
deer-stalkers  from  the  Scotch  Highlands,  and  members  of  the 
Alpine  Club  from  Swisserland.  But  all  dispersed  next  morning, 
and  we  had  afterwards  to  encounter  only  the  carpings  of  the 
ultra-Radicals. 

I  have  now  a  very  easy  time  of  it.  The  Chancery  sittings 
and  the  judicial  sittings  of  the  House  of  Lords  are  over,  and  the 
law  lords  have  gone  into  the  country,  I  have  only  to  lounge  for 
an  hour  or  two  on  the  woolsack  and  to  say  *  The  Contents  have  it.' 

However,  I  have  got  rather  a  difficult  and  delicate  task  yet 
before  me — to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  measures  of 
Law  Reform  introduced  by  me  into  their  lordships'  House  dur- 
ing the  present  session  of  Parliament.  I  wish  a  little  to  puff,  or 
rather  to  vindicate  myself;  but  how  to  do  this  without  blaming 
the  Government,  or  the  House  of  Commons,  or  the  Attoney-Gen- 
eral — *  kic  labor,  hoc  opunJ 

Sunday,  Au[;'"oi  26. — This  speech  came  off  on  Friday  evening. 
I  certainly  msiae  out  a  good  case  for  myself  and  for  the  House 
of  Lords  as  far  as  legislation  is  concerned,  and  I  showed  that  the 
judicial  business  of  the  House  is  in  a  better  state  than  it  has  been 
in  since  the  time  of  Lord  Hardwicke,  when  appeals  were  *  few 
and  far  between.'  Lord  Eldon  being  Chaniicllor,  the  appeals 
were  three  or  four  years  in  arrear.     All  that  has  been  aimed  at 
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Hince  \u\n  been  to  hcnr  l)cfoi'c  the  end  of  the  session  all  that  had 
V)een  set  dowri  for  hearing  at  the  eommencement  of  the  session ; 
and  this  never  onw  lind  l)et>n  accomplished.  When  I  received 
the  Great  Seal  there  was  a  heavy  arrear,  but  I  have  now  heard 
and  dis{H»8cd  of  all  that  had  l)een  set  down  for  hearing  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session,  together  with  several  set  down  since  the 
session  began  ;  and  there  are  only  twerty-foiir  remaining  as  nest- 
eggs  for  the  session  1861.  To  show  the  despatch  which  now 
chameterizcs  the  Court  of  ('hancery  and  the  House  of  Lords,  I 
gave  as  an  exanjplc  Sinijjson  r.  The  Westminster  Palace  Hotel 
Company,  a  very  important  suit,  commenced  in  April,  1860,  and 
finally  decided  on  appeal  by  the  House  of  liords  in  this  present 
month  of  August. 

Nothing  now  remains  but  the  simple  act  of  prorogation.  The 
Queen  is  now  at  Balmoral,  this  being  the  first  time  of  her  being 
out  of  England,  Parliament  sitting.  At  a  Cabinet  yesterd.iy  we 
agree<l  upon  her  Speech,  which  I  am  to  deliver  on  Tuesday.  A 
Council  is  to  held  at  Balmoral  to-morrow  morning,  when  the 
ceremony  will  take  place  of  reading  it  in  her  presence,  and  her 
saying  'approved.' 

There  are  now  only  two  grounds  of  apprehension.  The  first 
is  the  dreadful  state  of  the  weather,  which  continues  notwith- 
standing the  prayers  oiferetl  up  in  all  the  churches  'that  the 
world  may  not  again  be  destroyed  by  water.'  A  second  deluge 
I  do  not  dread ;  but  an  unexampled  failure  of  the  potato  and 
cereal  crops,  a  monetary  crisis,  a  serious  decrease  of  the  revenue, 
a  paralysis  of  trade,  general  misery  and  discontent,  with  a  forced 
meeting  of  Parliament  in  the  vain  hope  of  a  legislative  remedy 
for  these  evils,  are  all  events  which  may  be  coming,  and  which 
seem  to  cast  their  sha<lows  before. 

Secundo :  the  state  of  Italy  is  now  so  complicated  that  a  gen- 
eral European  war  may  be  unavoidable.  Garibaldi  is  the  greatest 
hero  we  have  had  since  Napoleon  I.  He  has  conquered  the 
Two  Sicilies  as  if  by  magic !  Is  Naples  to  be  united  to  Sardinia  ? 
Are  all  the  Italian  States  to  form  one  monarchy  under  Victor 
Emmanuel  ?    Or  is  the  union  of  Italy  to  be  attempted  under  a 
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Republic  according  to  the  plan  of  Muzzini  ?  I  do  not  believe 
that  Piedmont,  Lonibanly,  TiitMumy,  Romagna,  and  Naples  can 
long  cohere  under  any  form  of  Governnient.  What  is  to  become 
of  the  Pope?  I  must  own  I  should  much  rejoice  to  see  his 
Holiness  strip]>ed  of  uU  his  temporal  dominions.  Recent  expe- 
rience aggravates  my  horror  of  the  Popish  superstition.  Its 
effect  may  be  j)erceivcd  not  only  in  the  state  of  Romagna,  but  in 
the  present  state  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  which  for  the  last 
forty  years  has  l)een  governed  by  the  precepts  of  the  Vatican. 


Hartriffge,  Septen\ber  4}  i860. — Here  1  am  once  more  amidst 
rural  sights  and  sounds.  On  Tuesday,  August  28,  the  Commis- 
sions arrived  safe  from  Balmoral  for  giving  the  Ro^al  assent  to 
Bills  and  for  proroguing  Parliament,  with  her  Majesty's  warrant 
for  me  to  put  the  Great  Seal  to  them,  and  the  ceremony  was 
performed  with  all  due  solemnity. 

The  following  day  I  had  cast  U})ou  me  the  sad  duty  of  attend- 
ing the  funeral  of  the  oldest  and  best  friend  I  have  ever  had  in 
the  world,  out  of  my  own  family,  Henry  Tancretl,  my  fellow- 
pupil  in  the  office  of  Tidd,  the  special  pleader,  who  has  shown 
a  brotherly  sympathy  for  me  in  all  my  fortunes  ever  since. 

I  am  now  not  only  in  the  front  rank,  but  a  most  conspicuous 
object  for  the  dart  of  the  unconquerable  foe.  Lyndhurst  and 
Brougham  are  my  only  seniors  in  the  law,  Lyndhurst  by  seven 
or  eight  years.  Brougham  by  one. 

I  have  great  enjoyment  of  this  place,  the  more  that  there  has 
been  a  complete  change  of  weather,  that  the  harvest  is  proceed- 
ing auspiciously,  and  that  the  dread  is  dissipated  of  dearth, 
monetary  crisis,  sickness,  discontent  and  an  early  re-assembling 
of  Parliament. 

Stratheden  House,  Octobo'  22,  1860. — I  spent  six  weeks  most 
agreeably  in  Scotland.  The  weather  contiimed  very  fine,  and  its 
brilliancy  was  heightened  by  accounts  of  heavy  rains  in  England. 
I  had  a  nice  ramble  in  the  Highlands,  and  visited  Balmoral  after 
the  Queen  had  left  the  place  for  her  tour  in  Germany. 
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I  was  nearly  blown  away  in  crossing  from  Braemar  to  the 
Spittiil  of  Glcnshec  by  a  terrible  hurricane  which  did  infinite 
mischief  all  over  the  north  of  Scotland  and  in  the  BuUic. 

I  was  disposed  to  forget  i)oliti(«  as  much  us  possible,  but  I 
could  not  refrain  from  looking  into  the  'Times'  to  see  how 
Garilmldi  was  going  on  in  Sicily  and  in  Calabria.  .  .  . 

I  was  brought  up  here  sooner  than  I  intended  by  a  summons 
to  attend  a  Cabinet  on  Saturday  the  20th.  I  might  as  well  have 
remained  in  the  North,  for  all  that  we  resolved  was  to  continue 
our  prepanitions,  and  quietly  to  look  on.  This  certainly  is  a  great 
crisis  in  the  history  of  Italy  and  of  Europe. 

Happen  what  may,  I  do  exceedingly  rejoice  in  the  discomfiture 
of  I^amoricifire  and  the  Irish  brigade.  The  Ultramontanism  of 
Archibishop  Cullen  and  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  bishops  is  so 
extravagant  and  revolting  that  I  can  hardly  regard  them  with  a 
particle  of  Christian  charity. 

I  must  acknowledge  tint  I  long  believed  Italian  unity  to  be 
quite  chimerical  as  well  under  a  monarchy  as  under  a  republic ; 
but  the  Italian  people  seem  now  all  of  one  mind,  and  ready  to  obey 
Victor  Emmanuel  us  King  of  Italy.  Neither  Russia  nor  Austria 
seems  to  be  in  any  condition  to  go  to  war ;  and,  although  Louis 
Napoleon  is  by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon,  and  French 
politicians  are  for  presei'ving  the  temporal  power  of  the  Pope 
that  Italy  may  not  become  a  rival  power,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the 
French  Emperor's  dread  of  assassination  will  induce  him  to  take 
the  popular  side. 

My  greatest  anxiety  at  present  is  about  our  expedition  to  take 
Pekin.  If  we  had  gone  alone,  the  capital  of  the  Celestial 
Empire  would  probably  have  been  in  our  hands;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  the  delays  interposed  by  our  French  allies  may  prove 
fatal. 

October  S3. — Good  news  from  China :  Taku  forts,  the  scene 
of  our  last  year's  disasters,  taken  by  storm,  and  our  army  in  full 
march  on  Pekin,  which  seems  incapable  of  any  resistance ! 

October  30. — Have  made  a  very  agreeable  visit  to  Lord  Lans- 
downe  at  Bowood.     He  is  a  very  wonderful  personage,  having 
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been  a  Cabinet  Mininter  in  four  t'eigns,  and  he  and  his  father 
having  been  Cabinet  MinintorH  for  vciy  near  a  century,  from 
almost  the  I)cginning  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  He  himself 
may  be  considered  as  liaving  been  at  the  head  of  the  nobility 
for  ulwve  half  u  century.  He  might  have  been  Prime  Minister 
if  he  hud  liked  more  than  once.  He  has  had  about  him  all  the 
men  most  distinguished  in  literature,  in  the  a'rts,  and  in  arniH. 
He  has  ever  Ixjhaved  most  kindly  to  me,  and  I  should  feel  his 
loss  most  severely. 

December  13. — Have  long  neglected  my  diary,  being  com- 
pletely al)sorl)cd  in  Chancery  appeals. 

On  the  2d  of  November  I  had  a  IcvCe  at  Strathctlen  House, 
begiiniing  with  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  to  whose  election 
by  his  fellow-citizens  I  gave  her  Majesty's  consent,  with  an  thge 
on  the  merits  of  the  new  *  chief  magistrate  of  this  great  metro- 
polis.' I  had  a  very  crowded  attendance  of  judges  and  other 
legal  dignitaries,  and  a  grand  procession  to  Westminster  Hall. 

Since  then  I  have  been  sitting  by  myself  in  Lincoln's  Inn, 
the  Lords  Justices  having  intimated  to  me  that,  from  the  state 
of  the  business,  they  thought  this  the  Iwjst  arrangement.  While 
they  have  been  engaged  with  bankruptcy,  lunacy,  and  miscel- 
laneous matters,  I  have  devoted  myself  to  appeals  from  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  and  the  three  Vice-Chancellors.  Without 
assistance  I  have  cleared  off  the  whole.  When  I  accepted  the 
Great  Seal  I  had  some  misgivings  as  to  my  ability  to  discharge 
this  part  of  my  duty,  but  I  really  believe  that  I  have  got 
through  with  considerable  credit,  boldly  revereing  when  I 
thought  the  decree  wrong,  and  never  affirming  without  giving 
my  reasons,  generally  in  a  written  judgment,  but  sometimes,  in 
clear  cases,  off-hand.  Without  any  complaint  of  impatience  or 
haste,  I  have  induced  the  Eijuity  counsel  to  abbreviate  their 
arguments,  and  I  have  despatched  more  business  than  any  of 
my  predecessors  in  the  same  space  of  time  for  many  yeare 
past.  .  .  . 

I  had  the  honor  to  pay  a  visit  to  her  Majesty  at  Windsor  for 
two  days  in  the  end  of  last  month.  .  .  .  My  stay  at  Windsor 
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wa»  rather  dull,  but  was  a  little  enlivened  by  the  loves  of  PriiHt" 
Louis  of  IleHHc  nnd  the  Princew  Alice.  He  had  arrived  the 
night  In'fore,  almost  a  stranger  to  her,  but  an  her  suitor.  At  first 
thoy  were  very  why,  l)ut  they  /4oon  reminded  nie  of  Fernando 
and  Alirauda  in  the  '  Tempest,'  and  I  looked  on  like  old 
Prospero. 

I  have  only  paid  one  visit  since,  which  was  to  Hackwood 
Park,  a  seat  of  Lord  JJolton's  in  ManipHhirc,  now  occupietl  by 
Sir  Richard  Bethell,  the  Attorney-General ;  and  here  he  lives 
en  grand  nciynem: 

We  have  heard  by  telegram  of  the  capture  of  Pekin,  and  the 
flight  of  the  Emperor  into  Tartary;  but  the  despatches  are  not 
y(!t  arrivetl.  This  is  rather  uncomfortable  news,  as  it  removeh 
to  an  indefinite  distance  a  settlement  with  China,  and  indeed 
threatens  a  total  dissolution  of  the  Chinese  empire.  Wc  are  to 
have  a  Cabinet  upon  the  subject  immediately. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  about  a  fortnight  ago  I  gave 
a  Cabinet  dinner  at  Stratheden  House.  Cabinet  dinners  had 
fallen  into  desuetude,  but  a  wish  being  expressed  to  revive  them, 
at  least  while  JSIinlsters  arc  in  London  and  Parliament  is  not 
sitting,  the  Prime  Minister  began,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
followed.  I  think  It  is  a  good  custom,  particularly  with  a 
heterogeneous  Cabinet  like  ours,  that  the  merabei's  may  make 
acquaintance,  and  drink  a  glass  of  wine  with  one  another. 


January  9, 1861. — It  has  pleased  Providence  that  I  should 
live  to  see  another  year,  which  is  ushered  in  by  three  most 
wonderful  events :  the  taking  by  an  English  army  of  the  capital 
of  China ;  the  union  of  all  the  states  of  Italy  Into  one  kingdom ; 
and  the  disruption  of  the  United  States  of  the  American  Republic, 
most  memorable  events  In  the  historv  of  the  world. 

This  Is  alluded  to  In  the  following  note  from  Palmerston  in 
answer  to  an  application  from  my  niece,  Mrs.  Jones,  the  wife  of 
the  M.  P.  for  Carmarthenshire : 
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'BroK({\%ni\»,  Tanukry  7,  lfl6l, 

Mr  DBA*  Lopb  CampbklL;  — If  thu  a|){>l«  in  to  b«  givun  to  th«  fairMt,  thero 
can  hn  no  qtiMtion  a*  to  Un  iliKpo*al ;  but  there  aro  many  ciroumntance*  to  b« 
ooniiidereil,  and  I  havn  not  ytt  ho«n  ahlo  to  Hottlo  thn  arrangomantN. 

'Our  I'bina  war  has  indevd  un<ln(l  satiNl'aotorily,  and  1  hope  we  may  rookon 
upon  thu  OhiDfao  obNorving  thu  HtipulationH  of  thu  trnaly.  If  thuy  do,  the 
treaty  will  bu  highly  advantagiKUiH  to  un  by  opening  a  largo  fiuld  to  our  com- 
merce Elgin  hat)  done  IiIn  work  admirably,  and  *o  hnvH  our  general  and  our 
admiral, 

'It  iH  pleanant  to  know  that,  at  least  in  this  conjoint  operation,  we  have 
always  led,  and  our  French  allies  have  had  to  follow;  iic,  I  forget,  there  was 
one  exception  to  thin ;  when  the  ubjint  waK  the  plunder  of  thu  Summer  Palace, 
tho  French  contrived  to  bo  beforehand  with  us. 

'  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  give  you  Sidney  Herbert  in  the  Lords,  and  to 
lose  him  in  the  Commons,  but  his  health  would  not  stand  the  double  work  of 
a  most  laboriouf  office  and  House  of  Commons  attendance.     Yours  sincerely, 

'Palmerstos.' 

While  ut  Torquay,  where  I  spent  the  ChriHtruiiH  holidays,  I 
had  a  correspondence  with  Sir  Charles  Wood,  Secretary  of  State 
for  India,  which,  w,ere  it  known  north  of  the  Tweetl,  would 
make  nie  very  popular  with  nty  countrymen. 

India  being  transferred  to  the  direct  government  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  Mutiny  being  ettcctuully  suppressed,  a  new  Order  of 
Merit  to  Ihj  given  to  Indian  Chiefs  was  projected,  and  u  patent 
creating  it  under  the  name  of  *  The  Eastern  iStar '  actually 
passed  the  Great  Seal.  This  name  being  thought  objectionable, 
a  new  one  was  resolved  upon — *  The  titar  of  England  and  India* 
— and,  without  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  new  name, 
I  was  asked  whether  it  could  be  inserted  in  the  patiiit  as  a 
substitution. 


'  India  Office,  December  29, 1860. 

'  Dear  Lord  Cbahcellor  : — You  passed  some  time  ago  Letters  Patent 
creating  an  Indian  order  to  be  designated  "  The  Eastern  Star."  The  Queen 
has  determined  to  alter  the  name  to  "  The  Star  of  England  and  India." 

'Is  this  such  an  alteration  as  you  would  consider  yourself  justified  in 
making  without  going  through  all  the  forms  and  proceedings  over  again — or 
must  we  do  it  all  over  again  ?    Yours  truly, 

•  C.  Wood." 


1R61.]  TilK  OltDKIt  OK  TIIK  NTAIt  OV   INDIA. 

My  Scotch  bl(HHl  UwV.  Arc,  and  thin  wan  my  anawer : 
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'Torquay,  Janukry  1, 1861. 

'  Mt  ORARStaCaARLH:— Befora  altering  the  nama  givan  to  the  new  Indian 
order  I  would  inoitt  humbly  and  dutifully  repreient  to  her  Maje«ty  that  the 
propoiod  new  nainn  appoarH  to  me  to  be  objectionable,  and  that  I  am  *ure  it 
will  be  very  diiitaMtnful  to  many  of  har  MajoNtyV  loyal  nubjcctii.  In  common 
oonvpfHation  an<l  in  Parliamentary  di*cuii»ionii  "England"  ii  often  uied  to 
rnpreeent  the  Unitod  Kingdom,  but  nevnr  internationally,  or  between  the 
Cruwn  and  people.  1  prettume  that  by  the  proponed  new  title  there  waa  no 
intention  to  uzclude  Scotland  or  Iruluud  from  any  connootion  with  India. 
Such  an  intention  would  have  been  very  unjuxt  to  thn  late  Marquie  of  Dal- 
houHie  an<l  many  other  nativei  of  Scotland  who  have  taken  a  diitinguiehed 
part  in  conquering  and  governing  India. 

'  IIiH  MajoNty  King  Qeorge  III.,  on  uomlIl^  to  the  throne,  laid,  "  Born  and 
bred  in  thin  country,  I  glory  in  the  namu  of  Briton"  and  the  fautioui  Juniui 
waH  the  only  individual  who  complained  that  bin  Majciity  had  not  laid :  "  I 
glory  in  the  name  of  an  Englishman." 

'  I  do  not  preeume  to  suggeHt  any  other  title  to  the  Indian  order,  but  before 
affixing  the  Great  Stial  to  that  which  ii  now  propoeed,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty, 
as  one  of  her  Majusty's  conntitutional  a<lviiera  ua  such  aubjecti,  to  offer  my 
very  humble  but  very  earnest  advice  to  her  Majesty,  that  this  title  may  not 
be  adopted.    I  remain,  yours  truly, 

'Oahpbku..' 

[OONriDBHTIAL.] 

'  If  you  think  right  you  may  trannmit  the  enclosed  to  the  Queen.  If  yoa 
think  that  a  more  formal  representation  would  be  better,  I  will  prepare  on*. 

'  " Eiu/liind and  India"  would  set  all  Scotland  in  a  flame,  and  the  Queen 
could  hardly  after  safely  cross  the  Border. 

•0.'      . 

Wood  in  a  private  note  said  he  had  transmitted  ray  remon- 
strance to  Windsor,  but  rather  treated  it  with  ridicule,  saying, 
that  '  England '  was  a  part  representing  the  whole ;  and  asked 
whether  it  should  be  the  Star  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland 
and  Hindostan,  Bengal  and  the  Punjaub. 

I  jocularly  answered  that  I  should  be  satisfied  if  he  added  to 
Ireland  'Alderney,  Sark  and  Man,'  and  to  the  Punjaub  '  Ceylon 
and  St.  Helena.* 

But  next  came  what  showed  me  in  good  earnest  that  my  remon- 
strance, being  presented  to  the  Queen,  had  prevailed,  and  that  I 
had  gttined  a  great  triumph  for  my  native  land : 
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'  Indi»  OfRca,  Unnnrj  1,  \m\. 

'D'VAK  Lord  (Tiavoillor:— I  mutt  a«t  your  Niotch  himrt  nt  smk  liy  tolling 

you  that  w«  h«v«  yialdwl  to  your  Hnolch (I  won't  »i»y  what),     I  nm  in 

dMpkir  about  my  ordsr,  for  I  cannot  invnnt  a  namn  which  will  luit  (^hriatian, 
Mahomatan  and  Hindoo,  KuKliihtnan  ami  Hvotthmau 

'  I  aiu  btigiuning  to  wi«h  tliat  I  had  no  ordur  til  all  I     Youra  avar, 

'C.  Wood.' 

I  cnniiot  my  tlint  I  ininmmI  ii  merry  ChriHttniw  at  Torquay, 
goinjt  thoru  on  iUHixiiit  of  the  in(liN|Mwition  of  my  very  dimr 
ilitiiglitttr  Mary.  But,  thunkn  to  Alnii|(hty  0<m1,  nhe  hw  derived 
benefit  from  the  mild  air  in  tluM  jilatr,  and  altliouf^h  I  nm  afraid 
yet  to  (>x|)OHe  her  to  the  Lontlon  fo)^,  I  ho|M>  nhe  will  Hoon  Im 
restored  to  me  in  perftn^t  henhh,  Without  her  I  nhould  be  quite 
unable  to  8U|>{M)rt  life.  But  I  ou^^ht  to  Hay  that  all  my  children 
behave  to  me  moHt  kindly  and  affec^tionatt^ly,  and  do  their  best  to 
oonflole  me  for  the  irrc|)arublc  low  I  have  HUHtained. 


January  38, — I  have  been  on  a  vinit  of  two  days  to  her 
Mi\)c8ty  at  Windsor  Castle.  .  .  .  The  WH!ond  evening  we  had 
theatricals:  a  play  by  Bulwcr  Lytton  calletl  'Richelieu.'  .  .  . 

3fay  6. — I  have  entirely  neglectetl  my  Journal  for  several 
months,  and  since  I  made  my  last  entry  the  union  of  all  the  states 
of  Italy,  and  the  disruption  of  all  the  states  in  America  have 
been  consummated,  The  face  of  the  whole  world  is  ehangc<l. 
Centuries  have  elapsed  without  changes  so  great. 

Parliament  met  on  the  6th  of  February,  and  the  session  in  the 
House  of  liords  has  Ixjen  very  trancjuil.  We  have  not  yet  had 
one  i)arty  division.  Brougham  has  been  det<tined  by  illness  at 
Cannes,  so  we  have  had  much  less  twaddle  al)out  the  County 
Courts  and  paltry  Law  Reform. 

There  have  l)cen  some  interesting  interpellations  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  but  the  House  has  hardly  ever  sat  later  than  eight  o'clo<ik. 
I  have  introiluced  several  bills  about  Statute  Law  Consolidation, 
Lunacy,  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  <&c.,  but  nothing  of  any  mag- 
nitude.   I  have  only  made  one  long  speech,  on  moving  the  second 
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ruiuliiig  of  the  nankrupUy  Hill,  M>iit  up  from  the  CommoiiN; 
nltlioiigli  I  hiivt*  Imvii  nl>li^('«l  to  ii4|<lr<>MM  tli«'  IIimim)  on  ilitrornit 
matters  aliii«wt  cvory  u'^^Ut.  TliiiiK'*  |K>IUi«iil  Iiiivd  hitherto  goiiu 
otfiiliiKMi  i\H  HiiiiMtthly  ill  the  ovfiiing  iiM  t\w  \i>'tirU\^  of  ii|>|M>ali4  in 
thi>  iiioniiii};.  Hut  I  Hhall  havi<  a  hard  tiiMMle  i>i  i(t>ttiiig  through 
thi'  lkiiikru|>t<'y  Hill  which,  atnaiiMt  uiy  will,  hoM  bvcu  rvfurail  to 
u  Hi'li-i't  ('onitnitti'c. 

In  the  lIouHc  of  CoiiinioiiH  ihort*  htw  lM>f>n  a  diviHion,  n  few 
(layH  ago,  on  tht>  I)u<lK<'t,  wh«>ii  w(>  hail  a  nu\jority  of  oightiivn. 
Thin  (liviKion,  DiMracli  HayH,  (iiiiiiot  amount  pro|H>rly  ti)  a  m<tjnrilyf 
l)ciiig  in  itH  teenm.  Hut  they  wJII  not  try  thvir  strength  again, 
and  I  coiiNidcr  tho  Hi>HHion  m  g(MNl  iu4  ovvr.  .  .  . 

I  Hhall  haV(>Hi)inv  rough  work  Uifon;  tho  Rankriiptry  Dill  ptiMS(>8; 
but  I  ought  to  Im>  HatiN(k>d  with  the  m>MHion  lN>ing  w>  Hni<H>th.  W» 
hnvv  gone  on  inoNt  proN|H>i'ouNly  with  thu  judii'ial  huHincMH,  and 
now  there  arc  hardly  any  apiM>alM  ready  for  hearing  which  have 
not  Imi'ii  diH{M)He<I  of. 

1  really  and  truly  think  little  of  niyiiclf  amid  tho  cnuth  of 
governmeiitH  in  the  new  and  old  worhl.  I  UMe<l  to  think  '  Italian 
union '  un  improlxihlo  fahic;  hut  it  is  an  eHtiihliMhcd  reality,  and 
the  Ituliann  really  neem  doHirouH  and  capable  of  a  constitutional 
monan^hy,  to  Iw  governed  by  enlightene<l  public  opinion  impcr- 
Honutc<l  by  an  here<Utttry  Hovercign.  There  have  l)een  greater 
chungcH  in  Italy  within  a  few  months  than  in  any  one  century 
Hincu  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.  I  hIiuII  rejoice  when  the 
tcm[K)nd  iM)wcr  of  the  Vo\^  is  destroyed  in  name  as  well  as  in 
reality. 

We  have  a  frightful  s[)cctaclc  in  American  disruption,  and  an 
internecine  civil  war  has  bc>gun.  What  the  Americans  are  now 
to  Bufi'er  is  the  curse  of  Gotl  ujmn  them  for  their  reckless  adhe- 
sion to  slavery.  In  this  re8i)e(!t  the  North  is  as  much  to  blame 
as  the  South,  for  the  Free  States  connived  at  Southern  slavery, 
and  although  they  put  an  end  to  the  African  slave-trade,  they 
tolerated  and  encouraged  a  much  worse  system  at  home:  the 
brceiling  of  negroes  in  some  states,  and  sending  them  to  the 
slave-markets  in  other  states. 


4H() 


i.irK  f)r  umu  camprrll, 


[1961. 


W«>  hnv<«  i«(mii{{i<  i|iii*M(ioiiM  iilHuit  |>rivnt«<«>riiiK  ami  tli«  right 
of  MtM'kntlo,  nriMing  mit  of  tho  «iiiiNiil«>rntion  wli«<tlu*r  t\w  m>(i>«|- 
iiig  HtntcM  lira  to  Im>  trt'iitnl  iim  an  in<l('|M>iiili!iit  i(<iv«>rntiiciit.  Tliu 
('iri'iiiimtiiii('«>M  Ih'Iiik  i|iiUi>  uiiprvcvtlviitvil,  Urutiiu  luul  Vattul 
reiidi'r  um  no  uMMiMtiiiui'. 

June  rJ. — ThU  <liiy,  n-priwiitiiiK  lier  Mi^jiwty,  I  giivo  tlitt 
Royal  ntm'tit  to  th<>  Hill  for  the  K«>|N>al  of  thi>  Pa|H>r  Duty.  W« 
have  had  a  hard  Htru^KJo  in  lurrying  it,  and  in  one  Htit^i*  tlu'ru 
wnn  a  ^ri>at  proUdiility  that  \vr  Hhoiild  In*  lN>at«>n  and  ol»li^(>d  to 
n^niKn.  In  tin*  (*onunonN  it  wiim  «*arrii><l  hy  a  majority  of  oigli- 
tct>n,  which  wiw  thou)(ht  dccirtivo.  Tho  M>MMion  would  virtually 
have  lM>(>n  ovi>r  hut  tor  thit  niMualty  of  tho  (iov(>rnnu'nt  having 
given  mortal  und)nig(>  to  tht>  Irinh  nu>mlN'rM,  hy  withdrawing  a 
Mihvcntion  grantnl  to  thi>  Oalway  Company  (or  carrying  the 
mail  to  America.  Thin  gave  frcNh  courage  to  the  DcrhyitoM,  and 
they  reMolve<l  to  have  another  divinion  un  thu  ra|Mir  Duty  in 
Committee  on  the  Dill  lor  alxtliMhing  it. 

When  the  night  tor  the  division  arriveil,  thu  general  ex|H.'ct4k- 
tion  wiiM  tlint  the  (Jovernment  wouhl  In;  )N>uten.  I  went  to  thu 
lIoUHO  ot*  (^>mmonH  to  Ik;  in  at  the  death.  For  two  hours  U't'ore 
the  HouHO  dividtnl  I  lN>liev(Hl  tirmly  that  we  were  gone;  for 
Bmnd,  thu  cxiHting  whip|M>r-in  on  our  Hide,  nnd  llayter,  \m 
pre<le<i'HMor,  lK)th  told  me  that  a  majority  of  thoHe  actually  pres- 
ent wiifl  agniiiHt  UM  hy  one  or  two,  even  if  our  own  men  all 
remained  true,  which  was  douhtful. 

I  watched  at  the  door  of  the  House  of  CommouH  during  thu 
diviHion,  till  I  nt  lotit  heard  u  trcmcndouH  Hhout,  and  a  cry  of 
Ji/tem  mnjorittj.  I  thought  we  were  cruuhed  indeed !  Hut  then 
<«me  the  cry,  'fift»!en  for  the  Government!'  I  was  for  some 
time  incrc<lulou8,  hut  ho  the  fact  wom;  the  Holution  l)eing  thut 
of  the  DorhyitcH  who  had  Imhui  in  the  IIouHe  during  the  evening, 
Hixtecn  hud  walke<l  away  without  voting,  Home  from  dingust  at 
the  (HHilition  with  the  Trinh  mcmberH;  some  hating  Dinrueli  more 
than  they  huted  the  Lil>eralH ;  and  some  trembling  for  their  seats, 
if  there  should  be  a  disHolution  of  Parliameut. 

I  should  not  at  all  mind  being  honorably  released  from  the 
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labom  aiMi  MiixU^tiiit  of  lli«>  Ontit  H«>nl.  IWyuttlnn  imiterium, 
aoti  I  Mhoiild  Im*  Mtiitflitl  to  hiivt*  n>|MiM>  iluriiiK  tin*  n>iiiiiiniiiK 
iihort  NiNKx*  of  my  mrthly  <'nn*«*r.  Hut  I  did  not  nt  nil  rcliith  th« 
notion  of  lM>inK  tunit'd  out  in  mu«'Ii  n  ridiculous  iiinnn<>r ;  iind  I 
muMt  mid  thnt  I  i«>lt  nuuh  tor  the fountrv,  which  iiTtninlv  would 
have  Hulf«<r(>d  hy  thi*  trtuiNfiT  of  oflUi)  nt  thiit  niomcnt  to  lionl 
Derby  And  liiN  iiMMMMutiw. 

I  uni  now  within  four  diiyr*  of  i'oni|»li>tint(  ^1**'  '^'*'<>ii<l  yttr  '>r 
my  rci^n.  Thimk  hmvcn,  I  liiivi>  ({ot  tlirou)(h  my  work  rrod- 
itttbly,  if  not  splendidly,  and  I  iim  not  without  ho|Ht  ihiit  Nome 
of  my  judgrnvntM  niiiy  hcnniAcr  In>  ()Uott>d  iind  r('lit*d  u|M)n. 

Thin  morning  I  dolivcriii  my  judgment  in  tin*  (;r<>iit  ciiim*  of 
the  Km|)erorof  AuNtria  r.  KoHxuth,  the  famouN  lIuuKarlan,  who 
c()ntond<<<l  thnt  ht>,  mid  not  KranciH  Jtweph,  Im  the  lawful  Hover- 
eign  of  Hun^iry,  and  that  he  han  a  rij^ht  to  luanufaeture  in 
Kn^lnnd  |m|M'r  money  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  milliouri  of 
floriuH,  which  he  profeniwh  to  ({uaran(et>  hy  the  authority  of  the 
HunKiiriun  nati«>n,  to  In>  intr<Hluc(Hl  into  Hungary  iuHtead  of  the 
|ia|M>r  currency  now  ciiTulatc<l  there  hy  u  urtur|)cr.  An  injumv 
tion  luui  Imh^u  grunted  hy  VMce-(*hancellor  Stuart  on  the  uImuhI 
ground  that  the  ('ourt  of  ('hanc(>ry  had  u  t\^\\X  to  pndiilMt 
any  ai^t  which  would  Im>  a  violatitui  of  the  friendly  rt'lationn 
HulmiHting  b(»twoon  (^uw^n  Victoria  and  any  foreij^n  Hoveroign  in 
al linnets  with  her;  and  it  waH  Kcnendly  thought  that  u|)on  ap|)eal 
the  injunction  would  Im.>  disHolvcil.  Rut  I  iM'lievc  that  I  have 
MttlHfuct4)nly  mip|)ortMl  it  on  the  true  ground  that  KoHHuth 
threatened  an  act  which  would  \\c  injuriouM  to  the  pro|)erty  of 
the  rciH>gnizcd  King  of  Hungary  and  his  Hubjet^ts. 


The  entry  of  Wednowhiy,  June  the  12th,  is  the  last  which 
my  falher  made  in  \\\n  journal.  For  ten  days  he  continued 
doing  hiH  daily  duties  with  unabatc<l  vigor.  On  Wednesday, 
June  the  19th,  he  attend(Kl  the  Qm'en's  Dmwing-room  and  went 
afterwartls  to  u  garden  party  at  Cam]Mlen  Hill.  On  Thursday 
afternoon,  the  House  of  Ijords  not  sitting,  he  accompanied  his 
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mu  Ilullyburton  to  the  Crystal  Puluce  at  Sydenham,  uiul  in  the 
eveninj;  paid  a  visit  to  Sir  Charles  and  Lady  EaHthiko.  On 
Friday  he  was  kejit  very  late  in  the  House.  But  on  Satunlay 
njorning,  June  the  22d,  he  appeared  perfectly  well.  He  drovo 
to  Lincoln's  Iini,  accotnpanied  by  two  of  liis  daughters,  and  sat 
in  Court  till  the  afternoon,  when  he  went  to  Downing  Street 
for  a  meeting  of  the  Cabinet.  Thence  he  walked  home  to 
Struthoden  House,  and,  having  some  spare  time  before  pre- 
paring for  a  dinner  party,  ho«sat  down  to  his  desk  and  wrote  a 
judgment. 

Among  his  guests  were  Lord  Granville,  Lord  Clarendon, 
the  French  Ambassador  Count  de  Flahault,  Lord  and  Lady 
Aveland,  Mr.  Chichester  Fortescue,  General  Sir  James  Scarlett, 
and  his  old  friend  Sir  David  Dundas.*  Sir  David  was  the  first 
to  arrive,  and,  talking  together  of  an  old  and  valued  friend  who 
had  long  been  lying  on  a  sick-bed  having  lost  all  his  faculties, 
n)y  father  observed :  *  I  think  a  clause  should  be  added  to  the 
Litany,  and  after  pmying  against  sudden  death  we  should  say, 
"  From  a  lingering  illness,  Good  Lord  deliver  us." ' 

Throughout  the  evening  he  convei-sed  with  his  usual  anima- 
tion, and  when  the  guests  had  departed,  remained  having  a  last 
talk  with  his  children,  and  bade  them  Good-night  at  about 
twelve  o'clock. 

At  eight  next  morning  his  servant  went  into  his  room  and 
found  him  seated  in  an  armchair  with  no  appeamnce  of  life. 
Medical  advice  was  instantly  called  in,  but  he  had  gone  to  his 
last  rest,  and,  in  his  own  words,  was  *  honorably  released  from 
the  labors  and  anxieties  of  the  Great  Seal.* 

This  sudden  bereavement  was  an  overwhelming  shock  to  his 
family,  unprepared  as  they  were  by  any  sign  of  illness  or  infir- 
mity ;  but  when  time  had  softened  the  effect  of  the  first  blow, 
they  were  able  to  feel  deeply  thankful  that  he  had  been  spared 
'a  lingering  illness,'  and  that,  with  no  interval  of  enforced 


*  Sir  David  Dundas,  who  had  been  a  pupil  in  my  father's  chambers  more 
than  forty  years  before,  writing  on  the  news  of  his  death  says :  '  How  good 
and  kind  and  true  he  was  to  me  from  my  first  acquaintance  to  the  very  last!' 
—Ed. 
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idleness,  ho  had  beeu  (lerinitted  to  do  his  duty  to  the  very  last 
day  of  his  long  life. 

His  body  was  carried  to  liartrigjire,  and  on  Saturday,  June 
the  29th,  we  laid  it  iK^idc  that  of  our  dour  mother  in  the  Abbey 
at  Jedburgh ;  carrying  out  tlio  wish  he  had  expressed  at  the  time 
of  hiH  brotiu-r's  funeral  that  the  English  Burial  Service  might 
be  used,  when  '  his  remains  should  be  deposited  in  the  resting 
place  secured  to  him  in  very  holy  ground/ 


THE  END. 
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Frost  and  the  Chartists  at  Monmouth — trial  of,  vol.  ii.  188, 

G. 

Oalwat — visits  his  estates  in,  vol.  ii,  386. 
Q ARROW— vol.  i.  203, 
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UTDEX. 


OHERAf,  AmiAniMy— vol.  i  20. 

OmBRAL  RUotion— vol.  ii.  419,  435;  oanvHMM  Stafford  for  the  nast,  i.  440. 
Oeoroe  IV.— Kin«,  'loronation  of  vol.  i.  411 ;  illneu  of,  4^0;  doRtb  of,  484. 
OiRMARY— Tour  in  vol.  ii.  SUO. 
OlBBi— Sir  Vioivry   vol.  i.  221;  tquabble  with,  342. 
OirroRO  mailn  Solicitor  Gnneral— vol.  i.  304, 

Qlamtohb— Mr ,  lettom  from,  on  Shakeipeare'i  legal  attainmenU,  vol.  11. 433. 
OLAHOROANiiHiRfi— arliitration  caoo  in,  vol.  i.  367. 
Olasoow  UnivurHity— jtropoKoJ  Lord  Rector  of,  vol.  ii.  164. 
Qlouocstkr— the  Duchufot  of,  vol,  i.  481;  ii.l06;  Duk«  of, dinner  at  the,  i. 474. 
«  QLoucRRTBRdntRP.  SeMJonn,  vol.  i.  263;  nucceiiR  at  the,  270. 
OoDBRicB  — Lord,  resignation  of,  vol.  i.  464. 
OoRRAM  Case— the,  vol.  ii.  336. 
QovBRMUBiiT— Sir  Robert  Puel'ii,  vol.  ii.  117;   attempt  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  to 

form  a  new,  176;  roKignation  of  Lord  Melbourne'!,  222;  change  of,  260  ; 

porilout  Btate  of  the  Whig  357;  overthrow  of  Lord  Derby'i, 381 ;  recon- 

Btruction  of,  under  Lord  Palmer«ton,  399;  majority  for  the,  480. 
Graham— Sir  JameH,  negotiation  for  bringing  in,  vol.  ii.  317,  361. 
Qbant— Charles  and  Robert,  vol.  i.  144. 
Orrat  Exhibition- the,  vol.  ii,  360 
Grbat  Seal— trarinfer  of,  to  Lords  CommiHmoners,  vol.  il.  348;   offer  of,  441; 

receives,  from  the  Quoen  at  Windsor,  442 ;  legality  to  carry  the,  to  Scot* 

land,  447 ;  partition  of  the  old,  460. 
Gbbt  Festival— the,  vol.  ii.  110. 

Grey — fnH,  as  prime  minister,  comparison  of,  vol.  ii.  271,  278. 
UHI8DALE — Mr.,  excursion  to  Cambridge  with,  vol.  ii.  173. 
GiiiLDFORD— sessions  at,  vol.  i.  216. 
QuHMBr— vol.  i.  226. 


H. 

HADFtRLD— trial  of,  vol.  i.  61. 

Haupder  Case— judgment  in,  vol.  ii.  303. 

Hanuver— King  of,  vol  ii.  384. 

Hari'I.vob — Lord,  vol.  ii.  320. 

HARrRioae — firxt  summer  at,  vol.  ii.  281;  Christmas  at,  316;  new  house  at, 

405 ;  visit  from  Lord  John  Russel  at,  424 ;  enjoyment  of,  431. 
Hakvkst — apprehension  of  bad,  vol.  ii.  471. 
Harwick  Election — vol.  ii.  435. 
Hastimus — long  vacation  at,  vol.  i.  461. 

Hkbk(DE8  and  Highlands — tours  in,  vol.  ii.  353.  ' 

HeS'^e — Princess  Alice  and  Prince  Louis  of,  vol.  ii.  476. 
Hill— Dr.  (leorge,  vol.  i.  20. 
Hill — Henry,  vol.  i.  13. 
BoLLAHD — Lord,  death  of,  vol.  ii.  201. 


IHDBZ. 
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RoLLAVD  Houia — 481. 

Horn  Circuit— 'tha,  vol.  i.  201  -,  ii.  359. 

HoRRiii— vol.  i.  2i)t>. 

Houu  of  CommunH— ilubato  on  the  ilave  trade,  vol.  i.  34;  ipekiien  in,  110; 
oloquenuo  in,  li.  II ;  oppoaee  Lord  John  Rauell'h  plan  to  adroit  Jewi,  by 
a  reiiolutioii  of  (li«,  423;  division  in,  on  papor  duty,  4flO. 

HoutK  of  Lord*— Npoakii  in,  v  -1.  i  110;  propoiud  judgn  of  apptala  in  the,  141 ; 
Lord  LyndliurHt'n  oUtructive  polioy.  HA;  taken  hin  iinat  in,  213;  aeuion 
1842  in,  2J7;  Lord  Broughatu  in,  231);  judicial  bu«ineM  in,  2fid;  the 
uC'v,  289;  appeali  in,  3^1 ;  tippeal  buninom  in,  402;  judguenl  in  a  oato 
before  the,  404 ;  Hootch  judgni*  in,  412;  the  eeaiion  in  the,  478. 

Houm  of  Parliament — burning  of  the,  vol,  ii.  114. 

HUMOV — the  railway  king,  vol.  ii.  284. 

Hume— JoHeph,  vol,  ii.  31U. 

HuHTM— Dr.  John,  voL  i.  13. 

I. 
Impbiionkent  for  debt— bill  to  aboliih,  vol.  ii.  126. 
Ihdia— return  of  hi*  brother  from,  vol.  i.  3fi9;  return  of  hie  eeoond  ion  from, 

ii.  383. 
I>DIAV  Mutiny — the,  vol,  ii.  423 ;  oorreapondenoe  about  the  new,  476, 
IrnriB  Temple — takea  chambera  in,  vol.  i.  162 ;  dinner  at,  ii.  268. 
Ihtkbnatioiial  Law— question  of,  vol,  ii.  181. 
Ibelah D — tour  in,  vol.  ii.  98 ;  appointed  Lord  Chancellor  of,  and  to  Peeraga, 

203 ;  aa  Lord  Chancellor  goea  to,  210 ;  meaaurea  for,  300. 
Ibibb  Coercion  Bill— tho,  vol.  ii.  85. 
Ibibb  Sedition  Bill— vol.  ii.  308. 
Ibibb  Rebellion — threatened,  vol.  ii.  311. 

Ibviho— Edward,  vol.  i.  429  • 

Iblb  of  Wight— visit  to,  with  Mr.  Tanored,  vol.  i.  188. 
Italian  Studiea — vol.  i.  402. 
Italiam  Statea— union  of,  vol.  ii.  479. 
iTAtr- tour  in,  vol.  i.  429;  war  in,  ii.  436;  atate  of,  471. 


Jebtis — vol.  i.  249 ;  Chief  Justice,  death  of,  ii.  417. 

Jeoburob — assizes  at,  vol.  ii.  381. 

JcDioiAL  Committee — sittings  of  the,  vol.  ii.  316. 

JnoouEHTS  during  term — vol,  ii.  346. 

JuBY— trial  by,  vol.  ii  398. 

JusTioEB — the  Lords,  vol.  ii.  456. 

K. 

Kehptown — autumn  at,  vol.  ii.  136. 
ExBaiNOTON  Palace — dinner  at,  vol.  ii.  94. 


IMUBl. 


Xmrr— «ontMt  for  th«  ooanty  of,  vol,  i.  91. 
Kmo— mkdnMt  of  thu,  vol.  I.  H7. 
Kiau's  Banoh— juiIgM  of  tha  eoiirt  of,  vol  I.  492. 
Kiaa'a  Counial — raotivm  hia  |)«Unt  a»,  vol.  i.  Hit, 


LAiwtfcitBiiB— vol.  ii.  277. 

LARARiUiiiKR  FlUction  rominitU*— vol.  i.  'W. 

LAaoDALR— Loni,  o|i|i(wition  of,  vol.  ii.  142;  dflnth  of,  3S9. 

Lahidowri— I,or<l,  vol  li,  271. 

Law— bring*  in  lull  for  thii  iin)rn<lninnt  of  th«,  vol,  ii,  40. 

Law  of  P>rtnnrihi|(— iingngnd  to  writn  a  hook  on,  vol,  i,  199, 

Law  Kaporting  IiKkI  Amdit— hormi  hai  k  riding  oommonotid,  vol.  i.  8^V 

Law  And  Kt{uity— lumon  of,  vol.  ii.  'MA. 

Law  Lord*— ihn,  vol.  ii.  44S. 

Lawtrr  inntoAd  of  K  Scot*  Mini*t«r— pro{)0««N  to  badoma,  vol,  i,  4B. 

Lawu— vol.  i.  204. 

LlliM  Riotor*— vol.  r.  lun. 

Lbioh— Pnrnbnrton,  vol.  li.  3H<, 

LiRRM — proHHoution  for,  vol.  ii.  429. 

LiTonriBLD  RIoctionM— Ingal  iwlvi'tr  at,  vol.  i.  147. 

LlFR  Poerage*— Comniittnii  on  PrivilxgnH  and  d«batr^  on,  Tol.  ii.  406. 

LiRooLit'a  Inn— ontor*  at,  vol.  i.  HI ;  takn*  chamber^  i «,  64;  proposed  ftt,  hj 

Sit  Vicary  Uibb*,  104;  moot*  Hir  Kdward  Hugdnii  at,  ii.  298. 
Literary  Fund  Dinner— vol.  ii.  377. 
LiVBRPOOL— vol.  i.  128;  hard  work  at,  ii.  378. 
LoROOir— journey  to,  vol.  i.  30;  return  to,  by  *ea.  n7-106;  hii  father  viiita 

him  in,  2.')3;  ntay*  in,  through  vacation,  and  learni  to  dance,  304 1 

rejoicing*  in,  310;  Thior*'  vi*it  to.  ii.  370;  »tay*  in,  aa  vacation  jadge, 

387;  mini*torH  Hummoned  to,  4fiO. 
LcDLOW  and  Taunton— vol.  i.  2H6. 
Ltroburst— dinner  at,  vol,  ii.  H. 
Ltvdhubbt — Chief  Baron,  vol.  ii.  27;   ainendmenta,  63 ;  at  eighty-two,  386 1 

letter  from,  39f),  4ft2;  dinner  with,  443;  cabinet  aecreta,  460. 

M. 

Maoadlat— vol.  li.  278 ;  hi*  "history,"  317;  breakfast  with,  333;  new  vol* 

umes,  408 ;  on  8hakeHpeare'fl  legal  attainmenta,  letters  from,  433. 
Mahratta  War- the,  vol.  i.  148. 
MAJORiTr  of  One— vol.  ii.  38. 
Manohesteb— vol.  i  128. 

Mansfield — Lord,  during  vacation  writes  life  of,  vol.  ii.  316. 
Maboatb  and  Brighton — excursion  to,  vol.  i.  76. 
MABRiAae  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister — question  of,  vol.  ii.  300. 


INDRX. 
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Habitat— vol.  i,  XM ;  Miwar*  omm  for,  219 ;  holdi  brlah  for,  24S. 

IliUTiK  of  RolU— CM*  bafora  tha,  vol,  i,  834. 

lllLMUBRB— Lord,  lucrMdi  Lord  Qnj,  vol,  ii.  107 ;  tn  dofanoo,  141 ,  tlliMW 

of,  SM  i  M  Prima  Miniaiar,  aorop»nion  of,  271 ;  oorraapoadaaoo  of,  819. 
MiLVlLLl'i— Lord,  trifti,  vol.  i,  187. 
MloRAiLMAi  Tarm— Anaodota*  of,  vol.  I,  246. 
MlDDLMBU  Elaotion— vol.  I.  IM. 

MiLMAir— Daan,  on  HhAkanpatra'a  UgAl  AttAinmanta,  latUn  horn,  Tol.  11.  48S. 
MiviiTiM— Lord  Uray,  Prima  Minntar,  raaigDAtion  of,  vol.  U.  18;  naiKnA- 

tion  of,  (tfl. 
MoNMOUTRMRiRR— r»id  into,  vol.  ii,  201, 
MoRMiNO  Chroniola— angAgaroent  with  tha,  vol.  t.  46 ;  gi?M  up  hia  angAga- 

roant  with  the,  181. 
MoRPRTR— Lord,  vol.  it.  277. 
MuHioirAL  Kaform  Bill— vol,  ti.  123. 
MuRDBR  At  BtAfford— OAia  of,  vol.  i.  818. 

N. 

NATloRAt  AffAira— atAto  of,  vol.  it.  401, 

Navioatiov  Bill— vol.  ii.  320;  pAaning  of.  821. 

NAPOI.EOII— Louii  And  Savo/,  vol.  ii.  444. 

Nrwspaprm— AttArlcfld  in  the,  vol.  ii.  340. 

Nkw  StrAot— HprinK  OArdena,  tAkea  a  hoai*  in,  Tol.  i.  428, 

Nkw  TriaU— motion*  for,  vol,  ii.  401. 

Niai  Priui  Reporti— firit  number  of,  vol,  i.  222,  227. 

Nisi  Priu*— Hitting*  At,  vol.  ii.  348. 

Norfolk  Circuit— vol.  ii.  373,  416. 

NonroLK- meet*  M.  Quiiot  in,  vol.  ii.  430. 

North  WAlea  Circuit — vol.  ii.  386. 

NoHTHERM  Circuit— vol.  ii.  378.  » 

NoRTOM  V.  Melbourne— the  ca*b  of,  vol.  ii.  142. 

o. 

OBiOBiri  PnblicAtiona  Bill — vol.  ii.  423 ;  auocesaful  working  of,  426. 
O'CoRHELL — letter  from,  vol.  ii.  245;  prosecution  of,  251. 
O'CoRNOB— Foargus,  vol.  ii.  197 ;  and  the  ChArtista,  304. 
O'Neil — Mi*a,  the  new  Actress,  vol.  i.  317 ;  And  Mdlle.  Man,  386. 
Oxford — trial  of,  vol.  ii.  197. 

Oxford  Circuit — changes  to,  vol.  248;  geta  the  heAd  of,  431;  ii,  862;  with 
Baron  Martin,  400. 


Palmer  for  poisoning— trial  of,  vol.  ii.  416. 

Palmerston- Lord,  vol.  ii.  276 ;   And  Don  FAcifioo,  349;  resignation  of  and 
return  to  office,  389;  AdministrAtion  of,  439;  letter  from,  476. 


IMDRl. 


Thfit  A|U(r«Mif>n~voI.  ii.  9M 

Pami  Buil<linK»— UkM  ohBmk«ri  in,  vol.  i.  M7. 

Pau»— prnpoaat  to  vlitl,  yel  i.  09 ;  ItlUrt  from,  93A ;   Id  th*  lonR  vmaUob, 

gOM  to.  .lU'J;  villi  to,  ii.  183,  '2W,  toup  I'ihit  la,  .t*!!);  p«*<<«  oonfaranoM 

in,  41 1 ;  imaty  of,  414  .  lh«  QmU  H*  nt,  444, 
Pabi— J»mit«  AlUn,  vol  i.  33A. 
Pari.iamii«t— thinki  of  Kniimit  into,  vol.  i,  9MI,  in  M»y,  IMSft,  <llMoln(lon 

of,  442;  In  (Vlolior,  inoatinK  uf,  ii.  \) ,  iliMoiulion  of,  41;  n*w,  47-rtl  i 

out  of  for  thrM  inonthi,  103,  diMolution  of,  l«)3;  naw,  ltf7;  quaatlon, 

Mtllixl  by  Ai;tof,  1113;  ««M(on  of  |H|:I,  23M ,  of  1H44,  J4»;  of  |H4(t,  'H\f>\ 

of  1H47,  2M4;   of  IM4«,  :i()tti   of  |H4I»,  3lH-3a3,   of  ISftO,  330;   of  l»fl2, 

87A,  44H;  ftftitr  KMti*r.  4<13  ;  liut  tpMrb  of  th«,  471 ;  diMolutioo  of,  301 1 

prorogation  of,  324. 
pAKtlAMKiTTAiir  D«bata«— rsportc,  vol.  I.  6Ai  pro«|Ni<)t«,  440;  priviltgo,  faw> 

tioD  of,  ii.  IM, 
Pattuoii'i— Mr,  Juitic*,  Jinnar  At,  vol.  ii.  3A4. 
PlAAl— Mr.,  tha  Quaknr,  vol,  li.  M, 
Pui'»— Mr.  Hacrttary,  dinnur  at,  vol,  i.  47ft. 
Piii<— Hir  R.,  popularity  of,  vol.  ii.  240;  |)oaition  in  1S4A,  308;  rNlgnatloa 

and  raturn  to  otBcu,  200,  314  ,  dtath  of,  301. 
PlBlV— captura  of,  vol.  ii.  47ft. 
Pmiit  Pontage  Act— vol.  ii.  178. 
PlPTl— vol.  i.  143 ;  iuccoodi  Laaoh  at  Matter  of  tha  RoUi,  li.  112;  appoinUd 

Chancallor,  and  Biokantath  Manter  of  tha  Rolli,  137. 
Pmoival— Mr.,  aMa«*iDation  of,  vol.  i.  288. 
PliLLirPK— Louii,  at  Ht.  Cloud,  vol,  ii.  184. 
PllLtin— Charlea,  vol.  i.  208. 
Political  PartiM— atato  of,  vol,  ii.  314;  leadari,  323. 
PoATLAMo— the  Duka  of,  luoceada  Lord  QranvilU  aa  Prima  Miaiitar,  306. 
PoKTAAiT— aita  for  hit,  vol.  i.  473. 
Potato  Famine— the,  vol.  ii.  208. 

PRKnoRiPTiov— La\v  of,  vol.  i  473.  , 

Privileqb  Cane— argument  in  the  great,  vol.  ii.  173 ;  renewed,  189. 
Privy  Council — takoa  hii  place  in,  vol.  ii.  206;  aita  on  Judicial  oommittM 

of,  227. 
Pbookuurr  Bill  of  1804— vol.  ii.  304. 
PKofi!rTioi«i8T«— the,  vol.  ii.  376. 
Frorooatioh— vol.  ii.  280, 
Prcmia— Prince  of,  vol.  ii.  308. 

PuBLUUEKR  and  BookHellen — controveray  between  the,  vol.  ii.  877. 
Fuihre  JudgoHhip— offer  of  a,  vol.  i.  478;  refaiea,  ii.  8;  advised  to  Aoctpt, 

172;  heaitatea  about  taking,  186. 
FaLLXR— vol.  i.  249. 
PopiLB— hia,  vol.  i.  302. 


niDix. 
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Q. 

Qoartrh  f<M«trtnt— viclorjp  »t  lh«,  vol.  i.  SM,  fivM  up  *tl«n<iin|it,  .1AA. 
QORM«'lTri»l— th«.  vol.  I  AMR;  Aril  eonmll,  th*.  II  Iftt ;  Umy  Ull.  th«,  SOO. 
^VBW— bill  wUbdrAwn  kgMRti  tli«,  vol  t,  3U7, 400j  pricking  »  ilivrilT,  ii.  liM. 


itM 


•pt. 


KoRriAMrroR— At,  in  th«  •iitiimn,  »n>l  worki  fur  Iha  eominiMioo,  vol.  U.  6. 

Koi.rR— thn  n«w  jikIk",  vol.  ii,  |H7 

U(ii.rR— Kiuon,  Uttxr  rmm,  vol.  it,  3:11,  3S4. 

Kaolar  — l.i>r<l,  •l»Ai)i  III,  vol  II.  -103, 

RoMiLLT— Hir  HMiiiiinl,  vol   I,  3*10,  ilnKth  of,  364. 

KoTAL  AraiUniy— <liiin«r  •!,  vol   ii.  4.'W. 

RovAL  ChrwlKning— vol  ii  ;W)W. 

KorAi<  Divorc*— quwition  oi,  vol.  i.  377 

KuMRLL— Lor<l  John,  m  I'mim  Minutar,  compRriion  of,  vol.  li.  S71 1  rMlgnA* 

tion  of,  40'l ,  (ich«rn«  for  i'h»n«'«ry  rnforin,  3ftN,  3Mtt, 
RuMiA  An<l  Tiirkfty— qiiArrxl  bntwnnn,  vol  ii.  327;  WAr  holWMn,  S87. 
KvMlA— WAr  with,  dacUrnd,  vol  ii.  .'tlHi, 
HAnNBi.-M<lll«.,  vol.  II.  IH&. 
Kraiiiru  an'l  Abiug>lon— lotUr*  from,  vol.  ii  2^. 
Rrai.  Propurty  Coininiiition— vol.  i.  4»I7  ;  report  of,  477. 
RsroiiM  Rill— iipaciilRtionii  m  to  tha  coining,  vol   ii.  .10;  introdnotion  of,  .*)4{ 

■pneche*  in  thn  ilobata  on  tha,  4fl  ;  Mcotch,  Rl ;  thrown  oul  by  tha  Lorda, 

M;  raintroduoad,  02;  laoond  raiding  in  tha  iloiua  of  Lorda,  00;  with- 

dr»WAl  of,  4HH ;  pKMing  of,  70 
Reorrt'r  Park— ride  around  tha,  vol.  i.  381. 
RsroRTiNo— ramarka  on,  vol.  i.  108;  reporting  law,  givea  up,  120;  raporU, 

publication  of  lacond  number  of,  236 ;  report*,  pobliahaa  the  laat  numba rt 

of,  34l>. 
RoMius— thA  toung,  167. 
RutOH— thr«iwMux  to,  vol.  ii.  137. 
Rehioration  B»i)1— vol  ii.  24-06. 
RuioNATioN— Uet&era  on  tha  subject  of  hii,  vol.  ii.  139. 
Retairiks— apsoMi,.  to),  ii.  136. 
RiHOt— motto  for  it*vi- 1*  331. 

s. 

Boaklrtt— vol.  i.  22A  dinna  with,  377 ;  lutteri  from  Dr.  Campbell  to  MIm, 
400;  falnfl  report  of  the  death  of,  431 ;  chriatening  of  the  Hon  of,  464; 
appointed  attorney-general,  455;  ceaaea  to  be  attorney  general,  466; 
di'uth  of  Lady,  476 ;  tnnde  Chief  Baron,  ii.  118. 

BooTLAND— first  vmit  to,  vol.  i.  62;  visit  to,  120;  takes  hia  wife  to,  423,  takat 
a  month's  holiday  to,  4.')0;  autumn  in,  li.  109;  tour  on  the  Rhine  and 
visit  to,  233  ;  church  of,  disruption  of,  24;  Chriitmaa  in,  284,  426;  vaca- 
tion in,  292 ;  six  weeks  in,  326,  472. 


4UG 


1ND£X. 


Sebahtopol— news  of  the  fall  of,  vol.  ii.  406. 

fiECRETARY  of  State— Opening  letters  by,  vol.  ii,  263. 

Serjeant's  Inn — vol.  ii.  347. 

Sbakebpeare's  Legal  Training— Dissertation  on,  by  Oampbell,  vol.  ii.  481 ; 

by  Macaulay,  431 ;  by  Dickens  and  Qladstone,  433. 
Shepherd- Serjeant,  vol.  i.  204. 
Sheriffs — taken  into  custody,  vol  ii.  191. 
SoLioiTOR  Qf.neral — Rolfe  the  new,  vol.  ii.  112. 
South  Wales  Circuit — vol.  ii.  405. 
Spankib— vol.  i.  145. 

Speaker — Manners  Sutton  re-elected,  vol.  ii.  87. 
Spriko  Assizes — vol.  ii.  194. 

Spring  Circuit — account  of,  vol.  i.  285 ;  1819,  business  on  the,  365. 
Stafford  Election — vol.  i.  443;  stands  again  for,  ii.  3;  re-elected  for,  42; 

disfranchisement  bill,  89. 
Stanley — Lord,  vol.  ii.  86;   publishes  letter  to,  157;   opposition  of,  286; 

Lord.  315. 
St.  Andrew's  University,  of,  vol.  i.  12;  leaves,  29;  invitation  to  be  Lord 

Rector,  ii.  455. 
St.  James'  Chronicle — Webster's  case  against,  vol.  i.  340. 
St.  Leonards — Lord,  vol.  ii.  375. 
St.  Mart'  College— vol.  i.  22. 
Stockdale  v.  Hansard — vol.  ii.  159. 
Stratheden— title  of,  vol.  ii.  139 ;  house,  removal  to,  236. 
SuGDEN — Lord  Chancellor,  vol.  ii.  371. 
Switzerland — tour  in,  vol.  i.  448. 


T. 

Taku  Forts— taking  of,  vol.  ii.  472. 

Tanored  and  Coltman— his  friends,  vol.  i.  261. 

Tancred — silk  gown  for,  vol.  ii.  44 ;  funeral  of,  472. 

Tavistock  Row,  Covent  Garden — takes  lodgings  in,  vol.  i.  48 

Tenterden — Lord,  death  of,  vol.  ii.  77 ;  writes  life  of,  356. 

Tenth  of  April — the,  vol.  ii  305. 

Tidd — the  special  pleader,  becomes  a  pupil  of,  vol.  i.  136. 

Tidd's  Office— debating  society,  vol.  i.  143 ;  agrees  to  stay  two  years  longer 

in,  161 ;  second  year  in,  168. 
TiNPALL — Chief  Justice,  death  of,  vol.  ii.  268. 
TiNTERH  Abbey — vol.  i.  314. 

Tories  toward  the  Queen — conduct  of  the,  vol.  ii.  162. 
ToRftUAY  and  Saltram, — vol.  ii.  400;  Christmas  at,  478. 
Truro — Lord  Chancellor,  vol.  ii.  353. 

Truro's — Lord,  opposition  to  the  registration  of  deeds  bill,  vol.  ii.  362. 
Twiss— Horace,  vol.  i.  146. 
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id  for,  42; 
Q  of,  286; 
;o  be  Lord 


para  longer 


V. 

Vehulam  Club— the,  vol.  i.  310;  dinner  party  at  the,  361, 
ViLLAFRANCA— peace  of,  vol,  ii.  449. 

w. 

Wall — Governor,  trial  of,  vol.  i.  85.  , 

Walmer— stay  at,  vol.  ii.  96. 

Watebloo — battle  of,  vol.  i.  323. 

Waverley  Novels— the,  vol.  i.  335. 

Webster — Mr.,  as  tutor  to  his  son,  goes  to,  vol.  i.  32;  leaves,  47. 

Webster's  case  against  St.  James's  Chronicle — vol.  i.  340. 

Webster — Lady  Francis,  vol.  i.  341. 

Wedding  at  Abinger — arrangements  for  the  vol.  i.  415; 

Wedding  Tour — vol.  i.  415. 

Wellesley — Marquess,  vol.  ii.  98. 

Wellington — the  administration  of  the  Duke  of,  vol.  i.  464 ;  Duke  of,  speech 

against  reform  ii.  12;  attempt  of  the  Duke  of,  to  form  a  ministry,  68; 

arrangements,  Duke  of,  304 ;  funeral  of,  381. 
Western  Circuit — Gifford's  success  on  the,  vol.  i.  324 ;  ii.  364. 
Westminster  Hall — settles  in  Duke  street,  vol.  i.  417;  tiresome  work  in,  ii. 

387. 
Weymouth  Elections — legal  adviser  at,  vol.  i.  447. 
Whewell— Dr.,  vol.  ii.  416. 
Whigs — turned  out  of  office,  vol.  ii.  110;  returned  to  office,  the,  122;  causes 

of  the  downfall  of  the,  214 ;  defeated  at  the  general  election,  216 ;  out  of 

office,  224. 
Wilde — vol.  i.  146;  solicitor-general,  ii.  187. 

WiLKiE — David,  vol.  i.  177 ;  village  politicians,  186 ;  distress  for  rent,  322. 
Will  Cause  at  Liverpool — vol.  ii.  198. 

WiLLES— the  new  judge,  vol.  ii.  403 ;  the  abjuration  oath,  407. 
William  IV — King,  state  of  parties  on  accession  of,  vol.  ii.  3 ;  coronation  of, 

51 ;  death  of,  160. 
Williams — Serjeant,  vol.  i.  249 
Wilson — Professor,  vol.  i.  23. 
WINDSOR — ^journey  to,  vol.  ii.  318,  457. 
Wood— Sir  Charles,  vol.  ii.  276 
Worcestershire — visit  to  his  daughter  in,  vol.  ii.  412. 
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